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TO  THE  BINDER. 

THE  Bhuier  is  dejiredto  caneei pages  425  anJAQjG, 
^ol  II.  and  tofubftitutu  the  four  fagesghen  intheJq^ 
Number  of  Fol  II.  m  their  Jead. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

WHEN  the  Reporter  laft  took  the.  liberty  to  ad- 
drefs  his  Readers,  be  felt  it  incumbent  oa 
him  to  fay  fomething  on  the  great  political  events  that 
had  juft  occurred — the  glorious  vidory  of  Admiral 
Duncan,  the  rupture  of  the  Negotiation  for  Peace 
with  France  at  Lifle,  and  the  feceuion  of  fcJme  of  the 
leading  Members  of  Oppofition  from  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  Seffion, 
a  variety  of  events  have  happened  at  home  and  abroad, 
highly  important  in  themfelves,  and  not,  only  deeply 
inierefting  to  this  country,  on  their  firft  view,  but 
likely  to  become  dill  more  fo  in  their  probable  con- 
fequences. 

The  French  Direftory,  adluated  by  the  moft  infa- 
tiable  ambition,  have  gone  the  .length  of  pronouncing 
a  formal  and  authoritative  decree  of  helium  interned- 
num  againd  Great  Britain;  and,  confidering  it  as 
another  Carthage,  have  vowed  deflrudion  to  its  Go- 
vernment, and  Its  Conditution.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  violence  of  their  proceedings  to  this  point,  or  the 
implacable  refentment  manifefted  in  every  ften  they 
have  taken  to  avow  and  to  execute  their  fell  pur- 
pofe.  The  great  and  important  preparations  they 
are  well  known  to  be  engaged  in,  not  only  at  the 
ports  of  their  own  maritime  frontier,  but  at  thofe 
of  their  neighbouring  Vaffals  and  Tributaries  (whom 
they  deck  with  the  mock  title  of  Allies,  to  render 
them  the  more  contemptible  in  the  fcale  of  nations), 
and  the  expence  they  are  daily  incurring  in  thofe 
preparations,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  they 
are  in  eameft,  and  that  a  ferious  attack  is  meditated 
either  againil  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  :  moft  proba- 
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bly  the  laitter,  but  a  few  weeks  will  put  It  place  of 
queftion.  in  proportion  as  this  eflfort  is  defperate, 
the  means  refortcd  to  by  the  French  DireSory  to  ctt- 
flame  the  paffions  of  their  armies,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  Republic^  and  to  incite  tbdrfiiry  egainft  the  Eng* 
Ii{h»  have  been  fcandalous  and  difgracefuK  Having 
'  arrogantly  a^umed  the  title  of  the  GrMi  Natim^  tl^ 
Republic  of  France  has  ftooped  to  every  thing  that 
^as  derogatofy  to  a  Itate,  and  de^ading  to  indivu 
duals.  'Hie  groiFeil:  calumnies,  a&rtions  falfe  upon 
the  face  of  them,  and  the  loweft  lies  have  been  circu* 
htcd  and  given  to  the  Public  of  Paris  from  .the  rof- 
trutn  of  the  Gpuncih.  Men  in  elevated  (ituations 
hi  their  Senate  have  not  bluflicd  to  avow  themfelvcs  the 
accufers  of  thh  country  on  grounds  the  moft  improba- 
ble :  TAjy  they  have  even  ventured  with  unparaklled 
malignity,  and  tbe  moftihameleTs  falfehood,  to  aliedge^ 
charges,  to  which  the  received  opinion  of  the  na- 
tional charafter  of  Great  Britain  would  be  a  fufficient 
anfwer,  if  it  did  not  happen  that  «vqry  izd  dated  it 
notptiovtfly,  and  demonltrably  ^ereverfe  of  the  trutb% 
The  Reader  will  eafily  conceive  that  the  falfe  and 
fcandalous  libel  on  the  humanity  of  the  Eng&fli  in  re- 
fpedl  to  their  treatment  of  the  French  prifbncrs,  in 
his  report  recently  pronounced  in  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  by  Riou,  is,  among  many  other  in« 
fiances  of  enormous  mifreprefentation,  here  alluded 
to — a  Ubcl,  of  which  every  man  of  common  feeling 
had  mtich  rather  be  the  fubjcd,  than  the  author  or 
orator. 

The  machinations  and  rntrigues  of  the  French  in 
Germany  and  in  Italy,  pretty  ftrongly  .evince  what 
vtry  good  friends  they  fhew  theoaifelves  to  be,  when 
the^  at-e  once  ihaken  bands  with.  1 1  proves,  as  well  as 
their  late  condud  in  Holland,  in  Switzerland,  aad  in 
Spain,  that  their  fraternal  embrace  is  the  embrace  pf 
political  ^eath.  Heavai  avert  chat  fhey  fliould  ever 
be  beard  to  beard  with  Engtilhmea!  but  diough  it 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  weak  and  imprudent  :to 
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ddpife  the  menacesof  an  enemy, whofe  mlKtaryptowtfs 
has  atchiered  wonders,  and  before  whofeenlhuliafm  and 
perfeverance  difficulties,  apparently  infurmoontabley 
have  foak  to  nothing,  ni/  Jefperandum  fiiould  be  t^^  feel- 
ing of  every  Engliflims^i,  if  troe  to  themfeWes,  E^gliA* 
men  will  join  heart  and  hand  in  ftrengthening  the  Go* 
Yemment,  and  aHrfting  its  z6dvt  exertions  ior  the 
defence  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  every  qieafare  for 
our  proteciioa,  that  fagacity  could  fnggeft  or  prudence 
conld  provide,  has  been  adopted  by  Admincftration, 
and,  as  far  as  pradicabiHty  wou!d  permit,  carried  into 
eflfedual  execution.  Let  not  Engliffan^en,  therefore, 
who  are  lefsperfonallyinterefted  than  Minifters  (as  the 
latter  tlriU  undoubtedly  be  the  firft  object  (French  ven- 
geance, ihould  French  ambitif)ti  be  gratified >  and  (heir 
arms  prove  viftorious  in  their  menaced  and  tnad  at- 
tetnpts  to  overthrow  our  Conftitution  and  Govern- 
ment) have  ultimately  the  mortification  to  be  obliged 
to  reproach  themfelves  wiih  fupinenefsand  a  lack  of 
fjHrit,  when  the  exigency  of  the  crifis  fo  urgently 
calls  for  the  united  energy  of  the  whole  kingdom. 
It  is  not  for  men  of  great  fortune  to  come  vauntingly 
forward  with  a  flender  portion  of  their  overgrown 
weaUh,  nor  thegrudg^fparing  of  the  rich  nufer  to  be 
cautioofly  delivered  at  the  Bank  for  the  public  defence, 
with  1  fallacious  view  to  prove  their  patriot ifm,  that  cm 
fupport  the  national  caufe  againil  the  daring  efforts  of 
the  ferocious  foe,  with  whom,  if  their  threats  be 
verified,  at  moft  of  their  menaces,  it  mud  be  con«> 
fefl'ed,  have  been,  we  are  to  fight,  not  only  for  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  Englifhmen  in  a  condifutional 
fv-nfe,  but  for  our  propei  ty.  our  religion,  and  our  ex- 
iftence.  Let  the  man  of  la'^ge  fortune  look  at  the 
greatnefs  of  the*  danger,  that  his  extent  and  quantum 
of  property  will  throw  around  him,(houid  the  ftench 
fucceed  in  their  attempt,  and  \}c  will  learn  to  appre- 
elite  the  value  of  the  beft  infurance  of  protedion  by 
an  early,  a  large,  and  a  liberal  contribution  to  further 
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.  and  facilitate  the  means  of  public  defence.  Wife  and 
deep  refleSSng  men  have  favoured  the  publick  with 
their  fi^timenCs  on  this  fubjed,  and  they  concur  in 
opinion,  that  too  high  a  price  cannot  be  paid  for  the 
.  prefervation  of  the  blefGngs  we  enjoy  under  our  ex- 
cellent Conflitution ;  like  fpecks  in  the  fun  there  may 
be  imperfeftions  in  it,  and  abufes  pradifed  under  it, 
but  with  ail  the  imperfedions^  and  all  the  abufes  that 
the  moft  perverted  minds  of  the  difaffeded  can  even 
pretend  to  alledge,  is  there  one  man  of  common  fenfe, 
however  faftious  his  inclinations,  however  warped  his 
imagination,  or  however  poifoned  his  mind  may  be 
with  French  principles  and  French  politics,  who  will 
ferioufly  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart  ^nd  confcientioufly 
declare,  that  the  liberty,  and  all  its  confequences, 
which  Englilhmen  enjoy  under  the  Britifh  Conftitu*^ 
tion,  fuch'  as  it  is  at  triis  time,  compared  with  the 
fruits  of  French  freedom  and  fraternity,  does  not 
weigh  in  the  fcale  as  **  the  happinefs  of  the  bleitcd 
balanced  againft  the  torments  of  the  damned/' 

The  Reporter  is  aware  that  he  ufes  a  ftrong  image, 
but  this  is  not  a  moment  to  affed  a  delicacy  of  Ian* 
gviage  liable  to  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  writer's  mean- 
ing. Men  who  take  upon  them  to  fubmit  their  fen- 
timents  to  their  fellow  fubjefts  muft  fpeak  out,  or  they 
had  better  be  filent  altogether.  It  is  no  fmall  confo- 
lation  to  fee,  that  his  Majcfty's  contribution  to  the 
publick  caufe  has  awakened  the  general  feeling,  and 
that  the  people  are  at  length  roufed  from  the  unac- 
countable apathy  in  whrch  ihey  had  appeared  to  be 
plunged.  Perhaps  the  feceffion  of  the  leaders  of  Op- 
pofition  from  Parliament,  and  their  unwarrantable 
dereliction  of  their  public  duty  was  the  primary  caufe 
of  that  apathy.  It  is  natural  for  men,  confcious  of 
being  lefs  intelligent,  and  lefs  gifted  with  ability  and 
talents  than  the  objefts  of  their  admiration,  the  leaders 
of  Oppofition,  to  imagine  that  the  danger  to  be  dread* 
ed  was  trifling  when  their  favourite  guardians  of  the 
publick  weal  paid  it  fo  little  confidcration.     God  b,e 
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praifedy  however,  the  match  has  been  p\it  to  the 
touch-wood  of  national  fpirit,  and  a  large  and  liberal 
contribution  is  already  made.  The  Great  Monied 
Corporations  have  fubfcribed  magnificent  I'ums; 
and  the  lead,  which  for  the  honour  of  provincial 
cities  It  muft  be  acknowledged  they  took,  is  likely 
to  be  followed  with  laudable  emulation  by  every 
body  of  men,  as-weli  as  every  individual  polFeflfed  oif 
property  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  '  allows  of 
the  allotment  of  a  handfome  Turn  towards  the  defence 
of  the  country. 

In  an  early  part  oftheprefent  Seilion,  the  Chan* 
ceilor  of  the  Exchequer  came  forward  with  a  propo- 
iGtion  to  relieve  iht  funding  fyji cm  by  raifmg  a  material 
part  of  the  Ways  and  Means  to  anfwer  the  Supplies 
that  had  been  voted  within  the  year,  a  meafure  indif- 
putably  founded  in  the  bed  wifdom  and  the  founded 
policy,  but  a  meafure  extremely  difficult  to  be  put  in 
pra3ice,  after  four  years  of  the  mod  expenfive  war 
that  Qreat  Britain  has  ever  experienced.  The  Mi- 
nifler,  no  doubt,  after  many  hours  and  days  and 
nights  of  anxious  deliberation,  taught  bimfclf  to 
believe  that,  he  had  hie  upon  an  idea,  which,  with. 
out  any  great  ihock  to  publick  feelin|K7,  would  carry 
his  principle  into  pradice.  Men  who.  in  a  mo- 
ment of  prefling  exigency,  are  caught  by  the  charm 
of  a  meafure  which  promifes  every  thing,  and 
at  firft  view  feems  to  be  perfedly  eafy  of  execution,  are 
ready  to  lend  their  faith  to  any  propofition  that  fuggefts 
a  certainty  of  fuccefs.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
therefore,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
emboldened  to  propofe  the  encreafe  of  the  AfTefTed  Taxes 
in  the  unqualified  manner  in  whichhe  firft  dated  it  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  It  mud,  however,  in  judice  be 
admitted,  that  no  Financier  ever  opened  a  meafi)re  of 
taxation  in  Parliament  with  more  liberal  admiflion  of 
the  podibility  of  its  being  liable  togrcat  necefTity  of  alte- 
ration, or  with  larger  allowance  of  time  for  the  Mem- 
bers feriouHy  to  deliberate  upon  its  probable  operation, 
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The  rerult  has  been,  that  the  iheafiire  has  been  (ub- 
Jedted  tg  numerous  modifications^  all  calculated  to 
alleviate  the  middling  and  lower  orders  of  the  (People, 
and  thro\ir  a  greater  ihare  of  the  prefiure  of  the  accu- 
mulated taxes  on  the  great,  the  noble,  <and  the  af- 
fluent. The  Minifter  and  a  large  majority  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  have  at  length  been  fatisj&ed» 
that  all  reafonable  ground  of  objedion  was  removecl, 
and  feveral  of  the  molt  eminent  and  refpedable.cha- 
rai^rs  without  doors^  have  both  by  declaration  and 
vritingy  given  their  concurrence  to  this  opinion. 

That  learned  and  Right  Reverend  Prelate  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Landaff,  whole  literary  labours  do  fo  much 
honour  to  himfelf  and  to  liis  country,  has  dignified  it 
with  the  authority  of  his  fandHon,  in  his^  mafterly  and 
paftoral  Addrejs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain^  re- 
cently publiihedy  and  has  even  expreiled  a  fincerc 
wiih  that  the  Minifter  '^  had  done  agreat  deal  n^ore." 
h%  the  learned  and  Right  Reverend  Prelate  does  not 
enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  principle,  provifions 
and  exceptions  of  the  Bill,  or  of  its  probable  opera- 
tion and  effed,  it  may  reafonably  be  concluded  that 
what  he  fays  upon  the  meafure  *  js  rather  to  be  un* 
derftood  as  a  ^general  approbation  of  the  idea  of  raif- 
ing  a  part  of  the  fuppHes  within  the  year  in  relief  of 
the  Funding  Syftem,  than  a  particular  declaration 
that  the  Bill  itfelf,  after  due  examination  and  dejii* 
berate  refleAion  upon  its  confequences,  was  npt  liable 
to  objeftion.  1  he  bifhop's  decU'  ation  that  *'  in,  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Great  i^rltain,  and  of  £urope^ 
palliatives  ate  of  no  u!e,  half  meafures  cannot  fave 
OS,"  is  undeniably  jud,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
follows  up  this  truitm,  does  infmite  credit  to  his  pub- 
lic fpirit  and  his  enlightened  under  (landing,  tiiough 
ibme  of  his  fuggeilions  on  our  financial  refources  are 
certainly  cjueftionable. 

Every  friend  to  his  country  will  naturally  join  in 
the  hope  that  the  means  reibrted  to  by  the  Minifteri 
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in  iNrder  to  carry  the  meafure  of  railing  a  part  of  the 
fupplies  within  the  year  into  effcft,  may  prove  fuc- 
cefsfttU  but  without  tmending  the  ilighteft  offence  to 
men  of  higher  authority  and  better  knowledge  than 
the  Reporter  can  pretend  to,  he  cannot  refill  this  op* 
portuaiity  of  h-nting  the  aprprehenfion«  he  entertains, 
that  the  Aflefled  Tax  AGt  may  in  its  operation  be 
found  deceptive  in  the '  propofed  produce,  and  dan* 
gerous  to  the  (laple  of  taxation  in  its  confequedces. 
It  will  perhaps  readily  be  adcnittedj  that  it  will  ne<* 
ceffarily  occafion  a  great  change »in  the  manner  of  liv- 
ing, not  only  of  the  middling,  but  of  the  higher,  and 
in  fome  inftances  of  the  higheft  claffes  of  the  people. 
Thofe  who  have  fpent  nearly  the  whole  of  their  ifli- 
come  in  their  maincenance  and  the  keeping  up  an  ap- 
pearance requifife^  if  not  to  gratify  their  honeft  pride, 
at  lead  to  fct  them  above  the  prejudices  of  mankind^ 
will  neceSaarily  cad  about  to  find  in  what  manner  they 
can  beft  curtail  their  expenditure  and  lower  their 
taxes.  Men  {errants  will  firft  be  facrificed  whctever 
tfieir  {ervicca  dan  be  difpenfed  \)fith ;  and  pofiibly  on 
tjie  piefent  occafion  families,  who  never  thought  they 
OMdd  exift  withottt  a  footman  in  livery,  will  difco* 
Ycr  (hat  their  twK>  female  fervants  can  execute  all  that 
dtey'wiA  in  regard  to  perfonal  attendance,  and  do- 
mcfttc  offices.  Houiekeepers  of  flender  income  will 
other  let  lodgings,  or  go  into  lodgings  ;  and  an  in- 
fiaite  isane^  of  other  in{faince&  might  be  given  of  aU 
teadaxfOB  in  modes  of  Hving,  which  notwithftanding 
ike  modificadons  of  the  Bill,  v^ill  neceflatily  effed  a 
CMfiderable  dtnunution  of  the  expelled  produce, 
though  not  perb^  whhin  the  prefent  twelve-month ; 
.  but  they  have  been  fo  well  argued  and  fo  amply  dif* 
cuffed  m  Parliaonent,  while  the  Bill  wis  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  that  it  would  be  as  tirefome  as  it  mull  be  fruit- 
kfs  ta  enier  into  their  detail,  the  Bill  having  pafied 
into  a  law.  Indeed  the  inconveniendes  of  individuals, 
however  itkfome  for  the  moment,  are  of  flight  confi- 
deration^  compared  with  the  great  ground  of  appre- 

henfion 


(      VllI      ) 

'  ^enfipn,  which  induced  the  Reporter  to  fay  a  word 
upon  thefubjedl,  viz.  the  fatal  effeft  the  meafure 
may  have  upon  the  ihoft  produftive,  as  well  as  the 
moft  proper  fubjeft  of  taxation— the  luxuries  of  the 
rich.  The  extravagance  and  diflipation  of  pcrfons  ia 
middling  life,  have  ever  been  deemed  a  national  evil, 
highly  prejudicial  to  public  manners  and  public  mo« 
rals ;  but  the  luxuries  of  thofe  who  arc  exalted  in 
rank, ,  and  rolling  in  affluence,  are  not  only  neccflary 
to  the  fnaintenance  of  a  fplendour  and  dignity  be- 
coming their  fituation,.  but  a  great  national  advantage, 
as  they  furniih  the  ftaple  refource  of  taxation.  A 
meafure  therefore  which  fuggefts  to  any  of  the  higher 
or  higheft  clafs  of  the  people,  a  neceflSty  to  reduce 
their  eftablifhment  and  diminifli  their  expenditure, 
may  do  an  incalculable  mifchief,  by  materially  af- 
feding  the  produce  of  the  eftablifhed  taxes,  and  thus 
uke  off  on  one  hand  what  it  would  give  on  the  other, 
to  the  public  refources^  Already  we  hear  of  the  difmif- 
fion  of  fervants,  and  of  the  fale  of  fuperfluous  carriages 
by  families,  hitherto  looked  up  to  as  wealthy  people,  and 
unfortunately  the  Affeffed  Tax  Bill  lends  a  colourable 
pretext  for  their  adopting  that,  at  the  bare  fuggeftion 
of  which,  before  the  Bid  had  paffed,  they  would  have 
fpurned  with  indignation  and  difdain.  A  leiTon  of 
economy  to  the  thoughtlefs  and  profligate  of  the  mid- 
dling and  lower  clafles,  is  always  wife  and  falutary, 
efpeciatly  wheo  accompanied  by  a  coercion  of  an  im« 
mediate  practical  adoption  of  the  precept ;  but  the  mat- 
ter is  widely  different  with  thofe  of  rank  and  ample 
fortune,  whofe  expenfive  habit,  and  coftly  ftyle  of 
living,  contribute  lb  effentially  to  the  refources  of  the 
kingdom. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  may  prove  unfounded,  and  no 
man  will  be  more  highly  gratified  than  the  writer,  if 
rime  and  experience  (hall  mew  that  they  are  fo ;  but 
they  arife  from  a  mind  anxious  for  the  welfare  and 
intereft  of  the  country,  and  alarmed  at  any  meafure 
adopted  as  a  temporary  means  of  carrying  into  effedt 
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fo  laudable  a  principk,  as  that  of  ralfiag  a  confiderable ; 
Aim  for  the  public  fervice  within  the  year,  which  may  > 
in  iti  operation  and  confequences    deteriorate  the. 
eftabliflied  revenue  arifiag  from  the  averaged  amount 
of  the  former  produce  ottaxes.    He  is  well  aware  of' 
the  infinite  di^culty  of  finding  a  fit  and  fafe  means  of 
effeding  the  great  principle  to  wifely  adopted  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  incJeed  the  abfurdity 
of  fomcof  the  projefts  fuggefted  by  diflerent  perfons, 
within  and  without  doors,  fufEciently  proves  the  dif- 
ficulty.    Of  thefej  the  fcheme  of  taxing  the  pnblic 
funds,  unlefs  by  a-ilamp  duty  upon  transfers,  is  the 
moft  dangerousi    diihoneft,   and  impolitic.      Upon. 
the  principle  of  fa/us  p^puli  Juprema  Ux^    it   may 
be  held  to  be  a  found  political  maxim^  that  the  Go-. 
vernment  of  any  country,  when  the  itate  is  in  imms-^ 
nent  dapger   from  invafion  of  an  enemy,  internal 
rebelUon,  or  civil  commotion,  is  authorized  to  call 
upon  the  fubjeft  for  as  much  of  his  fortune  and  pro* ' 
perty,  as  the  reftoration  of  order  and  national  fafety 
may  require  j  but  fcarceiy  any  exigency  can  warrant 
the  felling,  vi  et  armiSy  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  the^ 
legiflature,  on  the  property  of  foreigners,  who  bavtf 
trufted  thdr  wealt^  in  our  hands,  on  the  inducement 
of  the  good  faith,  public  credit,  and  long-tried  intc* 
grity  of  the  Britifh  nation.     Perhaps    more   than  a 
third  of  our  funds  are  the  property   of  Dutchmen, 
Danes,  RuiGans^   Germans,    and  Italians  ;   and  can 
any  man  liflen  to  the  idea  of  touching  a  penny  of  it, 
without  being  (hocked  at  the  fuggeftion  of  fo  difgrace- 
fol  a  breach  of  truft?     This  propofition  v/as  fcen 
in  its  true  light  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  we  have 
no  reafon  therefore  to  iinaginc  ic  will  be  reforicd  to 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who,  from  the 
extent  of  his  genius,  his  experience  as  a  financier, 
and  the  depth  llJPhii  juagment,  is  not  very  likely 
to  adopt  a  projeft"  fo  pregnant  with  the  moft  fatal 
confequences  to  iSational  cfreclit.    There  (till  remains 
however  a  confiH&rable  fum  to  be  raifed  to  anfwer  the 
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to  that  very  rcfpcaable  lift  of  noblemen  and  gentkmcn  who 
had  done  themrelves  fo  much  honour  by  fubfcribing. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  county  of  Clackmannan,  in 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Sir  R.  Aberby,  who  has  accepted 
the  o£Bce  of  Steward  of  the  ChiUern  Hundreds. 

SUPPLEMENTARY   MILITIA. 

Mr.  Sectetary  Dundas  U^j  he  rofe  for  the  puipoTe  of  pro- 
poiing  a  aveafure  that  would  tend  to  remove  fome  doubts  which 
liad  arifen  refpeding  the  Supplementary  Militia^  which  were 
to  be  cdlleAed  by  ballot,  trained  for  2t  day«,  and  then  called 
out  either  in  whole  or  ip  part — for  the  purpofes  of  explanation 
and  expedition,  fome  regulations  were  ncceflary.  It  was  the 
'  intention  vi  his  Majefty  le  call  out  half  the  Supplementary 
Militia,  inftead  of  a  third,  which  had  been  in  contemplation; 
and  the  reafon  for  doing  ib,  was,  that  ten  thoufand  men  had 
been  taken  from  the  Supplementary  and  added  to  the  regular 
troops,  which  had  reduced  the  former  to  50,ocx>  men.  He 
jidnot  mean  to  fay  that  a  larger  proportion  than  one  hel^ 
oni^t  not  ))e  called  out ;  but  that  would  depend  upon  the  cir« 
cumjilances  that  might  occur  frqm  day  tp  day.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  thp  whol^  HooTe  would  concur  with  him  in 
the  of^nion,  that  |h^  preparations  that  were  to  be  made  for  the 
i^prity  of  the  country*  o^ight  to  be  proportioned  to  the  pr^pa* 
ratipus  of  the  enemy  \  apd  not  left  to  calculation  or  cauies. 
HQwever  the  enemy  might  amufethemfelves  with  gaCconading^ 
^nd  delude  tl)cir  fubjcfU  by  holding  out  to  them  the  wealth  of 
this  country  for  plunder,  he  was  fure  that  in  proportion  at 
fudi  language  -was  held  by  tliem,  in  that  fame  proportioti 
ivoutd  the  fpirit  and  aeal  of  the  country  be  excited  ;  by  fuch 
preparation,  the  country  wpuld  be  put  into  fuch  a  cor)dition» 
that  every  man  might  ueep  in  peace  in  his  bed.  Whoever  ei- 
ther here  or  in  France  (hould  inculcate  to  the  enemy  that  we 
had  any  thing  to  dread,  fure  he  was,  that  enemy  would  find 
in  every  attempt  againft  this  country  nothing  but  ruin  and 
confufion.  He  then  moved  for'leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  eri- 
able  his  Majcfty  to  order  out  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Sup- 
plementary Militia,  and  to  provide  for  the  neceflary  augmerk-- 
ution  of  men  in  feveral  companies  of  militia,  by  incorporating 
the  Supplementary  MHitta  therein. 

Leave  was  given,  the  Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  feoond  time  the  next  day. 

l*he  Committee  of  Supplv  and  Ways  and  Means  were  de» 
ierred  from  the  noxt  day  till  Monday.     Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  February  g. 

COALS. 

The  Sheriffs  of  the  city  <tf  London  appeared  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Hoofe  and  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Lord  Mayofi  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons,  aflembled  in  Coaimon  CoupciJ,  pray*- 
ingfor  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  continuing  the  7  th  and  lytli 
of  the  King,  to  prevent  certain  frands  and  abul'cs  in  the  ad- 
meafurement  of  coals.  Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

WET  DOCKS. 

The  Sheriffs  wezv  again  introduced,  and  prefented  another 
petition  from  die  City  againft  the  propofed  plan  of  the  mer^ 
chanu'  Wet  Docks,  and  praying  to  be  beard  by  their  counfel 
againfl  the  paffing  cf  the  faid  Bill  into  a  law, 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhingttm  faid,  that  the  body  of  Merchants 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong,  fo  far  from  behng  inimi- 
cal to  die  prbpofiad  improrements  for  the  better  acoomrooda- 
tioo  of  ibe  (hipping  io  tbe  port  of  London,  that  they  were 
now  engaged  in  digefttng  and  preparing  a  plan  to  the  fame 
eftrd,  wiiich,  if  it  did  not  prove  acceptable  to  the  public,  he 
'  would  be  the  firft  to  have  fenoe  more  preferable  plan  propofed 
and  adopted*  as  be  was  far  from  wifbing  that  the  port  of  Loi^ 
dcm  dioaMbe  left  in  its  prefeat  defe^ive  condition. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  coun« 
|el  to  be  heard  on  the  fecond  reading  of  die  b'dl. 

ADMIRAL    LORD    VICOUNT   DUNCAN* 

The  CbanctUmr  9f  the  Exchequer  appeared  at  the  bar,  and 
bfOD^  up  the  follQwing  meilage  from  his  Majefty ; 
GEORGE  R. 

Hit  Majefty  having  taken  into  hit  royal  confideration  tbe  eooinent  and 
Igtial  fervice  performed  by  Adam  ^ifcoimt  Duncan,  one  of- the  Admirdi 
of  the  Bine,  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  in  an  engagement  in  the  month  of 
Odober  laii  with  a  Putch  fleet  vnder  tbe  command  of  Admiral  de  Winter^ 
not  only  highly  honourable  to  himielf»  but  greatly  beneficial  to  hit  Ma- 
jefty*t  kiogdomt  $  and  being  defiroot  to  beftotr  upon  the  faid  Adam  Vif. 
count  Duncan  Cmbo  confideiable  and  laftingmark  of  bis  royal  favour,  as 
a  teftimoqy  of  his  M«j^fty*a  -  approbation  of  the  faid  fervice,  and  for  this 
tiurpofe  to  give  and  grant  onto  the  fame  Adam  Vifcount  Diracan,  and  to 
the  two  next  fiicceedlng  Hein  Male  of  the  body  of  the  faid  Adam  Vifcount 
Duncan,  to  whom  the  title  of  Vifcount  Duncan  (hall  defcend,  for  an<I 
teiiig  their  Ixres »  a  net  annuity  of  aoool.  per  annum.    But  bis  Majefty 

not 
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not  having  it  in  hit  power  to  grant  an  annuity  to  that  amount,  or  to  cic- 
tend  the  eflfeft  of  the  faid  Grant  beyond  the  tenti  of  hji  own  life,  recom- 
BMrndt  it  to  bis  faithful  Commons  to  confider  of  a  proper  method  of  en- 
abling his  Majefty  to  grant  the  fame  ^  and  of  extending,  iecoring,  and  fet- 
tling fuch  Annuity  to  the  faid  Adam  Vifcount  Duncan,  and  to  the  two 
seat  peribns  on  whom  the  title  of  Vifcount  Duncan  Ihali  defcaid,  in  fuch 
manner  as  ihali  be  thought  moft  effe6hial  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  Adam 
Vifcount  Duncan  and  his  family. 

After  the  meflage  had  been  read  from  the  Chair, 

The  Omncelior  of  the-  Exchequer  moved.  That  it  be  referred 

to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honfe  on 

Mondaunext. 

Mr.  W'dberforce  Bird  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 

Houfe  an  account  of  the  total  net  produce  of  the  taxes  for  one 

year,  ending  January  5th,   1798,  and  diftinguilhing  thofeof 

the  years  I793>  '794'  '795*  ^^'    Ordered. 

CLOCKS   AND   WATCHES.       . 

Mr.  MMnwaring  rofe  in  order,  he  faid,  to  bring  to  the  re- 
ooUedion  of  the  Houfe  the  feveral  petitions  that  had  been  pre- 
fented  before  the  Receft  againft  the  tax  impofed  on  thofe  who 
ufe  Clocks,  Watches,  &c.  Thefe  petKions  came  from  great 
bodies  of  dealers  and  workmen  lA  thofe  articles,  and  many 
mpreof  a  iimilar  tendency  had,  heunderftood,  been  alfp  pre^ 
fented  fince  the  Recefs— The  obje£(  of  his  intended  motion 
was,  that  the  whole  of  thefe  petitions  ihoutd  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  a  Committee ;  nor  did  he  think  it  neceffiury  to 
enter  at  large  into  any  arguments  to  fupport  his  motion,  as  he 
under ftood  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  oppofe  it.  He  would  therefore 
content  himfelf  with  fimply  moving  that  the  feveral  petittons, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  impofed  laft  feflions  on  clocks, 
watches,  &c.  be  referred  to  a  fele£t  Committee. — Ordered, 
and  the  Committee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY   MILITIA. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Bill,  enabling  his  Majefty  to  call  out  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  Supplemental  MUitia,  and  to  provide  for  the  neceflary 
augmentation  of  men  in  feveral  companies  of  militia  by  incor- 
porating therein  the  SuppIemental'Militia,  and  the  Bill  being 
then  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (aid,  that  he  did  not  coo- 
cetvc  there  could  be  any  objc£lion  urged  againft  the  .prefent 

meafure. 
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meafore,  as  it  was  fo  evidently  necellary  to  the  public  fervice^ 
and  fo  urgently  called  for  by  the  prefent  pofture  of  afiairs. 
That  theBilU  however,  might  be  generally' underflood  and 
mart  maturely  confidered,  it  was  his  wifli  that  ic  (hould  ,be 
printed  And  committed  on  Monday.    Ordered. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
^en  deferred  till  Monday,  and  tlie  Houfe  adjourned « 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  Fd.  12. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a 
Committee^  to  take  into  confideration  the  meflage  of  hisMa- 
jcfty  refpe£^ing  a  grant  of  2000I.  a  year  to  Lord  Duncan  be- 
ing read. 

The  Cbtmcilltr  of  Hh  Exchequer  rofe  and  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  circumftances  had  come  to  the  knowlcjdge  of  Government* 
which  would  give  occafion  to  a  (imilar  meiuge  from  the  King 
refpeding  an  illuftrious  commander  in  another  part  of  the 
world,  and  in  order  to  have  both  cafes  combined  in  one,  and 
bid  before  the  propofed  Committee,  he  moved  to  poftpone  the 
Cororoittee  to  Wednefday. 

Mr.  ^//tf/ eiprefled  a  wiHi  to  know,  vfhethcr  it  was  not 
Lord  St.  Vincent  to  whom  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
alluded  \  which  was  anfwered  acrofs  the  table  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  Johms  delired  to  know  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  any  propofitlon  refpeding  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Onflow  ? 

Mr.  Pin  faid,  that  that  was  a  fubjedl  into  which  he  couM 
not  enter.  No  man  living,  he  averred,  had  a  more  fincefe  re- 
fped  for  Sir  Richard  Onflow  than  himfelf,  but  recommen- 
dations from  ilie  Throne,  fimilar  to  the  prefent,  were  always 
confined  to  commanders  in  chief. 

Mr.  O/f/Znu  faid,  that  he  thought  himfelf  bound,  in  confi- 
deration  of  his  connexion  with  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  to  de- 
clare, that  the  queflion  put  by  the  honourable  member  was* ' 
entirely  without  his  knowledge.  ^ 

The  Supplementary  Militia  Bill  went  through  a  Com- 
mittee, and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day.  Ad- 
journed. 

.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Feb,  13. 
^  The  Lord  ChanciUor  delivered  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty 
relative  to  an  albwance  of  aooU.  a  year  to  Earl  St.  Vincent, 

for 
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for  his  gallant  eohdu^l  ^Mnft  tbe  Spanifli  fleet,  &c.  and  for 
continuing  that  allowance  tatbe  two  nex^heirs  oiafe-  of  that 
nobk  Earl. 

The  mefiEige  was  tbe  fame  in  fui^ance  a&  thaft  wbkh  wat 
delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  laft  Monday,  ie^;ie&ki|g 
L«rd  Duncan. 

The  Lord  Chancflhr  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly^ 
upon  this  gracious  mcflage.     Agreed  to  rum.  dljs. 

His  Lordfhip  then  delivered  another  mcfTage  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  precifely  the  fame  as  the  former,  refpeSing  Lord  Dun*> 
can,  and  the  Houfe  agreed  to  the  (ame  addref^'upon  it.  Ad- 
journed t6  Thiirfday.  ,'  , 

BSTEN's  divorce   BILJ,, 

A  Bill  was  prefented  todifiblve  the  marriage  of  James  Eden, 
Efq.  with  Harriot  his  now  wife,  which  was  read  a  firft)  and 
ordered  to  be  rea^I  a  fecond  time  on  to-morrow  fortnight. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

The  report  of  the  Bill  for  calling  out  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  Supplementary  Militia  was  brought  up,  and  tbs  Bill  or** 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  nextday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  delivered  i;p  thje  following 
mefldge  from  his  Myefty  : 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majefty  having  taken  into  his  royal  cofifideratioh  the  eminent  anj 
^gnal  fervice  performed  by  John  EarF  St.  Vincent,  one  of  the  Admirals  of 
Cbe  Blue,  off  Cape  $t*.  Vincent,  ou  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  in  an  engag{> 
ment,  in  the  month-of  February  laft,  with  a  Spaniih  fleet,  under  tbe  con^- 
inandofDon  Jofef  de  Cordova,  not  only  highly. honourable  to  himfelf^ 
but  greatly  beneficial  to  his  Majefly*s  kin^doins  ^  and  being  4ltfiroiui  to 
beliow  upon  the  faid  John  Earl  St.  Vincent  Tome  oonfidorable  and  lifting 
snarkof  his  royal  favour,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  Ma)rfty*s  approbaiien.^ 
the  faid  fervice,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  give  and  grant  unto  tbe  ioid  Johp 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  \o  the  two  next  fucceeding  Heirs  Male  of  the  body 
4>f  the  faid  John  Earl  St.  Vincent,  to  whom  the  title  of  Earl  St.  Yilicent , 
fliall  defcend,  for  and  during  their  lives,  a  net  annuity  of  2000I.  per  »• 
num.  But  his  Majefty  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  grant  an  annuity  to 
the  amount,  or  to  extend  the  effeft  of  the  faid  grant  beyond  the  tern  of 
his  own  life,  recommends  it  to  hniakkBal  Commons  to  coniider  of  a  pn^^ 
per  method  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  grant  the  fame  $  and  of  extending, 
.Iccwri^gt  ^wi  fcttUvg  inch  anniiity  to  the  faid  Joh»  £vl  St.  Vinceatf  and 

to 
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to  the tvro  acjn  pcribiMoii  «p4iom  the  titW  af  BmI  It  Viaceai  ft«ll  AcTcftod, 
ID  fach  manner  u  ibali  be  f  bau|rht  moft  efftftual  for  the  bewfit  of  th^  f««t 
lofaftEarlSKViiiccntiaiUt  fsnuy.  ^  G.  R. 

The  meiC^e  being  read  by  the  Speaker,  was  rcfcrrcJ  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply  the  next  day. 

T!ic  Houfe  refoivcd  itfcif  into  a  Committee  of  the  wlvJc 
Hoafe  to  coniider  of  the  Quarantine  Laws.  It  was  relblvcd 
(hat  the  Chairman  be  iuflrudcd  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  ii) 
a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  ASt  of  the  aStli  of  his  prelent 
Majefty  relative  to  this^fuhj<5<ft.  The.  Houfe  l)eing  relumed 
rile  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Hoofe  went  into  a  Committee  oh  the  Ccrporatior) 
Caufe  Bill,  and  went  through  fevcral  of  the  claufe^.  The  rcr 
port  was  ordered  to  be  leccived  the  next  day.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

W£DNCSDAY,  Feb.  14. 

MAROOK3. 

Colonel  fFalpok  adverted  to  what  had  p^fled  in  the  Uft  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Maroons,  he  had 
ibrbom  preffingany  thing  upon  that  matter  laft  feffton,  upon 
the  fuggeftioii  of  a  right  honoui^ble  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas) 
fignifying  thilt  infenY)atk>n  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  this 
Mkxi  without  ^ny  delay.  He  wiflied  now  to  learn  what  Acp^ 
bad  been  taken  upon  that  fubjeA? 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  h^  could  not  j;ivc  a  com- 
plete anfwer  to  the  queflion  pdt  tto  Mm.  The  documents  to 
which  it  referred,  made  no  pan  of  the  correfpondence  of  hi< 
oflic-e,  at  tlie  f^mc  time  he  hoped  to  he  in  a  day  or  two,  in  a 
condition  tb  cive  to  the  Hoiife  the  information  defired  by,  the 
honourable  Gentleman. 

iARt   ST.    VINCENT    AN0  'l6Rd' Vj'sqOiUNT   DUNC4% - 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcfier  radvorf-frti^  Order  of  tb0 
Day,  for  the  Houfe  ro  rcfolve  itfelf  inroaiCdmiiHttce  of  tii^ 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  his  Majefty 's  mcfiage,'  wUich  be^ 
inffrcad,  i       .  v       . 

1  he  Chaiicellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that.th6>S|iqak4A 
io  now  leave  the  chair.  '-'•.'.    r -i 

Sir  John  Sinclair  obfcrvcd,  that  the  me^g^  refbftetj  ^o  ii'u'i 
St.  Vincent  only  ;  he  wiihed  to  know*  whetliert-l^  medac^e^ 
relaive  to  Lord  Duncan  was  to  be  CQQfi4cfcid.al(o  in  itiit 
Committee?  -  -     u-....   i..,.  '* 
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The  Chamellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,'  that  the  meflage  il- 
lative to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  preceded  that  of  Lord  Durficarf» 
becaufe  the  fubjcft  matter  to  which  it  referred,  was  prior  in[ 
point  of  date  to  the  other,,  but  they  were  both  ordered  to  be 
confidered  by  the  fame  Committee,  and  therefore,  would  no^r 
be  both  fubmitted  to  coniideration. 

The  niefiage  being  read^ 

The  ChancelUr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  could  hardly  diL 
tingutih  between  the  two  gallant  officers  who  were  recom. 
foended  to  the  attention  of  the  Conmittee,  nor  did  he  wifli  to 
do  fo.  It  was  unneceflary  for  hioi  to  fay  any  thing  io  praifq 
pf  either*  He  could  not,  however,  forbear  obferving,  that 
this  was  an  appropriate  day  to  celebrate  the  triumph  of  Ear) 
St.  Vincent ;  for  this  very  14th  of  February  was  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  period  of  that  memorable  fervice.  He  therefore 
moved,'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
annual  fum  of  2000I.  be  ifltied  out  of  the  Confolidated  Fund, 
to  commesice  on  the  14th  of  February,  17971  and  be  fettled, 
in  the  moft  1)eneficial  manner,  on  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  tho 
next  two  heirs  male  of  his  body,  to  whom  the  tit]^  of  £ar)  St, 
Vincent  (ball  defcend. 

The  queilion  being  put, 

Mr.  ^f^y/ faid,  it  would  be  more  in  order  perhaps  that  he 
Ihould  wait  until  the  other  motion  refpe&ing  Lord  Doncan 
ihould  be  made,  before  he  addrefled  the  Committee,  but  un- 
dei  Aanding  there  was  no  obje&ion  in  that  particular,  he  (hould 
proceed  then.  He  was  obliged  to  the  right  honourable  Gen** 
tleman  who  made  this  motion*  for  introdtscing  the  word  An-^ 
niverfaiy  into  bis  fpeech  upon  the  queftion  now  before  tho 
Coinmittee.  It  certainly  was  an  appropriate  term,  ibr  it  wat 
now  twelve  n^onths  fince  the  Name  ci  Earl  St.  Vincent  was 
announced  from  the  throne  to  that  houfe.  He  was  fatisfied  tlie 
public  mind  felt  confiderable  indignation  at  the  conduAof  Mir« 
nifters,  as  it  applied  to  the  ca&  pf  that  nqble  Earl.  The 
Houfe  mufl  confider  this  miferable  piece  of  ad:ing  (for  a  mi* 
ferabte  piece  of  a£king  it  was)  in  the  lame  light  as  the  public 
did,  atthoii|;h  he  had  no  hopes  the  Houfe  would  exprefs  itfclf 
as  it  felt. 

\t  it  could  be  fuppofed  for  a  mooient,  that  in  bringifig  this 
fubje6l  to  the.  confideraiion  of  the  Committee,  the  right  hor 
nourable  Genrlema^  was  doing  an  a£t  of  voluntary  ju0:ic<c  to 
that  great  commander^  charader,  it  would  be  as  obvioUi,  that' 
even  a  voluntary  a^  of  public  juftice  and  national  gratitude 
wis  executed  in  ^o  gfofs  a  way,  as  to  confer  rather  d^fgrace 
than  honour.   But  this  was  not  a  voluntary,  but  a  cOmpulfor/ 

a^ 
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aft  of  public  juftice  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters-*^ 
Why  did  th^y  now  come  forward  with  a  propofal  of  pecantary 
rcoMnpciice  to  Ix>rd  St.  Vincent  ?    fiecaufe  they  could  not  for 
lhame  do  ctherwife — Let  us  look  to  the  dates  of  the  yarious 
pnxrccding^,  and  let  us  look  to  the  manner  in  which  the  whole 
tranfa&ioo  ha$  been  conduiSied.     Jt  was  now  a  twelvemonth 
9go  fince  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mt«  Dundas)  announced  to 
this  Houfc  the  atchievemcnt  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and   in 
glowing  language  ftated  it  to  be,  as  it  truly  was,  an  adioii  un* 
paralleled  in  thc.annalsof  our  naval  glory.    At  thiit  monient, 
9fter  thcufual  vote  of  thanks,  two  honourable  Metnbers;..ruir 
turally  warmed  with  the  patriotic  gratitude  of  the  nioment» 
(Mr.  Keenc  and  Sir  C.  Bunbury)  propofed  an  aJdrefsto  the 
Throne  for  ibme  mark  of  royal  favour  to  the  noble  Earl. 
This  the  miniftry 'got  rid.  of  by  a  mifcrable  objeQion  m  point 
of  form.    An  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Grey)  refiflcd  this 
quibble  of  form  on  theprccedent  of  the  addrefs  to  CJoeen  A  nn,  on 
behalf  of  the  D.  of  Marlborough ;  a  precedent  never  yet  contro- 
verted fairly,  nor  even  relied  upon,    when  a  very  recent  mo^ 
tion  was  made  relative  to  Admiral  Onflow— hut  tJieobjeclk>n 
of  form  fucceeded — ^Lord  St.  Vincent  was  mddean  Eati^ 
but  he  believed  it  would  not  be  denied,  that  hts  Barony  had 
Jong  been  offered  for  the  fignal  fervices  he  had  rendered  in  the 
Mediterranean!  and  there  the  matter  refted.    On  the  iitb  of 
Ofiober  the  vi^ory  of  Lord  Duncan  was  obtained.    The 
Houfc   knew  how  foon  that  gallant  perfon   was  rewarded^ 
Parliament,  die  inftant  it  met  in  November,  'wer^  apprized 
of  the  events  fo  gratifymg  to  every  man  who  heard  it-^a 
great  and  fignal  vidory  it  was.   No  man  felt  more  tlian  he  did 
on  that  brilliant  action,  nor  a  greater  gratitude  to  tlie  noble 
Commander  who  atchieved  it.     Bui  fmce  the  Minifters  had 
decidedly  marked  a  different  line  of  condu£t    between  the 
treatment  of  the  noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Vifcounr,  he  had 
fome  right  to  obferve  on  the  comparative  merits  of  thofe  two 
fignal  anions,  though  fuch  comparifons  had  an  invidious  air. 
Lord  Duncaa  had  at  lead  a  force  equal  to  the  Dutch.     Lord 
St.  Vincent,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  right  honourable  Secre- 
tary of  State,  when  he  announced  the  viAory  to  the  Houie^ 
had,  with  fifteen   fail  of  the  Britifli  line,  defeated  tW^ty- 
feven  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Jekyll  oMerved  that  the  Chancellor  was  fmUitij;,  bo#^ 
faid  he,  "  A  man  may  fmilc  and  fmile,  and  b^  a  ■»*■"■  > 
MtiHfler :  "  he  contended  that  there  was  not  the  fame  ine-. 

!|uattty  in  ttie  forces  in  both  thefe  a£tk>t\s,  but  he  fliould  have 
cormd  to  have  marked  tliefe  inequalilies,   had  not  the  cafi^ 

D  2  demanded 
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^manded  it  (a  prodigious  cry  of  Hear  I  Htar  I  from  the  other 
fideofihe  Houfc).  •   . 

Lord  Duncan's  right  hohooraWe  relation,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  fo  ftntcd  Lord  St.  Vincent's  viiStory  imnrediatcly  after 
iMi^  Duncan's  vMftorr  was  announced  to  the  Houfe,  his  peer- 
iage  foHoWed  ;  and  flwrrly  after,  before  •••  thofe  fhoej  were 
old"  with  which  the  noble'  Vifcoont  walkert  into  the  Hoofe  of 
Lords,  this  meflige  comes  fttxti  ijie  Throne  to  beftow  upon 
his  Lordfhip  a  penfion  of  icool  for  three  lives.  Things  be-  * 
ing  thus  fituate ;  on  Monday  laft  came  the  ChanceHor  of  the 
-Exchequer  to  the  Houfe,  twelve  months  after  the  viftory  of 
pi  Lord  St.  Vincent*  ind  with  a  fort  of  cold  blooded  rccoliec- 
tion  of  It,  put  off  the  motion  to  this  day,  thdt  he'  mr^rht  refer 
to  the  Committee  a  fimilar  one  relative  to  fome  noble  com- 
:mander  he  did  hot  condcfcend  even  to  name,  and  in  phrafes 
of  fomewhat  more  than  his  ufual  ambiguity,  uttered  a  few 
wrords  refpe£^ing.*'circumftances  recently  coAjmunicated,  fhat 
had  made  k  advifeable  to  bring  foch  a  matter  forward.*'— 
What  recent  circumftances  ?  Was  there  any  thing  to  be 
known,  touching  the  Earl  St.  Vincent,  that  had  not  been 
known  for  the  period  of  a  twelve-month?  It  looked  as  if 
Ihde  ambiguous  phrafes  were  adapted  from  a  defire  of  Mi* 
niflers  to  dep;rade  the  noble  Earl,  by  m^iking^  dirty  infmu- 
ation,  that  he  or  his  friends  had  merely  applied  to  them  for 
pccoriiary  compenfatioii.  But  L()rd  St.  Vtncent^s  glory  wa$ 
every  way  ineant  to  he  eclipfed.  Hii  fplendor,  Was,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  ba  obfcured  in  a  mrji^  and  no  matter  from  what 
country  that  miji  was  to  arife.  He  begged  to  be  uiiderftood, » 
that  even  on  the  J;roond  of  equal  claims  to  natfonal  grati- 
tude for  chefe  two  great  and  fignal  exploits,  ftill  the  reward 
was  unequal.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Lon! 
Duncan*s  right  honourable  relation,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
luuft  both  be  lawyers  enough  to  fee  the  inequality.  The  pe- 
cuniary recompence  was  giv«i  to  both,  and  upon  the^  fiice  of 
the  grant,  from  an  af&Aed  Similarity  of  language,  it  appeared 
|o  be  of  the  fame  value.  It  met  the  ear,  but  not  fo  the  un- 
derftandin^ ;  for  the  noble  Vifcount  had  iflue,  but  the  ooblc 
Earl  bad  not. 

In  point  of  policy,  nething  could  be  more  ferioufly  detri- 
mental  to  the  favourite  fervicc  of  this  country*  the  navy,  than 
tbefe  meafures  of  minifterial  partiality.  It  irHroduced  into  it  a 
Ipirtt  of  diftruft,  jealoufy  and  difcontent.  What  will  ev^ry 
admiraU  every  captain,  every  officer  of  the  Britifli  fleet  feel, 
when  they  are  led  to  confider  this  impolitic  and  partial  condufb 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  ? 

So 
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So  much  for  the  manner  of  their  proceedings.  Let  us  now 
look  to  the  period  they  have  chofert  to  adopt  for  this  application 
Id  Parliament  for  fnms  of  aoool.  or  40C0I.  per  annum  for 
Aroe  lives — 

At  a  period  of  the  deepeft  peconiarf  diftrefs  the  country  had 
ever  experienced — ^at «  moment  ithen  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  his  friends  confidSed  almctfl  that  they  muft 
abnndt^n  their  favourite  j^aftiipe^  t^ie  Funding  Syftem ;  at  a 
fttnc  trhen  ihey  were  hanging  out  a  begging  bo^c  at  the  corner 
of  every  (ircet/and  were  Icraping  together  guineas  apd  half- 
pence from  menial  (ervants  to  parade  at  the  Bank  with»  and 
fomi(h  frefti  funds  lo  fupport  their  \yar,  and  their  own  con- 
tinuance in  office.  He  knew  that  fome  gentlemen  would  care 
nothing  about  theft  truths,  and  were  even  plcafed  to  hear 
.  diem,  fo  that  (bey  could  difcover,  that  notwithftanding  fuch 
truths  eiifting,  they  could  ftill  continue  to  remain  in  their 
places.  Bur  »f  h^  knew  the  noMe  Earl,  v^rhofe  caufc  he'  was 
now  urging  to  the  Committee,  he  was  well  aflixred  that  if  he 
was  aware  of  the  general  diftreft  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
he  wouM  he  the  lafl  man  alive,  either  to  feek  or  receive  any 
pecuniary  afliftance  from  the  public  purfe.  No:  not  if  the 
HoMc  Earl  had  a  relation  in  every  right  honourable  Gentleman 
on  the  opposite  bench,  and  not  one  of  diofe  relations  had  con* 
tributed  to  the  public  diftrefs. 

iic  bad  received  an  earldom  ;  and  God  grant  that  in  future,^ 
peerages  may  be  as  well  befiowed.  Mr.  Jekyll  faid,  he  re- 
vered as  much  as  any  man  the  dignity  of  the  peerage  ;  and  he 
lamented  it  (houid  ever  be  degraded  and  proAituted  to  decorate 
iDiniflehal  fycophants  or  l)orough  joli1)ers  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  or  be  difpofed  of  for  bafc  or  unworthy  purpofes. 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  fecmed  to  think,  that  the 
rank  had  been  fomewhat  depreciated  of  late,  as  a  barony 
could  not  be  thought  at  that  moment  worth  acceptance,  with- 
out a  folid  pecuniary  advantage  annexed  to  it.  ^ 

Upon  the  grounds  that  this  matter  was  brought  forward  in 
an  improper  manner,  at  an  improper  time,  and  feemingly 
with  a  view  of  cafting  a  ilur  and  cold  negle£k  on  the  gallant 
and  noble  Earl,  he  could  not  help  declaring,  that  in  his  opi-' 
nkm  it  rcfieAed  eternal  di^race  on  the  King's  Miniders.  - 

The  CbanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  ought  perhaps  fo 
apologize  to.tl^  Committee  for  taking  notice  of  the  fpeech  of- 
the  learned  Gentlem;in  who  had  juft  fpoken.  What  caufe  did 
the  learned  Gentleman  plead  ?  H'he  was  pleading  the  caufe  of 
Earl  St.  Viilcent,  he  was  pleading  without  fee  or  retainer;' 
and  although  from  his  great  talents  no  doubt  bis  fees  ivere 

numerous, 
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numerous,  yet  his  exeitioos,  neither  that  nig^  nor  atqnf 
other  tin>e,  were  likely^  tl^b^ioga^ny  thii^  into  that  b^gjt||* 
box  which  he  had  ibomchdefpired^  but  which  •ojUiersrregaf^kd 
as  a  \x>x  into  which  the  frieod$  of  their  country  dcpaikcfifoini 
or  their  wealth  to  iliew  their  patciotifeiv.u^  ^o  vy^^t  the 
learned  Gentleman  has  in^uiuatoj  Coi^iq^sn^g^tfac  lapidity 
with  which  Lord  Duncan  waajrwarded  in  <!j(me^ujbnGe/c£  bif 
conneftions,  he  be^ed  leave  *fo  fayi  that  with.r^ffpc)^  to^thaK 
which  was  now  about  to  be  lujhfni^ted  to^.this  Qoaiifuttee^  i^ 
did  not  come  until  four  meiuhs  after,  the  briljifip^  vi4^pry 
which  tvas  the  cau(e>pf  it--^tiiie  mdepi  that  h^,,<:ouId  have 
wi(hed  CO  bring  it  forward  foon^r^  but  public  bu&nc^j>ceventfd 
him  from  doing  fo.  With  refpe«&  to  Earl  St*  Vin^^ti.  the 
circumflanoe  to  which  he  alluded  oa  a  forjii^er  day>  and  the 
manivrr  of  bin  ting  at  which  gave,  ib  m.ttch  ofren(^e  to  ihe  l^am* 
ed  Gentleman^  he  could  only  fay»  that  tbofe^very  circum-* 
ftances  (which  he  would  ftate  prefcntly)  did  not  conn:  to  his 
knowledge  until  .within  four  and  twenty, Jioiir^  of  his  commu-, 
nication  of  them  to  that.Houfe.  What  was  the  nature  of  this 
pecuniary  recompence  ?  .  Was  it  intended  to  ad^  any  thing  to 
the  title  of  the  Earl?  Nothing  like  it;  but  it  was  to  pn^blc 
tliat  noble  Earl  to  fupportthedigaity  of  thel^igh  rank  tO/w)>icb  - 
his  Maje(ly  had  juftly  and  wifi^ly  taire4  huQ.  ^  .(  . , 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  learned  Qentleman  uix)n  th^  hipping*, 
box,  he  knew  it  was^  according,  to  tbe  wishes  of  tliap.  learned 
Gentleman,  a  fitter  title  than  ai^y  other.  Bi)t  the  learned 
Oentleman  told  the  Committee  another  thi^g,  tfi^t  peei^ages 
fhould  not  be  depreciated.  Nothing  ihould  be  wanti^jig  to  s^d 
grace  to  a  peerage.  He  agreed  in  that  propofition*  He  was 
of  opinion  .that  peerages  (bould  not  be  granted  in  general,  un- 
lefs  there  was  confiderable  property  to  fupport  their,  dignity. 
But  when  for  the  moft  fplendid  exertions  men  i^Fere  brought 
into  that  rank,  if  they  had  not  fufficient  {property  of  their  own, 
they  ought  to  be  enabled  to  do  fo  by  the  gratitude  of  the  pub-> 
lie  in  whofe  fervices  they  had  fo  fuccefsfully  toiled,  and  for 
whofe  benefit  they  acquired  their  glory.  The  rank  was  given 
to  them  by  the  gratitude  of  their  Sovereign  and  their  coqntf y, 
and  the  pecuniary  recompence  was  given  to  fupporl  that  raiik 
when  their  own  circumftances  were  inadequate.  Witli  re- 
gard to  Lord  Duncan,  he  knew  the  cafe  to  be  fo.  Wiih  re- 
gard to  that  of  the  Earl  St.  Vincent,  he  did  not  know  it  until  : 
within  a  few  hours  of  his  ftating  the  matter  to  that  Houfc. 

The  learned  Gentleman  had  afFeded,  he  would  fay  aJBfedl- 
ed,  a  regard  for  the  fervice  of  the  Navy,  for  the  purpqfe  of  tra- 
ducing the  conduit  of  MinifterSf  which  was  the  conftant  praQ- 

tipe  . 
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tice  (^  that  teamed  Gcntlenlan  and  thofc  whom  he  called  his 
friend*  ;'*i$  ^as  fhcwa^la  which- they  condudtcd  themfelves' 
againft  thofe'whom  they  called'  their  enemies,  and  he  affe£ted  to 
fee  a  jeatcKjfy,  a difcontent  aflfing ourof  this  m<?afiir5,  and  in- 
fnlt  to  Lofd  St  Vincent;  wirich  hbt^ever  was  vifible  to  no  hti- 
iban  beiVig  b^ftbtlic  !eami?d  GciHteman  who  pleaded  the  caufc 
of  the  noble  Eari*.  The  troth  *df  the  matter  was,  that  infor- 
ifvati^n^catfte  to  hfc  Majefty^  Mihifters,  that  Earl  St.  Vincent's 
cfrcumftai^ces  were^not  fully  adi*quatd  to  the  high  rank  into 
which  he  had  been  To  juftly  called,  and  the  nooment  they  knew 
it  they  comtminKfat^d  it  to  the  Hduie.  Here  he  entered  into 
thehiftory  of  the  dates  of  the  barony  and  earldom  of  the  noble 
Admiral,  to  (hew  that  there  had  been  nodehy  in  Either.  The 
reafbn  why  an  application  for  a  pecuniary  recompente  did  not 
^ome  foonefi  he  had  already  flated. 

What  were  the  next  points  in fifted  upon  by  the  learned 
Gentleman  ?  That  this  makes  an  invidious  comparrfon  between 
the  two  noble  Admirals,  and  that  the  noble  Earl  ought  to  rejed 
the  meafure  now  before  the  Committee.  This  was  the  way 
the  learned  Gentleman  fupported  the  caufe  of  his  friend,  and 
the  way  he  f^vvt  fadsfoifion  to  the  tiavy  and  aided  the  caufe  of 
his  country.  The  learned  Gentleman  talked  of  fhe  merits  of 
Lord  Duncan.  He  did  not  exaggerate  them,  he  couW  not  ex- 
aggerate them  if  his  talents  were  greater  than  they  were.  He 
compiained  of  invidiou?  comparifons ;  if  any  had  been  made, 
they  were  made  by  himfelf,  aiid  himfelf  only.  Nothing  would 
provoke  bim,  itor,  he  believed,  provoke  the  Committee,  or  the 
public^  to  tniVe  airy  invidious  cbmparifons  between  thefe  tw<J 
gallant  officers.  The  period  in  which  they  afted  was  the 
brightcCtin  our  hiftory,  and  they  were  uf^rivalled  in  their  glo- 
ry at  the  period  of  each  atchievement. 

The  idea' that  an  iKmouirable  Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Dundas)  had 
faid,  that  Lord  St.  Vincenfs conduft  was  unparalleled,  could* 
not  be  conftrued  to  meat!  that  it  fhould  never  be  afterwards  ac- 
knowledged that  any- other  perfon  had  equal  nnerit.  Indeed  the 
learned  Gentleman  need  not  have  laboured  that  point  fomuch ; 
and  he  believed  that  the  learned  Gentl^nan  would  have  nei- 
ther the  concurrence  of  the  Committee,  applaufe  from  (he  pab-^ 
lie,  nor  thanks  from  Earl  St.  Vincent,  for  many  parts  of  his 
fpeech  that  night ;  nor  would  the  learned  Gentleman  be  able 
to  raifc  a  jcaloufy  between  the  two  noble  Admirals,  for  they 
were  animated  with  emulati6n  without  rivalfliip,  and  felt  equa- 
lity without  envy  ;  and  all  who  were  the  fincere  friends  of  both; 
and  of  their  country,  would  difapprove  of  the  fpeech  deliveie^l 
b]p  the  learned  Gentleman  that  day,  fo  that^the  learned  Gen- 
tleman 
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tieman  wquld  not  have  any  reaibn  to  he  pooud  of  the  increafe 
of  his  fame  frocn  his  labouri  that  night, 
.  As  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  Gountry,  be  could  only  fay  that  we 
all  felt  we  were  in  a  (ituation  which  called  for  great  and  extra* 
ordinary  exertions.  He  trofted  tlie  fpirit  which  had  he6n  fet  on 
foot  wonld  become  general,  but  he  was  well  aware  that  neither 
the  learned  Gentleman^  nor  any  of  thofe  whom  he  generally 
called  his  friends,  would  out  of  ihcir  purfes,  or  by  their  exer* 
tions,  contribute  a  mite  to  the  begging-box  which  he  had  b 
pleafantly  defcribed.  He  had  only  to  add  that,  as  this  honoor 
was  beftowcd  fo  wifely  on  the  noble  Earl,  there  was  not  a  nian 
in  this  country  (except  the  voluntary  counfel  of  the  noble  Ad- 
miral) whofe  poverty  of  fpirit  was  luch  as  not  to  wifh  that  his 
rank  may  be  duly  fupported  by  that  public,  for  whofe  intereft 
his  glory  was  acquired. 

Mr.  Nichlls  (aid»  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche<]uerhad 
reduced  the  finances  of  the  country  to  fuch  a  ftate,  tbat  it  was 
a  matter  of  doubt  with  him  whether  it  was  expedient  to  make 
any  pecuniary  gratifications,  even  wbcrc  they  were  raoft  me- 
rited ;  but  if  pecuniary  gratifications  were  to  be  made  to  the 
two  noble  Lords,  as  their  merits  were  fiated  to  be  equal,  he 
thought  their  rewards  ought  to  be  equal.  But  the  rewards 
given  to  the  two  noble  Lords  hy  the  propofed  refolution  wouM 
iiot  be  equal.  Lord  Duncan  had  three  fons;  Earl  St.  Vin« 
cent  had  no  children,  and  was  at  that  period  of  life  that  it  was 
not  probable  he  would  have  children;  he  might, however^ have 
other  relations  whom  it  might  be  his  wiih  and  his  duty  to  pro-, 
vide  for,  and  if  the  Houfe  determined  to  confer  pecuniary  re- 
wards, thofe  rewards  ought  to  be  equal,  not  merely  in  words 
and  found,  but  in  fubfUnce.  The  prefent  refolution  was  in 
b&.  only  a  grant  of  an  annuity  for  life  to  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
while  it  was  a  grant  for  three  fucccflive  generations  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Duncan  ;  he  therefore  propofed  the  folbwing  amende 
ment,  to  follow  the  words  of  limitation  in  tlie  grant : 

And,  if  thrfaid  John  Earl  St.  Vinctm  /houid  lesve  no  Heir  M&If  of  his 
body  living  at  the  time  of  hit  dcccafe,  then  the  &td  annuity  of  two  thoofand 
pottiidt  &  year  to  go  and  mnaui  to  the  esecutortf  adminiilratorfy  and  aC 
figns  of  the  (aid  John  Eati  St.  Yiiic^t  for  the  term  of  thirty  ^ne  yean,  to  b^ 
eompoted  from  the  death  of  the  l.iil  John  Ear!  St  Vincent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fa  id,  he  hardly  knew  whe» 
ther  he  ought  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
any  longer.  The  learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
Aient  began  by  dating  that  it  was  improper  to  give  away  any 
moueyi  and  concluded  with  a  propafition  to  make  the  grant  <vf 

rtionoy 
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moaey  larger  than  w^  defire^i.  This  was  money  to  be  granted 
to  fupport  a  title,  and  yet  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
Gentleman  tended  to  prolong  the  payment  of  the  money  after 
the  tkle  cirtay  ha^e  become  exttn£ti 

-Mr.  /Virfe/Zf  faid,  he  never  was  inclined  to  queftion  the 
pdwers  of  fcarcafm  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  poflefled, 
and  which  he  had  exercifed  before  on  his  learned  Friend  (Mr* 
Jekyll),  or  to  contend  with  Him  on  a  matter  on  which  he  al- 
lowed him  to  be  the  ^f//r^nWr^j.  He  ftill  maintained  that 
hi»  grant  would  not  operate  equally,  becaufe  to  one  it  would 
only  be  a  granffor  life,  in  the  othcr^cafe  it  would  be  arrant  for 
three  lives. 

.  Sir  Francis  Baring  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, that  the  diftance  at  which  Lord  St.  Vincent  was- 
fcrving  his  country,  was  a  circumftance  fuflicient  to  fatisfy 
every  perfon,  that  his  honourable  Friend  (iCf  r.  Jekyll)  could 
not  have  been  inftrudcd  oh  this  occafion,  nor  indeed,  that 
the  wiihes  of  the  noble  Earl  on  the  fubjed,  could  poffibly  be 
known  to  any  perfon  in  this  country.  His  honourable  Friend 
muft  therefore 'be  confidered  as  fpeaking^  hb  own  fentiments, 
in  which  no  doubt  his  feelings  had  participated  in  confequencb 
of  what  appears  to  have  been  the  negledt  of  an  oflBcer,  fo  emi- 
nently diftmguifhed  for  his  profeflional  (kill,  as  well  as  for 
his  perfonal  bravery  and  foccefs.  In  thefe  fentihients  he  muft 
participate  moft  fincerely,  but  whilft  he  regretted  the  delay 
which  Iwd  arifcii,  he  muft  add,  that  in  his  humble  opinion, 
better  late  than  never.  He  could  nor  perfcSiy  agree  in  tliink- 
ing,  that  the  fittfation  of  the  country  ought  to  preclude  that 
Hoirfc  from  voting  pecuniary  rewards  for  great  and  meritorious 
public  fervices  ;  ikud  he  was  of  opinion,  than  whenever  his 
Aiajefty  thought  proper  to  diftingarfli  officers  for  fuch  very 
important  fervices  as  thofe  rendered  by  the  noble  Lords  then 
under  confideration,  that  that  Houfe  ought  moft  chearfulfy  to 
contribute  the  means  of  enabling  them  to  fupport  their  title's 
with  propriety  and  even  dignity.  A  cOmparifbn  had  been  made 
between  tne  two  fervices,  which  might  be  attributed  to  thofe 
flings  which  arofc  from  the  delay  tn  not  taking  earlier  notice 
of  diofb  of  jElarl  St»  Viucent;  but  whilft  he  participated  ia 
thofe  feelings  to  their  full  extent,  and  whilft  he  was  fatisfied». 
tfa^t  every  profeflional  man  would  acknowledge,  that  |he  ac- 
tion of  the  14th, of  February  was  particularly  diftinguiflied 
above  all  others,  fQr  ;he  ikill  and  ability  difplayed  on  the  oc- 
afion^  accompanied  at  the  fame  time  with  the  utmoft  bravery 
2{id  .fucce(s  •;  yet  he  was  forry  that  the  comparifon  had  been 
cade.    Both  fervices  wcr3  great,  important,  and  highly  meri- 
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toriouft  ;  both  were  dcCbwti^  of  the  tiolice  of  bis  Majefty  wni 
o(  that  Heufc  ;  and  although  he  would  not  ^pretend  to  exercife 
his  own  judgment  how  br  the  rewards  were  d^iy  proportioned, 
under  the  refoiutions  propofcd,  yet  he  coold  not  hefitate  a  wo^ 
ment  in  votins  fbr  that  in  fatour  of  Lord  Duncan,  which  he 
confidered  at  doe  to  his  merit,  and  a  juft  and  proper  acknov* 
ledgment  of  that  merit  on  the  part  of  thac^'Houie. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  anfwered  the  infinuation  that  ha4 
been  thrown  out,  that  Lord  Duncan  was  promoted  becaufe  he 
wa^  a  relation  of  his.  He  certainly  was  that  relation,  but  be 
challeitged  stny  man  to  infinuate  that  he  was  on  that  account 
promote^  or  honoured.  Lord  Duncan  had  married,  he  (aid»  a 
near  ^fid  a  dear  relation  of  his,  but  he  was  recommended  to 
the  Oown  by  his  own  condu^,  and  by  that  alone.  He  bad 
known  him  almoft  as  long  as  he  had  known  any  body,  and  he 
would  venture  to  fay,  that  a  more  worthy  man  did  not  exiiV, 
The  viffcory  was  not  the  only  fcrvice  he  had  rendered  his  coun- 
tty }  he  had  been  long  known  and  revered  in  the  fervlce ;  he 
was  beloved  by  every  body,  and  yet  until  he  went  into  the 
North  Seas,  he  never  had  the  command  of  more  than  one  ibip* 
•«He  (Lord  Duncan)  applied  to  him  after  the  viflory  was  oi>* 
tatned'over  the  Dutch  fleet,  defiring  he  wouM  do  every  thkig 
in  hit  power  to  difTuadc  his  Majefty  from  callir^  hull  into  a 
rank  to  which  his  fortune  was  not  adequate,  for  that  he  had 
Ave  daughters  and  three  fons,  and  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  gra* 
tify  his  vanity  at  the  expence  of  his  family.  But  his  Majefty^ 
ofhis  own  mere  motion,  had  determined  to  grant  to  him  a 
peerage ;  and  as  that  vrastbe  cafe,  it  became  neceflary  to^rant 
him  this  pecuniary  recompence  to  fupport  the  title.  Mr.  Den- 
daft  then  confirmed  the  ftatement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, relative  to  the  circumftancesof.Eari  St.  Vincent  not 
coming  to  their  knowledge  iintil  within  twenty-four  hours  of  its 
being  laid  before  Parliament,  fo  that  there  was  no  delay  in 
that  refped. 

Mr.  Phnur  approved  highly  of  the  prefent  grant  to  both  the 
Admirals,  and  thought  that  the  public  money  could  not  at  any 
time  be  better  employed  than  by  giving  a  reafonable  part  of  it 
to  perfons  of  fuch  extraordinary  merit*  But  while  Command-* 
9t%  in  Chief  received  the  rewards  juftly  due  to  their  meritsy  he 
thought  thofe  fecond  in  command  were  alfo  entitled  to  the 
bounty  of  their  country.  Every  man  who.  heard  him  would^ 
he  was  fure^  concur  in  any  poor  eulogium  he  could  beftow  oa 
the  Admiral  who  was  fecond  in  command,  on  the  celebrated 
I  ith  of  Ofiiober  laft.  Sir  Richard  Onflow  bad  on  that  d^y  fig-. 
nalized  himfelf  by  a  condoA  truly  Britiib^  and  a  heroifm  that 
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wouU  add  luftre  to  any  chari£tcr.  And  » it  had  pkaftd  bit 
Mafcftj  to  raife  bioiy  onafked  and  onfolidted,  to  the  rank  of 
Baronet,  he  thought  fome  provifion  ouffht  to  be  made  for  him 
fuitable  to  the  title.  It  had  been  ftated  oy  Mr.  Dundas,  among 
the.reaCbnt  why  Lord  Duncan  was  particularly  entitled  to  a 
penfion,  that  he  had  a  large  family,  and  k  was  for  a  fimilar  rea- 
ha  Mr.  Plomer  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  remunerate  Sir  Richard 
Onik>w»  who  had  feven  children,  had  heen  forty  years  in  the 
fervioe,  and  was  not  in  circumftances  to  fupport  the  title. 

The  Chanciiior  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  a  moft  painAil 
diins  for  a  man  to  be  placed  in  a  fituation  of  oppofing  motions 
of  this  kind;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the 
line  which  had  always  been  adopted  in  fimilar  ofes,  viz.  no( 
to  enter  upon  thcfe  fubjedU  without  a  recommendation  from 
the  Crown — and  thefe  provifions,  granted  to  fupport  titles. 
were  always  confined  to  thofe  who  were  firft  in  command.  It 
they  were  to  go  beyond  that  line,  he  wifhed  tbcm  Id  confider 
to  what  ah  extent  it  might  carry  them.  The  hon.  Gi»itle« 
man,  who  he  was  fure  lumfted  this  idea  with  the  beft  poflibte 
intentkxiS)  would  reoolleS,  that  the  dignity  of  baronet  which 
had  been  conferred  upon  Vice- Admiral  Onflow,  did  not  re-^ 
qmre  as  much  expence  to  fupport  it  as  a  peerage.  The  fervicea 
of  the  Vice- Admiral  mud  be  frefli  in  the  recollection  of  every 
peribn,  and,  ha  hoped,  always  would ;  but  it  (hould  be  remem*- 
bered,  that  there  were  others  who  had  held  the  fituatk>a  of  fe« 
cond  in  command,  and  to  whom  no  pecuniary  gratification  hzi 
been  granted,  and  who  had  received  fimilar  honours.  He  then 
allud^  to  tlie  cafes  of  two  noble  Admirals,  who  had  received 
the  dignity  of  peerage,  who  had  npt  any  pecuniary  grant  what* 
ever.  The  Houfe,  tlierefore,  could  not  depart  from  its  efta- 
bli(bed  praAice ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  Hon.  Gentle* 
roan  Would,  upon  confideration,  agree  with  him.  At  all  events 
it  could  notjbe  prefled  then,  as  the  Committee  were  confidering 
bis  Majefty's  MeiTage.  But  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
upon  confideration,  would  not  renew  it,  becaufe,  if  he  did,  he 
(die  Cfaancelloi'  of  the  Exchequer),  upon  the  grounds  he  had 
fiated,  ihould  be  obliged  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  FiomiT  was  fatisfied,  but  obferved,  tha^  if  illnifs  had 
not  prevented  him,  he^  would  have  attended  the  Houfe  on  a 
farmer  day,  and  exprefled  himfelf  to  the  fame  effe£l  as  he  had 
done  now,  and  the  anfwer  would  have  prevented  the  Commit- 
tee from  hearing  him  that  night. 

Sir  /PI  Dcib^  faid,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  go  to  the  ex- 
ttmt  wfaicfaiielielieved  his  Majefiy  wifhed,  and  which  he  be- 
ficvei  was  the  wi(h  of  the  people.    He  wilhed  to  grant  to 
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thefe  crfficers  a  iafiing  mark  of  public  gratitude,  but  in  the 
CQUife  of  affairs  the  three  lives  might  foon  pafs  away,  and  then 
there  might  be  a  yoiing  peer  who  had  not  enough  to  fupport 
his  title.  He  would,  therefore,  fuggcft,  tliat  infiead  of  20C0I. 
a  year  for  three  lives,  it  fhould  be  coool.  for  a  given  numl^r 
of  years.  That  only  loool.  a  year  (nould  be  paid  to  ihc  holder 
of  the  title,  and  the  reft  to  accumulate  at  compound  iuiprdl 
until  it  came  to  a  fum  fuflScicpt  of  itfelf  to  fupport  the  title. 
He  thought  this  would  be  a  good  plan  to  he  applied  to  all  No^ 
bility  out  of  their  own  efiates. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that,  if  it  were  the 
fenfeof  the  Houfe  to  make  a  perpetual  provifion,  it  might  be 
done  by  the  Confolidated  Fund,  the  fame  as  by  the  pi .m  of 
the  hon.  Baronet.  But  he  would  not  then  give  anv  definitive 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft.  With  refpeft  to  one  of  the  noble 
llords,  he  had  to  ftate  to  the  Committee,  that  he  poffcffcd  an 
eftate  that  would  in  a  few  years  lie  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  the 
title :  and  this,  he  thought,  was  fome  anfwer  to  thofe  who 
bad  accufed  Miniftcrs  of  a  blind  partiality. 

Sir  IftUiam  Dclben  faid,  he  wiihed  a  permanent  provifion  to 
pervade  the  whole  Houfe  of  Peers,  fo  that  when  his  Majefty 
conferred  titles,  the  heirs  would  be  able  to  fupport  them. 
Meafures  fhould  in  his  opinion  be  taken,  for  enabling  the  peer- 
age to  do  this  by  a  fund  amongft:  themfclves,  which  could  al- 
low two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  to  any  one  poiTefling  that 
dignity. 

Mr.  Johns  heartily  affented  to  the  granting  the  propofed  an- 
nuities, but  wished  the  Vice-admirals  could  alfo  be  remunerated 
for  their  ferviccs. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  were  de- 
ferred to  Friday,  and  the  Supplementary  Militia  Bill  ordered 
to  \)t  read  a  third  time  the  next  day.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   Feb,  1 5. 

Received  from  the  Commons  the  Bill  for  calling  out  a  ccrr 
tain  number  of  the  Supplementary  Militia,  which  was  read 'a 
^rft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  lead  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 
Adjourqed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

THURSDAY,  Feb.  1 5. 

Two  petitions  were  brought  up,  one  from  the  clock  and 
watch  makers  of  Liverpool,  the  other  from  thofe  of  Ediii- 
burgh,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  Tax  upon  thofe  articles. 

The 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
confider  of  the  grant  to  Lord  St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan 
was  brought  up,  nod  the  refolutions  therein  contained  were 
read  twice,  and  a  Bill  ordered  accordingly. 

SUPPLEMENTARY    MILITIA. 

The  order  of  the  Day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Supple^ 
meniarv  Militia  Bill  being  read, 

Sir  Jnhn  Sinciair  faid,  that  before  the  Bill  he  read  he  would 
'  put  a  queftion  to  Miniilers,  to  which  he  hoped  for  a  fatisfa£tory 
anfwer.  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  fet  out  wtth  dating,  that 
**  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  call  out  half  the  Supplementary 
Militia," — When  the  Bill  was  firft  brought  in  he  was  not  in 
the  Houfe,  and  therefore  could  not,  as  he  would  have  done 
had  he  been  fo,  make  an  objed\ion  to  it  on  the  fcoie  of  the 
preamble  running  in  that  way  without  fufficient  grounds  for 
it  being  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  he  thought  that  the  words 
{hould  rather  be  "  2$  may  he  "than  **  it  is  " — From  the  afpe£l  of 
public  affairs,  he  conceived  that  not  merely  ha/f^  but  a/i  the 
Supplementary  Militia  ought  to  be  called  out.  It  was  known 
that  the  enemy  were  making  great  preparations,  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  us  to  make  equal  preparations  to  refiQ  them.  . 

Air.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  he  did  not  view  the  words  . 
of  the  preamble  in  the  way  they  were  confidcred  by  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet — he  had,  however,  noobjeSion  to  the  words 
being  changed  from  **  //  /j"  to  *'  it  may  be"^-SLt  the  fame  time 
he  reminded  the  honourable  Baronet  that  it  was  not  neceflary 
to  provide  in  this  Bill  for  calling  out  the  whole  Supplementary 
Militia,  as  a  power  was  vefted  iVi  the  Crown  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  former  A£l. 

TLe  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  with  the  amendment 
fuggeflcd  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  pafTed. 

MAROONS. 

Colonel  fFalpole  defired  to  l>e  informed  whether  fince  he  had 
laft  mentioned  the  bufinefs,  any  flep  had  been  taken  refpcfting 
the  Maroons,  who  had  been  fent  from  Jamaica  to  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  fince  tiic  honourable  Gen- 
tleman had  mentioned  the  Maroons,  he  had  looked  over  the 
papers  refpefting  them,  and  would  five  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman the  trcnible  of  making  a  motion  on  that  head,  by  lay- 
ing before  the  Houfe  extra<^  of  the  correfpondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Governor  Wentworth  on  tlic  occa- 
fion,  and  he  concluded  by  qioviog  to  that  e(Fe£t. 

Colonel  JValpoU  faid,  he  had  no  obje£tion  to  the  correfpon- 
ibnce  of  Governor  Wentworth  being  laid  upon  the  table,  and 

he 
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ht  had  a  great  rtfpcSt  for  ^e  Govemor's  opinion  ;  but  it  hap- 
pened that  the  Maroons  thenofelvcs,  who  were  much  better 
judges  of  their  own  coodhion,  were  of  a  very  difiFerent  opinion 
from  the  Governor  on  that  fabjed.  They  declared  that 
their  fufierings  were  intolerable,  that  they  could  not  bear  the 
extreme  cold  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  that  their  wives  and  children 
were  ftill  lefs  able  to  bear  it;  and  they  begged  that  they  might 
be  removed,  or  eJfe,  if  they  were  placed  there  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  puniibmeot,  that  they  might  be  hanged  at  once, 
and  their  wives  and  children  be  fent  to  a  warmer  climate. — 
The  Colonel  concluded  by  moving,  ^*  That  a  paper,  intided, 
"The  Petition  of  the  Maroons/*  and  dated  the  12th  of  Au- 
guft,  I7Q7»  be  laid  before  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  oecritary  Dundas  faid,  that  petition  would  be  found 
among  the  papers  which  had  been  already  moved  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  -the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  which  had  been  appointed  for  next  Monday, 
be  poftponed  to  Wednefday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thornton  faid,  that  an  honourable  Friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Manning)  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  this  week,  for  a  Lift  of 
the  fittbicribers  to  the  Voluntary  Contribution  at  the  Bank.  In 
the  abfence  of  that  Gentleman,  and  by  his  defire,  he  poftponed 
the  motion  to  next  week,  in  confequence  of  the  contributions 
flowing  in  fiift,  and  his  wishing  to  give  more  time  to  gentle- 
men.   Adjourned* 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Feb.  16. 

Tfae  Bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpe&ive 
ftages. 

The  Dule  of  Bedford  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he. 
{hould  move  that  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  for  a  day,  which  he 
would  name.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Fob.  16. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  prefeated  a  .petition  from  the  clock  and 
watchmakers  of  the  city  of  Carlifle,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
clock  and  watch  duty.    Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  former  petitions  have  been  referred. 
Mr.  Ab.  Ntwland  ipTtitxiteA  feveral  accounts  from  the  Bank. 
The  Of der  for  taking  the  petitions  refpcfting  the  Tewkef- 
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bury  cleAion  into  confidcration  on  the  asd  was  difclni|ied ; 
and  the  petition  xtfpeAmg  the  right  of  election  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  coniideraiion  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  that, , 
oompliimng  of  an  nndue  ele&idn,  on  the  3d  of  May. 

Mr.  Xoji  brought  up  the  Bill  for  enabling  his  Ma[efty  I0 
fettle  and  fecure  an  annoif  y  of  2000I.  per  annum  on  Earl  St. 
Vincent  and  on  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan.  The  Bills  were  read 
a  6rfi  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecoiid  time  on  Monday, 

The  Quarantine  Bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  that  the  Ads  of  54  and  3^  of  the  King  be 
read,  which  being  read  accordingly,  he  then  moved  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  Monday  next, 
to  confider  of  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  repeal 
of  fo  much  of  the  faid  Afis  as  irapofcd  a  duty  on  gold  and  filver 
made  ufe  of  in  the  manufadure  of  watch  cafes.    Agreed  Co. 

Mr.  Hdih§ufe  moved,  that  tliere  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  value  of  Britifli  and  foreign  merchandife  im* 
ported  and  exported  in  the  half  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Ja* 
nuary  and  5th  of  July,  1797*  and  cm  the  5th  of  January^ 
1798,  as  fu'  as  the  foroe  could  be  made  oat. 

Mr.  Ro^  obferved,  that  the  account  of  the  imports  atid  ex- 
ports down  to  that  period  were  now  making  out,  and  would 
ipeedily  be  laid  on  the  table,  upon  which  Mr.  Hobboufe  with- 
drew lits  motion. 

Mr.  HolAoufe  then  moved  for  an  eftimate  of  the  navy  debt« 
as  it  Oood  on  the  31ft  December,  1797  ;  and  alfo  for  feveral 
other  accounts,  which  vrere  ordered. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  Sargent  moved.  That  the  fum  of  10,587!.  173.^1  td.  be 
granted  to  the  Commiffioners  for  completing  the  ordnance 
works ;  alfo  the  fum  of  i  ,920!.  for  other  ordnance  fervices. 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  deferred,  and  tlie 
Houfe  a^oumed  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Satukoay,  Fih.  17. 

The  Suppfemenfary  Militi»  Bill  was  read  a  OiiiA  time  and 
fafid.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Satoeday,  Feb.  17- 

New  writ  ordered  for  New  Malton,  vifit  JLoti  Milton, 
sow  Lord  Oorche(ler« 

Kennett 
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Kennett  and  Avon  Canal  Petition  was  prcfented. 
Macklin*s  Lottery  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 
.  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  dated »  than  unlets  the  Bill  was  paflfed 
before  the  drawing  of  the  lottery,  Mr.  Macklin,  for  whofc 
benefit  this  Bill  was  intended,  would  be  utterly  ruined.  J^e 
therefore  moved  that  the  Bill  fhould  be  committed  on  Monday 
next,  though  it  was  always  ufual  that  a  longer  fpace  {bould 
intervene  between  the  fecond  reading  and  the  Committees  upon! 
private  Bills. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  Fth.  19. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  that  immediately  before  the  late 
recefe  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty,  praying  him  to  remove  his  prc- 
fcnt  Minifters ;  but  their  Lordfhips  did  not  confidcr  that  mo- 
tion fo  pref&ng  as  to  induce  them  to  poftpone  the  intended  ad- 
journment. He  now  rofe  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  that  motion.  For  his  own  part,  in  the  difpofw 
tion  which  feemed  at  prefent  to  prevail  with  their  Lordihips, 
he  did  not  perceive  fach  probability  of  fuccefs  as  would  have 
induced  him  again  to  trouble  them  with  it,  liad  he  followed 
only  his  own  judgment.  Several  of  his  friends,  however, 
differed  from  him  as  to  the  expediency  of  bringing  it  forward  ; 
and  it  was  in  confequence  of  their  defire  that  he  now  wiflied 
their  Lordfhips  to  be  fummoned  to  take  it  into  confideration. 
With  refpecft  to  the  day  to  be  appointed  for  the  purppfe,  he 
had  been  informed  by  fome  whom  he  had  confulted,  that 
it  would  not  be  convenient  for  them  to  attend  for  iotne  time.* 
He  therefore  fliould  propofe  that  day  three  week9.  If  any 
other  day,  however,  was  deemed  more  convenient  by  their 
Lordfliips,  he  was  ready  to  attend  upon  any  other  day,  and 
ftate  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  make  the  motion. 

Lord  Grenvlle  faid,  it  was  not  for  him  to  decide  what  day-, 
the  noble  Duke  fhould  fix  upon,  to  make  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  He  was  glad  to  find,  however,  froiTi  the 
diflant  day  which  had  been  propofed,  that  even  the  noble  Duke 
himfelf  did  not  coniider  it  of  fo  prefTing  a  nature  as  would  have 
rendered  it  at  all  nccefTary  for  the  Hbufc  to  put  oiF  their  ad- 
journment, the  laft  xxTtkt  it  had  been  announceti  The  Houfe 
had  been  then  fitting  fix  weeks  upon  prefEng  bufinefs,  and  the 
noble  Duke  had  not  thouglit  proper  to  attend  the  Houfe,  to 
bring  forward  that  motion  which  he  conhdered  fo  pi'cfling^ 

but 
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but  which  he  now  thought  might  be  put  off  without  danger  to 
the  country.  When  ilic  motion  (hould  be  lub  •  1" '^d  to  the 
Houfe,  he  was  ready  to  ftate  the  motives,  *Hid  ihe  -  nl '  ones 
which  could  induce  his  Majefty's  Minifters  in  the  ;  ^  r^.,,?  mo- 
mentous crifis,  to  retain  the  (ituation  which  they  held,  aad 
Co  ftate  the  reafons  which  (hould  induce  the  Honfe,  as  far  as 
they  could,  to  exclude  from  the  adminiftration  of  public  af- 
fairs men  who  profefled  principles  and  avowed  fentiments, 
which  if  armed  with  power,  could  not  fall  to  prove  the  ruin 
of  the  Confticution  and  profplerity  of  this  country  ! 

The  Houfe  ordered  to  be  fummoned  for  that  day  three 
weeks. 

Read  the  Bilb  on  the  table,  and  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  Feh.  19. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Mack4in*s  Lottery  Bill,  and  the  feveral  rcfolutions  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  deferred  till  Wedncfday. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Corporation  Caufes 
Bill  was  further  confidered,  and  the  Bill  wa!i  crd«.  red  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday  next,  if  liicn  engrofled. 

The  Bills  for  fettling  and  fecuring  a  certain  annuity  on 
Lord  St.  Vincent  and  on  Lord  Vilcount  Duncan  were  read  a 
fccond  time,   and  ordered  to  be  commuted  the  next  djy. 

supplementary    MlLiriA. 

Mr.  S/wi^r acquainted  the  Houfe  that  the  Lords  had  pafled 
the  Supplementary  Militia  Bill ;  that  they  had  made  feveral 
afnendments  in  it,  to  which  they  dcfircd  the  concurrence  of 
that  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  then  rcfolvcd  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  the  afhendmervts  made  by  thejr  Lordfliips 
were  feverally  put  and  agreed  to. 

GOl.Z>    AND    silver    PLATE    USED    IN    THE    MANU- 
FACTURE   OF    WATCH.  CASES.' 

Mr.  Hofe  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee,  toconfulerof  the  propriety  of  repealing  two  Acts 
knpo&ng  a  certain  duty  on  gold  and  filver  plate  munuf  flu  cd 
into  watch  cafes,  and  thought  it  proper  to  obfervc  thar  i.ic  Bill 
he  meant  to  bring  in  had  no  connexion  with  the  petitions  be- 
fare  the  Houfe  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  clocks  and  wstches: 

Vox-.  IL  1798.  F"  But 
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Bat  as  the  tax  produced  but  a  trifling  fum;  and  was  fttfted^to 
be  injurious  to  the  tcade,  the  repeal  of  it,  be  expe£ted»  would 
prove  beneficial  to  it. 

Kir.  ff^ilbtrfwce  Bird  wouW  make  no  objedlion  to  the  pcti- 
tbn,  asitfeemed  to  be  a  voluntary  contribution  in  aid  of  the' 
tr^de,  but  had  it  interfered  with  the  petitions  before  the  Hooie 
far  the  repeal  of  duty  on  watches  and  clocks,  he  moH  certainly 
would  have  oppofed  it.  v 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rofe,  it  was  then  refolved  to 
the  Committee  that  the  duty  on  gold  and  filver  plate  manit^ 
fa£lured  into  watch  cafes,  do  ceafe  and  determioey 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  of  Friday  laft  was 
brought  upt,  and  the  refolutions  for  grj^itiiig  certain  fams  for 
Ordnance  Services,  Were  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  deferred  till  Wednefday. 
'  The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  mto  a  Committee  on  Foz- 
ard^s  Divorce  Bill,  when  witnefies  were  examined  and  coun-- 
fel  heard  \  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  ao. 

The  Royal  aflent  was  given  by  commiffion  to  the  Supple- 
mentary Militia  Bill,  and  two  private  Bills.  The  Lord  Chan* 
cellor,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  Lord  Chefterfield,  .were 
the  Commiffioners. 

Macklin's  Lottery  Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Commons^ 
and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  Houfe  refolved  Itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  in 
which  Mr.  Ploraer  was  heard  in  belialf  of  Thomas  Stapleton, 
£f{].  who  lays  claim  to  the  Barony  of  Beaumont.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Feh,  20. 

Tvhe  Slave  Trade  Carrying  Bill  was  poftponed  to  that  day 
fe'nnight. 

Several  accounts  from  the  Offices  of  Government  were' pre* 
iented,  aiid  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 

SCOTCH    DISTILLERY   BILL. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  Mr.^  Rofe  moved  t^ 
'   continue  the  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill. 

Mr.  AVDowall  wifhed  the  mcafure  (hould  be  accelerated, 
'is  very  bad  confe<^uences  would  refult  from  the  dubious  flate 

in 
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in  which  it  now  ftood.  He  ftated  that  in  Deccraber  laft 
19,0  )0  gallons  were  entered  which  produced  a  confiderable 
revenne  ;  bat  it  appeared  by  a  retura  from  the  Board  of  Ex- 
cife  in  Seotknd,  that  only  5000  were  entered  now,  little  more 
than  one  third  of  the  quantity  entered  in  December. 

Mr.  jRff/ir  (aid)  that  the  Lords  ^  the  TreaCury  had  received 

much  important  information  on  this  fubje&  from  the  Com- 

mtffipners  of  Excife  jn  Scotland,  biit  as  diere  were  various 

cpiniDns  Ufjon  it^  and  as  it  was  a  bufinefs  of  great  confequence 

to  the  Revenue  and  the  public  at  large,  he  wiftied  to  have  the 

whole  fubm'nted  to  the  invefligation  of  a  Committeey  in  order 

that  fuch  regulations  might  be  adopted,  and  fuch  a  quantum  of 

additional  duty  fixed,  as  would  tend  to  preferve  the  morals  of 

the  people,  and  at  the  fame  time  fecure  a  permanent  and  re- 

/i^eSable  revenue.    As  the  bufinefs,  however,  could  not  con* 

^niently  be  adjufted  fo  foon  as  the  ift  of  March,  when  the 

prefent  Bill  exp'u^,    he  ihould  only  then   move,    ''That 

leave  be  given  to  bring  in  ji  Bill  to  extend  the  term  of  the  pre^ 

fcnt  Aa  for  a  (tort  time,  to  be  limited.'* 

Mr.  M^Dowall  was  avcrfe  to  delay. 

Mr.  Rofe  in  reply,  faid,  that  he  was  perfe£Uy  aware  of  the 

neceffity  d^a  fpeedy  remedy  being  applied  to  that  evil,  and  fo 

£ar  fVom  wifhing  to  delay  it,  he  hoped  by  the  next  day,  or  the 

day  after,  to  have  the  papers  and  documents  ready  for  the  in«> 

fpedion  of  the  Committee  to  be  then  appointed. 

Mr.  IVilbrcham  Boatle  defired  to  podpone  the  commitment 
of  the  Election  Treating  Bill  for  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  Charity  Dundas  wiflied  it  to  be  deferred  for  a  rrionth, 
to  give  Gentlemen,  who  in  a  fortnight  would  be  on  circuit, 
time  to  attend. 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  he  knew  a  friend  of  his  meant  to  propofe 
fome  claufes  to  the'Bill ;  they  might  be  propofed  and  the  con- 
fideratton  podponed  to  a  future  day.  He  fuggefted  the  pro* 
priety  of  committing  the  Bill  that  day  week,  and  then  fixing  a 
day  for  the  confideration  of  it. 

The  original  propoGtion  .was  withdrawn,  and  the  fuggedion 
of  Mr.  Xierney  adopted.  The  Bill  therefore  is  to  be  com- 
mitted  'I*'oefday  fe'nnight. 

The  Bills  fbr  granting  annuities  to  EarJ  St.  Vincent  and 
Lord  DuticaYI  wfent  through*  a  Committee,  alul  were  ordered 
to  be  fcported  the  next  day.    Adjourned. 


F  2  HOUSE 
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,  HOTJSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesday,  RL  ai- 

The  Speaker  obfcrved,  that  on  account  of  the  illnefs  of  Mr. 
Lee,  it  was  necefTary  that  an  affiftant  clerk  (hould  attend  the 
Houfe,  and  he  recommended  that  Mr.  John  Benfon  (hrtuld 
aS  asfjbftitute  at  theT^iblc,  to  which  the  Hon fe  agreed  im- 
mediaiely. 

A  petit i  m  was  prefented  from  a  number  of  fculptors,  pray- 
ing that  a  Pil!  might  be  brought  in  to  allow  them  copy-rights 
in  new  models.     Referred  to  a  Cotpmittee. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FINAiiCE. 

The  Chancellor  of  th  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  which  being 
read, 

He  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury  had  in  confequence  of  fuch  reports,  be  referred  to 
the fani'^  Committee.    -Ordered.' 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  all  thefe  proceedings. 

Hhe  Chartcelhr  of  the  Excheque  then  obferved,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding which  had  been  upon  the  fubjeft  now  before  the 
Co.nmitiee  were  neceflarily  of  great  length*  There  were 
many  tiling^  which  muft  hereafter  come  betore  the  Houfe  for 
difculiioiK  Many  other  things  had  been  under  the  regulation 
o  Exccuijye  ',^iWcrnment,  and  arrangements  made,  agreeing 
in  general  wiih  the  opinions  and  fuggcftions  of  thefe  Com- 
mitiees.— There  were  not  many  points  that  would  require 
the  intervention  of  Parliament  to  carry  the  fuggeftions  of  the 
Committee  into  effeft  \  at  letft  he  fhould  not  have  many  of 
them  to  bring  forward  at  prcfent  He  only  meant  to  movfe 
fome  of  the  points  that  had  been  fuggeftedby  the  Committee ; 
and  here  he  muft  obferve  that,  after  the  Bills  for  which  he 
fhould  move  were  brought  in,  Gentlemen  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  difcuiling  the  points  better  than  could  be  done 
at  prefcnt.  That  to  which  he  now  chiefly  referred  was  to 
be  founci  in  the  fourth  Report ;  the  firft  part  related  to  the 
general  finance,  of  which  he  did  not  at  prefent  mean  to  take 
ariy  notice.  The  part  to  which  he  wiflied  to  draw  the  atten-* 
tion  of  the  Committee  related  to  the  neceflity  of  making  fome 
Parliamentary  regulations  with  regard  to  the  public  offices  ; 
and  his  chief  objed  was  to  give  a  Parliamentary  fan^lion  to- 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  Committee  upon  that  fubje£t,  man/ 

parts 
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parts  of  which  had  already  beea  carried  into  execution  by 
Executive  Government,  they  having  power  to  do  fo  without 
legiflative  authority.  Much  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee  had 
been  put  in  a  train  during  the  laft  fourteen  years  ;  but  them 
were  fome  modifications  of  offices  which  had  been  deemed  ad- 
vifeable  by  the  Committee  tliat  could  not  be  carried  into  ef* 
{e€t  without  legtflative  authority,  and  therefore  it  became  nc- 
ccffary  for  him  to  bring  in  Bills  or  thefe  purpofes.  Pew  of 
thcfc  mcafures  were  expefted  to  be  of  immediate  public  be- 
nefit, but  they  were  expected  to  be  hereafter  beneficial  to, a 
confiderable  extent.  They  differ  perhaps  from  fome  parts  of 
the  reports  of  the  Committee,  but  in  general  they  were  ia 
conformity  to  fuch  reporus.  He  fliould  move  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  aboli(h  certain  offices  in 
the  Cuftoms,  and  for  regulating  others,  &c.  He  faid  it  had 
been  long  under  confideration  to  abolifh  certain  feesi  and  to 
introduce  fome  regulations  inftead  of  them  at  the  Cuftoms, 
but  he  apprehended  that  the  quefiion  would  be  attended  with 
confiderable  difficulty,  and  he  was  extremely  doubtful  whe- 
ther any  mode  could  be  found  that  would  be  more  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  Merchants  than  the  mode  now  adopted.  For  that 
rcafon  no  arrangement  had  hitherto  been  attempted  to  be 
made  ^  nor  had  he  at  prefent  any  thing  to  propose  upon  that 
head.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal,  and  many  plans  had  been 
fubonitted  upon  >that  fubjcd,  but  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
forma decicled  opinion  upon  any  of  them. 

Another  meafure  was  relative  to  the  Cuftoms  and  other  of- 
fices, upon  which  he  had  a  propofition  to  fubmit  to  the  Com- 
raktee,  which  was,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolifli  the  unnecefiary  holidays  at  the  Cuftoms,  and  other 
public  offices,  and  for  enforcing  the  perfonal  attendance  of 
certain  officers  belonging  thereto,  &c. 

Another  meaCiire  was,  one  alfo  founded  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee;  it  was  an  alteration  on  the  mode  of  colleft- 
ing  the  revenue  on  the  article  of  fait.  This  he  propofed  do* 
iog  by  transferring  the  management  of  that  duty  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  officers  of  Excife. 

Another  meafure  .was,  one  that  was  more  of  a  queftion  of 
police  perhaps  than  any  other,  he  meant  fome  better  regula- 
tion with  rclpe£l  to  hawkers  and  pedlars. 

.He  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  different  Bills,  the  ob- 
jedis  of  which  he.  had  thus  ihoxtly  opened,  and  leave  was 
given  for  each  in  its  order. 

TAXES 
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TAXKS  IN  SCOTLAND, 

Tbi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thei>  faid,  that  the  next  ob- 
jed  he  had  to  fubmit  was,  ooe  that  related  to  t-he  Land  -Tax 
and  AfleiTed  Taxes  of  Scotland.  He  moved.  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  more  fpeedy  ooU 
le£lion  and  remittance  of  the  Land  Tax.  and  Aflefled  Taxes 
in  Scotland. 

Sir  JW^  Sinclair  faid,  he  entertained  doubts  whether  this  oio- 
lioo  would  anfwer  kny  good  purpofe,  or  whether  it  contained 
all  that  oughtto  be  fpecified  in  order  to  attain  the  objed  which 
the  r^ght  hor*ourai)le  'Gentleman  Teemed  t9  have  in  view* 
ThH»  however,  was  not  his  chief  reafon  for  rifing  ;  what  he 
wanted  chi<$fly  to  know  was,  whether  the  Finance  Commit^ 
tee  was  to  be  revived  or  not  ? 

The  Qjaneelhr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  fubmitted  ' 

all  he  had  to  fubniit  to  that  Committee.     The  honourable  \ 

pacenet  might  have  coUeded  from  what  he  faid,  that  he 
fiibuld  have  fome  motion  to  that  efFed,  and  it  happened  fini* 
gular  enough  that  he  hold  then  in  his  hand  a  motion  to  levi^ 
that  Cqmmittee.  He  ftated  that  few  of  the  objeds^comprif- 
ed  in  the  reports  of  the  Committee  were  fuch  as  to  requiie 
Parliamentary  proviflon';  that  mod  of  them  might  be  wdt 
managed  under  the  regulation  which  hadbeen  adopted  bjr 
the  Executive  Government,  and  that  fome  of  tbefe  regula* 
tions  had  already  been  carried  into  effed.  How  far  othert 
that  had  been  fuggefted  might  need  improvement  he  would 
not  prefume  to  determine,  but  when  they  came  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  Houfe,  evei^  Gentleman  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  his  opinion  upon  them,  the  Houfe  would 
undoubtedly  fupply  any  unintentional  omiflions  of  the  £xe« 
cutive  Government,  and  an  opportunity  would  be  given  to 
the  Committee  to  fugged  any  further  improvements  that 
might  appear  to  them  to  be  pradicable.  In  order  to  kee^ 
the  matter  before  the  Houfe,  he  meant,  after  this  lefolutio* 
ihould  be  difpofed  of,  to  move,  '*  That  the  Chairman  be  di- 
rected to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  fit  ^gain*" 

The  qtieftion  was  th^  put  and  carried. 

Tha  ChancfJlar  of  the  Exchequer  made  a  motion*  for.  the  ro^ 
vtvai  of  the  Sele£l  Committee  of  Finance,  which  was  screed 
tow 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  Mr.  JHkiart  reported  the  refo* 
lutions,  and  aflced  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was  granted,       ' 

The  Finance  Committee  being  nominated,  it  confided  ot 
...  the 


i 


um,  &iO      woqwau.'$  parliamentary  reports.  39 

the  (ane  names  as  the  former,  Mr.  Sheridan's  being  the  hfk 
upoo  the  lift. 

Mr.  fVilbetforce  doubted  the  propriety  of  fuffcring  the  name 
of  anjr  Member  -who  had  feceded  from  the  Houfe,  upon  any 
ComnoMtteey  bccaule  it  was  imporunt  that  none  ihould  be 
lominated  upon  fueh  Committees  but  thofe  who  were  likely 
todoiheirduty. 

The  queflion  being  put,  <*  that  thefe  be  the  names  of  the 
Committee," 

.  Tbt  Chemtdkr  ^  tht  ExrhiquirfM,  that  if  it  ihould  appear 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  at  tendance,  the  Iloufe  poflefledyand 
vould  exercife  the  pcfwer  of  fubftituting  other  Members  ^ 
thofe  who  abfiented  themfelves.  But  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  neceflary  to  make  any  alteration  in  a  Commitee  whofc 
report  gave  io  much  fatisifadion.  But  as  io  thofe  who  chofe 
to  abfent  themfelves,  he  could  only  fay  it  was  utterly  impof«> 
fible  for  any  Gentleman,  confiftently  with  the  duty  he  owed 
lo.hisconftitiients,  to  abfent  himfelf ;  and  as  impoflSble  for 
Urn  to  fay  in  that  Houfe  that  he  would  not  attend  it,  without 
being  fubjed  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe.  Whether  any 
thing  of  that  kind  had  been  faid  any  where  elfe  was  not  then 
to  be  inquired  into.  TheHoqfe  could  not  be  guided  by 
any  rumour  of  fecciBon.  As  to  fom^  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee,  their  abfence  was  unavoidable,  for  they  were 
upon  military  duty.  He  did  not  think  that  there  would  be 
any  material  de^ciency  of  attendance  of  the  Committee,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  move  for  any  additional  names* 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  Houfe  agreed  ^o  go  into  a  Committee  of  \he  who!e 
Houfe  on  Moncby  fc'nnight,  to  confider  further  of  the  report. 
of  the  Ccmmittee  of  Finance. 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

n?€  Chantelhr  of  the  Exchequtr  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  Howfe  to  rcfolve  itfelif  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hotife,  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  a  fupply. 
The  Houfe  having- refolvcd  itf^lf  accordingly, 

The  Chancflhrnf  i}j0  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  now  to  move 
for  the  ufual  fum  to  be  raiftd  on  Exchequer  Bills,  that  was, 
he  propo(ed  the  fame  fum  as  wasgrantcr'  laft  Stfllon  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  particulars  of  this  Motio.i  l>e  would  flate  to  the 
Committee.  From  the  circumftances  of  the  country  he,  had 
thought  it  proper  to  ciefer  the  opening  the  ways  aiid  means 
for  railing  the  fwpply  fo*"  fon^e  weeks,  for  which  there  were 
nrious  reafons.     There  was  reafoh  for  thinking  that   leav- 

,    ing 
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ing  this  matter  ooen  for  a  time  may  render  a  loan  tefsuQeeC-* 
fary  than  it  would  otherwife  be.     The  liberality  and  puh*' 
Kc  fpixii  which   had  already  difplayed  itfelf^  and  tW  ffi- 
fit  which  had    been  mantfededy    and    which   be*  truft«d' 
would  fpon  rpread  all  over  the  kingdom,  was  of  a  very  .flat- 
tering n^iturey  and  he  thought  it  advifeabje  ta  gire  tipie*for; 
the  operation  of  that  fpirit  before  he  opepcd  the  wny^o^^ 
means  for  ratfing  the  lupplies  of  the  year.     Another  reitfori  - 
W8s»  th^t;  by  the  delay  he  propofed  in  thi^  refpeAi '  a«  o^pOr- 
tunity  woi/ld  b^  had  tp  fee  the  theeffeft  of  iiy^-Mt^  Aneff^u 
l^ioe^il^y  Mlowing  the  time  for  th^  firft.  inftahntot  to  p^ 
before  the  ways  and  means  were  opened.    He-  then  knpTcri:. 
a  refolution^  *'  That  three  millions  beraifed  on  Excheqo^ 
Bills."  . 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  hcf  doubted  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
fure..  If  there  were  any  circumilances  that  rendered  it  pro- 
bable that  motley  would  be  lefs  fcarce  hereafter  than  it  was 
at  prcfent,  then  the  pdtponmg  the  ways  and  means  would 
be  a  wife  n)eafure»  but  he  apprehended  the  contrary,  and 
therefore  the  Miniftcr  might  have  reafon  to  repent  of  this  d^ 
lay.  Hfe  complained  of  the  complex,  manner  in  which  the 
public  finances  were  broughtYorward.  In  former  tirtesthe/ 
whole  income  and  expenditure  of  the  country  were  brought 
on  together,  fo  that  both  could  be  fecQ  at  a  view,  but  by  thi| 
complex  mode  of  proceeding,  the  finance  of  fhe  country, 
could  not  be  well  undcrftood.  This  was  a  new  confuGon  la  .  i 
our  accounts,  and  he  mud  obje6l  to  the  refolution. 

^The  Chq/icellor  of  the  Exchtquer  faid,  he  believed  there  ne- 
ver was  a  period  in  the  hlllory  of  this  country  in  which  the 
fubje£l  of  finance  had  I  een  rendered  fo  acceflible  to  every 
Mnderftandjng as  the  prefent  period.  True  it  was  that. in 
former  limes  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  Houfe.at  one  .,. 
time,  but  that  did  not  imply  that  they  were  clearer  on  th^t  ,. 
account ;  and  in  reality  were  fo  far  from  being  fo,  that  they 
were  intelligible  only  to  thofe  who  had  ii>ade  finance  the 
whole  ftudy  of  their  lives.  The  reafon  why  he  dated  thefc 
things  more  than  once,  was  for  the  purpofe  of  explaining 
each  urticle  under  its  own  particular  head;  and  it  wat  fin^ 
gular  that  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  complained  of  the 
confufion  of  our  finances,  (houldbe  againd  a  fydem  that  had 
explanation  for  its  objc^   .  •      .         ' 

The  refohition  was  then  put  and  carried.  .        . 

The  report  of  Lord  'Duncan  and  Lord  St.  Vincint's  An:- 
nuity  Bill  was  brought  up,  read  and  agreed  to,  after  which 

the 
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the  Bin  was  ordered  to  be  tead  a  third  time  the  next  day,  H 
thett  enpoffcd. 

A  BtIF  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pDrftrant  to  the  refolu* 
tionoTa  Obtnmittee  relative  to  the  Scotch  Diftilleiy.  It  i$  to 
bea  temporary  meaftire  only.  Some  letters  upon  this  fubjeft 
direfied  to  Mr.  Rofc  jmd  the  Officers  of  the  Trcafury  from  the 
Qiil(*6iicir8'  in  Scotland,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  oefbre  the 
Hoofe. 

Sir  J^lm  Sifuiair  hrcKL^l  np  a  petition  from  the  Board  6t\ 
Agrlcu!turr«  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  Rofe  brtnaghi  up  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  late  doty  impoM 
upon  gold  and  filter  ufed  for  watch-cafes. — ^Read  a  firft  time* 
and  ordered  to  he  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day* 
Defin'red  the  other  orders. — Adjourned/ 


HOUSE  6F  lords. 
Thursday,  fei.  22* 

APPEAL    PROM   THE   COURT   OP   CHANCERT. 

Mary  Ifabella»  Dutchefs  of  Rutland,  Henry,  Duke  o( 
Beaufort,  and  the  right  honourable  William  Pitt,  guardians 
and  6iif!eesof  the  Dulceef  Rutbnd,  a  minor,  v,  W.  Wake- 
man  and  Vincent  Eyre,  Efars. 

Cbonfel  vrere  heard  at  full  length  on  the  part  of  th^  stppel«> 
lams.  Tbeir  Lordftiips  did  notdaun  it  neceflary  to  hear  the 
lefpondents' coanfcl. 

Lord  Knfjon  rofe,  and  previous  to  his  iliotion  for  alErming 
die  decree  in  Chancery,  took  occafion  to  reprehend,  in  fevero 
tereis,  die  coofduA  of  the  agents  of  the  appellants,  in  advifing 
them  to  mfiitate  the  appeal.  He  could  not  poffihly  afcribe  any 
tmdDe  motrres  to  the  illuftrious  principals,  whofe  charaAert 
wefetoo  well  eftabliihed  to  require^efence,  or  to  be  enhanced 
by  eulogy ;  however  he  muft  condemn  the  litigibtis  ffMrit  of 
themnts  of  the  parties;  and  he  thought  their  Lordfliipt 
/bould  pointcAy  exfn-efs  their  reientment  of  the  oonduft  of 
thofc  prions.  He  Ihei-efbre  moved,  That  the  decree  be  af* 
Snae^  and  that  the  app<iUants  do  pay  to  the  refpoindents  the 
foiB  Of  tdbL'cofts,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  feveral  Bitis  before  the  Hoafe  were  forwarded  in  their 
tdipecDvc  Kages. 

Mr.  Hmrris  prpfented  certain  annual  accounts  from  the 
ttmmiffioiien  n  the  natkmal  debt. 

Mr.  SeoTMim^  i>uMdas^  attended  by  feveral  membere,  pre* 
ta^  iim«L<Ake  Hodb  of  Commons  the  foUovring  Bills : 
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'  ARlItoallowhis  Majefty  farther  timcy  &c.  fbr  carry iiig 
into  execution  an  a&|>afled  tbiftScflion  of  Parliamentp  rdathre 
to  the  3tfpp]ei]3entary  MiVitia* 

A  Sill  to  enable  %is  Majefty  to  fecure,  &c.  a  certain  annu- 
ity'to  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincenl;  andtotl^e  (econcl  Dext£)c« 
ceflbr  to  tbat  earldom. 

And  a  BiA  to  enable  hh  ^i/efty  to  fccure  to  Lord  Vircoant 
Doncanaceitain  s^auity,  and  to  the  two.npxt  fucp^flbrs  to 
Aattidb.  . 

,  The^ril  of  thefe  Bills  was  forthwith  forwarded  thipngh  Its 
frijk^e  fta^. 

*  The  latter  Bilk  were  feverally  read  afirft  trnie ;  after  which» 
at  Cz  o'clock,  their  l.orAfhips  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  Fi'i.  22. 
SUmBlirBlVTARY  niLITIA. 

Mr.  bun^ds  moVed  for  leave  tohring  In  a  Bill  to«it^  a  fur- 
iher  tiiiafe  to  ptit  -in  execution  an  AA  *pafleA  in  Uie  prefait 
S^ffoh.  %or  en^Akig  Ut  MajelW  to  tAl  dut  a  (»naia  portkto 
of  4he  ^op^emontapy  Militfft.  The  Mfi8i  of  tfafa  fiill  wouM 
be  to  extend  the  titne  from  the  i6th  of  Februm,  «nd  as ic  flsodd 
fatlSHe  A^  ali^a^  |yafled  to  the  loth  of  Mckt^.  Lea^  «ras 
|li^n.  And  the  Sill  being  iifterw«rd$t>loife]ght  u^  vas  n»d  a 
£rfl  and  fecond  time ;  committed,  and  the  «eport  MfuctWdiA 
llf^hred. 

^OXVKTAltT  OOWTRIBWTIOIWI. 

Mr.  Afannlng  faid,  he  would  withdraw  the  Yidtict  lie  Tiaid 
given  for  the  produClion  of  a  lift  of  the  names  thit  were  en- 
tered in  'the  books  for  receiving  the  Voluntary  Subfirrjptions 
9t  the  Sank  ;  becaufe  on  accouflt  of  the  fpifit  idiat  preVailed 
imiverrally  through  all  parts  of  the  couotry,  tse  concdved  It 
ipK)uJd  be  invidious  to  make  any  cortiparifons  between  the  ex- 
citioos  of  one  fet  of  people  and  another* 

Mr.  J9tus  wifliodtocalftheattaBtidii  of  the  libiifis»  i«wi 
vFiilB  jiilaje^'s  MinMers,  lo  the  B^eh  Einigrtafe -ta  ^tfais 
country,  and'  faid,  that  at  this  critical  jbn£bre4t  w».JBgol»r» 
Mttt  on  GGMernniciitte^eeMfider«Aefi&t^^ef  England,  tiAer 
than  to  rilk  it  out  of  a  mi(Liha»thwnmt|r)tarnifA#  «^>  <ir 
ttie  far  greattr  part, 'Wiere  ^i»#oriliy  of  k.-  ife  imA^tkak'fmmx 
his  own  ebfervatiwi,  as  mtVL  as  -fisBBi the  iinrforna  iteflialBiHi  4C 
Ulbittrs  with  whom  heconveiftdi  hewateailM  ti>ftalji^<»c 

tbet 
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the  French  Emigfants  were  teally  enemies  to  the  ccmoftry  diat 
vas  feeding  and  prioteSing  thiein  ^  that  t|iey  were  difiiffioflcd  to 
England,  and  nx>(l  pcpbably  in  kague  with  the  French  Go- 
fcnHnent;  and.  that  they  were  men  Whofe  moral  conduil  was 
h  atroctoos  that  they  couki  not  he  confidercd  jufl  objcd&  of 
compaffion ;  a  recital  of  the  enormities  they  were  in  the  ha^ic 
ofcommittifhg,  tvrould,  he  faid,  make  the  hair  ftandon.eod ; 
but  from  tt\is  character  he  excepted  the  priefts.-^He  added* 
that  it  was  the  univerfal  opinion,  as  well-  as  tlie  wiQi  of  9II 
ranks  of  people,  that  they  ihould  be  icht  out  of  the  ceifntry, 
and  he  wifhed  to  know,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  MM' 
(lers  to  advife  the  King  to  fend  theoa  away  i  If  not  lie  wouid 
brinff  it  in  due  form  before  t}ie  Hpuft  i 

Nlr.  Seattary  Dundas  faid,  that  a  motion  had  been  made  laft 

Scffion  concemiQg£inigrants,  founded  on  an  idea  that  there  were 

more  of  them  in  the  country  than  was  condftent  with  its  feco- 

rity.  An  enquiry  being  conlequently  fct  on  foot  by  order  of  Go- 

vemnoent,  it  was  finind  that  the^iumber  of  thofc  perfona  was 

npt  Dear  b  great  as  lud  been  fup^fed.  ^   With  refpeA'  to  what 

badfellcn  fiom  xhc  honourable  ueatleman,  he  believed  it  w^ 

thc^  femiment  of  many  pepple  in  England,    who  had  coa- 

<e»ved  a  d^ree  of  at^rm  at  the  idea  of  the  French  Eoiigrantt 

in  this.couQtry  entertaining  notions  bofiile  to  the  Government* 

h\it  the  honourable  Gentleman  moft  he  aware  ttiapt  was> 

fvb)Qdlap  which  it  was  irnpoifibde  for  Minifters  to  obtain  qiore 

thaii  a  geneffl  kn9wledge.     If*  howeveri  he  was  acquainted 

with  any  fa<^  upon  which  an  inveuigation  could  be  fet  qn  foot ; 

if  he  believed  that  (uch  thiJ^a&heh^  Aaxed  from  rumour,  did 

really  exift,  it  was  his  duty  to  communicate  them  to  the  £xe« 

CQtive  Government,  wlKMe  vigilance  would  be  immediately 

exerted  to  coitie  to  a  knowledge  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 

them.    He  did  not  wi(h  to  hold  the  honourable  GentlemsLB 

rc/poofible  for  proving^  any  of  his  ftatements ;  hut  let  hid^ 

throw  out  his  fqggcftXons  to  Miniftcrs,  who  woufd  immediately 

pur  them  in  a  pioper  train  of  enquiry,  and  any  Emigrant  who 

might  become  an  objedl  o^  fufpicion,  would  be  immediately 

fent  cot  of  the  country  under  the  Alien  A£t     He  muft,  how* 

«vtr,  obftfve^  that  the  Executive. Government  had  hitbertQ 

becQ  recnaTludaly  watchful  of  the  condu<^  of  foreiuiers,  n^axifr 

of  whom  bad  been  ordered  out  of  tlie  kingdou),    ^ut  the  ho- 

>s(ttraUe  Gendeman  mud^^rceive^  tb^t  to  rf:nd  away  every 

i&aa who  happened  to  bean  Emigrant*,  would  be  to  (acriixcc 

^ameoeQarily'thelivcsof  nnmbeoof  p(;;rfon^  who  (;ajme  hltbcr 

Us.  Jmus  £ud»  tl»t  if  thl&  EinjgiaatB  were  not  narrowfo 

G  a  watched^ 
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watched,  they,  wduld  create'  a  dmrfiom  iir  ftvaar  of  the 

enemy*  '  *  ?    *      :    *  r  »  .    .-     .. 

"    f  FREVCR   PRiSOMtRS. 

•  Mr.  Adf-^r  called  the  attention  bf  the  Houfe  wthefroft  mif. 
t^refcrttatibns  which  had  been  made  by  the  Fi'^rtch  DineSory 
of  thfc* freatmcnt  of  the  French  prifonets  in  EdgUi^d.  Fdr  the  firft 
•  time  tf)e  Bfitifll  nation  was  accufcdof  inhdmanity,  andthe  ca- 
'  lumnies  were  countenanced  by  fomc  of  the  public  papers  here. 
It  a^pi((yR!d,  however,  by  evidctVce  obtained  trorti  ail  quarters^ 
that  the  charge  was  moA  grofsH  fnlfe — Itooghr,  nevcrinekffs,  to 
■  bfe'tle^rddnp  to  all'  the  wofi4,'and  the  heft  way  to  do  that  was 
tdWioV6fer  the  paperson  thai  fubjedl,  which  wcaW'pcovc  that 
theEngHfh  nation  not  only  was,  as  itever  wi«^  humane  and 
bcnffvoJcnt,  but  had  In  this  war  gone  hcyorvd  its  afaal'h»tna- 
*  nity  on  former  o^cafions.     He  li^oved,  "Tim  there  he  laid 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Tranf" 
port  Beard  and  Sick  and  Hurty  refpefting  the  treatment  of  the 
French  prifoners."  •        '      ' 

Mr,*  Rofc  faid,  it  was  with  particular  pleafurc  he  rofc  to  fc- 
cond  the  motion,  which  he  was  ghd  ^he  honour  aWeGentfeman 
had  bro^hrt  forward ;  becalifc  nothing  would  fo  much  con tri* 
bale  to' fatJsfy  this  c?ouhtry,  and  all  Europe^  concerning  the 
•grofs  mifreprcfentations  made  by  the  enemy,  a&to  ha^eall  the 
documents  on  th^  fubje£^  laid  before  the  Houfe.  He  would 
alfo  add  another  motion-*— *♦  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Hottfe  an  account  of  the  expences  incurred  in  maintaining 
prilbders  of  war,  diftinguiibing  the  expences  of  each  year ;  to- 
gether with  an  account  of  the  daily  and  weekly  allowance 
•given* to  each  prifoner." 

Mr,  Secretary  DundAs  thanked  Mr.  Baker  in  his  own  name» 
and  iti  the  name  of  the  country,  for  this  motion.  He  had 
heard  the  calumnies  with  indignation,  and  Wifhed  for  an  op- 
portunity to  fpeak  of  them.  That  the  French  Diredory  fbould 
have  fecourfe  to  calumny  and  falfehood,  to  delude  their  otifor- 
tunate  fubjcfls,  was  not  furprifing ;  it  was  \i\  theifr  way,  and 
ftridly  confqrmable  to  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduA.  '  Bat 
that  accounts  fo  obvioufly  and  notorioufly  falfe  Ihould  be  in- 
duftrioufly  copied  from  the  French  )»pers,  and  propagated  by 
papers  4n£nghnd,  and  ttiat  Ei^gUflimen  (hould  attribute  to 
this  ciouWtry  what  was  never  attributed  to  it  before,  was  enough 
Ite  kitifdie  indignation  in  any  honeit*  bofom^.  Want  of  humanity- 
was^  never  before  laid  to  ilie  Charge  of  Englind,  even  by  her 
ioidXk  inveterate  enemi^;  was  it  not  aftonifhing  then  that  a 
body  of  men  here  (of  whatever  party  they  «tflght  be)  (hould 
iibule  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  by  making  it  a  vehide  for  fach 

wicked 
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wicked  fdifreprdcfitackxi  ?  He  was  tiow  happy,  however,  diat 
the  truth  was  in  a  fair  way  to  come  out.  The  correfpondence 
moved  for  woulij  fltrw  thac  there  was  no  fevcfrity  at  all  ufed  to 
the  prifenerB)  nor  the  fnaalleft  deviaiSion  from  rtie  ufual  induN 
gence  t6  tke  bfficefs,  but  in  way  of  retaliation  for  (imilar  treat* 
irifiit  to  pur  officers  in  France,  and  that  iiot  till  after  eameft 
.  entreaties  had  bqen  more  than  «nre  made  to  the  DireiSbry  to 
mitigate  their  feverity  to  opr  officers,  prifonersin  France, 
The  fa£b  would  toon  appear,  and  he  was  willing  to  rile  or 
fall  by  the  deciGon  of  the  ptihltc  upon  them 

Lewd  Af«/efrn  iaid,  that  at  £rifto],wben  his  regUnem  was 
quartered  thete,  the  French  prilbners  were  lb  amj^y  (applied, 
oiat  our  f<Jdiers .  who  guarded  them  often  fed  upon  t)ie  fuper* 
fltttttes  of  their  allowance.  -  He  could  teftify  that  there  was  the 
Dtmoft  tenderoefs  and  atficntion  paid  to  th^ir  comfi^rty  conve* 
nience,  and  health.  ^    ■, 

,    Mr.  Bakcr^  motion  pafied.  . 

Mr.  Ro/e  then  moved  that  there  be  la*d  before  the  Houfe  "  an 

account  of  theexpence  occurred  in  fupporting  the  French  pri« 

feners'each  year  during  tlie  war,  difttnguifhiDg  the  daily  and 

weekly  allowance  to  each  prifoner  i"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAhmfe  moved  for  an  account  of  the^moncy  advanced 

'  by  the  B^mk  to  Govermnent  .and.outftatiding  on  the  31ft  De- 

cemtpts*,*  1397;  asalfo  for  an  account  of  the  gold  and  filver 

coioed  mi  7  97,  both  of  which  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HuJkijffoH  informed  the  Houfe  that,  in  co(ifec|aence  of 

the  mifrepreieutatlons  which  had  been  made  refpecUng  the 

treatment  of  the  French  priibners,  a  regulation  bad  taken 

place  that  each  country  (hould  maintain  its  own  people  that 

.were.prifoners  with  the  pther.    This  regulation  took  place  tlie 

fiiift  ofthis-inoiuh,  and  the  treatn[)ent  the  French  prifonere  had 

received  fince  they  came  into  the  hands  of  their  own  CJovern- 

meni  would  fhew  what  reafon  they  before  had  to  complain. 

He  ihcfcfore  moved*  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  "  an 

aocpuac  of  the  rations  iiTued.  daily  by  the  French  age.n^  Xq  the 

French  prifoners  llncethe  i(i  of  February  inftant'^  which  was 

gitintedL  , 

He  then  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the^Houfef  '*  A 
copy  .<if  the  In(lFu£bions  to  Captain  Coates  at  Paris  refpeAing 
the  laiioiis  allowed  lo .  £ngli(h  >  pcifooers  hy  our  agents  in 
Fianoe/'  Th<  reafon  he  moved  for  this  paper  wasi'  hecauTe  it 
would  ibe^  ihfit  the.  alk>w4iiee  ^de  id  qur  i)rifoner&  in  France 
was  the  fame  that  wasallowml  to  Freuch  prifooors  ta  Epgland. 
His  motioa  ws.firtmted* 

Tbe  S^Hmar  Qnur^  gave  noti^ey  that  he  wankl,..  oil  Mon«. 
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iaiiff  move  ibr  leave  lx>  being  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  perrons  froifi 
making  advances  in  conQderation  of  transfaro^  debts  to  Fcauce 
trough  the  Ufiited  Provinces.  ,  ^ 

The  Bills  for  abolishing  ufeleis  offices  in  the  Cufionis,.  and 
anolher  for  leflfening  the  number  of  hdiidaysy  and  enforcing 
the  attendance  of  tlie  officers  oflliC  Cudoms,  wet^  read  a^fii^ 

time. 

The  corrcfoondence  that  paffed  between  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land and  Sir  John  .Wentworth»  refpedllog  the  Klaroons,  was 
laid  upon  the  table, 

TbeBitt  for  allowing  farther  time  for  put(;ing  into  execu-i 
tion  the  Supplementary  Militia  Ad  of  this  S^oHy  was  rea4 
a  thiril  time  and  pafled.     Adjourned. 


.    HOUSE  OF. LQRD5. 
FRii>Ay»  JM.  *3- 
The  Royal  affenf  was  given  by  commiflion'to  the  Btll,  em- 
powering his  Majefty  to  call  out  a  certain  proportT6n  of  the 
Supplemcn'taryMintia ;  to  Macklin's  Lottery  Bill,  wd  fe, 
Ycral  private  Klls, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS- 
FRmAV,  Fd,  25. 
The  Sherifi  of  London  ^refemed  a  petition  from  the. Cor* 
poratioi)  of  the  Citf  of  London,  ftattng  that  the^price  of  bread 
at  prefent  was  proportioitabhy  g^ter  than  the  pfiee  of  grain  t 
which  they  e6n(idercd  to  be  owing  to  thefcardrf  of  MHb,  an<l 
to  certain  obftrnAtons  tp  the  fupply  of  the  London  max ketf. 
The  petitioners  prayed  that  fome^medy  might  be  adopted  to 
do  awar  this  evil.  They  preftnted  another  petition,  praying 
for  a  Bill  to  remove' the  many  infarmounrabie  diffieuMea  tfiat 
exifled  in  the  city  ot  London^  as  to  the '  ready  coUeAion  oF 
fmall  debts.  A  third  petition  was  then  prefented,  ftating  the 
many  inconveniencies  that  arofe  to  the  trade  of  the  city  hdOi 
the  circuitoiss  manner  of  (hips  coming  round  the  Ifle  of  Dogs; 
and  pra^fing  that  feme  means  might  be  adopted  for  the  im« 
provement  of  the  poet  of  London. 

FRCNCH  P&I80KERS. 

Mr.  Jitefik^hfi,  in  viniitea{ion.of  his  country ».  w^ipfe  grand 
dianu^eri&ic  was  humanity,  rofe  to  make  a  motioaon  the  My* 
joSk  of  Prsfoners,.  and»  b  hf  as  we  could  ^Bablj  /rharfe  ouf 
nenpry,  ipclqinearly  as  ^Dllawa;, 

By  a.eoio9iuiiieation  I  have  had  this  inorfiiog, with  die  Comr  ^ 
wH^mtn  oi  Tran^ports^  X  find  that  ihey  are  uoder  bme  <fif-  ' 

ficttlty 
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ficuby  >s  to  the  mode  and  extent  in  which  the  ordeR  made  by 
this  Houfe  the  preceding  day  apj^y  to  thcircorrcfpondcnoc  on  tWc 
fubJeA  ofprifoncrs  of  war.      The  intention  of  the  honourable 
Member,  who*  ft>  much  to  his  <^edit»  was  the  firft  to  call  the 
attention  of  tTi is  Houfe  to  the  fubjed,  appears  to  have  been  to 
expofe  the  outrageous  falfehoods  which  have  been  pnblifhed  by 
the  French  Government  refpefling  the  treatment  of  their  pri- 
fenersbere,  and  to  defend  his  country,  not  only  from  the  foal 
afperfions  of  ah  implacable  enemj^,  bat  alfo  from  the  more  in- 
fimous  inCnnations  of  thofe  among  us,  whofe  daaly  occupation 
k  is,  in  apparent  concert  with  that  enemy,  to  traduce  the  cha^ 
rader  and  to  infult  the  feelings  of  their  country.     The  objcfk 
of  the  honourable  member  woufd  be  completely  fiilfinec)  by  the 
documents  to  which  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  are  already  point- 
ed ;  but  it  becomes  this  Houfe,  and  the  credit  of  the  nation  and 
of  the  government  requires  of  U3,  to  take  a  nrore  enlarged  «n<I 
Gomprehenfive  view  df  die  fubjed,  fvch  a  view  of  it  tn  aH  it» 
braoches'as  I  can  aOme  the  Hoirfe  it  has  long  been  tbe^aozioiis 
wi(h  of  my  right  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Dundas}-,  who4n» 
ibpriacipai  a  (bare  m  the  management  and' refpoQ&ility  of 
this  patt  of  the  public  fervice,  to  hav#  an  opportwiity  of  laying 
before  the  pubiic;-— Since  Il^ad  the  fionour  of  a  feat  Jn  this 
Houfe,  I  have  "heard,  and  heard  with  aftoniflittent,  an  honotrr* 
able  member,  a  General  Qffieer  hi  His  Majefty's  fervice,  pro* 
pde^  m^  QHKiiier  I^dmlt  mofteredhabletotitaprivate^fedbigs^ 
tM  Ms  eoontrf,  ova4ooking  the  ^ibcrpies  which  regtalate 
fheinierooarfe  and  reUtions-of  Sotexeign  States,  Ibonld  inter- 
bt  in  'Ae  lAtemid-aifiatirs  9nd  admhfiiftiation  of «  gteat  hidepen* 
dentl'ovferi  ^dien  om-  ally,  in  behalf  of  a  man  whtrcoold  hare 
no  ebim  <o  Ae^proteAion  t>f  this  coentry-— wlicfe  public  con^^ 
iaiStin  A«iema^(wiflMNit  tentering  WitD  particQkvrf)  was  no 
litta  toonr  :gr»ttsaje>  'Sthofe  piibTie  coadttft  in.Eraaoe  was 
famkd  4ipoQ  prijociples,  which,  h9d  the  Hoafe  adopted  the 
mitttpai  .it  wodd  Ibeaebv,  in.  fa£k,  have  (anctioned  apd  adopts 
cd  AmAi  priaoipki.    What  ibofe  principlei  are»  itift  joot  now  a 
ppoper  opportunity  to  examine ;  bat  lam.  well  Mrarrantcd,  by 
the  4H3B<ent  ibte  c^Fsaneeand  of  Europe,  to  afficn,  that  xbey 
are  fuc^  as  this  country  mu(l  refift^ if  it  is  to  be  preferved  from 
tbe  caJamities  in  whidi  France,  avbere,  luidcr  his  aufpices, 
^y  were  firft  engendered,  and  a  jgreat  part  of  the  Continent 
IiibdiKdl)y Tretioi'arms,  or  tainted  by  r  rench  dd^lrhies,  ais 
now  'mwlvcEf.'  laria  induced.  Sir,  to  make^Hls  olbfervatioa^ 
teeaofe  Ut  tht  verv  time  this  thotiotl  was  made,  ai  dlRit^uifhed 
naval  diar^cteroTEngland,  wh6m  the  chance  of  war,  m  fight- 
s' itte  bintes  of  his  cowitry,  liad  phiced  te  tbtc  power  df 

fraoce 
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France  as  a'prifoner,  polIelSng  confequently  the  ftioiiBeft 
claims  to  our  prote&ion,  was  detained  in  foiitary  confinement 
in  one  of  the  common  gaols  of  Paria<— <xpoCed  to  every  fpecies 
of  hardfliip*  infult,  and  mockery,  without  even  a  pretext  bor 
ing  alledgcd  to  juftify  a  proceeding  fo  bafe  -and  crud  towar^ls  a 
perfon.  in  his  fitUation,  and  fo  di(graceful  to  the  charaAer  of 
the  French  nation.  No  notice  was  then  taken  of  his  fofier- 
ings — ^and^  for;'y  I.  am  to  fay,  no  enquiry  has  ever  fince  bei^ 
made  in  ibis  Houfe  refpedling  them.  I  ihaU  avoid  any  JO«)- 
dious  comparifon  between  the  iutereft  any  Gentleman  may 
have  felt  on  the  one  l)and  for  Sir  Sidney  Smilb,  and  oo  thtt 
other  for  General  La  Fayette.  I  know  that  every  true  Eng- 
li(hraan  Ought  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of  the  former  , 
and  feeling  inyfelf  this  interefl,  it  is  impofiibk  ibr  me  not  to 
wifli  that  this  Houfr,  and  every  man  in  the  country,  fliould 
know,  what  meafures  have  been  taken  to  refcue  him  from  hii 
cruel  fituation.  Convinced  as  I  am,  at  the  fame  timet  by 
every  document  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  re» 
fped^ng  the  fubjed  of  prifoners  in  general,  that  the  condud  of 
this  cotuitry  has  been  uoifiirmly  marked  by  liberality  and 
kindiiefs,  whilft,  on  the^ther  hand,  our  enemy  has almoft  as 
uniformly  treated  the  prifofiers  of  this  country  in  the  raoft 
harih  and  crael  manner*  It  appears  to  me  equally  deilrable 
that  all  the  fteps  that  have  been  taken  on  the  pan  of  this  ooun* 
try  to  alk^viate,  and,  on  the  part  of  France,  to  aggravate  the 
calamities  of  war  towards  their  refpeAive  prifoners,  (hoeld  be 
made  public :  but  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  anticipate  what 
I  am  Satisfied  will  be  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  every 
candid  man,  upon  the  fubje<^  ;  and  1  {hall,  therefore,  with* 
out  troubling  the  Houfe  further,  conclude  by  moving— 

«« That  there  be  laid  before  this  Hooie  citraat  and  copies  ol  fych  let-  ^ 
Hti  from  the  correfpondence  of  the  CommiflSoners  of  Tnw  sports  and  of 
the  Stck  and  Hurt  Board,  with  the  French  Government,  Kt  relate  to  tfae 
detention  of  Captain  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  or  to  J  tfae^n^otiaiion  entered  int# 
to  eftablifh  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  of*  %ver  between  the  two 
countriet,** 

Captain  BerkeUy  faid,  he  rofe  with  the  greateft  fati&fa£Uon 
to  fccond  the  motion.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  aU 
luded  to  the  cafe  of  M.  La  Fayette.  He  rcg<  ctt^d  very  mudi 
'  that  certain  Gentlemen  who  had  thought  tlie  cafe  of  La 
Fayette  worthy  to  call  forth  their  humanity  and  theii  good  of« 
fices,  wece  not  then  in  the.  Houfe,  becaufe  their  abilities  could 
not  fail  to  fet  in  the  moft  ftriking  light  the  cruel  tfeatmedt 
which  Sir  Sydney  Smith  endured,  if  their  bumanitr  could  at 

all. 
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iil  be  roofed  by  the  unwortby  treatment  which  a  Britifh  officef 
received.  The  cruelties  which,  Sir  Sydney  Smith  expertencdl 
ki^re  almoft  beyond  endurance. — He  hoped  that  the  aVfence  of 
the  tjcntlemen  to  whom  he  alluded  was  from  the  (jhame  and 
contrition  which  they  felt  at  the  arguments  they  had  fo  often 
ufcd  in  that;  Houfe>  now,  wKen  .tliey  found  that  their  clients 
in  evCTT  inflancc  had  failed  t1>em»  and  given  the  lie  dlreSt  to 
every  tiling  which  for  ihcfp  5ve  years  they  had  faid.in  their 
favour. 

Mr,  Wdherforct  faid,  he  rofe  only  to  cxpre(s  his  cpn^urrence 
in  tiie  notion,  and  his  apprc^ation  of  laying  before  the  Houfe 
tJjc  whole  of  the  cafe,  in  order  completely  to  remove  the  ca- 
iumntes  which  had  been  circulated  againfi  this  country,  and 
to  do  judicc  to  our  national  charamr,  which  had  been  af- 
pcrfed.    He  had  been  one  of  tbofc  who  joined  in  regretting  the 
treatflienl  which  M.  La  Fayette  had  received,  becaufe  hecon- 
fidcred  it  as  one  of  the  happieft  circumftances  in  tlie  ilate  of 
moderh  fociety  that  the  horrors  of  war  were  mitigated,  and  not 
extended,  as  formerly^  to  every  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countries  that  were  at  Wan     Now  it  was  underdood  that  war 
w^s  to  he  con^ncd  to  the  armed  partizans  on  both  Cdes,  and 
Hot  extended  to  thofe  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  conteft* 
For  that  reafon  he  lamented  a  contrary  ejcample,  ts  it  might 
lead  to  the  introdu(5Uon  of  thofe  praflices  which  were  now  ex- 
ploded, to  furnifli  the  bad  pafilons  of  men  with  judification  of 
the  feverities  which  they  might  be  difpofed  to  infli(Si.    He  did 
^ot  Imagine,  however,  that  to  any  fuch  example  was  to  be 
imputed  the  cruel  treatment  which  the  gallant  and  meritorious 
Sir  Sydney   Smith  had  received.     He  was  deeply  concerned 
t/iat  the  principles  of  war^  as  noW  undeiAood^  were  abandoned 
in  the  mode  of  fcverity  and  rigour  with  which  he  had  been 
Xmlci.    With  refpeS  to  the.  motion  he  had  himfclf  intended 
to  make,  the  ncceflTity  of  it  was  fuperceded  by  the  motion  made  by 
anfither  honourable  Gentleman  the  preceding  day.  He  was  glad 
that  it  had  ♦lefcn  made,  becaufe  he  was  confident  from  what  he 
i^ad  been  at  pains  to  learn  upon  the  fuhjefl,  that  whatever  might 
have  been  die  condu£l  of  the  endmy,  the  condufb  of  this  coun^ 
try  to  the  prifoners  of  war  had  been  coilfident  with  that  huma^^ 
tiity  for  which  it  hsKl  ever  been  diftinguifhed,  and  that  no  pro- 
vocation had  ever  hunied  us  into  an  imitation  of  thofe  un- 
worthy  (cvcrities  which  the  French  Government  had  pradifed. 
Colonel  Stanley  faid  that  there  were  6coo  French  prifoncn 
IX  Plymouth,  and  as  he  had  been  feveral  n^Miths  there,  he  was 
^  to  fay  tcvax  there  was  not  the  lead  foundatipn  for  the  fia^e* 
mcnts  circaUted  concerning  the  bad  treatment  of  French  pri- 
VoL.  II.  1798.  H  foncrs 
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France  at  a'prtlbner>   pofielSng  confcqnenily  the  flreqgeft 
.  daims  to  oar  proledior.,  was  dMined  in  foiicary  confiiiaHMI 
Hi  one  of  the  cooiinon  gaok  of  Paria;— <Xfxit0d  toereiy  tfaligi 
of  hardOiifK  iofuit,  and  mockeryf  without  even  a  DretnftJ|% 
11^  alieiiftd  to joilify  a  proceeding  fo  bafe-aod  cvmxmmi$M 
fctton  in  his  fitoanon,  and  fo  difgraceful  to  die  duoAirji 
the  French  nation.     No  midce  was  then  taken  of  bis  fJjkif^ 
ings — «^>  forrv  I  am  to  fay,  no  enqoiiy  haaeaer  finoe  li|^i 
OMde  in  this  Houfe  refpedling  them.     1  (ball  avoid  aci|  iflp- 
dioiis  dxnpanfon  between  the  iutcreft  any  Gentleman  4&y 
iMve  tck  on  the  one  hand  for  Sir  Sidney  ^xiith,  and  mrn^' 
other  (v  General  La  Fayette.    I  know  that  every  tnK  S^g- 
hlhiiMm  ou|;ht  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of  the  i^Mirr 
and  tbeling  inyfelf  this  interefl,  it  is  impoflible  farnr  «|l ' 
wiAi  that  this  Hoofe*  and  every  man  in  the  country,  l|pu' 
kiftow^  wkar  features  have  been  taken  to  refcuc  him  (nm  ^ 
cmtl  Mwtioiu    Convinced  as  I  am«  at  the  fame  ttaac, 
evert  fcciWKnt  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
If^Civi^  the  fubjeA  of  prilbners  in  genenl,  tfiat  the  condu<^' 
^is  ccttntCY  h^  been  unifbnniy  marked  by  liberality 
i«iMbw6»  vniilft^  on  the^^ther  hand,  our  enemy  hasalmo- 
wMkvwdv  treated  the  prifoners  of  this  country  in  the  • 
Kartb  and  chkI  manner*    It  appears  to  me  equally  deft 
thai  ^1  the  Aeps  that  have  been  taken  on  the  part  of  thb  c 
t^T  H^  alleviate,  and,  on  the  part  of  France,  to  aggravate 
^ttkUniUies  of  war  towards  their  refpedive  prifoners,  <hou> 
WbaJkr  pttbiic :  but  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  anticipate 
I  aiM  Utisfied  will  be  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  > 
^NiMihd  «Mn»  upon  the  fubjed  ;  and  1  ihall,  thetefofe, 
Wi^  ttottbling  the  Houfe  further,  conclude  by  moving — 
^'llttt  Ibciv  be  laid  before  this  Honfe  cxtniat  and  copies  olfu 
l«i«  liiMNi  lb*  carTrfpondence  of  the  Commiffioners  of  lYspf^erts 
^  $i«lL  «Mt  Hurt  Board,  with  the  French  Government,  at  lelat*. 
4lll«Hivtt4)if  Captain  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  or  tojtbe  n^otiaiion  cntr 
%f  f^iMUb  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  priTqners  of  wr  between 

Obtain  Bfrk^by  faid,  he  rofc  with  the  greatcft  fatis 
V  b.s\>*Kl  the  motion.  The  honourable  Gentleman  \ 
SiJv J 1^  Iht  cafe  of  M,  La  Fayette  He  rcg  ctitd  vcr> 
uVa,  siNflain  Gentlemen  who  had  thought  the  cafe' 
^A^^jHV  worthy  to  call  forth  their  humanity  and  theii  r^ 
;Ks*%^  ♦ewno*  then  in  the  Houfe,  becaufe  their  abUitic 
VKs  »a4  lo  fct  in  the  mofl  ftriking  light  the  cruel  tfc 
v^.v>ia  ;si;  $jduey  Smith  endured,  if  their  bumanitj  c 
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Toners.  They  were  attended  by  their  owii  furgeons,  and  when 
neeeffiuy  by  ours.  They  had  plenty  of  money  ^niorig  thern^ 
they  had  btUiard  tables,  and  they  feemed  to  be  in  very  good 
fy'ifws^  for  ihey  aftcd  a  phy  once  a  week. — ^Thi  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Scots^  Dfftillery  Bill  was  read  a  fecxmd  time,  andorder-* 
cd  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

The  Bill  for  ifiuing  a  certain  namber  of  Exchequer  Bilh 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Alderman  LMmghn  prefented  a  petitiop  irom  the  Maf* 
ter,  Wardens,  and  Court  of  Afliftants  ot  the  worihipful  Com- 
pany of  Clock  and  V/atchmakers  of  the  city  of  London,  ftat- 
fng  the  lofs  which  trade  has  fuftained  by  the  hR  duty  upon 
clodks,  and  praying  for  its  repeal. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee 
already  appointed  toconiider  upon  the  fubjeft. 

He  prefented  another  petition  from  the  ship  Owners  of  Lon- 
don, ftating  the  hardfiiips  to  which  they  were  espofed  as  car- 
tiers  of  eO(^$f  in  confequence  of  a  late  decifion  upon  the  extent 
of  their TiabiKty  fer  loUes,  and  praying  that  a  Bill  may  be 
brought  in  to  relieve  them. — Referred  to  a  Cbmmittee. 

Mr.  R$fe  brought  up  the  Salt  Importation  BilU  and  the  Ex- 
chequer  Loan  Ball,  which  were  read  a  firft  tintf. 

The  Bill  to  take  off  the  duty  on  gold  and  filver  plat&made 
ioto  watch-cafesi  went  through  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhingtnn  wiflied  to  know  if  there  was  to 
be  a  drawback  on  thofe  watches  lying  long  on  peoplet^  bands» 
and  intended  for  exportation. 
•    Mr.  iJ^^faid  there 'would. 

Deferred  the  other  orders  of  the  day. 
"      Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 
Monday,  Ftb.  26. 

The  Bill  for  aboliibing  holidays  and  certain  places  in  th« 
Cuftoms  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
pn  Thurfday. 

A  petition  from  the  Truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  flar- 
ing the  inadequacy  of  tlieis  funds^  and  praying  relicfty  W3»* 
prefented. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  he  rofe  in  purfuance  of  the  notice 
he  gave,  to  move  for  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  refourccs  of  th^ 
country  being  paid  to  the  Government  oft  or  individuals  reCd-  ^ 
ing  in  tho  United  Provinces,  during  the  war,   without  a   li* 
cenfe.     It  muft  be  obvious  to  every  Gentleman  that  from  the- 
late  cl)ange  in  the  public  affairs  of  Holland|  attempts  would* 

grobabli^* 
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pigbiU;  be  made  to  apply  the  money  of  this  country  to  fiippif 

thetn/raiy  with  tlie  means  of  boftility  to  this  country.    The* 

policT  of  nrf^ftingfuch  an  attempt  roufV  be  C>  dear,  that  l^ 

would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfc  further  than  tbmove 

for  leav«  to  ^rtng  m  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe,  which  wa»  {(ranted. 

The  Mutiny  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied* 

The  CoTFot^tioii  Caufe  Bill  was  read  a  third  time*  and  after 

a  few  words  from  Meflr^.  Wielf^y,  Buxton,  9nd  D«  P.  ColcCt 

the  Bill  pafled,  and  then  the  Houfe  adjourned* . 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
TrtuRsDAYf  /i^-.a?. 
Thc^HoHfe  relbi?ed  itfelf  intQ  n  Comi^ttee  of  Prmleget» 
Lord  Walfingham  it  the  chair. 

BEAUMONT  KBtAaK« 

The  confideration  of  the  claim  of  Thomas  Seapleton,  of 
Carbionf  in  the  county,  of  Yorki  &fq,  to  the  harouy  of  B»u« 
mont,  was  refumed. 

Some  evidence  from  Do^V>rs  Commons  ahd  the  Heralds 
Office  wai  adduced  in  ilkiAration  of  the  claimant's  prcten- 
iioos ;  after  which  the  Attorney-General  was  heard  at  Ibme' 
lengdi  en  ihofpart  of  the  Crown»  againd  the  claimant. 

Mr.  Plunur  fpoke  in  reply  to  the  ob}e£lions  of  the  Attomej* 
Oeaeraly  when  after  a  few  obfervatiom  from  the  Lord  Chan«> 
ctUor,  the  Committee  adjourned  the  further  confideration  of 
tbe  cafe  till  Tuefday  next. 

The  Houfe  then  refumed,  and  before  prayers  were  read  the 
difeent  Bills  oci  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpeSive 
ftages:  among  thefe  were  Lords  St.  Vincent's  and- Duncan's. 
Annnity  Bilb,   which  were  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Ihtart  prefentcd  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  Bill 
far  allowing  further  time  for  the  regulation,  &c.  of  die  certi* 
ficatcs-ofattornies. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  prefented  the  Corporation  Caufes  Bill. 
Tliree  private  Bills  were  aKb  prefented  from  the  Hoofe  of 
Commons.    Thefe  Bills  were  fevecally  read  a  firft  time.  After 
vhich  the  Houie  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  FcL  27. 

llr.  Hoiari  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ex- 
piring laws,   which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/hingtm  (after  the  Adls  of  the  1 3ih  and 

Uth  of  the  King,  relative  to  turnpikes  had  been  read)  moved 

";bat  a  Committee  fliould  be  appointed  to  coniider  them*'  in 

H  2  order 
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order  diar  relief  might  be  aflPorded  to  perfons  bringtng  arrives 
to  the  Metropolis,  and  who  at  pMenr  were  fubjed  to  imtfQh 
iticonvenictice  from  the  reftri£hon'^  as  t€^  the  w^ht  'Ofthe 
loads  they  are  allowed  to  carry".  • 

.  Sir  J^hn  Sinclair  fatd»  he  tnoaght  that  the  enquKy'oagbl  u> 
be  extendied'to  the  ftate  of  roads  la  general,  and  tbei«e^ttl»ion 
of  turnpikes.  It  was  a  fubjeA  of  greait  im|iortaii<»,  und  frofii 
the  improvements  of  whidi  it  was  fufceptiblc'  th6  oevmtry 
might  derive  great  advantages.  ,    ■ 

Mr.  Mainwaring  faid,  ma(  the  obje£l  of  the  preient  appli- 
cation was  to  afibrd  relief  to  a  ecrtain  ciafs  of  poople  brin|png 
articles  to  the  Londoii  market,  who  at  prefent  experienced 
gre^t  inooiiveniefice  from  the  rtftriAion  under  which  they  la- 
boured. 

Mr.  Pole  Carefv  thought  that  the  en(|uiry  (hould  be  made 

Eneral ;  and  that  if  any  change  were  to  be  made»  it  would 
proper  rather  to  confine  than  to  encreafe  the  weight  aI-» 
lowed. 

Sir  fPilSam  Puheuey  was  for  an  extenfive  enauiry. 

Mr.  Tiertiiy  had  no  objdAion  to  a  general  enquiry,  but 
thought  diat  the  objeft  of  die  application  i^s.fofah\  that  no< 
perfon  could  hefitate  as  to  the  propriety  of.  the  relief  which  it 
required. 

After  fome  fiirther  converfation,  it  was  refolved  that  the  en- 
quiry fhould  be  |;eneral,  it  being  underftood  however  thsit  the 
Cohnmittee  (hould  firft  direA  their  attention  to  tbb  objtd  (o^ 
.  which  the^application  was  made,  arid  report; 

Lord  Belgrav  moved  the  commitment  of  the  Bill  to  expliin 
the  Treating  A61. 

Mr.  Simeon  faid  he  had  intented  to  move  Vertain  refolotiona 
calculated  to  explain  this  A&^  and  to  remove  the  doubts, 
which  from  the  pretent  ftate  of  the  law,  exifted  With-negafd  to 
the  AGt*  Thefe,  however,  he  would  rcferve  till  a'  future 
fta^e  of  the  bufinefs, 

Mr,  Tiemey  wiflicd  to  know  whether  the  Icartted  Gentle- 
man intended  to  bring  forward  any  fpeotfie  refblutions  upon 
upon  the  fubje£t  with  a  view  to  this  Bill,  becaufe  if  not,  bQ 
(hould  certainly  bring  forward  fomechingoit'the  fobjedi. 

After  fome  converfation,  in  which  mr.  fVStrforct^  Mr» 
SimeoHf  the  Chancellor  cftbe  Exchequer ^  ahd  Mh-  Tttmey^  each 
faid  a  few  v^fords,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Bill  ihoUfl  be  coId- 
tnitted  the  next  day,  when  Mr.  Simeon  brlftfestol^iH'd  his  rc- 
fplutions,  wbifih  are  to  be  printed,  and  afterwards  Taken  into 
^onlid^ation. 

lijr,  A^inyifaring  brpueht  up  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
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to  which  dK  petitions  againft  the  Watch  Tax  were  leferredf 
^m^fkh'^^  onrdcred  to  lie  on  the  ubie,  and  to  he  printed. 
'    The  Exchequer  Bills  Bill  vredt  through  a  Committee. 

The  Bill  for  repealing  the  Tax  on  Gold  and  Silver  Platet 
rtan^Mhiird  inco  watdies,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Th&;ScG«ch  Diftillery  Bi)I  went  through  a  Committee^  and 
the  •29vh  F^bvtmry  i«  to  be  the  period  of  its  commencement. 
_  Ttfe  Bill  for  prohibiting  payments  to  be  made  to  the  Dutdi 
Government,  or  to  perfons  in  the  United  Provinces,  was 
brought  tip,  lead  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecood 
Cime  thiB  n€jt  day.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

\VfiON£6PAY9  Fei.  28. 

RiukI  the  Bills  on  the  tablci  and  adjourned. 


.     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Fei.  a8. 

•    '*Mr.  fmUam  Dundas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
'  rblarging  and  improving  the  harboqr  of  Leith.     Granted. 

JSXPORT    OF   WHEAT, 

',  Mr.  Hthwri  broudit  in  ^  Bill  for  continuing  an  AA  palled 
lad  (ieffioa,  authoriling  his  Majefty  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  wheat,  &c.  to  the  iilands  of  Jcrfey,  Gucrnfey,  &c.  The 
Biil  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  of dered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time 
the  next  day. 

.  Mr.  H^bart  broQght  in  a  Bill  for  dilallowing  the  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  fail- doth  to  Ireland.  Read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day.  ^ 

The  Salt  Importation  Bill  fax>m  Portugal  was  reported,  and 
prdered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Excheauef  Bills  Bill 
iras  received,  aod  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the 
jic«t  day. 

The  Bill  for  prohibiting  payments  €0  be  made  by  perfons  re- 
ading in  this  country  to  the  Dutch  Government  during  the 
war,  was  read  a  fccopd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committ^  ou 
f riday  nc^ct. 

The  iioufe  haying  rpfolved  it(elf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup* 

^|r.  (jong^  m^ved,  that  provifion  be  made  for  the  pay  and 

clothing 
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clothing  of  the  militia,  which  was  agreed  to»  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  rcccjvcd  the  next  day. 

The  Houfc  next  rcfolved  itfelf  inio  a  CooimittecjofWayfi 
and  Means,  to  which  were  referred  the  fevcral  poftpon^  re- 
solutions ref[)e£ling  the  Expiring  Laws  Bill,^  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  he  received  the  next  day. 

PUBLIC   PFFICES. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfc  to  rcfolve  it* 
iclf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  limitting  the  number  of 
holidays  in  certain  public  offices, 

Th  Chanalkr  of  ih  Exchequer  moved  that  the  0?mmittce 
be  deferred  till  Monday. 

Sir  yvhn  Sinclair  was  of  opinion  that  the  fuppreffion  of  thofe 
.holidays  in  the  public  offices  in  the  capital  would  not  fuitjthft. 
convenience  of  the  diffi-Tcnt  ports  of  the  country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  withia 
thefe  few  days  received  fomc  fuggeftions  to  thatcffedl  from  a 
number  of  merchants,  from  which  he  expeiftcd  to  derive  fome 
ufeful  refult,  and  this  was  his  reafon  for  wiihing  to  defer  the 
Committee  till  Monday.  He  did  not,  however^  think  it  very 
piobable  that  any  univerfal  plan  could  be  fuggefted  that  ibould 
fuit  the  convenience  of  all  the  ports  in  the  kingdom. 

ELECTION    TREATING /ACT. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  tlK  BiW  for 
explaining  and  amending  the  A6b,  commonly  called  the  Treat- 
ing A£t,  or  the  h&,  ibr  regulating  the  charges  and  expcnccs 
bf  candidates  who  (hould  be  elected  M<^tnbers  to  ferv^  in  Par- 
liament, when 

Mr.  Simeon  rofe  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  the  claufes  which 
he  the  prece<ling  day  had  exprefled  his  intention  to  bring  forwai  d. 
It  would  be  for  Gentlemen  to  adopt  or  rejed  them,  after  they 
had  conCdered  their  tendency,  and  this  might  be  diftin<Sly 
and  generally  undei  flood.  -  If  the  Committee  (ho6ld  agree  to 
his  bringing  them  up,  he  hoped  ihey  would  be  printed.  Hij 
thytdt  was  briefly  to  make  the  law  of  oledions  known  totho 
electors,  to  people  engaged  in  the  conducing  of  eledUons;  an4 
to  Members  of  Parliament.  And  he  lielieved  this  could  oitly 
heefltAualJy  dbne,  by  declaring  what  die  la>v  ought  to  be; 
He  next  brought  up  fevera)  claufes,  whichweve  a^  follow:  ' 
**  That  between  the  time  of  iffiiingmn  Ble^on  Wrif,  an^t^ie  refdro 
being  made  to  Pailiaipent,  no  Elector  is  fo. receive  from.anf  Candidatt  or 
Perfons  employed  by  V\m  either  Meat  or  Drtnk ;  antf  siily*eafrrigeJi  or 
other  conveyances  v fed  by  the  Electors  mud  be  paid  fori  not  by  the  Ciik^ 
didate,  or  any  other  perfon  conne£led  with  the  EHedion,  but  b|^  tKe  Vo. 
ters,  who  are  to  recdvc  no  money  for  lofs  of  time  \  and  the  fee  to  enable 

a  pel  fc^a 
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a  ptffoo  to  acquire  the  rigtit  of  Totmg  louft,  in  all  caTest  ^  paul  by  th« 
perlflB  'pplyiDg  for  it.  That  the  Votes  of  Perfons  yiolating  tht  abofc 
Claofcifiaiif  of  its  pt^vifiooay  Ihallbe  null  and  void.** 

The  Afofler  of  the  Rolls  here  xemarked,  that^  as  he  took  it 
for  granted  the  claufcs  were  merely  propofed  to  be  printed/ 
andrecotifidered,  he  would  not  then  make  any  obfervatk>n9 
upon  them.  ' 

Air.  Simem  next  brou^t  up  a  claufe^  which  dated, 
'^That  Candidates  who  IhouU  be  proved  guihy  of  ufingany  of  tbemeana 
£di  bidden  in  che.firft  Claufe  fiiould  be  canfidered  incapable  of  being  eleded 
ior  thO' place  f«r  which  they  flood,  or  for  any  ether  place  in  that  Parlix« 
ment^  or  during  the  term  of  Tix  years.'* 

**  That  jt  fiial)  be  lawful  fer  Candtda^s  to  fupply  with  meat  and  drink^ 
and  pay  the  expences  ofa  certain  number  of  perfonsienring  on  Committeeflf 
notwiti)/!anding  that  tbey  inay  be  Voters.  The  number  of  Voters  on  a 
CcinAiittee  for  a  Connty  £le£lion  to  be  twelve^  and  for  a  Borough  fix/* 

"  That  an  oath  (ball  be  adminifttred  to  each  voter  at  the  time  of  pollings 
sgweabjy  to  ibc  firft  clauie." 
Lord  Belgrave  brought  up  two  claufes,   pBrporting, 
«'  That  I  vniig  the  time  of  an  Election,  no  Candidate  or  hi«  Agent 
iliouMgive  to  the  Eleftors  ribbons  or  any  other  badge  of  diftin6lion. 

**  Thai  the  ekflion  of  any  member  returned  to  Parliament  is  liable  t* 
I)^qlirii»oned  on  the  ground  of  having  on  former  £Ie£ltons  infringed  th« 
Aft  of  William  111,  which  dlfquali/tcation  is  to  extend  alike  to  the  nn- 
Accefyfol  Candidate  during  the  term  of  fix  years.** 

The  Houle  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
Ulccn  into  confideration  on  Tuefday  the  27  th  of  March  next  j 
in  the  mean  tisie  to  be  printed  with  the  amendments*  Ad^ 
k>urned« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 
Thursday,  March  1. 

Mr.  GrciU  prefented  a  petrtion  from  an  Agricuhuraf  So^ 
ciety  in  the  county  of  Bamf,  complaining  of  the  reduced  price 
of  corn,  and  praying  the  Importation  of  it  mig^t  be  ftopt-^and 
tbat  no  further  duly  might  be  impofed  upon  diftillerics. 

^Iderman  Lujhmgun  brought  up  a  report  of  the  Committee, 
to  which  bad:  been  referred  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and 
ihip-pwners  of  London.  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
their  relief. 

TJic  report  of  the  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill  was  brought  up  and 
sricrdd  ta  be  fccam netted  for  Tucfdav  next. 

The 
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The  Bills  for  aboitihing  lihe  holidays  in  the  CuOonls,.  afl^ 

for  abolifhirig  ufelefs  holidays  in  omer  officeSt    W9S  md  < 

fecond  time  and  committed  for  Tuelilay. 
The  Wheat  Exportatioa  BiU  was  read  a  ^(Qt!|ii4|iM|  and 

committed  for  the  next  day^    ASf^VHL  -,  i  -trr.v^r.  ^:j  «i 

«OtJSE  OrLORm  - '  ■  •;«•■'--'"'"  '  • 
¥kiD kit y  Monk st^     '    rv»7  **f;  no '.o.ur.. 

ESTLN  S   DlVOitCE    BILL..   „,.^^,,,;     ,r     . 

On  the  motion  for  the  (econ4  i5c;^k4^o(%r|[iS 
inga  divorce  between  Mr.  Euqi;find.Hi'iM.Pili.^wfci  '     ;»:  -. 

Lordyf/tfci/Afl^rofe  and  defife4tt>;  call  thfi  s^K^tm  Qf^lheir  : 
Lordfhips  to  the  circumftances  utidec^^iiicfa^hMppK^ipa  inas  . 
made*  andwhicb«   iu  his  opiflioi^y  wibm  of  (ueh  9;  i|at0i^«  j^i^ 
admitting  every  allegation  cf  the  Bill  to  ht-p^oiffA^  he  wojild* 
decidedly  give  his  negative  to  any  farther  proo^tngf';  ^&iH^' 
however,  -hewoald  not  pfeveat  the  petilioi^  {rom^  ilKifei.<i|; 
out  the  bed  caG^  that  he  conld^.  and  tire  H^ufe  ^oti(d  thdi  fck^ 
cide  upon  it.    Lord  ^qcklsind  (aid^  that  i^  W;«:ii0(t  pntpvdk-.  * 
toaffsrt  th^t'CbearcuofAancQa  were  fucb  as  tt^  imply  ^a^iut 
collufion  betiween  thc^partif^s;  battbeyatleaft.»lQrd(d  g^owMk 
of  fu(picion,  and  feemcd  to  place  die  petitioner  i«i  a  predicament 
not  to  be  entitled  to  the  fpecial  i^terjo&tion  of  (heLegifiaturct 
to  relieve  him  from  confequen^es  which  his  pii^n  conduA  fecm- 
ed  to  have  facilitated.    The  petitioner  was  married  m  i7§4.- 
Some  years  afterward  he  .wa^  obliged  to  abfcond,  and  lefthtr 
wife  und^r  an  equivocal  kind  of  prote&ion  at  tlie  Dubltn 
thdatre,  and  under  articles  of  (eparation  between  fibem.     He 
had  learnt  the  alledgcd  adoJtery  io  1794*  and  iiad-  broodii 
his  a£kion  in. the  Courts  of  Law  isi  Hilary  Term,  .1797.    Oi\; 
the  whole,  tlie  cafe  was  fuch  as  that  Hoafe  ooold  not  enler* 
tain.    Ic  was  better  adapted  to  the  proceedings  for  divorces  be- 
fore the  Municipality  of  Parjs^  (a  jpud  cry  of  •* Hear !  h«ir  J"i 
from  the  BUhop-of.Rochefter  and  Pthers}.  He  was  happy  to  ^ 
remark  that  bis  qbfervatbn  eng^^ed  the  attention  of  the  right 
reverend  Bench.    It  certainiy  was  an.aweful  moment*    in 
which  it  .became  that  Houfe.  tft.  bfi  .pigrticularly.  on  its  guard' 
againft.ilie!A<»t«o4tt<SUo«  or.cnflouragfment  ill,.att^.  fliape  or 
form,  of;aoy.circttiftfta»cet  >yhfll§verjtfndij9gjto:llie TTrz/tcA  im- 
moraitties^  -In.hiscool  a^  delibq?aU5.op(rik><1,; tfcofc'infimora- 
lities  wete^.lhampft  dangefojas^mpde  of:4t»ci  itfest  the /enemy, 
could  makev     He,  dre^Jid  th«ft  mofp*  t\^  arfy  otl^rjfeind  of 
ipvailon,  whalfoe vcr  menaces,  mjg^it  prpcede^t^  .op  wbai^xver 

ihape 


aintv  $.1 '  -  wooMAE.i/9  ntfLUAittmAm  ttPMtft.        ^ 

(hil|»cllfb1^  aflbMIS;*  ffe^%(Mlld  ti6(  oppofe  the  calltng  in  of* 
coonft];  lnithitraindwWtMIef4]]^^^rfh^f!iteof  theBAI. 

ddedin  tbe  tenements  ^'IMIW^  fe^tfte  nldMe  Lord,  tnd 
ifbeludanTthmgfunhertXKbbfeivc,  it  would  be  to  oppoTe 
the  imroduaiotitif  cow^^^fiy  Atx^W  dkl  his  mind  revolt  at 
the.attnner  and  tbe'natore  of  the  afipitcarion.  Sodi  a  deter- 
mination on  dhe  pait  of  thoif  LoiMiipt  wottld  ftrongly  maik 
tfaetr  opnioD  of  the  cafe,  and  opei|ite  with  the  falutary  force 
ofaftrstngexample.  *  ^   .    .    . 

Th§^imiilSitaribh^d^^  Hm  whatever  RKght  be  thdr 
Lofdibi^'toaiiriMl^jMi^^fey*  and  whatever  pohm  of  mora* 
ittfitrtHrflrtttty^diFafiiaV'  ^^M  wtHild  be  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  efflry^«(hHi«ifiS^'lMe  regUhr  t»orfe  of  proceeding  to  hear 
coi*iftl  opoii'^iietfti^^  am*ieofterwards  remained  with  their 
LoldAmtii  adO|ff>fl&cll  *sf  Hedl&on  as  in  their  wifdcim  and  jnf- 
^c^dit^ftpuIdiMMIIiffiB^tl  • 

V»Mi/Xi9f'^B9fNkftt{Mr  that  were  it  not  for  thede- 
fetti^b^fMr^fbr '(hehighatiMK>rkyofthel^  be 

IhdM  kwt  iMeUf'dlfptired  in  4!he  firft  mftance  to  oppofe  any 
further  pniiocdlng^  in  the  cafe/  and  W  dppc^  the  inrtr9do£Uon 
of  cbDnfel.  A  reSiarit  Hiade  by  a  noUe  Lord  (Auckland) ,  was 
undoubtedly  of  a  mfore  to  airfeft  the  attention  of  the  Hoiife^ 
viz^  die  e»ril  that  fiftuft  attend  the  tntrodnAion  of  French  mora- 
lity into  ifaefe  kingdoms*  ThcFfcnth  rulen,  while  they  de- 
fpaiirihof  making  any  imprfrffion  on  us  by  tlie  force  of  arms* 
attempttrd  a  more  (ubtle  and  akrtning  warftre,  by  endcavoqr- 
ing  tDcnr6rce  the  influence  <rf  thcfr  example,  in  ordcrto  taint 
^nd  'Mndermibe  tlie  morals  of  oar  ingennous  youth.  They 
lentiflBongft  us  a  numbei  of  female  dancen,  who,;  by  the 
a/laremeni  of  their  moft  indecent  attitudes,  and  tno^  wanton 
theatrical  exhiMtfonSt  fiKX^Med  bur  toOefleAually  in  loofening 
and  oMmipting  tlie*  moral  feelings  of  the  people ;  and  indeed  if 
common  it^>octb)ight  be  tditd  upon,  the  indecency  of  thoTe 
appearasces  €air  out  ihamed  any  thing  of  a  (imilar  nature  that 
had  ever  been  exhibited,  he  weiald  not  fay  on  any  Chriftian 
theatre,  but  e^n  utx>n  the  more  licentious  theatres  of  Athens 
aniltif  Rorfie.  If  their  Ldnd(hips  did  but  ierioufly  anend  to 
tV.e  (ad  corifequences  that  muft  refutt  fttim  the  exhibition  of 
filch  ipedfaicres  before  the  eyes  of  their  wives  and  daughters, 
vhilethey  "^Ko  Mi  that  it  was  now  in  their  power  to  apply  the 
rrraedj,  tbcy  Hittttlddoubtlefs  4<t  the  neceffity  of  arrefting  In 
^suiif;.notxMdy  the pi^Kigrefa  of  ftfch  fcandalous  immorality, 
ht  alfo  oC  preventing  it  for  the  foture  i  and  indeed  unlefs  an 
imiRcdiate  ftop  were  put  to  it,  the  inevitabie  confequence  mud 
Vol.  il.    1798.  I  be> 
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be,  that  the  maHgOftot  influciioe  of  fuch  oootaimaatii^r  ex- 
ample mud  finally  corrupt,  both  .festes,  and  their  Lordlaips' 
time  and  fittings^wquld  hence^ward  be  wholly  eqgroflibd  by 
]Cafes  of  divorce.  Xwc^ty ;  jears  :bad .  mw  sciapfed  ^c^  he  had 
made  a  fruitlefs.eflbrt  to.fbeql^th^  growth^f  djiiorces..  In  that 
:Houfc^hphad  indeed  b^^.  ^tepefj^i.jliiiendcavour^^  how* 
ever«  hsA  been  fruftr^t^  ini^f^^ther^qMaJi^^fV  ^^tfih^evil  has 
.fiiKe  0jKica(ed  IP  {^ch  ^Jiiaifming  d^ray^i|yr  tb;((y  iK^^with- 
.fiaiijii]^  the  jnfii^eope  (^^'the  ^amed  JLqrd  wjv^  pre^ded  ever 
that  Hoiife  witlrib  much  honour  ta  himfelf  and  fo  amcH  be- 
i^t  io^H^  couQitry^  aud  ^vfpitepf  the  well  known  and  troly 
.snecitQii^/exertiom  of;  aij^hcr  leariyjd  Jj^i  (iS^tmqn\ .  to 
.  cl\epk;.^e,'^rowtb  of-  thjfp^iicic.uiar  f^ck;^  of  imiponMityy  its 
progrefs  ana  corrupting  influence  (lill  appjpac  ^tp  be>  wb^Uy  un* 
dln^iiii^ed.  Such  thct^^re. tvas  bi&  oonyk^paqf  the  neqeff  ty 
.of  applying  fome  e£fe6lual  remedy  to  this  evil,  that.ihould  no 
nobl^orjeariied  Lotd  who  waa  of  mpr^  9hUi^y«..or.h)gher  in 
cpnGderatioii  and  authority  than  himfelf,  un/d^rtake  the^^taik, 
ho)ve.ver  ui\equaU>e  (houUf  prove  to  it&  performance,  he  9vpuid 
affuredJy  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  movMigy  •'.  l^hat  an  ti^m- 
hie  addf^^  W  prefent^d  to  his  Majefty,  ^  praying, that  his  Ma- 
jefty  WQwld  W^aciouiLy  plealed  to  prohi^t  the  ejshibUion  of 
nhoje  iodeoent  ipe^(;le$,  .md  to  order  ih^  who  peribrmpd  in 
.  them  to  be  fent  outipf^the  counrry."  ,-    .  ; 

Mr*  Dallas  wa3  then  heard  in  fuppqrtof  tli^Bill  (as  counfel 
for  Mr.  Ellen},  afud  went  very  fully  i(Uo  the  fubje£^  to  eftab- 
liih  his  client's  claim,  and  perfuade.thqir  Lordibips  that  he 
wa0.^ntit]ed  to  the  relief  prayed  for  a^  the, bands  of  the  Jegif- 
la.t|ice»     He  dated  i\yc  marriage  br tween  j\lr..l!^(len  and  Mifs,      | 
Hai^kt  Bennet,  and  the  iiotorious  fad  o(  her  living  in  adultery       | 
yrith  h4«  grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  which,  he  (boul^  be 
able  to  prove  beyond  all queftion*    He  fa^lj.he  was  aware  it 
had  been  a  prevalent  opinion^.  tl)ar  on  fuch  oocafions  it  was 
neceiTary  tp  produce  ^  necord  of  the  vcrJidl  detained  again fl 
the  adulterer,  but  he  would  take  upon  him  to-ai)Kbrt  that  it  was 
aaerfopeous  opinion,  and.  that  .it  was,notonl)i  not  cieceQary* 
hut  their  Lordlhips  had,  on  fcvei;4  occMlons,  gramed  Divorce 
.   Bills,  where  for  difierc^  rea(bns,  no, record  ofa  verdi£l  oould 
'  be  iproduced.     In  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Ellen  he  had  not  a  record  of      i 
tlKi^crdi^  to  produce,  bcoiure  his  chcnt  luJ  been  ^pohfuited, 
UiXhfi explained  that  LQtd.Kepypn  ordervd^jhe  popfuic  merely 
:   h#;v4Hff5  there  were  9r,vde^  of  liqparatioii /;^ci;uted.  b  the 

parii^Sr.Mii^  and  Mrs»E(^cn»  and  not  upqn  tl^o  qaerits,  tvhicU 
the  court  did  iiot  go  .into. .  The  fentenc^,  of  ihe^clefiafljcal 
cumt  was  ui.  &vour  of  his  client^  who  l^d  obtained  a  divorce    . 
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«  miv/f  tt  ibgfo.     He  acopottted  to  their  Lordfliips  to  what 
reafons  was  to  be  imputed  the  Iphg  delay,  that  had  intervened 
between  ftt  oommeneemehr  oif  thtr  adulterous  intercoarfe  of 
the  Doke  of  Kamttton  and  Mrs.  EfleiV.and  the  prefent  ap- . 
plkation,  by  ftatihg  (hat  Mr.  &<ten  Was  at  a  cpnfiderable^if- 
lacice  from  thi^  ootintry,  in  the'  iioKd  of  St.  Domingo,  till . 
Jatc(y,andti^(  as<bon  as  he  hadafcerhiined  the  criminal  fa£ts» . 
he  inftltotcd  the  obcei&iy  fatts  in  the  Eccfefiaftical  Court  and  • 
rbe  Ccmit  bf  IDiigfis  Bench,  and  could  not  paffibly  come  to  > 
their  bordfliip^s/bar  before  he  hail  done  (b.    Mr.  Dallas  (bted . 
tbe.deed  of  feparattc^  to  havt  been  executed  in  1789,  and 
\mcmtet^mg  that  Of  lite  years  (uch  inftrnmerits  were  dually 
tikca  int&confidenitioaby  theCoutts  of  Law»  as  warevi-- 
dent  from  federal  cafes  that  were  well  known. 

The  Lvrd  CbatictUbr  defired  Mr.  Dallas  to  flate  one  or  two . 
of  rtK>(c  cafes. 

Mr*  Dallas  mentioned  tiie  cM  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilkes/ who.. 
:i|)pfie(r  toiheOmrt  of  King's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  Haieas 
fiiryai  to  bring  up  the  bodyof  hia  wifci  that  hq  might  obtain 
poSMon  and  cuAody  6f  her  perfon,  but  articles  of  reparation^ 
hating  been  eiecoted,  Lotd  Mansfield  refufed  to  comgty  with 
die  a^cadon,  and  Mt.  Dalks;  Oiid,  there  were  other  well 
known  clafles  ofct»<es,  where  artidesof  reparation  hod  beea 
lelied  on  in  bar  to  any  attempt  of  the  kiiid. 

The  LcTii  GnmcelUr  faid,  he  rooo^k&ed  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  whole  applicatk)n  was  not  refufed  on  the  ground  ftated 
fcy  Mr.  Dallas,  but  becaufe  the  applicafien-ought  to  have  been 
made  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  which  alone  had  ro^iiaoce 
of  mailers  of  riiat  nature.  With  legard  to  Courts  of  Law  tak* 
ing  otigniauince  of  deeds  of  feparation,  heknewnbt  of  any. 
foch  cognizance  being  in  their  power,  as  no  law  cpold  make 
deeds otieparation  legal,  nor  could  any  thing  enable  peribns 
once  married  to  get  rid  of  tte  folemti  obligatbns  they  incurred 
by  that  a3,  (bort  of  a  regular  Bill  of  Divoice  under  tht  fanc- 
tionof  the  legiflature. 

Mr.  DalU^  refumed  his  argument,  and  having  ftated  ihat 
be  ibould  call  competent  witnefles  to  prove  the  allegations  ho 
iirf  opened  to  the  Houi'e,  proceeded  to  adduce  evidence. 

The  marriage,  the  deed  of  ieparatbn,'  the  feiuenoe  of  the 
EodefiafticiatUottrt,  and'fhe  adulterous  intetcourfe '  were  all 
proted.  The  latter  by  a  fervant  now  living  with  tlifC  Duke<]^f 
HamMlany  who  depofedthat  Mrj(.  Eften  came  from  "Edinburgh 
toHaiDilton  Palace,,  in  ^7^3,  that  he  had  feed  her  in  bed 
^  his  Grace,'  and  that  flic  was  delivered  of  a  child  in  the 
fibce  about  teii  months  after  her  firft  coming  there^  The 
I  2  fannfc 


byot  wffneft  proi^tbe  laiile  ftfib  iA  .^e  EccieGifticy  Qoati, 
and  in  the  Coort'of  Kin^s  Bench. 

Another  wltnefi  fait!,  tfiat he  knew  Mt/and  Mr$.  E#en'weH, 
that  he  Taw  Mr.  Eften  in  Ib^n  in  gmat  Aftftfil  in  f  Y891  that 
he  met  Mn.  Bennet  (the  mother  of  Nfrs.  Eflen)  foort^feer* 
vrandff.  'who  commiflSon^d  him  to  inform  Mn  Eimi  thak  if  he 
wbttid  Cgn  articles  of  fep9rati6n>  ihe  wtittid  giire  hiito  money 
tA  enable  bin>.  to  go  to  France,  and  Mow  MiftTcAfMtHing  to 
f6ppbrrHim  w^iIib  there  .*  that  it  was  tWo  or'  iHttt^d^fM^hintofe 
hei^Id  corifenti  dOritig  which  time,  he'  nt^'&  (iW^;0^n 
sh9re  aOQ^d,  dr  in  greater  aj^tion  of  mkMt  IThit'Mrs. 
Beondt  having  declared,  rh^t  if  Mr.  fHterf'wb^MAMbept 
her  oQ^V  (1^  wbiiM  teave  him  to  his  htt,  iaiidtht^  A  jail  itfuft 
be  hiii  portioh;  He  it  length  reltifbhtlVa^MfO^th^uehns 
ahd  exccatcxf  the  dd^d.  The  wttnefs  fald  He  wasconvinMl  -Mr. 
E(^n  Iovc4  his  wife  fincerely^  but  that  his  diftreft  dt-ofe  tiim 
tb  compliance,  and  he  received  a  fmall  (\xm,  ahout'twelvc 

Sineas;  and*  had  feme  remittance  lent  to'hlfai^ln  FlMce. 
re.  E Aen  was  at  the  timeengaged  at  th^  DtAliVi  thbafre,  an4 
{ieVf^rmlhi;  on  that  ftage ;  ihe  has  iikewile  aAed  |it  the^theatre 
iti  Bat^  in  Irondon,  and  Edmbure^i. 
^  Anptlrer^  witnefi,  who  faid  he  hiad  peashfa^cMritiAions 
WiWMr.  Eflen,  bncrfaccd  three  or  four  lettcftfrtm^hind, 
da^cd  dapc  NicblaMdle,  In  one  of  which  he  f^tet^Pllisi  wife 
hi  th^  Warheft  terms  of  itBiStiotis  and  ftat^  thut  fdrtvfl^hrf^ng 
fmiled  f^ppn  him,  he!  hoped- to  come  home;  itMl  oficfc  more 
live  with  her  i  but  begged  thc'perfon  addrefled  U$  let  him  iinovr 
if  any  thing  liad'Uan^he^d,  that  was  Hkeiy  ta  pte^^ent  his 
wifficd  fc^  re-union.   The  witncfe  did  not  chmetdinteifere  in 
matters  oPa  domeRic  nature,  but  foon  after  rt^eiv^d'another 
fitter  m)tn  Mr.  E.  infomiihg  Ilim  of  his  havihg  beatd  of  the 
reportt^xrimrnal  intetcourfe,  and  beggfm|^ him  toendulWintD^ 
the  truth  of  it.    In  a  third  lefter  Mr.  E.  «fircd'his  ftiMd  im- 
mediately to  take  the'  n^ctffilry  fteps  to  ptdfe^t^,  tlM  tho 
might  be  enabled  to  procure  a  divorce. 

Mr.  Graham  (of  counfel  far  Mrs.  £(Hl<i>  haVm^  adAiittcd 
the  articles  of  Reparation  that  werfe  produ^tob6  aUtlMntic^ 
they  were  handed  up  td  th^  tiible  tbgedhev  with-tfie  tott^BVt  Aiat 
]had  been  read.  "  '  '*'.","    ''    ■ 

TKe  deed  of  f<i|i:iratT€M  wi^  ckMHt'^^taMhed  bi^  th^-tord 
Chanccllbr,  arid  fdhi^  fe^cte  aha'ptoftitM' itWiilrKs*'  werts 
made  up6nMtl3y  thfc  Bifhop  dFKobhiffttf  f^'ibhte^itfiffi^'W 
he  had  pointed  oAt  wirt;  reiad  by  thi  der««:iiiWfcf  w^ft^tathet^ 
curious  in  their  tendency:  one  if  thelk  ^i^Al**thte^h#(l»ncl*s 
pcrmUCon  to  the  UJy  to  follow  her  Wclilfttidfti  *fthovt  mo^ 

Icftatio*^ 
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leftitioii  or  himkuice*  in  paUic.or  private*  in  apartoientBi 
&c.  opon  which  it  wa»  olriervfd,))y  tl^  Kil¥>p  of  Rocheftcr^ 
th«(  tbefe  dwotk%  w^v  in  .^d«  on  the  p^rt  of  the  hufband,  a 
*\trtiAtifi  ,j^n;m«mm  of  bU  v^lfe, to. every  adulterer  in  the 
Aieets."  .,  ;.  ;  > .-  .  ...  ,;  ,  ;..  , 
'  Tl)exx)iii|iet^d  witneOi^s.wpre  ordered  to  withdraw. 

The  XW/i?^4^#i^r.JiW,  -  that  !^A<;55rc  gpmg  inw  the  Com-» 
mittce;! .mAie*  I>,oke  Jiad.  /ixpcclfcd  * hjcnrelf  in  ttroj^g  language 
:igliAft.thevpre&iit  (rafe*  kut  frbro  jthe  evidencb, which  had- 
Him  agpeafpd,.  ja  tcrw  not  /of^QO  Qropg  diranptpt^tion.  He 
jiife4beaefor<tQ,ui«l|e  a  motioo  M^hich  their  jiirdt^tps  Would: 
find  theoUelye^i  ^Qoopelled  to  ;|gree,  to*  Th^  >rti^ J^s  tH  fepanK 
ti^n.foroaefl^fi^  JQi&perable  W  to  any  divQrcct  and^thcqircum- 
.  fiances  -  of  collu^n^  which  appeareii  in  the  cp^fe  ren|deir6H  Tt  the 
daCy-oTibef.Hquic.  tarcjcd  the  a)>pricati.on.^.  ph  t)ie  ilpotioa 
fe^theiscond.jresidaig  of  the  Bill,  therefore M'rttoVcdf  tfwr 
iiOf^lihipj^^W  it  UcVrejcacd.  ,.,.  ..     ,    ^ 

It  .w4a  a^oor^ing^y  thrown  out.  r  .» 

.  The  Lordi^imesttar.zifgmxtk  and  faid,.  that  he' wal  glad 
that  a  right  rev.  Prelate  had  e|ipf ^cd  h]$  intemlon  tpl^ting  fiar^ 
wa^  ionw  meafore  to.prevem  the  ieeqUency  of  applications  foe 
divprce,  and  he  hoped  he.  would.perfevere ,  in^  his  deiig^.    Ho 
hfipe^iOQ'tliat  wlm  the..revereiul  Pr^lacq  had.  faid  would  have 
it»  weight  ^vl^rQ  it;  ought  tobftve  weight,    Something  certain- 
ty waa^  i^(«f  fiary.  cp  be  done  by  their  Lordlbips  as  guardians  oC 
cbepiahlip-aiannerfii  to>check  the  number  of  caies  in  which 
thfif  were calfed upon Jta  give  .their  fanSiofl  to  divorces.    It 
lids  weUJcx^ownihaidiviirqpbUU  were  now  coiifide^^^  sa  lit* 
tie,  more  than  mf re  niattera  of  form.     It  was  notorious  that 
C3ic^  occurrpct  in.  whicb^theJmBeft  a)nu1jorixxi(l6d^b^^ 
parties  fQ  procure,  tb^fe  bill8,i^id. though  this  coliufion  was  fla- 
giaiit  to.^lie  world,  tl>e|f  Lordflsips,  from  the  proof  being,  per« 
ba|ps,  ffoin  the  wav  the  cafe  was  managed,  unattainable,  were 
compelled  not  to  lee^batwfisL'Io  palpable  to; every  individual 
oot.of  d>^,Hpufi:.,   Thi4  grpfs.and  fcandalous  abp reacquired 
tobc^,r^iv>OfifC(l^.  Tfco^ftb'Orac  naprc  cxtenfive  rheafure  might 
pa;Jia^  hpAfke^p^ff.Xa'.fo  to  the  root  of  the  eyil'/fomething 
m^bt  be  done  by  their Xordffiips  in  the  way  of  regulation. 
It  ff2^u  ^^^cjuf^mfMff'.to  ^2o;ify4  with  any  4<:grdy  of^ccuracy 
in^  l^i4ati;ver  ^^seaf^te^  ho)^.(uch  a  bod y  as  tH^ir  vf^ordfliipt 
4haMs9^^iJ^^^^  oieof  thc^iudthat^eiit^  before 

thciinY;  but;thfiQ^  .we^fp^flne  ge^C^at  rules  thatjriiigHt  precede 
theconlMk^^noia  if-^^tt  qalet^nft  with  which'  parties  coming 
beiarc  U^em  au^ht  be  onhgcd  to  comply,  .  He  would  fnggeft, 

therefore, 


.^ 
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therefore,  in  the  fird  phce^  a  refblotionf  diat  crery  pcHrty  pre- 
fentingapctittoii  tD  theiriLordOitpsJor  a  divorce;  tliDuM  bene* 
<f  uired  to  Jay  oti  th^  table  at  the  fame  time  a  copy  of  die  pfoceed- 
ings  ifi'the'eockfiaAioBd  Bod  otb^  co8rtft»  in  order  thit  it  Hiighft 
tn  fome  degree  be  known  hovir  the  caufe  had  been  conteAed,  • 
and  whether  there  were  any  circumftances  4tf  ^ooUifioHi '  It 
might  likcwifc  ixr  proper  to  call  upon  the  party  prerenting  a 
petition,  to  make  oath  of  the  prooiTof  the  faas  contained  in  it. 
If  a  man  was  aStifg  faivly  attd  honcAIy,  it  coiiMbe  ndhard^ip 
to  cal^llpot1  himto]Wot»e  die  ci)uth  ef  the  a(Ietti«m  by  inxMtb^ 
and  the  Honfewxild  be  aurhodlid  td^  refufe  ^e  Ml,  iMtdt 
die  ckvndbion^  whicb  diey' reared  ifarobfetvtKl.  Though  he 
was  not  airiprelfeiil  prcrpaved  to  foy  v(^hat  efilsA'  articles  of  fepiU 
ratioih  ought  tfo  h^ve  in  an  applktitionfor  divorce*  it  certtinly 
was  piK>pet  tl»crtfadrLon)(brpsihoQ)dknoW|  and  be  able  lb 
weighfthe:  iropertance  they  wduld  lOtach-  to  the  cireutnftance 
of  tic^dvileiiy  being  com tkiltced'4ti  a  (late  of*  fepbtrati^n  of  of 
cohabttacioo.  He  would  fugged,  therefore,  thit  pirtie^  (houM- 
be  called  upon  to  (late  this  point  diftiiK&ly  in  thepetition. 
Thefe  obficrvations  Ibe  t^irew  d:iit  with  a  view  tofem^y  to  a 
certasfuexteni  the  abttfe  complanfed  of.  He  di(F  not  wtin  their 
LordAMps  to  proceed  to >dectdeu^n  tliem  with  their  minds  itn^ 
prefTcd  by  tha  extraotdinai^  cir4umftaiwe6  of  fudi  an>HnfaVoa* 
rabie  cafe  as  they  had  juft  heard.  Ho  ifitendcd  to  ^reduce  -hit 
fugg^ftionsrinto  die  form  of  refelutions,  which  (bould  be  laid 
on  the^tablo>  and  on  foii»e  focute  -day  taken  tiito  confidenMion.. 
The.refolottons  ihould  be  ready  by'  Monday,  ar>d  in  the  courfe 
of  eight  or 'ten  days  their  Lonlftiipd  would  have  time  -to  eonfi^ 
der  them*  and  might  afteiwards-  bo  fummoned  for  Ibeir  dif- 
coApfi»  ► 

i    The.  Bills  on  the  taMe  were  then  forwarded  in  their  refpcc* 
five  fta;es^  and  the  Noufe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  \lr.Jitif<  movedr  that  thcre^be  laid  heforethe  Houfe  an  ac* 
count  of  the  offices  iatlls  Gufioras  propofed  to  be  aholtflied  and 
ccnfolid^d,:pttrfuant  tDtatn  A&now.pendit^  in  ParKaeaenr, 
and  alio  an  amount  of  the  falaries  annexed  thereto.  The  afabwe 
accounjt  t^affltiient  laid,  before  ithe  Houfit,*  and  oidoiiBd  'to  b«, 
printe^^/       •.,'.-»  '      » ■  i  .  •  j     :.-  • 

.    The  Uo^ft  wait  into  a  Committee  on  the  Sdotth^Diftillery 
3iil|  wlicQ-it  was  lefolv^d^.  That  the  fome  dotie^-fbould  oamtir 

Due 
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.  mMtabcgi?ntefla»h4ctb68n  gnottfd  by  the  Ad  pafled  iaft 

Sffieo.    IHiCJnqfDrt  vi(as-on)ciied<o  be  received  on  Monda^^ 

Ttie.Goiit  E^cportatiair  fiiUito  the  iflands  of  Jerley,  Guern- 
.  iry»^&fk  was  committ^,  and  tW  report  ordered  for  Mqnday. 

SoMralaocttiinlawerc  preibited  from  die  Truftees  of  the 
.  BritUfe  MttfimiUfc .    * 

'         COSTS    IN    MISDEMFANORS,  .      ,      . 

Mr*ff^tib^fyrcf  bidt  hci.  roTcia  conapliaficc  wdbths  wiOiea 
of  Koa»y  vpf  bv$-cQnA>tiiciUi»  xo  move  for  l(me  to;  bring  in 
a  bUl  xo.^mihQrijt^e  ^miot  /cQj^u  U>  give  coAsi  ontof  the  county 
rates  if)  cafes  of  pi^feeiitioo  (or!  9ki(deineaix>r  b]!^  ca:dee.  of  ma- 

ft«eogil><rnin^  \)^,  bands  of. lai^ftrates  would  be-  ffck.    Caies 
occurred  in  which  profecution$.  were  comoienoed  by:  order  of 
magiftri)tes«  and  .11  W9^  bard  .that  when  tbefe  wera:for  the  pub- 
Itc  ijitcccft  ihc  cxpeocq  ihould  fall  upon  the  individoals  by 
whom  tfoey.  were  prderpd*     It  had  once  been  underftood  tbar 
courts  might  give  fuch  expences  out  of  the  county  rate,  but  it 
ha4  fific$sibcen  fQund  thsrt  this  cottid  not  lie  done.  .  It  certainly 
w^$  (leiira^le  that  in  fome  cafes  this  power  ihotiU  be  vcfted  in 
the  QQUsth     The magiflratesof thiacoontry  were.a  cbftof men 
higliiy  u&fM(and  fneritorious;^iey  nnderto^kyaJalxlrioDs»^o^le- 
.   time^  dangerous  and  eapenfive  duty,  for  die  public  advantage. 
If  he  weie  to: point  out  lo  a  ftcaoger  what  charaAerized  tliis 
country  in  a  pajrti^ular  manherfiom  others,  he  would  point  out 
its  magiiirates  as  a  clals  Of  men  the  natur3l  proteAors  of  tlic 
people^  and  exercidtig,  without  any  perfonal  advantage,  pain- 
ful, and  fometimes  invidious  duties. '  To  relieve  them  fn^m  the 
burden  with  which  they  were  loaded  in  cafes  of  profccutions 
commenced  by  their  dirt6lionv  was  the  objed  of  the  KiU  which 
he  iK)w  afk'.d  leave  to  introduce.     He  fliould  not  enierr  intb 
anv  detail  of  it  then.     The  greateft  pains  would  be  taken  to 
muciify  and  to  render  it  as  free  from  objection  as  poffible  in  its 
progrefs  through  the  Houi'e,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to 
procure  informatJon  from  the  dit&rent  counties,  by  which  its 
provifions  might  be  rendered  generally  ufcful.     He  concluded 
with  moving'}  S*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  kill  tocnable 
certain  cx>ULts.lo  order  rhe.'expcncea  of  protecuiion-  fdr  mifde- 
meaoour  in  certain  cafes  to  be  defrayed  out  of  tt^  icbunty- 
rate."  ^  y  .\     .     .  .  -...■ 

.  Mr,  AHmevorm^,  faid,  he  was  cortvinced  thaft'lH*  hdh.  Gtn- 
demandid  not  a<St  here  from  hisown  judgment,  hut  was  guid- 
-cd  by  the  wiflies  of  loinc  of  I; is  conftituents,     H^  W;^s  forry 
that  he  ihould  be  under  die  neccility  of  opi)cfmg  the  hill.  Tlie- 

county- 
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comey-nte  watalieady^bst^M^rtdi  tftore^Aanit^as  fekie  lo 
bear.  It  Was  levied  upon  a  dsftrnDtverf  ^eto  «Aidefgo  tiie 
expence^  and  he  cooM  nor  agiee'to  any  mcaAini  6^J«riikli  they 
\v0bM  befirdier  tmitbened,  aslie  <9onceived4«(ifHotft  fMceAtjr. 
A  bill  fcrdie  fame  porpofe  had  been  hefore  the  Ifocife  two 
yeanaeo,  which  all  the  pains  employed  had  not  beeniabl^to 
render  free  ofotjeflion,  and  he  ihoald  have  ex|pe£ted  fbme  rea-* 
fons  (tom  the  honourable  Gendeman  to  fliew  why  focli  a  bill 
wonld  now  be  advHeable. 

Mr.  timdkir  Major  explained ;  that  the  fbrmer  bilt  IM 
pafled  the  Cotnmons,  and,  after  behi^  carried  up  to  the  lianfs 
of  Lords,  was  ftopped  by  the  dii&iliitton  of  FarKamenr. 

Mr.  H$mj  LefcOks  laidt  that  no  magiftrate  woisld  aA,  if 
theexpence  of  ncceflary  profecutions  begun  by  their  order  weire 
thrown  Upon  them  petfonally. 

Mr.  R^e  faid,  that  a  iate  decifion  of  the  Cbort  of  Kingft 
Bendi  had  changed  the  ftate  of  the  cafe*  from  what  it  was  br- 
fbre,  as  now  it  was  impoffible  that  cofts  could  be  allowed  as 
fometimes  it  had  fisrmerly  been^ 

Mn  AfaiHwmif^  faid,  he  could  not  conceive  how  coAsco«iU 
ever  have  been  allowed,  as  the  prohibitory  claufe  was  expieis. 

Mr.  Bumton  faid,  the  hardihip  en  magtftrates  by  the  cofts 
being  thrown  upon  them  perfonaily  was  very  great.  In  bit 
own  cafe  he  had  felt  it.  In  carrying  into  eScA  the  Snppkmeo* 
tary  Bill,  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  inob,  and  bis  life  endan-^ 

Sred.  To.panifli  ofl^ders  for  the  fate  of  public  juftice,  he 
i  mdidcd  them,  and  they  were  conviAed.  The  expence, 
which  was  confiderabie,  he  had  in  vain  applied  to  the  coonty* 
rate  to  pay,  but  he  was  obliged  to  defray  it  outof  his  own  pockets 
He  feared,  that  uniefs  expences  were  allowed,  many  ufeful 
xnagfftrates  would  decline  aiding. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wilberforcet  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  Mgrch  5* 

Heard  counfel  in  an  appeal  from  /^iland*  in  which  there 
were  eight  decrees  on  one  fide,  and  which  were  all  reverfed, 
except  as  far  as  one  of  them  related  to  the  charge  of  xl.  i  is.  ^d. 
to  be  paid  by  the  appellant. 

A  petition  was  prcfcnted  to  their  Lordflilps  ont)ehaIf  of  Mr. 
Gilchrift,  in  Scotland,  to  prevent  the  fale  of  an  cftate,  purfuant 
to  an  interlocutor  of  the  Court  Of  Scffion,  which  order  was'  af- 
^rmed  by  their  Lordihips. 

The 


UAMcm  5*]       VtOOmALUt  TMUAMtrtMY  *S909lT%  i^ 

Tbe  I^rd  Ciotifeihr  imA  thit  lh«  :|KCirion  came  befine  thdr 
Loptfijpi  irtErfer  ttittmiftaflicettaf  la  pecoKar  kind.  This  peti- 
tion was^TifVQ0y.^.^iieddafof|ii^k:e;  tMs  wat  the  hlth, 
if  not  tfcr  iUth>cat)pialihat  faadbe^nprtfaitBd-on  ditfC  voy  fmb* 
jed  V  th^  dBMte  vMikh  was  the  (AjflfiHof  it  was  orderad  U>  bo^ 
fet  up  for  faik^tli^the:fXiQiib  of  tbe  next  week.  Under  fiich 
ciicttiii(famo^iC'^RM|r  impcfliUe  iitir  dieir  LooMh^,  ooafiftentlf 
with  ri^irSaiie^{)«Aics;^toioiiiitiniie  theMler  fiir  the  je^Km* 
denu  anfwcr  to  it»  and  therefore  he  propQfed.tbaC<d»V3idar  ^ht 
the'idlpcgAm'amilvviflMilUchkis^^  tM'^it  hi«Bfi!ited^M 
a  CfliwijaaHtPi of : thfi^  LnU^ripa  dn  4hBt^ .ibctnighQ  abidn^ 
()uir€  into  thr.tirafiii%'of  pnofitariftigtlnB  pit^^ 
judice  fp^theiComqfnffboffnpvoc^^ 

in  <nie(Hon.'.     .   !■..•:.•.',.'-*"•''•■'•''■•'•''       ■"    ■  •   •■  "''''i   ■ 
AH  thefe  points  were  pot  and  ordcredt  *  .:  .;   |u  rr.  > 

The  jEi^.£!&iMc//&rtlien.£ud,  diat  this  petitiotiiAiraf  llmM 
by  tvt>ad«oGatctdf  leipedbibiitty  in  Sajdaad,  atid-^iht  nC-^cfa* 
derwfa  t9th^  bei wooid  nocnehtioQ  their  Yiamevf  botr  hd  * 
could  not  help  expreffing  a  hope  that  genrieiiKh  iMbe  iiar  in 
ScoHaftd  niooM-'kib  iiitoreabft«i4  fioni'figntii^'peticiona^hich 
they  kXKW.tiottobe  ftor  tho  pttipofesxf^iiftic^biitiinMfilbt 
delay;  asikejr^ wmbound  to^t^m^xW  nitits  of  ^wfeACAA^yi 
figiwd  •  If  tiiey^pafd^iioattendpn  to  thi)  faggeAioiiithtirL^fA* 
Ihipa omil ppndeed fa ikeikap,  woy^ totwards  diefet genidemon 
as  the  toorts  tf  ^Idvr  proceeded  ag^aft  '|bndcfnfeb  ^*  the  bar 
when  they ^l]flnod<iflipibperple9B.r  .  :    .'! 

Receiiwdtwfa  thdCbmmdnsHfetettd  biBt)  whidh  il^rere'Mad 
a  firft  tifiie.'4uAd|jdtfmed*  •    '    '  ^'  '• 
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'        '       MoKOAY,  AfoTf*  C.  "     '        ''^ 

The  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  Comoaittce  of  Finance 
was  po&poned  to  that  day,  fe'nn^ht 

The  bill  for  redocing'antKiiberbiP  holidays  in  the  Caflofl;ir 
hoofe  was  aUb  poftpooed  to  thtf «]:iy  fidimght. 

;    •'  ^^'-'^jAftbo'As:'"    .^         ■  •       ••'-:  .'-^^ 

General  //^^/f  ip^cSi!'^  pretcntc^  to.liis 

Majefty,  to  rcqucffi  that  he  will  be' gra^)oi&ily  plea/f^d  !tp  px^x 
that,U>cfc  be  ^^I^^CsRfrf^  Hgvife^tbip^pfstuif;^,  fro;n  t^p^.^JJ.- 

Mp  Z)«fcd^4  faM(j  fj^^c  ^ha^l  eogmted  fox  that  petition,,  an^d 
fcand  that  'W^re  i^as  *qo  fucn  paper  in  e;^jilcD(;e. 
Vo%.  II.  1798.  K  General 
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General  ffialpoU  faidt  that  he  had  himfelf  delivered  it  to  the 
Dukeof  Poalsmd;  he  had  alked  the  noble  JDuke  whether  he 
ijiould  deliver  it  to  the  King  or  to  him ;  and  his  Grace  in- 
formed bifii  that  he  might  deliver  it  to  him,  on  which  he  did 
dehver  it  to  hioi. 

Mr,  Dundas  faid,  that  it  was  a  fa£k  to  which  he  was  a 
ftfattger,  i^nd  afliired  the  honourable  Gentleman  he  was  defir- 
ous  to  give  every  fatisfa&ion  on  the  fubje£l ;  but  the  paper  was 
not  known  to  him*  nor  was  it  defcribed  in  fuch  a  particular 
manner  as  to  enable  him  to  find  it. — He  afked  whether  it  was 
the  fajgoe  paper  of  which  a  copy  had  been  fent  him  in  the  morn- 
ing?    ' 

General  fFalpoU  faid  it  was  not. 

The  ChanalUrtf  the  Exchequer  wilhed  the  paper  to  be  iden- 
tified, andits.date  particularly  fpeclfied,  fo  that  it  could  be  un- 
derOdod. 

.  Miu  TUrney  thought  there  oould  be  little  difficulty  in  finding 
a  paper  pf  fo  fiDgular  a  defcription ;  befides  his  honourable 
Friend  had  dated  that  he  himfelf  had  given  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  iie  advifed  to  amend  the  motion  by  making  it  for 
all  petitions  from  the  Maroons. 

^  The  queftion  wa^  put  and  carried.  General  ffTtlpok  then 
moved  for  feveral  other  papers,  but  a  doubt  arifing  refpefling 
the  mode  of  applying  for  them,  he  withdrew  his  motion. 
•  The  Salichor  GeHemlmoyed^  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the 
Committee  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  confider  of  a  bill  for  pre- 
venting the  refources  of  the  country  from  paffing  to  the  enemy 
through  the  medium  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  faid  bill,  which  was  granted. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee, 
which  went  through  the  bill  in  the  ufual  form.  The  report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  order  beingrcad  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  for  the  purppfe  of  moving  that  the  fum 
of  yyjo\.  fliould  be  granted  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the 
year  1798. — ^The  utility  of  this^Board  to  the  Public,  he  faid, 
'  would  he  abundantly  proved,  if  any  one  doubted  it,  by  the  do- 
^cumepts  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  were  before  the 
*  Houfe ;  but  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  add,  that  he  derived  no 
profit  or  advantage  whatever  from  his  fituation  as  Prefideiit    at 
that  Board.     It  had  been  ftated  in  the  ncwfppers,  that  he  had 
fubfcribed  to  the  voluntary  contributions  the  fum  of  500I.  the 
amount  of  his  falary  as  PreGdent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  %^ 
but  he  muft  correct  this  Aatementj  and  alfure  the  Houfe,  thac  -. 
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he  defiyed  not  any  adv'anti^  from  hh  (ituation  above  any  other 
member  of  the  Board.  He  ihould  add  no  more,  but  move  the 
grant  of  300c'. 

Mr.  Baier  faid,  he  perceived  the  account  of  the  expenditofe 
of  the  years  17949  5*  and  6,  but  not  of  laft  year,  he  wifhed  to 
know  the  reafon  ? 

Sir  John  Sinclair  replied,  the  grant  of  laft  ytar  had  not  yet 
keen  received  by  the  Board. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  thi  fnanner  •  in 
which  the  money  was  intended  to  be  expended  when  repetved 
ivould  probably  anfwer  the  honourable  Qentletnan's  wiCb.  The 
Board  moft  unqueftionably,  as  conne6led  with  the  pub! ic^  was 
of|;reat  public  utility,  and  he  trufted  the  Committee  would 
agree  to  vote  the  fum ;  if  they  thought  the  Board  was  not  well  ' 
conducted,  they  could  hereafter  add  Parliamentary  provifions. 

Mr.  Tiemey  fiid,  before  he  voted  any  more,  he  fhoald  like 
to  know  what  became  of  the  laft ;  it  was  voted  hut  not  paid. 

The  Cbancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  nothing  bad  be- 
come of  it,  it  was  not  iffued.  , 
.  Mr.  Tiemej  indfted,  that  the  diftribution  paper  ought  to  be 
befi>re  the  Hoa(e  before  any  more  was  voted. 

This  introduced  a  defultory  converfation  acrofs  the  table  re* 
fpefiiog  the  diftribution  paper. 

'ThcCbancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  obkrvcA  J  that  tlic  diflribu- 
tion  paper  was  delayed,  in  order  to  make  it  as  perfe£b  as  pofli- 
ble;  fince  though  the  year  ended  on  the  5th  of  January,  all 
the  fuiig)lies  voted  were  not  colkSed  until  the  5th  of  April*  i 
The  fumof  3000U  was  then  voted  for  the  Board  of  AgricuU 
tute. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  March  6. 
Read  feveraJ  Bills  on  the  Table. — Adjourned. 


{iOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  March  6. 

Sfir.  Ukihavfe  moved  for  a  variety  of  accounts  of  money  4<1- 
npced  by  the  Bank  to  Government,  outftanding  on  the  gift 
cf  December  laft.'-^Ordered. 

Thtf  bill  for  allowing  corn  to  be  imported  into  Gucmfey  and 
Jcrfcy  was  read  a'thitd  time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Ehugia/ hrotight  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  preventing  ' 

the 


the  importalkm  of  fatl-cloth  t^  Ireland,  which  was  ordered  ta 
be  read  a  third  time* 

Mr.  AUerm^n  lAi/iington  brought  in  a  bill  for  rendering 
the  refpooiibility  of  merchant  Oilpriuafters  ibr  goods  conamittea 
to  their  care  more  ezteafive*    The  bill  w^s  r^  a  fird  time^ . 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  4th  o(  April. 
^  A  neflage  was  rec^ivei}  tooi  theLord$y  Miog  that  they  had 
agreed  to  a  variety  of  bills,  f 

Adjoorpcd  to  Thui£3siy» 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

•Thursday,  Jlf^ch  9. 

'  Ft£RAO£    OF    BEAUMONT, 

Tlie  Hoafe  having  reToIved  itfelf  into  a  Coftmiittee  of  Privir 
Icgt^f  thecoiifideration  of  the  clatMs  of  Mn  Stapletort  lo  the 
alx)ve  peerage,  was  refumed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  rofe,  smd.  after  fltghtly  notietng  one  or 
two  of  the  moft  prominent  points  of  the  evidence  which  hMl 
beeniuiMaced,  corificfledy  that  during  the  interval  of  the  lad 
fittine;  of  the  Committee,  he  was  fo  circafiiftineod  as  not  tt>  be 
able  ^tisfadtoriiy  to  make  up  his  mind  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
claimant's  cafe ;  other  Lords,  however^  might  be  decided  in 
their  opinions,  in  which  cafe  he  wiihed  t&itt  to  come  for- 
ward. But  if  the  Committee  did  not  chufe  to  proceed  in  the 
difcnffiion  on  that  day,  fer  his  part,  he  fhoeld  requeft  their 
LorddiipB*  indulgence  till  Tueiday  next,  on  which  day  he 
hoped  to  be  perfe&ly  prepared  to  deliver  his*(eiitimentB« 

This  appearine  to  be  the  ffcneral  fenfe  of  the  Comimtteet. 
the  further  coniideration  of  this  fubje£^  was  accordingly  poft- 
poned  till  Tuefdav  ;  and  the  Houfe  refumed. 

The  various  Bills  before  the  Houie  were  forwarded  in  their 
refpedive  ftagcs. 

Mr.  S.  Douglas  prefented,^  from  the  Wodk  of  Commoos^ 
.   the  Bill  for  taking  off  the  bounty  on  fail-cloth,   exported  to 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Bill  &r  allowtng  an  additional 
quantity  of  corn  to  lie  exported  to  the  ifland  of  Gu'srnfey,  &c. 
and  alfo  the  Dutch  Property  Bill. 

Four  private  Bills  were  prefented  by  different  Gentfemcn. 
The  above  Bills  were  feverally  read  a  firft  time^-aftcr  which 
their  Lordfhips  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  March,  8. 

Mr.  ff^lSmn  Dundas  brought  up  a  Bill  far  enlarging  the 
powers  of  the  Merchants'  Cbmptuy^^f  Edinburgh,  \vhich  waf 
Tead  a  firft  time. 

The  Mkfttroftbe  Rolls  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  tQ 
the  Rev.  Charles  Mofs,  Dodor  In  Divinity,  for  his  fermoa 
preached  at  St.  Margaret's,  Wcftmmftcr,  on  Wcdncfday  laft. 

The  motion  was  feoonded  by  Sir  William  Dolben,  and 
agr(^  to  nem.  con. 

The  Bill  for  difaliowinE  ^e  bounty  on  fail  cloth  exported 
jnto  Ireland)  was  read  a  tbiriJ  time/  and  pafied. 

The  Bill  for  regulating  the  Carrying- of  Slaves,  was  poft- 
poned  till  that  day  fortnight* 

.   The  report  on  the  Scotch  DiftiDery,  Bill  was  brou^t  up» 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day* 

The  Bill  for  providing  Pay  and  Clothing  fi»r  the  MiUtia,  for 
theyear  1798,   wa&  read  a  firft  time* 

The  Dutch  Intercourfe  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
ptftd*    A<^amed« 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

,  FJktv AY t  March  g. 

Lord  Seaftrth  (late  Francis  Humbir/tcnc  Mackenzie^  Efq.) 
as  introduced  in  the  ufual  form,  fworn,  and  took  his  feat. 
His  fupporters  were.  Lord  Douglas  of  Lochlevin    (Earl  of 
Morton),  and  Lord  Stewart,  of  Garlies  (Earl  of  Galloway). 
The  Royal  Afient  was  given  by  commifllon,  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills: — ^The  Exchequer  Bills,    i.ords  St.  Vincent  and 
Duncan's  Annuities,  Gold  and  Silver  Watch«Cafe>  the  Mu- 
tiny,  Portugal  Salt  Importation,  and  the  Bill  for  re<%fying 
certain  Miftakes  in  the  Land-Tax  Commiffioners'  Name  Bill ; 
alio  to  Fozard's  Divorce,  and  fix  other  private  Biiis. 

The  Lords  Commiffioners  pn  this  occafion  were,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Earl 
Spencer. 

The  various  Bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 
ie(pe£Hve  flages. 

Certain  Annual .  Accounts  were  prefented  from  the  Mer- 
cer^s  Company,  for  the  perufal  of  their  Lordihlps. 

Mr-  £urdon  prefented  a  (jrivate  Bill  from  the  Houfe  of 
Cooindons,  which  was  read  a  firft  time.  After  which  their 
Lordflitps  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE 


) 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  March  9. 

Two  Matters  in  Chancery  brought  a  mcffagc  from  the 
Lords,  informing  the  Honfe  that  the  Lords  had  agreed  to  fc- 
veral  private  and  public  Bills. 

A  Perfon  from  the  Mercers  Company  brought  to  the  Bar 
the  ufual  annual  account,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  ' 

The  Uffier  of  the  Black  Rod  waited  to  defire  the  attendance 
of  the  Houfe  in  the  Lords  to  hear  the  King*s  comnjiffion  feadl 

The  Speaker  returning,  informed  the  Houfe  that  the  Royal 
Aflent  was  given  by  commiffion  to  feveral  Bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  ordered  that  an  accouitt  of  the  Ex- 
ports and  Imports  of  the  l^ft  year  be  laid  beford  the  Houfe,  and 
a  perfon  from  the  Cuftoms  attended  and  gave  it  in  at  the  Bar 
accordingly.    It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Militia  Clothing  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
Monday  neatt. 

The  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  March  12. 
Counfcl  was  heard  on  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Munroe  v.  Cam- 
bell  and  Malcolm.    After  which  the  Houfe  affirmed  the  de- 
cree of  the  Scotch  Courts. 

The  Bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in .  their  refpcftivc 
flages. 

Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  il/arr*.  12. 

Mr.  Hunter  brought  from  the  Tax  Office  an  account  of  the 
AfTeflment  Duty  on  Clocks  and  Watches  for  three  quarters  of 
a  year,  as  far  as  it  could  be  made  up,-r-Ordered  to  be  laid  pn 
the  table. . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  was  in  his 
opinion  proper  that  the  opinions  pfefented  againfl  the  clock  and 
watch  duty  (hould  be  referred  to  a  Comnuttee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  oii  Wednefday,  st  which  time  it  was  his  intention  to 

propofe 
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propofe  fomcthing  in  lieu  of  tliat  tax.  It  was  neceffary,  how- 
ever, in  point  of  form,  that  ihc  report  of  the  Committee  to 
whom  this  matter  was  referred,  fliould  be  read  ;  which,  upon 
his  motion,  was  read  pro  forma. 

He  then  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  on  Wedncfday  ncxtre- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider 
of  the  faid  report. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Hobboufc  faid,  that  what  he  had  to  obferve  referred  to 
a  buiinefs  for  the  difcuflion  of  which  a  day  was  now  fixed.  He 
(hoald,  however,  be  giad  to  know  the  reafon  why  t))is  report 
hadi>ot  been  brought, before  the  Houfe  for  coniidcratioii  (ooner ; 
ibr  it  was  very  well  underflood  that  the  matters  as  well  as  men 
in  the  clock  and  watcli  trade  were  in  the  courfc  of  ruin  by 
this  tax. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  as  a  day  had  been  appointed  for 
the  difcuffion  of  this  bufinefs,  it  was  not  regular  to  enter  into 
that  difcuflion,  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  faid,  there  Jiad  been  no  delay  ra  the  pro- 
fccvtion  of  this  bu&nefs  from  him.  No  man  in  that  Houfe 
qould  be  more  anxious  than  hp  was  to  obtain  relief  to  the  clock 
and  watchmakers,  becaufe  no  man  could  be  more  aware  than 
he  was  of  the  extreme  diflrefs  to  which  this  late  tax  reduced 
thefe  unfortunate  perfons.  The  reafon  why  he  did  not  bring 
forward  this  matter  fooner^was,  that  he  uiiderftood  that  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  beeo 
for  feme  time,  engaged  in  examining  into  the  master,  and  that 
be  meant  to  bring  forward  another  tax  in  lieu  of  this. 

Colonel  ffalpoU  gave  notice  that  he  fhould  bring  forward 
his  iQotion  refpefiing  the  Maroons  that  day  fortnight, 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  he  (hould  in  a  (hort  time  bring  forward  a 
motion  refpe&ing  the  emigrants  in  this  country* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  this  was  a  fub- 
jcdof  great  importance,  but  the  manner  in  which  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  dated  it  was  too  general  to  convey 
to  the  Houfe  fuch  information  as  they  were  likely  to  defire, 
but  a  learned  friend  of  is,  the  fccond  law  officer  of  the  Crown 
in  that  Houfe  (the  Solicitor  General),  had  intimated  to  him 
an  intention  of  propofing  a  renewal,  together  with  fome 
amendments,  to  the  Alien  Bill,  perhaps  that  meafure  might 
render  the  motion  of  the  honourable. Gentleman  unncceflary. 
If  the  honourable  Gentleman  wiflied  for  the  regider  of  the 
emigrants  he  was  likely  to  be  (atis&ed  in  that  refpefi,  fc'/^  that 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  law  officer  to  whom  he  had 
alluded: 

Mr.  Jones 
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Mr.  Janes  faid,   that  tbtf  was  his  idea  ^n  ihs  fiibje^  and 
be  was  happy  to  hear  that  it  was  to  be  taken. up  ^by  |he  IjMi 
^cer  of  the  Crown,  iRxrt^en  it  would  be  \q  tWiii^.bafMliiM 
.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  noticp  of  «a  inotioil  ftlr 
leave  «>  bdng  in  a  Bill  for  incrieafiDg  the  ri^tp.qf  0lWw0^  to 
jimkeepers  an^  others  oa  wbomToIdiers  are  iquarteiccl /. .  e. 

The  ordct  of  the  day  on  tht  report  of.  |heCoqw'Mtcof,of,  Ft- 
aance  was  drferrcd  to  that  day  fortnight.  ^     .      ! 

Th«^t>rd6r  of  the  daj  on  the*  Bill  for  Un^itin^  ^thentivter 
mf  boti(tajHs  Iti  ^^  ptibtic  offices,  was  ideferrcd  to,  Tbw (day  iicse« 

Tb^^'JViUftia  Clothing  Bilf  was  deferral  i^  Vf^edi^<iay»«  ts  ^ 
alio  ^Sfifmb^ttees  .of  Ways!,W  M^^h  ^  ^k'wh'^^^^ 
jwirtf^':;  ^'  •"  •  •  ,      _  .      ,,  ,.  .. ,.,  ....    . 


%..'.  *ttJEsOAy,  March  1^.   '"  ■/.  .  -,  \. 

COMMITTER,  OF   PRIVU.KWB. 

The  Hotife  having  refolt^  itfeif  into  a  Coolhiittree  tuf  Pri^ 
Vilcgcs,  Lori  Watfingham  in  thrChair»  A^  confidenitidh  of 
Ac  cafe  of  Thomas  StaplctoH)  of  Carlton,  ih  the  "tdutity  of ' 
York»  Efq.  as  claimant  of  Ae  Barony  of  Beaumont,  vi^as  xcr 
famed.  .    -    :       •    ;     % 

ThtLwd Chancellor^  \n  an  able,  perfpicuotis,  ^nd  com- 
]^reheniive  fpeech,  detailed  the  leading  featun»'af  Ac  cafe,' 
as  ftated  by  the  petitioner,  and  as  cftablifhied  by  tl)c  evidence, 
adduced  to  fupport  the  petitioner's  claim.  To-ftibmit  to  Acir 
Lordftips  a  dearer  view  of  Ae  merits,  ho  entifed  into  a  j&jc- 
cindk  4^tailof  the  hiftory  of  the  peerage  of  Bea<Ti>rfdnt,  tratihg 
it  fioni' Henry  de  Beaumont^  fmnmoned  to  P^rliiimeht  as  Ba* 
ron  Beaumpnr,  in  the  fecond,  Aird}  fburA,  twclftb,  and 
"m  fevcral  0ther  years  of  Edward  the  fecond,  m  Aef  CxA  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  as  Earl  ofBOThan  fin  the  twelfth, 
and  fcveral  other  years  of  the  £ttne  kmg,  cfowti  txJ  Jofen,  Baron 
Beaumon^,  fummoned  by  writ  in  the  ekvenA,  'md  fc^enit 
oAcr  years  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  created  Vifcount  br  patciitr 
in  the  eighteenth  of  Ac  famc'kikig,  and  flain  at  Ac-  ijattle  or 
Northampton, :  in  the  Airty-o^hth  year  of  Henr^'thc  Six A*s 
reign.  *  His  liord(hip  Med,  that  Henry  Ae  ddeft  Ton  of  Ae 
faid  John' Vifcount  Braumootv^diiedin  «442,  iti  his  fat^iei*^ 
life  timet  leaving  no  \%t,,  \  That  Willidnfi  A^  ftconff  fort  ^ 
the  faid  John  fucceedcjisw  yif<kmntind:BailonBektiittont,  and 
was  attainted  in'Parliaro^nVJit:ihc^rflrof  Et^^i^'AcFbtirthV 
but  was  x^fto^ed  to  his  honours  by  Ad  of  i^rlifthciehtp  iA  A^ ' 
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firft  yetir  of  tlie  fame  feign,  and  was  fummoncd  as  Vifcount 
Beaumont  in^thc  fame  year,  an  J  tliat  Thomas  Sraplcton,  Efq. 
the  petitioner,  had  {proved  himfelf  tobc  the  eldell  furviving  fon  * 
slnd  <?o-ti€ir<if  Hcriry  de  Beaomont,  as  fole  heir  of  Joan,  Lady 
Stapleton,  cldcfl'd^tijghrerof  Joan,  Lady  Lovcll,  only  daugh- 
tfeJ-  of  Jolin,  dhd'flfVer  of  William,  Vifcounts  Beaumont.  The 
peer?.<:e  therefore  of  Beaumont  h's  Lordlhip  ftated  to  have  beert 
cftahlWhed  as  hiving  a  ctedr,  legal  exifteoce,  but  that  it  was 
ih  abeyance.  His  Cordfhip  referred' to  the  areunaertts  of  Mr. 
Attcfrney  General,  held  at  the  Bar,  in  behalfof  the  Crown, v 
and  took  notictttsf  the  legal  cfFeft  of  the  attainder  of  William 
Vifcount  and  Baron  Beaumont,  (though  afterwards  reftored 
to  his  hoilours)  upon  the  petitioner's  daim,  fcfpeiling  which- 
he  hintbd  that  he  had  entertained  an  idea  of  taking  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges,  but  gave  up  that  upon  the  confiderilcioii  that  it 
liy  with  their  Lord/hips  exclufively  to  decide  upon  all  points 
relating  to  honours  rfnd  dignities.  After  having  elucidated 
every  part  of  the  caf<i,  a$  well  as  ftated  the  way  in  Which  pre- 
cedents went,  where  an  attainder  had  for  a  tirtie  been  l\ifpend- 
cd,  and  aften^ards  rcflored  i  his  Lordfhlp  concluded  with  mov-  * 
ing: 

I.  That  the  Barony  of  Beaumont  was  Vefted  in  William 
Vifcount.  Beaumont  by  defcent  from  his  father  John  Lord 
Beaumont,  ,wlio  was  fummoned  to,  and  fat  in  rarliament, 
I  ith.  Henry  Sixth,  as  a  Barony  in  Fee. 

II.  That  the  faid  Barony  remains  in  aheyanee  between  the 
Co-heirs  of  the  faid  William,  defcended  from  his  filler  Joan. 

III.  That  the  petitioner  ii  one  of  thefc  co-heirs.    The  faid  . 
rtfolutions  were  ordered  trt  he  reported  to  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Hay  ( Earl  of  KinnoutJ  rofe,  not,  he  faid,  to  contro* 
vert  the  obfcrvation of  the  iioble  and  very  learned  Lord,  but* 
chWfly  to  cl^Ierve,  diat  he  protefled  agaihft  a  dodrine  ad- 
vanccrf  by  the  Attorney  General  at  the  tf ar,  who,  no  doubt, 
Was  aduated  by  the  .mod  honourable  and  pure'  moiives  in  main- 
taining it,  which  (as  it  appeared  to  his  Lordfhip)  went  to 
eftabliili  the  poiition,  t4iat  one  perfen  fliould  fu^er  for  the 
guilt  of  another,  and.  fliotlM  eveuiually  fee)  the  ill  efFe£ls  of  a 
'  condu6l  which  he  could  not  poflibly  prevent.  His  Lr^rdlhip. 
dwelt  on  this  idea  with  confiderahfo  tof(5e  aud  feeling:  and  il- 
laftrated  his  argumeat^  by  fooie  \>arttCular  cafes,  that  tnigbt. 
poffibly  arife»  in  w4uch  ,the  Cruelty  ami  Injuftice  of  fucH  a  doc- 
tririe  were  clearly  .ii)a»ile(H  Among  ethers  ht  put  tlie  cafe  of 
Lord  Adara  Gocdoa  apd  himfelf  being  co-heirs ,  ind-  that 
Lord  Adam  afilfled  in  fuppreiCng  a  rebellion,  in  which  he 
(Lord  Kinnoul)   might  have  been  a  leader.     He  would  a(k « 

VoL.lL  1798.  L^  their 
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tbdr  Lordihips  whether^  on  that  Kooupd  Jjc^td  Adam  Gor- 
don,  Ihoiild  be  precluded  from  tbofe  ^^jghu  to  wbiqH  he  would 
oth^rwife  fwve  been  cntiried  ?  .  H«  Qifer<i  tbcfe  obfcrva^ioni, 
h^  fatd,  purely  from  tlieioipulte  of  an  honofir  ipsndi  and  as  an 
independent  Peer  of  FarUamcnt.  ,    .      : 

The  JOvie  of  Hwfotk  faid,  he  acqyiefccd  in  much  of  what 
&Ii£roit)  tiie  noUe  Earl;  hii^  thsit  in  tbecourfeof  his  argu- 
ment>  he  drought  the  point  was  ftiaiacd  by  him  a  liule  too- 
fair..  .His  Grace.  Caid*»  that  that  was  not  tlic  time  when  it  was 
pri^fMBr  toidtfeois  the  equity  of  die  law  of  England*  But  from 
thc.iirft eftablifisoient  of  thofe  laws,  he  always  underflood  that 
an  s^tatnder^.  on  convii^ion  of  trealbn;  forfeited  all  rights  and 
claims*  )iJ/hich  the  inheritor  of  fuoh  perfon.  migfu  oiherwife 
fe  authoijfrcl  to  purfue.  His  GraCe  was  proceeditig  io  iliui- 
tcatd  lihltS;  pofttbti  when  he  flopped*  and  acknowledging  him- 
felf  nor  to  be  pciTe£lly  prepared,  faid  he  fliould  not  at  that 
trme  trouble  their  Lord(hips  further  o|t  the  fubje^t 

X<Mid  'Kinn9¥l  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation.. 

The  i^rd  Chancellor  faid,  be  was  liDppy  to  find  that  the  {en- 
timedts  uf  the  noble  EAike,  on  this  occafion,  corr^fpo|Kled* 
with  his  own.  Undoubtedly  the  liw  of  England,  whether 
wifirly  or  nor,'  it  was  not  his  prefent  purpofir  to  argue^  had 
withdrawn -the  favours  of  the  Crown  from  tlic  cjefccndants  o{ 
perfons  attainted  ;  and  this,  perhaps,  was  no  flight  check  and' 
guard  upon  the  aflions  of  men  of  title  and  confeqUeiKe.  He 
meant  not  to  go  farther  intt). the  fubjeft,  but  h^  (hould  d^ink 
himfclf  deftcient  in  the  duty  which' he  owqd  tohisftation  'M\i: 
hjs  character  as.  a  Peer,  if  be  had  pot  mad&:t)iofe  obfervatioiis. 
Thefc  circgmftanccs,  however,  be  faid,.  were  not  involved  in- 
the  fuhjedt  before  them,  and  he  concluded  with  perQfiing;  \xr 
tfadrrefolutions'hc  propofed. 

.  Thefe  refolutions  were  afierted  and  agreed  to  ncm^.dl^f, 
and,  ordered  to  be  prefented-to  his  Majcfty  by  the  tords  with 
whiter  (laves  :  and  after  forwarding  the  Bills  before  theiu  in 
t^^ic  fejN^Fal^  ftdgcs,  the  Houfe  adjouri>pd  till  the  next  da^. 
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^  ^tfi'itfiam  SSrMt '  ni6ved  fbr  leafte  to  bringj  hia'Biirfsr.  dt*^ 
diWhgfthe  vaf4k)ky«^  the  oriterof  the  GodncH  ^f  the  6th  of 
Auguft  i7^4i  aivd  ftk- -eniatging  the  t^itoe  of  appea^n^  itv 
Pn«6  Caufe«,  ti^nd <)r  [^ifrmteting  appeals'  tii9d^  fuob  |oiix:Uin. 
ftances  as  his  Majefty  ihuM  deem*  cM^di^c;    Lea^^e'grarttGc); 

Mr. 
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1Ar.WSetf9i'i€  give  notice,  that  be  wrould  on  Wcdriefday 
fc'nritftht  make  a  fnotion  reUtive  to  t  buiioefs  whkh  had  al- 
TCtdy  been  frequentiv  before  the  Houfty  -(the  Slave  Trade.) 

Mr.  J^othotf/i  (aid,  that  fome  time  ^o  he  had  the  hoooi^ 
of  moving,  That  an  account  be  \M  beibrd  the  Hcwfcv  of  the 
amount  of  l?he  value  6f  arl)  Britifhj  ahd^oreign  inerchandiee, 
exported  and  imported  on  the  fkkh  of  Jaooary  1797*  on  f he 
fifth  of  Jttly  1797,  and  on  the  iifth  of  January  1708,'.  the  pa*, 
pcrsalloded  to  were  promifed  to  belaid  on  the  tabib  inla  fevir 
days  ;-  but  91%  pei:uring  tliem,  he  fbund.them  altogether tii|6i** 
tis&Aory,  -as  they  omitted  the  ha^f  year,  an  aocurave  a^odOAic 
«f  which  he  detiiaet)  the  vntA  ifn^omailt;  neither  did  ihoytntu 
merate  any  partkiilar  article^  iHst  purported  only  to  bean  ac* 
xx>unt  of  impom  and  experts  in  general.  Hc  thcrcferefcKintl 
•hi !i)felf  under  the  f^eccSty  of  renewing  his  motion^  ,vrhith;fao. 
'repeated  as  above-  .    •     '.:     l.. 

Mr.  Ro/e  faid,  that  he  had  never  escpreCed  any  n^u6tanco 
to  producing  ihefe  accounts,  but  only  rcqucfted  thiit  bhjt^  ha- 
•aourahle  Gentleman  would  poftpone  his  motion  till  afi  tbdao 
iroants  of  tlie  year  relative  to  that  fubjeft  (hould  be'  iiia<le  up* 
The  Houfe  requ'ntid  In  general  only  yearly  accounts  to  he  pn^- 
ftntcd,  but  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  any  curiofiry  to 
infpe^t  more  |>articalar  accoonrs,  he  (hould  ha^ve  noobje^ioni 
to  produce  them.  • 

Mr:  Htbhoufe  faid%  he  felt  that  cufiofity. 
The  QyanceHor  ofibe  Exchequer  (M^  that  hc  had  no  ohjec* 
»on  to  gratifying  the  honourable  Gencleman*s  curiofity-j  on 
■the  contrary,  he  was  gi&d  that  the  actouots  fiiould  be  produced^ 
as  they  wonld  imptirt  information  refpcSing  th^  ftate  of  our 
trade,  which  he  doubted  not  but  the  honourable  Genileraaa 
would  find  extremely  fatisfaAory. 

Mr.  Htihiufe  then  moved,  that  thf?re  be  laid  before  tlie 
Houfe  an  accouiu  of  the  value  of  Briiifh  and  foreign  merchan- 
dize imported  and  exported,  |ip  to '  the  half  years  ending  the 
iifih  January,  ^797,  the  fifth  July,  1797,  and  the  fifth  Ja* 
jtuary,  1798,  diAmgak(h'mg  Atch  articles  as  ejcoeeded  in  value 
lOfOOol.-.-OrdeDcd'.       '        .  j    ;    »       • 

The  ChanciBor  ofibe  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  it  be  aa 
4n(liii6tion  to  the  Comtnitcee  to.whtefa  Ibe  petitions  of  the  clock 
and  watchdvafeers  h^d  be^f^  ireferreid, .  llwt  they  do  confide  of 
<hc  feveral  dutie3'nQ)V.*  payable  oi»  iajisibited  houf^s,.  o^  winr 
^ow-lights,  horfesiwAiAiahiiCVandfy,  andwdogs.i   n  / 

The  Commil$oe»(9n.  tlia.BiU  for  abojiftingcer.taiaoSic^ifl 
die  CtfUams.  tf  as  p^ponei  till  that  d^y  fe'iiaijbL  .     .  :    .    ^ 

h  %  .  The 
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The  Bill  for  augmenting  certain  rates  allowed  to  innkeepers 
and  others  on  whoa>  foIcHfrs  are  (juartercd,  was  read  a  ftrf^ 
tittle.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORbs. 
^     .  Wedn^^day,  March  14. 

•   Forwarded  the  Bilk  »on  the' table  So  dieir  rerpo^ive  (iages. 
Adjourned. 

•  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  .     ,  WEDNESDAY,  March  14. 

•    t      '  UIJTY    ON    CLDCXS    AND    WATCHES. 

Tht  Chancelhr  of  ihe  Exchequer  (2\i^    that  he  thonght  it  ad- 
VlWMe  tb  dfcfer  to  Friday  next,  the  detail  of  the  fubjeSt  which 
ftood  for  this  day's  difcuflion',  bccaufe  itwa?  lieceflkry  to  have  a 
little  mofe  rime  to  clafs  and  arrange  the  hcadtcf  the' plan  he  had 
in  conteftiplation.     He  Should  for  the  prefent  confine  hirofelf 
to  the  firaple  vote  of  a  repeal  of  the  duty  oq  cbeks^  watches 
and  tirte-pi'^ces.    He  iboutd,  however,  Asfte  in  poilingf  that 
h^  ftiould  propofe  fome  augmentation  of'  the'  duties  ndw  im- 
pof&A  on  the  various  articles  of  inhabited  houfes,  window  lights, 
horfcs  and  carriages,  fcrvants;  horfes  ufed  h  hufcandry,  and 
dogs ;  that  augmentation  would  iierhaps'  amount  to  one  fe- 
venth  or  eighth  part  of  the  prefent  duty,  fo  as  to  amount  to 
the  fura  of  200,ooot.  the  ambunt  of  the  eftimated  produce  of 
the  watch  and  clock  dury.     He  diduld  alfo'obferve  that  he  in- 
tended to  propofe  a  confoHddtion  of  the  A(rc;flcd -Taxes,  indc 
pendent  qf  the  augmentation  which  he  had  to  propofe,  and  bj 
which  the  revenue  might  be  a  little,  but  not  much  increafcd. 
He  wiflied  Gentlemen  might  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
refolutions  he  ftiould  have  to  propofe.    The  chief  reafon  why 
he  could  not  detail  them  then  was,  diat  the  various  rates  of 
duty  on  windows,  according  to  their  number,  was  of  rather  a 
complicated  nature,  the  whole  of  which  he  lliould  be  pre- 
Jwiredforon  Friday.     He  therefore  fhould  now  only  propofe 
the  repeal  of  the  Watch  alid  Clock  Duty^  and  move  after- 
'Mraj'd^  that  the  Chairrhan  da  report  progrefij,  aiSd  alk  leave  to 
fit  ti^in.*  He  then  moved  tTiat  theSpeaker  dbnoUr  leave  the 
chair.  *' 

-^  The  Houfe  thenrefdvcd  itfelf  into  a  Con^mittcc  of  the 
vhofc  Houfe.  - '  c   . 

•  Vht  ehanceihft)f^he^ Exchequer 'fM,'^2V9st<\ji3j€dt.  then 
I'cferrfcdto  th<;' -Committee,    was'  a  Tax  trpbn  clocks  and 
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«fatd>es«  This  tatx  ia  its  t^tOi  was  ib  different  from  what  had 
faees) ,  forcfemi,  prefEtd  to  hi^avity  an  a  very  ufeful,  ingenious, 
induftrious  ami  valuable  clafs  of  tnen,  tliax  however  large  the 
fbm  was  which  \\  might  produce,  even  in  ihefe  times,  am! 
however  general  the  concurrence  was  with  which  if  wa  re» 
ceivcii,  yet  upon  a  difpbRionatc  enquiry  and  candid  examina- 
tion of  evidence,  it  wouid  appefaV  jtift  dnd  rcaionablc  that  this 
(iniho'uld^ifi  ivpealedo^ndioilieoclverdaty  impofed  to' replace 
its  amount.  He  had  already  given  notice  oJF  the  ly^rides  \\t  had 
ll'leAed  for  that  purpofe  -He  (hould  now  content  himfelf 
with  moving  a  lefioilotion  for  the  rcpcol  of  the  duty  on  clocks 
(ind  watches.  But  to  prevent  mifapprebenfion,.  he  thought  it 
neceffary  to  oWerve,  tliat  he  intended  the  lepcal  t6  apply  folc- 
ly  to  clocks,  u^atchc^  ami  ^ii^^- pie<?e«,  aftd  that  the  s:efo!ution 
Wasco  hnfd  na  e&£t  whatever  upon  the  fcafe' oCrCTftrflment 
taken  as  a  criterion'  oi  ahilitv  to  pay  tile  additional )af[i}flinent 
which  was  lately /tmpofitd.  He  was  not  now  grnng  to  jSirgue 
upon  the  propriety  of  that  aflcflhicnty  op^oemer  inro.  any  dif* 
cuifion  upon  its  principle;  he  only  wi (bed  that  Genilemcn 
might  be  a  ware  that  this  did  uo^  zSfs&  the  aflTeirmcnc  or  the 
li:ale  of^contribotion  adopted  in  .tbe  late  a£i.  Ho  iten  nK}ved, 
^batjtis  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  thai  the  duties  on 
clocks,  and  watches,  and  Time- keepers  grained  in- the  laft 
fellion  of  Parlianient,  doceafeand*  determ»ne.-*-Carricd* 

Progrcfs  was  theit  reported^  and  l,lie  report  of  tl^  CcMDinittee 
was  ordered  to  he  received  tlie  next  day. 

A  meflTage'ftom  the  Locds  informed  the  Houfo  thai  0etr 
liordlbip^  had  agreed  to  feveral  Bills. 

The  oth/df  tirtlers  of  tlic  dny  vwre  deferred. — Adjpi^ra^d^ 


-     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  March  15.  . 

Sir  ff^elll^n^  Scptt  brought  in  a  Bill  for  declaring  the  validity 
^ihih  MajeAy*s  order  in  council  of  the  6th  of  Auguft,  I794i 
relative  to  appeals  and  for  enlarging  tlie  ttme  ofprefentin^ 
|hem>  2ipc.Tr;^cadafirft,time,  and  ordered  tq  b^  T^Bj^^fecond 
time  00  Tviciday  next)  ond  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  H^hafi.  brought  up  the^report  of  theCofi^mitt^c^pn  the 
Watch  i>uty  Repeal  BiiU  which  was  read  aiid  agreed  to. 

The  |5«11  for.reducing  the  number  of  holidays  m  fevcfal  pubr 
pffices,  and  iinforcing  the  perfonal  attendance  of  ccx^in  officers, 
&c.  pafied  .  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hou^  ^i^d  rieveral 
^la/aUu  n^ce  brought  pp  by  Mr.  Rofe,  andagreefi  to;  thjp 
t>rincipal>^e$  vfvi^  that  of  ^ref^rvipg  cettain  day«^  holidays. 


fuch  as  Sanday,  Good  Friday,  Chrtftmas-Day,  Aih-Wcd- 
iiefday,  ihc  Jlefto^aliaa  of  Kic^  Charles  the  Second  ;  the 
JKing's,  and  Queen's,  and  Prince  of  Wijcs^  birth-day.  And 
alfo  to  cnmmer  the  CommiAoncrs,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Tmafory,  teWgulatfrthe  hours  of  atttnitance 
of oflSoBTf  ia  (uch  manner  as^tliefii <haH  (ttm proper ^ th« 
differe»t  p9rts»  ^i^cirsun^ncesmay  W^uitt,  due  ter«rd.be|iijr 
always  had  to  the  moft  convenient  modcofcolMling  th^  re* 
venue*  Andalib  to  make  an  aUo\«»afiicc,  hf^j  ofasnvpen* 
/anicm,  to  iocbx^ffieers  as  may  be-<:oinpclkd  td  grve  addkldn^l 
attendance^  Andlaftly,  tiotraewend  the  ptwifion*  of  the 
Bill  as  far  as  it  compels  petfonal  attendance,  to  any  officer  i;yha 
is  anthonfiodto  execute  the  duties  of  bi3^office  fey  deptityi 
Theircpoii  was  ordered  to  be  received  the:  next  day.  ' 
Colonel  I^rUt  aflced  the  Mfftifter.  when'th6  account 
which  hfld^facm  fome  time  promifed,  fhewtng^ the  manner  in 
whidi  moneys  voted  for  the  fc^rvice  of  1797,  commonly  caHoU 
the  Difpofitioh  f  aper,  would  be  laid  before  the  Hbwfc  ?  H^ 
was  afniEwered  the  next  day. 

The  But  for  incrcafing  the  rate  of  fubfiflcnce  te  tnntcepef* 
and  others*  on  whom  fddi^ew  may  be  qaartered,  paffcd  the 
Committee;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  neni 
<iay*--^Adjounied* 

HOUSE  OF  tORDS. 

FRIDAY,  Mar^b  16. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  thanked  their  Lordfliips  fop.  permfti. 
ting  him  to  have  his  intended  motion- put  off  fo  often,  and  now 
Tofc  to  obfcrve,  that  as  he  had  underftood  from  his  Maiefty's 
Secretary  of  State,  tliat  ThurWayor  Friday  next  would  he  a 
<onvenicnt  day,  he  fhould  move  that  the  prefent  order  be  dif- 
charged,  and  a  new  order  made  for  Thttrfday.  This  was  a 
«notion  by  which  Ivs  did  not  cxpeS  to  benefit  the  country  ,  he 
}iad  givea  notice  of  it  aiore  in  compliance  w'ith  the  wiihes  of 
h:«  friends,  than  any  hopes  of  his  own^  that  motions  of  diis 
fort  could  perfuade  Mmifters  to  quit  places  they  had  dlfL^raced* 
and  a  helm  which  they  had  guided  only  to  (hipwrcck  the  peo- 
|>le  5%nd  overwhelm  the  country.  As  their  Lordftips  had  been 
already  fomdulgpnt,  he  hoped,  he  Ciid,  that,  if  after  cbnfnh-, 
iHig^with  Ws  fiicnds,  a  farther  delay  ftoold  be  deemed  nccef- 
iary,  they  would  grant it«   .  ^  . 

-  The  Lords  were  fummoned  for  Thurfday  rwxt. 
The  Bills  on  the  taW©  being  forwarded  10  their  ita^cs,  the 
^ioorfeadjoprncdtdlTucfday.  * 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tlieatnendmcntsof  thebiUfor  encreafifig  the  rate  offub-' 
dfience  CO  tiinli^epcrs.  9nd  others^  tin  whom  foMiers  may  be 
quartered,  were  pead  and  agreed  ,to»  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
fo  be  inerofiRrd. 

Sir  Oiorltk  B^ntury  gfive  notice^  that  lie  tmild  o»  Tuefday 
or  WedneClay  next,  make  the>  aKrtion  of  which  be  had  iboip 
time  :^o,  g'wcfi  nofice  relative  to  riic  duty  on  taxed  cails  im- 
ppfaf  by;the  35th  of  his  prefent  Majcfty. 

Th^ChancellwpftlHExchnptiBr  laid,  he  was.ukiAnr  tfaene- 
ceffity  of  defef ring  until  Monday  the  detail  in  a  Coipinittee  of 
the  refolutioQS  upon  taxe^  in  lieu  of  the  watch  tax.  The  refo- 
lutions  were  as  numerous  as  thofe  of  the  kft  window  duties^ 
and  as  they  w;cre  to  be  on  the  fame  fcale,  it  required  further 
^cne  to  prepare  them,  for  they  were  of  a  complicaecd  nature^ 
and  progrefl&ve  in  their  advancement  according  to  the  number 
of  windows.  Be  faid,  that  he  trufted  the  honourable  Baronet 
vould  not  think  it  nece0ary  to  bring  forward  his  motion  after 
^.had  fubmitted  the  detail  of  bis  plan  of  taxes  in  lieu  of  the 
watch  and  clock  duties ;  however,  if  the  honocrable  Baionct 
bid  anyfpecific  propofition*  to  bring  forward,,  he  hoped  he 
would  now  (late  the  outline  of  it. 

Sir  Charlis  Bunbury  fai<i,  he  (bould  not  propofe  any  mea- 
Aire,  if  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  meant  to  move  for 
lave  to  amend  theatSl  refpefling  taxed  carts. 

The  Chancellor  of .  the  Ejubequer  faidy  he  meant  to  propofe 
alterations  to  a  certain  extent;  if  that  fbould  not  tnest  the 
kieas  of  the  honourable  BUronet,  he  might  of  courfe  take  any 
opportoaicy  of  fubmitttng  what  he  thoug^ht  fit ;  at  the  fame- 
timet  he  could  not  help  obfcrving,  that  as  this  was  a  fubje£i 
which  related  to  the  general  ijoeflion  of  revenue,  it  ought  not 
lobe  decided  by  local  confidera^ions.  Whatever  could  be  done 
in  a  general  way  tp  prevent  any  hard  cafe,  he  had  no  objc(51ion 
to,  but  he  tn»(led  tl)e  Houiir  would  not  aflent  to  any  mcafurc 
diat  ha4  not  a  general  xandeticy. 

The  rcporjF  of  tbe  Committee  on  Uie  bill  for  regu!aung  the 
mioiber  cf  holidays  in.  public  .offices,  Sec;  was  brought  op. 
The  aipenduxeots  .being  readland  agreed  to,  and  the  (joeftion 
being  pnt,  **  That  the  bill  be  engroflfed;" 

^\r  John^'mflmr  {i\A^  thiit.thisbili  was  of  great  impjrtance^ 
aUKl  he  tboMgjit  '^t  vi^oi^ld  be  right  to  *dcfer  it/' 

The  speaker  faid,  it  was  irrcguJairto  fuggeftany  idea  of  de- 
terring 
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fetring  the  bill  until  the  qi;^efti9a  ^as  citlijef  p)2t  fiar J^hp  fi^groff^     ^ 
incntfc.ocwUbdravn.  *     :  '  ^     .    -.j     ;  •,      ^ 

TiW  Chqiicellor  9/  the  £xfih^ffifrff^^df  jhat  if  the  lipnourable 
Baronet  tl^d*.5Uiy  thing,  to  ,>3|^  i?BW  ri^i^.^iU,..^  ,i^Hft  t>e  ,    .^ 

ever,  'the  lK)tpurabk;^Tyaet'V<^u|d.:fug^  l^'i^  idcq?  tb^^  .  ,^ 
and  the  reafoii^  why  he  zf!k^d.{(^f  defay.;  aud  if.  1^  4)f|g  ihe^fj^.  ;; •  t 
lj:ntm<3tipn  might  be,  wu^^  ;   ■  ;f,'i:L>V-i;y"^  "•  '  '  '- * 

Sir' Join  Sinclair  hid,  he  i:ctt^^  ;  . 

tncafcreof^grpat  imporianix, /Apropofed  th^  ^jjain  rip.u^.of 
attcncW»T'c^  fjj'b^'ld  ,l>e  fixed  by  thci  .Comrniflion^r^  .Jyfc,  cnlgr^    , 
tained  f9nj,c  4p^bts  refjiwiing^thc.prppricty  of,  giving.  si\\  uiiH-^   ^  , 
mited  power  to  the  CommiiSoners  of  the  'J^rcafpTy....^f  lie^re*    .  .^ 
liieniberfjd  righthr»  ;his.biJl  W;>s  brouglu  in  cofltracyinfflojc 
refpe'dii, '  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  .Cpmniijtce  of  f  ijaaji-C^.  ,^  Ho 
iviflicd  to  {biie  his  ideas  upon  the  report,  «id  t^c^efp^-wiftic^  ; 
that  this  motiop  Hioutd  be  delayed.  .  On  thf^b^grouncishe  not 
only  wilbcil  tliat  the  conGderation  of  tbefe amejt3«jc»^   ^ouli  • 
be  delayed,  hut  alfo  that  the  bill,  "with  the  amendments^     , » 
Ihouid  be  printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  grounds  ftatei 
by  the  honou rable  oarone t  for  oppofihg  th is  repott  were  the  mod 
extraordinary  he  had  ever  heard  fubmitted*    This  fubjcdl  had 
been  delayecl  from  time  to  time>  and  the  hofiourable  Bar^nefi  . 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  bringing  forward  any  obfervatxoris   . 
he  thotight  fit ;  but  he  had  fuffered  the  bill  to  i>e  proceeded  i.n* 
the  report  to  be  gone  through,   and  on  motion  for  tl^^  ingrotii-    ,   .^ 
raent  he  difcovcred  he  had  Tomething  of  importance  to  l!uggeft. 
He  objcfted  to  the  povger  given  by  this  bill  to  the  Lords  oTlhe 
Treafury  in  the  granting  of  holidays.    There  was  not  a  word, 
in  the  bill  that  tended  to  give  them  any  fuch  power,  they  were 
duly  empoWeYed  to  make  a  fuitable  allowance  to  certain  jperfons  ' 
by  way  of  compenfation  for  extraordinary  trouble  apdjabour.', , 
As  to  rac  number  ot  holidays,  he  believed  the  proViIions  of  the. " 
bill  were  conformable  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Committee  of  '    -/ 
Finance;  if  they  were  not,  the   honourable  Baronet  might     "' 
have  taken  notice  of  the  variation  in  the  Committee,  or  he.  .     * 
might  move  aan^  thing  in  that  particular  upon  tl^e  third' read-  * 
ing  of  the  bill. — He  was  ready  to  delay  this  meafure  for  any 
reafonable  time,   provided  there  ll/fas  any  hope  that  any  good 
ufe  cQuW.  be  made  of  }t ;  bwt  af  the  boi?ourablcJBvouct..^ad'  . 
niade^fo  littlp .u<^  of  his  delay  hitherto,  he  ^could.  noj  hc\yc  for    ,/• 
^ny  heoeijlij-oiu  furtber  dejay^     hie  was  fo  rcaiiyi^,  i|ffem  10    . 
a  (hort  ^Jc'^ijis  that  really,  without  meaning^  any  rh;«g  uncty if,  *    ^ 
he  fhQuU  havd  done  (b  of  courfc,  if  the  honouraMe.  Baronet  • 

had 
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had  not  affigncd  his  reafon^  for  delay^,  but  havhig  heard  thtfie^ 
reaibhs,  Ke  wis  bound  to.refift  the  at7plk»tion. 

.  Sir  y9bn  Sinclair  faid,  this  bill  had  .  been  Co  cfteh  detpy^, 
that  he*  did  not  knovrlttiefe  was  aiif  impropriety  in  afking  for 
fome  further  flhie  i  hor  did  fceknd«0f  when.it  was  ftrre  to  come 
om  He'  ftHlMt!tot^ht  Aat  thtf  r^ulatbn  of  tlie  holidays  .was 
not  jgree^ble  to  t*ii  fu)|geftion*  of  th^Comcpittee  ofTin^nce. 
He  oijd3tti  ilfiy  to  the  daufe  for  makifr^  compenfbtio'n  to  per* 
fons  for  extraordii\ary  labour,  vtnMsr  there  was  t»  be  fome  li« 
mit  fofliepbweroftHeCohirtiHBortersi  '  v  . 

TtiequeiliOfiWiis  I'heh  put,  thiirihc  motion  for  the  ingiiillt 
racnl  'bt  withdra^nv '  and  ticgaArtd ;  and  the  ^ucfViqn  for  the 
kigroflfment  put  and  carried ;  and  the  bill  ordered  tb  bie  read 
a  third  time  on  TttdHay  next. 

The  ordir  bf  tWe  daV  fbr  cbnfiderlng  the  taxes  In  Hcii  'of  tU 
watch'faxwi^dlefbttedtoMond^jr-  //  J 

The  Difpdfitlbrf  iPipcr  for  1797  was  laid  on  the  tab^  ah4 
00  the  motion  dnpofonel  Porter  was  ordered  to  be  pritite^df 

Deferrol  the  ortitt  orders  of  the  day. — Adjourned  to  J^oii-* 

ja6iJSE  OF  COMMONS. 
'  . .  J    .  MoNBAY^  Afikrch  19. 

fhe  Lord  Mayor  of  London  brought  up  a  report  of  a  Com*  . 
rtiittee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  thd  Aft  of  P^r* 
liament  of  the'^th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  prcfent  King,  for 
fer  preventing  fraud  in  the  admeauirement  of  coals  in  tfae  pot; 
<^London)  &c.t  ' 

The  report  being  read,  .  » 

The  Lord  Mapr  then  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to  {jring 
jYi  a  bin  to  continue  ilie  above  aft*  which  is  now  near  expir;  . 
ing. — Granted. 

The  Ziflfr^Mtfjr^rbroiightup'anotlier  report  of  a  Godimittfe, 
to  whom  is  was  leferred  to  condder  gf  the  hSt  of,  the  3d  of 
Janies  I.  for  the  n^very  of  fmail  debts»  and  for.theiipliefof 
liebtors  in  certain  cafes* 

The  report  being  read,  he  moved  for.  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  and amcndtbe  faidAdl.    Gr^ptcd.         '  7  < 

Mr.  6ry9n  E&vards  ttt^vei  tfcat  thcre-fboulil  be.  faiif'tcfofe 
the  Hoofe  aii  tceofantcf  the  coflfec  imported  into  rtifs  Country 
from  Jamaica  anid'firojn  the  Brtttfh  plantations,  the  fbrmei:  for 
fcven,  the  fetter  fbr.fiira years,  diflirrgwl'lhirti  each  yeat;  *" '  ^     ' 

Vet.  I}.- 1798-.  M  Mr. 
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fetring  the  bill  until  the  qqc{^i9a^a8clt]v;}-pptCprC^^^  > 

inent..,oc  withdrawn..  -  ■  ;/.    :.'.'.        '  •  .    -  '.     ':  \   :  -. 
Thc.Ci'qvcel/or^ of^  the  ^Afff^/r /ajd,  that  \f  the honourabie 
Baronet  h^d.yy  thing,  to  .^5g9.  i!»BW  thi^.rhjUfuit^?  i'^Hft>e  r  \ 
aWarc  h^  CO^iIfl  do  ip  a^  2wiy;/'uhfc(iu«/|J  ftage, .%  j,ij9P^^hi9(f ^  .,. 
ever,  'the  n!o^apurab^.^aTyaet' would. ifugg^    j[i§  idcfj?;  thfr^^  ^,, 
and  the  feaij9D;s  why  he z^ii,i(^ 4^y.i  '^  if  ^^  4Wi  *Jy^i*??fil 

Sir/fl*«  Sinclair  taid,  he  cer^lj.^d^dxoii^i^^r.tJbLi^^pil^ 
thcafatQ  pfjg:qat  iniportancc,rAprop9fed  th^^  pcj;*;^n  Jj(9,u^.p^'. 
attei\ct\rvcci  fl^.oulcl  .he  fipccj  by ^  tii^  Coii^miflion^rf ,.  .jy^j ^^^i, , 
tained  f9ii}^e  (fpubts  refj>edin£  thc,p^iopricty ,  of,  sWJtng^.^W  iwiH-^ 
mited  power  to  the  Commiffioners  of  tlic  '!frcal"jjiy.f.,J£ljeTc;^. 
InemN^rpd  jdjahthri  ;his  bill  w^s  br9Vight  in  coptwj^  (rcdc 
tefpe'di's, "  to  tne  fuggeftions  of  the  Popmtiittec  pi  fljfk^^  ^  Pp    . 
ivi/hed  to  (l^e  his  ideas  upon  the  report,  w(|^c;^^{9^.W(^e4  ; 
that  this  niotioD  fliould  be  delated.  .  On  tbisfc.wj^n^s^^e  not 
only  wirncil'tWtheconfiderationof  tjiefeameivwje^^^   jthould.  : 
be  delayed,  hut  alfo  that  the  bill,  ''with  the  amendments^     . 
ihould  be  prirvted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  grbunds  ftatect 
by  the  honourable  Baronet  for  oppoTihg  this  tcpott  Were  the  molt 
extraordinary  he  had  ever  heard  fi^bnutted,  .This  fubjedl  had 
been  delayed  from  time  to  tinjie,  and  the  honourable  Barpne^  , 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  bringing  forward  any  obfcrvations  '. 
he  thought  6t  i  but  he  had  fiiffered  the  bill  to  be  prpcecded  iju, 
the  report  to  bie  gone  through,   and  on  motion  for  tlje  ipgrofi- 
raent  he  difcovcred  he  had  fomething  of  importance  to  tiiggcft. 
He  objcfled  to  the  power  given  by  this  bill  totjic  Lor4s  of  the.  ' 
Treafury  in  the  granting  of  holidays.    There  was  not  a  word! 
in  the  biH  that  tended  to  give  theni  any  fuch  power,  they  were 
only  emt)aWeYed  to  make  a  fuitable  allowance  to  certain  perfons  * 
by  wav  of  compenfation  for  extraordinary  trouble  apd  Jabourf,  ^ 
As  to  the  number  of  holidays,  he  believed  the  provifions  of  the,  ' 
bill  were  conformable  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  CS)mmiUee  of  " 
Finance*;  if  they  were  not,  the   honourable  Baronet  might 
have  taken  notice  of  the  variation  in  the  Committee,  or  he... 
might  cfiove  atih^  thing  in*  that  particular  upon  tlK  thirdread-  * 
ing  of  the  bill. — He  was  ready  to  delay  this  mfe.ifure  for  any 
reafonable  time,   provided  there  WAS  any  hope  that  any  good 
ufe  cQpW  be  made  of  it  j  bwt a?  t.hc  bot)ourabk .  gifo*Kt,.tad\. 
made^fo  littlp^uj^  of  his  delay  hitlicrto,  he  ^^v^Jd,  noj  !k^)0  tor    •, 
any  h^BC<jC!lro»u.fiirtber  djcjay^     tjc  was  fo  rci<l^y j^  ;iffem..tb .;. 
a  (hort  <lc!ay^  that  really,  without  mcaain^^^ any  thlog  unciy if,-  ' 
hefhouU  hav^  done  ft)  of  cotirfc,   if  the  honoura^lc:  Baronet  .' 

.had 
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had  ndt  affigncd  his  reafonS  for  dela^,  but  havhig  heard  thtfie^ 
mkins^  he  wjibbunl  tOirefifttbeapprtQafion. 

Sir  y9lm  Sinclair  (M,  this  bill  had.  been  (b  often  delayed, 
that  he  dfd  ndt  IchovrltHcfe  wasahjr  iitoprdpriety  in  afking  for 
fomc  furthi?r  fl^e^  nor  did  fceknow  when  it  was  ftrre  tb  come 
oiu  Ffc  ftm^ithbt^ht  «at  the  regulation  of  tlie  holidays  was 
not  ^jeebWc  t<!>  t*i*  fu^igeftiont  of  theComipittee  ofTinJince. 
He  cmjei^d  ulfy  to  the  daufe  for  makiilg  compenfbtion  to  per* 
ions  for  extraDrdii\ary  labour,  unSefr  t!tcre  was  t»  be  Tome  li« 
mic  fo  fliie  powtir  HfWe  CotemHBdrters*  n  . 

TTit'qtieftjott^^WA  (hch  pot,  that  the  inotion  for  tfic  ingib|lt 
meat  ht  With^rai^tiv '  and  ncjg^vtd ;  and  the  duefVioin  for  the 
kigtt}lf(ni(nt  imt  and  carried  i  and  the  bHl  orclered  to  bb  (^;^d 
a  third  ttme  bnTtiefday  next. 

The  oMAt  itihe  daV  for  confidering  the  taites  In  Hp\i  'of  tl*^ 
iratch'faxwls'diiffcttedtoRfondiy.  '  ;, 

The  Ditpdfitlbrr  JPipcr  for  1797  was  laid  on  the  tablicj,  arid 
00  the  motion  oF^oJonel  Porter  was  ordered  to  be  prititt^d, 

Deferrdl  tlfc oAerotdch  of  the  day.— Adjourned  to.l^on-^ 
day.  .'-.'.''  .  • 

.        ^'!.ii6iJ5E  OF  COMMONS.  . 

i    -  ;i  "  MoNOAY^  'March  19* 

fhe  X^r^  Ataybr  of  London  brought  up  a  report  of  a  Com*  . 
ihittee  to  .whom  it  was  referred  to  conHder  of  the  Aft  of  Par- 
liament of  the  ith  year  df  the  reign  of  the  prcfcnt  King,  for 
fer  prevcnttftg  fraud  Jn  the  admeauirement  of  coals  it)  tbe  port 
of  London,  &c.r  '  -. 
The  report  beln^  read. 

The  t^d  Mayor  then  noovcd.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
jh  a  biW  to  coritoiuc  the  above  a6l,  which  is  noW  ncarcafpir- 
wg-— Granted. 

The  Z^^M^ypr  .brought  up'another  report  of  a  Coiftiuittfe, 
tt>  whom  is  was  lefcrred  to  confidcr  pf  the  Adt  of.  the  3Aof 
raaei  1.  for.  the  recovery  of  fmail  dcbts^  and  for  ihe,n^ief  o£ 
tutors  in  certain  cafes. 

The  report  heirig  read,  he  nioycd  for.  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  aiidamendtbe  faid  A£l.    Gcf^ntcd.  >       .         ,  , 

lit.  Srytm  EAvarditiHSrei  tfcat  thcre-flioiil'd  be.  laiif'tcfofe' 
Ac  Flobfe  4d  account  ef  the  coflfec  imported  into  ifhTs'Cov^ntty   ' 
^  Jatnaic^  and'^irofn  the  Brittfh  plantations,  the  (brmei:  for 
'cren,  the  feiterforfiva years,  diflirrgtiTlhing eath  year; '"-''' 

Vet.  II.'j79?.  M       •  '      Mr. 


Mr:  0ilitr/hrte  put  off  His  motion  on'  fte  Sla^e  TrActe^tb 
dm  day  fe*ftnTght.  >  *  ^  ^  *    :  .... 

^le  Conamineeof  iVVa^ffMi^Mran^  he  (bcjuUv  (late  iaafeu^ 
Words  %\^^gcnf^skUQr^n}qi^i  ffi^  fian  k^.mcanttq  pvopofe,  .tor 
fwpplyfihe  ^fficioKy  pr f^ic^ watchjtan.^  HU  obj»dk>wataix«r 
(gl^l^VftH  9<iid  augmematioii  of  the  x^tes  oUr  ii^l^t^tfcd  boofcst' 
on  tie  Jjp»J«5  ^ikfthc  »i>q»hcr  of  window^  lif  fomeenereafeof  d>f 
r9ri^:w^l;P«j^icdi upon  the  Ublc  of  the  aili^iled  tastes;,  fooHT 
ncv^}Rrr$^\$cments  were*  iptcndedi  th^  foalcwoaid'be  made 
more  re^olarV  foi^^  limiratioiis  would  be  ^dofite^t'  add  ptjp^ 
vjQcnii^jffaiJf/topfcvent  too  abrupt  a  rife,  ^  aim  t^  )[ci|iO¥e  as 
i|iif^'.,as  g9j9ibie  the  temptation  to  ftoppi^  up  of  windowra, 
l/(ifl>i^^/poo  great  a  rife  would  occafbii.  llie  fum  at;  pret^t 
iai%9  on  thh  clafc  was  1,359,000!.  un^  the  intended  tlterauciotv' 
a^Ly^ing  jn  different  dirgrees  to  the  articles  of  (avant^j .  hoifesy. 
aa4;  carriages,  dogs,  and  inhabiti^d  houfcs^  would  produce 
005^^.  •  It  MrouKl^be  evident  to  the  Houfe  that  the  pn^ef^ 
atera^ionSy  limiutionfi>-  e'EKFcafe,  &c  in  their  difieoent  ap- 
plication^ would  require  ar  great  detail:  of  Ktlbktions,  and  in* 
a  verbal  ftatem^nt  would  not.he  intelligible.  His  wifh  there- 
fore wasr  merely  to  move  thefe.  fefolutions  in  the  €oinmittee« 
and  move  that  they  ihould  be, printed' and  fiibipitted  tp  future 
difcufl|on.  The  refplutions  would  be  printed  and  deliveied^ 
with  the.  votes,  and  WQuld^bj^Tcady  toenablh  the  Hoa&to^n* 
Wr  infio  thfe  fubjefton  We4nefda5?ou  the  repent.  Pn>yitled  tlie 
general  fubftitute  was  dcemednot  improper  this  ijfquIU  be  more 
iatistaiiory  than  entbring  into  the  dtfcuffioti  on  a  mere  va^ 
ft;^teipent. 

.  Tlic  Houfe  then ,  went  int6  a  Conimittep,  Mr,  Hobart  i«i* 
the  chair,  when 

.  The  Chancelior  of  the  Exch€t)»€r  mov^d^  That  it  is  the.  opi- 
nion of  tliis  Committee  that  the  Several. duties  impofedoo  itv- 
habited  houfes  by  the  19th  of  the  King  do  now  ceafc  and^ikr* 
tefmine. 

^r  Ji4f  0^'^  Ridlcyr^k  toexprcfshis¥ei|yafi)v'lpusdefire  that 
-thejipodie  ofcolleaing  thofc  taxes,  qlpcc^Uy  on  that  truly 
ufe&la;id  meriroriou^  clafs  of  the  comimunity^  the  farmcr9» 
ihouW  by, fcwe  alteration  .i>r  ot}i^v  be  amm^f'  ?nd  mitigated — 
that  fjfpeciajly  on  their  horfcs  and  dogs  \%w  vcjtatious  and;Op- 
,t)ne{&ve  in  th<^  cJitrcmc,  Many,  cafes  oi  thefc  vf3^:^tiaus  prp- 
cccfdiogs  hid  come  under  his  own  cogiiizatv^e  ^s  a  Comipif^ 
iiqmr^  when- be tobjcrvcd  wifdv  regret  tjbajt.  aia^iy'  iiiduftrioas 
^  perfon^ 


perlbnftt^fjA  tigioi^  tb^  cbfi  of  huft^ndmen  h^(|  becatorn 
away  in  the  middle  of  winter  from  their  ufefol  occupjtiQOs  in 
order  to  anfwcr  charges  y^hich^^whcn  they  appeared  before 
4hc  Commiflioners,  4hcrc  was  no  cvulfence  adduced  to-fabOan- 
tflfc.  ^och  C3«rfefc?fl  and  wantori  petl'ecution  cooM  nbf  *  well 
jfihlof  ejtcking  IWi^liurs  anddifconteit^/and  iHilefi  fottie  «<i1i«? 
trifelilid'  fbtitenl'methdd  df  revyiii^^hbrefTa^es  was  devKedtliiA 
afc^crf,.  lie  #d>e!l  Vee  to  What  <?icfe^nt  this  tyranny  of'tht  «ax-^ 
j«ter^ri»  lhl>W>rt)Cc<'«i;  of  ti)  ifrhil  excefs  it  might  (Irivr  the 
.tftcftp«tciWa1\a  beftcWfjKiftct  claflESef  the  community.  The 
inifeondu^-'he  h^rc  aFlydcd  io  was  nc*  only  expertfeitctd  JItid 
.comj^laWie^'tf-'ici  Ae  qbunly  ?h  >iA^ich  life  rcfidefi,  't«il'  sa»'t^ 
milky  other  feB^iVflrJbfEhgTam!/  '        ,    .    ,i  ,. 

TTieC56tfir;ffi*'^>'  5/''/^ir*,tWi5r^/<rrfdld,  Aat  there*  wa^'ridfltintt 
in  the  rcfdiuttoh  pr6|iofe^ '  which  weighed  with  any  j^cuHir 
ancf  uhentaaPpitflvi^  on  tTrat  >altukhle"dafs  of  the  cbttSrtijinlty 
io  wliJcli  the  h^Hiiuhibfe  .Baronet  had  alluded.— TRcfhsf  CbUM 
iftno  paftlctJiir  Wiode  of  levylnj  taxes  appfted  to  afty  6t\t  dew 
frripllbft  of  nVdn  wilh6iit  deflibying  tfae.gener^  pl^  ofcolltfc- 
tron  whfch  hat!  long  been  In  praSice/Uind  ikrhich  e;({tericil<:e 
«provid  fcj  le  ihe  feafl  olijf  >I^ionah!e.  It  .was'  not  eafy  t6  con- 
cei^'e  that  Whfictif  any  v|c^  to  j;airt;,  or  any  allurement  of  Uii- 
^creft;  perlpfB-fo  einphyed  would  render  thcmfelves  thuj  gia- 
toltcfafly  odloirf  Ry  a  mere  love  of  vexation,  without  l!he  apr 
:peafar>ce  of  any  ttinptt^rion  that  could  counteraft  the  invidl- 
oofncfsbf  a'diljiofluon  fo  Oiigrackius.'  If,  however,  thdho- 
.nooraMe  ^Batoncr  could  '|x>int  obt  any  ppticuhr  inftarices  in 
which  officers  of  ilni  revenue  had  aClcd  in  the  mviner  defcnh- 
xd-^i^  moreover,  iheir  names  were  mentioned,  and  the  places 
where  they  b^d  excrcifed  ili'ts  vexatious  authority  fpectfieJ,  he 
would  tjicn  anfwcr  that  their  condu<St  (hould  he  enquired  into 
with  the  inoift  ponAuiri  exaflneft^  and  if  found  bbrncablc, 
Aep  ihould  be  removed,  or  puniiUied  with  that  rigour  whkii 
foch  cDndu3  mud  deferyecHy  incur. — He  faw  -for  the  prefcnt 
no  other  remedy  that  co«!d  be  effecSluaHy  appficd  but  fuch  qii 
ctfdaf  regtibtion. 

ill  Afai.  If^hite  Ridley  Tt^XxcA'aiXxA  fa  id, -that  he  could  not 
|»crend  to-'pbintout  any  cafe^,  hut  fuch  as  had  falfcn  t»nder 
his  own  C(:^Miz9nce.~Others  he  had  hirtted  at  merely  from 
fccar-fey.— ^He  mlgW  ho\yever  Cenfidently  reaflfert,  that  many 
induces  off  this  vexatious  difpoHtion  had  appeared  ort  the  part 
^  tie  ixdlcaihg  officers,  efpeciallv  with  rcfpccl  to  fufcharges, 
«j1  here  a  ftrong  ttmptatlon  w«slicld  out  to  them,  a^  hatfof 
»hit'  ^a$  got  hj  the  furcharge,  if  made  good,  fell  to  iheir 
ftac,  nor  did  <hey  incur  any  daitiages  if  tbey  chanced  noi  to 
M  ^  fiicceed. 


l4  WOOPFALL'S  PAliUAM!2WrARt  REPOUTS.         fe^koKi, 

.fcctftfcfl.  '  Farmers  werc^aHo  rnolcftcd  ffoftrtbcVr  iMt  knowing 
when  thp  (jurcharee^yas  to  take  place. — EiJ;bf«tn  months  often 
^la^f^cTDcWtcn  xtit  liirtharge  and  tviicn  they  bai  mounted  z, 
borfei^or  kept  a  dog  i  ah4  when  they  wferc'ealled  on,  if  they 
rcfttfed  to  take  the  datb,  they  were  therritoQVi^^ed^f  an  oft 
^nce,  which  they  knew,  Jn  their  confcieqcc  they  had  no? 
committed.  The  honourable  £taronet  alluded  to  many  other 
inftance;^  in  which »  the  fufex^ai^es,  without  being  founded  on 
evidence,  prefTed  with.^9(trefi[)e.)>ajd(bippn  farmers  and  otheu 

,  ^^'cjM^W^^*^         of  prohl  held  out  tp  the  colf(fe6loJ;s  of  tafxos,  \\ 
,  ppuHyg^^  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  be  very  fcr- 

♦V^Tft  Pfl^jyun^Vial,  in  performing  a  very  palnfvil  diikj^-  j  it^was, 
^lowpy^^,  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  tobrW  iira  BUI  to 
dcte^./^lj^,punilh  frauJ  in  the  conduft  of  tbJ5fc^J5|!C|^rited  to 
colfp0;  the  taj^es,  and  if  it  remedied  the  ev|l  cddDphVncd'  of  by 
the  h^iVounibie  Baronet,  it  would  aflbrd  bim  ^dditibh^ '  fatis^ 
fsH^ion  ;'be  b^d  at  the  fame  time  fome  reafpn'b  ap^rehendi 
that  ;^'much  blame  might  attach  to  thofe  wbo  improperly  ex* 
.  'cufcdthemfelves,  as  could  poffibly  refult  fiiani  any  nircnarges 
inade  by  the  coll^ing  officers.  '         .\  ' 

.,  The  H^efoli^tipn  was  then  nut  and  agreed  to,  ^nd  the  report 
pjf  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  be  receive^  next  diy^ 
'  The  Quarantine  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflEed. 

BAUK  USED  IN  TANNIKO. 

Mr.  25,  Jfytfcr  willed  to  call  the  attentlbii  of  the  Houfe  ta 
?i  fubjcft  which,  in  his  nimd,  w^s  of  very  gfcdt  Imporlaiice  ; 
and  that  fubjcfl  was  the  prefent  great  fcarcity  of  oak  bark  ufed 
in' the  tarinmg  of  leather.     Many  difficulties  bad  Ibr  a  length 
*  pf  time  occurred,  which  exceedingly  ob(Vru6fcd  pcrfons  em* 
i) joyed  in  th^t  branch  of  trade,  but  as  a  great  Quantity  of  ti air 
bcr  bad  b^en  cut  down  fince  the  commenccf)fient  6f  the  war, 
tliefe  difficulties  were  in  fome  meafure  renioveil^  and  the  tracle 
-^  was  enabled  to  go  on.     The  grand  de(ideratum,  thcirefore,  was 
"to  ^ifcover  fome  Tubftirpte  in  lieu  of  oak-barly,*  5\nd  this,    ac- 
coidin^  to  a  number  of  experiments  tlrat  had  recentlj^  been 
.  niade,  was  to  be  found  in  clni  bsrk«— it  was  nbt  then  hh  interir- 

'  tjpn  tqdwifll  6n  the  itrerltor  tetiden'cy  of  this'difcoverv.  Which 

'•iiv*i.'^^xiu-;«i^«:*J»ul-iLu  iL.iJt-ULj-  .'  ^-.T.i  ■ t-.___   **'^_'      «* 
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The  A&  v/«s  xhwTc^  by  the.  Qcrki  and  leave  wa?  given 

:  The  Coinmiltces  of  .Supply,  and  Ways  and. Means  were 
llcferrcd  till  .Wj^ducfelay*  and  ,;^ftejr^  rhe,  odicr  orders  of  dip  day 
hid  Ueb  dUpo6:4«if|  Uie  Houlu  ac^^rncj^     , . 


Heard  CQur\A"lon  the  claim  oC  William  Hamlltdtl,*  ^fij.  to 
thcBclhavcn  andSteiUon  Pccpge,  after  whlctf1t;ip|^iicd  that 
the  opening  of  the  cafe  yai,  more  exfenfive  fhari  t^jit  vrhich 
Was  printedt  aiid  as  it  was  contrary  to  the  ftandm?  OTdcr  of  the 
Houi^  to  tear  any  evidence  that  was  not  inferteo  ih  the  {>rint- 
fj  ftatement^  ;ly:  further  confideratidn  of  the  cliCxtti  Wis  dffflcrcd 
to  (land  ovcr/fo  atTwd  the  claimant  an  opportunity  of  reftat- 
4IIC  his'csifc  at)ij  ^meiiding  tSp  printed  account  of  his  j>cdigrce, 

JLord  i/(^//t?^/ moved  an  addrefs  lohisMajefty',  fhefuhrtancc 
of  whkh^  as  well  a*  we  were  able  to  colledk  it,  wa!;.  That  his 
AlajtftV  mii^lu  he  gracloufly  pleafed  to  give  dircftibns  for  lay- 
ing heror*  the  Houfe  fuch  parts  of  theconcfpondence  between 
}iis  Majc/lv  and  the  Court  of  Vienna  in  the  year  Vj<)^9  as 
would  tend  to  (liew  whether  or  hot  the  Court  of,  Viciina  at 
that  time  iufiOed  on  the  p^ScBon  of  Belgium  aa  ^j!iu  jua  non 
of  peace. ' 

Lord  Gron/iik  faid,  he  (houkl  be  happy  to  aflent  to  any  mo* 
tion  that  could  have  a  tendency  to  give  injforipation  to  their 
Z^ordfhips  on  any  part  of  the  conclude  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, when  that  could  be  done  with  regularity,  t)ut  here 
the  Houfe  muft  fee  it  was  d>f{iculty  indeed  he  mifirht  fay  it  was 
impoilibk,  to  comply  with  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  be- 
pufe  ia  whatever  terms  the  court  of  Vieoita  might  have  cor- 
re(p9ncled  with  his  Majefty  refpefting  the  pofldCon  of  Bel- 
grum,  either  in  1794.  or  at  any  other  period,  that  article  made 
only  pGirt^fy  And  might  refer  to  various  contingencies  in  the 
Gopr(^  of  CQirrefpofidences,  and  indeed  to  fo  many  poffible 
fvcrus^nil.pircumftanccs,  that  the  whole  corrcfpondence  be- 
tween the  ^urt^^uft  be  difcV^^d  t>efore'tl^c 'particular  part 
'which  the  r)pUe  lord's  rootfon  referred,  to  ,would/bc  intelli- 
,^b)e.^  ^  ^ti  151^  tiiprefore  be.  obviops  fp  jtbe  npble.torliKimfelf, 
tbat.ineithq'  .^nfiflently  Vith,  the  .^ood  foitl?  of , Sovereign 
lPoini^r«tof^^ffcds.cacb  ptber,  npr  under  any'vievVibf,pijplomatic 
prqpric»j» IW«I4  (ms Juotion ;be  complied  with. ,       \\  ./ 

The  quettion  was  then  put;  and  tlie  motion  w»  niij^tived. 

Received 


^6.  W009FALi-'S  PARLIAMfElJfTlVltY  REPORTS.  ^   £Coai»:f|m^ 

Received  from  the  Commons  the  Bill  for  increaQngthe  rate 

of  fubfiAence  to  be  ^OV^e^^i^ni^P^  w4  cithers  on  whom 

foldiers  may  be  quartered,  and  fcveral  other  Bills,  which  were 

'    Tcadafirfttim^.— Adj<njttte&.V^'  ^  '- 

TJ)i?  Kd^  Ca{|f9  4jppeaJi9ilLwas.rpad  a  fecq^d'time,'  and 

•ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tuefday.  .  v     .  • 

Th^  Repoi^t  of  the  .Comiaitt^e  for  .t2tkio|^  ini^o  c^fidenuioo 
theiirtreifi^iaxes^m^  ind'^or&rcd/to  be. 

taken  iiTyotbiifii4^^ktioh/     ^"-''^  »         •  ■    y-     •   "•    ^ 

K^tim'xm^^  the  tUira  t^ifmr  of  the  ^li&Vc'  Offices 

Hondir^ W!^V"| put/'    *  ?•    /  ;        ' ;,    .'^'^^    '     .    '" 

'  ISSr/j^^A' M^  oppoiFb  itj' and h^Vngrt^ited  the arf 

curaei^fr'^liicl)  he  on  9  former  evening  6ad  utge4  ag?»"ft  the 

Houfc  agt^ing  to  the  report  of  the  CoraWrtfee  on  the  Bill,    ^ 

ThevAai7rc//ar  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  fuggeftioYxs 
of  the  Committee  c({  Finance,  had.  all  been  mbft  caretulfy  at-» 
tended  to  in  the  formation  oif  tW  Bill,  and  Ke  did  not  ddiibt  but 
pttt  htixfsi  or&uM  acerue  from  its  opemtbtis;      .  * 

The  Bill  W%  nad  a  thicjilrtiaie,  flTfd  pafled/    V 

TheTanders'  Bill  was  read  t  firft  ti(iie,.ani(t  cfrdaied  to  te 
read  afecotidtimecbeiiexrday;     *  /•        . 

The  Aft  of  the  37th  of  the  King  jcommon]y  called  the 
Foe  Pkjdt  A<a,  being  read,   '   • 

Mr.  Dudby  Rydir  Aated,  that  ia  confeqi]en<:e  of  certain  »« 
ptefen^ions  which  had  h^en  made  by  peribmrtmverfant  with 
thQ  fabje&, he  wasof  opinion,  tWtl^c  ifiandof  Ttiniidad  wouU 
he  rendered  more  valuable  than  fX  prefent  itiis,  hy  a  (ree  port. 
He  therefore  moved  for  a  Committee  to  confidcr  of  the  fai^ 
AGt — Agreed  tp., 

A  Meflage  Was  brought  from  ihe  Lords,  Informing  the 
Uoufe  thtit  their  Lordfliips  had  a(;reed  to  a  private  BiIK 

Thcf  BiH  for.  alxjiiftiing  Ofiices  in  the  CnmUoms  wetft 
through  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Harrifon  wiAied  fome  method  fi)ouId  be  adopted  tp 
l^ublifli  the  names  of  thofe  put  on  the  fupcrannuated  lift  under 
thisBilJ,  as  publidry  wiAbe-hdceAry  to '^nie  it  elFcdt  and  to 
|)revent  frauds.        . .    ,  ,  ^ ;       .. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exche}pier:ippTOvtii  of  Mr.  Harritbn's 
4fca,  a^JfcWJlBaft  asa'j^<kifhl^'havinghad^^^  in  cohtempfatioo 
3ie  had  a^^laWc  to  o»t^  ntarFV  to  th^  iiiif pofc;     ^  ■ '  -H     ' 

'Bbc  Bill  was  reported.— AdjouineJ.       '     '^    -    * 

HOUSE 


HOUSE  O*^  COlVIMOl^S. 

lord  A^Htc  rofe  to  make  a  ^complain;  of  a  Paragraph  in  ir 
printed  Newrpapet^.  JitMtiile^  ih&cIvfMiimipQbronicle,  Mon- 
day! 19th  March  17981  hig^jr  rpde£Ung.«pbn  the  honour  of 
-thaHoufe.  *         '       V 

The  faid  Pai^g^aphwaj'fead.By  tfj*  ClerkVati'J  wa$  a» 
fellows:  '  '  *    \ 

^  "  ThcHoirfc  qf  tords  nixutf  now  be  adiirUtciJ  tc>  be  Highly 
important  as  a  political 'Aflembly,  notwUbftaiwUng  Jt  has  of 
late  appealed  to  he  iMthin^  more  dian  a  chamber  w,here  the 
"Mlniftcr^s  fidJ&s  are  regirieretf  for  forn/s  fake.  Soqi^  of  thcHT 
Lordfck».;ft(i. determined  to  vindicate  theit  hnportapeas  It  is 
there  that  the  dreflcs  of  the  Opera  Cbncers  arc  regelated ! 
Onepf'thcj  Jl^qwn  tmpcrors  recommended  to  tljc  Senate^ 
Mfhcii  they  wcTf  good  for. nothing  eltc,  to  difeufs  .^at  was 
the  beft.fau^e  for  a  turbot.  To  regdate  the  lengtlvpf  «  petti- 
coat is  a  m^h  moic  ^^iif//*/ employment''. 

Then  Wittiam  Probat  was  called  in  and  fWom»and  the. dad 
^aper  being  fhown.to  btm>,  aoquiainted  the  Houfe  that  he 
fought  KIm  ^id  Faptr  at  tftift  honfe  of  John  Xmnhert  andr 
Jamca  Perry,  No.  5^  Exeter  Stmet^  Scraod.  He  was  dired-« 
id  to.wkbdFaw, 

Then  Richard  Barry  was  called  in  and  fworn,  and  produce 
cd  ihe  Bond  entered  into  Sot  payment  of  the  duties  of  the  faid 
newfpa{ier»  ececirted  by  tlie  &id  John  Lambert  and  Jamoa 
Pesry^     He  wjls  direAcd  to  wiiJidraw. 

Rtff&lvcdy  That  the  Aid  Paper  It  a  gnCt  and  fcandaloua  Uhil  upon  thir 
Hoafey  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  thereof. 

Qrderrdi  That  the  Geatiemaa  Vthcr  of  the  Black  Rod,  attending  tliit  • 
Houitfy  do  fortliwith  attach  tlie  bodies  of  the  faid  John  Lambert  ird 
Jaincj  Perry,  and  bring  thtm  in  fafie  tiiAody  to  the  Sar  of  this  Houfe 
to-oaoiTOW,  to  anfwer  for  their  offence^r 


HOySE  or  GCMrfMONS.  .   ;     , 

,      y.    Wednesday,  A^tchz^^    .  ^ 

The  &fif^sN9r  V  '*^  Exclf€i^0r  rppjed  >hf;.ofdcif  j:>f,  tj^,  dajT 
for  the  Houfc  to  rcfplve  itWf  i^t^i*  Cjof^ff^iBfejpf/VVfaj^.snd 
Afeans  for  raifing  a-fupp]^,  .       :.v  lUi   .:: 

The 
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The  Houfc;  having  rcfolved  itfclf  accordingly^ 

The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  m(Mred  a  tefolotion.  That 
It  was  expedient  to  continue  bounties  to  the  Soudieni  Whaie 
Filhery«  as  fpccified  by  the  KBi  of  Parliament  of  the  35th  of 
the  prefent  King,  and  alfo  that  fonie  a'mendmcms  be  madft  iu 
the  (aid  ^. — Agreed  to. 

The  Report  was  received  immediately^  aod  lett^e  wn  civen 
to  bring  in  a3ili  in  purfuance  of  the  Refolation  of  the  Coiii>^ 
tninee. 

The  Chancellor'  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the  order  ofihe 
day  for  taking  into  coufideration  the  Report  on  tbe  fiibjcA  of 
the  Aflefled  Taxes,  which  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Huffiy  faid,  he  nioft  fubmit  to  the  Cfianceltor  of  the 
Exchequer,  whether^  coniidering  -vhat  pafled  in  the  Com^ 
mittee,  it  would  not  be  better  to  defer  the  further  confidetatioit 
of  this  matter  for  a  little  while. 

The  Refolutions  now  propofcd  to  be  confidcrccl  were  not 
read  over  in  the  Committee,  but  were  voted  as  of  courfe^  an4 
.  reported  as  of  courfe  alfo ;  this  he  did  iK>t  complain  of,  beeadfe 
really  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  on  the  fubje£t  of  finance 
were  now  become  fo  voluminous  that  it  was  impoffible  to  ad- 
here to  the  common  orders  of  tbe  Houfe,  He  had  the  paper 
on  which  the  fcale  of  alteration  of  the  AfleiTcd  Taxes  wsts 
))rinted.  He  had  endeavoured  to  underftand  it,  but  he  coq-» 
'fcfled  rte  was  unable  to  do  fo.  The  regular  way  Was,  to  con- 
fider  the  Refoluiion  which  gave  ground  for  thefe  calculation^ 
for  which  purpofe  he  applied  for  the  votes,  but  he  could  not 
have  them,  for  they  were  not  ready. — ^Now  having  only  oncfc 
heard  thefe  votes,  and  not  having  an  opportunity  to  read  and 
confidcr  them,  he  was  called  upon  to  ailent  to  or  difient  ffodi 
them.  He  owned  he  was  not  prepared  properly  to  do  either. 
He  tliought  that  each  Member  (bould  take  the  Reiblutiona, 
and  not  only  look  them  over  in  the  Houfe»  but  alfo  read  and 
perufe  them  at  home,  before  he  came  to  aflent  to,  or  diiCrtU 
from»  either  of  them :  For  this  reafon  he  owned  he  wiflied  tll^ 
matter  not  to  he  fettled  now. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  the  TOtes  wrtfc 
Hoi  delivered,  he  had  no  objedtion  to  poftponing  the  confide* 
ration  of  them ;  at  the  (ame  time  he  could  not  help  ohferviog^ 
that  the  table  containing  the  fcale  of  calculation,  and  the  rate 
of  progreffion,  conveyed  all  tbe  fenfe  of  the  reMution,  aiul 
that  it  was  better  to  have  the  matter  thus  upon  one  view,  tliail 
to  mix  the  quedion  of  rateable  proportion  with  the  wcrrds  df  ft«t 
venty  refolutions  in  their  nature  moredifficultof  comprebealioft 
Ibao  the  figures  thus  containinj^  the  fubftance  of  theov.    At 
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diefjne  time^  if  amy  oitiis  Memter  in  tte  Houfedeflred  it  to 
fal'p0ifp(NMdy  ho  fbouM  DC  ¥6fy  fvr  ifoill  pcntffing  in  going  on 
il  ibk  imMitiit.  He  wbaU  xMent^  ho#ev«¥,  that  if  atnf 
QMtmamhuA  wnfd^jtetUm^^ny  patt  df  the fcale,  pothuil 
fom  tiiTC  iiiiglic%e-fpat«d  by  ftidng  tfie  dhjeAiM  now,  ior 
It  Wa(  p6(Bble  h«  might  i«iiove  Tuch  obje6tion,  by  cxphdnin^ 
ikMMBlMmr  Ibe^te;  mtHOtt  if  Mired,  be  would:  do  ais  veff 
a»hewaiabie* 

Mr.  BmrAn  entered  opon  feveral  caleaUtions  to  dieW  that 

dwfcale  «»  fe^MMod  in  tkte  lower  ctifHss,  at  to  operate  very 

huiflkf^m  riiofe  an  Mde  Above  tfienii  and  chiefly  on  country 

gentlemen  of  moderaiefertuneVwho;  miny  of  them,  Kfed  in 

tattler  thil^hid^ft  gMI  Qilmber  of  WHidoWSt  but  who  wtre  no( 

caNed  ti|Mi  fti  coHnfbote  moie  to  the  Cloek  and  Wa«ck  D** 

ty,  liian  many  odien who  lived  in  towns*  and  who  were  in  • 

feafo  beJow  them  in  the  ^rtiele  of  windows.    He  ^ipprehended 

that  as.tfie  prefent  augmentation  of  duty  was  to  fupply  the  Ap^ 

fieiency  in  tiie  revenue  occafioned  by  ttie  repeal  of  the  Watch 

D«cy,  ^pe^fbnitb  be  taxed  by  diis  new  ioipoft  fliould  onlv 

heaa  diS  p«^opolti6ri  they  vroutd  havo  borne  hiid  the  Watcn 

Doty  cmdilftci;    He  added,  that  the  country  centlemen  to 

whom  he  aHoded,  on|httobeas  tenderly  treated  as  poSble^ 

Idt  llMy  wey«?^e  ifion  importarir  body  ot  perfpns  in  the  coon-* 

txft  oAfkiSMAvkiX  the  aftive  ftare  which  they  took  in  ^ttdf^ 

ni&rtng  joAke  without  any  emolument  to  thciiifelves. 

Tbt'OlMmeelkr'^  tbt  Bkckequer  declined  entering  at  krfi 
iflii»dlil^*fii69eeH'  beiCiufe  an  opportunity  would  be  had  fer  » 
fetter  dHtoAm  upon  it  from  the  papers  which  w^re  now  be^^ 
five  the  Hotife.  There  were  two  objeds  in  view  upon  thil 
ttomtr:  tfft^^one  wa^to^ply  theAflbfled  Taxes  as  a  fubfti^ 
niie  Ibr  At  Watch  Tax.  The  other  a  matter  of  )£bn  venienctk 
in  Or^  ocrfleAiM  tat  riie'  tt¥^ub ;  the'firft  of  whi^h  Was  et- 
pUnecf  ^  the  fcade  befer^  the  Houfe ;  the  other  was  propbf^ 
10  he  eIRfted  by  confdidating  and  Amplify tag>  and  thereby 
nsrirri^  mofe  tegular  the  charge,*  or  duty,  and  facilitating 
ihecoHettion  of  the  AfeCTed-Taxes.  He  then  entered  intc^ 
fefurtf  tJalMllltibns  upon  the  windovr  duties,  and  contended 
tbat^die  ideaa  tlriow^  cmt  by  his  honourfaikic  friend  who  fpoK0 
U^  wocild  only  kad^to  a  temptation  to  dimini(h  the  number 
tfwMfaWsy  aM^h^by  injuria  the  Revenue.  Heibferved 
^t/hftvi^  iWj^eBitte  td^fohn  a  fcale  upon  this  fubjed  vrida 
aiittWflinicjl^ccWiey;  but  it  vras  ifieisdl  that  lie,  with  thtf 
WiBilteueftWtoaWr obtain,  Wai  Ubfe  to  form.  He  knew 
a0HVy'fMli^Aowto*defetibe  it,  wrthol^tifing  a  fentence  thot 
Ml^h^iifMforanee^^  Iparadoir*  arid&i^  wAhl  of  krfowrngf  ai 
^ov.  IL   1798.  N  better 


}^tlEf  b^  moft  ufi;  it },  h^  woiM<i  f9y  then  «« tbat  il  wai.a  fcsde 
^^reafiDg  io  sr  dc^aAog  proportion  ;"  that  was  to  fajr,  tht 
l^cpportipn  oF  theiocifeqfe  vir#f  Icf$9  a$  thejnumber  of  windows 
K«lf!&^l<|r..  AftQ[  a.K?ertaia  jpumber  the  additional  fom  waft 
|s(^  tvl^Q.  ^he  addition. ppon  the.fowllcr  number,  i  , 
,  jM[r;  'liuffiy  doubted  whether  the  fcale  was  ftich  as  .the 
^i^ifler* lifted. it,. and  qoo^d  foine  parts  of  the  fcale  I9 
prove  it. 

^r  T^eCiancellfrsf'j^k^*fytbi^ep(lk9X€d  thatthcfeoi>jedionsdn! 
fK>t  apply  to  tl^e  fcale  i^w  propofedy  but  to. the  old  per  centage 
ti^n;  affei&d  uxes^  which,  old  per  cetiuge  were  oow  to  .be 
donn  a^ttyii  and^A  aew  and  coi^feiidateid  fcal^  adopted. 
,  .He  tbeanioved^  th^t  the  mot'ion  fortsiking  tbia  fubje^ 
i%tp^furtlier;Con(id<ratipn,  bQ  now  wit^dravrn — whicbwas  put 
an4  carried. 

;.  On  the  queftion  bei^  put,  That- this  report  be  iSecoia<» 
njittedf  ,«...: 

;    Mf,  ^»/&/tfr/ (aid  a  few  words.  .    , 

'  Mr.  £>ef\t  faid,  that  i^ith  regard  to  the,t{iXr  CIX  Dqgft^  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  of  any  ctkSt  unlefs  it  was  faring 
I  Tlie  queftion  w;ts  then  put  and  carried,;  that  the  report  of 
thi»  proceeding  he  received  xhp  next  day.'*--Carried. 
I.  Mf*  B.  Edwards  adverted  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  to 
bis  Maje^y^  ia  April  lafl;,  upon  the  fuhjeS  pf  <;ommiinicatin^ 
the  Refplul^ions  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Houfes  qf  Afiembly  in  the 
Yjfc^  Indiqs  upon  the  Slave  Trade :  andpi[  hia  i^ajeCby's  gra- 
^oq^a  ai\fwer«  Haobferved  that  the(e '(oooKnani^tioRS  were 
inade  tathe  Houfes  of  Ai&inbly,  and  tbey  had  returned  tbeir-. 
anfwe^  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  tbcfe  anf^rers  could  nor 
appear  befove  the  Houfe  unlefs  m  order.was  made  for  that  pur«* 
«^.  He  therefore  moved,  Tha^  an  huvpble  Addrefs  be  «prc<» 
^tted  to  his  Majeftyr  praying  tha|]k3  \yiiJ  be  gracioufly  plqafr 
id  to  give  dire^ions^-tliar  thene  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  qor- 
flies  of  fiichcorrefpondcncc  as  may  hay^  pafied  between  the 
Secretary  of  State- tpr  the  Home  Pepartmeot  and  the  Cover-- 
991:$  of  the  Weft  India  Iflaiuls*  in  puriuaAC^  of -^he.  Addrefs 
gif  this  Houfe,  and  his  Majefty*s  graciouS'  communication  re* 
^.tive  to  the  Slave  Tradc^  on  riie  g^  ^  A,^\]  lafi.-r-Car- 
Wed.  •  ,  ( > 

[  Mr.  Suntary  Hundas  obferved,  jliat  there  were^befefc  .the 
Houfc:divers  papers  relative  to  the  <rcatn>cnt  of  the  iFreiicI^ 
ff^^ifon^rs  in  this  country ;  they-  were-  rw^arly^  before  \h^ 
H^ufe)  b^cai^ie  they  .were  produced  purvu^sit  tc^;it5  orcbp^- 
There  were  .many  pOifu?  documents  upcgi:  tlic  (ame  fubj^^ « , 
buvats  they.cppQ{ls4.of  correfpondep^/pf  a  date  poAerior  to 
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<Hfc  ofdcr  of  the  Houfe,  they  coulJ  not  be  regularly  produced 
without  the  further  order  of  the  Houfe.     He  ^ould  therefore 
move  for  their  produftion,  which  be  'did,  aivl  they  Vircrc  im- 
med'tstdj  brought  in  by  the  proper  officers,  aod  laid  upon  thfc' 
Table.  , 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  then  faid,  Tie  (hould  move'  to-morr 
row  that  thefe  papers  be  referred  ^o  a  Committee*  who  Oiould 
report  upon  them. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  aS  of  the  7th  of  James,  w?«  def^rcd  to  this  day 
If^nnight.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  Mar<:h  a2. 

The  Gentleman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod  informed  the  Houfe 
that  John  Lambert  and  James  Perry  had  furrendered  thera- 
/elves,  and  were  now  in  his  xruftody.  Being  called  to  the  Bar, 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  regarding  xhem  were  read  by  the 
Cierk.  By  thefc  it  appeanod  that  Mr.  Walter  Probert  had 
fwom  that  he  had  purchased  the  piper  at  the  printing-houfe  of 
Mr.  Joha  Lambert ;  and  a  clerk  from  the  Stamp  Office  pro* 
duced  a  Bond  executed  by  John  Lambert,  therein  deferibed 
as  printer,  and  by  James  Perry  therein  defcrtbed  as  proprietor 
of  the  newfpaper  called  the  Morning  Chronicle,  for  the  dup 
payment  of  the  duties  ppon  advertifemcnts  inferted  in  the  (aid 
jieirfpaper.  Upon  this  evidence,  the  Houfe  came  to  the  fol- 
kwring  refokition : —  1  . 

'  Rdolved,  That  the  faid  paper  produced  and  fvorn  to  by  the  wltnef^ 
'  at  the  bar,  entitled  the  Morning  Chronicle,  Monday,  March  i9th> 
'  S79^»  <*  ^  grofs  tnd  fcandalbus  libel  ufon  this  Houfe,  and  a  high 
*  breach  of  cht  privileges  there<^/ 

TIic  Lerd  Cbancellor  informed  the  parties,  that  the  wit- 
ndSa  who  had  depofed  to  the  fa£ts  of  their  being  the  printer 
and  proprietor  were  attending,  if  tliey  defired  to  aSk  them  any 
^aeflions. 

Mn  Perry  and  Mn  Lambert  feverally  anfwered  that  they 
had  no'queflions  tb  a(k.  They  were  then  feverally  alked 
what  they  had  to* fay  in  their  defence,  but  the  particular  ar- 
ucle  m  cbe  paper  to  which  the  refolution  referred  was  not 
jcad.    Mr.  I^mbcrt,  for  himfclf,  exprefled  his  forrow.that  he 

had 
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had  qnimwitionally  iniened  the  pongraph  *  that  fapd  offiaidcd 
l^c  Houfe. 

Mr.  Penyi  ibr  himfelf,  made  bis  fubmiflion  to  the  Hottfe. 

.He  fatd»  he  was  fenfibk  that  it  was  no  juftification  of  a  grofs 

and  fcandabus  libel  that  the  article  publiihed  in  a  newfpaper 

was  inicrted  without  the  knowledge  of  the  proprietor,  he 

.  ]being  clearly  liable  in  damage  for  alFprivate  wrong  or  injury 

which  his  paper  might  occahon  ;  bat  he  trufted  that,  s^s  it  is 

^of  the  cflcnce  of  a  breachofprivileg^^  which  is  in  its  nature  and 

affront,  .that  evil  intention  (hould  be  proved,  when  he  declar- 

ed  liis  utier  ignorance  of  the  paragraph  until  cooaplaint  was 

juIUy  made  of  it,  he  might  hope  for  that  clemency  which  was 

the  chara£leriftic  of  the  dignified  and  morad  juftice  of  their 

Lordfliips. 

They  then  were  direded  to  withdraw. 

A  debate  took  place»  during  which  time  ftrangers  were  ex* 

cjudpd.  .  . 

Lord  AfintOf  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  accufed  the 
Mprning  Chronicle  of  a  fyftematic  endeavour  to  uudcrmir^ 
the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  by  its  encomiums  on  iht 
dodbrines  of  anarchy  and  horror  introduced  into  difcuffion  by 
'  the  Revolution  of  France ;  and  he  was  proceeding  to  a  review 
of  its  condu£k  from  the  commencement,  to  prove  t^at  even 
die  war  itfelf  might  in  fome  degree  be  afcribed  to  the  inftni* 
'mentality  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  when 

llie  Duke  of  Leeds  called  his  Lordfhip  to  order,  and  laid» 
ihat  he  conceived  it  to  be  totally  out  of  all  order  to  advert  to 
any  thing  which  was  not  the  aAual  matter  of  complaint. 

XrOrd  Afinto  rcfumed  his  fpeech,,  and  after  (hewing  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  the  fcandalous  paragraph,  concluded  with 
moving  as  follows : 

**  That  John  Lambert,  having  preftiiTied  to  print  and  publiik  mShelfxti 
tbtt  Houfe,  in  the  MormBg  Chronicle  of  Monday,  March  19,  iTfli  U 
guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  priviTegca  of  this  Houie.  . 
«<  That  James  Perry,  having  prefomcd  to  print  and  pubJjfli  tf /iAr/pQ^tfiis 
Houfe,  in  the  Moming  Chronicle,  onMonday^  March  191. 179^  is 
guilty  of  9  high  bi  each  of  the  priviteges  of  this  Houfe.       ^  ^ 

«'  That  the  faid  Joitn  Lambert  and  James  Pen  y  do,  for  their  {aid  oXencv^ 
pay  a  fine  to  hit  Majcfty  of  fifty  pounds  each,  and  tb^t  tfaey  kt  eomrait- 
ted  prifoncrs  to  Ncwgats  for  the  fpace  of  three  wonahlt  ^md  until  Hiby 
py  the  faid  fine."  ^  .  .       > 

The  Earl  of  Derby  confidered  the  pitniAment  is^tolft'ine. 
Mr.  Lambert,  the  Priiuety  has  declared  that  he  Va^uiiiittdk^ 
tiooally  inferred  the  paragraph,  and  Mr.  Perryi  khat'he  4ms 

entirely 


cstfady  igMcMt  of  it: !  He  v^Mrfefily  K»iiv}if6ed  that  h% 
wufo:  ud  ke  (kid,  he  knew  Mr.  Perry  and  fpoke  of  him 
kii  Mws  of  perfoaal  regtffd.  The  Etrl  fatd,  he  had 
always  heard  Mr.  Perry,  in  all  compatiies  and  at  all 
ttmea,  exprefi  theumrfi  r^erencefor  the  Conftihttion  of 
tbe  Kingdom ;  and  he  was  fure  he  nev<^r  empbyed  his  pea 
or  his  paper  to  ooderaniiie  either  its  civil  orreltgiioiiseftaUifli* 
iMiits ;  that  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  diftinguiOied  b^  its 
regard  to  the  decencies  ot  private  life,  by  its  difSatn  tH  all 
fcaadal  on  individuals,  and  thofe  licentioiTs  perfomilities  by 
which  the  peace  of  firiniiies  was  diftnrbed.  He  thciefere 
thought  that  a  more  lenient  corredion  for  thi^  fmele  offchce 
would  be  more  becoming  the  dignity  of  diat  Houfe. 

The  Duki  o/BeJ/crd  jpintd  with  the  Earl  of  Derby  in 
thinking  the  refolution  too  fevere.  He  faid«  he  alfo  was  per- 
fonally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Perry,  and  he  had  ever  found  him 
inviolably  attached  to  the  genuine  principles  of  the  Britifli 
Conftitutio'n.  The  noble  Duke  bore  his  high  tedimony  to  the 
^decorum  with  which' the  Paper  was  uniformly  condyfied; 
and  with  refpeA  to  the  charge  of  its^ favouring  doctrines  of 
anarchy,  it  was  the  conftant,  zealous,  and  active  enemy  to 
the  violation  of  rational  freedom,, wherever  the  outrage  might 
be  committed.  Accordingly,  through  the  whole  of  the 
French  RevolutioOj  Mr.  Perry's  language  had  been  difcri- 
minate,  and  his  conduct  uniform.  He  had  applauded  the 
firft  reforms*  by  which  the  condition  of  the  People  of  France 
was  to  be  improved  ;  he  had  conftantly  fpoken  with  horror 
of  the  mailacres  and  violation  of  all  principle,  which  had  fo 
frequently  difgraced  its  progrefs,  and  in  the  very  paper 
in  which  the  oSenOve  paragraph  was  Inferted,  the  moft 
marked  indignation  was  expreflcd  at  the.  unprovoked  ag- 

Kflion  of  the  French  on  the  People  of  Switzerland.  The 
ke  conctodcd,  after  ordering  the  precedents  of  the 
commitnient  of  Mr.  William  Woodfall  in  177X1  and  of 
George  Edmonds,  to  be  read,  (in  both  of  which  the  puni(h« 
ment  was  one  month's  imprifonment  and  a  fine  of  lobL)  with 
moving  an  amendment  of  one,  month's  imprifonment  inftead 
m  fnrec* 

Lofd  Sydn^hUt  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  a  fcandalous 
.  fapery  "which  be  would  not  fuifor  to  come  into  his  houfe. 

1  he  Alarum  ^Lanfd$wn  laid,  that  the  matter  was  in  his 
ffWI  XQQ  uivi^Lniur  their  Lordfliips'  noriee.  It  was  a  para- 
Mfli  ^  mre  levity,  and  with  fome  wit.  He  did  not  know 
Mr.  Pexfir  peifonauy,  Imt  he  had  ever  lead  his  paper  with  fa-^ 

tisfadlion. 


\ 


tisfactiony  as  one  of  the  beft  written  and  the  heft  coBductedrof 
the  pericxiical  prints  $  and  be  yru  coovincfid  that  thecewas  no 
intention  of  4egradKng  that  Ho^ife  in  the  public  opinion  bf 
the  paragraph  in  queftion.: 

Thcl^rJ Cbanallar  faid,  that  the  paragraph  was  not  en- 
siled to  the  character  of  wit,  or  even  of  petiilance :  ic  was  a 
paragraph  of  dull  malignity.  It  was  aa  attempt  to  foe  how- 
much  their  Lordfliips  would  fufier,  and  was  one  of  a  fesies 
f^  attempts  to  undermine  their  authority  with  thepublic, 

Th^  i>uke  of  Norf9lk  fpokc  in  liberal  terms  of  the  .papert 
and  queCtionedy  whether  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  impofe  s 
fine  tor  conteinpt. 

Lord  Grenville  concluded  the  debate  with  a  few  words  in 
fupport  of  the  original  motion. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  pn  the  Amendment, 

Contents        ii.  Not  ConUnts        69. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  following  Peers  voted  in  the  Minority. 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  The  Earl  of  Thanet  • 

Duke  of  Leeds  Earl  of  Bei^rough 

Duke  of  Bedford  Earl  of  Tankervillc 

.Marquis  of  Laufdown  Earl  of  Egmont 

Earl  of  Derby  Lord  Holland. 

Earl  of  Suffolk 

The  Houfe  then  ordered  Mr.  Perry  and  Mr.  Lambert  to  be 
committed  accordingly. 

Bid  of  Fas  prefsfUid  to  tl^tff. 

Ma.  PERRT.  March  2z»  i7$S. 

Gentleman  Uftier,  attachment  fce  •           -               £•  S    o  o 

Difchai^               -  •>                     -                500 

One  day  tn  cuftody            -            -  -               -             i     6  S 

Yeoman  Uflier,  anachaicot  fte  •                •                  a    o  o 

Difcharge                .  -                   -                 %    p  q 

Clerk  of  Parliament's  releafe            -  .'              .            6  13  4 

Clerk  AlBftant  <ittp                 .  •               -               a    0  o 


The  ftmc  for  Mr.  Lambert 


^a%    0    o 

.     1*11  tmBtm 

jT;  4S«  a  >ft 
They 


Tbey  were  conveyed  to  Newgate  by  two  of  the  offioen  cf 
tbe  Geotieiiiah  Udier  of  the  Black  Rod»  and  die  following  a 
a  «Dpys  oCdthe  commimient : 

.Oiderad,  hy  theLoid«  SpirifQal  nd  Tcwpolbl  10  Btriianeiit  aflcm* 

Medi  That  John  Lambert  <lo  for  bia  6id  dSedOC  pay  a^na  to  hii  MajeA^ 

if  |$ol.  and'tbat-he  be  committed  prifoiMr  fa  N«wpitef  far  Che  fpaca  oC 

thnt  momb9»  and  tmifl  be  pay  tht  h\A  finti  ahd  that  the  Gendemta 

Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod  anending  thit  Honfe,  hfs  depot^  or  deputtet,  do 

fbrtbwith  convey  the  body  of  the  faid  Johil  Lambert  to  the  priibn  of 

New^ate^  to  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  for  the  fp:ice  of  three  monthti  an^ 

until  he  ^y  the  (aid  fine.  . 

G£ORGfi  R'o^j,  Cler.  Parliament. 

T«  Sir  Frsmdi  Mojytnux,  Bart,  Gmtkmmn 
.  UJbir  qftbg  BUuk  Rod^  atUndrng  this 

Houftf  his  deputy  or  diputiu,  and  every 
■  m  thtmy  and  U  the  Keeper  of  Newgate, 

Sit  deptei^  or  depmiest  and  every  of  them . 

(A  Copy)  John  Kprbt,  Keeper  of  Kewgafe.    ' 

(The  bxat  warrant  for  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Perry.) 

DISMISSION    OF  MINISTERS* 

Theortler  of  the  day  having  been  moved  and  read  for  the 
Lords  to  be  fummoned,  to  take  into  conflderation  the  motion 
of  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  had  given  notice. 
•  The  Duke  af  Bedfwi  rofe,  and  with  great  enet^y,  and  i» 
ixM,  parts  of  his  fpeech  with  uncommon  warmth,  fpoke.to  tho 
following  effe£t 

It  will  not  requtre  much  detail  of  fa£ts,  or  a  great  deal  o( 
ai)|;ttinent,  to  prove  that,  in  the  career  which  they  had  pur- 
fiiedy  the  prefent  Minifters  have  been  uniformly  fupported  by 
your  itnplicit  confidence,  and  wholly  uncontrouled  by  your 
incerfetence  j  that  they  have  been  ftrengthcned  by  every  kind- 
of  concurrence  which  could  give  energy  to  their  operations^ 
and  have  never  upon  any  one  occafion  been  thwarted  by  an, 
opp4(iik>n  oa  the  pait  of  this  Houfe,  that  could  obdrud  their' 
prp^'effiye  purfoit  di  the  contradidtory  fyfteiti  upon  which  they 
aAed>  or  have  prevented  its  ukimate  fuccefs.  Whenever  yoU: 
have  beer»  called  upon  to  inquire,  not  only  into,  partial  mea*, 
faret,  but  into  the  whole  condu^k  of  admlniftration,  you  have. 
aotf^rfoly  rcfufed  that  inquiry.  They  were  Icfc  at  liberty  to 
ibtbirrfhe  plan  which  they  hadembraced,  and  were  furnidied. 
iritis  tbe  ittoft  ample  means  to  carry  it  into  execution.  If  then, 
ift»'fa»ving  bdto  invefted  with  the  extraordinary  powers  that^  , 
tkcji  pdOcflfcd»  andenjoying  tlie  unlimited  confidence  repofcdin- 
by  Parliament^  from  the  commencement  of  tbe  war  to^ 

the 
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LofdOnps,  I  OnUbe  abk  to  ibew  that,  notlytthftilritiig  wik 
the  confidence  they  enjoyed,  notwjtkftandmg  «ll  Cbe  omms 
with- which  they  v^ie  ehtn^fledt  much,  if  not  the  whole  of 
that;  calaiiMtmia  flate  towbich  %hii  oiMsnlry  it  itAkced,  ia^etviiig 
to  the  niGsoBdoA^  and  to  the  incapacity  of  thqfe  by  vhoiw 
iwr  aflfain  have  been  conduced.    Your  LonKbipt  wiK  feel 
yoorfelvet  cooapelied  to  aerce  with  me^  and  to  adinowIedgQ 
that  if  1  (hall  hlive  eftablifhed  that,  which  puts  it  beymfid  all 
^ueftion^  that  by  tlieir  conduA  and  its  coniequences  they  ^all 
bave  (hewn  that  no  hopes  can  be  entertained  that  we  cin  be 
refcned  from  oar  diificalties,  by  the  continuance  6f  any  cffixts 
that  they  can  attempt,  and  your  Lordfhips  wiU  feel  yoiirfel?e!( 
infiperioufly  called  upon  to  vote  for  the  motion  I  ihall  have 
the  honour  to  fubmit  to  you,  frond  a  coniriAion  that  the  M^ 
roiflipnofhis  Majefty's  prefcnt  Mtnifters  is  the  only  remedy 
for  our  difirefs,  that  aflbrds  either  hope  or  profpe£t  of  fbccdls. 
I  ihall  at  prefent  wtiolly  abftain  from  troubling  your  Load- 
Ihipa  with  entering  into  a  dilcuflion  of'the  origin  and  qiules  of 
the  war-   It  will  not,  bowcyer«  be  impertinent  orunreafonable 
again  to  remind  you,  that  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
w^r  Miniftcrs  wfere  charged  by  thofc  who  were  friendly  to 
ft9cc^  with  purfuing  that  line  of  cunduA«  which  infaUfty  led 
•o  hoftilities,  and  that  the  war  was  (he  natnrtil  confeduetioe  of 
the  policy  upon  which  Minifters  had  long  adled.    My  ol:jeft' 
now  is  to  (hew  you  that  the  only  chance  of  fafety  is  that  I 
hare  already  mentioned,  vix,  to  remove  the  men  to  whom' 
they  are  to  be  afcribed.     I  (hall  not  fay  one  word  sdxniecri* 
minating  Minifters,  becaufe  the  critical  and  calamitous  ficaa- 
tion  of  the  times  renders  fuch  a  meafure  a  fecondary  tonfidcr-^ 
ation  only,   and  becaufe  the  fubjed:  will  be  better  fuited  to  a' 
moment  of  calm  and  fafety,  when  men  (hall  be  able  to  view" 
th^r  (ituatton  as  it  really  is,  and  when  the  aMence  of  danger 
will  enable  us  more  coolly  to  enter  into  the  invefligation  of* 
guilt. 

With  whatever  fcnliments  Minifters  majf  have  beeitfap- 
pofed  to  contemplate  the  prof|>ed  of  a  war,  and  whatever* 
means  they  may  have  employed  to  prevent  it,  yet  it  will  be « 
recollcfted  that  the  declaration  of  waron  the  part  of  the  FVeoch^ 
was  a  matter  that  excited  their  moft  lively' joy.  Theycoirid' 
not  conceal  their  fatisfaSion  that  the  French  feemed  '  to  bafior 
committed  the  firft  aggielfion,  and  fami(hed  a  pretexrf^inur>.  • 
The  declaration  of  war  was  received  with  iimilar  ftntinietits^.' 
amd  bctame  a  matter  of  general  populartty.  It  was  rieWttl . 
ifot  as  a  matter  of  melancholy  and  regiet,  but  of  driumph  att^  - 
exultation.    They,  however,  who  thought  that  greats  eiow 

lions 
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tiong  and  a  diftmnt  copdu^  ot^M  to  Jiave^bqea  ^ipfilaved  ta 
prevent  a  aif£«im.w.itb  FraiKre,  left  no  eiFort  untricU  to  put  aiv 
end  to  the  evils  in  whick  we  bad  becu  involvod,  and  as  far  as^ 
poffiWe  toftftard  their  progr^i.     Kemondranccs   wejre  made  > 
i;7aiaft..xiie  meafiti^  which  Miniders  purfued.     Itwascoi^^, 
tended,  ihaihy  a  &rin,  a  nitHiIy,  and  an  open  o^odui^^  France 
jiii^t  ftiU  foe  tvrnpd  t<|  peace,  and  tha.c  the  g^Uitid  of  diipute, 
might  hn  remQvod.     Parliacpent  was  called  u^on  to  dccbre 
thatlhis  oountfiy  would  not  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
FrMK?ci  an4  «^r;wa»rds»  w>enthe  warlike  views  of  Miniders 
becwe  oiocefyftefiKiticand  le&  difgu»i<^»  P^rlian^cnt  was  ear*^ 
neftly  HMratedCD  adilreis  bis  Majefty  to  en^er  into  no  treatiei 
with. iarein  powers,  which  woukl  fprai  an  argutfient/ajrainft 
pcaoc,  and  embarrafe  tlie  aUainmenjt^ofchat  pbje^l. .  To  tbefe 
icoKmilranocsiio  anfwers  were  given.     Parliapfent  was  after- 
wards called  upon  to  dccladre,  thac  if  Great  Britain  engaged  in 
a  wafy.UitioQldhcincrelyadefen&ve  war,  and  avowedly  en- 
tered upopi  for  the  ibie  purpofe  of  protecting  and  fulfilling  our 
tPBsties  wtds  our  allies^  and  checking  ;any  view^  of  aggrandize* 
ment,  wluchthc  Frvnch  might  at  tb.u  time  have  entertained  at 
the  expenee  of  other  powers.     To  this  no  anfwer  was  made, 
bat  that  fiwce  we  were  envbarked  in  the  conted,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain oottM  only  be  fafe  by  weakening  France,  that  it  was  ne- 
cc£m7  to  go  on,  and  that  every  eicertion  ought  to  be  made  to 
ihengthen  tiie  couiury,  and  focure  ultimate  fuccefs.     Again« 
to  remove  ail  mifuiiderftanding  of  the  obje&s  and  views  enterr 
laioed  in  ths  profecution  of  the  war.  Parliament  w^is  called 
upon  to  fay,  that  the  war  was  not  (undertaken  for  the  purpoics 
of  aggcancbfement,  but  uppn  the  mod  b^evolent  principles  of 
general  incer^ft,  that  as  the  French  were  then  defeated  and  re- 
|(lDced  with^a  tlicir  own  territories^  this  was  aot  the  moment  to 
oxne  for«rard  with  offers  of  peace.     To  tl)is  it  was  anfwercd* 
in  the  elation  of  profperity,  that  heinp;  embarked  in  the  conteft, 
we  ooght  to  perlcvcrc  till  the  exifting  Governuaent  of  France 
vas  repiaoeg  fay  a  better  fyfleni,  and  that  the  moment  of  fuc* 
ctfs  W2S  npt  the  moment  to  fue  for  peace.     Such  was  tbe  hn^ 
page  with  which  every  attempt  to  oppofe  the  progjnefs  of  the 
^2T  was  refified.     Miuiftcrs  indeed  had  not  then  developed  all 
f:keir  (d^emcs,  and  avowed  all  their  objedls.     They  were  not 
^  in^y  ieatcd  on  their  Jo/fy  war-horfe^  nor  were  they  faof 
gcine  enougli  to  flatter  themfelvcs,  that  they  might  cdnfule  ia 
die pnatgrcis^f  their  cacecc  of  ijurcefs.     They  did  not  with  to 
iJrsi\Uc  cosintrv.,with  roo  cxtcnfive  a  plan  of.  warfare,  left 
^lihmild  be  diverted  from  iu  profecucion,  aind  inclined  ip. 
?ac  VTtaey.wiihedtolead  jaaongradwally/tiJl  itwas  imj»t- 
i'§ic  to  retreat  i  every  ^Tort  to  prevent  tbe  progrcfs  of  tlie  war- 
VoL.  a.     1798-  O  like 
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like  fyftem  was  IneffeAual.  At  this  period  the  debt  incurred 
was  only  abbat  feven  millions,  and  had  added  anannoal 
charge  upon  the  country  of  no  more  than  ajo^opol... 

The  next  Seffion  of  Parliament  opened  with  a  fpeech  from 
the  Throne,  in  which  Minifters  (for  I  take  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  as  ihe. Speech  of  the  Minifter)  b^n  to  eapiels  a 
different  laneaage.     We  were  then  told  that  we  were  engaged 
in  the  conteft  not  merely  for  the  defence  of  our  allies  and  for 
repelling  aggreffion,  bat  we  were  embarked  in  9  conteft  to  re* 
fifl  the  progrefs  of  anarchy,  impiety,  and  irreligion ;  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  talk  of  peace  till  the  monarchy  of  France  was  re- 
ibred.    Now  it  was  that  the  fchemes  of  Miniflers  were  deve-t 
loped,  now  it  was  that  the  niofl  abfurd  plans  were  derifed, 
and  the    mofl    frantic    projeSs  were  conceived;    and,  in 
the  pride  of  a  momentacy  fuccefs,  Mintfters,  hoped  to  rival 
the  proudcft  of  their  predeceflbrs  in   the  proadeft  days  that 
England  had  ever  feen ;  miferable  men !  they  imagined  that 
they  would  ered  temples  and  trophies  upon  the  mutibted  car- 
cafes  of  their  enemies.     In  thefe  wild  and  and  viflonary  ex* 
pe^tions,  however,  they  weredilappointed.     But  in  the  midft 
of  this  deftruAive  career,  Miniflers  were  fupported  by  this 
Houfe.     In  their  exterminating  projeds  they  Were  fupported 
by  your  confidence.     Inflamed  with  indignation  at  the  atroci* 
ties  of  the  enemy,  you  too  became  unjufl,  and,  as  a  learned 
Prelate*  has  recently  and  properly  ohferved,  aflumed  the  right 
ofthat  vengeance  which  belongeth  not  to  man,  but  to  the 
Deity  alone.     A  few  there  were  indeed  who  were  not  milled 
by  thefe  frantic  fchemes,  nor  blinded  bjr  this  miftaken  zeal. 
Unawed  by  clamour,  undaunted  by  prejudice,  and  undifturbed 
by  calumny,  at  the  fame  time  as  aealous  and  ardent  ftiends 
of  their  country  as  the  proudeft  boafter,  they  oppofed  the  pre* 
fumptuous  boafts  of  thie  Minifter.    They  tried  to  iqduce  Par*- 
liament  to  empby  a  milder  language,  to  lay  afide  that  arrc^nt 
tone  which  c6uld  only  ferve  to  irritate  ana  to  inflame  antmo- 
fity,  and  to  declare  that  no  particular  form  of  Government  in 
France  would  be  confidered  as  an  obftacle  to  peace.     It   was 
contended  that,  if  the  views  of  Miniflers  were  direSed  to  the 
conquef^  of  France,  they  were  wild,  extravagant,  and  chimeri- 
cal ;  and,  if  intended  to  fow  internal  diflenfion,   they  only 
firengthened  the  h^nds,  and  confirmed  the  power  of  the  exift* 
ing  rulers.    AH  thefe  exertions,  however,  were  in  vain.  *  It 
was  (bon  found  that  new  treaties  had  been  formed   to  extend 
the  fyftem  of  war,  and  to  embarrafs  the  attainment  of*peaccu 
At  the  clofe  of  this  feffion,  the  fame  eHbrts  which  had   been 
empbyed  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft  were  renewed ;  r^folu  - 

tion& 
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tions  woe  {yropofed  in  another  Houfe  to  afcdtain  precifely 
what  was  the  real  objed  for  which  the  war  was  parfued.    Ml- 
nifien  however*  contended  that  it  was  idle*  and  that  it  was  im- 
politic to  date  their  reafons  at  Aich  a  moment^  and  aiked  tri* 
vmphantly,  whether  we  were  to  treat  iii  the  hour  of  fuccefs. 
Jacobinifin  muft  be  deftroyed,  they  exclaimed.    Never  can 
we  treat  with  Jacobins,  with  thofe  men  who  have  embroed 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign  ;  with  thofe  men 
who  al/ed  our  King  a  tyrant,  and  our  Parliament  ^furpers  ! 
Let  us  make  one  e£&rt  now  to  deflroy  this  monfter,  and  if  we 
biU  kt  us  at  lead  die  with  arms  in  our  hands.    [Lord  Gren- 
vilie  exclaimed,  hear!  bear  I }     Such  was  the  proud  and  boaft- 
/ul  laoguage  then  employed  by  Mtnifters,  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  the  noble  Secretary  fccms  to  remember  what  on  many  oc- 
caikxis  he  and  his  colleagues  appeared  to  have  forgotten.     In 
thehour  of  piofperity  incfeed  their  language  was  lofty,  and  their 
tone  determined.     ^*  Let  us  die  with  arms  in  oar  hands  V*  was 
tbeboaftfiilcry  of  Minifters.    But  did  they  perfevere  in  this 
tone  and  this  temper  ?  Did  they  difcover  a  firmnefs  in  adverfi- 
tf  corrdponding  to  their  prefumption  in  fuccefs?  Look  at  their 
condud^  the  next  year,  and  fee  how  ihefe  preteniions  were  juf* 
rifird.    The  Seflbn  clofed,  and  if  peice  had  then  been  obtain- 
ed, we  (bould  not    have  experience^  the  financial  difficul- 
ties under  wbkh  we  have  fince  laboured,  nor  have  to  dread 
thofe  with  which  we  are  thieatened.     The  fum  then  added  to 
the  capital  of  otx  debt  was  about  twenty-two  millions,  and  the 
annual  amount  of  taxes  one  million. 

Next  fcffion  the  fentiments  of  the  people  had  undergone  a 
confideraUe  change.  The  profpeAs  held  out  to  them  had 
been  diiappotnted.  The  sTppearanc^  of  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion now  threatened  them,  when  it  was  doubtful  which  party 
would  be  its  vifkim.  Wlien  the  French  were  to  be  the  ob- 
/«35  of  it,  the  prbfped  v^as  pleafing,  and  they  were  eager  for 
•ts  anainmcnt ;  but  its  afpe£^  was  changed  when  it  turned 
againft  ourfelves.  Not  merely  out  of  doors,  but  in  Parlia- 
icent  itfelf  this  change  had  taken  place.  It  was  neceflary 
therefore  to  nfe  fome  management  with  thofe  with  whom  the 
'ni  wat  by  no  means  fo  popular.  The  diftra£tion  of  the 
French  Republic,  the  dribider  and  approaching  ruin  of  her 
^ncesy  the  caufe  of  religion  and  focial  order  were  infiftcd 
B?cMi.  Stilly  however,  the  dcfire  of  peace. gained  ground.  In 
*^  Hou/e  of  Commons,  thofe  who  had  unifoiinly  exerted 
•'3emfclvcs  for  the  reftoration  of  peace,  made  new  attempts  to 
:-ycf?)c  way  for  that  objeA.  Upon  this  occafion  Miniftcrs 
3Kived  an  amendment, .  in  which  it  was  faid  that  we  were 
'  drrermined  to  perfevere  in  the  conteil  till  fuch  a  governf^eq 
O  %  wa 
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was  cnabliflied  in'Pranee  sfs  might  be  aW<f  to  maiiitain  the  ac^- 
cuftbmcd  relations  of  peace  and  amify/'  ♦  Not  a  wori  was 
faid  to  cxj>Iain  whcrt  fuoh  a  government,  was  *o  *>«  expefted, 
or  in  what  it  v?ould  be  atlowed  \q  confift.  It  was  tontehded 
tlierefore  by  lliofc  who' were  fr^endlv  to  peace,  that  it  w»  nc- 
ccflary  toahajidon  that  fyftera  which  led  to  extc^nninatkm,  aiiJ 
to  treat  at  a  time  when,  if  unfncccfsful,  we  were  able  to  con- 
tinue the  war  with  vigout.  Will  yoa  treat  nndcr  the  diffi- 
culties you  nowfuffer?  it  was  fard.  Will  you  dirow  this 
country  at  tlie  feet  of  France,  and  recognize  French  fiiperi- 

.  ority? — No,  it  was  rcpKcd,^  we  will  not  recognize  the  fopterio- 
rity  of  France,  but  we  will  prove  that  wc-dilh^uft  the  cajfacity 
of  thofc  who  havc  mvolvtd  us  in  our  prefent  dHBcuIties; 
Will  you  treat  wirh  the  republrc  of  France?  (vvas  it  contend- 
ed), and  acknowledge  that  your  King  an*  Pjfrlramenr  are 
unfit  to  ffovern  you  ?  Will  you  agree  to  the  Surrender  of  ifeofc 
places  wnich  it  has  ever  been  cotlfidefeJ  iiupofRhfe;  for  the 
French  to  hold  with  fafety  to  this  coiMitry.  Will  you- give  up 
your  Weft  India  Wands,  and  furrcnder  your  comrocrcial  ad- 

"  vantages  ?  We  were  told  ttv>,  tlftt  the  finances  of  France  were 
cxhaufted,  that  it  was  impoflible  (he  couU  maintain  the  con- 
tell,  and  that  our  pcrfeverance  would  be  uftitoately  fbccefsfiin 
How  falfe  thcfe  financial  fpeculations  were,  we  havefmce  ex- 
perienced.    Amidft  all  thefc  topics,  however,  the  l<rfty  tone  of 
jWinifters  was  foftened.    They  no  longer  faid  they  vrere  fight- 
ing to  rcftore  the  ancient  government  of  France.     Where 
then  weie  thofe  fupportcrs  of  the  dccffirration  that  had  been 
publilhcd  at  Toulon,  by  a  nobM  Ford  (Lord  Hood),  wliom  he 
then   faw  iii  his  place  ?  Miniffers  clearly  were  afi^id  their 
places  might  be  eiidangered,  if  they  perfifled  in  aSerting  the 
unqualified  ohjedlions  to  the  government  of  Fnihce  which  they 
had  formerly  urged.    Their  lofty  fplrit  funk  as  their  dlfficai- 
ties  encrcaicd  ;  their  conceffions  advanced  in   ptopbrtion   as 
their  embarrairments  thickened  ;  they  were  willing  to  concede^ 
but  their  concclEon  was  of  no  advantage  to  their  country. 
Th^ir  original  toite  was  too  high  ;  and  in  their  gradually  de«- 
fccndlng  icalc  they  ftill  Were  too  high  for  the  occafion  on 
which  conceflion  was  required  ;  they  encouraged  the  demaads 
of  the  enemy,  becaufc  the  enemy  knew  that  mmiflers  would 
ultimately  accede  to  their  demand.     In  this  way  conceffion 
only  produced  difgracc,  without  promoting  conciihction. 

in  the  beginning  of  next  feffion,  we  Were  toW  inth^ 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  the  internal  fituatbii  of  France 
had  at  laft  come  to  a  crifis  which  mi&ht  lead  to  events  wfaicb 
none  could  yet  forcfce,  and  that  his  MajcRy,  in  cafe  the  irfulr 

<hpuld 
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ihould  be  favoaral^le,  would  meet  overtures  of  peace  front 
France.     Parliamcni  was  then  dcfired  to  adopt  a  rcfolutSon,  - 
that  the  government  of  France  was  capable  of  maintaining  the 
accu domed  relations  of  peace  and  amity ;  but  minifiers  re- 
fafed  to  do  fo,  becaufe,  as  they  faid,  it  would  be  humtliatmg 
to  acknowledge  the  French  Republic.     Thofe  who  had  uni- 
formly promoted  pacific  mcafures,  now  urged  the  propri^  of 
making  an  effort  without  delay  -for  the  conclufion  of  peace. 
He  had  himfelf  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Addrcfs  at  that 
trme ;  and  all  he  faid  was,  th^t  the  prophecies  of  miniflcrs  had 
conftanily  failed,  and  the  fuccefitt  of  the  enemy  had  become 
ftill  more  frequent-    The  everrt  proved  whether  he  was  then 
right  or  wrong.     He  failed,  however,  in  his  endeavour  to  in- 
dbcc  ParRament  to  declare  that  the  French  government  was 
capable  of  being  treated  with  ;  and  to  his  great  furprize  in  fix 
weeks  after,  the  cxpcAed  aifis  in  the  French  affairs  fo  favoar- 
al)le  to  the  negociatioa  arrived,  and  Farliaoient  made  a  decla- 
ration to  that  cffedl,     Although. the  opponents  of  minillers 
had  iK>  objeAion  to  that  declaration,  yet  they  could  not  help 
fufpefiting  that  it  was  only  for  the  pvrpofe  of  conceding  a  little 
more.     Miniftcrs  renewed  their  former  pbjeflions,  and  the 
atflignats  of  France  aflbrded  ampl?  matter  of  Ipeculation  on  the 
ruin  of  the  finances.     Mrnifters,  however,  did  not  wait  long 
for  that  trial  of  the  new  order  of  things  in  France,  which  at 
fifft  they  had  deemed  fo  neceffary.     I  do  not  know  that  thofe 
who  had  prefled  the  neccffity  of  peace  could  claim  any  merit  ^ 
for  the  fpcedy  refolution  which  miniflcrs  announced  of  open- 
mg  the  way  for  negociation.     Many  have  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  the  fleps  they  took  for  the  purpofe,  and  many  have 
lufpeAed  that  they  were  not  fincerc.     It  was  thooglir  proper 
to  make  fomc  advances  to  negociation  by  a  note  from   Mr. 
Wickham  to  Barthelemi,  the  French  envoy  at  Bade.     I  have 
ever  thought  that  this  was  the  courfe  the  leaft  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  fuccefs  which  could  have  been  employed.     Thi^ 
opinion  I  have  heard  avowed  in  converfation  by  men  of  all 
parties,  although  I  could  not  prevail  upon  them  to  csprefs  the 
fame  fentimehts  in  this  Houfe.     If  they  were  really  fincere, 
it  furcly  would  have  been  prudent  in  thofe  who  for  years  had 
employed  the  moft  offenfive  langunoje  agalnft  the  French,  t6 
have  been  particularly  careful  not  to  difoliHgc  by  the  very  mode 
which  they  pretended  to  follow  for  conciliation.     The  fete  of 
that  application  is  well  known,  and  its  true  objcA  was  ftrongly 
fafpefted  to  have  been  merely  to  fatisfy  the  prevailing  inclina- 
tion for  peace.     Look  at  the  ctrcumftances  and  conduft  of  the 
&ft   negociation  of  Lord  Malmelbury.     1  IhaJl  ,no^  go  -at 

IcngiK 


I0»  WOODFALL'S  PAKLIAllBMTARY  REPORTS:  [Uiot^ 

kogth  into  a  topic  fo  often  difcufled.  If  Minifters,  contrary 
to  every  appearance,  were  fincere  upon  that  occafion^  muft 
ibey  not  have  been  the  mod  incapable  adminiftration  that  ever 
exi/ted»  to  adopt  the  couffe  which  they  purfued.  There  wa^ 
nothing  conciliating  in  its  beginning  or  in  its  progrefs ;  every 
ground  of  £ifpicioo  was  given  to  the  enemy  againft  the  fince-^ 
rity  of  Minifters.  A  Minifler  was  fent  with  power  to  con- 
clude and  not  to  treat,  and  to  treat  f«r  the  Emperor  without 
authority*  Upon  this  fubje&  it  has  been  vainly  attempted  to 
obtain  thofe  documents  and  papers  which  develope  the  true 
ftate  of  fome  very  important  points  of  negociation.  Without 
thefe  papers  I  am  not  able  to  form  a*  corre£b  opinion  as  to  the 
reafon  pf  infifting  upon  the  reftoration  of  Bekium  to  the 
Emperor,  but  as  thefe  documents  were  refufed,  f  am  entitled 
to  conclude  that  they  contain  nothing  to  juftify  Minifters  in 
the  demand  of  Belgium  as  a  Jtne  qua  non  i  that  Minifters  had 
no  authority  from  the  Emperor  to  urge  fuch  a  condition. 
Notwithffanding  the  original  pretences  from  which  tl)e  war 
was  faid  to  be  undertaken,  to  give  prote£lion  to  the  opprelled, 
to  check  the  career  of  mad  ambition^  and  to  defend  properly* 
what  were  the  terms  on  which  we  propofed  to  conclude  a 
peace  ?  All  the  gr«»at  powers  were  to  be  benefitted  at  the  exr 
pence  of  the  fmaller.  While  Poland  was  allowed  to  be  di- 
vided without  a  rcraonftrance,  new  fchemes  of  partition  were 
devifed  by  thofe  wh9  pretended  to  have  interfered  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  weak,  and  for  the  intcrcft  of  all.  Franca  was- 
to  have  retained  fome  of  her  conquefts.  The  Emperor  was  to 
have  leceived  compenfations  for  his  lofles,  and  the  Dutch 
fettlcments  in  the  Eaft  were  to  be  the  portion  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Upon  this  occafion  Belgium,  as  a  Jine  qua  non^  was  not 
to  remain  with  France.  Upon  this  point.  Lord  Malmefbury's 
firft  negociation  was  broken  oS\  while  many  thought  that 
confidering  the  importance  of  peace  to  this  country  Minifters 
ought  to  have  made  that  ceffion  as  the  means  ot  obtaining 
peace.  How  much  more  neceftary  would  it  have  appeared  to 
give  up  Belgium,  had  our  financial  fituation  then  been  afcer^ 
tained ;  had  it  been  known  that  the  Bank  was  in  danger  of 
(topping  payment,  and  become  bankrupt  (for  fuch  1  will 
ever  contend  to  have  been  the  fad) ;  and  what  can  be  thought 
of  thofe,  who,  warned  of  the  danger,  ftill  pcrfcvcred  in  the 
fueafures  by  which  its  folidity  was  ftiaken  }  T\iQ  Jtne  qua,  non 
of  Belgium,  however,  was  infifted  upon,  and  after  many 
n^illions  were  iquandered  in  fupport  of  our  pretenfions,  it  was 
at  laft  (bund  necefiary  that  they  (hould  be  dropped.  If  I  could 
Micve  that  Minifters  were  fincere  in  their  two  firft  overtures* 
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I  might  give  them  credit  for  fioccrity  in  the  third  ;  bat  if  fiiv* 
cere  in  that  their  next  attempt,  farelv  it  was  noc  greatly  in  the 
fpirit  of  conciliation^  or  with  probability^  of  fuccefs,  that  the 
Noble  hold  who  had  failed  in  the  iird  miflion  flioald  be  again 
cho&n.asthe  negociator ;  and  it  has  f4nce  been  evident,  that 
there  was  no  reafon  for  obftinacy  in  refpe<ft  to  Belgiumt  as 
the  Emperor  had  himfelf  in  his  treaty  of  peace  agreed  to  let 
Belgium  remain  in  their  hands.     I  do  not  quedion  the  talents 
of  the  Noble  Lord,  efpecially  after  he  had  been  excepted  to 
by  the  French  Dircftory,     I  rcfpc6l  them  highly  ;  but  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  circumftances  of  his  former  nego- 
ciatioD  placed  him  in  a  fituation  of  prejudice  and  difSculty 
which  no  other  perfon  would  have  had  to  encounter.     With- 
out gcnng  into  the  circumftances  of  this  negociation,  I  (hall 
only  remind  you  of  the  efibrts  which  were  made  lad  feflion  to 
prevail  upon  you  to  refort  in  order  to  attain  that  peace  which 
the  prefent  Minifters  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  obtain.    The 
haughty  demeanour  which  they  had  obfervcd,  the  irritating 
cqndud  they  had  purfued,  difqdalified  them  for  a^ing  the 
part  of  conciliation  with  any  credit  for  fincerity,-or  any  chance 
of  fuccefs.    The  infolence  which  they  had  difplayed  in  pro- 
iperity  was  not  folbwed  by  firmnefs  in  adverfity ;  and  their 
conccffions,  though  never  calculated  to  procure  peace,  betray-  * 
ed  them  to  the  enemy  as  weak  and  wavering  ftatefmen,  from 
whom  every  conceffion  might  ultimately  be  obtained.     When 
fuch  was  the  charadler  of  Minifters,  and  fuch  the  light  in 
which  they  were  viewed  by  the  enemy,  how  could  it  be  ex« 
pcded  that  peace  wouM  be  the  refult  of  their  hollow  negocia* 
tbns  ? 

At  the  end  of  five  years  of  war  then  let  me  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe  to  the  fituation  in  which  we  ftood  at  the 
commencement  -of  the  conteft,  and  that  which  we  now  hold. 
The  fituation. of  the  country  at  this  time  was  not  alone  that 
of  being  deferted  by  every  allv,  and  maintaining  the  conteft 
iingly ;  but  that  ot  being  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  defence,  with* 
out  any  profpe<5t  of  fuccel^,  or  a  hope  of  a  terminatbn  to  the 
war.  The  country  .was  alfo  reduced  in  finance,  and  obliged 
to  pay  intereft  for  a  debt  of  about  160  millions,  the  mod 
enormous  that  ever  was  incurred  in  any  other  war.  This  was 
die  fum  which  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  expend  for  the  de- 
(Iru^on  of  Jacobins:  and,  after  all,  the  Jacobin  rulers  ex* 
ifted  in  France,  and  poftcfled  more  honour  than  ever  they  did. 
Notvirithftanding  this  debt,  a  frefti  fum  Was  to  be  borrowed, 
^tfvd  an  additional  charge  of  nine  millions  and  an  half  annually 
IMS  to  be  |ai4  on  the  country  $  a  fum  greater  than  what  the 

whole 
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'wbote  mte^eft  of  the  <i«ht  amounted  to  at  th^  end  of  ttie 
American  war.  And  yet  this  nine  millions  and  a  half  was 
iaid  on  in  the  courfe  of  five  years.  Co uM  any  perfon  think 
of  that  Minifter  wlio  thus  charged  the  country  with  more  than 
aH  hi«  predeCeflbrs  liad  done,  without  feeling  that  foiiKJ  other 
Minifter  ought  to  be  put  in  hi*  place?  If  it  was  contended 
that  Minhlcrs  were  free  from  any  biame^  it  furely  could  not 
be  denied  that  every  thing  of  which  they  had  the  management 
was  miferably  condufted.  We  began  the  war  in  conjun^Jlion 
with  the  greatcft  confederacy  ever  Known  in  Europe,  and  we 
are  now  without  a  fingle  ally  but  ^ortugal^I  It  was  then  faid 
what  wquld  be  our  (ituation,  obliged  to  wage  War  alone  with 
France,  at  peace  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe?  How 
favourable  a  (ituatton  at  that  time,  my  Lords,  to  that  in  which 
we  now  ftatid  ?  We  ihouid  have  entered  upon  the  conteil  widi 
ample  refourcesy  and  in  the  word  event,  we  fliould  have  fcen 
at  fome  years  diftance  that  calamity  we  now  experience.  Not- 
withftandtng  all  the  expence  which  the  war  has  lieaped  upon 
us,  we  fee  not  a  iingie  effort  exerted  in  vicrorous  attack*  We 
are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  inert  felf-defencc.  What  hope  of 
fuccefs  have  we  in  protradled  war  ?  What  profpefl  have  wc 
of  its  termination  ?  What  profpeft  have  we  to  cheer  our 
gloom  or  to  compenfate  for  our  facrrfices  ?  Our  exertions,  my 
Lords,  under  the  aufpice«  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  are  a» 
bopelefs  as  they  are  incalculable.  I  know,  my  Lords,  that  the 
fubgeA  of  finance  is  irkfome  to  you.  But  let  me  intreat  you 
to  confider  the  magnitude  of  the  debt  under  which  this  coun- 
try now  labours;  the  annual  charge  entailed  upon  this-country^ 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  war,  is  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  debt  at  the  time  when  the  prefent  Miniften  came  into 
power.  Without  mentioning  the  different  corps  of  fuppte* 
mentary  cavalry,  &c.  which  had  been  raifed  at  a  great  expence 
to  the  country,  the  permanent  debt  of  the  nation  >yas  doubled 
in  the  (hort  fpace  of  five  years.  Can  you  think,  then,  that  no 
blame  can  attach  to  the  men  who  have  fquandered  fo  profufefy 
the  refoorces  of  the  nation  without  fruit  or  advantage  ?  Dt» 
you  diink  that  the  review  of  what  we  were  and  what  we  arc 
now,  what  we  have  fpent  and  what  we  have  gained,  or  rather 
loft,  affords  no  proof  of  the  incapacity  of  the  prefent  Mini- 
fters  ;  and  that  under  their  aafpices  you  can  have  'afty  hope 
that  your  affairs  will  be  conduced  with  ability  and  fuc^ 
cefs? 

While  we  contemplate  from  without  a  fituation  of  aflTalra 
fo  affliAing,  there  is  nothing  in  our  internal  ftate  to  aSbrd  w^ 
any  eonfolation.  While  our  burdens  have  encreafed  ourpf^i* 
vilegcs  hav.:  been  abridged.     We  are  now  living  unJer  laws 
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whkH  are  lioftilc  aiid  repugnant  to  the  bed  principles  which 
our  a:nccftor8  laboured  to  eftablifh.     But  there  is  another  topic 
which  this  review  fuggeRs,  on  which   I  kn6w  not  how  td 
fpcak.    Confider,  my  Lords,  what  1  tremble  to  fpeak  of,  and 
yet  I  am  dompellcd  to  mention   i(.     Confider  what  1   allude 
to  with  the  dcepcft  regret^  but  with  the  ntmoft  indignatbni. 
Confider  the  (ituation  df  Ireland  at  the  prefcnt  moraeiit.     ft 
has  been  faid  that  you  oueht  not  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  or ' 
Ireland.     But  do  not  the  Miniftcrs  of  this  Country  interfere  in 
the  affiiirs  of  Ireland?  Do  not  the.Miniftefs  of  this  couritty,' 
by  the  fyftem  which  they  purfde,  alienate  from  you  the  affi;c*^ 
tions  of  the  GHet  kingdom.    My  Lords,  were  I  to  enter  into  i 
detail  of  the  atrocities  which  have  b6cn  comnfiitted  in  Irehnd^' 
the  pidlore  would  appal  the  (louteft  heart.     li  could  be  proved 
that  the  mod  Clocking  cruelties  have  been  peT^et;rated  ;,bui 
indeed  what  could  be  expcAed  if  men,  kept  in  ftridl  difcipline^ 
were  all  at  once  allowed  to  give  loofe  to  their  fury  and  their 
paffions.    To  die  military,  Uien,  T  do  not  impute  the  blame; 
but  to  tbofe  by  whbrt  their  eictfTd  have  been  permitted  sini 
Encouraged.    Certain  it  is,  that  two  diftin<El  and  oppbfite  o^J 
ders  have  teen  ifltfisd  for  regulating  the  conddft  of  the  military  Jf 
one  by  which  they  wer'e  allowed  to  aS  without  the  ajathontf 
of  the  chril  power,  and  not  under  thie  orders  of  magifttaty ;  aiirf 
the  other  by  whicli  they  were  reftrsiln6dfrom  afting  without 
that  authority.     Ir  h  known  that  regiments  have  piihliflied  diJ*; 
darations  in  which  they  ftatc  that  certain  pcrfons  flidll  findl^ 
before  they  are  dclrvcred  into  thchand^  of  the  civil  power,  that 
foch  a  regiment  is  not  tb  be  trifled  with.    Thefe  mfulting  pro^  • 
ceedings  too  are  faoAioned  by  the  couritchanctt  of  Govern- 
ment;    What  then  muft  be  the  fatal  confequcncei  of  theft' 
meafureSyif  not  checked  by  the  intrbdudion  of  a  more  conciji-* 
ating  fyftem ;  and  what  pro(pe6i  is  there  that  confciliaiion  wilf 
evcf  be  employed  with  fuccefs  by  men  who  have  looiened  bf 
their  mifconduEt  the  bonds  ^hlch  unite  Great  Britiaih'  dhd  the 
£(ler  kingdom. 

I  think  tbatlfaavefaldeilough  to(hew  that  jrou  are  noW 
called  upon  to  addrefs  bis  Maj^lly  for  the  difmiffiil  of  his  pre** 
fiexlt  Mitlifters,  1  am  curious^to  heat*  what  arguments  will  be 
einpk>f  ed  to  prove  that  the  prefent  Kliniffers  are,^s  I  Was  told 
widi  pecuhar  arrogance  when  I  laft  gave  notice  of  the  da/  oa 
vphicb  I  (hould  bring  forward  my  motioti^  the  men  ih  theking* 
dom  ihe  bed  qualified  for  the  offices  they^  hbld^  They  have ; 
been  often  warned  of  the  mifchlefs  with  vWiich  their  mcafurei  * 
were  pregnant.  They  have  laughed  at  all  advice,  and^  have 
pcrfevercd  in  thehr  own  fyftem  with  an  obftistfcy  equafled' 
Vo^.  Ih  1798*  P  only 
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only  by  the  calamities  which  il  has  produced.  But  it  may  be 
faid  their  intentioo  was  good.  Admitting  that  this  were  the 
cafe,  how  has  it  happened  that  every  a£l  they  have  performed 
^as  tended  not  to  raife  and  to  exalt,  hut  to  difgrace,  and  to  de- 
grade the  country.  Perhaps  too  it  liiay  be  contended  that  they 
are  the  only  men  qualified  for  the  ftations  they  occupy.  They 
may  arrogantly  maintain  that  they  are  the  only  men  whofe 
loya  ty  and  integrity  are  beyond  doubt*  I  will  be  bold  to  aflerr, 
however,  that  in  this  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  there  is 
a  fuAcient  number  of  men  of  great  talents,  feir  charader,  and 
tried  Joy alty,  to  form  a  Cabinet  capble  of  condudling  the  af- 
hm  of  this  country  with  ability  and  fuccefs*  Will  Minifters 
deny  this  to  be  the  cafe  i  Perhaps,  howevert  the  anxxant  lan^* 
gtiage  which  fome  of  his  Majesty's  Mi  Aiders  have  held  may  be 
uippofed  to  allude  to  thofe  with  whom  I  26k;  for  I  fcarcelj 
think  that  I  (hall  be  confidered  as  a  candidate  for  office,  or  as 
holding  my felf  out  as  qualified  for  high  public  iltuations.  Thofe 
perfons,  then,  with  whom  it  is  my  honour  and  pride  to  a£t,  are 
they  againft  whom  thofe  fufpicionsare  infinuated  1  alk,  then, 
what  is  in  their  conduct  to  juflify  the  charge,  or  to  fuppoit  (6 
arrogant  a  pretention?  Who  is  the  man  who  may  be  con* 
lidered  a  candidate  for  office  ?  How  is  fuch  man  to  be  defcrib* 
<d  ?  Is  it  not  the  man  of  fervile  and  pliant  difpofition  .who 
will  defcend  to  every  mean  artifice  to^in  power,  who  courts 
majorities — men  bold  and  prefumptuous  in  fuccefs,  weak  and 
fubmiffive  in  danger?  Have  wedeferted  the  principles  we  have 
profefled ;  have  we,  by  every  fawning  art,  courted  the  iiivour 
of  majorities ;  have  we  abandoned  the  uniform  line  of  condud 
upon  which  we  have  a£led?  Let  the  world  judge,  then»  who 
^rethe  candidates  for  office  and  the  worshippers  of  power.  If 
it  be  ground  of  apprehenfion  and  of  jealoufy  tiiat  we  have  ne» 
^r  abandoned  our  principles  and  belied  our  profeffions,  then 
wemav  havejuftly  incurred  fuch  fufpicion.  Wc  have  faid^ 
'  ^nd  ilill  maintain,  that  a  reform  In  Parliament  is  neceiTary  to 
infufe  n^w  vigour  into  the  Conftitution,  to  cbntroul  the  over- 
grown influence  .of  the  Crown,  to  check  the  power  of. the" 
arlftocracy,  to  check  that  enormous  influence  which  the  Mijii- 
fier  has  derived  by  the  creation  of  Peers,  when  Peers  are  fent 
into  this  Houfe  by  dozens — 

[The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  called  to  order  by  Lord  /iw- 
C9nierrf  who  faid,  he  never  had  witneiTcd  In  that  Houfe  tlie 
fQrt  of  language  his  Grace  was  holding  on  the  Memliers  of  it, 
which  furely  was  cotitrarv  to  all  order,  and  highly  irregular. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  that  if  it  was  out  of  order,  the  no- 
ble Lordi  inflead  of  interrupting  him,  (hould  have  moved  to 
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bare  taken  down  his  wonts^  and  fubmitted  them  to  the  Hoofe  ^ 
as  a  cjueftion  of  order,  but  he  could  not  confent  to  be  called 
to  order  by  a  noble  Lord  who  was  himfelf  out  of  order.  ]        *   \ 

The  Duke  cf  Bedford   proceeded — I    was    ftating»   my 
I^>rds,  that  I  wifhed  (or  a  reform  in  Pairliameht  to  cha:k  t!m  ' 
in&uenceof  the  Crown,  and  the  power  of  ariftocracy*    I  ifay 
norhingy  my  Lords,  injuibus  to  the  chara6)er  of  thofe  who  are  « 
elevated  to  the  Peerage.     They  are  men  of  talents,  of  confide* 
ration,  an*)  property  ;  but  if  all  the  men  of  this  defcription,  or  ' 
rather  all  the  men  cf  great  landed  property,  all  the  moft  re*  - 
fpeflable  country  gentlemen^  men  of  great  weight  and  confw 
deratbn  are  fcledcd  by  the  Minifter  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-> 
inons,  and  fent  up  to  this  Houfe  the  independence  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  mud  ultimately  he  affeAed.     If  no  country  gen- 
tlemen of  wealth  and  confideration  remain,  Minifters  will  natu- 
rally acquire  thecommandof  evprycleAion,efpecially  fupported 
as  they  are  by  iill  the  influence  which  the  overgrown  revenue 
of  this  country  muft  every  where  throw  into  tlieir  hands.     I 
confcfs,  my  Lords,  therefore,  that  &eing  thefc  things,  i  am  an 
advocatefor  reform,  and  if  that  be  the  ohj^ion  which  is  held  out 
sgainft  thofe  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  a£t,  it  is  an 
drje&ion  from  which  we  (Iiall  never  ihrink. 

This  fub]e6t  leads  me  to  another,  ujx^n  which  I  can  only 
hope,  from  your  indulgence,  to, be  henrd'  for  a  few  minutes.  * 
When  I  had  the  honour  to  give  notice  qf  this  motion  the  fe- 
cond  time,  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  remarked,  that  the  im^ 
portance  in  which  it  fremed  to  be  held  by  myfelf,  juftificd  the 
Houfe  in  rejei5ting  it  when  firft  announced,  and  was  pleafed 
iikewife  to  make  fome  remarks  upon  my  absenting  myfelf  from 
the  Honfc  for  fix  weeks.  With  regard  to  the  motion,  I  am 
fatisfied  from  the  temper  of  the  Houfe  in  rejc6ting  the  motion 
which  I  had  made  for  delaying;  the  propofed  adjournment,  that 
there  was  very  little  chance  of  its  fucccfs,  and  in  makine  it  at 
all,  I  rather  complied  with  the  wi(h  of  fome  of  my  .friends, 
thm  aded  on  my  own  convi6lion  of  the  immediate  fuccefs  or 
tScCt  of  fuch  a  motion.  I  ftated  lad  year  that  I  meant  to  ab- 
ftnt  myfelf,  as  1  found  my  efforts  for  the  country  ufelefs,  and  it 
certainly  was  not  worth  my  while  to  bring  it  forward  merely 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  fpecch.  As  to  my  abfence  from 
the  Houfe,  I  am  ftill  of  opinion  that  my  attendance  here  can 
he  of  very  Jiitle  advantage;  but  whenever  my  exertions  are 
likely  to  be  of  any  fervicc,  they  fliall  be  renewed.  Upon  the 
Aflefled  Tax  Bill  I  came  forward  and  dated  my  objedtions,  but 
without  fuccefs.  When  the  expedients  to  which  the  Minifter 
h  driven  for  raifing  money  prove  that  we  are  near  the  end  of 

.Pa  our> 


T««  •        WOaa^f^tLr*^  PAdtLIAMCHTAAV  REPORTS.  lUf^n, 

our  refources,  furely  you  cannoe  lie  (o  improytdetit  as  to  ooro* 
mit  ;heir  application  to  the.  fame  bands  by- which  they  hava 
l>een  To  ufeleisly  fquandered. 

After  the  fevcte  puniflimetu  .whidi  has  this  night  been  in- 
^idled  iipon  the  Proprietor  and  Printer  of  a  newfpaper,  it  majT 
not  be  unfair  to  eomplain  of  the  foul  c^lumnie^  which  are  heap* 
ed  upon  toe  and  my  friends  by  the  unUerlings,  or,  I  know  not 
how  to  call  thenif  of  Government,  and  upon  every  man  who 
pppDfet  the  meafures  of  Adminifiration.  The  bafeO  afperfioim 
and  the  moft  fcandalous  infmuations  are  ]j|vi(hed  upon  all  wI|q 
Teuture  to  diflent  from  the  meafures  or  opinion  qf  Miniltcra^ 
Such  indeed. is  the  <}uantity  of  this  abufe,  that  it  feems  as  if 
thofe  who  employ  it  confidered  themfelves  too  fcantily  paid  by 
their  fuperlors,  «ind  endeavoured  to  make  up  for  it  by  cqrryine 
favour  with  their  leaders  by  the  grofTnefs  of  their  falfchoods  and 
.the  perfonal  poignancy  of  their  fcurrilities.  We  have  been 
charged  with  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people  by  our  fpcechei- 
aga-nli  the  Goycrnmentt  aud  with  being  hoAile  to  the  true 
pri!>  ::;^Ies  of  the  ConAitution.  It  may  be  faid  that  we  ought 
not  lo  rc.-aid  thefe  calumnies,  and  ought  to  perfcvere  in  doing 
our  dury.  Ic  becomes  a  <]Ueflion,  however,  what  is  our  . 
duty  ?  Such  iiefpipable  calumnjes.  certainly  ought  to  bp 
treated  with  contt  111 p:.  I;,  however,  inftead  of  tcfifting  the 
encroachmer^tsof  the  MuiiAef)  our  attendance  has  no  ether 
eSt{X  but  to  fani^on  h'lsabules,  and  teach  the  people  to  believe 
that  they  have  no  altern^iive  but  to  chufe  between  the  pr^ ftnt 
Minifiersand  thofe  with  whom  I  ad,  I  Qiould  confider  that  at- 
tendance as  not  only  nugatof  y  but  mifchjevous.  If  fuch,  how> 
ever,  be  the  alternative  which  Minifters  chufe  to  hohl  out,-  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  prove  that  tlie  calumny  is  iil-foun<lcd* 
By  withdrawing  the  attention  of  the  country  from  us,  ::nfi  fixing 
it  upon  Minifters,  we  are  defirous  that  they  (h9ul(J  rcfle<fithat  no  ' 
evil  can  be  greater  than  thp  contuuiancs?  of  the  prtfcnt  Miniftets 
in  office.  Then  they  will  fiiu!  men  able  to  condu<ft  their  affairs, 
men  fitted  to  conclliatt;  Irclaiul,  to  obtain  peace,  men  \n  wliotn 
the  French  will  have  no  title  to  think  cvMiceiTion  is  wcaknefs. 
When  vv'e  hold  a  reform  in  Parliament  to  be  iieceiTary,  mto 
know  thai  this  mcafuie  h  very  unfavourably  received  by  the 
majority.  We  arc  convinced,  however,  that  without  thi^ 
fhc  country  can  never  be  placed  upon  a  good  footing,  We 
(land  pledged  to  take  no  fliare  in  any  ad  mini  it  ration/  in 
which  this  is  not  a  leading  objeil.  |n  faying  this,  how- 
ever, I  am  ready  to  confefs  that  there  are  fqme  meafure$ 
which  appear  to  me  to  he  more  immediately  ntCeffary  than  ' 
parliamentary  reform.— a  peace  with  France,  the  concilittiou 
^Ireland  with  the  queiUc^ o|l Catholic  emaucipation,  an4 
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parliameatary  reforoi  in  Uiat  Muntry.  While  I  admit  thts^ 
however,  I  hold  a  pariiaoicRtary  peform  ciTential'  to  the  TaU 
vation  of  the  Aate.  With  thefe  fentimcius.  I  declare  that  L 
(ball  never  make  one  of  any  adminiftratioD  with  which  par-, 
liamemary  reform  is  aot  a  leading  obje&.  This  I  fay  merely 
in  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  being  a  candidate  for  office,  fop  I 
ihould  he  aflaamed  to  talk  of  myielf  as  fit  ion  any  office  ia 
any  other  view.  Upon  this  fubjed  I  tikewife  d^lare  that- 
the  fpecific  plan  of  parliamentary  reform  propofed  laft  year 
in  another  place*  hu  my  conctiriience.  *  1  willlay  farther, 
that  without  a  peace  with  France^  without  conciliation  with 
Ireland,  parliamentary  reform  could  be  of  no  advantage  to 
the  country  ;  while  the  latter  is  neCeffary  to  fecure  and  to 
loiprove  the  benefits  of  the  former.  There  may  be  men  of 
talents  and  integrity  perfectly  well  qualified  for  the  firft  of- 
fices of  the  (late  who  wguld  not  confider  parliamentary  re« 
form  as  a  necelfary  Ingredient  in,  tfieir  fyftem.  Such  men 
1  ihould  congratulate  upon  their  boldnefs  in  ventiiriag  to> 
luidertake  the  conduct  of  public  afiairs  upon  fuch  terms.  So 
long,  however,  as  they  aSed  for  the  public  advantage,  they 
ftould  have  my  fupport,  though  I  fliould  refcrve  to  myfelf 
the  right  of  bringing  forward  the  quedion  of  parliamentarv 
reform  whencvrr  the  proper  moment  arrived.  ^ 

But  the  calumniators  to  which  I  have  alluded,  not  fatiC- 
fied  with  thefe  charges,  have  alfo  dared  to  infinuate  th^t.  T 
am  not  avcrfc  to  the  fuccqfs  of.  the  French  in  their  deiigns 
againft  this  country-     Much  as  I  defpife  the.auihors  of  thefc. 
attackb  I  think  it  necelTary  to  repel  caluouiics  ki  groTs.     I 
cannot  help  cunfidejring  it  as  a  difadvantage  to  this  couatry 
to  hold  out  to  the  enemy  that  on  laxuling  here  they  would 
ind  fupportcrs.     Yet  fuch  ar^  the  falfehoods  which  thef^. 
palunmiators  aflert,  fuch  are  the  means  by  which  they  en-^ 
courage  the  French  to  make  the  attempt.     After  they  h^ve. 
by  rheir  own  lies  induced  the. enemy  to  judge  unfavourably 
of  the  temper  of  man/,  people  here,  they  turn  round  and 
impute  the  blame  of  encouragement  to  thofe  againll  whoo^ 
they  forge  the  original  calumny,  at^d  afcribe  to  us  thofe 
impreifioos  of  the  enemy  which  they  have  occafioned,     Bpt 
in  cafe  of  invafion,  who  would  be  the  men.  from  3vbom  the- 
Dircaory  might  flatter  themfejves  with  affiftance  ?  Would  i 
it  no:  be  from  thofe  n)/:an  fycophants  of  power  who  readily., 
aod  fcrvilely  follow  every  change,  who  have  alternately  been 
the  creatures  of  ev^ry  ope  in  authority^  and  whofe  loyalty 
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It  ibe  blind  \ntkw€t  that  crouches  to  the  rod, 
And  licfci  the  foot  that  treads  it  iii  the  dull ! 

Every  man  in  the  country  muft  know  that  if  the  French 
vrere  to  fucceed  we  (hould  be  the  moil  degraded  and  abfolute 
flaves  that  ever  exided*  No  man  can  believe  that  thofe  who 
oppofe  Adminiftration  could  for  a  moment  abet  the  defigns 
of  an  invading  enemy.  WM  then  can  we  think  of  Mi- 
tiift^rs,  when  we  fee  them  encouraging  thefe  bafe  calumnies  ? 
What  (hall  we  think,  when  we  fee  them  holding  out  a  per- 
fbn  whom  no  man  could  fufped  of  difloyalty  to  his  Sove- 
leign,  or  treachery  to  his  country^  as  unfit  to  be  trufted  with 
,  arms  for  their  defence.  Of  this  fubjeS,  however,  it  would 
be  irregular  to  fay  more  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  it  would 
more  naturally  form  a  feparate  x:onfideration.  Yet  fuch 
calumnies  as  this  did  the  creatures  of  Minifters  indudriouily 
propagate,  and  I  mention  them  only  to  (hew  that  no  man 
can  take  anjf  (hai-c  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Admini- 
ilration,  without  being  in  this  manner  iligmatized.  For 
my  own  part,  though  I  never  fliall  contribute  to  prefcrve 
his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  in  office,  I  will  exert  every 
effort  in  repelling  invafion  from  our  coads.  I  (hall  wait 
only  my  Sovereign's  command  to  take  arms  to  defend  my 
country,  anxious  to  mingle>  placed  in  the  foremoft  ranks, 
in  the  poft  of  danger,  and  in  the  hotteft  of  the  battle. 
'Though  I  conceive  there  can  be  no  more  decided  enemy  to 
his  king  and  country  than  the  prefent  Minifter,  I  (hould 
fufpend  all  difierence  of  opinion  till  the  hoftile  attack  was 
repelled.  If  I  return  fafe,  faid  his  Grace,  I  (hould  return 
with  the  fame  abhorrence  of  his  principles  and  deteftation 
of  his  conduA,  and  vow  eternal  enmity  to  his  fyftem.  If 
ever  I  contraft  any  alliance  with  any  Adminiftration  upon 
any  other  bafts  but  that  which  I  have  ilefcribed ;  or  join  any 
fet  of  .men  upon  public  principles  different  from  thofe  I 
,  'have  profelled — may  the  bittereil  execration  of  mankind  be 
my  portion,  the  juft  indignation  of  my  country  purfue  me, 
Qnd  may  my  Creator  pour  down  his  curfes  on  my  apoftate 
head! 

As  the  Duke  was  much  exhauftcd  with  fpeaking  fo  long, 
and  the  Addrefs  was  extremely  copious,  his  reading  it  was 
difpenfed  with,  and  it  was  read  by|  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  afterwards  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe* 

The  Addrefs  was  as  follows : — 

That 
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That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prcfented  to  hU  Majcfty,  moft  hUknUy  la 
reprcfeni,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  the  prefent  mo* 
inent,  hisMajefty*B  Miniftenhave  had  all  the  advantages  that  could  b* 
derived  from  the  eniirc  confidence  and  fupport  of  Parliament  $— that  this 
coQ&dence  and  fupport  hajrt  given  them  the  unlimited  command  and  dif- 
pofal  of  the  power  and  revenue  of  thefe^kingdomsj— <bat  profufcjy  furniih* 
ed  with  means  to  obtain  fuccefs,  the  Councils  which  havp  had  the  direc-^ 
tion  of  this  po^er*  and  the  application  of  thefe  refources,  have  been  at- 
tended with  no  tSitSt  bnt  to  exalt  France  to  her  prefent  formidable  great- 
nefs,  and  in  the  (ame  proportion  to  impair  the  relative  Htuatlon  of  Great 
Britain,  to  cxpolc  her,  with  reduced  ftrength  and  diminithed  re(burcts>  to 
aJI  thoie  dangers  which  it  was  alledged  could  be  averted  only  by  an  early 
andfuccrfsfol  combination  to  refift  the  principles,  as  well  as  the  powec,  of 
the  French  Government }  and  .after  an  unavailing  expence  of  blood  and 
iveafure,  to  compel  his  Majefty^s  Minifters  to  open  a  negociation  for  Peace 
by  a  total  dectlidion  of  all  the  principles  on  which  the  War  was  (aid  to  be 
unavoidable,  and  by  fubmitting  to  abandon  thofe  fafeguards.and  defences 
which,  in  the  early  periods  of  hoftilities,  were  infifted  on  as  abfolutely  in » 
dirpcnlMble  to  the  fecuiityc^  thefe  kingdoms. 

That  without  looking  back  to  the  caules  of  war,  or  inquiring  whethe. 
it  might,  or  might  not,  have  been  avoided,  charges  which  may  hereafter 
he  brought  againft  thole  perfons  who  originally  advifed  his^Majefty  not  to 
acknowledge  theReptiblic  of  France,  nor  to  liften  to  any  tenns  of  accom- 
modation, we  think  it  our  duty  hombly  to  lay  before  his  Majeily  the  {itu« 
ation  in  whica  we  arc  now  placed. 

We  are  awed  by  the  refult  of  the  war  itfelf,  and  ailoniihed  at  the  conclu- 
£on  drawn  from  it  by  his  Majeily *s  Minifters,  who  with  all  the  means  of 
vigorous  attack  have  reduced  us  to  a  ftate  of  precarious  defence,  yiet  (lill 
have  the  confidence  to  aflert,  that  in  the  fame  Councils,  which  have  proved 
(6  incompetent  in  profperity  to  diie£l  with  advantage  the  affairs  of  the  na- 
tion, the  beft  oirans  are  to  be  found  of  relief  and  fecurity  in  our  prefent 
difficulty  and  diftrefs,  and  that  we  are  ftijl  to  kwk  to  them  alone  for  the 
attainment  of  a  (afe  and  honourable  Peace. 

That  this  Koufe  and  every  Member  of  it,  is  ready  to  provide  for  a  vi- 
gorous defcDce  of  the  country,  and  will  not  ihrink  from  any  perfonal  diffi- 
culty or  danger  that  may  attend  the  performance  of  this  duty --that  what- 
tvsr differences  may  exiff  with  regard  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  ovir 
itteon]  Government,  we  are  detenaioed  and  unanimous  in  our  refolutiou 
(s refift  all  foivign  interference.  But  inftruAed  as  we  are  by  a  long  feries  of 
fnBl9,  and  ceqrcftedby  experience,  we  are  bound  by  our  duty,  and  com^ 
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ydipdhy  nweffity,  to  fubmit  to  hit  Majefty  our  humble  opinion,  that  the 
fituatioD  of  the  country  it  too  critical,  and  the  dangers  that  foiround  it  iit 
too  ftrious  to  admit  of  any  further  trial  of  the  fame  Councils  whidj  hare 
conftantly  failed,  or  of  the  fameperfons  forwhoft  continuance  in  office, 
notwithftanding  the  heavy  and  unanfwered  charges  which  hav^  been  brongfit 
sgainft  them,  even  themfelves  have  nothing  to  plead  but  a  fetUo  wuv^tling 
rectitude  of  intention,  conftantly  overpowered  by  tbefuperior  policy  snd  vi- 
gour  of  the  enemy,  or  a  pretended  appteheniion  equally  falfe  and  maGgnant 
Dfthedefigns  and  principles  of  thofe  whom  his  MajeHy  might  appoint  to 
ilicceedthem  in  the  Admin iilration  of  public  affairs  s  as  if  in  th«  prefent 
Cabinet  were  to  be  found  the  only  efficient  peribns  who(e  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  the  Conftitution  were  free  from  all'  fufpicion  and  doubt. 

That,  lamenting  as  we  do,  the  failure  of  the  late  Negociations  for  Peace, 
we  beicech  his  Majefty  ferioufly  to  reflect,  whether,  when  conduced  by  his 
pre(ent  Miiiifters,  there  could  be  any  reaibnabie  hope  of  their  fuccefs.  We 
have  not  forgotten  their  haughty  and  fupercilious  rejedion  of  all  offers  of 
accommodation  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hoftilittes,  and  we  too 
wvQ  remember  the  terms  of  inveterate  and  irreconcileable  enmity  on  which 
the  conteft  was  placed  at  the  outfet,  and  on  which  it  has  ever  fince  heth 
conduced,  to  hope  for  any  conciliatory  difpbfitioti  between  the  enemy  and 
the  original  advUers  of  the  wai^^we  cannot  be  rorprifcd  that  iafOfWtatt 
which  may  now  he  made  by  his  Majelfy*s  MiniArrs,  aftet  having  Wilfully 
neglected  or  iniblenily  refufed  every  fkvourableopportuxiitybfNtfgociationr 
Ihould  be  received  as  an  acknowledgment  of  weaknefs  and  diftrefs,  rather 
than  as  a  proof'of  a  finceredifpofition  to  Peace. 

Further  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  (kuation  of  the  Country  is 
In  all  refpefls  pregnant  with  dangers  unknown  at  any  former  period,  our 
domeflic  diflrefs  is  great  and  is  houHy  increafing )  the  principles  of  our 
free  ConfUtution  have  been  violated,  and  ibme  of  the  raoft  eflential  (ecuri> 
ties  of  our  liberties  deftroyed  j  the  connexion  with  our  fifter  Kingdom  is 
threatened  with  diflblution,  and  all  the  foundations  of  our  iinportancc  and 
power  in  Europe  are  rendered  precarious  and  uncertain.  -To  extricate  us 
fromfuch  difficulties  requires  much  fortitude  and  wifdomj  forthefe  qua- 
lities  we  cannot  look  to  his  Majefty*s  prelent  advifcrs  j  under  them  we 
cannot  hope  for  a  fuccefsful  pro&cution  of  the  war,  ftill  lefs  for  the  con- 
eluCon  of  a  fecure  and  equitable  peace. 

We,  therefore,  fubmit  thi%  our  humble  repreicQtation  to  bis  Majeffr^ 
tnifting  that  his  Majefly  will  fee,  as  we  do,  the  uigent  and  indlfpenfabie 
neceffity  of  employing  other  perfont,  and  of  adopting  other  Councils. 


ItlAi.  14.]  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.  1 1  j 

Lord  Baringdan  faid,  that  the  propofition  which  had  been 
juft  brought  fonvard  by  th^  uoble  Duke  was  of  a  mod  plain 
and  Gmple  nature^  at  the  fame  time  tnat  he  thought  it  of  the 
utoiod  importanc^y  for  upon  their  Lcrdihips  rejection  or 
adoption  of  it  depended  in  his  mind  the  independence  of  the 
country,  and. the  exiftence  of  the  conditution.  He  thought 
therefore,  that  no  great  degree  of  apology  could  be  required 
from  him  for  requeuing  the  attention  of  the.HouCe,  and  for 
taking  the  eartiell  opportunity  of  entering  hisproteir  ngainft 
the  adoption  of  a  meafure  which  appeared  pregnant  with 
fuch  deep  and  ferious  calamity.  He  had  no  intention  of  cn« 
tering  into  all  the  various  topicks  which  had  been  brought 
forward  in  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Duke.  There  were  fome 
however  which  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  altogetbei*  to 
pa(s  ov^r  in  filence-  It  might  not  be  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  the  noble  Duke  throughout  his  obfcrvations  upjn  the 
prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  had  wholly  abftaincd  from 
fpeaking  of  it  as  with  tefpcdl  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe  ; 
he  had  left  their  Lordftiips  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  flate 
of  their  profperity  and  vigour ;  he  had  made  no  cdmparifon 
between  them  i\pd  us,  and  might  therefore  be  fairly  confider- 
edas  having  given  the  Houfe  a  very  incomplete  and/inade- 
quate  idea  of  the  real  fituation  of  this  country,  efiimated  as 
that  Gtuation  always  had  been,  apid  always  in  reafon  mud  be, 
by  the  confideration  of  its  relation  to  the  other  powers  of 
Europe.  He  faid,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  omif- 
lion,  of  which  he  complained,  was  altogether  the  cffcfi  of  in- 
advertence. It  was  impoflible  for  their  Lordfhips  not  to 
know  what  muft  have  been  the  impreflion  arifing  out  of  fuch 
a  difcuflion.  It  was  impoflible  for  the  Houfe  to  be  ignorant  . 
that  fuch  a  difquifition  muft  have  had  the  infallible  efFedl  of 
raifmg  in  their  minds  an  honeft  pride  at  the  fuperiority  of 
our  own  fituation,  at  the  unrivalled  blefllngs  that  wc  enjoy- 
ed, and  at  the  dignified  ftation  which  we  held  in  the  eyes  of 
all  thofe  who  looked  with  horror  to  the  dominion  of  foreign 
tyranny ;  and  to  .whom,  Religion,  Liberty,  and  Law  were 
ftill  objects  of  veneration  and  love.  Had  the  noble  Duke 
ilatod  the  fituation  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  of  the  Spa- 
niA  Monarchy,  or  of  the  Neutral  Maritime  Powers,  or  had 
be  talked  of  the  tranquility  of  Italy  or  Swii/Terland.  or  had 
he  ejcpatiated  on  the  happinefs  enjoyed  even  in  the  French 
Republic,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  not  to  have  known,  that 
adverting  to  fuch  topics  would  have  had  the  cfFeA  of  raifirig 

Q,  the 


rT4  WOODFALI/S  PAftUAMEKtATlY  RWOHTS.  [Lcivl* 

Oie  general  opinion  in  which  the  Hoiife  kni  the  })ublk  held 
thofe  MiniAenr,  who,  amid  fuch  a  general  wreck  of  Empires, 
had  by  ttieir  talents  been  able  to  preferve  to  this  ftate  a  de* 
gree  of  vigour  and  profperity,   which  in  no  former  period 
had  ever  been  exceeded.     If  fuch  a  fum  as  164  millions  had 
been  iidded  to  the  public  debt,  together  with  all  thofe  other 
Calamities  which  had  been  fo  eloquently,  and  he  might  add 
fo  carefully,  enumerated  by  the  Noble  Duke  during  a  period 
of  general  tranquility,  in  Aich  cafe  he  fhould  have  confidered 
the  Minifters,  tmder  whofe  reign  it  had  happened,  not  only 
Weak  and  Wicked,  bat  the  fylVem  purftfed  by  them  xadically 
bad ;  but  the  contrary  was  the  faS  ;  that  debt,  and  thofe  ca- 
lamities, light  as  they  were  when  balanced  with  thofe  «]C- 
peridficcd  by  other  countries,  l^d  been  the  natural,  the  ine- 
vitable confequences  of  a  war  which  had  de(olated  the  reft 
of  Europe.     The  noble  Duke  had  profefled  in  the  beginning 
of  his  fpeech  his  intention  of  avoiding  the  confideration  of 
the  objcft  of  the  war,  yet  he  could  not  forbear  infinuating 
that  we  were  the  aggreffors ;  but  he  'was  perfuaded,  whoever 
would  refer  to  a  publication  which  had  reached  us  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  was  now,  he  was  happy  to 
find,  in  general  circulation,  would  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
injuftice  of  the  affertion.     Thte  arguments  contained  in  it 
were  fuch  as  muft  remove  the  doubts  of  every  perfon  who 
would  confider  them  *.    The  noble  Duke  though  he   had 
not  pofitively  made  the  aflertion,  yet  had  pretty  clearly  infi- 
nuated  that  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  France  was  the 
bbjeft  which  England  had  in  the  war.     Thii  idea  had  liever 
*bcen  brought  forward  in  that  Houfe  without  meeting  with 
an  inftant  contradidion,  and  he  trufted  it  never  would  be  ;   it 
was  an  objefl  he  thought  no  lefs  contradiflory  to  the  general 
and  implied  law  of  nations,  than  it  was  abhorrent  from  the 
principles  and  feelings  of  the*Briti(h  nation  ;  \he  rnfinuatron 
of  it  therefore  was  eminently  calculated  to  exa^erate  the 
French  againfl  this  country,  and  alfo    to  miflead  and  irri* 
tate  the  people  of  England.     He  would  not  deny  that  thfe 
reftoration  of  monarchy  in  France  might  at  one  time  have 
been  confidered  as  a  means  of  peace,  though  he  would  ever 
'deny  that  it  had  ever  been  confidered  as  the  end  of  war.    He 
Taid,  that  in  confider  ing  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  Fraticc, 
as  a  poflible  means  of  peace,  and  in  takmg  advantage  of  the 
power  of  the  royrflift  party  we  had  afied  according  to  juftaiKl 
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found  paUcy  at  die  timet  and  according  to  the  geoeral  pradico 
of  civilised  nations  at  war.  Look  to  almod  all  the  wars  we 
bad  fccn  in  Europe  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  century  ^ 
had  not  almoft  in  every  one  of  them  the  principle  pf  »  fob. 
reign  nation  at  war  taking  advantage  of  oppofite  opinions  and 
parties  been  zAed  upon  and  acknowledged?  Did  Lou  is  the  1 4th 
on  the  one  hand,  and  England  and  Auftria  on  the  other,  taice 
no  pains  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  fe* 
cure  their  co-operation  in  the  war  which  is  commonly  called 
(he  fiicceflion  war  ?  Did  not  the  fame  principle  occur  again 
as  with  regard  to  the  powers  which  rcfpeflively  fupported  the 
interefts  of  Charles  VIL  and  Francis  L  as  Emperor  of  Ger- 
nuiny?  Were  the  repeated  Aicconrs  afforded  by  France  to 
James  I  (and  hisfucceirorsagainftthiscountry,  ever  con  (idered 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  ?  Be.  however,  all  this  as  it 
might,  he  had  very  high  authority  for  faying  that  the  redora* 
tion  of  monarchy  in  France  was  not  thtf  objeS  which  Eng- 
land had  in  the  war  ;  he  alluded  to  a  no  lefs  authority  th^n 
TalUen»  who  at  the  time  that  he  enjoyed  the  higheft  confi- 
deration  in  France,  and  when  he  was  aflually  invefted  with 
an  important  commiffion  in  that  country,  addreiTed  a  public 
paper  to  the  French  nation,  telling  them  <<  that  it  was  againft 
France  and  not  againll  their  Republic  that  England  was  (ight- 
ing,  and  that  if  France  was  to  declare  for  a  monarchy  to-mor- 
row, England  would  fupport  the  Republic.*'  This  was  pl^in 
and  intelligible  language,  and  could  be  fuppofed  to  mean  no« 
thing  more  or  lefs  than  that  it  is  not  for  or  againil  this  or  that 
form  of  government  in  France  that  England  will  fight, 
but  that  it  is  againft  her  gigantic  and  ambitious  pro- 
jeds  (under  whatever  form  of  government  they  may  be  at- 
tempted) that  England  ever  will  oppofe  herfclf.  He  trufted 
Mr.  Tallien  was  right,  and  that  England  would  ever  refift 
to  the  utmod  of  her  power,  that  inordinate  fyftem  of  domi- 
nion which  had  every  where  edabliihed  itfelf  on  the  nefarious 
and  almoft  undifguifed  abandonment  of  every  principle  which 
had  hitherto  been  fupppfed  to  bind  the  a£lions  of  dates  o;-  in- 
dividuals. Upon  another  fubjed  of  the  Noble  Duke's  fpeech, 
namely  the  fituatton  of  Ireland,  he  wa^  forry  to  obferve  it 
had  been  adverted  to,  without  that  drict  degree  of  delicacy 
which  the  fobjcct  feemed  to  have  demanded.  He  would  aflc 
the  noble  Duke  if  he  really  believed  any  fyftem  of  concilia- 
tion would  produce  the  effect  of  tranquilizing  Ireland  ? 
Could  it  proQUce  fuch  an  eiFeqt  in  men,  who  had  avowed  their' 
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determination  to  hear  of  nothing  but  what  caxne  frofin  them-' 
felves  ?  Sure  he  was  no  man  could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart  and 
fay,  any  conciliation  to  fuch  men  would  be  attended  with  fuc^ 
cefs.  The  noWe  Duke  had  ufed  the  ftrong  expreilion  ot  the 
numberlefs  atrocities  committed  by  the  military  in  Ireland; 
for  his  part,  he  was  much  furprized  at  the  allcnt  with  which 
accounts  of  fuch  attrocsties  were  received  in  this  country. 
A  noble  Earl,  (whom  he  was  forry  not  to  fee  iii  his  place) 
,{the  Earl  of  Moira)  had  a  few  months  ago  favoured  their  Lord- 
Ihips  with  a  long  fpeech  upon  this  fubject ;  the  Houfe  mull 
have  been  then  aware  how  afliduous  the  noble  Earl  mull  have 
been  in  collecting  the  inftances  which  he  at  that  tinie  brought 
forward ;  but  notwithftanding  his  alTiduity  it  had  fmce  turned 
out  that  he  had  been  extremely  miftaken  m  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal cafes  which  he  had  fubmittcd  to  the  Houfe.  With  re- 
gard to  conciliation,  itfclf,  no  body  could  be  more  friendly  to 
it  than  he  was ;  but  he  thought  that  if  the  Irifti  legiflature 
were  now  to  adopt  the  two  meafures  which  were  commonly 
comprehended  under  the  term  conciliation,  that  no  poflible 
gooil  could  refult  from  it. 

With  refpect  to  the  charge  of  Miniders  wifhing  to  defpo- 
liate  the  leffer  Powers  of  Europe,  to  aggrandize  the  greater, 
it  was  unfounded ;  neither  Spain  nor  Holland  came  under 
that  defcription.  But  fee  what  tranfpired  in  the  intercourfe 
between  I^ord  Malmefbury  and  De  la  Croix.  The  propofal 
for  facrificing  the  Ecclefiaftiqal  States  of  the  empire,  on  an 
equivalc^nt  for  Belgium,  came  avowedly  from  the  latter. 
How  then  could  fuch  a  charge  apply  to  minifters? 

After  three  months  notice,  had  the  noble  Dxike  propo{cd 
to  the  Houfe  to  addrefs  his  Majcily  to  remove  from  his  coun- 
cils thofe  who  at  prefcnt  prefided  over  them  ;  in  doing  this 
he  called  upon  their  Lordfhips  fo  obliterate  from  their  me- 
mories the  recolleSion  of  all  the  former  fervices  of  thofe  mi- 
Tiifters ;  to  forget  that  to  them  this  couniiy  was  indebted  for 
the  advantageous  commercial  treaty  with  France,  in  the  year 
1788  ;  that  it  was  to  them  we  owed  the  improvements  which 
the  jurisprudence  of  the  country  had  derived  from  the  powers 
given  to  Juries,  and  from  the  decifioa  of  the  queftion  re- 
fpcAing  the  abatement  of  impeachments ;  thatto  their  exer- 
tions and  abilities  we  were  indebted  for  the  introdudion  of  that 
admirable  fyftem  of  finance  which  had  raifed  the  public  funds^ 
previous  to  the  year  1793,  to  the  extraordinary  pitch  at 
M^lich  they  had  arrived :    a  fyftem  which^  by  its  operatioa 
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Snce  that  period,  had  preCerYed  the  national  independence 
of  the  country,  ftrengthened  its  comnserce,  and  fecured  its 
freedom.  This  was  not  all :  the  Noble  Duke  had  called 
upon  the  Houfe  to  do  this,  at  a  period  when  the  fufpenfion 
of  th^  powers-  of  Government  ,  even  for  a  week,  mdft  be 
of  the  mod  ferious  confequences--^'at  a  time  when  a  confpi* 
racy  exided  againft  all  the  old  governments  of  the  earth — at 
a  time  when  the  power  and  the  animofity  of  the  enemy  we^e 
equally  increafed ;  when  common  fpoils  would  not  fatisfy 
Her ;  when  (he  was  a^ually  at  our  gates,  )vhen  her  language 
yvsis  clear  and  decided 

«« .  A^lura  inquit"  nihil  eft^  nifi  Prcno  militc  portat 
Fvangimus,  ell  media  vexi Hum  pono  iubnita.'" 

This,  he  faid,  was  precifely  the  moment  when  the  Noble 
Diike  bad  recommended  to  the  Houfe  to  addrefs  the  King 
to  change  the  whole  Executive  Government  of  the  coiintry. 
For  himfelf  he  never  entertained  the  idea  that' the  exiitence 
of  the  Britifh  Conftitution  depended  on  any  one  man,  or  oh 
any  particular  fet  of  men  ;  but  this  he  did  believe,  that  under 
the  prefent  circumftanccs,  the  cxiftence  of  the  Britifli  Con- 
ftitution would  be  highly  endangered  by  the  committal  of  the 
Executive  Government  to  men,  whofe  ideas  of  parliamen- 
tary reform,  and  whofe  fuppofcd  connexion  with  affiliated 
focieties,  muft  neceffarily  have  the  cfFedl  of  weakening  our 
means  of  national  defence,  and  of  creating  and  inciting  fpo- 
culation  and  difunion  throughout  every  part  of  the  Kingdom. 
Their  Lordfhips,  he  faid,  were  wholly  imacquainted  with 
the  fyftem  on  which  this  new  Government  would  aft.     Se- 
veral of  the  pcrfons  mod  likely  to  compofe  it  had  virtually 
declared  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  no  longer  the  repre- 
(entatives  of  the  people/    Would  they  condcfcend  to  refume 
their  feats  in  that  affembly  ?  and  would  the  iirft  a6is  of  their 
government  be  propofed  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament, 
or  uihered  into  the  world  through  any  other  channel  ?  In 
ihort  their  lordfhips  were  wholly  ignorant  wHat  might  be 
their  plans  and  intentions— they  knew  not  how  far  in  their 
ilefire  of  obtaining  a  nominal  -  peace  with  France  they  might 
intend  to  humble  this  country  at  the  feet  of  that  power ;  they 
knew  not  how  far  they  might  wilh  to  extend  the  reforma- 
tion of  Parliament  (fince  of  ibe  ninety-five  who  voted  for  that 
meafure  laftyear,  it  was  notorious  that  many  of  them  differed 
moft  materially  from  each  other)  and  they  knew  not,    but 
bcTc  indeed,  he  obferved  the  ignorance  was  common  to  the 

other 
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Other  fide  of  ^  the  Houfe  alfo,  how  far  they  might  te  earrM 
hepnd  their  inientidns  in  the  profecutton  of  this  favourite  ob- 
jcd  of  radical  refn'm. 

The  Duh  bf  Betford  in  explanation  faid,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Addrefs  could  not  have  the  efFed  fuppofed  by  the- 
Koble  Lord.  He  had,  in  his  fpeech,  ftrongly^  tormally,  and 
diftin£IIy  ftated,  that  it  was  not  the  objea  of  the  Addrefs» 
that  if  the  prefent  Minifters  were  now  removed;  they  muft 
neceflarily  be  fu<iceeded  by  others,  who  were  determined  upon 
radical  reft^rm  in  Parliament.  What  he  fuggefted  was,  that 
if  there  were  men  of  integrity  and  talents  in  that  Houfe 
atKl  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  might  not  think  Par- 
liamentary Reform  immediately  neceflary,  but  who  might 
conceive  they  would  difcharge  their  duty  by  endeavouring 
to  procure  peace  with  France,  and  conciliating  Ireland,  ho 
ihould  be  happy  to  eive  fuch  men  his  fupport. 

L^rd  Holldnd  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows. — My  Lords^ 
if  it  were  poflfible  for  me  to  be  furprifed  at  any  thing  that 
comes  fsom  thofe  Noble  Lords  who  have  efpoufed  the  caufe» 
and  defended  the  condud  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters, 
\  muft  be  aftoniflied  at  fome  of  the  aflfertions  of  my  noble 
Friend  who  has  fpoken  againft  the  Addrefs  moved  by  mjr. 
Noble  Friend  and  Relation.  That  the  country  is  in  a  ftate 
of  unprecedented  calamity  and  diftrefs,  is  a  propofition 
whkh  I  thought  till  this  night,  no  man  could  have  been  hard]^ 
enough  to  deny.  To  me  it  appears,  that  our  calamities  and 
^ftrefs  are  fo  great,  and  the  dangers  that  menace  the  coniv- 
try  from  the  prefent  war,  are  of  fuch  number  and  magni- 
tude, that  I  am  aftoniflied  how  any  one  can  be  thoughtlefs 
or  fanguine  enough  to  think,  that  there  is  the  fmalleft  hope  of 
a  fuccefsfuT  ifliiip,  particularly  under  the  Adminiftration  of 
thofe  whofe  raftmefs  firft  brought  the  nation  into  the  War, 
and  vrhofe  impotence  and  incapacity  have  rendered  that  war 
more  than  any  other  (faameful  anddifaftrous.  TheNobleLord 
though  he  boafts  of  the  dignified  ftate  of  this  country  as  com* 
pared  with  others  in  Europe,  admits  neverthelefs,  that  the 
time  is  pregnant  with  danger.  If  then  we  do  ftand  in  that 
perilous  iituation,  if  we  are,  as  the  Noble  Lord  fays,  threa- 
tened by  a  confpiracy ;  if  the  enemy  is  at  our  gates ;  are  we 
not  in  a  fitnation  which  requires  the  ailiftance  of  men  of  ta- 
lents, fortitude,  and  vigour  ;  and  which  calls  upon  this 
Houfe  to  withdraw  their  fupport  from  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters,  who  have  exhibited  through  the  whole  of  their 
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Miniilerial  office  a  t«>tsil  waot  of  capacttj  and  vigour ;  m4 
whoy  from  the  nature  of  their  conduct  in  the  courfe  of  thi$ 
war,  have  not  only  involved  the  country  in  calamity  and  dan* 
ger^  but  rendered  themfelves  incapable  of  ever  extricating 
k  again*  It  may  feem  ftrange,  my  Lords,  that  I,  whp 
muft  be  confcious  of  my  own  inexperience  and  deikiency^ 
impeach  tjhus  the  underllanding  of  men  who  are  allowed  xq 
have  among  them  much  talents.  That  they  have  great  talents, 
I  readily  admit ;  but  that  thole  talents  they  poflefs  are  fitted 
for  the  prefent  times,  I  take  the  liberty  to  deny  ; 

**  Nod  tali  aoxilioy  nee  defcnibribut,  iftis*  / 

Lofty  declamation  without  energy ;  boaftful  eloquence  with* 
out  vigour  ;  cunning  without  wifdom ;  feeble  efforts  or  tenhi- 
porifing  expedients,  will  never  refcue  this  country  from  the 
dangers  which  prefs  upon  it  from  all  parts.     On  the  origin 
of  the  war,  1  (hail  offer  a  few  remarks,  fmce  they  have  been 
touched  upon  by  the  Noble  Baron  who  has  fpoken  againft 
tlie  motion.     Although  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  GredVille)  took 
upon  himfelf  to  lebuke  me  on  a  former  night  for  the  feoti*- 
anents  I    had  avowed  on  that   fubjed,  I  will  not  be  de- 
ferred or  amofed  from  my  purpofe  of  repeating  them  AOWi. 
The  Laws  and  Conftitution  give  me  a  power  to  fpeak,  to 
offer  my  advice  and  opinion  as  a  Peer  in  this  Houfe,  and  ( 
have  aright  to  make  ufe  of  all  the. materials  in  my  poITeffion* 
'T'ncnoblc  Lord  has  dented  that  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy 
in  France  was theprimary  objcd of  the  war,  and  has  given 
the  authority  of  Tallien,  who,  in  a  public  paper  avowed 
that  it  was  not  the  Republic,  but   France,  againft  which 
England  waged  war.     This,   my  Lords,    was  at  one  time 
true,  and  at  another  falfe,  juft  as  it  happened  to  fuit  the  oc- 
cafional  views  of  Minifters.     Your  Lordfliips  know  what 
ivere  the  doArines  which  were  laid  down*  by  a  celebrated 
Oentleman,  now  deceafed,  whofe  talents  1  admired,  whofc 
▼irtues  I  revered,  and  whofe  memory  I   refpeft.    T  mean 
Mr.  Burke.     That  great  man  maintained  that,  without  the 
reftoration  x>f  a  Monar<ihy  of  fome  form  or  other  in  France  ; 
there  was  tio  fecurity  for  Europe.     My  Lords,  it  is  to  the 
confuCon  of  thofe  two  dodrines  we  are  to  attribute  all  the 
errors  and  all  the  calamities  of  the  war ;  for  while  Mt.  Burke 
urged  the  ncceffity  of  overturning  the  Rep\iblic,  Minifters 
ihoDght  that  a  proper  pretext  and  a'  fit  opportunity  to  attack 
France;  and  thus  unhappily  contrived  to  enlift  every  man 
in  France,  whether  Republican  or  Loyalift,  againft  them, 

and 
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i  and  to  irritafe  and  inflame  them  againft  this  country.    By 

this  confufion  of  principle,  by  the  duplicity  of  their  conduS, 

'  and  by  the  obvious  treachery  of  their  views,   did  the  alliesf 

cnlift  not  only  the  intcrefts,  but  the  natural  vanity  of  France 

I  agatnftjthemyfothat  every  individual  in  that  country  felt  it 

to  be  his  principle  and  his  duty  to  refid,  an  infamous  com- 
btbation  of  princes,,  who  commenced  the  war  by  fwindling, 

j  '    and  ended  it  in  blunders  and  difgrace.     With  views  fuch  as 

J  thefe  the  war  commenced ;  England  being  at  that  time,  as 

has  been  (tated,  in  a  condition  of  unexampled  profperity. 
That  all  the  objeds  which  Government  had  in  view» 
whether  ihofe  fo  ably  enforced  by  Mr.  Burke  on  one 
hand,  or  the  indefinite  views  of  the  Minidcr  on  the  otber> 
have  completely  failed,  cannot  be  denied;,  neither  can  it  be 
overlooked  that  France,  at  the  commencement  of  the  conteft^ 
had  every  imaginable  difficulty  to  encounter.  Have  I  not 
then  a  right  to  fay  ^that  this  country,  flourifhing  a^it  was^ 
found  it  impoflible  to  check  the  progrefs  of  France,  crippled 
and  deprefled ;  and  it  is  not  fair  to  prefume  that  titch  mif- 
carriages,  fo  uniformly  happening  to  every  plan  of  Minifters, 
can  only  be  owing  to  their  total  want  of  talents  and  capacity 
as  Statefmen?  They  fet  out  with  a  very  confident  promife 
that  the  war  would  be  ihort  in  duration  ;  it  has  turned  out 
otherwife,  and  it  is  natural  enough  for  them  to  plead,  and 
-  may  be  candid  for  us  to  admit,  that  fo  far  they  were  in  error ; 
but  if  a  long  feries  of  adrion  is  found  to  be  but  one  long  fe- 
ries  of  error — if  in  a  period  of  fix  years  changing  from  prin- 
ciple to  principle,  and  (hifting  from  expedient  to  expedient, 
they  are  found  not  to  have  been  even  once  right,  am  I  not 
juftified  in  faying  that  they  have  neither  talents,  vigour,  nor 
capacity,  and  ought  to  be  difmifled  in  order  to  give  place  to 
meh  better  qualified  to  govern  the  country  in  the  arduous 
and  dangerous  conteft  in  which  we  are  involved  by  their  fol- 
ly and  wickednefs.  But,  fays  a  noble  Lord,  "  this  would  be 
ingratitude.  This  would  be  to  difmifs  men  who  have  ren- 
dered great  fervices  to  the  country,  and  raifed  its  finances  to 
a  ftate  of  unprecedented  affluence  and  profperity."  But  (halL 
fuch  a  paltry  evafion  be  deemed  a  juftificatfon  of  their  having 
deftroyed  the  finances  of  the  country  ?  Let  Minifters  reftorc 
the  finances  even  to  the  fituation  in  which  they  ftood  at  the 
period  previpus  to  their  boafted  fervices !  I  Not  only  have 
they  undone  what  they  themfelvcs  did,  but  all  that  had. been 
done  before  their  time?.  Are  we  to  allow  this  in  ju&ification  , 
of  their  mifcondudl !  Arc  .we,  out  of  gratitude  /or  a.fmaU 

benefit 
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benefit  fuppofed  to  be  done  in  time  of  peace,  to  overlook  the 
moft  unjuftifiable  mifcondufl  of  Miniflers,  and  devote  the 
country  to  them  and  ruin  in  time  of  war  ? 

My  Lordsi,  it  is  impoflible  but  you  muft  remember  that, 
at  the  beginning  of  every  Seflion,  the  Minifter  has  faid  to 
Parliament,  "  There  is  your  expences  for  this  year  :"  and 
that  invariably  and  conftantly  the  fum  has  been  doubled  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  Seflion.  This  is  called  "  an  unforefeen 
accident.'*  Subfidies  were  unexpededly  found  to  be  necef* 
fary,  and  the  ordinary  mode  of  fupply  was  departed  from. 
Thofe  were  as  unlucky  and  as  wrong  as  all  other  parts  of 
the  Minifler's  politics,  and  here  too  they  plead  e^ror ;  but 
can  they  fay  that  they  were  n6t  cautioned  againd  thofe  fub* 
fidies  ?  were  there  no  men  eminent  for  virtue  and  talents, 
-who  predided  at  the  time,  that  the  fubfidized  powers  would 
defert  the  alliance,  and  that  the  meafures  of  the  nation  be 
fquandered  in  vain  ?  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  defertion  of 
Pruflia,  becaufe  it  is  now  fo  long  known,  and  indeed  was 
from  the  beginning  fo  obvious,  that  it  muft  be  familiar  to 
your  Lord(hips ;  but  Auftria  was  fubfidized ;  and  Sardinia 
was  fubfidized  to  carry  on  the  war.  Holland  did  not  dedre 
our  interference,  and  all,  as  they  began,  fo  they  continued 
to  carry  on  the  war  merely  becaufe  this  country  perfuaded 
them  to  crrry  it  on.  But  happy  would  it  have  been  for  this 
country  if  Minifters,  inftead  of  fubfidizing  thofe  powers  to 
carry  on  the  war,  had  allowed,  or  even  fubfidized  them  to 
make  peace;  it  may  have  been  juflifiable  in  them  to  fubfi- 
dize  Pruilia  to  make  peace,  but  it  was  mod  unfortunate  that 
Auftria  was  not  perfuaded  to  make  peace  before  Belgium  was 
loft.  When  Sardinia,  in  return  for  our  fubfidy,  made  a  peace 
with  France,  it  was  "  an  unforefeen  accident."  Every 
failure  of  thfe  Minifter's  waa  **  an  unforefeen  accident."  In* 
deed  they  were  the  moft  unfortunate  Minifters  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  their  unforefeen  accidents  that  ever  cxifted.  A 
noble  Marquis  (the  Marquis  of  Lanfdownj  in  words  which  I 
had  not  the  pleafure  to  hear,  but  which,  it  truly  reported,  in 
my  opinion  equalled  any  that  have  ever  been  uttered  in 
this  Houfe  for  wifdom  and  prefcience,  once  faid,  that  the 
allies,  by  their  condud  in  the  war,  would  eftablifli  a  mi- 
litary republic  in  the  heart  of  Europe — and  fo  it  turned  out. 
Was  that  an  unforefeen  accident  ^  No,  not  unforefeen. 
Admitting  that  it  could  be  termed  unfortunate,  and  that  all 
the  mtfcondod  of  the  war  could  be  confidered  as  no  worfe 
than  unfortunate,  it  does  not  alter  the  grounds  of  my  noble 
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Friend's  motion,  for  if  the  mcafures  of  any  particular  fet  of 
men  happen  to  be  unfortunate,  i^  is  good  and  fuflicient 
grounds  fordifmiffing  them,  fince  very  good  or  very  bad  for- 
tune have  ,a  very  impreflive  efFeft  on  the  minds  of  men. 

My  Lords,  1  (hall  now  trouble  you  with  a  few  obferva- 
tions  on  the  very  important  fubjeft  of  Ireland.     A  noble 
Lord,  in  anfwer  to  my  noble  Friend's  propofal  for  concilia- 
tion, has  a(ked  if  any  one  will  put  his  hand  to  his  heart,  and 
fay  that  conciliation  would  produce  the  efFeft  of  tranquilliz- 
ing that  country  ?  I  afk,  will  any  one  put  his  hand  to  his 
heart,  and  fay  that  coercion  will  produce  it  ?  Can  any  one 
point  out  a  fingle  inftance  of  fuch  an  efFcR  having  been 
produced  by  fuch  means  in  fuch  circumftances.     Has  the 
war  with  France,  or  has  that  with  America,  both  of  which 
infpired  their  advocates  with  the  mod  fanguine  and  prefump- 
tuous  hopes,  given  reafon  to  put  any  confidence  in  coercion  ? 
My  Lords,  1  can  put  my  hand  to  my  heart,  and  fay,  that  I 
am  perfuaded  his  Majefty's  prcfent  Minifters  cannot  tran- 
quilli'i^  that  country  even  by  conciliation.     How  can  they 
conciliate  whofe  conceflions  are  always  known  to  be  the 
conceilions  of  weaknefs  and  of  fear;  who  refufe  to  fuppli- 
cation  what  they  grant  to  menace  ;  who  not  only  in  the  cafe 
of  France,  but  even  in  that  of  the  mutinies  at  Portfmouth 
and  the  Nore,  and  of  the  grants  to  Ireland,  never  concedecl 
that  which  they  had  not  before  refufed;  and  who  never 
granted  even  to  the  Irifli  (the  few  fragments  of  whofe  nau- 
tical hiftory  left  to  us  prove  to  be  the  moft  generous  people 
upon  earth)  any  thine  without  ftruggle  and  refinance.   And 
thus,  my  Lords,  the  Rulers  of  France  argue'  of  our  Mini- 
fters ;  and  hence  arifes  their  reludtance  to  make  peace  till 
they  can  cxaS  from  the  fear  and  fceblenefs  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  that  which  they  would  dcfpair  of  obtaining  from  any 
«ther  fet  of  men.    When  they  obferve  in  the  political  tadics 
here  the  nature  of  our  Minifter,  and  his  jealoufy  of  the 
People,  they  naturally  fay,  why  does  he  afk  for  peace  ?  Is  it 
for  the  fake  of  peace  in  its  true  fpirit  i  No ;  no  fuch  thing. 
Is  it  becaufe  he  thinks  peace  wife,  or  prudent,  or  juft?  No, 
fuch  thing  ;  but  becaufe  he  finds,  as  he  has  held  it  out,  that 
the  people  are  adverfe  to  the  war,  and  demand  a  peace  with 
a  clamour  which  can  only  be  appeafed  by  holding  out  the 
pretext  of  negociation ;  and  fpeculating  in  this  manner  on 
the  condufl  of  Minifters,  the  DireSory  withhold  that  peace, 
which,  if  any  other  men  were  our  Minifters,  they  would  feel 
it  to  be  their  intereft  to  grant  to  us.    As  to  our  negociations, 

the 
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Che  firft  propofal  made  by  Mlnifters  was,  when  Jourdan  was 
at  the  head  of  a  vidorious  army ;  but  that  ended  becaure  the 
reiloration  of  Belgium  was  made  zjint  ^ua  non.  In  this 
cafe,  the  weaknefs  of  Minifters  appeared  ;  for  they  ought  to 
have  duly  confidered^  fuily  the  probability  of  regaining  that 
country  ;  and  next,  whether  the  fum  or  money  that  might 
be  expended  in  regaining  it  would  not  be  more  than  Bel* 
gium  in  the  hands  of  Auilria  would  be  worth  to  us.  It  is 
well  known  that  in  Vienna  Belgium  was  looked  upon  as  an 
incumbrance ;  to  urge  Auftria  to  fight  for  it,  therefore,  and 
to  pay  a  fubfidy  for  that  purpofe,  1  rely  upon  it,  was  a^ual 
infanity.  To  pay  fubfidies  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining 
Belgium  as  a  fate  qua  non^  is  a  proof  of  either  fuch  incapacity 
or  fuch  infinccriiy  as  oiight  not  to  be  pardoned.  The  Bri- 
tifli  Miniffer,  who  was  fo  dignified  that  he  would  hold  no 
terms  or  intercourfe  with  the  murderers  of  the  King  of 
France,  was  found  fending  a  Plenipotentiary  over  to  crouch 
to  one  of  the  worft  of  tho^  very  murderers  ;  and  the  enemy, 
very  fagacioufly  informed  from  thence  that,  by  waiting  long- 
er, they  would  have  more  ample  conceHions  \  for  the  malus 
animus  is  no  more  dead  among  the  rulers  of  France,  than 
among  our  miniders. 

My  Lords,  Minifliers  give  out  that  they  (lay  in  office  to  keep 
out  others  who  would  be  worfe  than  themfelves.  This  I 
conceive  to  be  extremely  arrogant ;  for  is  it  not  infulting  the 
nation  at  large  to  fuggeft  that  there  are  in  it  only  two  (ets  of 
men  fit  for  the  office  \  For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  fure  there 
are  many ;  and  I  pledge  myfelf  to  fupport  any  fet  of  men 
who  will  make  the  attainment  of  peace  their  objcffc.  As 
for  reform,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  purfue  it,  as  neceffary  to 
prevent  the  fame  fyftem  from  taking  place  here,  which  pro- 
duced the  French  Revolution,  as  well  as  that  in  America. 
To  difmifs  Minifters  is  therefore  neceflfary  ;  and  I  for  my 
part  will  fupport  in  or  out  of  this  Houfe  fuch  Minifters  fup- 
plytne  ^heir  place  as  will  take  meafures  to  conciliate  Ireland. 
The  ?yftem  of  coercion  ought  to  be  given  up,  and  that  of 
conciliation  adopted  with  regard  to  Ireland'  By  concilia- 
tion I  do  not  mean  terms,  but  a  total  change  of  meafures, 
and  a  full  conceflion  to  every  juft  demand.  But  the  con- 
ceifion  of  Minifters  has  been  always  ilUtimed  or  marked 
with  weaknefs.  I  repeat  it,  my  Lords,  that  by  conciliation 
I  do  not  mean  terms,  but  a  liberal  grant  of  all  they  wi(h 
for ;  it  is  not  for  us  to  determine  for  them  what  may  be  in  our 
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opinioi^s  ft  wife  governmeot.     Every  country  has  a  right  to 
be  governed  iit  that  way  diat  makes  them  happy. 

The  Marquis  of  Dwunjbirc  faid,  vrhen  he  came  down  to 
the  Houfe  it  was  not  his  intention  to  fay  one  word,  but 
what  he  had  heard  from  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat 
down,  refpeding   Ireland,  would  not.  permit  him  to  be 
filept.     He  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  declare 
that,  in  his  opinion,  conciliation,  as  explained  by  the  noble 
Duke,  and  others,  could  never   fave   Ireland.     If  it  was 
meant  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhould  no  longer  be 
acknowledged  in  Ireland,  and  that  that, country  (hould  be  a 
province  to  France,  that  indeed  might  be  obtained  by  conci- 
liation.    He  would  declare  further,  that  it  was  the  geperal 
wiih  of  that  country  to  fland  or  fall  by  this.     But  he  was 
forry  and  afliamed  to  fay  that  there  were  perfons  in  that 
countjry  fo  bale  as  to  wiQi  to  fee  it  made  a  province  to 
France.    He  came  to  the  Hx)ufe  that  day.  thinking  it  was 
impoffible  for  any  noble  Lord  to  introduce  into  this  debate 
the  fubjedi  of  Ireland;  after  fo  plain  and  ample  a  fiato- 
ment  as  that  which  had  been  made  upon  that  fubje6l;,  not 
only  in  that  Houfe  but  alfo  in  Ireland  by  his  Majeiiy's  Mi* 
niders.     Every  fyllable  that  a  noble  Earl  had  (bited  upon 
that  meafure  had  been  contcadi£ted  by  the  ftatement  of  plain 
fa£ts.     It  appeared  that  the  doubts  of  that  noble  Lord  xe* 
fpe£ling  the  exiftence  of  a  plot  were  fully  anfwered ;  in- 
deed fo  imperfe£l  was  the  noble  Lord's  information,  that 
there  were  there,  even  in  bis  own  houfe,  people  engaged  in 
making  arms. — ^There  were  indeed  two  fets  of  people  in 
Ireland :  tlie  one  of  them  faid  they  wanted  the  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics  ;  the  other  faid  they  wanted  parliamentary 
reform — in  which  they  were  not  Ancere  ;  they  made  ufc  of 
thefe  pretexts  to  catch  the  vulgar  and  to  deceive  the  igno« 
rant.     He  was  forry  that  a  noble  Lord  of  fo  much  autho- 
rity in  that  country  and  in  this  made  ufe  of  that  do£irine  in 
his  argument,  becaufe  that  was  certainly  a  mifconception, 
as  applied  to^he  people  of  Ireland. 

Much  had  been  faid  that  night  upon  the  fubjed  of  coer- 
cion. .  He  was  ready  to  confefs  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  ef- 
jfe&  of  coercion,  although  he  liked  conceflion  when  well 
applied,  but  hot  that  fort  of  concellion  that  would  endanger 
the  ftate.  And  upon  that  fubjed  he  muft  obferve,  that 
ever  fince  our  Sovereign  afcended  the  throne,  every  conceffion 
had  been  made  that  could  be  made  towards  Ireland  \  indeed. 
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fever  fince  he  knew  the  country  the  conduA  of  the  Govern* 
fnent  had  been  that^f  granting  conceifion  after  conceffion* 
Irebmd  bad  a  free  trade,  almoft  as  free  as  that  of  Great 
Britain ;  a  trade  as  free  as  could  be  fafely  made  fo,  with  due 
regard  to  the  other  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions.  Every 
Catholic  was  free  who  chufed  to  be  fo;  that  was  to  fay,  they 
were  made  as  free  as  the  fafety  of  the  (tate  would  admit. 
Were  the  Catholics  to  have  an  equal  (bare  in  the  govern- 
ment with  the  Protcftants,  the  government  and  the  country 
would  be  loft.  He  was  more  forry  than  he  could  exprefs  at 
being  obliged  to  fay  that  coercion  was  abfolutely  neceflary  in 
Ireland,  to  check,  reftratn,  and  prevent  the  progrefs  and 
defigns  of  the  United  Irilhmen;  but  he  hoped  it  would  (lop 
their  progrefs,  and  indeed  their  effoits  were  becoming  daily 
more  and  more  feeble,  the  people  they  had  deluded  by  their 
artifice  to  join  themwere  every  day  opening  their  eyes ;  by 
this  coercion,  and  by  being  admoniihedthey  were  returning 
to  their  duty,  many  of  them  had  ac]cnowledged  ^eir  eTrot8 
and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  many  more  were  about  to 
follow  their  example,  and  many  had  given  proof  of  their 
allegiance  by  entering  into  the  army ;  and  he  trufted  they 
would  fooi>  all  be  aihamed  of  having  been  deluded  fo  long  by 
thofe  who  had  nothing  in  view,  but  to  facrifice  their  country 
to  the  ambition  of  its  enemies ;  he  muft  obferve  ftlll  further, 
that thefedifaffededperfons,  the  United  Iriihmen,  never  would 
fiave  committed  fuch  daring  atrocities  or  gone  the  length  they 
did,  had  they  not  received  fupport  from  clubs  and  focieties  of 
this  country ;  and  he  was  forry  and  aihamed  to  fay  that  too 
many  noblemen  gave  ftrength  to  thefe  perfons  and  thefe  focie- 
ties, by  belonging  to  them  y  or  if  they  did  not  belong  to  them, 
they  gave  them  their  countenance,  which  had  in  fome  re- 
fpc&s  the  fame  tffcSt.  He  was  confident  that  all  the  enor- 
mous crimes,  the  menaces  of  affaflination,  and  the  murders 
that  had  been  committed,  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  doc« 
trines  and  principles  which  had  been  diflTeminated  by  the 
emiflaries  of  the  correfponding  focieties,  and  thofe  who  had 
affiliated  themfelves  to  France.  Having  faid  this,  he  was 
prepared  to  give  his  decided  negative  to  this  Addrefs.  He 
would  not  enter  upon  the  general  arguments  of  the  noble 
^uke,  he  Ihould  merely  fay,  that  the  motion  with  which  be 
concluded,  had  only  a  tendency  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the 
people ;  and  therefore,  were  there  no  other  reafon  againft  it, 
^e  ihould  give  it  his  decided  ncigative.  * 

Lofd 
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Lord  Romnef  faid,  that  at  fo  late  an  hour  of  the  night  be 
ibould  ^ot  enter  into  the  projedt  now  liefore  their  Lordfliips, 
but  be  (hould  fay  a  few  words  upon  it,  and»  in  his  opinioQ, 
a  few  would  be  fufficieht,  becaufe  the  real  queftion  lay  in  a 
fmall  compafs.  if  their  Lordfhips  recolleded  what  paflbd  upon 
the  ftibjeft  laft  year,  they  would  be  afltfted  very  much  in 
coming  to  a  copclufion  on  the  matter  now  before  them»  for 
the  fame  point  was  then  decided  after  a  full  difcofljon,  and 
th^  qucAion  now  was,  whether  any  thing  had  happened  (ince 
that  difcufiion  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ? 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  had  obferved  that 
the  two  wars  were  owing  to  the  want  of  a  parliamentary  re- 
form. Now  he  could  lay,  for  he  was  in  Parliament  during 
the  whole  of  the  American  war,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  war 
put  an  end  to  by  Parliament,  to  the  joy  and  exultation  of  the 
whole  country,  the  American  war  was  fo  put  an  end  to. 

The  fame  noble  Lord  has  taken  notice  of  the  condu6t  of 
Miniflers  with  regard  to  the  Netherlands ,  there  might  indeed 
be  fome  difference  of  opinion  whether  the  Netherlands  ought 
to  be  made  2^Jine  qua  non ;  but  he  believed  there  was  not  a  fin- 
gle  Lord  atpong  them  all,  that  thought  the  Netherlands  were 
to  be  out  of  the  queftion. 

In  his  mind  there  was  not  the  flighted  ground  for  the  prefent 
motion,  as  Minifters  appeared  to  poBefs  the  public  opinion  as; 
much  at  this  moment  as  at  any  period  of  adminiftration.  As  to 
what  pa  (fed  laft  year,  and  what  had  paffed  fince,  and  indeed  on 
the  condudl  of  Minifters  altogether,  he  declared  that  he  expeQ- 
cd,  when  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  that  day,  a  very  different 
motion,  a  motion  of  thanks  to  minifters  inftead  of  a  motion  for 
difmifling  them.  He  declared  upon  his  honour  that  he  thought 
they  defcrved  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  as  he  believed  they  had 
the  thanks  of  the  public  for  their  ability,  their  diligence,  and  the 
care  they  took  .of  the  intercft  of  the  ftate  in  every  part  of  their 
adminiftration  during  the  courfc  of  the  prcfent  war.  He  had 
never  confidered  iliis  as  an  unfucfcefsful  war.  In  no  fpot  upon 
the  whole  globe  had  we  loft  a  fingle  point.  The  enemy,  not- 
withftanding  all  tlieir  gafconade,  were  blocked  up  in  their  own 
ports,  and  dared  not  attack  us,  eVen  within  a  league  of  their 
own  coafts,  for  they  had  not  attempted  it  at  Guernfer  or  Jer- 
fey.  What  had  been  faid  by  the  noble  Duke  of  our  Minifters 
was  more  applicable  to  the  French,  as  he  obferved  they  al- 
ways boafted  in  proportion  to  their  weaknefs  in  regard  to 
any  offenfive  operations  againft  us,  nor  did  he  fee  the  Icaft  pro- 
bability of  danger  to  us' from  any  thing  they  could  do.  He  did 
not 'like  to  hear  difpiriting  language  ufed  with  regard  to  the 

exertions 
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exertions  of  die  people  of  this  country.    He  was  fure  it  could 
do  nogoodf  but  might  do  much  mifchief.  ^We  (hould  re- 
member tbe  (itttatton  in  which  we  ftood  laft  year  when  we  had 
(b  many  domeftic  diff^cukies,   and  lb  many  domeflic  enemies. 
How  was  the  pi£lure  changed  in  that  refpe£k  ?    Thnnk  God, 
the  fatal  blow  that  threatened  the  country,  and  at  which  every 
friend  to  it  felt  ferious  alarm,  was  averted,  and  the  danger  was 
over.    We  now  faw  men  of  every  defcription  eager  to  (hew 
their  zeal  in  their  country's  caufe,  and  to  contribute  to  the 
fupport  of  the  Government  under  which  they  had  the  hap-^ 
pincfs  to  live.  Did  that  fliew  that  we  (hould  change  Miniftcrs, 
and  that  to  make  way  for  God  knew  whom.  The  noble  Duke 
faid  he  would  not  accept  of  any  office  in  adniiniftration,  and 
feemed  to  convey  an  idea  that  all  thofe  with  whom  he  a£ted 
would  not  accept  any  offices;  perhaps  they  expeded  an  ad- 
drefs  of  that  Houfe  to  befeech  them  to  do  fo.   He  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  ferious  apprehenfions  from  the  menaced  invafion.    He 
had  heard  many  queflion  whether  they  would  attempt  the  ex* 
pedition ;  he  himfelf  thought  it  very  unlikely  ;  but  not  one 
perfon  that  ever  be  had  fpoken  to  on  the  fubje<^  entertained 
the  leaft  doubt  of  their  difcomfiture^and  ruin,  if  they  (houkl 
be  fo  ra(h  as  to  make  the  attempt  either  here  or  in  Ireland. 
There  might  be  doubts  in  the  minds  of  fome  as  to  the  eSeOt  \a 
the  latter  kingdom  ;  but  on  that  fubiedl  he  referred  the  Houfe 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Marquis  (Downfliire),  who 
from  local  conne£lions  in  that  country,  had  much  better  in- 
formatien  than  he  could  by  any  means  pretend  to.    The  pub- 
lic opinion  was  (lill,  he  was  perfuaded,  (Irong  and  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  and  adverfe  to  any 
body  of  men  who  might  be  likely  to  fucceed  them.     Let  no- 
ble Lords  confider  what  had  been  lately  done.    The  Spaniards 
came  out  with  22  fail  of  the  line.    We  met  them  with  an  un- 
equal force,  and  they  confidered  it  as  a  miracle  that  they  ef- 
caped.     Was  that  a  reafon  for  changing  Minifters  ?  The  aiofk 
pleafing  circumflance  with  him  was,  that  we  were  at  this  mo- 
ment more  capable  of  carrying  on  the  war  than  wc  were  lad 
year ;    and  this  he  believed  was  owing  to  the  wife  policy  of 
the  Minifters  of  this  country.     It  was  matter  of  indifference 
to  him  who  were  miniders,  provided  they  did  their  duty.;  it 
was  to  tiie  falvation  of  the  country  that  he  looked,   and  he  de- 
clared chat  in  the  county   in  which   he  refided,   the  people 
there,    (the  county  of  Kent)  were  fo  far  from  not  having  con- 
fidence in  the  Executive  Government,  that  they  were  almoft 
to  a  man  ready  to  come  forward  to  fupport  it.     He  declared 
upon  his  honour,  that  the  people  of  the  county  of  Kent  were 

ready 
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ready  to  fubmit  to  every  meafure  of  Government,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  they  would  prove  them- 
felvcs  a  great  and  powerful,  becaufe  a  free  peoole.  He  did 
not  mean  to  fay  dut  they  were  perfc6kly  unanimous,  becaufe 
unanimity  to  a  man  was  not  to  be  expelled  among  a  free  peo- 
ple; difierenceof  opinion  would  exift  and  Would  (hew  itlelf 
among  fuch  people.  It  was  only  where  the  people  were  ilaves, 
that  perfedl  unanimity  would  appear :  fuch,  for  inftance,  as 
in  France ;  where  men  were  forced  into  the  ferricc  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet ;  that  was  indeed  one  fort  of  unanimity^ 
but,  thank  God,  that  was  not  the  unanimity  of  this  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  declared  he  did  not  think  he  (hould  be  a 
friend  to  his  country,  nor  to  his  interefl  in  it,  if  he  did  n6c 
give  to  the  motion  now  before  th  Houfe,  his  decided  difappro- 
bation.  He  was  fo  clearly  convinced  of  this,  that  unlefs  this 
motion  was  carried,  he  (hoold  propofe  a  motion  fimilar  to  that 
which  was  voted  formerly,  to  approve  of  the  conduA  of  ad* 
miniftration  in  the  progrefs  of  .the  war.  But  firft  he  ihould 
lay,  becaufe  Ik  thought  it  his  duty  toXay,  that  an  officer  who 
had  done  himfelf  much  credit  (he  meant  Sir  Charles  Grey) 
who  was  as  remaiicable  for  his  affability  of  manners,  as  for  his 
great  fkill  and  experience  in  his  profeiSon,  had  dpne  the  pub- 
fie  infinite  fervice.  He  had  kept  the  foldiers  under  his  com- 
mand in  good  order  without  any  unneceflary  rigour,  and  he 
was  a  perfon  to  whom  the  public  were  much  indebted. 

He  concluded  with  reading  the  motion,  which  be  faid  he 
fltould  bring  forward  after  this  was  difpofed  of;  the  fubftance 
of  which  was,  ''That  their  Lordfhips  conixlering  the  intereft 
this  country  has  at  ftake,  they  have  feen  with  peculiar  fatis- 
faAion  the' zeal  with  which  every  rank  of  their  fellow  fubjefis 
were  animated  ;•  and  that,  animated  with  the  fame  feptiments, 
they  deemed  it  their  duty,  inftead  of  di(ha£ting  our  counfels, 
to  manifed  their  attachments  to  the  true  intereft  of  their  coun- 
try, by  declaring  their  firm  adherence  to  that  fyftem  which 
had  been  adopted  by  his  Maje(ly*s  Minifters  in  the  profecution 
of  the  prefent  war,  which  had  fecured  us  the  advantages  of  a 
free  people,  pmvided  us  againft  foreign  attacks,  and  tended  tt> 
the  maintenance  of  our  law,  religion,  and  conftirution.'* 

Earl  Darniey  rofe  next,  and  argued  for  a  confiderable  time 
againft  tlie  motion  and  the  reafons  which  the  noble  Duke  had 
urged  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  it.  His  Lordfhip  (aid, 
he  did  not  mean  to  deny  the  aflertion  made  by  the  noble  Duke 
who  brought  forward  xh€  movion :  that  there  might  be  many 
men  in  the  kingdom  competent  to  form  an  adminiftration  be- 
fides  his  Majefty's  prefeni  ^iniftcrs  and  his  Grace's  particular 

friends : 
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iFrieods:  buthe  ihould  ever  maintain  ,  that  it  was  novel  ih 
ihenradicb  of  the  Conftitution,  that  the  Crown  (hould  en^ 
traft  its  power  to  men  unknown  to  the  country,  either  as  to 
their  pririciple  or  charafter ;  which  muft  be  the  cafe  if  neither 
any  perfoh  at  prefenc  in  adminiftration,  or  avowedly  in  oppo* 
fition  to  it;  isV>  be  admitted.     In  h£tf  however,  it  appeared 
to  him  impoflible  that  the  Crown  could  confide  in  any  fuch 
unknown  defcriptien  of  perfons^  or  that  the  country  Would 
give  them  any  cficftual  fupport.    Tlie  effed,  therefore,  of 
fills  motion,  under  the  moft  diGntereded  pretence,  was  to  in- 
capacitate his  Majcfty*s  prefent  Minifters^  and  thereby  to  force 
the  Crown  to  adopt  his  Grace^s  friends.    In  this  point  of  view 
it  was  that  he  tohfideied  the  motion,  and  objected  to  it  as  un- 
warranted by  Skny  proof  adduced  of  the  various  pofitibns  ad- 
vanced by  the  noble  Duke  in  fupport  of  it,  and  alio  fibm  i 
tonviAton  that  bdblic  confidence  and  opinion,  as  between  the 
prefent  AdminiftMidn  and  his  Grace's  friends,  was  explicitly 
in  favour  of  the  fornier.    So  far  from  blaming  them  a»  the  au**' 
thors  and  aggreflbr^  in  the  war,  he  thought  that  great  doubt 
ought  now  to  be  entertained,  whether  in  the  true  point  of 
prudence  and  policy  they  had  done  their  duty  by  not  being  tht 
authors  of  it,  or  of  having  retarded  it  too  long.  Upon  this  fub^ 
je£l,  he,  for  one,  had  confiderable  doubts,  and  was  much 
^  more  inclined  to  hlanie  them  for  want  of  forefight  and  readi* 
hefs  lo  engage  in  the  war,  than  for  any  eagcrneft  of  difpofitioii 
they  ifaeV^cd  towards  that  event.     If  in  the  overtures  that  had 
been  madb  for  peace,  Minifters  had  infilled  on  the  reftoratioti 
of  the  Netherlands,  it  w^  only  aAing  in  coiiformity  to  tht 
Hlabiiflied  policy  of  the  country.  That  cirpumftancc  therefore 
could  not  be  advanced  as  mMter  of  diarge,  ndr  could  it  be 
maintained,  that  they  had  ribt  now  (hewn  every  difpofition 
and  done  evetj  thing  in  their  power  towards  peace  that  was 
confiftcnt  with  the  honour  and  independence  of  the  nation^ 
Admitting  that  France  was  capable  oif  the  relations  of  peace 
tnd  aitity,  (he  had  lliewn  no  inclination  to  enter  into  them 
in  either  of  the  treaties  Commenced  through  tiie  medium  of  •> 
his  noble  friend  (Lord  Malme(bury).  Until  fuch  a  difpofitioii 
was  apparent  in  the  enemy,  it  wasabfurd  to  attribete  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  to  Minifters.  For  the^  and  other  reafons  tfaaC 
his  LonKfaip  adduced,  he  declared,  he  was  moft  decidedly  ad* 
Verfe  to  the  prefent  motion>  and  (hould  give  it  his  oppofidon.  He 
meant  not  a  general  and  unqualified  approbation  of  the  con« 
dud  of  Minifters  (  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  he  frequently  had 
occafion  to  expreft  his  difapprohation  of  particular  itiea(bre8    ^ 
^rfocd  by  tliem  ;  but  en  the  whole  ^e  law  no  caufe  of  crimi- 
VoL.  11.   1798.  S  natioA 
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nation  fo  as  to  imluce  him  to  withdraw  his  confidence  at  the 
prefent  jun6turc  from  them,  and  was  convinced  that  they  pof- 
fefled  the  public  opinion  in  their  favour  in  a  much  greater  de- 
gie  than  thole  who  alone  were  likely  to  fucceed  them. 

The  queftion  was  then  called  for,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
began  to  read  the  motion  for  the  purpofeof  putting;  the  qucf- 
tion»  w  en 

The  \  arqois  oiLav/dawn  rofe  and  fpokc  nearly  as  follows : 

The  queftion  now  before  your  Lordftiips  being  in  fubftance 
a  very  plain  one,  I  (hall  confine  rnyfelf  to  the  matter  of  it ; 
or,  at  leail>  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  fo  as  fuccinftly  as  I  can. 
Whatever  my  opinion  might  be  as  to  the  origin  of  the  pre- 
fent vear,  I  fhall  abftain  from  delivering  that  opinion  now, 
on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  and  fpr  other  reafons 
which  I  peed  not  enumerate. 

The  fituaiion  in  which  we  are,  and  which  every  man's 
heart  and  hand  fliould  be  ready  to  relieve  if  jpoflible,  is,  in 
jny  opinion,  a  very  alarming  one.  The  queftion  before  us 
is,  whether  his  Majefty*s  prefent  Minifters,  as  they  have 
proved  themfclves  by  their  conduS,  (for  it  is  by  their  condud 
only  they  can  be  fairly  tried,) — are  capable  or  incapable  of 
fonduding  the  affairs  of  this  country  with  advantage  to  its 
interefls ;  are  fit  or  unfit  to  be  trufled  with  its  managecnjsnt 
\n  future  ?  In  this  critical  moment,  I  know  of  Mothing 
whereby  to  judge  of  men,  but  by  their  condudl  and  their  ac- 
tions. They  have  had  great  experience  of  your  Lordfhips 
and  you  of  them ;  they  have  had  many  opportunities  of  fhew* 
iDg  their  talents ;  they  have  had  the  purfe  of  this  nation  en- 
tirely at  their  command,  for  now  upwards  of  four  and  indeed 
almofl  five  years. 

,  It  is  eafy  to  put  every  man  upon  the  right  road  to  come  to 
bis  journey's  end  in  forming  an  opinion  upon  Minifters.  We 
have  only  to  examine  what  they  have  promifed, — what  they 
have  undertaken — what  they  have  done.  And  if  they  have 
protnifedany  thing  which  they  .have  not  performed,  what 
x^afons  can  they  allege  for  their  failure  :  Whether  they  have 
made  good  your  expectations,  or  difappointed  you  in  them. 
In  God's  name,  if  they  be  proved  to  have  a£led  as  wife  men 
ought  to  have  aded,  let  them  not  only  be  frtQ  from  cenfurcib 
but  let  them  have  your  praife ;  for  he  mufl  be  a  weak  and 
wicked  man,  who  would  defire  you  to  advife  your  Sovereign 
tadifmifs  Minifters.who  have  afted  wifely,  it  would  be  ^ 
bad  thing  to  have  the  Government  of  this  country  at  fuch  a 
time  as  this  far  three  da^s  ody  (more  would  not  bi^  neceilary) 
'"  -  /  ^without 
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without  an  AdminiftraTion.     If,  on  the  odier  hand,  it  (hould 
appear,  they  undertook  what'tbey  knew  they  would  not  ac- 
complifhy  or  what  they  ought  to  know  they  could  not  ac^ 
complifh  ;     if,  from  affluent  circumftances,  in  every  fenfe  •. 
of  the  phrafe,  they  have  reduced  you  to  poverty  ;     if,   from  ♦ 
the  higheft  credit,  they  have  brought  your  finances  to  difre-  • 
pute ;  and  have  brought  you  to  that  ftate  in  which  they  have  -. 
often  declared  your  enemies  to  be";  and  that  by  their  negli- 
gence*or  incapacity ;-— then  I  fay  he  would  be  a  wicked  man  . 
who  defired  you  not  to  addrefs  your  Sovereign  todifmifs  them  , 
from  his  Councils.     I  fpeak  not  with  party  fpiric,  there  are  ' 
men  both  in  Adminiftration  andOppofition  for  whom  I  have  ^ 
great  rcfpeft,  for  their  talents  at  leaft.     1  havegreat  rcfpeft  • 
for  the  noble  Duke,  whofe  motion  is  rtow  before  you,   and 
whofe  integrity  of  mind  I  value  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  I  • 
rcfpeft  many  other  noble  Lords  who  generally  agre&  with 
him ;  but  it  is  not  to  one,  or  two,  or  to  twenty  perfons  that  • 
I  look,     r think  that  worthy  and  able  men  are  never  want-, 
ing.     I  have  feen  enough  of  this  world  to  know  that  nature^ 
ever  true  to  hcrfelf,  always  produces  that  which  is  neceflTary,  * 
and  which  man  may  always  find  upon  feeking.    1  (hould  wilh 
to  bring  this  fubjedl  into  as  fmall  a  compafs  as  pcflible,  con- 
fidering  its  importance,  and  to  lay  it  before  you  with   fuch 
fimplicity  and  clearnefs  as  may  enable  you  to  decide  upon  U 
without  difficulty.     Differing  as  I  know  I  do  from  many 
noble  Lords;    differing  perhaps  ffotu  the  majority  of  your* 
Lordfhips,  upon  this  queflion ;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ilate 
that  difference,  and  to  lodge  it  with  your  Lordfhips,  from 
which  I  am  not  without  hopes  fome  goodnaay  arife;  fince  if  I 
am  right  I  (hall  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  becoming  fo  { 
and  if  wrong,  that  is  my  affair ;  but  there  is  no  man  who 
will  be  more  forry  for  his  error  than  I  (hall  be.     This  quef- 
tion  ought  to  be  coolly  and  calmly  decided,  not  by  paflion 
and  prejudice.     I  remember  what  the  courfe  was  during  tlip 
American  war.     The  pa  (lions  were  addreffed,  and  cvcryt  man' 
who  attempted  to  addrefs  the  judgments  of  men  was  cried' 
down  4  and  I  faw  afterwards  all  that  falfe  ardor  abate,  and 
Reafonrefume  her  empire  ;  dut  not  until  much  mifchief  had' 
been  occafioned.     I  would  to  God  that  the  dangers  were  trot' 
greater  how  from  thefe  paffions  and  falfe  argument,  than  they 
were  at  the  time  of  the  American  war  ;  but  all  the  evils  of 
that  war  were  nothing  when  compared  to  the  prefent.  What 
has  been  the  condu£l  of  Minifters  generally  fpeaking  ?   Bold 
and  unqualified  affurances  of  fucccfs  have  been  repeatedly 
S  2  gJveii 
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given  frosi  time  to  tone  in  this  and  aadher  Houle  of  Par* 
\iimtnt ;  fimftar  dedsirations  of  bold  and  decifive  coeiidenoo 
were  made  in  ihe  American  war ;  yet  every  one  of  them  were 
contradicted  by  the  eyenuthat  too^c  place  in  like  manner  2$ 
they  have  done  in  this  war.  With  regard  to  allies,  they  faid 
that  your  Aliies  were  f och  as  wottld  never  quit  you,  but  woaid 
carry  y^u  throogh  every  db}t&,  they  undertook  for  you«  Whea 
any  thing  was  urged  againft  them,  it  was  conddered  as  inde- 
cent to  fuggeil  it;  fo  oangerous  to  the  public,  that  even  adif* 
cuffion  was  only  likely  to  embroil  the  fafety  of  your  country. 
The  coalition  ot  the  Powers  againft  France  was  fpokenof  in  the 
loftieft  terms,  and  reprcfented  as  a  prodigious  and  ineiiftible 
ibrce,  far  above  that  confederacy  formed  iti  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne.  In  ibort,  you  Allies  were  faid  to  be  fuperior  to  any 
idea  of  default.  Nay,  I  have  heard  it  called  a  libel  upon  hi^ 
][mperial  Majefty  todoubt  thefolvencyof  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
jhr  aSions  to  the  annount  of  4poL  for  every  300J.  were 
depcfited  in  the  Bank  to  make  good  the  payments  of  the 
imperial  Loan.  It  was  ungentlemanly  and  mean  to  doubt 
the  good  faith  of  the  Imj)ecial  Court,  in  pecuniary  a^ 
well  as  tnilitary  engagements.  That  an  idea  of  the  Emperor 
making  peace  without  us  was  fo  abfurd  a  thiii^  that  the  ilate* 
raent  of  it  was  not  to  be  endured.  What  was  (aid  of  the  French 
Finance  ? — That  the  French  were  in  a  ftate  of  alyedk  penury ; 
—that  in  Paris,  and  all  over  the  Provioces,  they  were  reduced 
to  the  laft  penny »  that  they  had  iflued  1  know  not  how  many 
milliards  in  paper  ^hich  h^d  been  fpent  in  a  fingle  campaign»ana 
which,  amounting  to  the  enormous  fum  of  one  hundred  and 
feventy^iwo  millions  fterling,  they  could  never  pay,  and  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  go  011 ;  whereas  you  had  a  mil- 
lion furplus  befiJes  your  {inking  fund ;  in  (hort,  that  your  pro* 
perty  was  unbounded  while  the  French  had  not  any.  That  in- 
^df  the  war  was  to  fecure  your  propejrty,  which,  would  he  done 
Ibwell,  notwithftanding  the  war,  that  you  would  never  be  called 
upon  to  go  out  of  the  ordinary  courfc  of  taxation  ;  and  that  it 
was  out  of  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  you  to  be  brought  into  a 
^tuation  by  which  yopr  property  would  be  iiifecure.  Compare; 
liiefe  vaunting  promifes  with  the  fafls  as  they  have  fince  ap*> 
peared,  my  iXrds.  You  were  promifcd  great  fuccefs  upon  the 
fcontinent  in  confeauenceof  the  wife  meafures  of  Adminiftra« 
tioti ;  you  are  now  driven  from  the  continent,  fo  that  you  harq 
not  loom  (oform  a  line  there.  Nothing  can  protect  you  froin 
snifchief  upon  the;  Continent,  but  the  total  iniignincance  to 
which  you  are  reduced.  Tell  me  when  there  was  a  period  till 
the  prefent  in  the  tiiftoryof.£uropej  when  Great  Britain  dapec) 
'   '^     ■    -  '  •  no; 


not  (hew  herfelif  ttpon  the  Pontioent ;  ihe  is  indeed  blotled 
out  of  the  map  of  Europe.  Yoii  now  have  no  AmbafTador  to, 
fee  or  reprefent  any  thing  vyith  regard  to  the  balance  of  power 
in  EUirope,  which  you  were  wont  to  adjuft,  which  you  have 
now  loft,  and  lofl,  I  fear  ;aaJi  etiemity,  by  the  n^iftnanage-' 
oient  of  your  MinifierSr 

^  Qoble  friend  and  relation  of  minei  {l,ord  Holland)  afkej 
the  otHer  day  for  foaie  papers  relative  to  Belgium  being  inftft- 
ed  upon  as  zjine  qua  non  of  Peace.  Had  I  been  in  the  Houfe 
i  (hould  have  (avcd  him  the  t^o^ble  of  moving  fqr  ^ny  fuct) 
papers;  becaufe  (could  hayp  told^ny  noble  friend  that' Mini- 
(iers  had  no  fucb  papers  as  he  wimed  for.  Tbey  have  nq 
papers  fromtbe  Emperor  cefpeding  Belgmm;  my  Ix>rds ;  I 
Jfinow  they  have  not.  They  migjht  have  (hewn  my  noble 
friend  fome  fencing  diplomatic  correfpondence,  that  nobodv 
would  giye  them  two-pence  to  (be.  In  God's  name  if  they  had^ 
could  any  thing  pofleis  their  imagination  on  the  27th  day  of 
Pecember,  1796,  to  make  that  abfurd  demand  upon  the 
French  ?  What  dq  you  think  of  tlie  heads  of  fach  Mlniflers, 
my  I^ords^  Is  it  conceivable  that  fo  much  abfurdity  can  enter 
the  mind  of  man  as  this  will  appear  to  be  when  you  come  to 
fTooipare  the  dates.  They  infift  at  this  time  on  the  reftoration 
of  the  Mitanefe  and  the  whole  of  Savoy>  and  that  every  thing 
Ihould  be  put  on  the  footing  of  ih^Jiatus  quo  ante  bellum.  In 
k(s  t^n  four  months  after  this,  it  appexM-s  that  the  Emperor 
opened  a  negociatjon  with  the  French^  in  which  lie  (lipulated 
asa  preliminary^  not  to  inGft  upon  any  of  thefc  points  which 
pur  Miniders  infiflted  upon  for  him.  Is  it  conceivable  the|> 
ihould  have  done  this,  had  thpy  the  communication  from  the 
Eo(»peit>r  of  what  was  then  the  view  of  tlie  Court  of  Vienna? 
This  negotialbn  opened  oa  the  17th  of  April,  1797.  Here 
our  Miniftef  proceeded  as  if  they  were  tlie.  Governors  of  all 
Europe,  s(t  tl)e  iame  time  when  all  Europe  was  laughing  at 
fhem. 

But,  what  is  become  of  all  the  milliards  of  paper  which  were 
to  hear  down  the  finaiKe  of  France?  Thc(e  fame  millinrds  of 
affignats  they  have  got  rid  of  at  tlie  expence^  to  their  Govern- 
ment, of  only  &K  millions  ilerling,  and  yet  they  have  contriv* 
^  to  continue  the  war«  ahhough  oUr  Mintfters  pronounced 
ihgt  10  be  impoffibin.  Their  paper  is  extin£l  inftcad  of  being 
extended*  But  wh^  is  oar  cafe  in  poiat  of  finaiKe  ?  We  are 
^riveo  toevcrf  defperate  reiource — driven  to  I  know  what  ex« 
p^dient^-fomebody  (aid  (bneihiog  of  fwindling,  this  i^  fome- 
fbing  verj  oear  it,  ^kb  rcg^d  ta  the  fubfcr'^tionsy  I  caa 
•  -       '  only 
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only  repeat  what  was  better  faid  by  Mr.  Borke,  who  was  cer- 
tainly a  man  of  great  weight  with  Minifters;  he  fays  offuh* 
fcriptionsy  **  it  is  one  ficp  towards  the  diflblution  of  all  pro- 
perty." If  that  was  his  opinion  long  ago,  what  would  he 
have  faid  to  the  prefent  ftep  ?  ^ere  we  were  going  over  all  the 
Qountry,  making  public  and  chartered  bodies  apply  the  proper- 
ty entruftecl  to  them  for  certain  ufes,  to  the  exigencies  of  Go- 
vernment ;  the  Bank  of  England  is  made  to  give,  headlong, 
2oo,oool.  without  the  advice  of  their  counfel.  Why  have 
they  ;i  counfel  ?  Why  fhould  they  throw  away  their  own 
money  and  the  money  of  others  at  the  feet  of  tlie  Executive, 
Government?  No  man  is  accuftomed  to  fpeak  with  a  more  fu- 
perftitious  regard  of  the  DireSors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  or 
of  the  Bank  itfelf,  than  1  am;  but  when  I  fee  the  Diredtors  fo 
ready  t6  fupply  Government,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  law,  and 
fibntrary  to  the  principles  of  jufticc,  giving  away  the  money  of 
the  PrqprietoK,  without  their  confcnt,  (for  I  do  not  call  it  a 
confent  when  money  is  voted  away  at  the  Bank^  God  knows  by  . 
whom,  in  a  hubble  bubble  manner)  lam  obliged  to  qualify  the 
charadlcr  I  had  been  accuftomed  to  give  to  the  Direftors^and  to 
fay  that  the  people  ought  now  to  diftruft  them. 

With  regard  tp  property,  I  would  afk,  how  is  it  poflible  you 
can  conceive,  my  Lords,  that  proteSion  to  property  is  the  ob- 
jc£lof  this  war?  And  here  I  cannot  help  faying  that  ncw,and> 
inmy  opinion,' very  dangerous  doflnncs  are  held  forth  ton- 
cerning  property,  of  which  I  will  give  your  Lordihips  a  (hort 
proof  from  a  memorandum,  which,  if  1  am  rightly  informed, 
ought  to  alarm  your  Lord(hips,  as  J  aflure  you  it  his  alarmed 
me;  it  relates  to  what  paflcd  in  another  Houfc,     1  will  give 
an  opportunity  to  explain  the  doctrine  away,  or  elfe  it  ftall 
come  before  your  Lordfliips  again  and  bgain.     It  is  flated  to 
have  been  faid,  **  That  offices  and  places  were  held  by   a 
ftronger  tenure  than  any  freehold.*'     I  will  never  fufFer  that 
dodlrinc  to  go  unrefuted.     To  confider  offices  and  places  under 
the  Crown  of  equal  weight  or  fuperior  to  freehold  property^    is 
a  do6lrinc  of  the  moft  raonftrous  nature.     Offices  are  com- 
monly obtained  by  accident,  intrigue,  or  Court  corruption,  and 
they  fliould  never  be  put  on  a  footing  with  a  freehold.     True 
it  is  indeed,  my  Lords,  that  thefc  doctrines  do  not  ftartle  many 
of  your  Lordihips  much,  becaufe  ideas  of  property   are  n*^ 
much  examined  ;  the  reafon  of  that  is  obvious — it  is  becaufe 
property  has  hitherto  been  pretty  fecure  in  this  coimtty^    and 
men  fcldom  examine  into  things  which  are  not  ofiuch  difputed. 
But  your  Lordfhips  (hould  be  aware,  that  when  once  youf*  pro* 
perty  is  iafecnrei  your  liberties  will  foon  become  fo.    If  you 

give 
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give  up  your  property  to  thefe  profligate  principles,  your -liber* 

ty  inuft'  foon  folbw ;  and  indeed  prqperty  may  foon  fubfift 

.  witliout  liberty,  belter  than  liberty  (;an  fubfid  without  pro- 

.  pcrty. 

1  know  it  is  difficult  to  look  your  circumftances  in  the  face,  . 
oiy  Lords;  butitfhould  be  done;  and  it  fliould  be  remem- 
.  bered  that  nine  times  out  of  ten  in  private  aflairs,  men  are 
ruined  for  want  of  looking  their  affairs  in  the  face.  This  is 
not  a  matter  to  be  delayed  for  months,  nor  for  many  weeks, 
no,  nor  for  many  days.         , 

I  come  now  to  confider  of  the  folly  of  the  fyftcm  of  our  MI* 
nifters,  in  endeavouring  to  extend  our  empire  by  conquoft* 
That  extenfion  is  pleafing  to  weak  minds,  becaufe  it  is  a  necef- 
lary  extenfion  of  patronage ;  but  I  have  feen  various  inftancet 
of  the  folly  of  it  in  a  national  point  of  view.  We  have  con- 
quered iflands  and  given  them  up.  Corfica  was  our^  at  an 
itnmenfeexpence,  and  refigned,  and  I  wifti  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifiers  could  have  been  perfuaded  to  abandon  their  mad  fcliemes 
of  conquefl.  in  St.  Domingo.  I  have  proof  of  the  abfurdity  of 
unneccflary  extenfion  of  dominion  beyond  its  true  limit.  A 
Gentleman  fettled  at  Montreal  has  lately  written  me  a  letter, 
in  which  he  aflures  me  that  the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  greateft 
plenty,  not  only  all  the. comforts,  but  even  the  luxuries  of  life, 
owing  to  the  adivity  and  induftry  of  tlie  people  in  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  and  theie  good  confequences  he  ftates  chiefly 
to  rcfult  from  the  giving  up  of  thofe  many  poAs,  for  which, 
but  a  few  years  fince,  we  were  nearly  entering  into  a  war  with 
America. 

But  how  are  you  to  defend  yourfelvcs  againft  invafion  ?  I 
own  I  have  no  very  great  fear  of  it  in  this  country  ;  but  as  to 
Ireland,  true  it  is  Hoche  is  no  more,  but  I  cannot  help  remem- 
bering how  the  cafe  flood  on  a  former  occafion  j  nor  can  I  help 
olfcrving,  there  is  no  crime  in  Bating  it,  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  hiftory,  that  all  about  Limerick,  which  every  mdi- 
tary  man  knows  to  be  an  important  poft,  is  very  dcfencelefs, 
and  there  is  no  knowing  what  the  cafe  may  bo.  A  few  fliips^ 
have  been  ftationcd  at  Cork,  bnt  I  am  afraid  alfooftheflate  of 
the  north- wcftern  coaft.  Is  there  a  fuflicient  naval  force  in  the 
Shannon,  and  ofFBantry  Bay  ?  I  am'afraid  alfo  that  the  ftate 
of  Ireland  is  not  fo  good  as  fome  among  your  Lordfliips  ima- 
gine it  to  be ;  for  though  I  have  a  great  refpedt  for  the  noble 
IVfarquis  [of  Downfliire,]  and  an  efleem  for  his  local  know- 
ledge, yet  every  Ixxly  fliould  form  his  own  conclufion  from 
his  own  views  of  a  thing,  and  the  information  he  receives. 
I  have  every  reafca  to  believe  that  Ireland  is  at  this  moment 
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held,  6x)m  one  end  to  die  other,  by  military  tenure.     Hour 
It  can  be  fafe  under  a  military  tenure  I  cannot  conceife^  ho^ 
the  miliury  can  be  totally  me  is  beyond  my  comt>rehen(ioii. 
This  very  day«  my  Lords,  t  received  accounts  from  Ireland^ 
not  from  a  politician  who  colours  and  paints  fads  to  fait  his 
fyfiem ;  nor  from  a  man  who  is  paid  for  writing  news,  bat 
from  a  plain  matter  of  fa£l  individual.     He  fays  that  the  far« 
roers  in  various  parts  in  Ireland  are  declining  their  tillage. 
What  a  fcenc  of  calamity  docs  this  not  open  to  our  view  ?  herd 
is  the  pofiibtHty  at  leaft  of  a  famine  in  one  part  of  the  Em- 
pire.   ButJook  at  the  thing  on  a  larger  fcaie.     What  is  the 
Briti/h  Empire  ?  It  confifts  of  C jtcac  Britain  and  Ireland,  to- 
gether with  its  dependencies ;  which  dependencies  I  conceive 
to  be  a  confiderable  burthen  in  any  \nxt  a  commercial  view« 
Even  your  India  I  have  never  been  an  admirer  of,  except  for 
its  wealth,  which  by  the  way  may  be  more  than  equall-d  t>y 
the  loflcs  of  life  and  corruption  of  morals  which  it  occafions. 
What'  then  is  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom  ?  Ireland  it  held 
by  military  tenure,  which  is  verjr  expenfive,  very  precarious 
and  very  dangerous.     Scotland  is  faid  to  be  q^iet,  and  that 
there  is  no  dlitruft  between  the  gentry  and  the  labourers,  that 
there  is  no  difafleftion  there,  although  the  fbte  of  trials  ther« 
hardly  lead  us  to  that  condufion ;  and  there  are  fome  ugly- 
appearances  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.    The  time  may  fooii 
come  when  England  muft  fupport  Scotland  to  carry  on  a  war 
in.  Ireland.     Why,  my  Lords,  in  this  way,  if  the  country 
was  made  of  gold,  and  men  could  fprtn^  up  like  mu(hrooms« 
'  you  could  not  long  continue  upon  tliir  lyftem*     It  does  noC 
fignify,  although  you  fliould  be  fecure  from  invafion,  the  want 
of  money  will  deftroy  your  efforts. 

I  objc6l  to  the  fyftem  of  coercion  which  has  been  adopted. 
Lenity  is  much  foperior ;  and  for  diis  plain  reafon,  that  cotr* 
cioti  requires  much  fuperior  talents  to  that  of  lenity;  and  you 
may  not  always  hear  of  a  Richelieu,  a  Strafford,  or  an  CMiTcr 
Gromwcll,  to  proceed  by  decepti6n.  And  I  fay.  If  you  take 
the  hiftory  of  mankind  from  the  earlieft  times  down  to  tlv; 
prefcnt,  the  precedents  arc  twenty  to  one  in  favour  of  Icnhv^  • 
inftead  of  coercion,  to  make  a  government  profper.  You  may 
make  it  high  treafon  to  doubt  of  the  profperity  of  the  Empire, 
and  carry  every  thing  before  you ;  but  the  delufion  will  go  oflfi 
and  in  a  few  months  you  will  find  that  you  have  followed  ai 
falfe  plan,  and  that  it  is  too  late  to  repent  of  it:       '[ 

As  to  what  is  wanting,  you  could  do  it  tg-day,  if  you  Atnk 
fit,  I  have  been  told  that  the  difference  between  a  wife  man 
and  a  weak  one  is,  tliai  the  wife  man  fees  an  event  about  thred 

daya 
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flavs  before  the  other.  !  tm  afraid  tlic  Qoverncnentof  Berne, 
jUttiou^  ^cnilfjr  fpeaking  a  wife  one,  Inis  been  too  late  ri 
feeing  fts  tntereft.  1  wifh  that  we  may  not  lofe  orir  time.  AH 
that  is  wanting  with  us  is,  that  our  aftairt  fliouM  be  entruftoA 
to  (bme  men  of  plaiVj  undferft-inding  who  can  fee  before  them 
fct  a  fe\^  days:  You  flioiiW  only  do  on  the  Thurfday  what 
you  muft  Am  on  the  Monday. 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  fpecific  Motion  before  the  Houfe,  I 
firifl)  to  remind  you  of  what  I  faid  on  a  fimtiar  motion  laft 

I  car.  1  have  alwdys  been  inclined  againft  motions  of  thia 
iQd— :I  was  anihft  it  lift  year;  but  I  am  for  it  00W|  and  I 
will  t«ttyourLord(hips  why!  I  have  had  the  eltperietlce  of 
the  yean  i^ii  where  I  found  that  Minifters  Were  called  in  to 
make  a  rieace^  aiid  theii  they  were  difmifled.  Men  who  have 
the  eoilfidence  of  tlie  public  are  brought  in  for  a  particular 
purpoTe ;  and  then  they  ire  fiicoecded  again  by  the  old  ones 
the)rdif|iiieedi  and  the  public,  I  am  fovry  to  (a^  it;  hare  a 
very  ibort  tHetiiory;  arid  they  ifcYf  foon  forget  all  that  is  done 
by  one  fet  cf  nieh  (at  them,  and  by  another  a^inft  them|  fo 
Aat  Ae  Coitrt  liiay  iife  its  pleafure  a§  to  Minifters  after  the 
firft  borft  of  indignaiibn  is  over.  I  call  for  a  dtfmifial  of  the 
piefent  Minifters  immediately,  becaufe  we  are  inadef|terate 
fitoation,  Md  not  a  mottient  is  to  be  bft.  Let  us  h^ve  an  Ad« 
nuotftration  but  may  {Produce  you  peace^  and  they  will  do  yoa 
a  great  deal  bfgpbdf  although  thofe  who  are  tioi^  in  pdtver 
fnay  returti  to  it,  and  thofe  who  procure  yoia  fbice  may  b« 
hanged  tbi*  tiieit  trouble.  As  to  the  real  remedy  likely  to  tak# 
place,  I  conifelSk  I  can  fee  none,  Unlefs  the  King  arid  Queen 
could  he  ronvincb)  of  thtir  error  and  theit-  danger ;  ot  die  pub* 
lie  feek  tIt«re''ddn^tilt£)Q^  means  that  may  produce  the  defired 
cSe&.  ^e  OoQTtt  I  am  aflraid,  wilt  IM  fee  its  eiror  tlntU  it 
is  too  late.  I  aih'^fratd  tod  the  public  Mil  not£ndottt  any  con* 
flitutipndl  meailSi  in^Iwifh  tiootheritoobtain  relief,  bottfaeft 
as  the  only  hlcails  X6  g^ve  a  (jdirk  and  fpeedy  change  to  i&ca- 
foftt  which  I  am  confident  miiit  etid  in  uttfer  deftrudion. 

Lord  MuirrM  rofe,  and  after  noticing  the  unparliaroentafji 
manher  10  wnich  the  riobte  Marquis  had  alluded  to  their  Ma^ 
jeftfcsy  a^rted  With  muc^  warmth,  that  it  wasnotfolely  tothtt 
choice  of  the  King  and  Queen,  or  to  the  favour  of  the  Qourt« 
isinCnaated  h^  the  noble  Marquis  (Landfdown)  but  to  the 
according  and  unanifhous  ^Approbation  of  the  people,  that  the 
prtient  MihiJders  wete  indebted  for  th^tr  fituations  and  for 
^^eir  copttnuonbe  in  office.  Not  only  was  the  conduct  of  his 
MajeOy'a  prefent  Minifters  arraigned  in  the  fpeeches  of  the  two 
noble  Lorih  who  preceded  him  ;  they  moreover  extended  their 
ceefure  to  the  Mit}iften  of  ajmoft  every  other  country,  fat 
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their  ill  management  of  tkat  grand  rcfifedencj.iii  wbicbthej 
had  embarked  againft  France;  their  conduct  was  >Ub  flagmatii- 
dd  by  anocber  noble  Lord  (Lord  Holbnd)  as  bordoiiig  on  ibmc« 
thing  like  fwinditng,  though  it  \^  well  known  that  as  far  as 
we  were  afiededt  all  our  engagements  had  been  pun&uaUy 
and  honourably  folfiUcdt  and  Ik>w  had  MiniAers  been  enabled 
thus  rigouroofly  to  fulfil  tlicm  ?  Was  it  pot  by  their  nnre* 
mitting  endeavours  to  fupport  tlie  ftate  of  our  finances  ;  for  to 
ffiem  was  undoubtedly  owing;  the  fiouriihing  condition  to 
which  thcv  had  been  raifed  ;  and  by  the  able  conduS  of  Mi« 
nifters  in  this  refpe£t,  was  the  nation  put  in  a  (ituation  to  med 
the  unparalleled  exijgeocies  which  it  has  Gnce  experienced.  It 
had  been  dated  by  the  noble  Marquis^  that  one  campaign  .coft 
the  enemy  not  letj^  a  fum  than  one  hundred  and  forty  million  t 
while  the  expenoes  on  our  (ide  of  the  fame  campaign  did  not^ 
exceed  our  ordinary  refources.  The  confidence  of  the  people' 
was  alfo  forcibly  evinced  in  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  the 
prefent  Cabinet,  by  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  with  which  they 
now  preflcd  forward  with  voluntary  contributions  in  aid  of  the 
growing  exigenciS  of  the  ftate ;  which,  however,  th^y  might 
be  treated  as  bubble  bubble  contributions  by  the  noble  Maiquis 
(Lanfdown}  could  not  fail  to  do  equal  honour  to  their  feelings 
aiid  judgment,  and  prove  beneficial  to  the  great  caufe,  in  fup- 
port  of  which  they  were  beftowed.  llie  nobie  Marquis  was 
alfo  very  anxious  to  defend  the  iutereds  of  die  Bank,  fo  inucl^ 

^  fo  indeed,  that  he  betrayed  a  much  greater  tendernefs  for  the 
purfe  of  the  proprietors  than  they  tliemfelves  feemcd  diipoicd 
to  manifeft,  as  no  complaints  had  yet  been  made  againft  the 
^bble  hibble^  the  proprietors  had  voted  wtth  (b  muchchcarfuN 
tscfs  and  public  fpirit*  His  Lordfliip  next  oof^M^enled  on  the 
jwrt  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  4£at  rclMed  to  the 
rclpcAive  negotiations  for  |)eace  with  TrsiiKe.'  The  noble 
Duke  had  made  a  calculation  of  theeiqxpijtces  of  the  war»  be- 
tween the  |)eriod  when,  according  to  his  Grace,  wc  could 
have  obtained  peace,  ;ind  the  prefent.  But  eager  as  his  Grace 
bad  l)cen  in  tlie  former  debate  of  that  evening  to  commute  tno> 
ncfy  for  confinement,  much  and  warmly  as  he  ajypcai^d  to  ciw 
tcrtaiti^«  preference  for  liberty  over  wcaltli,  in  his  calculations 
of  the  expenccsof  the  war,  he  had  not  calculated  the  dangers 
to  the  country  from  Frcndi  principles  and  the  Wi<r  of  French 
anarchifts  agatnil  this  country,  and  againA  the  tvhole  of  Eu- 
rope. Miniflers  were  alfo  blanlcd  for  not  having  made  peace 
with  France ;  and  why  ?  becaufe  delaying  to  make  pcacck  was 
ellabi idling  a  military  republic  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  while 
it  was  omitted  to  be  conlidcrcd,  that  making  -pc^KC  wi|li  that 

country,  was  opoiing  all  Europe  to  the  miflionurics  which 
•  -w  tlsey 
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they  would  fend  forth  in  crowds  to  projngatc  their  re  vol  0- : 

tionafy  dod^mes.   This  wns  not  to  he  controverted  ;  in  rcfted 

ftir  proof  in  chcunitbnn  conduit  of  the  rulers  of  thai -country; ' 

and  farther,  IS  to  the  fuhjcft  of  pacification,  -was  it  worthy  of ' 

a  fite  aiid  independent  country  to  be  fo  frtn'uent  and  forward 

with  its  entreaties  for  pcaw,  and  that  to  a  GoverinJicnt  >^ich. 

had  fhewn  itfcif  fo  evidently  adverfe  to  every  thing  pacific:. 

fincc,  inQead  of  appealing  fairly  and  freely  difpofed  to  enter 

into  a  negotiation,  ihcy  anfweied  the  queftion  of  ouv  Miniftcr 

by  another.   If  he  had  any  objedion  to  urge  againft  Minifters, 

tho  blame  he  would  attach  to  them  was,  that  they  manifeAcd  a 

dcfire  &ft  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  where  there  was  no  pro* 

habiliCY  of  fticccfs,  and  thus  to  give  an  advantage  to  the  enemy- 

without  any  expe£lation  of  receiving  an  equivalent — our  other 

attempts  were  rqually  ill  timed  and  unprof])crous,  but  with 

legard  to  tlie  lad  negotiation,  theie  was,  he  believed,  no  dif- 

fcrtnce  of  opinion  concerning  its  tcmiiaation,  nor  would  it 

admit  of  any  argument  in  favour  of  the  enemy.    Let  ooble 

LiOids  aik,    what  had  the  countries  gained  who   had  betn 

the  fitft  to  make  peace,  or  thofe  who  had  uniformly  continued 

neutral  ?  What  would  the  King  of  Proffi  i  fay,  who  had  loft  h  s 

piovincrs  on  the  Rhine  ?    Confjder  for  a  moment  the  conduct 

ofilic  French  throughout  Italy;  their  treatment  of  Venice"; 

their  behaviour  to  the  Duke  of  Tufcany ;  tlieir  return  to  CJr- 

\»oa  for  its  partiality ;  and  their  dill  more  recent  conduct  in 

the  Pope's  dominions,  in  his  capital^  and  at  this  very  time  in 

Switzerland  I    As  to  what  was  advanced  refpediing  the  prd'ent 

Ihleof  Irehnd,  this,  his  Lordfliip  (aid,  he  felt  to  he  a  dchcatc 

fobjedl;  and  wliat ever  opinion  might  be  held  rcfpcfling  the  ne- 

veffity  of  what  i^as  called  conciliatory  meafu res,  theprefent 

was  not  a  ftate'  of  things  to  admit  of  conciliation.  All  our  con- 

ceilions  to  that  country  were  faid  to  be  from  meanneis  ^nd 

fcar»  but  this  was  an^accufation  againft  Great  Britain,  and  not 

chargeable  on  the  condudi  of  Minifters.    On  former  occafions 

\\o  caofe  of  complaint  had  remained  unredrefted  ;  but  if  the 

dematids  they  now  fet  up  are  to  he  conceded,  then  indeed  wiH 

they  appear  to  be  conceded  from  meannefs  and  from  terror. 

Lotil  Mulgrave  inveighed,  with  great  force  and  ability^ 
againft  the  principles  and  condu£k  of  the  United  /ridimen, 
who,  he  faid,  were  prepared  to  throw  their  country  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  make  it  a  province  of  France  ;  that 
fDch  was  their  intention  was  evident,  if  he  might  credit  an 
articb  which  he  faw  that  day  under  the  h^ad  of  Ireland,  in  a 
morning  print  which  eicprefsly  ftated,  that  among  Xhtpaptrs 
<ix)ieJ^rfli  Dke^orj  btely  taken,  was  found  their  refonition 
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not  to  attend  to  what  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  might  Csif , 
nor  to  accept  of  any  thirg  fliort  of  a  complcre  en^ncipation  of 
tbeiv  <:o^ntry,  or  in  other  wurtis^  what  France  holds  oat  as  a 
teinpution  to  the  rebels  of  evKty  country,    ^uc  ifUiat  coudirj 
was  ever  unfortunate  enough  to  fall  under  the  tymnny  of  the 
Pire€boiy>  it  might  now '  anticipate  an  idea  of  tlie  horrid 
lavery  under  which  it  would  be  Bowed,  by  reflefting  on  the 
ficuation  to  which  they  tiad  already  mluced  all  thofe  Vbo  bad 
liftened  to  their  invitations  of  fraternization ;  then  Aiould  they 
Varn  the  fruits  of  peace  with  France,  tlien  fliould  they  uft^ 
the  fruits  of  complete  emancipation.  '  Thefe  were  the  fatal  ef* 
fe£b  which  he  heartily  deprecated  from  a  peace  with  France^ 
and  on  thefe  he  reded' bis  refinance  to  a  conciliation  with  ^ 
rebels  of  Ireland,  and  his  prefent  delFence  of  the  condu A  o^ 
Minifters.    His  Lord<hip  aiked,  fuppofing  that  thf  tnotioi^ 
were  tgited  to.  and  the  pre^nt  Minifters  difmifiedf  who  werc^ 
to  be  th^ir  facceflbrs  ?  iVere  they  to  be  the  friends  of  the  no* 
ble  Duke  f  Were  they  to  be  thofe  Gentlemen  who  yrouU  liot 
condefcend  to  come  into  office  without  iofuring  the  attainment 
.of  their  favourite  Q^ye^^  a  radical  reforms  ^  ^  peace  with 
France)  On  the  fubjefl  ofrefqrm,  how  was  tjie  Hou(ean4 
the  country  to  know  that  the'  noble  Duke  and  his  friends  en- 

Ertamed  the  fame  feniimcntsas  to  wbatought  tobeitsex- 
ntr  Radical  Parliamentary  Reform  had  b^n  mentioned* 
iVas  it  clear  that  the  head  of  the  Corrcfponding  Society  an4 
the  head  of  the  Whig  Club  Calluding  to  Nu.  I^>    and 
Mr.  Home  Tooke,  who  had  folcm^ly  engaged  to  ad  to- 
gether.   Nor  could  he  fay,  ho)y  far  the  other  Members  of 
that  clab  might  have  entered  into  that   myfterious  enig- 
matical Sconhe^pibn) — (Some,  Lords    of  oppoGtion'  hinted, 
fhere  was  no  uerfon  of  the  latter  defcription.)    liit  Lard* 
iliip  continued,   that   he    could    not    (ay  what    were   the 
other  dominions  of  the  right  honourable*  Gentleman,  but  icvi- 
dept  it  had  appeared  to  many  iK;it  they  were  cojJefccd.    Was 
it,  he  would  nik  thofe  who  abfpned  themielves  from  their 
duty  in  Parliament,  and  who  ir^ 'preference  addiAcd  them* 
fehes  to  c^uhs  ?    7*hcfe  clubs  might  indeed  ]fc  more  ir^nocent 
than  thofe  in  France,  nor  would  he  impute  to  the  noble  Lords 
any  of  t&e  fpirit  that  adluated  thofe  clubs.    He  did  not  there- 
fore wonder  that  the  Ifrench  w:ere  fatisfied  with  the  dedara* 
tions  of  certain  men  in  aiiii  out  of  Parliament,  and  looked  to 
them  with  confidence  for  fupport.    And  wlVile  be  could,  moft 
cordially  a<.lcnirethe  fpleiidid,  and  the  magnificent  talents  of  the 
Hght  honourable  Gentleman  lie  had  alluded  to,  whaf  affiirmce 
.bad  the  Houle  that  upon  his  being  in  office,  ihotild  evf^^the 
cpuntiy  and  Parliament  not  concur  in  bis  plans  of  reform,  he 
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W00I4  not  refoft  to  the  Societies.  He  wpuld  nol,  however^ 
impute  10  tiie  men  of  whoai  lie  (pdk<»  the  intention  of  ti^ch- 
croufljr  joining  Franc*;  Bwl  if  hen  it  ^as'ftated  by  the  noble 
puke,  that  Mintfters  couU  i^ot  make  peace,  ai^d  fay  the  noble 
Lord,  thai  they  could  not  conciliate  Ireland.;  was  there  not 
great  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  fiance,  viewiug  a  change  qf 
Miutftefs,  as  a  change  of  the  fyflein  of  the  war,  and  ap  ac- 
knowledgment that  we  were  th^  original  aggreflbn,  would  ex- 
tend bcr  demands  with  the  lamentations  of  the  new  Am^aOa^ 
dor>4nd  grow  in  infolence,  as  the  Minidersof  the* new  <;rca- 
tion  enlarged  tbc^r  fympathics  and  profcfled  their  grief.  But 
at  allhazards»  he  was  not  for  cntrufting  power  to  the  hands  of 
thofe  whom  the  French  cou^d  (00k  u|>on  as  their  friends,  nor 
did  he  deem  it  fafe  or  ex|»rdicnt  to  remove  the  prefcnt  Miniilcrs 
who  enjoytd  the  confidence  of  the  country,  in  ofder  to  make 
nx)in  for  thofe  who  were  fuppo(ed  to  be  le(s  objefllonable  to 
the  French  Dirc£\qry ;  and  under  thefe  circumflances,  lie 
could  not  aporove  c^  i\\t  motion  of  the  noble  Duke. 

Lord  GrenvUle  did,  that  on  the  prefpnt  occalion  he  had  fa- 
ther thought  it  hecanvp  ))im  to  wait  the  opinion  of  others/  than 
tofhewany  impatience  to  deliver  his  own  fentiments.  Cer- 
tainly, if  it  was  true  (>iyhi<^h  the  Noble  Duke  [the  Duke  of 
Bedfofd]  had  that  night  imputed  to  hirp  as  blame),  that  he  felt 
a  dcfirtc  for  honeft  fi^'e,  and  an  anxiety  to  merit  the  good  opi- 
nbn  oif  his  country,  and  of  ppfierity,  that  fentiment  mud  be 
9mpiy  gratiped  m  ^  maaner  in  which  the  conduct  of  G07 
y^mment  had  that  night  been  fpoken  of,  and  in  the  quarters 
from  which  that  approbation,  had  proceeded.  In  what  related 
perfonally  to  himfelf,  he  might  weH  reft  ;he*  quf ftion  there; 
por  even  would  a  much  higher  objcdt,  the  vindication  of  th^ 
dignity  and  honour  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  diarader  of  th^ 
Btitilh  nation,  which  had  that  night  been  vilified,  have  in- 
duced him  TO  attempt  to  ^d  to  that  iniprc,(Iion  which  had  al< 
ready  been  .  produced — He  mij»ht  even  have  remained  iilentj 
when  it  was  faid  not  only  pt  Minifters,  of  that  Houfe,  and  of 
rarltament,  but  of  the  whole  people  of  England,  that  they  ha4 
embraced  with  fatisfaftion  the  idea  of  the  extermination  of  th^ 
people  of  France ;  an  imputation  (o  horrible  and  io  unfounded, 
that  he  could  hardly  yet  perfuade  himfelf  that  he  had  heard  it 
uttered  by  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  •. 

But  he  confidered  the  prefeni  motion  as  much  mor^  impor- 
tant, with  a  view  to  the  prefcnt  and  future  interefis  of  th^ 
country,  than  in  its  reference  to  the  condudk  and  xhara^^ 
even  of  the  whole  Britifli  nation.  It  brought  jto  iflue  .here^ 
tbatqaedion  which  now  divided  every  other  part  of  £urope» 

=».    ^     *    '  an4 
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^^t  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  [Loi«i 

and  into  which  tio  man  muft.diiguife  from  himretf,  thataltpb* 
litical  differences  in  this  countr]^  were  now  rapidly  refolving 
thcmfcl vcs. — Confidcring  it  in  this  view,  he  could  not  fatisfy' 
his  confcicnce,  if  he  did  not  folicit  their  Lordihii^*  attention 
to  it.     It  would  eafilv  he  fcen  from  the  whole  courfe  of  argu* 
mcnt  hy  which  the  motion  had  hecn  fupportedy  th^t  tlie.  pre- 
fent  quellion  related  much  lefs  to  the  conduct   6r  chara£{er 
of  any  individuals,  thai)  to  the  fyftem  on  >^ich  the  Parlia* 
ment  and  people  of  this  coiintry  were  at  that  moment  acting, 
in  oppcxOtlon  to  the  arms  and  princtples  of  Frazicc.  Iq  order 
tp  decry  this  fydcm,  and  to  indi|Ce  the  BrttiHi  nation  to  con- 
fefs  thofe  crimes  and  follies,  that  Injuftlce  and  cruelty,  with 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  charged  them,  he  had  revived  alt 
the  unfoutided  allegations  refpefling  the  principle  of  the  W4r, 
fo  often  made  in  that  place,  and  fo  often  rejcdcd  by.  their 
Lordfhips.     Thefe  the  noble  Duke  had  with  mucji  labour 
contiafted  with  each  other;  }>qt  their  difference  only  proved 
the,contradiJlions  of  his  o^yri  apcufations.     ThP  principles 
which  he  aflerted  to  have  beef}  adopted  arid  ipaintained  by. 
Government,  were  indeed  thbfe  principles  which  had  on  dif- 
ferent occaflons  been  imputed  to  them  by  the  noble  Duke 
and  his  friends,  but  which  tl^e  Miniflers  had  then,  as  now, 
uniformly  and  unequivocally  difclaimed.  The  decifive  proot 
upon  the  fubje£i  was. to  be  found,  not  in  loofe  recolletlion 
or  in  vague  reports,  but  on  the  Journals  of  tt^e  Houfe.    T))e 
fpeeches  with  which  the  K»ng  had  opened  and  conclud^(!| 
each  feilion  of  Parliament,  afforded  an  authentic  record  of 
the  language  of  Government  refpefting  the  origin,  grounds, 
and  progrefs  of  the  war.     There  were,  beHdes,   upon  the 
Journals,  many  declarations  which  this  Houfe  had  made  at 
different  periods,  fometimcs  at  the  exprefs  fuggeftion  of  M't- 
tliAers  themfclves,  and  with  the  avowed  intention  of  obviat- 
ing misreprefcntation,     Why  were  not  thefe  appealed  to  ? 
What  two  of  thefe  could  be  produced  which  contradi£l  eacb 
other  r What  one  which  would  fupport  the  (l;^tements  of  the 
noble  Duke?  The. King's  Speech   in   1794,  to  which  the 
jioble  Duke  alluded,  he  had  himfelf  intended  to  have  read  in 
bi^  place :  it  was  now  too  late  an  hour  to  detain  their  Lorcj- 
ihips  with  it ;  but  it  was  on  the  table ;  and  he  challenged 
his  opponents  to  find  in  it  any  paragraph  ^provided  it  was 
read  entire— not  garbled  as  he  had  feen  it  m  fome  publica* 
tiorrs)  [alluding,* probably,  to  Mr.  Erflcine's  pamphlet  on  the 
war2  which  could  aiford  tlve  lead  foundation  for  what  bsti 
4hat  xught  oeen  faid  of  it.     This  then  was  his  defence  of 
Parliament,  ag^inft  the  impiuation  of  having  varied  its  Ian-- 
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gUagBf  or  di(g^\(ed  its  objects— of  having  engaged  in  the  wair 
lor  the  redoration  of  monarcKy  in  France,  or  of  having  our- 
fued  it«  at  any  period,  ivlth  any  other  view  than  that  of  ob*. 
taining  a  lecure  and  honourable  peace  for  this  country. 

The  noble  Duke  had  next  proceeded  to  condemn  the  zU  ' 
liances  entered  into  for  the  profccution  of  the  war.  It  had 
be^Q  faid  that  Miniders  had  pledged  them felves  that  the  allies 
never  would  defect  this  country.  Was  it  poffible  thai  fucfi 
a  pledge  could  have  been  civen,  or  that  F'arliamcnt  evercouldf 
require,  or  receive  it?  The  Britilh  Governmtnt  could  not 
controul  the  conduft  of  foreign  powers.  They  had,  indeed, 
alledged  (particularly  In  the  cafe  of  Auftria)  the  various  mo- 
tives of  good  faith,  honour,  and  dignity  v  of  rntereft,  and 
even  of  fecurity,  which  ought  to  induce  that  power  to  abida 
by  its  engagements  with  Great  Britain.  Yet  if  thefe  con- 
'  iiderations  were  ultimately  without  efFe6l,  we  had,  at  lead  for 
long  as  they  continued  to  operate,  the  advantage  of  the  af- 
(iftance  we  then  received.  If  any  continental  powers  are  Co 
infatuated  as  not  to  fee,  that  by  (baking  the  public  faith  and 
honour  of  their  Governments,  they  (hake  the  very  founda- 
tions of  their  thrones ; — if  they  have  not  yet  been  taiigl|t, 
that  by  giving  way  to  the  prefent  views  of  France,  they  are 
Opening  to  her  the  gates  bf  their  own  capitals,  you  may  re- 
gret the  circumllance  for  their  fake — you  nluft  lament  it  for 
your  own  ;  but  you  cannot,  in  judice,  impute  the  blame  bf 
their  blindnefs  to  men  who  aA  on  more  honourable  prin« 
eiples,  and  with  a  wifcr  policy.  We  have  under  fiich  cir- 
cumllances  at  Icaft  this  confolation,  that  if  we  now  contend 
alone,  it  is  againft  an  enemy  exhaufted  by  the  cScAs  of  that, 
very  fyftem  of  alliance  which  the  noble  Lords  condemn.  It- 
was  indeed  curious  to  obferve,  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
thefe  alliances  were  moft  loudly  blamed,  and  when  one  noble 
Lord  [  Lord  HoliandJ  had  hazarded  the  extravagant  alfer- 
tion,  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  fubfidized  thefe 
powers  for  concluding  feparate  peace,  the  lofs  of  their. a(II(l- 
ance  was  the  very  topic  on  which  the  fame  noble  Lords  had 
moft  relied,  in  all  their  e(Forts  to  deprefs  the  fpirit  of  their 
country.  .  Minillers  had  endeavoured  to  procure  that  aid 
when  it  could  be  had ;.  we  then  reaped  advantage  of  it ;  and 
even  when  its  immediate  operation  hasceafed,  we  feel  at  this 
moment  its  beneficial  confequences*.  What  would  be  faid  to 
smy  Minifter  engage«l  in  a  jufi,  neceflary  and  arduous  con- 
tcft,  whP;  declined  to  avail  bimfeif  of  any  alliances,  becaufe 
there  never  could  beany  certainty  of  their  permanence  j  or  who 
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rcfiifcdi  powerful  aid  ia  priffcnt,  ftccaiifc  it  might  po»b!^ 
be  withdrawn  befoor  the  termination  of  the  conteft } 

The  Houft^  was  then  told,  that  in  cVcry  paH  of  the  ti^ar  wi^ 
had  coitipleteiy  failed ;  and' for  that  reatbn  rtley  were  dciirea 
to  withdraw  their  confidence  from  Miniftcrs,  ^ho  had  ftiewii 
ihemfelves  unable  to  defend  the  interefts  of  their  Country-  It 
would  hardly  be  credited  by  anv  man  who  had  liot  heftrd  th6 
noble  Lords,  that  ir^.sill  their  ftatemcnts  of  tne  cdnduAanJ 
progrefs  of  the  tirar;  they  had  omitted  even  tht  flighteft  men- 
tion of  an^  part  of  our  naval  triumphs.   On  the  affaiis  oT  the 
cofatinent,  in  which  we.  have  a  fecohdary  intereft,  th'^^  h$d 
dwelt  with  peculiar  ehfiphafls,  but  of  that  which  was  thfe  pri- 
mary objeA  to  Great  Britaifli  not  a  word  had  hithertel  been 
Ihid.    This  Was  the  juIUce  of  the  iloble  JDord^.    They  pro*^ 
pofed  tb  the  tioufe  ib  condemn  the  Minifters,  without  even 
examining  the  principal  feature  of  their  caiile.     Fo^  the  fyC> 
tetn)  t)f  foreign  courts^  whom  we  eould  not  direft ;  for  the 
fiiccefs  of  military  plans,  which  we  could  hot  controiit ;  ^or 
the  dperaticins  of  foreign  armie$i  In  which  -wk  had  not  even 
the  imalleft  (hare,  they  attack  the  cHara6ler  and  arraign  the 
condud  of  Minifters:    Of  thit  which  is  imiriediately  within 
the  fphere  of  Britifh  Governmtm,  which  claims  the  firft 
duty  of  Minlfters,  and  the  firft  attention  of  Parliament ;  of 
that  on  which  principally  de|)ehd  the  natiohal  profperity,  ie«^ 
curity,  and  honour,  thbv  wi(b  you  to  difmifs  all  confkkra- 
tloiii    Agalnft  this  mode  of  trial,  his  LordOiip  faid  he  mud 
decidedly  proteft ;  claiming  for  himfelf  and  for  hts  colleagues 
tiiat  (hare  of  credit^  whatever  it  may  be,  refleArd  on  them  froni 
thofe  triumphs,  the  chief  praife  of  which  was  due  to  the  talour 
and  conduit  of  die  Sriti(n.    The  hSt  of  thefb  fucceffes  could 
not  be  denied.    In  that  part  of  the  war  whtcH  belonged  to  Eng-f 
landi  and  in  which  alone  the  condufk  of  the  Britim  Govern- 
ment could  appear  entire  and  unmixed,  we  bad  not  only  not 
failed,  but  had  obtained  fuccefib  which  furpa(ied  the!  moft  bril- 
liant examples  of  our  anceftors.    It  was  with  their  exampl^ 
with  their  naval  triumphs,  with  their  fuccefs  ahd  glory,  that 
be  was  not  afraid  to  compare  the  prefent  wat ;  demandihg  of 
^  his  opponents  what  other  period  of  our  biftory  could  be  found/ 
when,  after  dccifivc  and  glorious  vt£tories  fucccffivefy  gained 
over  tfie  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  the  firitifh  navy' 
had  rid  triumphant  at  the  feme  moment  at  the  mouths  of  Breft; 
and  Cadiz,  and  the  Texel? 

It  had  been  next  ^Hedged,  that  we  had  evinced  a  difpcfitiod 
to  continue  the  war  beyond  the  time  wberi  peace  could  hav# 
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beenfKmcRirahly  '<!>htaine(l.     It  had  been  that  night  afTerted^  and 
&  hwi  oocafitMi^ny"  read  el fe where,  that  there  was  a  period, 
during 'the'  foctefles  of  our  alHes  on  the  Continenty  when 
France  would  hfcyc  been  clifpofcd  to  peace,  and  that  this  difpo- 
fitioa  had  heeA  ^^imiilally  negleifled.     It  was  difficult  to  meet 
fodi  an  afiertion^  Hbcaufc  ft  did  not  fpecify  the  time  to  \vhich 
it  referred.     He  deO red  therefore  firft  to  deny  it  as  a  general  af- 
fei  tion,  and  in  the  moft  unequivocal  terms.     As  far  a^  he  could 
coIle£i,'what  wos-the  particular  period  referred  to,  it  wfis  during 
thetyFahny  of  Robefpierre,  of  whom  he  could  not  fpeak  in  any 
terms  of  abhorrence  equally  forcible  with  thofe  daily  ufed  by 
every  Frenchman,  and  moft  of  all,  by  thofe  who  had  been  moft 
fubfervicnt  to  his  power.     He  n>entioned  the  name,   only  to 
remind  their  Lordflbips  of  the  fyftem  then  purfucd.     There 
was  at  that  time  no  Government  in  France,  unlefs  their  Lord- 
Ihips  would  dignify   with  that  honourable  term,  aflaffins, 
batchers,  ^nd  executioneis,  fiigmatized  with  the  univerfal  exe- 
cration of  mankind.     There  was  no  difpofition  to  peace  with 
England,  unlefs  it  could  be  found  in  the  reports  of  Barrere, 
who  then  hrft  brought  forward  the  comparifoti  of  Rome  and 
Carthage — who  then  firft  announced  the  principle,  Delenda 
ifi  Carthago  \  \e3Ly\v\g  to  his  fucce0ars  the  firft  example  of  that 
language,  fmcc  fo  completely  adopted  by  the  French  Direftoryi 
pother  proof  was  wjnted,  it  woulg  be  found  in  the.  decree 
forgiving  no  quarter  to  the  Britifh  troops — a  decree  which,  in 
jufticc  to  the  French  troopsi  little  as  he  was  difpofed  to  praife 
diem,  he  niuft  fay,  that  even  they  had  refufed  to  execute,  and 
which  he  believed  had  never  been  enforced,  except  in  fomc  few 
infiancesj  by  the  immediate  inftruments  of  that  fanguinary 
fyfteoi.     So  far  was  he  from  thinking  that  there  was  at  that 
mofjient  any  real  chance  of  negotiation,  that  in  his  foul  he  be- 
lieved any  Britifti  Minifter  .then  fent  to  Paris,  would  have  been 
fcnt  only  to  accompany  the  vi£lims  of  that  tyranny  to  the 
guillotine. ,   From  the  moment  of  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  every 
opportunity  that  pointed  towards  peace  had  been  eagerly  (fome- 
times  perhaps  too  eagerly)  embraced.     The  queftion  of  the 
negotiation  at  Paris,  bad  that  night  been  revived— That  nego- 
tiation had'ulready  been  fully  difcuffed  by  their  Lordfhips;  and 
their  opinion  of  the  fincerity  of  the  Jiritifti  Government,  and 
of  the  hoftile  determination  of  France,  had  b-?en'unequivocally 
cxfM-eil^,^ .  He  would  not  therefore  deuin  them  with  frelh 
refutation  oLold  and  hacknied  pbje£lions  which  thfey  had  fd 
repeatedly  examined,  difcufted  and  rejc£ted.     But  a  new  accu- 
Uikai  "had  that  night  been  made,  fo  extraordinary,  that  he  had 
^>ecn  unable  to  refrain  from  interrupting  the  noble  Duke  by 
Vol-.  II.  1798.  U  the 
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the  involuntary  exprcffion  of  his   aflonUhment.     The' noble 
Duke  had  faid,  that  the  plan  of  peace  then  offered  by  Great 
Britain,  refted  on  the  partition  and  fix)liation  of  the  little 
powers  of  Europe :  when  called  to  by  him  (though  irregularly, 
he  confeflcd,)  to  fpecify  the  particularsy  the  noble  Duke  had 
told  the  Houfe,  that  the  Britifh  Projet  took  Trinidad  from 
Spain,  the  .Cape  and  Ceylon  from  Holland,  and  left  the  three 
partitioning  powers  in  the  pofleiSon  of  Poland.     As  to  Trini- 
dad, he  perceived  the  noble  Duke  had  difcovered  his  miftakc, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  unneceffary  to  dwell  upon  it.    He 
hall  never  before  heard  opain  and  Holland  included  in  thedefcnp- 
tion  of  the  little  powers  of  Europe.   Nor  would  it  have  been  con» 
iidered  as  a  proof  of  much  difpofition  for  peace  on  our  part, 
if  we'had  announced  at  Paris,  that  this  bleffing  muft  be'deferred 
till  Ruffia,  Audria,  and  Pruflia  were  compelled,  by  what 
means  he  knew  not,  to  refiore  the  antient  limits  and  integrity 
of  Poland.     Wc  were  no  parties  to  tliat  partition,  which  we 
-   had  always  refitbbated ;  but  which  we  had  no  means  to  pre- 
vent, much  lefs  to  refcind  it  after  its  completion.     Holland, 
when  wc  were  firft  driven  into  war,  was  a  friendly  and  indepen- 
dent power,  with  whom  refted  the  defence  of  thofe  pofleffions  ' 
which  are  often  confidered  as  the  keys  of  the  Britifh  empire  in 
India.     We  offered  to  France,  that  if  (he  could  replace  Hol- 
land in  that  fituation  of  independence  and  amity  towards  us, 
we  would  reftorc  thofe  conquefts :  we  even  added,  that  if  this, 
from  fubfequent  events,  could  only  partially  be  done,  wc  would 
confider  to  what  extent  our  own  fafety  would  allow  us  to  relax 
from  demands,  in  which  that  confideration  had  formed   the 
principal  ingredient.     So  far  from  plundering  the  little  poyvers, 
the  Projet  had  been  exprefsly  framed  in  the  view tsf -pre venting 
fuch  a  mcafure.     If  by  the  reftoration  of  our  conduefU    to 
France,  the  Netherlands  had  been  procured  for  the  Emperor, 
all  plea  for  thefe  extenfive  fchemcs  of  partition  now  in  agitation  » 
would  have  been  at  once  rcinoved. — The  failure  of  that  plan 
had  led  to  the  fyftem  now  purfued  at  Raftadt,  without  the  con* 
currcnce  of  Great  Britain.     Of  the  negotiation  nt  Liflc,  even 
the  noble  Duke  had  found  it  imroffible  to  fpeak  in  any  terms 
which  could  contradidl  the  general  imprelTions  of  the  country. 
He  had  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  blaming  the  choice  of 
the  negotiator  who  was  employed.     Speaking  in  theprefence 
of  that  noble  Lord  (Lord  Mai mefbury),  Lord  Grenville  TaicI 
that  he  could  not  exprefs  all  he  felt  of  his  conduft  on  that  oc- 
cafioQ.    He  would  only  therefore  remark,  that  he  was  no^e 
cenfuredfor  employing  a  man,  on  whofe  condu£l  in  the  mod 
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difficult  firuation,  malignity  and  fadlion  thetnfclves  had  never 
been  able  to  cad  the  flighted  imputation. 

From  this  part  of  the  fubjcdl  Lord  Grenville  paffcd  to  the 
Origin  of  the  War,  which  had  again  been  brought  forward, 
and  particularly  by  one  noble  Lord  (Lord  Holland)  who  for 
the  fecondtime  referred  to  fuppofed  opinions  delivered  in  that 
Houfe  long  before  he  was  a  member  of  it,  and  who  had  charg- 
ed him  for  having,  as  he  termed  it,  rebuked  him  on  that  fob* 
jedl.  He  certainly  bad  not  pre  fumed  to  rebuke  him  for  any  part 
.  of  bis  Parliamentary  conduft,  but  had  taken  the  liberty  to  do 
that  which  he  muft  again  take  the  liberty  of  doing,  v\z,  advife 
him  to  leave  it  toother  Lords  to  notice  what  had  paiTed  in  Par- 
liament refpeiSUng  the  origin  of  the  war,  topicks  which  had 
been  repeatedly  difcufled  and  decided  upon  in  that  Houfe,  at  a 
period  when  the  nobl?  JLord  could  not  poffibly  be  fuppofed  to 
have  turned  his  attention   to  the  grounds  of  thofe  difcuflSons 
and  decifions.     If,  however,  the  noble  Lord  was  really  defir- 
ous  of  obtaining  information  as  to  the  caufes  of  the  war  which 
France  had  declared  againft  us,.he  might  refer  him  to  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  other  authentic  documents  of 
thofe  tranfaAtons.     But  he  thought  the  noble  Lord  might  even 
fpare  himfelf  tlie  pains  of  acquiring  more  accurate  information 
of  former  tranTa<f^ions,   and  might  eafily  form  his  judgment 
from  what  was  now  palling  before  his  eyes.     For,  if  it  was 
true  that  prefent  condudt  afforded  any  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  of  paft  intentions ;    or  that  the  charadlcr  and  views  of 
men  and  governments  were  expanded  and  developed  by  fuccefs, 
he  might  reft  the  queftion  of  French  Aggrefllon  on  that  ground 
.alone,  abandoning  for  the  moment  every  one  of  thofe  argu- 
ments and  proofs  on  which  that  point  had  long  ago  been  de- 
cided by  their  Lordfhips.     He  would  pafs  over  every  ground 
of  jcaloufy  or  complaint  which  preceded  the  war — the  occopa- 
tipn  of  the  Netherlands ;  the  navigation  of  the   Scheldt ;    the 
repeated  infults  to  our  allies  ;  the  orders  of  Dumouricr  to  attack 
Hoibnd;  the  orders  to  Genet  to  ftir  Up  America  againfl  us ; 
the  decree  of  Univerfal  Fraternity  ;  tlic  public  audience  given 
by  the  Convention  to  the  Ambaffadors  of  Britifli  Treafon  ; 
the  declaration  <5f"the  French  Miniftcr  of  ^iaiinc  to  the  Breft 
ileet,  that  they  (hould  plant  4e  (fandard  of  liberty  in  England; 
the  whole  language  and  condud  of  Chauvelin  ;  nay  even  the 
declaration  of  war  itfelf,  made  in  the  midft  of  negotiation,  and 
at  a  moment  when,  by  the  confeffions  of  Briflbt,  Robefpierre, 
jnd  Dumourier,  England  had  manifefted  an  unequivocal  dc- 
fire   for  the  maintenance  of  peace— all  thefe  he  Aftfented  to 
oj»it:— The  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement  purfuedby 
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France  upon  the  Continent ;  ber  unjaft  aggreffion  againft 
Auftria  and  Pruffia  ;  her  unjuft  invafion  of  the  German  Em- 
pire; her  unprovoked  war  agamft  Spain,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and 
Jven  againft  Portugal,  the  antient  ally  of  Great  Britain — to 
none  of  thofe  would  he  defire  their  attention ;  though  there 
was  not  one  which  would  not  in  any  good  period  of  our  hif- 
tory  have  been  deemed  a  fufficient  reafon  for  cal!ir»g  forth  all 
the  energy  of  this  country.  But  when  we  favv  Geneva  and 
Avignon  given  up  to  plunder  and  mafTacre,  without  even  the 
fhadow  ofpretence — when  Genoa  was  revolutionized  as  the 
reward  of  unjuft  partiality  to  France  ;  when  Venice  on  no 
other  ground  than  her  obftinatc  adherence  to  neutrality,  in 
themidft  of  furrounding  hollilities,  was  attacked,  fubdued, 
and  obliterated  from  the  rank  and  catalogue  of  nations  ;  when 
Rome  was  made  the  viAim  of  pretences  which  add  m^^kery 
and  infult  to  favage  cruelty  ;  when  every  maritime  neutral 
nation  faw  i»s  commerce  and  navigation  the  prey  of  unbridled 
rapacity  and  avarice  ;  when  neither  recent  friendlhip  nor  the 
•  fcnfe  of  reciprocal  benefits,  noi*  remotenefs  from  the  fccne  of 
European  Politics,  nor  long  and  patient  forbearance  under  every 
injury,  foreign  and  domeftic,  could  protefl -America  in  the  en* 
joyment  of  that  tranquillity  which  fhehad  endeavoured  to  pur- 
chafe  by  fo  many  facrifices  ;  when  .  even  Switzerland  herfelf 
was  now  driven  to  contend  for  her  exjftence — the  oldeft  Friend 
and  ally  of  France-;(-venerated  by  al}  furrounding  nations  as 
the  firftafylum  of  liberty  in  Europe — rcfpefked  always  in  the 
midft  of  the  fierceft  contefls,  as  the  isviolable  fandaary  of 
peace,  induftry  and  virtue: — when  fuoh  was  the  prcfentcon- 
du£l  of  France,  might  he  not  afk  the  no^le  Lord  himfelf,  whe*' 
thcr  it  did  not  demonftrate  one  invariab^  and  unifurcti  fyftem, 
purfued  alike  againft  every  nation,  hofti^e  or  friendly,  in  peace, 
in  amity,  or  in  league,  but  always  moft  inveterate  againft  thofe 
Governments  which  beft  |)rovided  for  the  happinefs  of  their 
fubjcas?  • 

From  thefe  topics,  the  noble  Lord  had  gone  into  a  difcuf- 
fion  of  our  domeftic  policy — Our  finances  had  been  reprefentcd ' 
as  exhaufted,  and  the  fyftem  of  voluntary  contribution  had 
been  totally  condemned.  For  his  paf(,  if  he  had  thought  the 
refourcts  of  his  country  exhaufted,  he  ftiould  have  been  reluc- 
tant to  declare  and  proclaim  it,  at  a  moment  when,  even  by  the 
confeflion  of  the  noMe  Lords  them felves,  France  had  haughtily 
rejedlcd  every  idea  of  Peace.  But  he  thought  the  fad  was 
otherwife.  He  favv,  indeed,  great  burthens  necefiarily  impof^ 
ed,  but  he  faw  an  ability  and 'a  fpirit  to  bear  theui,  and  evet^ 
to  ppen  frelh  iciources  from  voluntary  donation,    A  mode 

which  n 
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which,  though  the  noble  Marquis  (Marquis  of  Lanfdown)  had 
now  condcfAned,  had  at  a  former  perioij  been  applauded  in  a 
memorable  fpecch  from  the  throne  *,  which ,  if  the  noble  Mar- 
quis would  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to  it  on  the  Journals, 
would  probably  refrefli  his  memory,  and  atleaft  i.t'sfv  him  that 
there  was  once  a  great  miniOer  in  this  country,  \Aio  eniprtain- 
cd  very  different  fentiments  on  this  fubjed. 

With  refpeA  to  our  general  lituation,  the  noble  Duke  had 
aiked,  whether  we  had  not  facrificfd  fome  of  thcftrongeil  bul- 
warks of  our  public  freedom  ?  He  replied  with  confidence  that 
we  had  not — Parliament  had  performed  its  duty,  in  reftraining 
the  progrefs  of  fedition  and  trcafon,  but  no  refiraint  was  im« 
pofed  upon  the  liberty  of  any  faithful  or  loyal  fubjc<3. 

7'he  neceffity  of  any  remarks  upon  the  fubjedi  of  Ireland, 
was  wholly  precluded  by  what  the  Houfe  had  heard  from  a 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Downihire)  who  fpoke  with  all  the  autho- 
rity due  to  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ful>je£l,  to  his  deep 
intcreft  in  it,  and  to  the  firm  and  manly  part  which  he  had 
perfonally  taken  m  fupport  of  the  laws  and  confiitution  of  his 
country,  and  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  fellow -fubjecls. 
He  completely  agreed  with  that  nohie  Lord,  that  there  was  no 
falvation  to  Ireland,  nor  any  chance  of  preferving  its  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain^  but  in  the  purfuit  of  the  prefent  fyiiem. 
Much  had  been  faid  alxHit  conciliation,  and  one  noble  Lord 
had  gone  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that  even  if  there  were  a  difpoGtion 
tocoQciIiatk>n,  it  would  not  be  received  at  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent roinifters;  as  if  we  were  really  to  believe,  that  when  the 
committees  of  afiaffination  deliberated  about  the  plunder  of  a 
hoafe,  or  the  murder  of  a  magiftrate,  they  firft  enquired  whe- 
ther the  noble  Marquis  or  the  noble  Duke  had  yet  been  named 
to  the  fituntion  of  minifler  in  England,  If  conciliation  to 
them  was  meant,  he  knew  of  none  which  could  fucceed  :  con- 
ciliation to  Ireland  had  been  invariably  purfued  by  the  Englifh 
government,  but  particularly  by  the  prefent  miniAers.  Almoft 
the  firft  aft  of  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had 
been  to  offer  to  Ireland  a  liberal  participation  of  the  Britifh 
market,  at  the  hazard  of  all  his  popularity  in  England  ;  and 
though  the  whole  mercantile  and  manufaduring  intereft  was 
taught  to  clamour  againfl  him,  for  facrificing,  as  they  faid  thc:r 
profperJty  to  the  intereftsof  Ireland,  that  boon  was  rejected  by 
the  Irifli  Parliament,  under  what  had  been  truly  called  the 

•  Speech  from  the  Throne,  a6th  November,  178*,  when  the  Marqui» 
ofhuifdown  was  fM  |«ord  af  the  Trearuiy. 

'  fillieft 
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fillied  iklufion  ever  pradifed  on  the  councils  of  any  nation. 
Since  that  time  the  conciliatory  difpofition  of  the  nsinifters  to- 
wards Ireland  had  ftiewn  itfcif  on  every  occafiqn.  Speaking 
even  of  conciliation  to  large  bodies  in  Ireland,  it  was  not  un- 
known to  any  man  acquainted  with  the  fubje^i,  that  their  opi-* 
nions  had  in  one  inftance  out  run  thofe  of  fome  of  the  befl  in-  I 

formed  and  bed  difpofed  men  in  irelahd.     In  the  prefcnt  mo-  | 

mcnt>  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  only  real  conciliation  to  Ireland,  | 

was  to  proteft  the  lives  of  its  Magiilratesv  to  defend  the  proper-  j 

ty  of  its  inhabitants,  and  to  maintain  itsdomedic  laws,  and  its  ' 

imperial  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

Such  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  prcfent  motion  had  ! 

been  fqpportcd.  It  had  been  imputed  to  Minifters,  but  wholly 
without  foundn]:ion,  that  they  had  made  the  foolifh  and  arro- 
gant declaration,  that  except  themfelves,  there  were  no  men  ^ 
in  the  cbnntry  of  fuiBcient  talents  to  condu6l  Government,  l 
and  of  fufficient  loyalty  to  be  truftcd.     For  his  colleagues  and 
forhimfelfhe  difclaimed '  fuch  an  aflTertion — He  knew,  that  I 
among  the  numerous  ranks  of  thofe  who  had  fupported  the           ' 
prefent  fyftcm,  there  were  many  men  of  the  higheft  integrity,            j 
character  and  talents ;  many  men  of  abilities  much  fuperior  to  | 
his,  and  to  whom,  whenever  it  fhould  pleafe  his  Majefty  to 
place  them  in  his  fituation,  he  fhould  readily  give  way,  knovtr-' 
ing  as  he  did  the  fteadinefs  of  their  principles  in  fupport  of  the 
fame  fyftem  in  which  they  Had  hitherto  concurred ;  though  , 
even  then,xhe  feared  it  would  not  be  without  fome  fccret  re- 
gret, that  he  fhould  fee  himfelf  no  longer  thought  worthy  to 
ihare  the  dangers  and  to  partake  of  the  honour  of  the  prefent 
contefl.    When  he  had  faid  thus  much  of  himfelf,  he  muft  af-  ! 
lert  with  refpedl  to  his  colleagues,  that  he  knew  not  where  ! 
there  could  be  found,  even  among  all  the  fuppoiters  of  Go- 
veinment,   men  better  qualified  in  honour,  integrity,  talent^ 
and  virtue,  to  fill  the  arduous  fituations  in  which  they  are  novr 
placed.    But  allowing  for  a  moment,  that  fuch  a  change  were  .  I 
made,  would  that  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  prpfent  motion  ^  | 
It  would  not — the  choice  muft  therefore  be  confined  vritbin 
very  narrow  limits.    The  noble  Duke  had  excluded  himfelf  | 
and  his  immediate  party — ^he  had   indeed  offered  fupport  to            { 
thofe  who  would  accept  ofince  on  the  conditions  he  prefcribed  ; 
but  he  had  faid,  that  if  they  took  it,  he  fhould  admire  their 
courage.    In  this  Lord  Grenville  faid  he  completely  agreedr — 
to  rely  on  fuch   fupport  fo  offered,  and  for  fuch  meafures, 
would  indeed  he  an  aii  of  defperate  courage;  and  if  the  pre-  ! 
fent  motion  was  agreed  tOj  he  thought  Parliament  muft  adopt  I 

the 
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the  recent  law  of  the  Dutch  Convention^    which  fentenccd 
every  man  to  tranfportatign  who  refufed  to  be  a  Minider. 

The  noble  Lords  retained  their  own  opinions  in  favour  of 
Radical  Reform ;  but  thefc,  apparently,  for  fome  reafon  of 
management  or  intrigue,  fecmed  to  be  put  Jefs  forward  in  this 
night's  debate  than  they  had  been  before — the  light  was  thrown 
on  other  parts  of  the  pifture,  while  this  was  fliaded  over,  and 
kept  with  care  in  the  back  ground.  Still,  however,  it  was 
there.  The  noble  Duke  had  cxprefsly  declared,  that  he  would 
never  belong  to  any  Government  that  did  not  carry  through 
this  Radical  Reform.  And  he  had  concluded  his  fpeech  with 
pompous  imprecations  on  himfelf,  if  ever  he  confented  to  aft 
with  the  prcfcni  Minifters,  whom  he  juftly  confidered  as  hof- 
tile  to  it.  The  noble  Duke  might  be  aflured,  that  whatever 
diflike  he  might  feel  to  their  fyftem,  it  could  not  poffibly  ex- 
ceed the  fettled  deteftation  which  they  entertained  for  the  prin- 
ciples and  conduct  of  Radical  Reformirs^  though  they  might 
not  think  it  necefiary  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  in  the  tone 
or  language  of  tragedy.  Their  opinion  of  Radical  Reform  was 
the  fame  which  had  long  ago  been  delivered  by  Coi^dorcet,  a 
great  authority  on  the  fubje£i  of  revolutions,  but  who  had  not 
difcovered  the  art  of  fo^  guiding  the  ftorm  which  he  had  con- 
tributed to  raife,  as  to  efcape  becoming  himfelf  one  of  it:^  ear- 
Jieft  facrifices.  When  Condorcct  announced  with  joy,  that 
the  patriots  of  England  were  labouring  in  thatcaufe,  he  added, 
that  from  fuch  reform,  the  tranfition  would  be  (hort  indeed, 
to  the  eftablifliment  of  a  complete  republic. 

The  noble  Duke  confented,  however,  that  the  new  Mini- 
Aers  fhould  poftpone  the  queftion  of  reform  in  England:— » 
But  in  Ireland,  probably  becaufe  the  danger  there  feemed  lefs, 
or  the  objection  weaker,  he  required  that  it  (hould  immedi- 
ately be  carried.  Nor  was  this  all — peace  muft  be  procured 
with  France^  notwithftanding  what  had  been  confefled  of  her 
inveterate  hoftiiity  to  us :  and  a  noble  Marquis  had  faid  what 
he  feemed  to  think  matter  of  much  indifference  to  the  Houfe, 
though  to  the  new  Minifters  it  might  be  an  objeft  of  fome 
confidcration,  that  the  peace  mud  be  made,  though  thofe  who 
made  it  would  probably  be  hanged  for  doing  fo. 

The  principles  on  which  fuch  a  peace  was  likely  to  be  con- 
cluded, might  eafily  be  coileded.  In  addition  to  all  that  the 
noble  Duke  had  faid,  of  the  injuftice  and  wickednefs  of  the 
war  which  this  country  had  ventured  to  maintain  for  its  own 
defence,  the  noble  Marquis  had  given  the  Houfe  an  edimate 
of  the  value  of  our  foreign  pofleflions,  which  he  had  defcribed 
as  a  load  and  burthen  on  the  ihoulders  of  this  country.   Com* 

bining 
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billing 'vhcreibrc  thcfe  two  principles,  learnt  froin  the  (bp- 
porters  of  the  prefent  motion,  the  new  negotiator  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  France.  He  was,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  make  our 
humble  apology  to  the  DireSory,  for  the  infolence  in  prefuni' 
ing  to  defend  ourfelves,  to  cxprcfs  our  deep  regret  at  ourin- 
juftice,  in  maintaining  againil  their  will,  our  properties  and 
lives,  the  conditution  and  independence  of  our  country  ;>.and 
to  affure  them  of  our  fincere  and  contrite  repentance  for  all  the 
bloodfhed  and  carnage  which  their  wickednefs  had  occafionec^. 
To  fuch  an  addrefs  it  could  not  be  expected  that  much  favour 
would  be  (hewn.  If  we  had  any  interefts  to  maintain  in  fuch 
a  negotiation,  we  fliould  undoubtedly  be  told  that  we  had  con- 
feiied  our  own  crimes,  and  muft  abide  the  puniihment  which 
France  impoTed.  We  might,  however,  perhaps,  expefb  at 
laft,  that  the  Direftory,  taking  fome  pity  of  us,  would  agree 
to  deliver  us  from  part  of  the  burthen  under  which  we  labour* 
they  might  poffibly  have  the  goodnefs  to  relieve  us  of  Jamaica ; 
to  take  upon  their  own  (boulders  the  defence  of  our  Indian 
po(re(rions,  perhaps  even  to  difcharge  us  of  the  whole  weight 
and  load  of  Bengal.  And  though  it  was  true,  that  by  thefe 
operations  we  (houid  lofe  the  beft  part  of  our  commerce,  more 
than  half  our  revenue,  and  nearly  the  whole  fource  and  fupply 
of  our  naval  ftrength,  we  (hould  certainly  remain  a  light,  dif- 
burthened,  and  well-compa£ted  power,  peculiarly  able  to  rcfift 
the  future  enterprizes  of  the  Direflory,  and  to  defend  ourfelves 
againft  that  which  even  the  noble  Lords  had  defcribed  as  the 
fummit  of  human  raifery,  fuhjcflion  to  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment of  France.  If  thcfe  were  the  principles  upon  which  the 
peace  was  to  be  made,  he  ferioufly  belived  the  noble  Marquises 
predi6lion  would  be  literally  verified — the  Minrfters  who 
made  it  (whoever  they  might  be)  would  certainly  be  banged^ 
and  he  was  furc  they  would  deferve  it. 

With  refpeft  to.  Ireland,  the  difficulty  rtiight  be, greater. 
The  noble  Lords  hnd  appeared  to  feel,  how  impo(riblcit  was  to 
perfuade  the  Houfc  that  the  reform  of  Parliament,  and  giving 
the  little  that  remained  to  he  granted  to  the  Catholics,  could  an- 
fwer  their  dcfcription  of  the  efFefts  to  be  produced  by  concili- 
ation ;  they  had  therefore  protefled  againft  I>eing  obliged  to 
fpecify  any  particular  terms  of  conciliai ion,  but  had  defined  it 
to  be,  in  one  word,  the  givi^ig  whatever  Ireland  wants.  Sup- 
pofing  therefore  for  a  moment,  that  a  Parliamentary  reform  in 
Ireland  was  eafy  as  it  appeared  difficult,  and  that  the  other  mca- 
fur^  could  be  adopted  in  its  full  extent  without  an  a£l  of  trca- 
fon,  there  would  ftill  remain  for  the  new  Miniftersto  difcover, 
and  to  grant,  what  Ireland  wants.     He  was  apprchcnfivc  that 

the 
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the  wants  bf  different  clafies  of  perfons  in  that  kingdom,  would 
he  found  not  very  confident  With  each  other.  The  landed 
genUeman,  the  roerchanti  the  farmer,  and  the  induftrious  arti- 
xan,  wonld  probably  want  to  preferve  their  property  ;  th« 
juryman  and  magiflrate  would  want  not  to  be  butchered  )  the 
faithful  and  loyal  fubjc£l  of  every  clafs,  would  want  to  pre- 
ferve his  allegiance  to  his  Sovereign ;  while  the  confpirator 
would  want  to  destroy  all  property*  to  place  the  life  of  every 
man  at  his  mercy,  and  finally,  to  fuhje£t  his  country  to  the  do  i 
niination  of  France. 

It  was  to  refill  tbcfe  principles  that  his  colleagues  and  him- 
felf  Were  dcfirous  to  remain  in  office ;  willing  to  concede  their 
fituations  toothers,  if  by  others  more  effe£tual  refidance  could 
he  made;  but  ready  to  expofe  themfelve^  to  every  danger  in. 
defence  of  the  laws,  conflitution,  and  independence  ot  their 
country. 

But  the  Houfe  had  heard  that  night  anothec  matter  of  no. 
flight  importance.  The  Correfponding  Societies  in  England 
had  been  mentioned— -whaJ  thofe  Societies  were,  he  need  not 
remind  their  Lordihips — Their  publications,  their  meetings, 
their  declarations,  were  in  the  memory  of  every  man,  A  cri- 
minal had  lately  been  convided  at  Maidftone,  of  attempting  to 
feduce  the  troops,  and  he  was  found  to  belong  to  thefe  focieties. 
A  hobic  Lord  (Lord  Downihire)  had  told  them,  that  even  the 
United  Inihmen  would  not  have  proceeded  to  the  lengths  they 
hadr  without  the  encouragement  of  thefe  focieties.  In  ono 
word,  he  could.  diftin£Uy  ftate,  that,  tn  every  corner  of  the 
King's  dominions,  whatevec  fedition  or  treafon  could  be  found, 
whatever  incitement  to  domefttc  tumult,  whatever^  encourage^ 
ment  to  foreign  invafioil,  to: thefe  focieties  it  was '  uniforqtily  to 
be  traced.  Yet  with  thefe  very  focieties,  it  had  been  ftated  by 
a  0ioftrefpeAable  Member  pf  that  Hoafe  (Lord^  Mulgrave), 
that  the  noble  Duke  and  his  party  were  fufpedied  to  have 
formed  a  myftcrious  and  enigmatical' conne£tion.  He  tru(led« 
that  befbfcthe  Houfe  feparated  that  night,  thisfufpicion  would 
be  clearedAip;  that  they  (hould  hear  this  myftery  unfolded^ 
and  this  enigma  refolved.  He  hoped  it  was  impoffible  that 
amy  Member  of  that  Houfe  could  have  the  fmalleQ  difficulty 
in  clearing  hirnfeH*  from^fuch  a  charge ;  in  difavowingit  open-^ 
ly,  or  in  explaining  it  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  his  country.  He 
calUd  foienudy  on  the  noble  Duke  to  dofo.. 

Tot  himfelf,and  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  hat>pinefs  to 
be  conneded,  he  had  explained  to  the  Houfe  the  motives  of 
their  condtt£L  It  was  for  their  Lordlhips  to  decide  upon 
Ifaeni ;  be  that  decifion  what  it  might,  it  would  not  afiedt  th«| 

'Vol..  IL  1798.  X  principles 
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pi^ncipTes  on  i»hich  th^y  aded  :  anxious  only  to  bear  their 
parr,  whatever  it  might  be  v^hich  w:s  affigned  to  thcm^  in  that 
jioble  ftand  which  placed  their  country  at  the  prefent  nionent 
in  a  (late  of  greater  confuleration  aiid  refped  in  Europe,  than 
ever  fhe  had  acquirc^d  at  the  head  of  the  xno(V  triumphant 
league.  If  they  were  anxious  for  glory,  it  was  for  the  glory  of 
having  ftood  foremoft  in  that  rcfi (lance,  firft  in  labour,  fir(l  in 
danger,  and  he  tiufted,  not  laft  in  honour;  animating  tlieir 
country  to  its  ancient  Ipirir,  and  enforcing  to  the  utmoft  the 
neceffity  of  that  rcfiflance  which,  if  fteadily  perfevcred  in,  he 
was  c6niident  would  withdand  a  torrent  that  had  torn  up  by 
the  roots  whatever  had  once  bent  before  it. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanjdown  in  reply  faid,  the  noble  Loi-d  de- 
rived no  mconfiderable  aid  from  a  loud  voice,  a  confident  man^ 
ner,  and  an  authoritative  air,  theufual  concomitants  of  office; 
but  nothing  of  the  fort  ihduld  alter  him  from  maintaining  and 
rfcalTcrting,  what  no  mifreprefentation  could   do  awiiy.     He 
once  more,  therefore,  troubled  their  Lord  (hips,  in  order  to  deny 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State's  argumentj  in  moft  of  what  he 
fatd.refpdJling    hi*  declarations  in  the  courfe  of  his  fonner 
fpcech  that  evening,  and  toprotcft  inthe  moft  folemn  manner 
that  what  h^  had  faid  he  (hould  be  ready   to  repeat  upon  his 
death-bed,  and  fu£Eer  his  falvation  to  depend  upon  the.  truth  of 
it.     He  contended  that  it  was  not  the     intereft  of  France 
any  nnore  than  it  wa^that  of  this  country  to  divide  the  Gtrrnian 
Empire,  and  diSbWe  a  ntmber  of  the  fmall  independent  dates 
Which  wene  fo  ^any  years  the  bulwarks,  and  preferved  the 
bahnceof  all  Europe,  and  to  divide  them  fb  as  to  add  them  to 
three  or  four  great  powen.     To  tWs^  however,  the  Republic 
w^s'driven.     Great  Britain  had  refafed  them  reafonabk  terms 
of  peace,  which  they  certainly  were  anxious  to  obtain^  and 
their  only  alterni^ve  was  to  hang  i  round  the  Emperor,  sntl 
make  the  heft  terms  they  could  with  him*     It  was  a  miftakc 
tofuppofe,  that  when  he  faid  Opportunities  of  making  peace  had 
been  omitted»  he  referred  to  the  time  of  the  attrociou^  tyranny 
©f  Robcfpierrc.     it  was,  however,  probal>le,  that  advantageous 
terms  might  have  bften  made  even  then:  from  his  own  knowledge 
it  was  as  clear  to  him  as  noon  day^  that  they  mizht  haveWea 
obtained  in  171)1  and  1 794  ;  and  he  law  no  ^afon  to  think  an 
advantageous  Peace  could  not  be  concluded  at  this  moment* 
Minifters  might  aflfert  what  they  pleafed,  they  might  run  tbmr 
rigs ;  and  by  their  ommi(rions  it  had  oocurrea,  araongft  innu* 
mefable  evils,  that  what  were  fonnerly  the  fmall  bulwarks  oC 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  were  now  grown  into  grcau 
niaiTcs,  and  no  longer  ferviccabic  to  the  genienil  inieretts  of 
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tlie  empire,  or  ufeful  in  lircfcrving  the  peaoe  of  Europe.  WiA 
regard  to  what  he  had  (aid  relative  to  tlie  Bank  voting  a  ful^ 
fcrtption  of  200,ood1.  he  was  neatly  to  admit  that  he  might  he  mi( 
informed,  hut  he  had  been  alTurcd  that  the  Company's  counfcl 
was  not  prcfcnt,  and  if  (o,  it  furely  was  a  very  hafty  meafure 
for  managers  for  others  to  adopt  even  with  the  coucurrciKC  of 
the  few  proprietors  prefcnt.  His  Lordihip  concluded,  by  la- 
menting tlie  dangers  of  die  prefent  conleft,  faying,  that  in  g 
few  months  it  may  be  a  queftion,  about  the  People's  Liberties, 
their  Lordfliips'  Properties,  and  God  forbid  itihouldever  touch 
the  crown  ! 

Lord  Grenville  rofc  for  a  fingle  moment  to  explain.  Hc 
(aid  he  could  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  aflert  that;  the 
Counfel  of  the  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  was  prefent 
wlien  the  queftion  of  voluntary  fubfcriplion  was  brought  for- 
ward at  the  general  court.  He  iiad  becnafTured  that  the  Di- 
redlors  had  taken  legal  authority  as  to  the  propriety  of  ihc  mea- 
fure, and  that  legal  authority  he  !)elieved  to  be  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Bank. 

The  Duke  9f  Bedford  rofe  in  a  very  cxhauftcd  ftate,  and  faid, 
he  wouW  not  at^thatlatc  hour  have  trefpaffcd  on  their  Lordlhips 
patience  with  a  word  of  reply,  had  not  fomc  infmuations  been 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  the  imprefiions  of 
which  he  could  not  fufFer  to  go  out  into  the  world  witjiout 
fome  anfwrrr.     He  was  extremely  glad  to  lie  prefent  to  do  him- 
iVlf  juftice, but  if  be  even  wiihed  it,  he  was  not  able  to  detain  the 
Houfe  bng.     He  would  juft  obferve  that  the  noble  Secretary 
4>f  State  had  again  been  driven  to  his  ufual  miferable  Ihifts,  he 
had  again  endeavoured  to  affimilate  his  cwn  fate  with   that  of 
the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  in  onler  to  avert  the  vengeance  of 
an  irritated  and  injured  people,     i^.i  Grace  trufted  that  his  ar- 
guments would  reft  on  the  mind  of  the  Houfe,  fuch  as  he  had 
adduced  them,  not  fuch  as  they  had  heen.mifreprefcrit^d.     He 
-was  now  more  than  ever  determined  not  to  trouble  them  any 
more;  becaufehis  conduft,  and  not  the  diftrclTcs  of  the  coun- 
try (the  fubjedl  before  tlieir  Lordfliips)  was  made  the  matter  of 
dtfcuffion.     He  did  not  wilh  any  longer  to  am^ufe  the  people; 
hut  to  teach  them  to  turn  theireycsio  the  conduft  of  mmifters 
which  would  foon  induce  them  to  refort  toother  perfons  better 
qualified  for  the  tafk  of  governing  them.     He  felt  no  furprifie 
at  being  calumniated  by  the  noble  Secretary,  indeed  he  expcS- 
cd  it  from  him.     But  it  did  furprife  and  grieve  him   to  have 
fuch  infmuations  thrown  out  againft  him  by  noble  Lortis  of  in- 
dependent  minds,  who  muft  know  they  could  not  be  true. 
I'hey  would  beft  judge  whether  he  had  foruxcd  any  my  Serious 
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Mr.  tVilherforce  5/W  doubted  whether  thefe  taxes  could  be 
raifed,  becaufe  in  many  refpcAs  the  oayment  of  them  might 
be  evaded  by  the  new  Afleffment  Acl.  For  inftancc,  the 
claule  of  that  a£t  which  accommodates  thp  new  occupier  of  a 
**  new  houfe,  '*  with  exaflly  the  fame  charge  for  windows 
which  he  previoufly  paid  for  his  old  and  former  houfe,  would 
operate  againft  the  purpofcs  of  this  aft,  becaufe  the  man 
who  rented  a  houfe  of  iix  windows  before  the  aft,  or  fincc 
its  operation  commenced  and  afterwards  became  tenant  to 
a  houfe  of  fixty  windows,  might  take  an  advantage  of  it, 
and  be  compelled  to  anfwer  for  the  payment  upon  no  more 
than  fix  windows. 

After  a  fhort  converfation  between  the  ChanceUar  rf  the 
Exchequer^  Mr.  HuJJey^  Mr.  Bird^  and  Mr.  Burdm^  the 
Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  moved  fevcral  refolutions  for  abo- 
liihing  the  old  taxes  as  they  ftood  ;  which  were  carried..  He 
then  propofed  feveral  other  refolutions  for  fubftituting  a  con- 
folidation  of  the  old  aflcfTed  taxes,  which  the  additional  du- 
ties, which  were  all  carried,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be. 
brought  up  the  next  day. 

MAROONS. 

Colonel  JValpole  faid,  he  fliouldmove  for  a  Committee,  to 
take  into  confideration  a  petition  prefented  10  his  Majefty 
from^the  Maroons,  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  a  copy  whereof 
he  fuppofed,  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  that  Houfe.        * 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  petition  pre- 
fented to  his  Majefty  was  lolh  but  he  would  not  pbjeft  to 
any  motion  concerning  it,  which  the  honourable  Member 
might  think  fit  to  make,  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on 
the  fubjcft,  yet  he  defired  it  might  be  well  underftood,  that, 
before  he  gave  hisconfent  to  any  further  refolution  thereon, 
he  muft  be  convinced  that  the  original  might  be  authenti- 
cated by  fomc  ofHcial  authority  before  any  meafurc  were 
taken  or  adopted  on  the  copy.  ' 

The  Speaker  was  of  opinion  that  no  motion  could  regu- 
larly be  made  concerning  a  copy,  the  CM-iginal  whereof  wa$ 
not  authenticated  by  fome  official  document. 

After  fome  further  converfation,  Colonel  fValpole  gave 
«iotice,  that  on  Thurfday  next  he  fhouJd  moVe  thai  the  trea- 
ty entered  into  between  General  WalpoJc  and  the  Maroons 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

The  Solicitor  General  brought  in  a  bill  to  continue  and 
dniead  the  Alien  Ad,  which  was  read  a  firii  time. 
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On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Gafcotgney  the  Comr^ittee  for 
coniidering  the  Slave -carrying  Bill  was  poflponed  till  Thiuf- 
dby  next.     Adjourned. 

1  he  following  is  the  Proteft  which  was  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  rejctiion  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford's  motion : 

MARCH  22,  1798. 

DISSENTIENT, 
Btcaufe  w€  fe^l  it  to  he  a  duty  prcfcilhcd  to  us  by  ncccflGty  and  didjaied 
t<|valiy  by  oijr  \ovc  for  our  country,  and  by  our  regard  for  the  pci  foo  snd 
dignity  of  tlu  King  biinltjf,  to  declare  our  folcronand  confciettficus  con, 
vidton,  that  nothing  fhortofan  immediate  di(hii0ai  of  bis  MajeHy^9  pre. 
ifnt  Miniilcrs,  sod  2  change  of  (he  fydeni^on  which  tb«y»  have  coftdufled 
the  Goven>aYerir,  can  enable  ns  to  fuppoit  cur  prefent  accrniMllated  dif- 
trefj,  or  afford  us  a  chnnce  of  averting  the  dangers  with  whfth  we  are  on 
aii  liiffs  funound"«rd,-  and  wh"ch,  if  not  enrowntercd  with  adeqiiarie  fbrli- 
t«d«  and  wifdom,  threatens  cei  tain  iu»n  and  diflblution  to  thepower,  la^*<, 
aoJ  fIbritlesoFlli'fc  ktri^dunis. 

BEDFORD,  THANBT, 

KORfOI.K,  E.  M.  DERBY, 

'  HOLLAND,  •  TANKER VILLE. 

rONSONSY, 


' ,  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.   . 
Friday,  March  ^z*^,    . 

Lord  Motra  rofe,  and  faid,  he  underflood  thai  a  noble 
Lord  bad  thought  proper  to  give  fome  pretty  round  cr)nfra- 
di&ions  to  the  ftatements  which  he  had  formerly  fubmitted 
to  the  Houfe  refpefting  Ireland.  He  had  cook  to  the  Houlc 
that  day  for  the  purpofc  of  replying  to  thofe  contradiftions, 
btit  he  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  fee  the  noble  Lord  In  hi^ 
place,  He  fhoiild  therefore  referVe  what  he  had  to  fay  liil 
his  LordQitp  (hould  attend.     Adjourned. 


-        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Tiemey  moved.  That  an  hutnble  addr^fs  be  prcfentetl 
to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plealed  to 
give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  all 
pennon's  granted  fince  the-ift  of  January,"  1792,  together 
with  the  Dames  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  granted, 
and  fpecifying  the  amount  of  each;  &c.     Agreed  to. 

He 
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He  then  moVed  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty  for  fimilar  diiec- 
tions  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  acgount  of  all  expences  in- 
curred in  confcquence  of  the  civil  efUblifhmcnt  in  Corfica, 
diAinguiihing  the  appointments,  and  thie  falarjes  and  emo- 
luments attached  to  each.  As  alfo  of  the  military  appoint- 
ments, not  including  promotions,  &c.     Agreed  to. 

He  made  fimilar  motions  with  regard  tooureftablifhments 
at  Ceyfon  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopei  which  were  alfo 
agreed  to. 

SLAVE    TRADE. 

Lord  Murtcafier  obferved,  that  as  he  underftood  the  motion 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Slavte  Trade  was  not  to  come  on  on 
Monday,  he  begged  it  to  be  underilood  that  it  fhould  come 
on  pofitivcly  on  Friday. 

The  ChancclUt  'jf  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  would  find 
it  convenient  for  him  that  the  matter  Ihould  itand  pofitively 
for  Friday,  and  he  was  not  aware  of  any  right  of  one  Mem- 
ber to  change  the  day  on  which  a  fubjed  was  to  come  on  by 
the  notice  of  another. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  as  there  was  only  a  notice  and  no 
order  before  the  Houfe,  the  Houfe  had  no  power  over  it, 
and  nothing  that  pne  Member  ^could  fay  in  the  abfence  of 
another  could  be  binding  on  the  honourable  Member  who 
had  given  notice. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  upon 
the  new  modelled  Afleiled  Taxes,  which  was  read  a  firil 
time. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  that  part  which  relates  to  taxed 
carts  or  carriages^ 

Sir  Charles  Bunbjiry  took  notice  of  the  refol^tion  relative 
to  taxed  carts,  upon  which,  if  the  intended  duty  was  im*- 
pofed,  it  would  be  a  great  hardOiip,  not  only  in  particular 
diftrids  where  they  were  much  ufed,  but  .throughout  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  many  perfons  above  the  rank  of  tradef- 
men,  kept  thefe  vehicles  for  the  ufe  of  their  fervants,  and 
therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  taxed  as  carriages. 

The  Speaker  obferved  that  the  proper  place  to  make  ob- 
je£iions  to  the  meafure  would  be  in  the  Committee  on  the 
£ill,   after  it  fhould  be  brought  in.. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  many  per- 
fons. in  the  higheft  lituations  in  life,  ufed  to  evade  the  duty 
on  fingle  horfe  chaifes,  by  writing  taxed  cart  on  the  back. 

of 
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of  thexn.  It  was  neceflary,  therefore,  to  prevent  this,  and 
not  toTujflFer  perfons  to  ufe  for  pleafure  thofe  things  that  had 
been  exempted  from  duty  on  account  of  their  being  employ- 
ed for  purpofes  of  induftry. 

The  other  refoluiions  being  read,  they  were  all  Agreed  to, 
and  bills  ordered  to  be  brought  in  on  the  fame.*  It  was  alfo 
ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruSion  to  the  perfons  apppinted  to 
prepare  the  biUs,  to  make  a  proviflon  as  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Clock  and  Watch  Tax. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  were 
put  ofF  till  Monday.     Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  March  a 6, 

Received  from  the  Commons  a  number  of  privatahills.  which 
were  all  read  a  firft  time. 

STATEMENT  RESPECTING  IRELAND. 

The  Houfe  was  more  than  ufually  attended  to  hear  the  ex- 
planation between  the  Earl  of  Moira  and  the  Marquis  of 
Downfhire  refpefting  the  ftatement  which  the  Earl  of  Moira 
formerly  made  of  Ireland,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  ftate- 
mcnl  was  taken  notice  of  in  the  debate  of  Thurfday  laft  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Marquis  of  Downfhire. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  opened  the  fubjedl  to  the  following  cf- 
fcdl: 

My  Lords,  I  had  not  the  honour  of  attending  this  Houfe  on 
Thurfday  laft.  In  fad,  1  voluntarily  ahftained  from  being  prc- 
fent  at  the  difcuflion  of  the  motion  that  day  brought  forward  : 
— not  with  any  diiFercnce  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  pofi- 
dons  then  laid  down  by  the  noble  Duke,  and  as  to  what  he  im*- 
agines  to  be  the  fourccs  of  the  difficultiesof  this  country,  on 
the  contrary  1  agree  completely  with  him  in  every  point  and  ar- 
guoient  that  he  advanced,  and  prefled  upon  your  Lordfliips ;  but 
it  was  difficult  for  me  to  concur  with  him  in  his  motion,  fliap- 
ed  as  it  was,  tl^re  were  parts  of  it  that  I  could  not  reconcile  to 
my  mind,  and  that  was  the  reafon  for  my  not  attending  this 
Houfe  on  the  difcuffion  of  that  fubje6t.  I  now  confider  it 
ibmething  like  a  misfortune  that  I  did  not  attend  ;  for  had  1 
attended,  vdo^  probably  I  fliould  then  have  taken  fuch  a  (bare 
in  the  difcuffion  of  one.  topic  that  was  incidentally  brought  be- 
fore jour  Lordthips  as  would  have  precluded  theneceffityof 
my  calling  your  attention  to  it  at  this  moment 

I  coUeaed  from  the  papers,  and  indce^  I  heard  from  perfons 
wlio  were  prefcnt  at  your  debate  on  Thurfday,  that  a  noble 

Vol..  n.  1798.  Y  Lord 
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jLord  who  is  now  pwfent  controverted  the  (tatement  I  had  tlie 
honour  of  laying  before  you  fome  time  ago  refpcfting  the  fitua- 
tlon  of  Ireland.  I  was  told  here  that  it  was  a  fubjeft  fit,  not 
for  the  confideration  of  this  Houfc,  but  for  tlie  confidcratton 
of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  I  afterwaids  went  to  IrcLnd, 
and  attended  the  Houfe  of  Peers  there  for  the  exprefe  purpofe 
of  reiterating  that  ftatcment,  confcious  that  it  was  a  place 
where  die  documents  might  have  been  fairly  contefted  ;  where 
I  could  have  brought  the  deponents  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  to 
have  proved  whai  I  advanced.  Your  Lord(faips  have  heard 
how  that  fubje<ft  was  difpoicd  of.*  After  that  I  did  not  cxpedi 
that  any  thing  that  might  have  been  darted  in  this  Houfe  would 
have  given  occafion  for  ai>y  noble  Lord  to  call  in  qneftion  what 
I  there  afferted,  1  now  dcfire  your  Lordnilps  to  rccolleft 
what  I  did  affert,  and  if  necefCiry,  1  -will  again  (hte  how  my 
aflcrtion  was  fupixjrted*     I  did  afferi  that  the  lights  were  forced 

to  be  put  out  at  a  certain  hour  by  the  peafantry^  and  I  quoted. 

an  uiflance,  in  my  opinion  a  remarkaMe  one,  of  the  truth  of  . 

hat  afiertion  ;  I  then  faid,  and  I  fay  now,  that  what  happened 
at  one  place  might  have  happened  at  many  others,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  did:  I  flated  that  terror  had  been  employed  to  force 
confefllon  from  individuals  againft  themfelves,  or  rather  againft 
their  neighbours,  and  that  even  torture  had  been  ufed  for  that 
purpofe,  fuch  as  picketing,  half-hanging,  &cc. ;  I  ftatcd  t^at 
houfes  had  been  burnt  moft  wantonly,  without  the  lead  ne- 
ccflity,  and- that  in  prodigious  numbers.  1  dated  all  thcfc 
tilings  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  another  where  I  might  have  been 
contradicSlcd  walrcfteft,  if  that  was  pofTiliIe  in  the  Houfe  of 
of  Lords  in  Ireland.  1  dated  that  I  had  the  affidavits  of  one 
hundred  perfons  to  fupport  the  truth  of  my  aflertion  with  re- 
gard to  thefc  enormities :  I  dated  that  the  deponents  were 
ready  tO  come  forward  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  to  prove  the 
t'jicX^  i  hut  tlut  I  had  a  particular  reafon  for  not  entering  into  the 
ihocking  and  odious  detail,  unlefs  called  upon  to  do  fo.  Your 
Lordflijps  will,  I  am  fure,  eafily  comprehend  that  reafon.  In 
the  irrjiated  date  of  Ireland  I  thought  it  incumbciUoU  me  to 
defjft  from  any  thing  that  might  lend  to  exafperate  that  coun* 
try.  Tlie  fame  duty  calls  upon  me  now  to  abdain,  as  I  did 
tijen  ;  1  (hall,  therefore,  unlefs  forced  to  a  contrary  conduft, 
reltr.ft  myfdfto  the  bare  re-aflertion  of  thefe  fafts ;  but  if  I 
am  called  upon  by  a  denial  of  this  affcriion,  to  enter  into  the 
detail,  I  (hall,  in  my  own  vindication,  read,  as  a  part  of  my 
fpeech,  the  affidavits  to  which  I  haVc  alluded.  If  1  (hall  not 
be  fo  called  upon,  1  fliall  content  myfclf  with  giving  into  the 
hands  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  upon  the  woolfack  thcfc 

•  For  the  report  c<  ihi-  d  biifc  on  thff  luojvl:  in  tlKiioule  if  Lords  of 
Irt:land|  fee  the  Appci.Ji. 
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xiffidavitSy  without  dating. any;  thing  of  their  contents.  If  i 
;ini  forced  to  go  into  the  particulars  of  thcfe  affidavits,  I  (hall 
(land  exculpated ;  but  let  this  be  recolleftcd,  that  I  do  not 
wi(h  to  inflame  the  pafllonsof  the  public,  nor  do  I  like  to  (late 
any  thing  upon  flight  conjcdlure  or  loofe  authority.  I  (lake  my 
perfon^l  credit  that  I  can  prove  my  alTertions.  I  am  now  ready 
to  prove  them.  But  whoever  contradi^s  me  has  no  right  to  the 
advantage  of  better  terms  than  thofe  to  which  I  am  willing  tor 
redria  myfelf ;  he  muft  (land  the  fame  riiOc  that  I  do ;  that  is, 
that  the  confequcnce  of  the  difpute  (hall  be  imputed  to  the 
fauk  of  him  who  foils  to  prove  his  a(rertion.  I  was  told  that  I 
ought  not  to  reply  to  any  thing  I  faw  dated  in  the  newPpaper^ 
relating  to  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Marquis,  whom  I  am  now 
happy  to  fee  in  his  place,  but  I  have  information  of  that  fpeech 
from  a  quarter  which  I  can  rely  upon  ;  and  now  I  call  upon 
th^  noble  Marquis  to  furni(h  me  with  the  fubftance  of  what 
he  meant  to  advance  upon  this  fubjcS  on  Thurfday  laft,  or  to 
ftate  that  which  he  thinks  fit  upon  it  at  this  time.  It  remains 
for  his  Lordlhip  to  favt-to  what  I  am  to  reply. 

The'  Earl  of  Hilljborougb  (Marquis  of  Down/hire)   fpokc 
nearly  as  follows  :  ^ 

My  Lords,  I  rl(e  with  great  concern  and  feeling  to  addrefs 
your  L<ord(hips  upon  this  fubjedl.     It  would  have  given  roe 
great  fatisfadiou  not  to  have  this  fubje<a  agitated  here.     As 
peers  of  a  Brvtifh  Houfe  of  Parliameftt,  we  have,  as  I  concfeive, 
no  right  to  difcufs  this  matter  ;  it  concerns  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment and  the  Parliament  of  the  (ider  kingdom.     I  am 
afraid  that  difcuSing  the  matter  here  leads  to  nothing  but  dan- 
ger ;  but,  however  I  am  readv  to  meet  the  noble  Lord  to  dif- 
cufs It  in  any  way  he  thinks  fit.     I  am  fure  he  can  have  no 
improper  motive  for  having  taken  it  up,  nor  any  idea  of  ill  will 
towards  this  country,  or  to  that  of  the  (ifter  kingdom  ;  but  his 
y^al  has  perhaps  led  him  too  far  in  his  rcfentment  againft  tlie 
Executive  Government ;  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  fome  of  the 
army  of  Ireland,  perhaps  fome  undiciplined  troops*  might  have 
done  fomcthing  wrong.     But  whenever  they  did  wrong,  I  will 
venture  to  fay  they  did  not  adl  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Executive  Government.     The  noble  Lord  in  his  anger  againd  » 
Government,  has  fufFcred   himfelf  to  be  led  into  an  attack 
upon  them   though  the  medium  of  the  army,  who,  he  has  al- 
ledged«  have  ill  treated  the  people  of  Ireland.     I  am  extremely 
happy  to  know,  that  by  the  explanation  the  noble  Lord  gav^ 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  he  has  fatisfied  the  army,  and  fet 
himfclf  right  again  in  their  opinion ;  in  which  and  in  that  of  the 
people  <tf  Ireland,  the  noble  Earl  had  always  dood  in  the  high- 
eA  degree  of  conlideration  and  edeem.     I  allow  tliat  part  of 
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^he  army  of  Irela'nid  ttuAt  have  committed  excefies  in  fome  in* 
ftanccs.  Thefe  excefies  have  been  exaggerated  in  fome  newf- 
papcn.  The  noble  Lord  may  remember  that  this  was  the 
cafe  in  the  American  war,  in  which  he  fcrved  with  fuch  be- 
nefit to  the  country  and  fuch  honour  to  himfelf  ^  he  rouft  re* 
colled  how  the  oppofition  ncwfpapers  abufed  the  army  under 
his  command  there  for  their  outrages  and  cruelty.  1  cannot 
forget  what  fome  of  thefe  papers  faid  rtlative  to  the  fate  of  the 
unfortunate  Colonel  Haynes,  and  when  the  noble  Lord  Mras 
himfelf  a  prifoncr,  his  friends  at  home  felt  great  apprehenfions 
leaft  he  Ihould  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  law  of  retaliation  ;  at  that 
time  I  had  myfelfthe  honour  of  being  better  known  to  the 
noble  Earl.  To  what  I  am  to  afcribe  the  lofs  of  the  happl- 
nefs  of  his  acquaintance,  I  really  know  not.  Bui  the  noble 
Lord,  when  he  exprefles  his  anger  againd  military  excefies* 
would  do  well  to  recolIc6t  how  difficult  it  is,  in  (bme  cafes^  to 
rcftrain  tliem. 

As  to  what  paflTed  in  this  Houfe  on  Thurfdav  bft,  I  was 
called  upon  to  take  noticti  of  what  was  Aated  by  a  noble 
Lord  who  preceded  me  in  that  debate ;  that  noble  Lord  faid, 
**  he  would  defy  any  noble  Lord  to  lay  ]iis  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  fay  that  any  coercive  meafurcs  had  had  any  good 
effeft  in  Ireland."  I  was  there  nine  months  laft  year,  in  the 
centre  of  the  kingdom,  arid  in  the  centre  of  a  place  where  there 
were  many  enemies  to  their  country.  I  faw  what  pafied  :  I 
attended  to  ir,  day  and  night.  I  was  one  of  the  firft,  and  I 
will  never  difown  it,  to  advife  the  Executive  Government,  to 
take^ftrong  meafures  againft  its  enemies.  I  faw  tbeneccffity 
of  it,  and  I  (hall  never  be  aihamed  of  what  I  did  upon  that  oc* 
cafion.  I  Was  the  firft  to  recommend  to  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  iflue  the  proclamation  which  was  ilTued  in  the  county 
of  Down.  I  fay  then,  and  I  fay  now,  that  the  people  called 
(he  Umtid  Irjmnen^  held  fonh  a  neceffity  of  an  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics,  and  a  Parliamentary  reform,  as  a  ftalking 
horfe  to  delude  the  vulgar,  and  to  deceive  the  ignorant.  Very 
different  fentiments,  however,  were  entertained  by  the  refled>- 
ing  and  refpedlable  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland  upoo  that 
fubjeS.  I  fay  further,  that  I  never  knew  a  Catholic  oiFknow^ 
ledge  or  education,  who  was  a  friend  to  what  was  termed  nn* 
qualified  Catholic  emancipation  ;  nor  an  enlightened  Prefbjrt- 
tcrian,  who  was  an  advocate  for  radical  reform.  The  Curfew^ 
of 'which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  was  nothing  but  a  mere  tolling 
of  a  bell,  to  warn  the  inhabitants  to  put  out  their  lights  at  a 
certain  hour  in  the  evening,  and  that  pra£ticc,was  enforced 
only  in  the  proclaimed  diftrids.    As  to  the  Preclamauon'xhax 
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was  iffaedy  and  which  has  been  complained  of  fo  much  as  an 
engine  of  terror  ;  I  can  only  fay^  that  I  believe  it  was  no  ter« 
ror  whattyer  to  the  good  ;  but  was  a  protection  ts  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  liege  fubjedb,  in  their  perfons  and  propertiesi  anJ  was 
agreeable  to  the  wifhes  of  all  thofe  who  did  not  wifh  to  make 
Ireland  a  province  of  France. 

I  lamented  I  had  not  the  honour  to  be  here  when  the  noble 
Lord  made  his  former  fpeech,  becaufe  I  (hould  then,  in  better 
time  than  any  other^have  had  an  opportunity ;  and  I  flioul  J  have 
thooght  it  my  duty  to  have  dated  many  circumftances  \in  an- 
fwer  to  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord.  I  conlider  Belfaft,  my 
Lords,  as  the  feat  of  rebellion,  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  effcdl  of 
the  fyftem  whirh  has  been  adopted  by  adminiftration  in  favour 
of  trade,  diat  there  has  been  no  falling  off  in  the  Cu(loms  or 
Excife  there,  which  iliews  that  the  opprefEou  cannot  be  as  it 
has  been  dated  by  fome. 

The  Marquis  read  fome  authentic  documents,  a  ftatemenC 
of  the  imports  and  exports^  excife  and  cuftoms,  of  Belfad ;  the 
caftoms  of  which,  in  the  moft  flourifliing  (late  of  that  town,  in 
the  year  1795,  amounted  to  ioi;oool.  and  thelaft  decreafe  on 
the  fame  was  no  more  than  7073I.  It  appeared  that  Belfaft 
^nd  Cork  were  the  only  town<i  that  had  fuffered  a  defalcation 
of  the  receipt  of  their  cuftoms  fmce  the  war  commenced. 
Whereas  the  city  of  Dublin  had  benefited  by  an  increafe  of 
Soool.  Limerick,  Waterford,Newry,  and  other  ports,  had 
bad  a  proportionate  and  almoil  equal  incieafe.  His  Lordfhip 
flated,  that  the  principal  reafon  of  the  decreafe  of  cuflonis  in 
Belfaft,  was  that  of  a  lefs  quantity  of  rum  havino;  been  lately 
imported  into  it ;  a  circuml^ance,  which,  as  an  Iriihman,  he 
rejoiced  in,  and  confidered  as  an  important  national  advantage, 
fince  thecaofe  of  it  was  the  great  increafe  of  diftilleries,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rapid  improvement  that  was  daily  making  in 
agriculture  in  Ireland.  % 

He  then,  proceeded. —  Asto  the  miftehaviourof  the  military, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  there  has  been  more  of  it  than  any  friend 
of  Etecutive  Government  would  wifli  to  fee ;  but  that  is  not 
the  fault  of  Government,  nor  is  it  the  fault  of  General  Lake; 
an  officer  who  equally  underftands  and  prcferves  the  true 
intereflsof  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  has  the  refpe£l  and 
efieem  of  every  good  man.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  aiTifting  Ge* 
neral  Jbake  feveral  times  m  bis  endeavours  to  quel  the  dilturb- 
ances  of  the  country,  and  a  more  benevolent  or  amiable  gen- 
tleman I  never  bad  the  honour  of  knowing.  I  found  him  tp 
\ic  a  brave,  fieadyi  and  ikilful  officer,  adored  by  bis  army,  and 
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rcfpc<2cd  even  by  the  traitors  thcmfelvcs.  1  am  forry  that  the 
military  have  mifbchavcd  ;  but  lam  forry  alfp  that  they  had  fo 
Inuch  provocation  ;it  (hould  however  be  remembered  that  a  foldier 
isbuta  man,liable  to  the  furyof  paffions  as  other  men  are.  As  one 
inftanceof  the  provocation3  which  hadfrequently  urged  the  mill- 
tary  to  commit  exceffesj  will  mention  the  inftanceof  the  office 
of  the  Newfpapcr  printed  in  Belfift,  callec}  the  Unron  Star, 
having  been  deftroycd  by  foldiers  beronging  to  a  regiment 
which  had  been  libelled  and  infulted  by  that  paper.  Befides, 
that  regiment  felt  irritated,  and  had  been  defirous  offhewing 
its  regret  at  fomc  of  the  men  belonging  to  it  having  been  fc- 
duced  from  their  allegiance.  They  carried  an  advertifemenS 
to  the  paper,  expreffing  their  forrow,  their'^fliame,  and  their 
contrition  for  what  they  had  done.  The  Printer  threw  the 
advertifement  at  them,  and  would  not  infert  it.  Afterwards 
a  party,  enraged  at  fuch  treatment,  weiit  to  the  office  and  cer- 
tainly deft  royed  all  the  materials;  but  they  fqbmitted  imme- 
diately to  their  officers,  and  fuffered  the  puniftimcnt  due  to 
their  outrage.  A  regiment  faw  eight  or  ten  of  their  comrade 
fhot.  Pamphlets  and  hand-bills  were  attempted  to  be  diftri. 
buted  amon^them,  and  newfpapers  were  printed  to  induce  tlicm 
to  qiiit  their  duty  ;  upon  which  fome  of  them  committed  ex- 
ccffiis,  for  which  they  were  afterwards  forry,  and  exprelled 
contrition.  I  believe  that  many  of  the  military  committed  cx- 
ceffes ;  but  I  deny  that  fuch  excefles  fliould  be  imputed  cither 
to  the  whole  army,  or  to  the  Executive  Government,  T  will 
not  trouble  the  noble  Lord  with  many  farther  obfervations, 
I, admit  that  fomc  of  the  foldiers  have  mifbehaved,  but  for  one 
affidavit,  which  the  noble  Lord  can  produce,  of  the  excefles  of 
the  Soldiers^ '  I  can  produce  twenty  affidavits  of  the  atixxrlous 
cruelties  of  the  United  Irijhmcn,  It  was  once  a  w9tch-word  to 
fay,  and  it  was  printed  in  hand-bills,  pofted  on  doors,  did  un- 
der them  in  the  night,  and  well  underftood — "  Go  to  Con- 
naught  or  to  Hell."  The  foldiers,  therefore,  were  difpofed 
fo  retaliate  upon  them  for  the  puniflxment  of  their  mifguided 
comrades,  feduced  by  their  manoeuvres.  But  it  was  never 
found  that  any  officer  partook  in  rhofe  exceflfes ;  and,  on 
every  occafion,  the  Government  was  zealous  to  fuj^ncfs  and 
puniih  them.  No  one,  I  believe,  will  queftion  the  charader 
of  Lord  Blaney  as  an  officer  or  a  genlteman,  who,  in  the 
Irifh  Hopfc  of  l^eers,  cxprefled  opinions  fimilar  to  mine,  in 
which  be  was  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Cavan.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  noble  Lord  to  make  any  farther  ftatcment.  I 
admit  again  that  the  foldiers  have  a£led  irregularly,  but  if  they 

have 
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have  b^en  punifhed  I  never  can  admit  that  this  is  evidence 
againft  the  whole  armVf  or  that  thefc  excefles  were  commit- 
ted by  the  order  of  the  Executive  Govertiment,  or  by  the  con- 
fent  of  their  officers.  They  never  did  any  thing  without  be- 
ing amenable  to  a  court  martial. 

As  to  myfelfy  I  afhamed  to  fay  any  thing  to  detain  your 
Lordfliips  for  a  moment ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  by  per- 
forming ray  duty  f  became  the  objeft  of  the  hatred  of  the 
wicked,  and  there  is  a  man  now  in  gaol  under  the  fentence 
of  the  law,  for  having  confpired  with  others  againft  my  life ; 
the  Jury  were  fo  fatisficd  of  his  guiit,  that  even  the  eloquence 
of  Mr.  Currcn,  exerted  for  two  hours,  could  not  fave  him. 
I  can  only  add,  that  I  will  never  flinch  froni  my  duty,  and  if 
the  noble  Lord'chufes  to  go  on,  I  muftjproceed  alfo;  but  I 
deplore  the  farther  difcuflion  of  a  fubjeift,  which  not  being 
agitated  with  any  advantage  to  the  public,  muft  inevitably 
do  mifchief. 

Lord  Moira  faid,  that  it  now  appeared  the  Noble  Nkrquis 
had  no  intention  to  contradict  the  ftatement  he  had  made« 
He  therefore  was  freed  from  the  neceffity  of  proceeding  as  h^ 
had  intended,  to  prove  his  aflertions  ;  but  fome  things  which 
fell  from  the  noble  Lord  deferved  an  obfervation.  What 
did  he  mean  by  coercion  ?  If  the  cafe  of  Ireland  could  be 
compared  with  that  of  the  low  countries  ■ 

The  ^^r/c/CVirwtfrvflw  called  Lord  Moira  to  order*  bcg- 
ging^the  noble  Lord's  pardon  for  interrupting  him,  but  hop- 
ed that  he  ftiould  appear  juftified  in  endeavouring  to  put  an 
end  to  this  very  irregular  proceeding,  by  the  opinion  of  both 
the  noble  Lords  engaged  in  this  conversation ;  for.  the  noble 
Earl  who  brought  forward  the  fubjed,  as  well  as  the  noble 
Marquis  who  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  fay  fomething  in  re- 
ply, both  concurred  in  admitting  the  danger,  and  in  depre« 
eating  the  difcuflion.  The  noble .  Earl  on  a  former  day 
thought  fit  in  his  difcretion  to  enter  into  this  fubjeft  at  large, 
on  the  propriety  of  which  many  perfons  then  difllered  with 
thertoUe  Lord ;  he  has  now  taken  occaflon  from  fome  fup- 
pofed  difference  of  opinion  between  him  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quis,  to  tender  proofs  in  fupport  of  the  opinion  he  bad  then 
cklivered.  There  can  certainly  be  no  need  of  fuch  proof;  no 
perfon  doubts  the  noble  Earl's  perfiiafion  of  the  truth  of  the 
fads  which  he  had  thought  fit  to  ftate  the  publickly  ;  and  it « 
appears  manifeft  by  the  number  of  mffidavits,  that  he  had 
taken  pains  not  to  be  deceived  ^  but  the  noble  Earl  feems  fo 
entertain  a  very  Angular  opiniony  to .  which  I  can  by  no 
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'means  rubfcribe,  that  when  he  has  been  at  the  trouble  to 
colleft  proofs  of  any  fz&  which  he  ventures  to  aiierton  the 
ftrengfh  of  fuch  evidence^  no  man  has  a  risht  to  a  contrary 
opinion  unlefs  he  is  able. and  willing  to  (^pport  it,  at  leaft 
with  an  equal  number  of  affidavits.  It  feems  a  little  hard . 
that  I  ifabuld  be  compelled  to  admit  the  fads  aiTerted  by  the 
noble  Lord  as  incontrovertible  ;  if  I  am  not  difpofed  to  join 
ifluewith  him,  and  enter  into  the  ihveftigation  bf  a  fubjeA 
which  both  he  and  I  agree  to  be  of  a  delicate  nature  and  of 
dangerous  difcuilion ;  as  no  perfon  doubts  that'  the  noble 
Loid  believes  the  fads  he  has  ftated,  1  truft  he  will  not  ima- 
gine that  he  has  a  right  to  force  every  diiFerence  of  opinion 
to  an  iiltie  which  is  not  neceflary,  and  is  confefledly  attended 
with  infinite  danger  in  thefe  perilous.times. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  contended,  that  in  this  explanation  he 
had  not  exceeded  the  bounds  he  firft  propofed  to  himfelf ;  he 
was  well  aware  that  any  Peer  could  intrpduce  all  he  wiflied 
to  fty  upon  a  fubjed,  while  profefling  to  fpeak  only  to  a 
particular  part  ol  it.  It  was  a  fpecies  of  artifice  which  he 
derptfed ;  and  to  prove  this,  he  wojuld  then  content  himfelf 
witn  putting  into  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  hands  the  do- 
cuments he  had  fpoken  of.  He  had  only  one  obfervation  to 
make  upon  thetu— that  they  did  not  relate  to  any  cafual  or 
accidental  exceifes  of  the  troops,  refpeding  which  Govern- 
ment ttOtild  Dot  fairly  be  blamed  ;  they  were  of  a  different 
deforiptton;  one  particularly  related  to — Here  his  Lordihip 
was  (topped  by 

Earl  Strange  (Duke  of  Athol),  who  fpoke  to  order— He 
obferved  that  the  noble  Earl  was  obvioufly  entering  upon  a 
detailed  difcuflipn  of  this  fubjed,  topics  which  every  noble 
Lord  muft  feel  the  impropi'iety  of  then  invedigating :  he 
wiibed  their  Lordfliips  to  recoUedl,  that  there  was  no  queftion 
before  theHoufe.—^Hedifapproved  in  the  fame  vie  w,  of  much 
of  what  fell  from  the  Noble  Marquis,  and  had  once  or  twice  t 
intended  to  fpeak  to  order,  as  he  was  tread  ng  on  very  tender 
'  ground.-— He  then  moved,  "  That  the  Houie  do. adjourn.'* 

Lord  CaHrfle  faid,  there  were  two  ways  in  which  Lord 
Moira  might  communicate  the  information  he  wifhed — ei« 
ther  by  reading  the  affidavits  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  or  by  lay-, 
ing  them  upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  but  he  conceived  he 
could  not  poffibly  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Cha.n- 
cellor  during  the  fitting  of  the  Houfe.  When  the  Houfe  was 
up,  he  might  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
or  of  auy  other  individual. 

Lord 
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Lord  Afoira  replied,  that  if  he  laid  them  upon  the  table  o^ 
the  Houfe,  the  neccflary  confeqnence  muft  be,  that  they 
(hould  be  printed.  What  he  intended  was,  as  he  faid  before, 
to  depofit  the  affidavits  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Ct^ancellor, . 
not  ^hile  the  HouGe  is  fitting,  but  as  foon  as  the  Houfe  was' 
adjouraed;  but  the  better  tor  guide  the  judgment  of  tbeii; 
Loriihips,  be  wilhcd  prcvioufly  to  ftate — 

Lonl  GrenviUe  fubmittcd  to  the  noble  Lord  whether  againft 
the  Tioble  Lord's  own  opinion,  againft  the  opinion  of  the  nb* 
ble  Marquis,  but  above  all  againft  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe^, 
who  were  anxious  to  ftop  the  agitation  of  fo  delicate  and 
dangerous  a  fubjed^,  he  would  not  forbear  to  fay  a  fyllahldi 
more* 

Lord  Rawdm  acqiiiefced. 

Th6  qucftion  of  adjournment  was  then  gut,  and  carried, 
without  oppofition,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  March  26. , 
A  meflage  from  the  Lords  itiformed  the  Houfe  that  thel/. 
Lordihips  had  agreed  to  feveral  bills. 

Lord  Stapfont  reported  at  the  bar,  that  bis  Majefty  had^eji 
wait^iipoo  with  feveral  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  v  and  that 
his  Majefly  ha4  been  pleafed  to  fay  I\e  would  give  direaigns 
accordingly. 

Mr.  ^ofe  brought  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
Qocks  and  Watches,  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof.— Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
lime  the  next  day. 

Mr-  jRtf/Jr  then  faid,  that  there  were  feveral  provifions  in 
this  bill  different  from  the  former  bill ;  and  therefore  he 
moved  that  it  be  printed.— Ordered. 

Mr.  ShawLefivre  moved,  That  it  be  an  inftruaiofi.to  the, 
&le£l  Committee  to  whom  the  feveral  papers  relative  to  ihe. 
Jiftillcrtes  of  Scotland  were  rcfer/ed,  that  they  have  power  to 
inq  uire  into  the  bt(t  m6de  of  levying  and  collecting  the  duties 
on  fuch  diftillerics.— -Ordered. 

Mr.  /^  Dandqs.  (aid,  that  a  doubt  having  been  entertained, 
although  he  faw  no  reafon  for  entertaining  it,  but  it  1)?ing. 
cntercaiaed  by- hi j^r  authority  than  he  pretended  to,  Whe- 
ther his  Majcfty.  had  power  to  call  out  a  lefs  number  of  thcr 
Scots  militia  than  6000. — And  as  it  might  be  convenient  to, 
call  ou  t  a  IVnalkr  nutnber  at  a  given  time,  he  (hould  move  iot 
kave  to  bring, in  a  bill  to  iempower  bis  Majcfty  to  call  out. 
Vo***lI-  1798-         '      Z  what 
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^h«t  number  he  tthiy  tKink  fit  of  the  tnilitta  in  Aar  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scdtlahd— Leave  given. 

The  Committee  on  the  MHltia  Pay  and  Clothing  BtH  was 
deferred  to  that  day  fe'nnight. 

Some  further  cxtraflsc  of  letters  relative  to  Frcneh  pri- 
ift)ners  were  (aid  before  the  Hbufe^  on  the  motion^  of  Mr. 
liiuchkifon. 

'  The  Sicretary  at  H^ar  btotight  up  extrariordinaries  of  tl^e 
army  not  provided  for  by  parlhment.«-0rdere4  to  lie  op  the 
i;ablc. 

'  Comtnittees^'of  W^ysand  Means,  and  Supply  wena  de- 
ferred to  Wedriefday. 

Mr.  Hutcbkifon  faid,  that  lie  (hould  move  the  next  day  for 
.  leave  xo  brin]|  ip  a  Bili  to  empower  bis  Majefty  it  jAtt  dt* 
'  fedions  ^s  Circupnllandes  m^  rebuilt  on  the  feacoau  tncafe 
of  imminent  daftget. 

Mr.  lumey  wifiied  to  know  m^e  of  the  meafuse  intended 
to  be  brotight  forward. 

Mr*  Huicbktfim  faid  it  was  to  ethpower  his  Majefty  to  di^ 
ik&  fuch  meafures  to  b«  taken  a&circtimftancet  tnay  re^ire^ 


vpon  apprehenfiofi  tl^at  the  enemy  may  annoy  us,  fo  thai  the 
UVe  ftdcc  on  the  fet  coaft  inight  be  removed,  and  that  it  might 
a6t  h^  in  the  way  of  faltihg  into  the  eneniy^^  hands. 

Lord  BtlfrMfe  poftponcd  the  bilt  agsaail  treating  «t  alcc^' 
lions,  iintil  after  the  holidays. , 

Adjourned.. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday^  Mmth  ij. 
The  bills  on  the  table  went  thrditgh  thmr  nfftcAive  ftagea. 
Several  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  tne  Common^ 
and  read  a  niift  tkne.    Adjourned.r 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TVESDAY,  Mar^biJ. 

The  bin  for  enlarging  and  improving  die  harbour  of  LeStlL. 
wft%readafirfttime. 

On  the  motion  being  made  for  the  fecond  reildint  of  tH» 
btlt  for  encouraging  Mr.  Braofiah  by  a  4^eneH^)of  trxs  patent 
for  a  certain  kind  of  locks. 

Mr.  Bu9^<M  obferved^  that  the  mantifaAucfeM  in  his-eoun* 
tyi  and  he  beUevcd  ia  general  throughom  HA  count  ry^  w^erei: 
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4clSfom  of  baving  an  ^Appriiinity  affonled  them  of  fiaik^ 
feme  very  weighty  pbiejbons  whi<h  they  had  to  this  bill  pa£- 
iing  into  a  law.  He  'w«uld  therefore  move  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  fecond.time  that  day  ieV.nij^t. 

Sir  ^,  Puheney  fpoLe  highly  ok  the  merit  of  the  patentee 
with  regard  to  this  invention,  as  well  as  of  the  neceffity  vi 
cACooraging  invpotors  in  geaeraU  for  they  were  the  men  who 
were  of  the  greateft  itfe  in  fociety,  as  they  enabled  lit  to  uit- 
deHell  our^neigbbpurt  in  foreign  inackets  in  varioiiti  articies 
of  otir  manufaouies.  Such  men  were  and  ottght  to  lie  oiir 
fiationai  glory.  He  reminded  the  HooCe,  by  viray  of  lUuftiiK' 
tioDi  of  his  fentimeat^y  of  the  benefit  whidi  the  piibiic  derived 
from  the  encouragement  that  ^was  given  to  Sir  Richard  Ark^ 
Wright:  for  bis  part,  he  always  wiflied  to  fee  geniiis  pro4 
teded  and  cheriflted,  for  nothing  fo  mtich  contributed  to  ou> 
gfeatnefs  as  a  people,  as  the  protefiion  and  encotiragetnent 
that  was  afibrdcd  to  genius^  As  to  the  time  which  was  x^ 
required  for  the  trade  to.Oppofe  the  bill«  there  was  no  pre* 
tenoe  for  allowing  it ;  ihey  had  had  fall'  time  already  4  be^ 
fides,  they  lOight  oppofe  the  bill  in  any  other  ftage,  if  th^ 
&QuId  ibiak  fit. 

Mr.  Bunh  was  of  opinion  the  firtfirafadurers  ought  to'^b^ 
allowed  the  delay  inoved  for.  He  had  no  with  todetrad  6roni 
the  merit  of  any  nun,  liut  the  ^eeine  to  his  Hon.  Fiierid^s 
motion  was,  he  dioiigbt»  ncceflary  to  affbfdaH  parties  psolec«» 
tfoA  and  relief.  Andfo  far  was  he  from  reeomdiendingibal; 
tbe  motion  might  be  withdrawn,  he  wi&ed  it  to  be  ^oribVerad 
in,  and  would  give  lY  his  hearty  jimport. 
Th6  Hoafe  divided,  . 

For  the  fecond  reading.  Ayes       -^    38   . 
For  the  delay  sill  Monday  /    -*—    22    .   . 
The  bill  was'read  imnitdiatcly,  and  on  the  motion  of  Sir 
W«  Ptfteeney^  otriered  to-be  committed  to  a  Committee  Hbtxvi^- 
fiair»»  Which  is  to  be  an  open  Committee ;  that  U  to  (j^,  thut  > 
all  flsembers  have  voices  who  attend  that  Comnitte^. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  theic 
La«4fllips  had  agreed  to' the  bill  for  mcreafing  the  rate  of  fub- . 
fifltace  to  be  aibwed  to  iiinkeepers  and  others  on  whom  foi- 
diera.ai«  quattered,  and  to  feveral  mhcr  bills. 

The  ibill  for  declsnriitg  the  vaiidity  of  his  Majefty*s  o|der  in 
CoftifKil  relatiife.to  prises,  die.  was  ordered  to  be  cOaiqaittod 
to4i.CblBimtieedf  the  #hqla  Houfs  onTdefday  ndct,  00  the . 
motldb  of  Sir  W.  Scott. 
4d^  SCktntf^hwi^^  i|p««etitIon  frook  the  inlvd>illMs<>f 

tt  the 
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\the  parlfli  of  St  Jbhut  Southwark,  for  leave  to  bv  '- 
to  repair  a  road.     Ordered  to  be  latd  on  the  tablik?^  ' 

DEFENCE  OF  THE. COUNTRV.         ^ 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe.     He  faid,  that  in  purfiianci 
given  thepreceding  day  by  an  Hon.  Friend  of  hi?,  -** 
Tented  hitnfclf.toihe  Honfc  to  move  for  leave. tc'-  ^ 
bill  to  enable  his  Jirlajefty  to  take  Tncafures  for  the  ^ 
tual  fecurity  and  defence  of  thefe  realms,  and  .to: 
parfons  who  may  fuffcr  injory  in  ilirir  property  L  , 
ration  of  fnch  mcitiires.    Stating  the  title  of  thebil^'  *• 
fo  explicit,  he  haxi  no  doubt,  would  at  once  give,  gci ; 
an  idea  of  the  tncafure  intended  to  be  adopted.   It  was  . 
fure  of  great  importance,  and  he  was  aware  that  on  a  m 
for  a  bill  of  fo  gem?ral  adefcription,  gentlemen  vronldaik '  •  'V"" 
he  aiked  the  question  of  himfelf,  **  Whether  we  afc  not      . 
inpoflcdion  of  a  navy,  the*  wife  diftribution  of  which  owgl ,  . 
be  fufficicnt  to  render  futile  every  attempt '  of  the  enem]t  '.tv  ^ 
f  invade  owr  coafts  ^"  Than  himfelf  no  man.coOld  be  m»  ^;\^ 
willing  to  admit  that  the  nav^il  force  of  the  country  was  greit 
beyond  any  fotmcr  period,  and  anfwered  in  every-  refpedi  the 
defcrtption  which  had  been  given  of  it  by  the  world.  -But, 
l^otwithftanding  the  fplendor  of  our  naval  charaSer,  and  the 
und^btcd  bravery  with  which  that  fplendor  wa»  prefervcd 
pore  and  tinfuiliedy  in  every  contcft,  thtre  exiflcd  at  tiut  mo* 
Aleut  circumftatices  which  would  render  it  imprudent  to  reft 
iSmt  defence  of  the  country  folely  on  one  branch  of  its  f<Nce. 
fitrt  again  he  would  probably  be  aiked^  ^*  Is  notourarmy  the 
greateft  we  ever  had  ?  and  can.  we  not  defend'  the  coiuitry  by 
means  of  the  regular  force  and  the  militiar"  He  was  ready  to 
^mit,  that  fo  far  as  the  defence  of  the  country  could  depend 
dn  the  regular  force  and  the  militia,  it  would  be  .well  'die-    " 
fended;  but^vencm  thefe^arantees*  great  and  pov^rful.A^ 
they  were,  he  would  not  altogether  rtd  our  fecuiity.  and 
fafety.     At  no  period  of  our  hiftory  did  a  fpirit  of  greater 
^eal  and  loyalty  diftinguiOi  the  voluntary  exertions  of  fh^ 

Sear  body  of  the  people,  to  maintairi  their  rights  and  the  cofa^ 
tutioh  againft  an  invading  foe.  In  corps  of  yeomanry,  c^ 
county  cavalry,  of  infantry,  formed  voluntarily  by  the peopi<^^ 
D^e  bad  a  force  of  frotii  60  to  70^,000  men.  Theie  ver^ 
knowH  friends  ^f  their  country,  ready  to  come  forward  in  i^^ 
defence./  Heftatedthia»  that  it  might  not  be  fuppofed  tl^o 
.?^l  and  ardour  of  the  counirv  were  exhaufted;  for  the  triat%% 
pf  whit^h  ^aifertion  he  would  appeal  to  the  wperience    ^^ 
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every  one  who  heard  him.  It  was  pleaGne  to  him  to  meet ' 
every  where  with  the  appearances  of  the  oUl  £ngli(h  fpirit; 
and  be  well  knew  there  was  a  burning  zeal  in  the  people  tor 
the  defence  of  the  coiiotry.  Every  day  propoHtions  were 
made 'to  him  from  every  quarter  of  the.  kiogdom,  tending  to 
ijiow  how  ardently  rhe  greater  portion  of  the  community  che« 
rifted,  along  with  a  love  of  peace,  a  determined  a£live  fpirit 
.of  abhorrence  of  an  en^my  whofe  gafoonades  they  know  how 

•  to  defptfe,  and  whofe  arms  they  knew  how  to  refiit  At  a  time 

•  when^uch  a  fpirit  charade  rizes  the  bell,  thegreatcll  and  the 
braved  of  otir  fcUow-fobjcfts,  with  fuch  a  fleet,  and  fiich  an 
army  we  mighti  faid  the  Right  Hon.  i>ecretary,  red  feciire 
.of  the  continued  poirelTion  ot  all  we  value  or  hold  dear.  But 
.while  he  felt  thefe  fcntiments  of  confidence  in  the  general 
dHpofition  of  the  people,  he  (hould  think  that  the  Executive 
^Government  did  not  enable  the  zeal  and  fjpirit  of  the  country 
to  come  forward  in  the  manner  mod  cifc^ual  for  its  own  fe- 

'curity,  were  a  meaCure  like  the  prefent  not  adopted  and  pur- 
:fued. .   Satisfied  as  he  wa.s,  that  the  voluntary  fpirit  of  the 
eouQtry  would,  in  the  hour  oi  trial,  burd  forth  irrefidibly  in 
magnanimous  and  nfcful  exertions,  (lill  he  knew  well,  that 
to^St  in  conceit  and  with  the  heft  eiFcd,  meafures  mud  be 
taken  to  fydematize  thai  fpirit.     At  the  approach  of  an  ene- 
myy  in  caie  of  cotifufion,  the  confequencc  always  of  alarm, 
great  mifchiefs^were  \q  be  dreaded,  unkfs  men  had  a  general 
role  tnciilcated  to  them  by  which  their  condud  mud  be  guid- 
ed, and  a  baoaer  ttnfvrled,.under  which  they  mud  unite  for 
their  own  an*!  their  country's  dcfei^ce.  Taught  to  a&in  con* 
cert,  the  people  would  know  how  to  ufe  their  drength,  and  do 
•  fervice  ;  while  the  confequence  to  the  country  wotild  be,  that 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  raife  a  mafs  of  force  aridng 
•lit  €>f  the  date  of  the  public  feeling,  whofe  ufefulnefs  in  this 
hour  of  danger  we  ihould  chiefly  owe  to  tbefe  exertions^ 
made.to  produce  concert  of  adion  in  the  individual  with  the* 
public  fpirit.    Many  reafons  might  be  adigned  for  the  ze%I 
i^hkh  didinguilhed  the  prefent  period,     it  would  be  fu£B« 
dent  for  his  purpofe  to  f^le^  one  from  aou>0g  thefe  :  it  was 
a  reafop  which  mud  reach  the  heart  of  every  ms^  who  in  hts 
heart-entertained  love  of  his  country,  nameiy,  that  we  s>re 
Sghtiktg  for  the  deeped  dake  that  ever  the  country  hafl  at  if- 
jpe  in  any  conted.     This,  indeed,  was  the  opinion  of.  gre^it 
aind  wife  men,  dated  by  them  even  in  the  early  dag^9  of  thd 
Erench  Revolution.    By  them  it  was  dated,  and  bp  ^i)ter<^ 
l^ioed^lie  Cum  opiniooi  that  principles  inimical  to  thepea^ 


*     t?4  .WOObFALL^S  PAHUAMENTAkT  REPORTS.       (ChMHtoKi, 

'Of Europe  MrtrckvtrfrcA  by  theHevoluti^nsof  Frtiiic^.  Thde 
principles,  in  AiA,  entered  into  the  compofition  of  all  their' 
ptiblic  ads,  and  ihis  country  had  received  eaily  Avamiifgs  Af 
their  hofttHty  to  dor  Conftituiioo  tnd  Governmenti  from  the 
multiplied  Attempts  to  introduce  anarchy  among  us,  'and  by 
the  reception  the  emillaries  of  (edition  and  revolti  feat  by 
traitors  and  fanatics  in  this  country,  met  with  at  the  bar  6( 
the  French  National  Convention.     It  was  true,  the  real  ob- 
ject of  thefe  emtflaries  had  not  at  the  time  been  publicly 
"^vowied  ;  but  their  affedation  of  mere  love  of  liberty  was  only 
a  doak  ufed  to  conceal  their  treafonable  purpofe,  and  to  be 
worn  only  until,  by  a  furer  method,  they  could  tindemtifie 
'the  fabric  of  our  conftituton,  blot  out  our  laws,  and  configa 
ihe  country  to  all  the  hemrors  of  civil  warfare^    Happily, 
bowever,  the  evil  fptrit  had  at  the^time  been  obferved  turk^* 
log  InfiiHouily  in  the  (ilenceof  the  haunts  facred  lo  fedifioii 
'and  the  enemies  of  tnder  t  the  Government  ivas  not  lOaAtve^ 
.  at)d  the-country  is  ^ot  uncomrulfed  by^the  m  nesthen  fprung 
by  her  incendiary  oflEspring.     He  -would  not  then  enter  into  a 
detail  of  the  A£ts  of  the  Parliament  of  the  country «  fitHfl 
"vvhich  was  to  be  inferred  that  fiich  was  the  ftate -of  thitigs  at 
that  period,  he  thought  it  enough  to  mention  it  generally  ^  as 
little  was  he  inclined  to  (hew  from  tbeTe  Ads,  wbat  wel^ 
the  apprehenriolfis  entertained  of  our  fafety.     He  conlidered 
it  enough  to  ftate,  that  every  man   In  -the- coumrV,  'Whofii 
iiAind  was  rationally  occupied  in  a  contemplation  ot  tbe  pie* 
fern  tiate  of  Europe  and  our  own,  thought  that^his  oountly 
Waslightitig  for  its  exiftence.     But  the  «eal  whicli  it  was  bis 
pride  oft^n  to  admire,  would  every  whe^e  produce  uniformity 
6f  ihtegrtry  in  the  public  welfare ;  and'it  would  yet  be  feen 
that  the  force  6f  the  Country  became  wonderful  in  proportion 
fotheexigencv,  and  the  general  fpfrit  great  tn  propoitioti  t6  , 
the  danger,     it  was  now  hiswifh  to  flate  the  obj^  of  the  bill : 
U^  truth,  ft  had  two  Or  three  objeds  of  importance  cdnnedsed 
^\xh  it.    Already  fome  counties  had  expreiltKia  wiAi  to  adopt 
fxiealliresinth^iruaturefimilar.  }n\hecountyofDorret  4ivery 
pdbleiind  Uudflfetefpirithadbeen evinced,  mod  p^pofitions 
^ere  made  by  the  men  6f  property  which  induced  the  She- 
riifto  hold  feveral  meetittgs,  but  as  from  the  natute  of  his 
Met,  be <t^  only  call  out  the  pM  etfMttUus  in  cafi^  limited 
l^y  cffcUfxiftincet  of  linere  local  ui^cy,  thefe  tneeiitigs  hatl 
lib  otf^feftft  than  giving^  colleSed  cxpreflion  to  the  oatri- 
pAtm  dPtbat  CtiRtty..    In  other  TOunties,  the  l;o^  Lteo- 
•  .  leMiAti 
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tenants  had  done  a  grest  dealt  but  it  w»  doubtful  whelher 
they  €etild  go  beyond  certain  known  bounds  in  the  exercilo 
of  their  authority,  xir  do  alf  that  might  be  necoflary  to  rep* 
der  the  public  force  effe^aL  h  was,,  however^  the  ob^^ 
of  this  bill  to  provide  for  every  polRUe  emeigejicy^  by  giving 
a  power  to  his  Majefty  that  ibould  enable  him  to  difcuver 
Who  are  the  perfons  prepared  to  appear  in  arms,  to  embudjf 
them  fbr  their  own  dbfence,  and  Anally  to  unite  them  in  one 

'common  objeA.  Antnber  provifion  of  the  Bill  was  to  fee 
^hat  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  certain  diflrifb  could  b9 
^letaad  as  pioneers,  or  in  the  other  laborious  (ituatiooi 
thatarife  in  (he  prr)grefs  of  an  army*  In  a  criftt  of  real'dai^ 
ecr  ft  would  necelCirily  happen  to  many  thai  motivrs  of  per<> 

'  lonal  iafety,  or  the  natural  wi(h  of  preferving  their  property* 
jnight  lead  men  to  withdraw  from  the  Cervice  of  iheit*  CQUn* 
try ;  but  in  order  that  no  pcrfon  might  be  Inftuenced  to  fucb 
cdndud,  the  Bill  would  provid?,  that  Oiould  the  property  of 
indtvidtuls  be  deftroyed  by  a  marching  army,  fail  mto  the 
bands  of  an  enemy,  or  be  taken  for  the  fervice  of  the  coun* 

'  fty^  indemniHcation  (ball  be  rendered  acooxdtng  to  its  valtie* 
Other  cafo  wonM  occur  whera^  private  pro^rly  mvft  be  in* 
vaded ;  and  it  was  a  provifioa  in  the;.billt  that  (Moces  of 
grctand  allotted  to  the  purpofe  of  formkng  ban^ios^  or  tum^ 
ed  into  parks  for  the  artillery,  ftould  alfo  be^^jiid  far.  Thefo 

<  amttngements  would,  be  was  perAiaded,  be  confidfeed^ufeftil. 
^o  provide  an  eflcAual  check  to  the  Qtgbteft  ^^pofition  to 
iRrithhokl  aki  from  the  gmrernment,  the  fureA  method  would 
be,  that- no  perfon  ihould  be  made  liable  to  Cuffcr  by  any  aid 
thus  given  to  the  public  fervice.  The  otfaer  provifions  were 
that  in  the  event  of  its  being  neceRary  lo  employ  perfona  %:% 
pionecss,  to  remove  (lock,  or  aflift  in  facilitating  the  carriage 
of  military  (lores,  proper*  compcnfatton  would  be  allowed 
them;  and  as  in  cafes  when  the  able-bodied  men  muft  ba 
taken  away  Cor  the  public  fervice,  it  w;ould  be  hard  to  leave 
the  oiddcfencelefs,  the  BHIwas  intended  to  give  a  power  of 
embodying  a  jporttcm  of  nhe  regular  militia,  and  employing 
it  in  their  defence,  in  thi&  way,  and  proceeding  qa  thefe 
broad  principles  of  jufKce,  heexpeded,  nay,  be  was  confi. 
ilent,  the  fpirtt  of  the  country  wouM  boexerted ;  and  ftimuhit-» 
ed  by  the  exerttonis  every  where' making  for  the  general  fecu* 
tity,  the  Englifh  people  would  know  no  other  paflioB  thaui 
vlsinfpiredby  Englifli  valour,  wouM  know  no.  meattcf 
fltiotife  to  pride  and  exultation  but.  confcioufnefs  of  exhibit 
tag  to  Europe  and  the  world  the  example  that  while  otlu^ 

natioM 
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tuitie^ns  were  over* run  with  the  plundering  armies  of  Franccf 
or  torn  afundcr  by  commotions  generated  under  the  ihade  of 
French  principles,  there  yet  exifted  one  fmall  fpot  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean,  proud  of  its  independehccp  proud  of  its 
coniilitution,  its  rcUgion,  and  its  laws,  that,  not  more  from 
fituation  than  from  the  firm,  united  prowefs  of  its  inhabitantSy 
was  able  to  reiift  the  ihock.     He  believed  there  was  nothing 
that  could  infufe  confidence  into  a  people, .  and  make  them 
feel  their  fccurity^  depended  on  the  meafures  taken  for  thciv 
defence*  but  the  enabling  them  to  unite  to  defend  themfclvcs : 
It  would  call  forth  the  love  of  their  country,  already  unequi* 
vocally  exprefled-*it  would  enlarge  this  pallion,  and  6U  tho 
individual  with  benevolent  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  his  feU 
low,  encourage  to  manly  enterprize,  and,  as  ii  were,  recruit  - 
all  his  powers  in  the  dommon  caufe.    He  would  fay  once  for 
all,  that  pioper  meafures  >vouId  be  taken  to  difcbver  where « 
the  intention  was  avowed  to  arm,  what  men  were  defirous  to 
enrol  themfdves,  and  with  what  defcription  to  rank  them* . 
fo  that  they  might  form  a  part  of  that  fyftem  of  operation^ 
which  (hall  render  the  country  totally  invincible  and  impreg- 
nable.    But  while  he  faid  this,   he  was  far  from  thinking 
there  we^e  not  men  in  the  country  abandoned  enough  to*  vice .' 
not  to.  love  the  conftitution,  who  were   fccretly  planning 
means  for  deftroying  it,  and  who  far  from  being  trufted  with 
arms,  muft  be  narrowly  and  diligently  watched,  led  by  any 
means  they  (hould  (iide  into  the  ranks  and  attempt  to  poifoi> 
the  loyal  and  well-aiFedcd.     He  was  unwilling  to  agitate  a 
fubje^  that  night  which  might  occafion  fome  Gentlemen 
not  being  unanimous,  but  he  (hould  be  wanting  in  his  duty 
to  that  Houfe  and  the  country,  were  he  backward  in  declare- 
ingihat  there  exifted  people  who,  by  avowing  reforms  on 
delufive  and  vague  theories,  would  aid  the  Fren<^  ;  and  that 
there  were  men  who  eorrefponded  with  the  enemy  on  fubjefis 
and  for  purpofes  highly  treafunabie,  he  had  no  hefitatipn  in 
avowing,  bccaufe  he  knew  it  to  be  true.    When  he  faid  this, . 
he  did  not,  however,  mean  to  infinuate  that  all  were  crimi^ 
nal  who  entertained  fentiments  favourable  to  reform  ;  it  was 
not  his  way  or  dirpofition  to  throw  out  loofe  charges.     He  • 
admitted  that  reform  was  a  word  that  founded  pleafaot  in 
fome  ears  ;  but  without  innnuating  that  all  who  wiflied  f(« 
reform  wilhed  for  it  by  means  of  French  interference,  (indeed 
he  believed  there  were  many  of  quite  contrary  fentiments,)  . 
yet  he  was  certain  the  French  had  lumped  all  the  refomwrs 
Ustfaelr  friends.    Jin  this,  hj:  thought  the  French  wroi^( 
^  ^         *  and 
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and  therefore  it  vi-as  that  he  advifed  Gentlemen  to  confider 
well,  and  inform  themfelves  of  the  charadei;,  views,^  and  fen 
timents  of  thofe  with  whom  they  are  con ncQed,  and  if  they 
did  this,  they  would  find  the  prefen^  was  not  a  moment  to 
agitate  the  country  by  difcuflibns,  that  far  from  providing 
for  its  fafeiy,  would  only  tend  to  encourage  the  enemy  to  at- 
tempt its  ruin.     It  muft,  therefore^  be  obvious  that  hoWever 
plaufible  airociations  for  reform  might  be  at  other  limes,  the 
prefent  was  not  a  period  fit  either  to  propofe  or  difcufs  that 
queftioa;  but  what  would  be  the  feelings  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
when  he  had  told  them  that  there  were  many  who  had  ranked 
as  reformers  Who  nefarioufiy  pronioted  the  views  of  France. 
Having"  faid  this,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any 
further  retnarks  on  the  fubjed  of  difcuflion,  ftill  he  could 
not  help  again  to  remind  Gentlcm<^n  that  thccTountry  is  fight- 
ing for  its  exiftence  ;  and  thofe  who  thought  the  fricndflnp 
of  France  a  bafis  of  fecurity,  would^  he  was  certain,  be  mi- 
ferably  difappointed.     He  would  not  refer  them  to  the  Ne- 
therlands, for  there  the  aggreflions  of  the  French  were  early, 
and  almolt  obfcured  by  fubfequent '  ads  of  unprovoked  op- 
prefCon  and  tyranny.  Theumted  provinces,  Spain,  Sardinia, 
Genoa,  Venice,  and  ilUfated  Rome,  had  been  the  more  re- 
cent viftimsof  their  fury.     Every  nation,  in  (hdrt,  that  had 
approached  its  embrace,    had   fuifered  degradation  or  been 
ruined.     It  was  impoflible  for  him  that  night  to  deftribe  the 
Aate  of  the  nation  (Switzerland)  of  heroes — of  virtuous  he- 
rocs,  who  ftruggled  to  preferve  their  neutrality  amidft  the 
convoMions  of  Europe,  and  who,  becaufe  they  had  maintain- 
cd  rfieir  neutrality,   were  cruelly  invaded,  their  towns  pil- 
laged, and  the  monuments  of  their  freedom  every  where  m- 
fuJted,  trampled  on,  or  deftroyed.     Thefe  too  were  the  ads 
of  a  nation,  who  at  the  moment  they  werepurfuing  their  con- 
quefts  of  Switzerland,  under  the  walls  of  Berne,  gave  it  out 
in  its  proclamations,  and  announced  it  to  its  troops,  that 
every  battle  gained  was  an  advantage  over  England.     With 
an  enemy  fuch  as  this  to  oppofe,  an  enemy  whofe  objeft 
could  never  be  accurately  known,  who,  in   reality   fought 
for  nothing  kfs  than  the  deftruftion  of  our  navy,  the  annihi-- " 
lation  of  our  commerce,  the  overthrow  of  our  conflitution,  ^ 
and  the  overwhelming  in  one  mafs  our  laws,  our  religion,  and 
our  government.     In  fhort^  an  enemy  who,  envious  of  our 
ancient  gloiy,  eiivious  of  our  lofty  place  in   the  annals  of 
Eurcqpeait  fame,  defire  to  efface  all  that  charafierized  that 
ancient  ilate,    and   obliterate  for   ever   the    traces  of  ogr 
prefent   grandeur.     But   the   propofition  being  a    meafure 

A  a  which 
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>f  hich  would  tend  to  call  forth  the  fpirit  of  the  country, 
to  give  dircSion  and  efficacy  to  th^t  fpirit,  to  reft  its  de- 
fence  on  the  tried  zeal,  loyalty,  and  courage  of  the  beft 
and  mod  intrepid  of  her  fons,  he  was  fure  he  need  not  fay 
another  word  to  fhcw  the  neceffity  of  adopting  it.  He  then 
moved— 

«•  Th?.t  learc  be  given  to  brirg  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majcfty  more  cffcc. 
tually  to  provide  for  the  frcurity  and  defence  of  ihefe  realms,  and  to  indem- 
nify j>erfons  who  may  fuiFer  injury  in  their  property  by  the  operation  of  fucri 
luealurcs^*' 

General  T arUton  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion,  nor 
ihould  he  attempt  to  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman  into  a  dif- 
culTion  of  all  the  points  agitated  in  his  very  able  fpeech.  He 
was  Hill  lefs  prepared  to  throw  out  infmuations  in  general 
and  loofe  terms  againll  men  for  holding  particular  fentiments 
of  forms  of  government.     Whatever  might  be  the  danger 
apprehended  by  Minifters^  he  believed  there  did  not  exid  in 
the  country  any  body  of  menexclufively  attached  to  France* 
But  he  faw  it  with  pain,  that  the  country  had  been  brought  ^ 
he  would  not  fay  by  whom,  into  a  perilous,  but  not  a  cala- 
mitous fituation.     The  country  abounded  in  military  re- 
fourcesy  which,  if  rightly  managed,  W4)uld  enable  it  to  re-- 
fid  any  enemy.     In  his  opinion,  however,  the  beft  way  of 
providing  ior  our  defence  would  be  to  examine  the  parts 
mod  vulnerable,  and  there  put  ourfelves  in  a  fituation  to  ap* 
pal  the  enemy.     If  the  people  wiihed  to  preferve  their  inde- 
pendence, if  the  Houfe  wiihed  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  an 
independent  nation^  fuch  mud  be  the  plan  of  defence.     But 
he  was,  at  the  fame  time,  not  apprehendve  of  immediate 
danger,  and  wonUl  put  it  to  any  man  of  military  or  naval 
experience,  whether  any  experiment  could  be  made  on  the 
^ads  of  England  and  Ireland  for  months  to  come.     He  could 
Qot  bcas  well  informed  as  miniders  refpeding  the  prepara- 
tions  going  on  in  France  ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
they  were  fuch  as  could  induce  a  belief  in  the  probability  of 
a  fpcedy  invafion.     That  they  meant  to  make  the  attempt 
was  evident  fropi  the  manner  in   which  armed.  veiTels   had 
been  imprefled  into  the  public  fcrvice,  and  the  preparations 
Otherwife  going  forward  in  their  dock-yards  and  harbours* 
Much  he  had  heard  faid  elfewhere  of  the  impra£kicabllity  of  a 
fuccefsful  defcent  on  our  coad,  but  whatever  was  the  fituattion 
of  fotne  places,  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  pra^U- 
eability  of  a  landing* 
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Thus  impr^flTcd,  and  well  knowing  that  the  military  ope- 
rations of  France  were  condufl^d  on  a  plan  different  from 
riut  of  any  other  European  po\ver,^a  plan  which  had  abolifli- 
edthe  old  tranfport  fyUem,   while  it  facilitated  the  debarkar 
tion  of  troops,  this,  joined  to  the  confideration  of  the  un- 
certainty where  an  enemy  would  land,  induced  him  to  re- 
commend  that  all   the  attention  of  Government  might  be 
directed  to  the  defence  of  the  metropolis,  in  the  environs  of 
which  he  thought  the  efficient  force  of  the  country  ought  to 
be  concentrated.    It  was  no  information  to  the  French,  that 
he  was  therefore  in  order  when  heftated,  that  between  Lon- 
don and  any  part  of  the.  coaft  there  was  no  fortified  place  tQ 
reiift  the  prpgrefe  of  the  enemy  ;  yet  fince  if  they  elFccled  a 
landing,  it  muft  be  oh  a  diftrid  confiderably  dillant  from  the 
metropolis,  perhaps  150  miles,  it  would  take  them  fix  day* 
to  accompliib  their  march,  during  which   period  an  advan- 
tageous fituation  might  be  taken  to  defend  the  capital.    He 
fuggefted  xhr'y  hint  from  a  knowledge,  tjiai  though  the  Britifli 
troops  could  go  through  their  evolutions  as  well  as  any  troops 
can,  yet  if  feen  moving  from  cantonments  to  cantonments^ 
and  from. camp  to  camp,  the  weight  and  nature  of  their  bag- 
gage would    materially  oWtruiSl  their   progrefs  while  the 
French  were  facilitating  their  operations.    With  refpeft  tp 
the  d  iving  of  cattle  and  removing  tffcds,  he  did  not  think 
it   pradicable  ;  his  exj>crience  in  America  being  fuch  as  to 
convince  him  that  what  the  Americans  could  not  accomplifli 
in  a  country  thinly  populated,   and  vphere  every  man's  name 
«.va«  regiftercd,  could  not  be  done  in   a  populous  country. 
Befid;fs,  the  evils  men   muft  endure  in  fuch  circumllances 
would  be  intolerable.    Having  faid,  thi*;,    he  truded  credit 
would  be  given  to  him  when  he  declared  he   wilhcd  Qveiy 
thing  for  the  good  of  the  coyntry.     **  I  cannot,**  faid  the 
General*  "  give  military  lelfons  10  Buonaparte,.  Imt  I  have 
hopes,   after  the  war  is  ended,   and  I  wilh  it  may  be  end.  d 
honourably,   I  Ihall  hear  tVvim  Buonaparte  himfclf  a  dofcnf- 
tion   of  his  battles,  and  that  we  fljall  have  the  pleifure  tf 
talking  together  over  our  campaigns;  but  in  faying  ihis,    I 
cannot  be  mifunderftood,  as  I  mean  n(»thing  more  liian  per- 
fonal   refped  for  a*  man  of  acknowledged  valour,  wh)  has 
excited  tlie  admiration  of  every  mind  ;  ancj  it  is  in  tlic  narure 
of  a  foldier's  life  to  wifti  to  talk  over  his  ilorics  with  men 
who  have  (hared  its  toils.     Every  man  who  hears  me  will,   | 
truft,  not  imagine  that  while  I  can  admire  talents  and  vene-» 
rale  a  brave  man,  I  would  court  that  General  for  a  com- 

manj 
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th^y  mull  be  very  few.  WhsUerer  opinions  might  have  been 
once  entertained  concerning  the  French,  by  numbers  pf  peo- 
ple, he  would  venture  to  fay  that  they  were  changed^  and  that 
icarcely  any  perfons  thought  favourably  of  them  at  prefenL 
He  knew  aifo  that  many  perfons  in  a  moment  of  warmth 
would  fay  things  of  which  they  afterwards  repented ;  and  that 
thofe,  who  from  their  exprcflions  might  have  been  fuppofed 
to  be  favourable  to  the  enemy,  would  come  forwani  in  a  mo* 
ment  of  danger,  and  defend  their  country.  There  was  no 
cixcumdance  that  could  ferve  to  roufe  the  fpirtt  and  indigna- 
tion pf  the  country  more  efFedually  than  the  recent  example 
of  Switzerland ;  that  indignation  ought  to  be  marked  in  the 
firongeft  manner  by  feme  public  meafure/and  he  was  fure  it 
would  have  a  good  eiFed  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Nicholl  faid,  he  diil  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  meafurct 
which  had  his  approbation';  but  to  declare  it  as  his  opinioni 
that  all  the  exertions  which  could  be  made  in  confcquence  of 
this  plan,  could  produce  but  liitle  cfFed,  if  the  prefcnt  fyf- 
tem  of  coercbn  in  Ireland  was  continued.  There  was  no 
chance  of  making  any  effedual  refiftance  againd  the  enemy, 
if  with  one  hand  the  people  of  the  fifter  kingdom  were  kept 
down  and  oppreifed,  while  with  the  other  ihe  remaining  part 
of  the  empire  could  be  but  feebly  fupported.  It  was  necef- 
fary  to  remark,  that  fmce  the  late  negociations  at  Liflc,  the 
French  had  concluded  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Auftria ;  they 
had  eftabiifhed  a  republican  government  in  Italy,  which, 
from  its  (late  of  fubje<Elion  to  them,  moil  become  their  ally  ; 
a  complete  revolution  was  lately  efFcded  by  them  in  Holland, 
in  order  that  the  forces  of  that  nation  might  be  more  fubfer^ 
vient  to  them.  The  papacy  was  deftroyed,  and  a  republican 
government  eftabliflied  at  Rome.  Naples  and  Spain  were  in 
itanger  of  experiencing  a  fimilar  fate.  The  French  therefore 
might  be  confidered  as  accumulating  almoft  all  the  force  of 
Europe  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a£l  againd  this  country.  Was 
it  polfible,  therefore,  to  hope  for  fuccefs  againft  fuch*ene* 
knies,  if  the  aifeAions  of  Ireland  were  not  conciliated^  and  if 
both  iflands  were  not  to  be  united.  He  would  aflc  Minifters 
if  the  ^reateft  part  of  the  Brittfli  troops  were  not  at  pr.eient 
required  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  Ireland  in  fubjedion  ? 
No  perfon  could  lament  the  fate  of  Switzerland  more  fin- 
cerely  than  he  did. — But  what  was  the  caufe  of  their  cala^ 
mities  ?  It  was  the  divifions  which  had  exifted  among  them — ^ 
the  want  of  cordiality  and  union  which  had  prevented  them 
from  being  in  a  date  of  preparation  to  relid  invaiion.    Such 

muft. 
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muft  be  the  fate  of  this  country  if  that  dreadful  divifion  cx- 
iftcd  between  her  and  Ireland*;  whereas,  if  they  were  both 
united,  a  peace  might  be  fpeedily  obtained  on  advantageous 
terms;  hecaufe  the  Fieivrh  would  then  fee,  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  fight  againft  fo  formidable  a  power,  and  if  the  enemy 
then  ftioiild  not  be  willing  to  make  peace,  this  country  muft 
bcfiire  of  fucccfs;  therefore   he  knew  of  no  means  that 
would  fo  cfFc<auaHy  prtVcnt  the  evils  that  threatened  us,  as  that 
of  terminating  the  prefent  fyftem  jn  Ireland.     It  was  the 
Government  that  forced  the  people  of  that  country  into  that 
ftatc  of  difcontent  which  led  them  into  affociations,  from 
which  every  thing  was  to  be  dreaded.     It  was  of  the  moft  fe- 
Tious  importance  to  confider  of  lenient  mcafurcs  ;  and  the 
well  wilhers  of  the  Britilh  Conftitution,  and  the  true  friends 
'   of  the  Sovereign,  ihould  try  all  means,  and  do  every  thing  in    • 
their  power  to  put  an  end,  in  the  moft  amicable  manner,  to 
thofe  dreadful  divifions,  the.  attempt  to  fupprefs  which  by 
other  means,  called  forth  and  employed  all  the  forces  of  the 

country.  ^     , . 

Mr.  fVilberforce  faid,  he  conceived  it  neccflkry  for  Iwm  to 
rife  upon  the  prefent  occafion  to  give  his  fupport  to  the  mea- 
fure  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  becaufe  he  per- 
ceived there  were  fome  Gentlemen  on  the  ojppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  who,  although  they  did  not  diredly  oppofe  the  mea- 
fure,  and  although  they  pretended  to  fupport  it,  yet  gave  it 
a  kind  of  fecrct  oppofition.      They  (hould  have  felt  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  be   unanimous  on  an  oc- 
cafion like  the  prefent.  He  highly  approved  of  the  fentimcnt* 
that  had  fallen  from  an  lion.  Baroqet,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
found  it  necclTary  to  corrcA  him  in  that  part  of  his  fpeech 
•where  he  complained  that  thofe  mcafitres  had  not  been  fooner 
adopted.     The  faft  was  otherwife  i  ',  for  the  hon.  Baronet 
niuft  recoiled,  that  forthefe  three  or  four  years  paft  the  fume 
pjan  was  afted  upon  in  fpirit,  and  that   fimilar  meafures, 
ail  tending  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  had  been  adopted 
during  the  whole  of  tliat  time.     In  that  county  which  he- 
had  the  honour  to  rcprefent,  he  could  fay  that  great  numr* 
bcrsof  people  who  had.  never  been  in   the  habit  of  under- 
liaoding  military  affairs,  had  come  forward  long  ago  and 
offered  their  fervices  for  the  defence  of  the  codrttry.     But 
now,  when  the  enemy  had  openly  declared  their  intention  ^f 
ifivading  it,  it  was  necelTary  to.call  out  ail  the  pofiible  fcfcei 
that  could  bo  raifed  ;  a^d  he  was  .convinced  that  there  would 

not 
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not  be  fottod  in  the  county  of  York  any  want  of  fpirit  tofecoAd 
the  efibrts  of  government.  The  people  of  that  county  under- 
flood  and  felt  the  bleffings  which  they  derived  from  the  happy 
conftitution  under  which  they  Hved.— They  highly  approved  of 
the  condu&  of  his  Majefty's  prcfent  Minifters,  which  they 
knew  to  be  directed  to  thefafecy  and  advantage  of  tl)e  country* 
The  only  queftion  then  was,  how  thofe  perfons  could  be  moft 
advantageoufly  employed.  They  only  wanted  to  be  inftru£led 
in  the  means  by  which  they  could  be  moft  ufeful.  AIJ  thofe 
who  poflefled  any  property  on  the  coaft  were  grateful  to  minif- 
ters  for  the  meafores  tliey  intended  to  adopt  in  order  to  render 
it  fecurc.  He  would  not  trouble  the  Houfc  with  any  more 
obfervations ;  he  found  it  neceflary  thus  to  declare  what  were, 
the  fentimetits  of  his  conftituents,  as  well  as  to  exprefs  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  he  felt  at  hearing  the  prefent  plan  propofed ;  and  he 
hop^d  it  would  meet  with  unanimous  fupport,  and  be  profecut- 
cd  with  vigour  and  expedition. 

Sir  fFi/liam  Pultency  repeated  his  approbation  of  the  prefent 
plan,  but  he  did  not  think  it  fliould  be  carried  on  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  paying  every  perfon  who  might  be  employed  in  confe- 
quence  of  it.  The  country  at  large  (hould  fliew  what  It  was 
capable  of  daing,  without  any  idea  of  putting  into  pay  all  thofe 
who  fhoulJ  come  forward  in  its  defence. 

Mr.  fpilberforcc  explained. 

Mr.  Buxton  faid,  that  a  meafure  fimilar  to  the  prcfent  had 
been  propofed  by  him  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
where  it  had  been  approved  of,  and  it  was  determined  that  carts 
and  waggons  fhould  be  in  a  flate  of  rcadinefs  to  carry  away  the 
property  of  farmers  living  near  the  coaft.  If  there  was'  any 
event  that  could  juftify  the  whole  conduft  of  Minifters  during 
the  prefent  war,  it  was  the  decent  example  of  what  had  hap- 
pened in  Switzerland.  For  there  could  no  longer  be  a  doubt 
but  that  if  Great 'firitafn  had  till  this  time  remained  in  a  ftate 
of  inaSivity,  the  whole  united  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland  would  have  attacked  her ;  they  not  having  been  weak- 
ened by  thofe  glorious  fucceffes  gained  over  them  by  the  Bri- 
tifti  Navy,  and  Britain  would  then  be  in  the  fame  deplorable 
ftate  of  weaknefs  in  which  the  Swifs  were  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Duruiasy  in  reply  to  fome  obfervations  that  had  fiillen 
from  an  bonoorable  Baronet,  faid,  it  was  not  meant  that  this 
plan  fliould  be  attended  with  no  expence.  Could  any  Gen- 
tleman fuppofe  that  perfons  employed  in  the  bufmefs  of  being 
trained  to  put  it  in  execution,  fliould  have  no  compenfation  for 
the  lofs  of  their  time  f  But  he  muft  fay,  that  many  of  the  vo^ 

luntecr^ 
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lanteer  corps  had  come  forward  in  a  patriotic  and  difinterefted 
Bianner  and  refufed  to  receite  any  pay  at  all. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  he  wiflicd  to  a(k  whether  perfons  under 
this  plan  would  be  forced  to  ferve. 

Mr.  T^erney  faid,  that  fo  far  frdm  m tending  to  oppofe  the 
plan»  he  highly  approved  of  it ;  and  he  (hould  have  content- 
ed htmfeif  with  giving  a  filent  vote,  and  not  have  faid  a  word 
on  the  fubjed,    if  a  difpofition  had   been  (hewn  that  day,  to 
leave  out  of  the  queflion  all  party  prejudices.     An  honourable 
Gentleman^  however  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  whofe 
reputation  for  a  meek  and  peaceable  difpofition  might  Jead  one 
'to  fuppofe  that  he  would  have  purfued  a  diflerent  condu£l,  had, 
in  the  moft  unprovoked  manner,  thrown  out  ungrounded  af- 
fertions  againA  Gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  by  fay- 
ing that  they  had  made  a  fecret  oppofition  to  the  intended  plan, 
at  the  time  they  openly  exprefled  their  approbation  of  it. . 
Whaterer  others  might  think,  he,  for  his  part,  would  fay, 
that  die  language  and  illiberal  infinuations  he  had  heard,  were 
fudi  as  he  might  naturally  expe£t  to  come  from  that  quarter. 
**  I  will  tell  that  honourable  Gentleman,  (faid  Mr.  Tierney) 
that  I  am  as  auimated  in  the  caufe  of  defending  my  country, 
and  that  I  am  as  true  a  friend  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain 
as  he  can  be.  ^  I  have  a  chara^er  to  maintain  as  well  as  he :  1 
have  a  right  to  fay  that  my  reputation  is  as  good,  and  that  I  and 
my  friends  are  as  much  entitled  to  credit,  both  from  this 
Houfe  and  the  country,'*     But  for  that  hopourable  Gentleman 
to  (ay,  that  any  thing  had  fallen  from  his  firiends  which  called 
for  the  moft  diftant  animadverfion^  was  a  thing  which  he  could 
not  be  warranted  in  doing.     As  to  what  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  Friend  of  his,  he  believed  that  it  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  general  cordiality  fo  much  recommended,  to  receive  the 
fu^^ftions  which  he  had  offered  to  the  Houfe      Another  hon. 
Friend   had  infifted  on  the  neceifity  of  conciliating  Ir(;land. 
Could  any  Gentleman  fuppofe  that  thefe  fuggeftions  were  like 
a  fecreC  oppofition  ?  When  any  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe  pro- 
pofed  a  meafure  which  he  conceived  iiad  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  intereft  of  the  empire,  he  would  a(k  whether  that  man 
could  be  a  friend  to  his  country,  or  a£led  in  a  manner  becom- 
ing a  member  of  that  Houfe,  who  from  any  Kttle  petulance 
/hould  fneer  at  what  had  been  offered  from  the  beft  intentions. 
He  could  appeal  to  the  n£tions  of  his  own  life  fbr  the  rectitude 
of  his  intentions.     He  did  not  confider  himfdf  as  forced  to  give 
a  blind  (uppott  to  any  meafure;  and  though  he  highly  approved 
of  tlie  preient,  it  did  not  follow  but  he  might  propofe  fome  at- 
terations  in  it ;  and  he  bad  that  opinion  otthe  candour  of  the 
Vol-.  II-  1798.  Bb  right 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  who  brought  it  ibrward,  that  be  was 
fure  he  muft  rather  thank  him  for  bi$  fnggeftions,  than  find 
fault  with  him. 

Mr.  fFdberforci  rofe  to  explain.     He  faid  that  be  never  was 
fo  much  furprifed  during  the  time  which  he  had  attended  his 
duty  in  Parliament,  as  at  the  expreflfons  which'had  fallen  that 
night  from  the  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him.     It 
would  appear  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  been  for 
fome  time  paft  coUeding  and  acoimulating  all  his  fpleen  with, 
a  view  of  giving  it  vent  upon  the  prefent  occafion.     He  could 
only  account  for  the  extraordinary  attack  made  upon  him  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  that  manner — [Mr,   ffilberforce  was 
caUid  to  order,']     He  then  proceeded  by  obferving,  that  he  had 
.  at  fiill  rifcn  fior  the  purpofe  of  flating  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  his 
mind  the  language  which  had  fallen  from  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  was  not  like  that  warm  and  cordial  exprei&onof  fen- 
timent  which  was  naturally  to  be  expedled  in  a  crifis  fo  eflen- 
tially  difiercnt  from  all  other  events  that  had  ever  occurred ; 
and  on  the  fubjeft  of  which,  with  refpedl  to  every  wife  pre- 
paration of  national  defence,  all  ought  to  be  united  in'fucb  a 
manner,  that  the  people  of  the  country  without  doors  itii^t  be 
rcadv  to  put  into  execution  thofe  plans  which  the  Houfe  might 
thinx  proper  to  adopt.     As  it  was  not,  however,  confident  with 
order  to  reply  to  the  inve6live$  which  bad  been  dire£ted  againft 
hifr<»  he  (bould  fay  no  more  \  but  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
well  aware  that  he  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  could  not  in  compliance 
with  Parliamentaiy  regularity  defend  hi mfelf  agatnft  fotinpro- 
voked  an  aggrefiioni  that  knowledge  perhaps  conftituted  one  of 
the  hon.  Gentlcman^s  reafons  for  adopting  that  line  of  con- 
dua. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^^^^  Sir,  I  feel  myfelf  called  upon 
to  exprefsmy  aftonifhmentatthe  language  thrown  out  tonight 
by  the  hon.  Gentlecpan  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  againft 
my  honourable  friend  near  me.     I  have  no  difficulty  in  fay* 
ing,  that  it  is  the  moft  unprovoked  and  unwarrantable  attack 
I  have  ever  heard  made  by  one  gentleman  upon  another. 
With  refpcdl  to  myfclf,  I  can  eafily  account  for  what  my  ho- 
nourable Friend  has  faid:  the  fentiments  which  he  has  ex« 
preflfedhave  been  unqueftionably  dilated  by  thepureft  andmoCl 
patriotic  motives.     He  expreiled  bis  belief,  that  tlie  great  body 
of  the  people  of  this  country  were  impatient  to  flep  forvrard, 
and  carry  into  execution  thofe  plans  wliich  the  wifdooi  of  die 
Legiilaturc  might  adopt  for  the  more  ef^ftual  proteAioa  and 
fafety  of  the -kingdom;  and  on  that  ground  he  was  deiirous^ 

that 
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that  any  falotafy  plans  or  fyflem  of  defence,  which  might  be 
propofed,  fhould  be  received  with  unanimity,  and  confirmed 
widi  the  moft  marked  and  decided  approbation  of  every  Mem*' 
ber,  for,  in  that  moft   efiential  point,  all  are  equally  con- 
cerned.    It  is  therefore  rather  extraordinary,  becaufe  niy  no-  - 
tic  Friend  complained  that  certain  Members  did  not  give  their- 
hearty  fupport  to  the  meafures  propofed  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution^  with  refpe^  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  that  the : 
honourable  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hpufe,  fliould 
get  up  and  make  a  diredl  and  violent  attack  againft  my  ho- 
nourable Friend,  as  if  the  honourable  Genrieman  Was  Con- 
vinced that  the  infinuation  had  been  thrown  out  againft  him-* 
feif.     What  it  is  that  has  fo  unexpe&edly  kindled  the  flame 
of  refentmeot  in  the  honourable  Gentleman's  breaft,    and' 
raffed  his  paffionsto  this  aggrei&on,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conje&ure: 
but  I  muft  afk,  has  my  honourable  Friend  had  no  caufe  for 
throwing  out  any  blame  againft  certain  perfons  this  day  ?    Has 
he  been  furniftied  vWih  no  ground  for  delivering  his  fehti-» 
ments  in  the  way  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  adopt  ?  The 
honourable  General  has  certainly  not  been  fo  warm  in  the  inW 
portant  caufe  of  the  defence  of  the  country  as  my  honourable' 
Friend,  and,  I  am  confident,  many  others  may  have  wiiheid : 
for  though  he  has  notobje£bd  to  the  plan  now  under  difcufiion^ 
6fle  may,  with  great  confiftency,  fuppofe,  that  his.opinion^ 
in  fiivour  of  it  is  too  lukewarm.     The  honourable  Gentle- 
man has  faidy  that  the  operation  of  the  plan  ought  to  be  de- 
layed, and  that  has  been  confidered  as  a  juft  fentiment  by  one* 
who  ezprefled  his  con  virion  that  if  ought  not  to  be  delayed  at 
all.     With  refpe£^  to  the  honourable  General's  opinion  as 
to  the  exa£t  manner  of  defending  the  <:ountry,  'or  that  the 
ibrce  of  the  kingdom  (bould  be  co]le£led  and  applied  to  the 
proieiSsoa  of  the  great  towns,  I  will  not  undertake  to  difcufs 
that  point  at  prefent ;  but  if  he  ferioufly  .entertains  that  opi- 
nion, it  clearly  forms  in  my  mind  an  additional  argument 
why  vre  (bould  be  more  eager  and  more  fanguine  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plan,  and  therefore  we  cannot  be  furprifed,  that 
my   honourable  Friend  has  been  induced,  conne<^ing  fuch 
tentiincnts  with  the  nature  of  the  fyftcm  of  defence  propofed,* 
to  coniidcr  him  as  not  fufficiently  zealous  in  promoting  the 
meafare.       The  honourable  General  has  alluded  to  the  im- 
pra^cability  of  driving  away  from  the  coafts  the  cattle  of  the 
farmers.      I  did  not,  however,  underfiand  from  him,  that  we 
Gf^ht  not    to  drive  away  the  cattle  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  ;• 
but  if  he   meant  to  fay,  that  it  (hould  be  done  foon,  I  am  the 
»orc  furprifed  that  he  ftiould  entertain  an  opinion  of  that  kind, 

S-h  z  becaufe 
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tecaufe  from  his  experience  as  a  military  man,  he  ought 
to  have  known,  that  a  meafure  of  that  peculiar  nature  is  al- 
ways expedient,  and  even  neceflary.     As  to  what  has  heen 
thrown  out  by  an  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  fubjefi  of 
Conciliation  with  refpc<ft  to  Ireland,  and  the  referencJe  which 
he  has  thought  proper  to  make  in  his  obfervations  on  that  to- 
{Nc  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  Switzerland,  I  cannot  help  re* 
narking,  that  theallofion  is  one  of  the  ftrangefl  that  I  have  ever 
heard  m'^^de  ;  and  my  honourable  Friend  might  have  been  well 
furprifed  9t  the  inference  which  the  honourable  Gentleqnan 
drew  from  it,  becaufe  the  inference  ought  in  fa£l  to  be  di- 
rcdily  the  reverfe  of  the  conclufion  which  the  honourable 
Gentleman  took  fo  much  pains  to  eftabli(h.     The  fame  ho- 
nourable Qentleman  has  reprobated,  in  the  moft  pointed  and 
unqualified  terms,  the  prefent  fyftem  of  coercion  which  un- 
fortunately has  become  necefiary  for  Ireland,  and  has  copipated 
the  ftate  of  this  country  with  that  in  which  Switzerland  has         | 
been  hitherto  placed      He  has  endeavouitd  to  fhew,  that  the         ^ 
want  of  unanimity  among  the  people  of  that  confederacy,  has 
produced  thofe  misfortunes  in! which  they  are  at  prefent  in- 
volved, >and  has  thus  laboured  to  prove  that  fimilar  calamities 
vnpend  over  this  country.     But,  Sir,  the  honourable  Gende* 
man  (hould  know,  that  the  Briti(h  Parliament  and  the  Bri- 
tiib  Government,  during  the  whole  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
ireign,  fo  far  as  they  had  the  power  of  interfering  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland,  have  ihewn  every  indulgence,  and  granted 
every  poilible  favour  to  that  country,     lie  ihould  know,  that 
jK)thiog  has  been  omitted  on  their  part,  and  that  no  exertion 
has  been  wanting  to  extend  the  commerce,  and  fecure  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  happinefs  of  that  kingdom.     Concilia- 
tion is  now  become  a  favourite  word  ;   but  I  beg  leave  to  fey, 
that  the  word  conciliation,  in  the  prefent  crifis  of  public 
afiaiis,  is  both  mifunderftood  and  mifapplied.     Does  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  mean,  by  conciliation  to  Ireland,    that 
we  ihould  make  every  conceffion  and  every  facrifice  to  traitors 
and  rebels,  to  men  who  are  induflriouily  propagating    die 
moft  dangerous  principles,  engrafting  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  the  moft  deftruftive  doiftrines,  wantonly  feducing  and 
deluding  the  ignorant  multitude,  encouraging  the  moft  cri- 
minal correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  exciting  the  coMmmit- 
i^on  of  treafon  in  Ireland,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  Par- 
hamentary  Reform,  and  forming,  in  conjunction  and  co-oper- 
s|tion  with  the  profefted  enemy  of  all  liberty,  morality^  and 
focuii  liappihcfs,  plans  for  feparating  that  country  froin    Great. 
Britaui,  and  for  converting  Ireland  into  a  Jacobinical  SLepvib- 
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licy  under  the  wing  and  protedion  of  Republican  France  ? 
^re  we  to  conciliate  men  whofe  machinations  go  not  merely 
to  the  fubverfion  of  their  legitimate  government;  but  to  the 
diffufion  of  every  horror  that  anarchy  An  produce  ?  Are  we 
to  conciliate  men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  ready  to  plunge 
them  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  differ  from  them  in  politi*  ' 
al  opinion  ;  men  who  are  eagerly  watching  for  an  opjxjrtu- 
nity  to  overturn  the  whole  fabric  of  their  conftitution,  aru!  to 
crulh  their  countrymen  with  its  ruins  ?  Are  we  to  withhold 
from  the  peaceable  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ireland  that  pro- 
tedion  without  which  there  is  no  fecurity  for  their  lives  and 
property  ?  No  !  The  only  meafure  of  iafety  we  can  adopt  is 
a  vigorous  fyftera  of  oppofition  to  thole  who  would  completely 
demoy  the  counliy ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  irrc- 
fidibly  called  upon  to  give  a  manly  and  fiim  fupport  to  thofe 
who  would  prefcrve  for  themfelves  and  their  pofterity  thofe 
great  and  inedimable  bleffings  which  they  now  enjoy  ! 

Since  an  alluiion  has  been  made  to  Switzerland,  I  think  it 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  her  prefent  calamities  have  been 
produced  by  the  adoption  of  meafures    direftly  contrary  to 
thofe  which  I  havejuft  mentioned.     She  unfortunately  gave 
way  at  an  early  period  of  the  war,  to  the  fatal  influence  of 
French  democracy.     She  afterwards  confented  to  new  model 
her  Government,  and  endeavour,  but  in  vain,   to  appeafe  the 
enemy.     Her  condefcenfion  was  ineffeftual — her  conccffions 
were  difregardcd ;  her  attempt  at  conciliation  was  fruitlefs. 
The  enemy  was  regardlefs  of  every  conceflion,  and  intent  alone 
upoii  gratifying  the  imperious  calls  of  unbounded   ambition. 
But  if  the  Swifs  had  from  the  beginning  purfued  a  manly  aiid 
decided  line  of  condud ;  if  they  had  oppofed  vigorous  meafures 
to  the  deftruflivc  principles  of  France,  and  kept  themfelves  in 
a  flate  of  independence  and  ftrift  neutrality,  thev  would,  I  be- 
Jfcvc,  be  at  this  moment  as  free  as  any  other  nation  ;  though 
I  ftili  Cncercly  hope  their  refiftance  is  not  too  late.     If,  there- - 
fore,  any  inference  with  refpedl  fo  the  prefent  (ituation  of  this 
countiy  is  drawn  from  the  misfortunes  of  Switzerland,  the  ex- 
ample of  the  miferies  which  (lie  has  fufFcred  in  confequence  of 
her  timidity,  furcly  it  ought  to  weigh  with  us  ;  the\patrotic  he- 
roifm   and  gallant  ardour  now  difplayed  by  her  brave  inhabi- 
tants ought  to  animate  us  to  the  moft  vigorous  exertions,  and 
convince  us,  fince  we  heboid  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  which 
a  nation  is  capable,  even  with  all  that  fupineneis  into  which 
(he  has  been  betrayed,  and  reduced  as  (he  is  to  her  laft  ftruggle, 
that  wc  have  every  thing  to  hope  from  our  perfeverance,  firm- 
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neis,  and  unnntmity.  I  truft.  Sir,  that  the  example  of  that 
brave,  but  unhappy  people,  will  animate  this  country  to  vi- 
gorous and  ncceflary  exertions.  Let  us,  not,  by  imitating  their 
former  condud,  run  into  the  danger  in  which  they  have  in- 
volved themfelves,  and  fubjeSourfelves  to  incur  thofe  misfor- 
tunes which  they  now  experience. 

Leave  being  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  it  was  accordingly 
prcfented  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  fliould  move  to  have  it  committed  next 
Thurfday,  and  as  it  was  neceffary  to  have  it  carried  through  aJI 
its  ftagiJiS  With  every  pofTible  difpatch,  he  would  now  move  that 
the  bill  be  printed. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  for  a  ft  ring  of  papers  relative  to  the  Her- 
ring Fiftiery,  which  were  ordered  to  be  prefented. 

The' additional  Afleflinent  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  tunc,  an4 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  March  28. 

SWITZERI4AND. 

The  Eail  of  Carlifle  faid,  that  what  h«  had  to  offer  to  their 
Lordfhips  .would  be  contained^  in  a  very  few  words ;  and  were 
he  not  fare  that  be  would  not  detain  them  long,  he  ihould  not* 
have  rifen  to  addreb  them  on  a  fubje£l  which,  though  intereft- 
ing.to  their  feelings,  was  not  before  them  in  any  fhape  for  con- 
Jideration.     He  <vas  not  fure  that  the  matter  to  which  he  allud* 
ed  could  in  any  regular  mode  be  brought  before  them  at  pre* 
feht,  yet  it  was  one  which  in  being  mentioned  could  not  fail 
to  he  received  with  the  ftrongeft  eniotion.     He  alluded  to  the 
fituation  of  the  Swifs  at  the  prefent  moment.     Whatever  might 
be  the  event  of  the  ftruggie  in  which  the  Swifs  were  now  en- 
gaged by  the  magnanimous  and  gallant  condu£^  which  they 
had  rtiaintained  in  refifting  an  unprovoked  attack  by  the  French 
Republic^  cheyhad  done  tiiore  than  any  other  nation,    Eng- 
land excepted,,  to^ftem  the  torrent  of  French  power  and  French 
principles  which  threatened  to  defolate  Europe.     The  empty 
prai(b.of:th«k  Lordfliips  or  of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament 
might  be  unavailing  to  fupport  them  in  the  ftruggie  in  which 
they  >vere  involved  ;  yet  to  know  that  they  had  been  honoured 
by  theoipptobation  of  a  Britilh  Parliament ;  to  know  that  theip 
geoerotts.  de&nce  of  their  independence  had  called  forth  the  ad- 
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miration  of  all  Britain,  ought  to  be  fome  confolation  to  them 
in  the  worft  fortunes  to  which  they  might  be  doomed.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  fomething  Would  be  luggefted  either  now 
or  on  fome  odier  occafion  to  enable  the  Houfe  regularly  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fcntiments  which  they  entertained.  If  it  were  pradi* 
able  by  any  means  to  reinforce  the  Swifs.  nation,  and  enable 
them  to  fupport  the  ftraggle  in  which  they  were  engaged,  it 
would  be  worthy  of  the  BrUiih  charadler  and  generofity  to  give 
them  full  effedi.  If  it  were  poffible,  by  any  means,  to  enable 
"  them  to  repel  the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  an  ambitious  ene- 
my, and  to  defeat  that  cruelty,  that  perfidy  and  injuftice  with 
which  they  had  been  treated,  the  Briti(h  nation  would  not  he- 
fitatc  to  employ  every  effort.  He  had  no  motion  to  make  upon 
the  fubje^  at  pre&nt :  he  merely  fiated  for  tlie  confideration 
of  their  confciences  that  in  what  he  had  faid  he  had  only  anti- 
Cfpated  the  feelings  of  every  man  in  the  Houfe. 

Lord  GrenviUc  faid,  that  no  apology  could  be  necefiary  for 
the  introdudion  of  a  fubje£l  like  that  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  called  their  attention.     It  came  home  to  the  feelings  of 
every  man  who  retained  the  leaft  capacity  of  moral  judgment, 
much  more  did  it  come  home  to  the  feelings  of  thofe  who,  bora 
in  a  free  country,  oould  eftimate  the  ftnig^es  which  brave  men 
were  willing  to  endure  for  their  liberty.     If  there  were  any 
regular  mode  of  laying  the  fubjeA  before  the  Houfei  no  doubt 
could  be  eatbrtained  o^  the  opinion  they  would  pronounce. 
Perhaps,  however,  an  opportunity  might  occur,  in  communi- 
cations on  the  fubjed^  of  the  relations  we  maintained  with  other 
countries  in  which  this  fentiment  might  beexprefied.    He  was 
glsid  that  the  fubjedl  had  been  touched  upon  with  fo  much  de- 
licacy in  tfiis  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  as  it  would 
gijve  weight  to  any  meafures  which  the  events  alluded  to  might 
dictate*     If  any  thing  could  add  fortitude  to  the  Swifs  m  their 
prefent  arduous  conteft,  it  would  be  to  know  that  the  fyropathy 
of  every  thing  generous  and  liberal,  of  all  who  prized  the  blef« 
fings  of  freedom  and  independence,  went  with  them  in  the 
exertions  which  they  made.    ThisjTubjeA  came  peculiarly 
home  to  Engliflnnen,  becaufe  they  faw  the  Swift  wtre  like 
tbeoiielves  ftruggling  in  a  caufe  for  iheir  liberties  and  tberr  in- 
depeodcpce,  for  every  thing  which  could  be  dear  to  individuals 
and  to  nations. 

There  being  no  queftioa  before  the  Houfe  the  coitverfotion 
ended. 

DIVORCE  BILLS. 

The  propofed  (landing  orders  relative  to  this  fub]fe£k|  being 
to  be  uken  mio  coofideracion  purfaant  to  the  order  of  the  day^ 

The 
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The  Lor^i  Chancellor  fofe  to  fubmit  a  few  obfervations  to  their ' 
Lordiiiips*  confideration  on  the  fubjed  of  the  resolutions  which 
he  on  a  former  day  had  had  the  honour  of  laying  on  their  table, 
and  would  that  night  propofe  to  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 
With  the  nature  of  thefe  Relations  their  Lordfhips  muft  al- 
ready be  acquainted  ;  he  had  beftowed  great  pains  on  the  exa< 
mination  of  the  fubje£l  involved  in  them  ;  and  he  had  hopes  the 
community  would  he  generally  benefited  by  thefe  regulations, 
the  iketch  of  which  formed  the  refult  pf  his  enquiries.  Here 
bis  Lord(hip'complained  of  the  mifreprefentationsof  foine  newf- 
papers^  wherein  it  had  been  ftatpd,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  recent 
difcufiion  on  this  fubjeft,  (Eftcn's  Divorce  Bill)  their  Lord- 
fiiips  had  reflefted  with  afperity  on  the  EcclefiaAical  Court; 
a  circumftance  which  he  was  forry  to  find,  had  occaficmed 
fome  uneafinefs  to  Gentlemen  of  *  great*  refped^ability  and 
diftingulQied  fituation  in  Do6lor's  Commons.  He  remind- 
ed their  Lordfhipsy  that  fo  far  from  having  offered  any 
reproaches  to  that  Court  on  their  fentence,  he  had  merely 
ftated,  that  had  the  evidence  given  at  their  Lordfhips'  liar  been 
adduced  at  Dodtar's  Commons,  the  fentence  a  mfnfa  it  tbcrs^ 
would  not  have  paffed.  Such  too  had  been  the  remark  of  the 
noble  Pi-eiate  (BiChop  of  Rochefter)  who  on  that  occafion  had 
addrefied  their  Lordfhips,  and  as  it  was  not  to  be  expedied  that 
any  refutation  could  otherwife  be  given  to  thofe  in(inuations, 
than  by  expofing  their  falfehood  in  that  Houfe,  it  was  due  to 
that  learned  body  of  Civilians  thus  to  have  taken  notice  of  them. 
He  nextbriefiy  recapitulated  the  points  in  the  refoiutions  which 
have  for  their  objc£l  to  regulate  and  determine  the  mode  in 
future  to  be  pradifcd  in  conducing  aSs for  divorce.  Evidence 
is  to  be  given  by  the  parties  at  their  Lordfhips  bar,  where  they 
are  to  be  examined  if  their  Lordfhips  think  fit.  Copies  of  the 
proceediiigs  which  may  take  place «in  Do6lcr*s  Commons  are 
alio  to  be  required  by  their  Lordfhips  ;  and  in  general  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  refoiutions  is,  to  prevent  the  colJufion  of  parties,  and 
bring  forward  every  circumftance  of  evidence  that  may  be  con- 
ne6lcd  with  the  cafe.  He  concluded  with  moving  that  the  re- 
iblutions  be  agreed  to. 

The  Btfhop  of  RocttJIir  thanked  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Woolfack  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  he  had  l)een  vindi* 
cared  by  him  from  the  charge  of  haviog  fpoken  difrcfpedlfully 
of  the  proceedingsof  the  Ecclefiaflical  Court.  Like  that  noble 
Lord  he  had  on  the  occafion  alluded  to,  expreflTcd  a  wifh  that 
the  deed  of  feparalion  had  been  given  in.  evidence  at  Dodlors* 
Commons;  but  while  he  did  fo,  he  well  knew  that  the  con* 
ilant  practice  of  that  Court  was,  not  to  take  into  its  contempla- 
tion deeds  of  this  kind.     Sure  be  was,  however,  that  had  the 
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tvidm^cc  mi  ^hifh  their  Lordijiip^^  l}ad  thrown  ou^  that  Bilf  * 
b^n  ipvcn  if>  the  EUicIdiajfi;icfi  C^iirt*  it  wouW  hpt  have  paffdJ ' 
t^c.  fcntencq  a  mfn/a  ei  ibota.     ,Wjfh  refpeS  to  thi?  mifrepfe- 
fcptjaions  of  what  had  faHen.  fiforn  hicnfclf  when  that  fcntchrc 
wa  ^niHle4  to  by  him,  hp  WQulcj(^  gnly  fay  that  he  confulered 
tlw  Ejcqle^aftic^  Qpurt  onq  of  the  rpoft  honc>ura!)le  of  bur  J 
Courts  of  Jufticc.    He  approved  of  the  RcfoIutiQris  then  before 
tl^  Houic,  and  augured  froni  them  the  mofl  falutary  reforms : 
in  the  mi^oi'^s  of  the  commorutv.   . 

Earl  Radnor  faid,  he  felt  a  difticulty  rer|>c6ling  the  wording 
o^lhe  f^on^  rcfoluiion^  which  ftaicd.  that  a  petition  or  pray- 
ing for 'a  Pivorcc  Bill,  fhould  ";  \f  thisj.Houfe  tI]i.ought  fit^"  at- 
teni)  the  ^oyfct  in  prdcc  to  l)js  ^hcjpg  cxiimined  a^  the  Bar. 
HcJigcee^  ths^  he  bad  noc  quite  mads  up  h}$  mind  on  this 
matter*. but  he  thought;  on,  a*  fubjpfl  fo  cxtr<;mcly  material, 
the  Houfe  ihould  make  a  poilt^ve  an^J  pereinptory  order,  and  . 
leaiFe  as  littlfc  as  pot&ble  to.itsdiCarctiOQ,  l)ccaufc  tp  allow  of  a 
difcreMonal  excrcifc  of  their  judgi^cnt,  would  bp  to  open  a  door 
to  p^itiality«  -and  tl>e  opcrati^p  o^.  jnflucace,  both  of  ^hich 
ought  naoft  ftudioufly  to  be  avoided.   An  injured  hujfbatid/ who 
felt  it  cieceffiiry  to  apply  for  a  hill  of  divoccc-v  might  be  abfent 
froai  Enghndy  and  abroad  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and 
th«r^fpre  ii^c^pahlq  of  appearing  ait,  the  Ban  of  the  HoyTe.    He 
Hfifil^  t^rcfctfve  thai  feme  alteratioa  were  made  in  the 'word-, 
ivg^lE^the  fecood  refoIuV9a,  bcc;:^u(e  undoubted l,y  in  iome  cafes^ 
a|  woql4  be  h^rd  to  rtx^uire  ^  n^an  ^o  come  perlbaally  to  be  ex-^. 
aflaiacd  a|^  the. bar,  w|i(ethe}-  tJifTe.  w$s  collu6oi)'it  the.'ca^e. 
The  cx»m.ination  mighf  be  .eJff-whe^e.    A  mati  might  be  nc- 
€«)0|rUy  ^bvoad.    The,  r^e    iliquid  preclude  difcfciion,    or, 
flni^hl  preclude  9II  favqi^^ifn  and  l^e  underQoojLl  to  b^  peremjp-i. 
tpry,  e^cep^  in  cafe  of  inevitable  abfcnce.  .    '" 

hoisd  $ydtt^  biidf  that  the  loofe  manner  in  wliiph  divorce. 
bilUwer^  prok^ut<^d,  h?d  long  finc^  appeared  to  him  a  mat- 
tcf  thai  cat  ted  for  regulatioi],  becanfe  it  \yas.uixdei\iahle  that 
the  pra^ice  that  had  obtained  when  fuch  bi,lls,  wexe  before 
the  Houfe.  d»d  not  forun  the  mpft  reri)c£ljbic  part  of  their 
proceedings.  He  therefor^  ^bought  the  Houfe  and  the  country ' 
highly  indebted  to  the  noble  and,  learned  Lord  for  having  ap- 
plied his  mind  to  the  fubje<9:,..and  produced  two'  refolutiol)s 
that  pFomifed  fo  much  advantage  to  the  communiry.  At  the 
lame  time  he  owned  he  had  fome  fcruples,  finiilar  to  thofc 
isentioncd  by  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Radnor)  in  reipe£i  to  the 
fecQod  refolution.  He  could  eafily  conceive  pofTibte  cafes,  in 
whiph  a  feelii^  huft>and,  w^un'fed  to  the  foul  by  the  turpitude 
of  his  wife»  wou)d  conGdci  the  being  exibitcd  at  iheir  Lord- 
/hips'  bar,  ^  little  ikon  of  the  injury  be  bad  prcvioufly  fuf^ 

VoL.U.  I798.  C  c  taincd 


t^  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTl  [Lolds, 

tained,  and  which  induced  him  to  prefer  a  petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  of  divorce,  Xhere  might  alfo,  as  the  noble 
Earl  had  ftated,  be  perfons  unavoidably  abfent  from  England, 
and  incapable  of  attending  when  the  divorce  ^ill,  in  which 
they  were  fo  nearly  and  fo  deeply  interefted,  came  under  their 
Lordfhips'  confideration  ;  he  was  however  of  opinion,  that  the 
plea  of  abfence  from  the  country  might  be  ufed  to  colour  col- 
lufion,  and  cafily  pra£^ifed  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  the 
petitioner  for  a  divorce  bill  at  their  Lordfhips'  ba/,  to  arnfwer 
luch  interrogatories  as  the  circumdances  of  his  cafe  might  fag- 
gcft.  He  wiftied  therefore  that  fome  fort  of  modification  of  the 
order  might  be  adopted,  which  might  rcfcue  the  injured  huf- 
band  from  the  infli£lion  of  a  fcvere  additional  pang  to  his 
wounded  feelings,  and  prevent  a  coUufive  evafion  of  the  order. 
Tht  B't/hop  of  Durham  admitted,  that  it  might.be  a  hard- 
ihip  for  a  man  in  certain  cafes  to  appear  at  the  bar,  but  where 
it  would  be  a  hard(hip,  the  Houfe  had  the  power  to  difpenfe 
with  it,  under  the  words  of  the  claiife,  a  difcretion  which,  no 
doubt,  they  would  wifely  exercife.  The  tendency  of  the  re- 
folutions  propofed  he  certainly  approved,  and  he  was  convinced 
they  would  be  beneficial.  The  objedl  of  the  regulations  was 
to  prevent  that  which  from  the  experience  of  29  years,  during 
which  period  he  had  the  honour  of  fitting  in  their  Lordfhips' 
Houfe,  he  was  convinced  was  the  root  and  bottom  of  moft  cafes 
of  divorce,  he  meant  collufion  between  jhe  parties.  He  tho^ht 
that  the  Houfe  and  the  public  were  under  infinite  obligations 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  for  the  pains  he  had  taken  on  a 
matter  fo  ferious  to  the  general  in terefts  of  morality,  ^  and  he 
was  convinced  the  regulations  propofed  would  remedy  the  evil  itt 
a  confiderable  degree,  though  he  fhould  have  been  glad  if  fortke* 
thing  had  been  done  by  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  Legiflature. 
The  multiplicity  of  bills  of  divorce  which  their  Lordmips  had 
been  called  upon  to  pafs,  was  a  ferious  evil.  He  had,  during  the 
many  years  that  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  iri  that  Houfe,  and 
he  had  witnefTed  the  multiplicity  of  divorce  bills  with  thedeep- 
cfl  regret.  It  was  now  fome  years  fince  he  had  endeavoured  in 
that  Houfe  to  flem  the  torrent  of  depravity,  and  tear  afunder 
that  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  all  the  bonds  of  fociety. 
He  rejoiced  that  an  efFort  was  now  made  to  refifl  that  firfl  flcp 
in  the  impetuous  courfc  of  vice  which  had  been  adopted  and 
praSifed  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  as  the  furefl  means  of 
undermining  every  principle  of  religion  and  morality.  Jn  en-' 
deavouring  to  corret^,  and  to  guard  the  public  morals,  it  was 
of  the  lafl  importance  to  pay  attention  to  the  morals  of  the 
women.  If  any  credit  could  be  given  to  hiflory,  there  was 
no  more  fore  fymptom  of  a  declining  empire,  than  the  cool- 
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neis  and  bad  principles  of  the  fair  fex.  To  guard  their  moralsr 
therefore,  was  a  matter  of  the  beft  importance  to  the  general 
morals  oif  the  country  ;  and  he  was  convinced,  that  to  take 
away  the  facility  of  divorces,  would  in  this  refpedt  be  attended 
with  the  beft  cffe<a. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  repeated  his  objeAions  to  one  part  of 
the  refolutions. 

The  Earlof  Radnor  perfevered  in  his  obje£tions. 

Lord  Mtdgrave  was  afraid  that  the  perfons  the  moft  deter- 
mined to  afk  relief,  and  thofe  who  may  be  the  moft  flagrantly 
injured,  may  very  probably  i)e  the  perfons  ihc  moft  reluSant 
to  make  fuch  application,  and  the  moft  averfe  to  exhibiting 
themfclves  in  fuch  a  manner  at  their  Lordftiips'  bar.  The 
whole  objed  of  the  attendance  of  the  petitioner  might,  in  his 
mind,  be  anfwered  by  a  private  examination,  and  by  an  affi- 
davit of  the  petitioner  refulting  from  fuch  an  examination* 
Were  it  poffible  to  fubftitute  an  affidavit  of  this  nature  to  the 
perfonal  attendance  of  the  petitioner  at  the  bar  of  their  Lord- 
ihips,  it  would  in  a  great  meafure  remove  his  objeAions  to  the 
propofed  regulat'tons. 

The  Bijbop  of  Rochejier  was  ready  fo  far  to  agree  with  the 
noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that  he  confefted  himfelf  fenfible 
that  many  cafes  mightoccur  in  which  it  muft  hurt  the  feelings 
of  the  petitioner  to  be  thus  called  to  their  Lordftiips'  bar ;  nei- 
ther could  fuch  cafes  be  altogether  acceptable  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Houfe.  It  was,  therefore,  in  his  mind,  highly  proper  to 
leave  the  fpecification  of  fuch  cafes  to  the  difcretion  of  their 
LordOiips,  perfuaded,  as  he  was,  that  in  fuch  cafes  the  regu- 
lations in  queftiop  would  befo  qualified  as  not  to  be  likely  to 
bear  hard  on  thoie  whofe  fituation  (hould  particularly  call  for 
relief.  The  proceedings  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court  il^ould  l)e 
carefully  revifed,  and  if  on  fuch  revifal,  there  appeared  the 
ieaft  fufpicion  of  collufion,  then  the  whole  matter  (hould  un-^ 
dcrgo  the  fevereft  invcftigatwn.  The  right  reverend  Prelate 
was  alfo  ready  to  allow  that  there  might  occur  cafes  where  ab* 
fence  from  the  kingdom,  and  other  luch  like  inconveniencies, 
might  be  of  abfolute  neccffity,  and  he  was  therefore  of  opinion 
that  in  fuch  cafes  the  Houfe  would  difpenfe  with  the  perfonal 
attendance  of  the  petitioner.  But  he  muft  likewife  obferve  that 
other  cafes  of  abfence  might  be  pleaded  which  (hould  appear  to 
arifc  merely  from  collufion,  then  furcly  the  attendance  of  the 
p^it'ioner  (houid  not  be  difpenfed  with  by  the  Houfe.  But  it 
was  impoffible  to  fpecify  all  the  cafes  in  which  it  might  be  pro-  ' 
per  that  the  petitioner  (hould  be  examined  or  not ;  (hould  do 
circomfiances  fuggeft  the  fufpicion  of  a  colluCoo  in  the  tranf* 
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atftion,  then  undoubtedly  the  Howfc  would  iKDt  * 
ting  the  feelings  of  the^  petitioner  tO' a  fevere  a 
trial.  His  Lordfliip  had  ftfggeftefd  an  altefatioi 
ing  of  the  ctaufe,  by  makmg  the  words,  ** as  i 
think  fit/'  apply  merely  to  the  attendance  of  th 
^public  eicaminatibn  at  the  W.  But  indeed  J 
could  have  little  weight  a^ainft  the  propriety  of 
gulations,  vi^hen -their  L6r(!(hi(>s  oonfidtrcd  he  . 
concern  the  morals  of  the  public  at  large,  but\  ,^  ^ 
the  women,  as  Was  already  Well  obferved  by  a  revereiiJ^' 
late  ;  for  by  thfe  corruption  of  tfheir  principles  the  fanftlty  of 
marriage  was  polluted  ;  to  prophane  and  dcftroy  the  fanflity 
of  this  inftitution  had  been  the  favourite  objeiSt  ofjtlie  fyfterh 
of  Jacobinifm  in  a  neighbouring  coontry,  and  by  it  was  be- 
gun the  general  corruption  of  manners  which  that  nation  now 
exhibited.  "Tliis  was  a  ftriking  and  fevere  leflbn,  from  which 
he  trufted  that  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe 
woukl  derive  that  (alutary  inftruft ion  which  it  fo  forcibly  held 
feut. 

Lord  Mulgrave  declared  himfcif  not  fatisfied  at  the  peti-t 
tioner  being  obliged  to  attend  m  gcfjcral,  though  in  foaie  cafes 
he  would  not  objeft  to  it. 

The  Lord  Chancelior  rofc  from  the  woolfack,  and  obferved 
that  the  noble  Lord  feemed  to  confound  thediftinftion  betweeri 
pafiing  a  law  and  agreeing  to  a  flonding  order.     AH  they  were 
how  dfoing  was  to  inftitute  a  (landing  order,  over  which  their 
Lord  (hips  would  at  all  times  have  fovereign   command,  and 
might  fufjjend  it,  whenever  the  peculiar  circumftaoccs  of  the 
(rafe  might  appear  to  them  to  call  for  its  fufpcnlion.     Accord- 
ing to  the  cftablilbed  forms  of  the  Houfc,  there  wcfc  modes  of 
notice,  8cc.  provided,  and  which  being  conformed  to,  an^y  no^ 
ble  LortI  might  move  to  fufpend  a  landing  crder.     The  Lord- 
Chancellor  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  obvfous  necefflty  that 
was  apparent  for  a  more  ftrldl  motk  of  proceeding  with  Divorce- 
Bilis  than  of  iate  years  obtained.     The  paffing  of  Divorce  Brlla. 
had  for  a  long  lime  been  confidercd  ns  a  matter  of  courfe,  and, 
as  he  had  ftitcd,  when  the  Divo'^ce  Bill  of  Mr.  Eften  forccA 
the  i"ubjedl  upon  their  Lordfliipss*  minds,  was  regarded  as  a  mere 
form,eqifnl  to  that  of  pafling  a  fine,  and  fulfcring  a  recovery 
fn  one  of  the  courts  below.     His  Lordlhipexputiuted  with  irre— 
fiflible  force  on  th*:  laxity  of  manners  afid  moials  that  had   of 
fate  gained  ground  in  the  higher  ranks  or  focictv,,  and  fuggefted 
s  that  feveral  of  the  Divorce  l5  lis  paffcd  within  thcfe  f <  w    year^ 
had  their  origin  in  thefhamcful  view  of  fublequenilv  obtaining 
«l  divorce,  and  the  female's  marrying  the  aduicercr  as  foon  as  i^ 

was. 
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wi^oteainsd;  aipu£tbccf  fo  fou)  and  reyoltic^.to  decotapi.ai]4 
decency,  that  every  man  of  commoit  reflexion  muft  ilitidder^t 
It.  He  faid,  wIth'regaKi  to  the  qbje^iotis  of  the  noble  rJUord 
(Lord  Mulgrave)  he  conqeived  they  ip  a  great  xaeaHice  ^irofe 
from  their  Lonl&ips  not  keeping  in  mind  the  wide  diftixxdio^ 
btween  making  a  lavr<atid  agreeingto  a  Aanding  order.  The 
words^  *'  a^the  Houfe  &ould  think  &t»'':gave  the  Houfe.afuU 
4]ifcr6tion4  which  rto  douut  they  .would  cxcrcife  with  propriety 
and  attention  to  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  whenever  it 
ifaould  he  made  appear  fatisfaflorily  tatlieir  niinds,.thatl!he,p&- 
tition;Qr  ought  tohe  fpareo  the  pain  of  public  interrogation  at  tliajr 
l>ar.  The  Lord-Chancellor  tlien  proceeded  to  read  the  reguU- 
ttons^and  they  wereafterward$agreedto  without  any.  alteratioQ. 
Thefeveral  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  .tbeir  ccr 
fpeSkive  ftages,  after  whicd  the*  Houfe  adjou rned. 

The  following  arc  in  fabftance  the  Hcfoluticns  refpefting  Divorce  Billf- 

L  RESOLV£Dy  That  for  the  future  no  Petition  for  any  Bill  of  Divorce 
4Hall  be  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  unleia  an  ofEcial  copy  of  the  proceedingf » 
and  of  a  definitive  fepUnce  of  Divorce  a  Mefifd  et  tboro  in  the  Ecclefia/ti* 
cal  Court,  aithe  fuit  of  the  party  defirous  to  prefent  fuch  Petition,  iball 
km  delivered  upon  oath  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe,  at  the  fame  time 

II.  Resolved,  That  for  the  future  upon  the  fccond  reading  of  anyfiUi 
of  Divorce,  the  Petitioner  praying  for  th?  fame  do  attend  this"  Houle,  ti> 
order  to  his  being  examined  at  the  Bar,  if  the  Houfe  (hall  think  fit,  whe- 
ther there  has  or  has  not  been  any  collufion,  dlre-5>Iy  or  indirectly,  on  hi» 
part  relative  to  any  aft  of  adultery  that  may  have  been  committeii  by  his 
wife,  or  whether  there  beany  collufion,  dlre6lly  or  indireftiy,  between  hiro 
and  bis  wife,  or  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  touching  the  faid  Bill  of  Di-  ' 
v«rce,  or  touching  any  proceedings  or  fcntencc  of  Divorce  had  in  the  Ec- 
clefiailical  Court  at  his  fuit,  or  touching  anya6\ion  at  law  which  may  have 
been  brought  by  fuch  Petitioner  againll  any  perfon  for  criminal  conversa- 
tion with  the  Petitioner's  wife  j  and  alfo,  wlictherat  the  time  of  the  Adul- 
tery of  which  fuch  Petitioner  con.phvns,  his  wife  was,  by  dted  or  othei;;- 
wiieby  his  confent,  living  fcparate  or  apart  fiom  him  and  releafcd  by  him, 
as  far  as  in  him  lies,  from  her  conjugal  duty ;  or  v\''*cther  flie  wa«,  at  ihc^ 
time  of  fuch  adultery,  cohabiting  with  him,  and  under  the  protc6lion  and 
authority  of  him  as  her  hufband. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Afarchi%. 
An  •ccount  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  different  boun- 
ties that  have  been  granied  under  the  authouty  of  Parliomcat 
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toperfons  in  the  herring  fi(heries,  and  which  being  ordered  ID 
be  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  that  the  view  of  ftating  thefe  accounts,  w» 
10  Ihew  to  the  Houfe  what  had  been  the  eflFeS  of  the  fyftem  of 
encouragement  which  Parliament  had  followed  with  reganl  to 
the  herring  fiflieries.  It  had  appeared  to  him  that  the  faccefs 
of  thefe  fiSierics  had  been  in  proportion  as  tlie  fiflieries  had  been 
relieved  from  any  kind  of  reftriiJiion,  inftead  of  allowing  boun- 
ties under  certain  reftriSions.  He  thought  it  fair  to  ftatc  to 
the  Houfe  that  faft,  in  order  that  they  might  afterwards  judge 
whether  the  bounties  fliould  be  continued  under  any  reftric- 
tions,  or  the  trade  to  be  free  from  them.  He  did  not,  how- 
evq-  prefume  to  fay,  that  his  opinion  was  of  fufficient  weight 
to  guide  that  of  any  other  Member.  His  chief  obje^  was  to 
'call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fafts  as  they  appeared  by 
thedocuments  now  on  the  table.  He  ihould  purfue  the  plan 
that  was  adopted  thirteen  years  ago  by  the  Houfe,  which  was  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  confideration  of  a  Seledt  Committee,  and 
Parliament  would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  the 
fubjedl.  He  moved.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  Britifli  herring  fifliery,  and  into  the 
m'oft  effectual  means  for  its  improvement  and  exteniion,  and 
to  report  the  fame,  and  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 
— ^Ordered. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  KINGDOM. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  enable  his  Majefly 
the  more  effedlually  to  provide  for  the  defence  and  fecuriiy  of 
the  realm,  and  for  indemnifying  perfons  who  may  fufFer  in 
their  property  by  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  neceflary  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  bill  hosing  read  a  fecond  time, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  this  bill  which  had 
met  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  was  a  very  im- 
portant one;  and  therefore  he  wiftied  it  to  be  confidered  with 
the  attention  which  its  importance  demanded.  It  was  printed. 
^  The  quedion  would  be  on  the  commitment  of  it,  or  would  ra- 
ther be  in  tlie  detail.  He  fliould  then  move  that  it  l>e  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day.  He 
underftood  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  had  given  no- 
tice of  a  motion  the  next  day  would  wave  it,  to  make  wiy  for 
the  difcuflTion  of  this  public  bufinefs. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 

The 
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The  bill  to  amend  and  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  ASt  of 
James  I.  refpeding  leather  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecood 
time  on  that  day  fe'nnight,'  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ryder. 

Mr.  ff^.  Dufuias  obferved  that  there  was  anO^derof  the  Day 
ioF  the  feoond  reading  of  a  bill  for  continuing  the  duty  of  two- 
pence Scx>ts  on  every  Scots  piht  of  ale  fold  in  Edinburgh.  He 
iioald  move,  that  the  order  be  difcharged,  for  the  piirpofe  af« 
terwards  of  appointing  it  to  come  on  fome  day  after  tlie  hoii«» 
days. — ^This  he  propofed,  to  afford  time  to  make  any  obferva* 
tions,  or  to  communicate  between  the  parties  interefted  any  fug- 
geftions  that  might  occur  :  perhaps  fome  fubditute  might  be 
found  for  this  iocal  duty.  The  day  to  which  he  propofed  ta 
poftpone  it  was  the  25th  of  Auguft  next. 

Sir  fFi  Pulteney  approved  of  the  delay,  and  truftcd  that  fomo 
fuch  fupeftions  might  be  made  as  had  been,  hinted  at. — Defter- 
red  to  tnc  acih  of  April  next. 

•  Mr.  W.  bundas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  incor- 
porating Commiffionersfor  erecting  light-houfes  in  the  aorth** 
em  parts  of  Great  Britain. — Granted. 

Deferred  the  other  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  March  29. 

Heard  counfel  in  a  caufe,  Adair  againd  Maitland,  on  an 
appeal  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  affirmed  the  de- 
cree. 

Read  the  feveral  Bills  on  the  table. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  March  29. 

Mr.  La/celles  moved  to  poftpone  the  Ship-owners'  Bill  to 
Monday  6th  of  April. 

Alderman  Lufilngton  faid,  that  though  he  was  defirous  to 
have  the  Bill  carried  foon  through  Parliainent,  he  was  willing 
to  confent  to  its  being  poftponed,  in  order  to  accommodate 
many  Members  who  are  now  neceflarily  abfent  upbn  public 
duty. 

The  Slave  carrying  Bill,  which  was  to  be  committed  this 
day,  was  poftponed  to  next  Wedncfday. 

DEFENCE    OF   THE    COUNTRY. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  |i}oved  to 
bave  the  Bill  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom  printed,  in  or« 
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der  'tttit  geiitismen  ilionit}  hxre  xt  opparmoifc}^  of  giving  it 
fliAL  aii(i  minute  c^nfidcralaoa.  He  bad  ih  confcqueaoo 
thereof^  rertiverf!  iirvcnl  very  matErial  foggeAionSy  vHiich-  tn- 
Ai^tfd  hi(ti>  to  ^ftilbv'  tl>Bt  the  (Committee  whkh^.wat  to  have  fat 
thMr  diiy  (houM'  be  tlefn-red  tiil .  dis  noxc;  At  thir  (aoie-  tiniei 
1^  was  awMW,  tiiat  amonon  of  ari*  honounbie  Genftlemaii  (Mrw 
Wilb«rb«rce,  on  die  Shrc  Trade)  aoodfor  thc^xt  dny  ;  anA 
Hibugh  be  was  eNiiretnely  ibrry  to  inttrfbre  with  othor  byfi« 
n^fs^  he  thougiib  thi«  fo.  much  mpre  prciEng,  that  he  b^gj^od 
ttt«i  hmoiirftble  Gentlefaan  would  defer  his  to  znother  dsqr^ 
Mt  faid>  he  had  akeadj  many  acknoivlciigements  *t(»  make  ti^ 
iNe  H<Mife  for  their  ihAalgencs  on  that  head';,  biktas.the  debjr 
of  a  day  or  two  could  n5r  make  any  tnah^bd  Aiflereace  ia  the 
MfijlMif bhte  GcAttemau*s  oootion,  whiie  tbtSi  Bul  w^ortfie  at- 
QtdA^impoFtanc^y  he  ix>pod  to  be  £L-voured  this  time  with  bi«« 
dulgence.  ^   . 

•  •  MV.  W'ltbi^^^fti  ftid,'  hfc  had  been  very^  avt He  to  th¥  vaii^us 
pMI'p^emeiits  wh^ch  ftad  already  taken  place^,  and  ]||oUbi^ 
could  reconcile  him  to  another  but  hrsdeiirc  to  kaOen  a  flaea^ 
furc  for  which  the  country  at  krge  ^&i  extremely  anxious. 
At  the  fame  time  he  expreflcd  a  refolution  nofe  toiiej'  i(Lgo 
beyond  Tuefday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  "glad  to  hear 
his  honourable  Friend  make  choice  of  TViefday,  as  be  had 
fixed  on  Monday  to  bring  forward  his  propofitions  refpediing 
the  Sale  of  th*;  Land  Tax— jo  propofe  tbcrp  tp  a  Cgmniittee 
on  Wednefday,  and  tn  Thurfday  to  bfirig  np  the  report.    • 

Kfr.  7ittney  faid,  he  was  defiredby-an  hOntmVable  Mteml>rr 
(Colonel  Walpole)  to  give  notice  of  his  motion  about  the*9ftii- 
roons  on  Monday  ;  finding  Monday  engaged,  her  had  tBoiJ^bt 
of  Thuriday  ;  but  as  he  now  faw  Thurktay  was  alfo  occupied, 
Ik  would  fay  nothing. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E^hequer  thought  that  motion  might 
as  \vell  be  put  off  till  after  the  holidays.     '  ^  ' 

*  Mr.  yonfs  got  up  and  faid  a  leiy  wordi  atiout  flie  Etni* 
crants. 

The  Committee  was  poftponcd  till  the  neat  day. 

ALIEN    BIL{.. 

'  The  99^cUcr  General  broug;ht  in  a  Bil!  for  renewing  die 
Alien  BiiU  which  was  read  a  firft  time, 

•  A^'.  "y^wi  expreffed  li is  approbation  of  it;  bitf  faid,'  he 
would  rclerve  to  himfetf  the  right  to  make  a  future  applkatioa 
about  Aliens ;  in  doin^  which  it  muft  be  eridenc  be  could  have 
TK)  tMti¥e'buc  the  public  fafety. 

Hie 
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*  The  till  Wu  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  dme  &e  next  dsj. 
• — ^Adjoonked* 

HpUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FitiDAY,  Mareb  30. 

Read  ihe  different  Bills  upon  the  Table  in  tbeir  di&r^ 
fUges,— -A^joaroed  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  ^. 
The  AUen  Bill  vas  read  a  feoond  time^  and  ordered  to  ht 
committed  on  Toeidaj  next. 

The  Cbamilkr  rftbi  Exchequer  me  notice,  that  he  wovild^ 
on  Monday  next^  move  that  the  noufe  refotire  itfelf  into  a 
committee  10  take  into  oonfideration  the  Land  Tax  Bill. 

The  SoOb  Ltghthoafe  Corporation  Bill  wat  itad  a  firft 
'  time,  and  ordereil  to  be  read  a  Tecond  time  that  day  (ori^ 
night. 

MAEOOMI. 

General  fPalp^le  (aid,  that  after  his  having  given  fach  fre- 
quent notice  of  his  intended  motion  refpeAing  the  Maroom^ 
and  his  having  given  it  up  every  time  toaccommodate  his  Ma* 
jetty's  Miniflers,  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  hard,  thai:  dW 
riglit  honoorable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hould  take  ad* 
vanti^  of  his  abfence»  to  occupv  Monday  whicli  he  had  fixed 
upon  Tor  that  purpofe.  He  added,  that  if  the  Chancellor  bf 
die  Exchequer  did  not  exped  to  have  the  report  of  the  Coit^ 
.mitiee  on  the  Land  Tax  brought  up  on  Tliuriday  nezt|  be 
would  bring  on  that  Motion. 

The  CbanceUar  of  the  Excbcfier  did,  that  if  he  ludcoo* 
ceived  that  his  interfering  with  the  day  fixed  for  the  motion 
refpoAing  Maroons,  could  have  been  of  any  perional  incoh* 
▼enience  to  the  honourable  General,  he  tvould  not  have  takejfi 
that  ft^edom  ;  but  the  fod  being,  as  he  had  dated,  that  the 
liooourable  OeneiaFs  motion  was  not  very  urgent  in  point  of 
time,  and  a$  the  bufinefs  of  the  Land  Tax  was  one  which  it 
was  necefiary  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  before  the  holidays,  he 
bad  fixed  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Simeon  eave  notice  that,  on  Monday  fe'nnight,  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  hrinc;  in  a  Bill  tt>  regulate  the  diftri-* 
bation  of  the  afletts  of  deceafed  perfons. 

The  Jhtormy  General  gave  notice,  that,  on  WeJnefday 
smt,  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate 
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NewfpapcrSy  and  to  prevcut  their  being  printed  by  perfons  un- 
known. 

DEFENCE  *OF   THE    KINGDOM. 

'The  Houfe  refohred  it&IF  into  a  committee,  to  eonfider  of  a 
Bill  for  the  defence  and  (ecurity  of  the  reahn. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faUl,  he  had,  fi^e  the  Bill  had  been 
before  thc.Houfc,  ciidcavoafed  to  aher  it  to  various  fuggefp 
tions  he  had  received,  as  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  pur- 
pofe  in  view,  and  confiftcnt  with  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  founded — He  did  not  know*  whether  .thofe  aherations 
would  come  fully  up  to  the  defires  of  tliofe  whopropoTed  them; 
^nd  he  wiihed  :  Gentlemen  would  attend,  to  fee  whether  they 
were  to  the  eficdi  defired.  He  remarked,  that  as  the  fervice 
foquired  by  tl^e  fiill  was  to  be  wholly  voluntary^  he  propofed 
'tp  omit  the  exceptions  in  favour  of  particular  perfons. 

Mr.  Tiirney  faid|  he  was  extremely  anxious  not  to  difturb 
.that  unanimity  which  appeared  to  be  general  in.andoutof 
Jdoors,  and.>vhich  the  meafure  fo  abundantly  merited — ^yet,  with-  ^ 

out  meaning  to  oppofe  any  claufe',  he  could  not  admit  it  to 
pafs  precifely  in  the  form  in  which  it  now  ftood.     As  far  as 
,ibe  fervi<^e  was  voluntary  it  had  his  unqualified  approbation  ; 
hut  he  apprehended  that  tl)e  Bill,  as  it  wa^  worded,  would, 
\  Without  ulingadtual  compulfioii,  do  worfe ;  for  it  would  put  thofe 
.  who  did  not. enter  into  a  very  invidious  fituation.    What  fort 
of  voluntary  fervice  was  that  which  fixed  a  mark  upon  thofe 
who  refuibd  it. There  were  many  fituatlons  in  life  which  rendered 
it  inconven^nt;  fome  jwhicb  rendered  it  impofSble  for  men  to 
attend,  in  order  to  be  re^ularlv  trained  and  arrayed ;  who,  when 
.  real  danger  approached,  would  he  found  to  be  as  cordial  and 
^  zealous  as  any  others      He  wifhcd  the  fervice  to  be  a£lually 
^  voluntary^  and  that: the  meafure  (hould  co  fo  far  as  that  the 
king  fhould  know  what  number,  *and  ot  what  dcfcription  be 
.could  call  U{K>n;  bur Tf all  wck returned,  dillinguifhing  thofe 
who  were  willing  to  come  forward,  infimcdiately,  one  man 
.  would,  in  the  glowing  language  of  zeal,  offer  his  fervices 
while  another,  not  lefs  zeabus  in  his  heart,  would  be  branded 
with  the  imputation  of  coidnefs  to  the  caufe,  than  which  no- 
thing could  more  tend  to  make  differences,  and  create  jealoiiCes 
and  invidious  diflinflions — Thfs,  then,  was  the  only  part  to 
.  whic(}  he  Jiad  any  poTitive  gbjeAion  ;  though  lie  miift  fay  that 
in  his  view,  the  lattci;  part  of  the  Bill  was  ufelefs — He  again 
preffed  the  neccffity  of  taking  proper  care  notto-put  well  mean- 
ing perfons  in  au  invidious  lituation ;  he  was  fure  it  was  not  the 

intentions 
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intentions  of  minifteti'to  do  fo ;  for  thowh  they  might  wifli  to- 
mark  out  tbofe  who  were  really  difaffeSed,  they  wbbld  not^ 
be  wasperfuaded)  on  that  accotint«  adopt  a  mode  of  proceeding 
that  woald  equally  afFe6t'  the  well^meamng  and  the  dilifiefied. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  hoped  it  was  needlefs  for  him  to  fiiy  that  the 
meafure  had  his  mod  cordial  approbation:  them  were  Tonne 
parts*  not  claofes,  but  parts  of  chufes,  that  were  objcdiionable, 
— bne  prt,  he  was  glsid  to  find,  was  altered. by  the  righr  hsn* 
Secretary ;  the  other  he  would  advert  to  when  the  part  in  which 
it  was  came  befbre'the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Dundai  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Tiemey)  would  fee  on  confideration  that  the  Bill  muft  rr main 
.  as  it.waSy  or  it  would  be  of  no  ufe :  as  to  the  general  cfkGt  he 
was  fure^  andhcf  faid  fo  on  the  flrbngeft  convi6lion  of  Ae  dif-- 
pofition  of'tho  country,  that  it  would  be  moft  falutafy  to  be 
left  to  the  voluntary  zeal  of  the  people.  Having  faid  fo  mucH, 
lie  would  add|  that  if  there  was  any  difierence  as  to  the  pro* 
viiions.  it  was  not  becaufe  there  was  atiy  difference  of  fpinr'; 
^  _  but  if  the  proviiions  were  otherwife,  the  commanding  officer 
of  any  diftrid  would  not  know  how  to  apply,  or  where  or  to 
what  amount  to  look  for  the  aid  of  the  country.  Thif,  he 
faid«  he  could  explain  if  he  had  had  along  with  him  one  of  the 
lifts  of  tho(e  counties  which  had  already  come  forvirard  to  en« 
,  roll  themfeWcs  ;  and  he  was,  for  that  reafon,  forry  he  had  left 

theip  behind  him.  For  example,  however,  in  tne  c6unty  of 
Kent,  the  people  faid  they  wiibed  to  ferve--*at  in  dlfierent 
.  ways.  Some  (aid,  'they  wifhed  to  learn  to  bear  arms,  and  to 
be  exercifed  and  arrayed '  preparatory  to  the  occafion  ;  others 
\^  Arolled  themfelves  to  come  with  tneir  pitch -forks,  &c.  dec. 

ice ;  others  offered  themfehres  to  drive  a  cart  or  a  waggon- 
but  in  order  for  commander  to  know  what  he  was  to  expe£k 
from  them,  they  muft  firft  afcertuin  the  nature  of  their  fervicc ; 
and  this  could  only  be  don^  by  a  retiim  of  the  Lord  Lieute« 
nant  of  the  particular  ftate,  that  there  was  fuch  a  number  of 
men  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  fo  forth  :  but,  if  left  at  a  lofs  as 
to  the  diftibution,  a  conGderable  part  of  tke  benefit  would  be 
loSi.  In  order,  h6wever,  to  obviate  the  honourable  Gentle* 
man's  objedlion,  he  had  left  out  all  that  related  to  the  pubfi- 
cation  of  the  names  on  the  church  doors. 

Mr.  l^tcrney  faid,  he  thought  he  ought  now  to  be  fatisfied. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  an  account  would  be 
^  publiQied  of  the  numbers,  but  not  of  the  names. 

Mr.  Tiernhf  faid,  he  could  have  no  objedton. 

After  a  few  words,  not  pf  debate,  but  converfation,  betwciit 

the  aboyc  gentlemen,  Sir  William  Pulteney,  Sir  Willian 

D  d  a  Gear/, 


C4 
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GMm  CoTobIbI  EHbrdrGmevid  Tarkton,  Mr*  fi9nktt»  an3 

Mr.  Yerke;  the  fiift  cUnfi  ptfled. 

On  the  other  daalet  (everal  ibort  cootrerfatioiM^  took  olaosy , 
%fer  which  the  Bill  was  icportcd,  and  Ae  report  ordered  to  & 
received  tbt  nextday.-^Adjoamed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday^  Mard^i- 


BKFENOE  or  TH>  COUNTHY* 

Mr.  Z>di({s&u  brought  up  die  report  of  the  Cbmmitteir  fx^ 
4he  Bill  for  impcoving  the  means  of  National  Defence,  to 
which 

Kir.  SitnUttj  Dtmdas  propofed  feveral  additional  claiflbst 
whid)  were  agreed  to. 

The. S$tich9r  G^ffiral  propofed  a  claufe  to  empower  the  De* 
Mty  Lieutenants  to  make  compenfation  to  the  Clerks,  &c..to 
be  paid  by  the  Recdver  General  of  the  Land  Tax  of  die 
coontyr 

Mr.  B^arJ  (asd^  he  meant  no  difrefped  to  the  gentlemen 
asking  as  Deputy  Lieutenants,  but  they  were  no  more  than 
men,  and  therefore  fubjeA  to  fuch  prejudices  as  might  in  manj 
cafes  (i^ntail  a  confiderable  expence  upon  the  counties. 

After  ibme  conTerfation  it  was  agreed,  that  no  expenoes  of 
die  nature  alluded  to  (hould  be  paid,  unleft  confirmed  by  a  ge- 
peral  meeting  of  the  couriity. 
.  . .  Mr.  Ihmaas  faid,  he  that  morning  received  feyeral  letters 
from  the  farmers  in  the  county  of  Kent,  ftattng  their  willing- 
neb  to  lS»ire  in  various  capacities  againft  the  enemy,  in  cafe  of 
adual  invafion  ;  but  not  wilhing  to  be  called  out  upon  fuch 
alarms  as  might  be  excited  by  the  menaces  or  bravadoes  of  the 
enemy,  they  were  defirous  to  be  called  out,  only  upon  ftich 
emergency  as  might  induce  the  commanding-officer  of  the  dif- 
tri^  to  drive  cattle,  remove  property,  Sec'  A&  the  (ame  (en- 
timents  probably  pervaded  the  people  of  other  parts  of  the 
coads,  he  gave  notice,  that,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  he 
ihould  move  for  a  claufe  to  accotnmodate  the  farmers,  by  not 
calling  them  from  their  ufual  occupations  except  in  caies  of 
urgent  ^leceffity. 

The  Report  being  then  agiieed  to, 

Mr.  Huffiy  exprefled  a  wi(h,  that  the  BUI  with  itf  amend* 
gnents  be  jprinted.    He  had  not  an  opportunity  of  attending 
its  progrefs  in  the  committee »  and  was  fearful  that  the  alter- 
ations 
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atiDtit  fiiMit  defffoy  that  ((imr  imf  energy  wbteb  k  «us  at  fitft 
talcobtM  to  ihfpire/  He  thtvefbiie  wifhed  ih^t/it;  mi^t  ,^pr 
|»ear  in  filch  a  form  as  would  enable  bin  and  oiher  Msoibqn^ 
^lordOghly  to  ttnderftand  it. :  • 

Mr.  Dundds  faid,  the  alterations  were,  hr  )m  opinion,  pn|f 
fuch  as  were  nece£Eiry  fop  the '  acoonmodation  of  particular 
ferfofia.  It  was 'far  from  his  intention  to  diminifh  the  fpirit  or 
energy  of  the  meafure,  and  he  begged  Mr.  Huflcy  then  to 
ibie  fin  what  manner  he  thought  fuch  sin  injurious  cffe6t  was 
Itketr  to  he  produced  ? 

tAv.'Hnffiy  replied,  that  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  ftatc  any 
thing  on  the  fofajed.  He  had  full  confidence  in  Mr.  Dundas, 
whocevtainly  underflood  the  fubjefl  better  than  he  did  ;  but 

•  ^1  he  thought  itadvifable  that  the  Bill  (bould  ^  printed. 

Mr.  Dwidas  rejoined,  that  underftanding  from  the  Speaker, 

-  that  die  printing  of  the  Bill  would  be  no  delay  to  its  psd^ng  he 

ihoDU  move,  tlut  it  be  printed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Moo* 

•daynext,  if thenengrofied.  -^ 

This  motion  was  agreed  to*  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to 

*  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  Afril  a. 

In  an  appeal  of  the  Court  of  Seflion,  in  which  Ifahel  Dun- 

^  can  is  Appellant,  and  James  Rilchie  Refpondcnt,  heard  Mr. 

*  Adam.and  Mr.  Gillies  for  the  Appellant,  and  Mr.  Attbrney 

General  for  the  Refpondcnt.     Affirmed  the  judgment  «f  the 

Court  of  Seflion. 

The  Bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpe£iive 
fiagcs. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  a. 

Mr»  Burden  prefented  a  petition  from  fevcral  perftrts  |n  the 
trade  of  lockfmiths,  &c.  againd  the  Bill  now  depcndihg,  to 
continue  the  patent  of  Mr.  Bramah,  praying  to  be  heard  j)y 
coupfel  againft  the  Bill. — Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee 
bo  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  for  widening  the  avenue  into  the  City  by  Tem- 
ple Bur,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
10  a  Seied  Coounittee, 

The 
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The  jAriMatff  pcefenlDd  a  petition  on  behalf  of  die  db» 
vernor  tud*  Company  of  Merchantt  .t^uling^  to  the  Levant 
Seas»  A^mg;  that  thcf  had  laid  out Soool^  in^tbeir  .plaa^fW^ 
could  not  proceed  wUhoat  prliameatarj  aidr  Scc^^-Ordered  t^* 
Ik  hid  OB  the  table. 

Th^Hpufe  having  cefolved  itlelLiiitoa^cMuiMiteCgi  Mc,  Hor 
Ion  m.Aecbair,  •         .  .     v 

'  'Y\ui,Cb9m€ilkr  $f  ih$  Exch^mr,  roTe,  a^  ipoke  ki.  futK 
ffance-  ^  follows  :-^The  (ubje&  which  I  amnnovr  aboint  fQ 
feb^^M  ibe-comaik|tfey  haa^of  late  excised  cpniid^iafai^^* 
trntioi^  1^4  given- rife  to  confideraUfe  inqu^f^  •  As  the  id^ 
mute.  j«dg^9Bt  which  the  coounittee  wiU  foroK-  cipcM^  ^.!9u6 
depend  -upori  the  coniideration.  of  a  great  variety  pf^^k^ilf,,^ 
i»  BOt-myF.  iotentioa  to  call  upon  yoo  for  any  d^ciiion.fiMay, 
I  ir»ft)  howevor»  that  the  principle  upon.w^ic^  t|ie«  meafiif^ 
ii  loopded^  only  requires  to  be  very  ihortljrdMedyiin  prd/er  |o 
eng^e  your  attention,  and  to  recommenil  itfelf  tojom*  ootjc^ 
ThfttyNd  the  piefent  (kuatioA  of  the  GO«in|;ryy  ^efcry  mea^ 
lore  which  tends  to  invigorate  public  credit,  which  .wiU.^iqk^ 
tafee  the  n»«in$  of  fuppocting  that  ftruggle  intdiwhfch  we. wept 
driven  for  our  ncce£^ry  defence,  and  which.  haS;  been.  £«> 
I^giM-  by  tbeobftmate  ambttioa  of  tbeensonyi  that  every 
ncMure  vbich  will  funuih  fripih  refourees  to  aniipatc  the  cou* 
•«gr  of  a  oMoa,  and  to  enable  us  to  noaintain  ^that  cbarf&er 
liphicb,S(DSli(bnMn  have  ever  difplayed,  has  a  fair  claim  to  the 
finrour  ^  the  X^iflature-  I  am  warraAied  to  pronounce, 
ima.^  eip^ipn^e  pCthe  prefent  feflion,  therunanimity  ypo 
bave  ibewa  upon  fijrnier  occafions,  and  the  recent  cxertiqna 
y^.l^ire  made  for  the.  public  defence.^  Wh{;n  I  recoH^ 
tiMm«  the  temper  which  ParKament  has  uniformly  matrifeft^d^ 
Ian»ii^nGble  that  it  is  needled  to  fay  any  thing  in  recom* 
amidatiofr  of  the  principle,  provided  the  IBcaf^Fe  itfcJf  be 
pfadicabfe.  The  kading  objedl  of  the  plan  which  libaU 
have  the  honour  to. propofe,  is  tp.abforb  a  great  <)uat;tity<3f 
S63Ck#.  to  transfer  a  oonfiderable  pcrcion  of  the  fainted  %Curi^ 
into  landed  fccurity,  and»  by  the  redemption. of  thfi  prefent 
Land  Taity  to  purchafe  a  quantity  of  ftock  more  thai^  jcquiva* 
lent  lo  the  aoiQunt  of  the  tax^  That  tax  wiU  be  mMlb  appU> 
cable. io  the  faoie  manner  as  at  prefent,  but  the  prqpoHipci  i; f 
i|9ck itrW^il  purphafewillbe  one:fifth larger,  prefentit^atonGe 
a  ccNv(id$ntbIc  pecuniary  gain. to  the  puUic,  acut^  adv^muns 
IP  Jhe  (iidivtduat  by  whcim  the  redempUon  .(ba^|  .be  ipade* 
Tbecbief  socoinmehdauoa  of  tl)e  plan^  hpw^v^  >^f  |bat  it 
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will  diininiQi  the  capital  of  (lock,  iand  renaovc  that  which 
prefles  more  fcverdy  upon  us  than  any  inconvenience  with 
which,  our  fouation  is  attended.  It  is  a  truth  now  uniTerfallf 
felt,  a  truth  which  the  enemy  have  acknowledged,  and  whictt 
(aAion  itfelf  will  not  venture  to  deny,--that  even  in  this  ftage 
of  fhc  war;  the  ftate  of  every  part  of  our  trade,  our  induftry, 
and  revenue,  is  aftoh'ilhing  and  pmud  for  this  country  ;  that 
our  general  capital  and  wealth  is  greater  than  they  were  even 
aft  its  commencement ;  that  our  commerce,  fo  far  from  havin|; 
eirperienced  a  diminution  as  in  other  wars,has  greatly  incteltfc^ 
^at  OUT  Induftty  and  manuradures,  fubje^  to  thofe  Idesfl 
iuAuations  whicn  are  infeparabfe  fmm  a  fyftem  fo  exteiided  . 
«nd  diVbrlifieJ,  havefenfibly  advan<jed;  and  that,  onagetie- 
lal  view,  ouf*  Ctuation  exhibits  every  fymptom  of  internal 
frtahh,  that  we  bvc  richer,  that  we  poucfs  a  greater  comitmhd 
of  capital  thair  this  country  ever  enjoyed  at  any  former  period. 
It  is  lingular  too,  (hat  under  the  depreciation  which  the  funds  ' 
have  experienced,  the  price  of  land  has  maintained  itfiHf  dbbte 
tte  aver:^e  of  (brmer  wars,  and.  equal  to  th^  prite  m  timet  df 
^At ;  very  little  indeed  below  the  unexampled  ftate  of  a  fe# 
years  preceding  the  war.  .1 

'  '1  am  aware  that  no  argunrant  rs  required  15  dtffnonftrats  the 
"neceffity  of  great  exertion  in  Ihc  circumftanees  in^hichVe 
m^  now  placed.     You  have  already  ^xpreOed  yoQr  6|riiltoii  of 
that  tieceffity,  and  have  (hewn  your  rMdincfsfo  empk)y  cnor 
itfaorces.    All  then  diat  is  wanting  is  judgment  and  difiai* 
tninatton  in  the  mode  of  calling  them  into  adkxi.  ^  If , that 
%erc  be  any  diance  of  dtminiftiingtfae  capital  of  tho  funded 
de^,  which  is  the  only  preflure  by  which  our  eflbits  Ate  em* 
htfrrafled,  the  meafure  by  which  it  is  to  be  effeAed- is  fbandcd 
lirpon  clear  .and  fubftantial  principles  of  policy;    This  is  a 
^inciple  upon  which  the  Houfe  hasaded  in  thecouri^  Of  the 
^fent  feffion.     Upon  this  principle  you  fdt  the  expedieniy 
%f  making  an  extraordinary  exertion  to  tuife,  within  the  year» 
"fir  confideraMe  part  of  the  fupplies.    It  is  a  further  fatisfiitftian 
'fbriia  to  kiiow,  that  the  energy  of  the  meafure  haif'betn  fill- 
iy.  proretf  ]  that:  though  difficult  hi  detfttl^  though  ent^untered 
.by  confidenrbl6  oppofitkm  on  itsr  appearance,  and  msii>iy  ob* 
fud^  Mi  its  ^^refs,  its  advanti^  have'  bsen  rec^gH^fed  by 
tiie  cQUBtry.    liiou|h  neceflgiry  t6^qnal1fy  it^b^  matiy  mc4i- 
fications,  which  diminifhed  the-  full  effe^  which  it  waa  i|i- 
tended  to  Have,  yet  the  v^untary  teal  of  the  doufttry  has  bonne 
tpftimoay  to  the  principle  ;  and  the  contributions  with  which 
die  patriotifm  of  individuals  has  come  forward  for  the  public 
d^fience,  fumifl^es  the  beft  proof,  that  in  this  meafure*,  the  Le- 
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pflalyrt  was  ia  unifoo  with  the  Ibitiaients  of  die  pecfle, 
Wiom  what  I  have  heard,  the  objedion  to  the  oieafare  of  ia- 
creafiog  die'  afiefled  taxes,  has  been,  that  it  did  not  ^  fiif 
puMigh  i  and  cooimercial  men  have  declared,  that  it  did  oo| 
ccDbrace  fofficiently  that  fpecies  of  property  of  whidi  they  nc 
y}VHM  Whatever  may  be  the  decifion  of  the  Hbafe,  at  to 
the  principle  of  the  plan  wliich  I  am  about  to  propofe,  I  am 
Air^  that  any  meafures  which  tend  to  give  eS^  to  the  (ame 
objefti  which  will  combine  aii  annuaT  faving  with  other  coi- 
Meral  advantages,  which,  without  impofing  any  new  burdens 
upon  the  public,  witl  be  attended  with  confideraMe  benefit  to 
the  natbo  as  well  as  individuals,  cannot  fail  to  be  received  wii)i 
tbehtgheft  fi^voor  by  this  Houfc,  aad  to  fecure  the  approba* 
tion  cw  the  country. 
. '   In  f&ling  the  principle  upon  which  the  ptati  pfoooedst  I  J 

am  awatre  that  I  have  claimed  a  great  deal  of  mefftt  to  thie  \ 

meafure :  In 'this,  however,  I  claim  none  from  the  propofal.  ■ 

Tbs  principle  itfelf  poflefles  that  recommendation  which  ^ 

vfiAally  belongs  to  good  principles,  that  it  is  to  limple  that 
ih^  advantages  which  are  produced  by  its  effed&do  not  ne* 
ceflarily  fuppofe  a  grc^at  fliare  of  merit  in  the  pDopofer. 

Tbeamouiitofthe  prefent  land  tax^  is  about  2,000,000! . 
•Thtt  fmn  has  been  annually  granted  by  Fastiameiit  for  a 
centoty  paft,  and  has  been  levied  at  the  fame  raic  in  dtSere^t 
-iSilMSt$.  The  repartition  which  was  originally  mafde  has 
cootinued  ib  loi^,  and  tiie  Turn  of  4t>  in  ths  pound  for  fo 
cooiideraMe  a  period  has  never  been  exeeeded,  thiat  it  will 
teadily  ttc  acknoniedged  that  this  fum  01^^  n<^  to  be  dioM- 
-snfliQdy'atleaft  till  many  other  burdens  whicfa  wei^h  more 
faeatfly  upon  the  public  have  been  taken  off*  Takmg  this 
fiate  then  as  that  upon  whkh  the  prefent  land  taa  Is  raified, 
it  is  propofed,  hy  changing  the  fecucity  of  a.part«f  theittil4- 
cd  capital  into  landed  Purity,  to  cover  the  two  milliofts  of 
ndftinglatid  tax,  two  millions  four  hnndred  tfaovfittd  of  di- 
vktend^*  By  ^this  mcafure  it  is  evident  that,  uposi  the  fup po- 
finon  that  the  whole  of  the  land  tax  wmre  to  be  sedeeiMd, 
the  pablic  would  gain  400,000!.  The  teems  upoa  which 
the  purchafo  is  intended  to  be  made,  while  they  produce  this 
benefit  to  the  public,  wtH  prefent  that  advant^  t^  the  land 
owners,  which  will  render  it  eiigihle  for  thoft^  to  ledeean, 
and  tempf  them  to  give  full  efftA  to  the  m^^re^  ^H^7 
'mttitons  woiiM  thus  be  taken  out  of  the  market^and  tbrpiiA»- 
•  fie  credit,  relieved  by  fo-gi«at  a  pfeflTure,  would-  be  pfopor- 
tiomUy  (trengthened.    Having  ftated  this  bitef  ootHoe,   I 
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'flj^U  adv/ftt  to  ;jf  fejf  p(  jh?  .objij£lions  againft  the  meafurc^ 
>yJbkft  hay^^jfctViojifte  tq  my  knowledge. 
>^  Jt  is  opvw!!)!^  jfhj^t  the  firft  ftep  neceflarily  involved  in  the 
ly^afuf Cj is4y cndgf  tfajcpfeient  J^nd  tax  pprpetual,  uraverfal- 
1%  rf4jPfPH^f&  :.4^>V^^ --^P^  f ^4^^°^^^?  always  fubjeft  to 
«fl^4ensptjpf^a|^ijdif^'to  ^tt^n  xegi^)atian3.     Therp  {3  one 
49^4dH^  xvr^ich  ^iPQf9e.4ig^$  .j;relf>.and  tq  which  a  very 
i#(i|fa4pifyaQ();Kr^cf:ucSt     4910911  the  objedjon  that  (nay 
.tir.4BAd«  QQ/^n^tMticH^i.gcQUD^sl     It  pay  be  fai<j!  th^ti  to 
lend^a^gK^m.Vhicfi  h-t^ff  sinnup},  perpetM^l^.is  tq  reajLoye 
the  cpiiftiMim^f .  diecl^s  of  P^riiaxx^n^  over  the  public  jsx- 
*peace#4ii(4>iQ/ej9dar  perpetual,  what  i$  now  votecl  a^  anah- 
piial  ^ppty- : .  I  <lo  Dot  4^ny  that  the  adoption  ojf  th^  prefeat 
meahire  would  create  fooie  alteratipn,  but.thQobje^ioa  MJ^on 
thexooQimtiMai^Qund  is  very  eaifily  removed.    Tt^o^tiing 
fom  be  mftceegfy  th»n^tp  place  under  the  annual  co^^qi^lpt 
Parlian^eatfiuida  thMrare  at  prefent  permanent  .equijy^^l^t  to 
thoI«  which   ace.  jUken  4tway  by  ,this  Ujit^fyrc  ..Cei^ia 
branches  piihoLCoatblidated  Fund  may  be  fna4e.aa9U^)x.^y«n 
'  to  a  £veatjeT/.|tinount  thafi  two  miliion  of  land.tagp. — 'thjs 
would anijDu:} every  purpofeof  ^onfiiuition^lcontrofil.    Mi- 
ll iftets^wculdiMft  then  have  it  i<i  tbeir  power  to  apply  iponey 
'  wthtrntcQuSpai  of  P4dia9>efit,m<9riQ  4^an  k^forc. .  it  is. my 

'ate  thia-  objed^n^   .Sacl).  fMiM^  ^^  Pftriian^frnt  inay  jiidge 

moft  eapedifoc  for.  the  purp«i(q  a^  coijitrouLmay  be  feleifl^d 

aod  fubmittp^Lio  annual  vole./i|i  (he  fame  mannef  as  Uie  J^d 

-tax^  and.  inilcad-qf  tuio  piiUion9i  the  (um  ona^y  l^  augmepted 

td  the  full  amoont  of  the  4iviflends  wh  ch  will  he  tak^n  out 

6f  the  market.'    Farliamest  w'M  thus  have  the  ^aiuiual  coq- 

^tpoul  of  Xy^oOyOool.     By  this  m<ans  it  wilt  fo  happen  that 

'fhe  conflitu^kmal  check  of  this  fioufe  wiU  for  fom^  years  be 

'  tnore^  and  peyer  wiULbc  lefs  th^  it  Wjas  before. 

•  Anothero^ediofi* urg^ by  feme  is^  that  fr9ip the prefi^pt 
repariitloti>^o  perpetuate  the  exiting  land  taji  woi,iid  b^  to 
top^yotuate.an  invqualily  which. is  fo  gf^ata«  tofqfoi  np 
inconfidiyaLbieabufe.  Tbey.fay,  that  if  thei^x  wpre'eqi^l- 
'ized,  they  wtmld  have^no  .obje^ion  to  Feeder  ;it  per^iexual- 
IJetiiscoBB(^liits.obj^4iion  ipore  dofcly  and  att(^tiv4y- 
'Since  ihe  Revokition,  ^fpecjally  during' the  IfU/nr  part  which 
lu^/ucceqiedyit  has  never  b^^cnin  oootemp^ation.to  equal^e 
th^:  land  taic  by  a  new  repactitic^ii  according  to  the  real  amount 
of  ptbpertf  ^  and  the  abi^ty^  of  different  4iftri£U  ?  We.^aow 

'  that  In  this  Houfe,  though  the  v^te  for  the  la<|d  tax  had  the 
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undoubted  right  to  adopt  a  new  repartitioHi  no  fuch  propo- 
fition  was  ever  ?nade.  With  the  experience  of  a  cento  ry  be- 
fore us,  then,  if  wc  have  feen  np  fuch  attempt  ever  made,  it 
is  more  likely  that  it  would  be  corre&ed,  even  were  the  vote 
to  be  annufil,  than  if  the  grant  were  made  perpettkal  I 

I  do  hot  now  argue  whether  it  would  have  been  right  to 
revife  the  repartition  at  prefent  eilabliihed.   I  am  roidy  to 
admit  that  1  confider  it  to  iiave  been  an  original  defeat  of  the 
prefent  plan  of  repartition,  that  no  periodical  revifion  was 
fixed.    I  think  that  it  would  have  been  wifetohave  made  fuch 
apTovifioni  and  that  it  would  have  been  happy  for  the  country 
had  it' been  done.    Two  important  guards  would  be  necfef- 
fary  ;  to  prevent  the  inequality  from  being  too  great,  and 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  difcourage  improvement.    Thai 
principle,  iiowever,  not  being  at  firft  recognifed,  and  pro- 
perty having  been  fince  transferred  without  any  attention  to 
it,  would  it  now  be  wife,  juft,  or  popular,  to  make  a  new 
valuation?    1  think  not.    If  fo  many  years  experience  has 
(hewn  that  no  inclination  to  eftablifh  a  different  repartition 
prevailed,  ought  we  to  allow  much  weight  to  the  objedion, 
that  to  perpetuate  the  tax  would  be  to  perpetuate  the  ine- 
quality ? 

I  have  likewife  heard  that    it  has  been  obje£ted    that 
this  very  meafurc  would  tend  to  introduce  an  equal  reparti- 
tion*   It  ought  not  to  be  expefted  that  thcfe  oppofite  objec- 
tions will  come  from  the  fame  quarter,  and  that  a  grievance 
*    will  be  felt  both  ways.    It  does  happen,  however,  that  the 
fame  mind  embraces  oppofite  and  contradidory  objeftlons. 
Thofe  who  are  determined  to  obje£l  to  every  thing,  may 
contintre  to  bring  forward  in  a  regular  oppofnion  arguments 
againft  a  meafure  which  do  not  proceed  upon  thefame  prin- 
ciple.   On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  I  do  not  expeft 
that  this  mode  of  attack  will  be  employed  ;  at  lead  I  do 
not  anticipate  fuch  a  mode  of  oppofition  from  any  of  thofe 
I  now  fee  before  me.    The  queilion,  then,  is,  does  the  pre- 
fent meafure  give  any  new  facility  for  the  iutrodudion  of  a 
'     general  land  tax  ?    If  the  tneaGire  did  give  any  new  facility 
tor  employing  the  fubftantial  rcfources  of  the  country,  and 
deriving  additional  means  of  ftrength  without  diftreffing  the 
people,  I  fliould  be  more  difpofed  to  claim  it  ar  a  recom- 
mendation, than  to  confider  it  as  a  defcft.   In  times  like  the 
prefent,  whatever  fuppliesus  with  the  mearts  of  calling  into 
a€Kon  the  real  refources  of  the  country,  and  giving  ncW" 
energy  to  the  contcft  wc  maintain,  would  dcfervc  the  cor- 
dial 
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dial  fupport  of  every  man  who  is  a  friend  to  the  happipeis 
and  prplp^iity  of  the  country,  and  in  a  particular  manner  of 
thoH^  who  would  be  the  greateft  fufFerers>  if  the  hoftile  de* 
figns  of  the  enemy  were  to  fucceed- 

The  meafure  to  be  propofed  to-  yon,  however,  poflefles 
no  fuch  recommendation.  It  leaves  the  queftion  of  a  more 
equal  repartition  of  the  land  tax  ptecifely  where  it  fQunci  it. 
Parliameat  now  has  the  tmdoubted  right  to  r^dfe  more  than 
fcHir  {hillings  in  the  pound  oh  the  land,  and  what  greater 
authority  would  it  acquire  were  the  prefent  redeemed  ?  If 
the  whole  were  to  be  redeemed,  for  it  would  be  fanguine  to. 
fuppofe  that  the  whole  will  be  redeemed  within  a  few  years 
by  the  owners,  the  only  thing  neceflary  to  be  provided  as 
expiefsly  as  any  Jegiflative  proviflon  can  guard,  is  that  if 
ever  a  new  land  tax  isimpofed,  it  ihatl  not  be  impofed  upon 
thole  who  f  ive  redeemed  in  any  different  proportion  from 
that  QD  thofe  who  have  redeemed,  ft  wouI4  b^  necefTary  to 
provide  that  the  amount  of  what  may  have  been  reiieeroed 
Ibould  be  deduced  from  any  new  impoft.  It  appears,  to  me 
that  .fuch  a  provifion  woi^ld  fecure  thofe  who  (hall  take  the 
benefit  of  redemption  as  much  from  any  additional  charge  in 
future  on  that  account  as  thofe  who  had  not  bought  up  their 
bod  tax  at  all.  This,  then,  appears  a  fufHcient  anfwer  to 
the  general  objeftions  which  have  been  fuggeded  againfl  the 
meafiire.  A$  to  the  various  details  which  it  embraces,  it 
would  be  idle  to  enter  into  any  minute  difcuflion  of  thema 
till  tke  Committee  has  had  further  time  to  take  them  into 
mature  confideration.  ^ 

There  is  oneobjeflion,  however,  which  is  partly  con- 
ne£led  with  the  detail  of  the  mearure,  and  partly  applies  as 
a  general*  objedion.  This  regards  the  option  to  b^  given  in 
the  fecond  inftance  to  become  a  pur(^hafer  of  the  tax,  pro*> 
vided  the  owner  himfelf  Ihould  be  unwilling  or  unable  'to 
buy.  Cafes  may  occur  in  which  the  proprietor  finds  it  in- 
co<ivenient  to  make  the  advances  neceffary  for  the  redemp.. 
tipn.  Great  pains,  however,  have  been  taken  to  lighten  this 
inconvenience.  Every  attention  has  been  paid  to  give  the. 
landholder  all  the  advantages  confident  with  the  uhimate  fuc- 
ce(s  of  the  fcheme.  It  is  of  infinite  importance  to  gain  dur- 
ing the  war  every  benefit  which  the  meafure  is  calculated  to 
aiford.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  fecure  that  aifif- 
tance  to  credit,  which  will  fupply  us  with  the  means  of 
thajt  refiftance  which  our  independence,  our  property,  and 
our  happinefs  calls  upon  us  to  make.  For  this  reafon  the 
2  £  a  landholder 
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andhblder  6A^  tb  h&ve  no  trtalitrntcd  and  exclufive  prtvi^ 
/WgS  in  the  fWrch^fe  of  his  tax^  though  the  terms  wJIf  be 
fuch  a^  to  rencfer  it  highly  beneficial  iot  him  to  become  \\it 
pUrchafer  himfelf.  To  ehaWe  him  to  take  the  benefit  held 
out  tohim,  every  facility  ^i?l  be  given  him  for  raifing  iJio- 
ricy,  and  etcn  (hoUld  he  lofc  the  firft  opportunrty  of  pur- 
chaffe,  the  redemption  of  the  tax  will  not  be  hopelefs.  A 
^ttriod  Ihould  be  fixed  at  which  he  (hall  have  the  liberty  lo 
ftedeem,  though  on  his  refufal  a  third  party  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  has  became  the  purchafer.   * 

'  Such  are*  the  views  upon  which  the  plan  is  founded.  As 
to  the  terms  upon  which  the  pUrchafe  is  to  be  made,  I  fliall 
explain  (hem  very  Ihortly: — payment  of  the  redemption 
^ill  not  be  demanded  in  money,  but  will  be  receiv^  it! 
ffarisf^r  of  ftock  to  the  Commiflioners  for  liquidating  th6 
riatidnal  debt.  This  mode  has  the  advantage  of  accommo- 
dating itfelf  to  the  flufluation  of  ftock,  ahd  each  tranfaftJon 
liquidated  itfelf.  The  prefent  price  of  three  per  cents.  bciVig 
sibbut  50,  affords  an  intereft  to  purchafers  of  fix  per  cent* 
*At  this  rate  ftock  fells  at  from  16  to  17  years*  purchafe,  atid 
the  tax  will  be  fold  at  20  years'  purchafe.  Every  pound  of 
drinual  tax,  therefore,  will  be  equal  to  40I.  capital  ftock. 
Should  ftocks  rife  to  75  the  purchafe  will  be  36  years,  and 
the  rate  of  purchafe  will  thus  vary  one  year  with  every  va- 
riation of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  in^  the  price  of  ftock. 
From  this  ftatcment  of  the  comparative  purchafe  of  the 
ftock  and  tax,  it  is  evident  that  the  public  gains  one  fifth  of 
the  purchafe  by  the  transfer  of  ftock. 

•   As  far  as  the  landholder  is  concerned,  the  qucftion  then 
IS,  whether  20  years  purchafe  will  prefent  a  fufficient  in- 
ducement to  redeem,  and  whether  20  years  be  a  fufficient 
advantage  for  what  he  parts  with  at  17  years  purchafe.  This 
lefts  wholly  upon  the  fuppofed  diffefence  between  landed 
and  funded  fecurity.     Landed  propeity  in  general  through- 
out the  kingdom  fells  at  from  28  to  30  years  purchAie  ; 
funded  at  prefent  from  16  to  17.    We  are  giving  landed  fe- 
curity for  funded,  and  at  the  rate  of  20  years  purchafe.    At 
this  rate  the  fliare  of  advantage  to  the  public  is  fmall,  to' the 
individual  it  is  very  confiderable,  if  the  advantage  purChafed 
is  confidered  of  the  fame  defcription  as  landed  property.     I 
do  not  fay,  however,  that  its  exaftly  of  the  fame  defcription 
as  landed  property ;  they  arc  to  be  diftinguiftied  bytheir  re- 
fpeSive  advantages  and  difadvantages.  The  benefit   to  the 
purchafer  by  redemption  Js  lefs  valuable  than  landed  pro. 
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pexty  in  this  retp^A ;  it  is  dry  atid  uitimproveabic  pofieflion. 
Land)  however,  is  improvoable,  and  it  fells  not  only  oo  it( 
prefenr  value,  but  on  the  caloilation  of  prDgreflive  improve* 
ment  and  (peculative  advantage.  Other  temptations  to  thf 
purchafe  ofland  are  command,  influence,  amufement,  plear 
fure,  bccupaion  according  to  the  temper  and  difpofit  ion  of 
the  purchafer.  It  cannot  bt  faid,  however,  that  the  pur- 
chare  of  this  benefit  is  rendered  more  valuable  by  any  of  thefe 
advantages.  It  ihould  be  recolleSed  ar  the  fame  time,  that 
the  purchafe  of  the  tax,  is  not  abfolutely  the  acquifition  of 
enjoy  ment — if  not  a  freedom  from  vexation,  is  frecdoi^ 
from  fomething  which  a  mati  would  wi(h  to  be  Mrithqut.  It 
has  this  advantage  too,  that  if  not  fufceptible  of  improve- 
ment, it  is  attended  with  rtd  rifle.  The  purchafer  is  exemptr 
ed  from  the  care  of  management  and  the  trouble  of  collec- 
tion^ and  taking  all' the  advantages  and  difadvantages .  tpge* 
tber,  it  may  be  cotifidered  as  a  purchafe  of  a  very  defire- 
able  nature.  WhHe  the  owner  is  thus  induced  to  become 
the  purchafer,  the  public,  as  we  have  fjsen^  derives  a  very 
confidcrable  benefit  from  the  tranfa^ion.  , 

The  next  part  of  the  plaii  is  to  give  a  facility  to  the  poC 
felfor  of  land  alfo  to  become  a  purchafer.  For  this  purpofe 
it  is  intended  to  give  the  tenant  for  life  or  in  tailj  the  fame 
power  to  raife  the  money  by  burdening  the  property  as  pro- 
prietor in  fee,  provided,  however,  that  the  money  fo  raifed 
fball  be  ftridly  applied  to  the  purchafe  of  the  tax*  It  is  even 
intended  to  allow  them  to  give  a  rent  charge  upon  the  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  if  conveni<:m,  to  increafe  the  facility  of 
the  poifefTor  becoming  the  purchafer.  It  is  Ukewife  propof- 
ed  to  give  the  proprietors  of  fettled  eftates  power  to  fell  fuch 
a  portion  of  the  (late  as  (hall  enable  them  to  pay  off  the  pur- 
chafe of  the  tax,  providing  that  the  money  fliall  be  ftridly 
applied  for  that  purpofe. 

Giving  thefe  facilities  to  the  pofleffor  to  become  the  pur- 
chafer in  the  frrft  inftance,  it  appears  neceflary  to  fix  a  certain  , 
period,  after  which  if  they  decline,  third  parties  may  buy. 
To  thefe  the  terms  (hall  be  the  fame  as  to  the  owners.  Land- 
holders, however,  are  to  have  this  fuperior  advantage,  that  five 
years  (hall  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  initalments. 
At  the  fame  time,  however,  if  they  (hall  avail  themfelves  of 
this  indtilgence,  they  (hall  pay  intereii  on  the  inftaiments,  in 
order  to  compenfate  to  the  public  for  the  non-ex tin(Slion  at 
this  period  of  the  purchafe.  Purchafers,  not  ownprs,  are  to 
pay  up  their  inftalmehts  within  one  year. 
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•'  It  is  necelTary,  therefore,  in  coider  to  call  the  means  of  re^r 
courfe  thus 'iiirnifllcd  into  a6iion«  to  take  third  parties  wher€ 
tfi^' landlords  decline.  That  the  fituatioii  of  fuch  third  psny 
ti€«  ttlay  notlje  too  precarious,  and  that  they  may  not  be  too 
eaftly  diverted  of  the  proprtty  they  have  acquired,  fome  pro- 
i^fions  muftbc  adopted  by  which  they  niay  be  fecured,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  power  of  redemption  prefervcd  to  the 
origmil  owner.  It  is  difficult  exaSly  to  fay  what  medium 
wfll  balance  the  tight  to  be  given  to  the fe  two  parties,  which 
will  prefent  to  the  monied  men  the  temptation  to  buy  and 
referve*  to  the  owner  the  power  of  redemption.  The  moniod 
rtah  tifinTl  be  induced  to  purchafc  by  th6  difference  which  he 
fiippofes'to  exift  betweeti  funded  and  landed  property.  Thi» 
difference  i§  greater  or  leifs  according  as  the  times  arc  critical 
tt  tranquil.  Land  does  not  vary  in  time  of  war  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  funded  property.  Thofe'  who  make  a  diftinc- 
tfon  in  the  value  of  land,  do  it  upon  its  being  leis  liable  to 
fluQfaatton,  and  not  upon  any  circumftance  affeding  the  per<« 
marient  value  of  dock.  If  then  a  third  perfon  (hall  purr 
chs^,  the  owner  (hall  not   be  at  liberty  to  redeem  till  ^. 

Eertod  arrives  when  the  monied  man  (hall  be  willing  to  return 
h  money  into  ftock,  and  the  landhblder  (hall  have  the  means 
of  raifing  money  for  his  redemption.  This  period  will  be 
then  at  the*  happy  moment  when  having  furmountcd  the  difr 
ficulties  with  which  'we  have  to  ftruggle,  and  triumphed!  in 
the  contcft  in  which  we  are  engaged  ;  the  confolidatcd  fund 
{hall  have  attained  its  maximum,  and  beingno longer  allowed 
to  accumulate  at  compound  iixerefl,  the  dividends  (hall  be 
made  applicable  by  Parliament.  This  will  be  when  the  con* 
folidated  fund  (ball  be  4,2cc,ooo1.  Suppodng  then  that  by 
the  exertions  which  we  have  made,  and  continue  to  make,  we 
(hould  go  through  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter,  and 
pafs  with  fucccfs  through  this  crifis  of  our  fate,  when  the 
public  debt  (hall  be  iViet  by  the  Confolidated  Fund  there  muft 
be  an  end  of  all  doubt  of  public  credit ;  there  mult  be  an  ttfl 
of  all  queftion  of  national  fecuritics  ;  of  all  diftinAion  be- 
tvrcen  landed  and  funded  property.— That  moment  theQ  . 
when  leaft  difcou raging  for  the  monied  man  to  revert  to  the' 
funded  fecurity,  (hall  be  6xed  for. the  owner  to  avail  him* 
felf  of  that  redemption  which  circumftanceshad  at  fii^  made 
impotfible.  I  f  not  redeemed  within  a  given  tittle,  how^ever^  it 
becomes  material  to  render  the  property  pertnanettt  with  the 
purchafer,  to  the  excluiion  of  the  owner.  Three  years, tben^ 
after  the  exp^ing  of.th^  ten  years,  at  the  filofb  of  .which  the 
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SvttT  of  redemption  is  permitted  to  the  owner  feems.tabe.a 
r  cxtenfion  of  the  privilege.  It  would  give  to.thc. owner 
an  opportunity  to  purchafe,  of  whicbi  from  his  circumftancesy 
he  was  unaWe  to  avail  himfclf  onthe  firft  offer. — It  willgrvo 
bim  time  for  preparation  for  domeftic  arrangjements,  ana  foi 
raHing  the  neceffary  funds.  Thus  po  party  will  have  reafon 
to  complaitai  of  his  fituation.  Provifions  are  made  to  fecure 
to  each  the  advantages  which  he  will  be  nooft  likely  to 
prefer.  .  r 

fn  the  tranfadion  the  fituation  of  the  monied  man  is  pre^ 
cifely  this.  During  a  period  of  difficulty  and  daugfr^  he  has 
got  a  landed  fecurity  inflead  of  that  of  tiie  funds.  This  cafe,* 
however,  wlH  reqlJire  two  regulations;  firft,  that  if  any.pec* 
fon,  not  the  owner,  has  purchafcd  by  the  transferring  ot  an 
annuity,  he  fhalt  be  paid  the  fame- quantity  of  ftock  upon  the 
redemption^  which  he  had  transferred  without  regard  to  the 
price  of  fuch  ftock.  Thus,  fuppofing  he  had  transferr^sd  to 
the  public  in  payment  when  ftock  was  at  50,  and  in  the  in- 
terval it  ftioufd  rife  to  75,  he  will  derive  all  the  advantage 
from  the  rife,  and  may  thus  realize  fifty  per  cent,  upon  hi» 
capital.  At  the  fame  time  he  is  to  have  no  rifk  in  cafe  of  a 
depreciation  of  the  funds.  Should  they  fall  below  50,  he 
is  to  be  reimburfcd  to  the  extent  of  the  difference.  The  fi- 
tuation of  the  ftockholder  who  becomes  a  purchafer  of.  the 
tax  is  prccifely  this,  that  he  is  fpeculating  upon  a  rife  with- 
out any  hazard  of  lofs  from  depreciation. 

1  have  ftated  thefe  points  to  (hew  the  general  tendency  of 
tlie  meafure.  It  will  now  be  fecn,  that  it  is  liable  to  no  ge- 
neral objeAions  which  do  not  admit  of  a  remedy  ;  that  the 
difficulties  in  the  detail  are  not  fuCh  as  to  impede  its  progrefs  ; 
that  the  advantage  to  the  public  is  confiderable,  and  the  ben&- 
fic  accruing  to  the  individual  fuch  as  will  render  it  an  objeS 
for  hlhi  to  puithafe.  While  the  monied  man  is  induced  to 
coime forward  toaffift  the  State'by  purchafing  the  tax,  a  remedy 
is  rcfervcd  to  the  owner,  to  enable  him,  at  a  fished  period, 
to  repair  the  difappointment  he  may  have  fuftained  from  ,hi$ 
ori^n^l  Inability. 

A  variety  of  details  muft  be  involved  in  a  meafure  lilce  the 
prefent,  hut  there  are  non6  whith  appear  l!o  be  attended  vy^itU 
great  difficulty.  •  On  the  jit'efent  plan  of  repartition,  the 
ameantof'panicukr  diftrifts  remains  unaltbred^  though  it  may 
vary  within  the  diftr^,  with  Ae  improvement  or  decline  pf 
the  .Yatbesi  parts.  In  the  mehbpolis  and  corifiderable  towns 
this  is  paftfeuTarif  th^  *ca(k    Ih  ftie  parifli  of  Marybbne  the 
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esteofife  improyement  has  ronderrd  the  repaititioD  U^ler, 
-vfhile  in  other  diftrlAs  it  may  become  heavier  from  an  ^W^ 
fite  caolb:  ^Provtfion,  -theidbtv;  muft  be  marfcj  ^9he  MQiiv 
tkm  oFandMrnerpttrchiMihgfin  the  dfflbttnt  9ifei>of ^iie«rtUi 
crdodinc.   •  • .    .  ^r    -    %        .„....•,..    ..»..»••*  ^i^ 

r  The  tnoA  a(WHeaUe  i«i;(ilatMrii  ctttnidy' Mrwkl  bev' ttnt^^if 
leaving  If  lo  the  option  of  the *6ivn«ir,  whettorbpriliiihiiii 
it  at  the  ipi^iciKftticp'  tha%'*{h«U:  be  oScii|d><o -tfeinitfor  take  gc 
^coording  «o  any  future  afieflmettt  Co  which  it  aixfhe:(nl^i^96t% 
the  tMagoH^tftlibii  fin  ^rhictH*  $»  it  is«kiioaiicd>tt>.l)e.iirQ|or- 
tioned  to  the  prefent  loesil  inequalities  ia  -thcLaeid  Tl9Z^imi$ 
yearly  producp  t^e  fame  eSEcSt  as  if  chat  impraAic^Ue  -pl^iof 
a  general  ^oaliEaiMon  wais  to  be  adopted,  •  Aati^  cgfe.^il^f 
t])ird  perfon  purc|;)|aGLOg  a  part  of  thi«.  tax«'bf  ihali  ^  9i|^*> 
tided.tt>  receive  aaabfttepa^nt  iiroponp)ii«d4Q^&(a4.which 
he  oiay  give  infexchangp.for  the  . tact.  Xb<»lforf  it  wiU-J«c 
^tremely  material  to  coafider  who  the  purchafnoi^^e.^Q.l}^ 
wfaistherthv  landfowners,  or  other  per&»iia:nQt;|iAviif:af)y  pro- 
pcc^  -in  the  land  ;.  to  fee  what  circiim(UQB;p»:m»)L-(K)p%:^ 
particular  places^  afic)  whet:her  ther^  oviy.  fi9(.:lpe  a  grc^ 
(urcharge  io  fom^  p^tii^^,  and  none  in  others..  Bat  \k  is 
tiot  necefiary  for  .me  qomt  to  eoter  into.  (bq^,i|uaute.cir« 
camOaftGesy.vi^hicbfpaJir,  b^^  ^tter  diff:u0pd  when  the  byfluef^ 
Iball  come  before  the  Houfe  for  its  confidex^tiqiu  ao4  wbjch 
will  be  introi^uced  hy  way  of  refipilation  into  aay  Bill  tt)at  may 
be  brooght  in,  if  the  Houfe  Uv^liagree^  to  the  refolutibns  I 
mean  to  bring  forward.  It  would  alfo  be  4e(Irable  to  allow 
a,  perfon  to  purchafe  not  only  ^a  C9rt;)in  portion  of  the  taXj  but 
^  giitcn  ihare  pf  a  diftri<a» 

Thcfe  are  the  circiMnftaaces  of  the  cafe  whicli  I  have  to  lay 
before  the  Houfe^  and  which  (  have  conveyed  in  as  ibo^i;  a 
fta|emej)t  as  I  wa9  able.  The  obje<%  is  on<c  viptch  requires 
confuleration  In  the  jSrft  opening  of  the  matter  1' avoided 
goin^  into  .any  minute  detail  ;  jand  although  I,i^c|;I  j^t  a,matti:r 
ofprt  priety  in  the  out-line,  and  fucb  as  deserves  at .leail. a  fa- 
VQui  '»le  beariAgf  yet  I  wiih  it  to  be'examlnj^^qarefulfy, 
weii^he.i  difpationately  and  deliberately,  and  tJKat  Parliapient 
BMV  (^onfid^r  whpiber  itjs.npt  fu^h  a,  gaf^afvre*  a^  Hiey  'ougln 
in.  thwr  wifdopi  to  adopt  at  this,  arduous, mffment  ? — ^^l  .flhijll 
fpllow  the|^^a£tice  |  have  obferv^d  iti  o^her'  inftances  with 
rcfptd  to  the  form  of  proceeding  ;  tliat  of  moving  fhe'f^ 
'  •|nerplpcion,,4pd  af|£rw^d>  aU  t^e.others  in  jpo^^t j^/ffora^lbd 
then  poltpouc  the  cosiTid^catloa  of  xhe  Iub(^nc^ 9^  ,th^^Dlan 
MPUwi  ^ditf  •     I  ihould  pf  9pofe  liking .  tHc  f>|piJ^on .  dfuie 
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Hottfe  upon  ihtm  9B  Thurrdaf ;  aiylt^j^n  tbs^t  tht  whole 
fitbjcA  fliouktgaover  until  after  the  bo^klaysy  in  «xder  th^t 
.Gentlemen  may  take  them  into  the  country,  have  an  pppor- 
tfrnkr  of  converfing  with  tlieic  .i^PoiUtttepts,  an4  learning 
wheoier  any  local  carcuoiftance  may,,  in.  any  cafer,  ren4c^ 
alteration  neoefiary«  I  flioukloow,  wiihq^t  ^t\y  fui^ther 
troaUfitothe  Committee^  move  th^  firft  reifolMtioa  $  bm  pei^ 
haps  the  Committ^'  would  wUh  to  hjtar  »  ftaimieM  9i  t^yt 
Iwads  of  the  Retblotioas. 

The  firft  relblntion  declares  that  tlie  land  tax  fl^o^ld  \^ 
eaadeted  perpetlial,  iiibjed  to  certain  modeeof  r^ftridiony  re- 
gulation, and  redemption. 

The  feooad provides  for  theappototment  of  Com(ntQiQ%- 
0rn  to  fell  the  laod  lax  upon  the  terms  and  at  the  T^fi^  I  have 
already  flated.  , 

The  tWrdgives  power  and  preference  to  the  owners  of  lan4 
to  purcbafe  the  land  tax  according  to  the  nature  of  the  intfi^ 
stvk  they  have  in  the  eftaite,  whetl^r  a  fee  or  otherwifc,.  an4 
that  in  the  event  of  the  perfon  in  poirefiion  declining  to  pii4> 
'  chafe,  that  the  next  in  fucceflion,  or  the  remainder  mio  mfy 
do  fo.  And  thsrt  any  third  perfoa  may  make  iuch  a  purduM 
for  the  owner,  &c. 

The  fourth  gives  power  to  owners  to  iell  part  of  their 
eftatcs,  or  ratfe  money  by  way  of  rentcharge>  to  enable  them 
to  purcbafe  the  tax. 

The  fifth  gives  power  to  third  perfons,  the  owner  of  the 
land  having  declined  it  for  a  given  period,  to  purcbafe  the  \zx^ 

The  fixth  defcribes  the  mode  in  which  the  payment  (hall 
bemade« 

The  feveath  regulates  the  power  of  the  CoUedofs  in  re^ 
cetviag  the  money. 

The  eighth  limits  the  time  during  which  the  power  of  ie<t 
dembtion  thall  continue. 

7  lie  ninth  impofes  a  penalty  onthofe  who  purcbafe  and  do 
not  make  good  the  payment  .of  their  inftalments. 

The  tenth  provides  that  if  any  afleflment  which  (hall  con<^ 
tinue  to  be  charged  (hall  be  found  to  exceed  4s«  in  the  pound 
on  the  annual  value  of  the  meflbagf  s,  &c.  an  abatement  (ball 
he  made^ 

Tbe  elevemh  preferibes  in  what  manner  a  regifter  (ball  be 
Icc^for  entering  proceedings  under  this  plan. 

The  twdfth  provides  that  when  the  whole  bad  tax  (ball 
he  bought  up,  the  a(reffineiit  (ball  ceafe. 

The  thtrieenth  transfers  the  bufinefs  of  tbe  Commiffionar 

Vol.  II.  1798.  Ff  appointed 


%\%  WOODFALf*  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  .  ICo«**ftm, 

appomtfld  to  carry  mio  cSeft  the  plan  for  the  reduction   of 
the  National  Debt* 

The  fourteenth  providt^s the  :Affaient  of  the  Commiilionn 
era  appointed  to  cariy  imfa  tS^d  the  plan  for  the  r«du£lion 
of  the  Matidnal  Debt* 

The  fouiteoiitli  proTide^.-tkat  ia  cafe  an?  additional  land 
tan  ihooU  bt  impofed»  it  (hall  not  operate  heavier  on  tbofe 
"who  fcanre  povchafed  the  former  tax,  than  on  others. 

T4iit:fifte«sth>coataiB«an,^Gcooiit<tfthe(bn»of  i,4bD>Q^^ 
>n(kich  it  i^Iifftonded  to  produce  annually. 
'  TUaia  t  ho  proper  ftaloment  of  the  haadaof  the  Refolutiona 
whidvlpmpoft  to  be  dtfeufleihenMifter  \  but  if  any  Gen^ 
thNHan  haa  any  thing  to  oiler  nowj  I  Qioutd  be  glad  to  hear  him. 
iMiSMUthMdrthMX  the  m^fure  now  before  the  Houfe 
waatbemon  txtraordinary,  the  moft  ra(h|  and  the  very  wptft 
thatev8rMr«  propofed  to  Parliafneot.  I^appesired  toium 
tobe-a.nioreuiijuft  ineafurethan  if  the  laft  afleflinent  h^ 
fceoO'^yadf  upled  and  offered  up  for  fale.  1 1  appaared  to  hiin 
to  be  an  inftilt  to  t4ie  undeHlandinga  of  men  loiay,  that  they/ 
may  borrow  money  to  buy  up  the  land  tax,  when  it  was  m^U 
known  that  men  couM  ,not  borrow  the  monpy  to  pay  the  afteflT- 
cd  taxes  already  impofed.  For  thefe  reafon^,  he  did  not  fee 
how  he  could acquiefce  in  this  meafui^^t  But  this  was  not- 
the  time  for  entering  at  large  into  the  queftion. 

MvJJumey  faid,  he  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  who  jpoke  . 
lafty  that  this  was  not  a  fit  time  to  enter  fully  into  the  diuruf- 
fion  of  themeafure  now  before  the  Houfe;  and  indeed  he^ 
ihould  not  think  he  aded  with  decency,   if  he  did  not  avail  . 
himfelf  of  the  fuggeftjon  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  ^xche*  [ 
quer,  to  take  time  to  confider  of  this  important  bufinefs* 
Befldes  he  knew  how  unfavourable  an  hour  for  a  fpecch  fix  . 
o'clock  was.     But  he  muft,  howeveri  make  a  few  obferva- 
tions,  under  whatever  difadvantages  he  might  labour.     The. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  had  Jo  happy  a<  talent  at  cdn- 
ftruing  filence  into  approbation  of  his  mearures^rX)r  rathei; 
of  conftruing  filenceinto  o^animityy  that  it  became  nece{&ry 
for  him  to  thwart  that  artifice,  and  to^  iak^;care  that  when 
he  came  hereafter  to  fpcak  more  at  large  up^in  the  fubjea, 
the  minifter  (hould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to.  fay  he  waa. 
oppofing  a  meafore  in  detail,  to  whichv  he  had  afiented  in 
the  opening.     Thismeafoxe  ft^uckhim  at  preiCent  as  a.mea* 
fure  to  which  he  could  never  aflent.     He  thought  it  ftruct  at 
the  principles  which  were  the  foundation  ofourfc;eurity  in  the 
poflbflion  of  property.     It  was  a  meafure  from  which  the 
minii^  himfelf,  although  not  a  very  timid  man  with  regard 
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to  qu  eft  ions  and  fchemcs  of  fittanee,  *'d  not  cxpe£l  much  * 
pecuniary  advaAtage  in  any  way,  except  in  increifing  tjw 
price;  of  the  funds.     It  was  true,  if  the  plan  fucceeded  to  its 
full  extent/  the  public  wouM  bciicfif  400,0001.,  a  year^  for  . 
the  oithiffer  ftsltetf  h  fo  be  fo ;  but  fhe:  comtntttee  mut^  per* 
cetve  ^t  oi^ce,^  from  the  manner  in  which  the  fight  Koncut'* 
able  Oemleman  ftdfed  ft;  iha^tethimfelf^  who  was  not  one 
oF  tbb(e  who  were  the  ^eatl  fahgaifete  in  his'jixpeSatiBiBs.n])OiiA. 
tt^fe  fubje^^  tMncR^poA  aYiy  fiielr  effedvfromqtfa^ 
fuR:  r  her  aid  hb^^^ait  tho  4ch«me  ^wfas  .very  faMOAdrie'to 
the  landed  gpntlemen;.  nor  tiuittt»:operat hm.. would:  iktlv^f 
raj^idt  for  ft  feidl&ted  it  asi'the-«otk.afv;(mi»j(  feMiio 
bringit  to:  m^tuVity  \  n^  dM  ii  df^ar  that  the  emmUqr  gohllidH' 
man  99UIJ  ie^et!;tei^'t(ie^tbMi^nt6f  theipiah,\W8atm9rt^ 
mi^ht  b^,  ui^lcn?  hef^ thki^/uffi«lent  capitaLto'.iiBda^?tfadaic. 
'WItK  refped  io^be  ftb^kboider^^hc  did  oita  fGaraicin^QeQa^ 
fiph  lay  down^  a  pdfition  which  he  would  again  maintatfi  to 
b|true,  that  nothing  couM  fadire£lly  tend  to  dubmgeF  the 
fiScj^  asahyi^tJ^^pt  togivd  itailiftancebyfchemascfJiQaaeft'' 
ofany'fcJnd,' -Thatihe  beft  r^otlrityxthe  ftock^hddcat  caa  ^ 
have  is  his  bond.     Let  him  be  tttiten^:witli|dift;pun€btal  re^. 
ceipt  of  his  dividend,  for,  to  that,  with  all  its.  incomrenteo*  ' 
c^,  he  was  boutid  to  fubmit,  and  ito  that,  with  all  its  ad-* 
vantages,  the  legiflatute^wiUs  btniAd  to  prote&'him.    He 
could  not  conceive  but  that  this  nie;afure  was  intended  lo^ive 
the'ftock-holder  improper  afliftance,  but  it  would  not  have 
even  that  cffeft.    This  the  conKnittee  would  fee  by  looking^ 
at  what  was  the  efffeft  of  the  rumour  of  this  meafure,  which 
was  on  Thurfday  laft :  the  Bill  was  not  yet  pafled  ;  but  there- 
was  an  opinion  entertained  out  of  doors,  no  matter  how  er^ 
roneou^s,  but  there  veas  aii  dpinion  entertained  by  fome  weak 
pd>ple,  that  whatever  th^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
pofed  wa^  precifely  the  fame  thing  as  if  it  had  pafled.into  an 
ASt  of  Parliament.    This  he  knew  to  bean  erroneous  opi* 
nion,  but  makiy  men  had  already  taken  this  meafure  up  as  if  it 
had  pafled  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  s^nd  had  afied  accord- 
ingly, and  therefore  it  was  fair  to  look  at  the  eiFeA  it  had      ' 
u{^on  the  ftock.     Had  it  inaproved  much  the  cotidition  of  . 
(lock-holdets  ?  He  fpoke  in  the  prefeDcerx>f  many  Gentlemen 
who  wetejuft  come  out  of  the  city,  and  who  were  very  good 
jud^s  of  what  was  pafling  in  it  in  laoney  affairs,    and  be 
ibould  be  glad  to  hear  tbem  Rate  vidiat  beneficial  cfFed  this  : 
meafiire  had  had  upon  the  funds.     He  could  go  further,  for 
he  would  fay  he  believed  it  wouM  h^ve  a  contrary  cffcA  upon^ ' 
the  fiinds.    'Some  Gentlemen  might  perhaps  runaway. v^ith 
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a^  idei  that  this  tnckCnrt  w&s  for  ^  redemption  of  ftock,  like 
that  of  the  plan  for  the  red.>£lton  of  the  nariotel  debt*  He 
denied  that  there  Was  the  flighteft:  fimilarhy  between  them. 
The  i>o<:k  piirchafedl^y^  the  eomtniflioaers  fbr  the  Teduftion 
of  the  national  debt  Was  fo  fara-relief  to  the  funds  by  taking 
{bmuch  away  from  the  mktfcer,  and  that  ft^ckinras  not  fund# 
e^  in  any*  other  ihape  fo  afe  to  be  a  bnrthen  upon  the  peblic. 
Thifs'«^<s  to  withdraw,  according  to  the  miBifter's  calcula^ 
KoA,  'ftbobtfcnrty  milliohs  of  capital  octtof  the  fiinds ;  but  he 
ttialntaiii^H  thut  eVee  if  it  did,  and  that  wik^ctwicedtng  a  great 
^I  to^  fntich,  it  conid  never  be  fo  beneficial  to  the  oounlrf^ 
as  if  it  waf^  left  to  be  employed  in  agriculttml  parfoits,  or  ap» 
ftied  asf  the  6wners 'pleated  in  the  putchafe  of  ftock^  When 
-the  coonmiffldners  mall  have  purcha&d  this  ftock  itoder  the 
^yifibns  of  thi«  plan»^  the  ftock  would  not  vanifli,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  public  burthen  would  be  ftill  the  fitme.  It  w^is 
only^  taking  eighty  millions  nominally  out  fif"  Change 
aTly  for  a  white,  and  to  enable  monied  men  to  enlarge  their 
omital  by  fpc^Culations.  It  was  a  mere  titUEck  in  a  maiieef- 
me  cotmnddity;  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  permanent 
telief  jo  the  funds ;  atnd  unlefs  t^re  wats  a  mafs  of  foperiit*> 
^os  wealth  in  the  couotry,  the  landed  Proprietor  could  never 
have  any  rdief  by  this  mtafure,  becaufe  without  great  weaMi 
men  could  never  embark  iMO  a  plan  of  this  kind,  without 
bringing  upon  themfelves  prodigious  inconveniendes.  Cosk 
ceiving  it  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  Iand-owner»  and  of  no 
advantage  to  the  (lock-holder  ;  and  feeing  that  the  minifter 
was  difappointed  in  not  getting  the  ftocks  up,  he  thought 
there  was  no  profped  of  any  public  benefit  tube  derived  from 
this  plan.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was,  perhape^ 
about  hegociatinga  loan,  and  wiflied  to  twEVeTfame  advantage 
in  that  particular.  He  had  great  refpei^  for  the  talents  of 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  he  had  great  powers  for  coft^ 
vincing  many  people,  and  perhaps  in  outwitting  otfaera ;  bot 
inabufinefs  of  this  kind;  whatever  he  might;  conceive  of 
himfelf,  there  were  in  the  city  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  a 
difftfrent  relteton  from  that  Houfe,  and  who  wi^re  too' much 
for  the  minilter  in  money  tracffa^ions  ;  and  the  upihot  of 
the  buflners  would  be,  that  he  who  wante>i  to  deceive  others^ 
would  himfelf  be  diiped  ;  but  unfortunately  tbeconntry  gen* 
tleman  Would  be  called  upon  to  defray  the  expence  of  It. 
Indeed  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would  gain  nothing 
by  this  mcafure  but  a  little  temporary,  popularity  with  the 
ttu)nied  men :  and  here  again  he  muft  fay,  that  the  con- 
nexion 
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Micioatetween  kis  Mllj^y  <•  mtnifters  rndt  iBentcdiXMi,  of 
Ute  years»  had  been  too  clofe,  and  kd  to  mearures  ht^f  : 
injat kms  to.tbd  imertfla  of  the  public*    He  wm  tuA  able  ta 

,  fee  any  good  to  the  ftock-hoider  in  this  tne$irtH-e»  in  jiny  poiajt 
0f  view.     WWvrefpcA torthe ihind-owner*  he  could  fay .k 

-great  deal  more.,  btictiiat  he  0»pj^ki.^.ea.ve  lo  abler  hands.  - 

There  vaeone  point  «ioce;  0iidfth4t  ,^^s  a  peint«upoB«tiie 
codftitutional  tendency  of  thie  f»o»&i^'  >l^h&Ainii^li^,i>e|;* 
kig*  and  hect)^Hlax»^^bel|i  fecUilg,  .4h«t.U  vfU|^>|)Qf9t  tj^r 
mtift  ftrifce ^ihe  HonTa  with  alaiTSk. that  tikejr.inuft  .ef>fert^||^ 
jeakwify  at  fiodiog^ttttt  the  fuQi^  iB<0ey  which:  ha^  been  Aii*.- 
nually  voted  towaofc^ying  the  aiAiy  and  fiafVy:  wa^  to  V^ 
OMdeperpetuaii  faid*  that  he  had  anaofwei^^t^a^^jsei^iieia. 
itfhtck  WQiihi  he  fatislidory •  -  He  firft  faid  that  the^n^oney  44 
be  thu^  applied  had  beeai  annually. voted,  from  year.«  yeajc, 
foroear  aoestiiffy ;  bh  atifWer  with  which  be  was  ncKher  fa* 
tiafied.liimiclft  nor  expeded  the  Houfe  to  be  TatisAe^l  with  -ic 
it  Would  becKlraofdinafy  if  they  were ;  becaofe  it  was  taking 
awa^'the  power  of  that  Houfe  over  a  vaft  fnoi  anntiaily  of  the 
public  moMy  ;  and  perhaps  he  re(:oUe£bd  that  he  had^  duv- 
-wg  the  iittingrof  Parliament,  applied  a  million  ^and  n^haif 
nl  the  public  money-  without  applying  to  Parltament  iq)oii 
the  ftibjeA.  The  right  honourable  Gemleinan  fu^cfted 
another  anfwer,  whicii  was,  that  .a  part  of  the  revenue,  now 
^xifting,  and  madeper-petual  fbould  be  made  annual. — Now 
to  fay  tiie  truths  he  hoped  he  had  not  corredly  comprehend- 
ed the  right  honourable  Gentlemen  in  that  particular.  If4ie 
)did«  to  be  fuie  nothing  could  be  mere  extraordinary  than 
fiich  a  ftatevMOt.  It  amounted  to  this^  that  thofe  taxes, 
wbichweffe  made  annual  for  the  fecurity  of  the  power  of 
-the.Hotafeof  Commonaover  the  King's  mioifters  were  to 
*  be  made  perpetual  ;  and  that  >vhich  was  made  perpetual  for 

-tbefeeuttty  of  the  Aate,  waato^be  made  annual;   this  was 

:4ie  mtnifter'sdeKtcons  management  to  anfwer  pnrpoftsof 
-biaown;  by  which  the  conftitutional  power  of  the  jttotifc^f 
-Commons  wa9  mvaded^  and  by  which  the  public  creditor 
waadeprived  o( ihe fecurity  whtdi  Parliament  (iood  pledged  to 
prefefva  invlolairw  If  he  was'io  an  error,  he  fliould  be  g^ud 
to  be  correAed,  bccaofe  he  did  not  fee  that  -he  c^uld  alter 
any  thing  that'the  Minider  propofed  in  that  Houfe,  and  the 
Mmifter,  he  fuppofcd  bad  aiready  given  a  tone  to»rjhe  cnea* 
ium*.  It  would  be  a  great  fatishidion,  at  leafi  to  him,  to 
find  that  the.conilitutton  was  fafe^  The  point  was  of  lap 
mudk  magnitude,  to  be  pafed  over,  and  be  ihould^e.o^iged 

to 
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I  to  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  have  the  goqdne^ 

to cxptain  the  matter.  e"  '    '  ,  j> 

I  Trrie  Chancclhr  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to.  e,xplaah^.  and  Ciia, 

that,  he.^ould  not  help  thinking  from  the  fpccsch  jhe  h$id j[uft 
j  be^rd,    that  the  honourable  Ge^Qtleman  underftopd  neither 

I  htm  n(Mr  himfelf.    The  honourable  Gentlem^ap  Ji^d  Ijppkcto 

I  as  if  it  were  a  thing  perfe^ly  new  and  uncon^tutional  tQ 

I  alter  a  tax^^  or  divert  the  applicationfof  its  produce  from  oni^ 

I  purppfe  to  another*— But  turely  the  honourable  GcnUem^n> 

i  memory  ^lid  be  nM>re  treacherous  than  ufual  on  this  .90ca* 

!  Con — was  it  really  a  truth  that  the  Houfe  had  no  power  tp^ 

r    '  fcliove  from  or  alter  any  duty  ?  Had  ,the  honourable  CenVjer, 

I  man  himfelf  never  voted,  or  had  he  forgotten  that  he  haiii 

I  ever  voted  for  the  relief  from  or  alteration  of  a  duty  ?    Was 

I  it  not  the  faS,  that  Tax-bills  were  repealed  in  alpoft  every 

I  ScfTion  ?  Had  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  forgotten.  \\k^[ 

I  i^t  duty  on  fpirit^,  amounting  on  an  Average  to  QoOtOOoU 

a  year^  had  been  altered  from  time  to  time,  as  the  wildom 
I  of  the  Houfe  thought  expedient?     If  the  Houfe  lookeid  to  the 

cuftoms,  they  would  find  that  many  of  the  taxes,  which  were 
appropriated  to  the  cohfolidatedfundy  were,  in  their  nature 
temporary,  and  voted  only  from  time  to  tirac.     Hecalleds 
upon  the  Houfe  to  recoiled  what  the  real  truth  was — Parli^i' 
ment  bad  pledged  themfelves  to  make  the  confoUdatcd  fund 
good,  no  doubt  in  fuch  manner  and  by  fuch  ways  and  roean^. 
as  they  (hoiild  find  moft  advifeable,  either  by  permanent  o.r; 
temporary  takes.      In  truth*    the  honourable  Gentleman 
feemed  to  be  utterly  ignorant  of  the  tendency  of  the  meafuiie  i 
for  be  had  fppken  of  it  as  a  violent  incroachtae/it  on  the  rights 
of  the  public  creditor,  asfecured  by  the  confolidated  fund ; . 
in  point  of  fa£l,  it  was  intended,'  and  would  be  found  in  its/, 
operation,  to  relieve  it  to  an  immenfe  amount,  by  taking  a- 
fum  of  SojCool.  out  of  the  market:  and  this  fo  far  from  de- 
preciating that  fund  by  making  the  fupply  for  it  annual, 
would  improve  it,  by  making  it  fo  far  permanent.    .Thus,  it 
appeared  the  hon  Gentleman's  conceptions  of  the  cafe  were 
fundamentally  erroneous.     But  if  it  even  were  the  cafe,  that 
his  principle  was  corre£l,  the  oi^ly  di£fexence  it  could  make 
would  be»  that  it  woul^  make  a  more  complicated  claufe^nq- 
ceflary.  ^  /    '  . 

■The  honourable  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  one  motive  for  ,. 
hisfpeaking  at  this  ftage  of  bufinefs,  whien  difpuffion  would 
be  premature,  and  ufelefe^  was  to  prevent  his  filcnce  from  be- 
ing co;iftrued into  unanimity.    Why  the  honourable  XSentle-. 

man 
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tfian  ihould  be  apprehenfive  of  that  he  was  unable  to  conjee- 
fpre^    He  aflured  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  kheVhim^o 
well  fd  takdhisfitence  foifVcHlcord  or  unanimity — He  had 
btten  fbund  ,his'^ppo'fition  mojl  obftiniate  when  preceded  by 
a  filenr  afcquiefccnce  in.the  fifffftages  of  his  meafurei;  fo  far 
from  having  meant  to  imply  that  .that  was  the  hoii.  (jlentle- 
man's  habit,  be  had  fpoken  metely  of  his  condu^  on  the  lat/ft 
fueafurey  itoW  in  its  paffage  tbraugh  die  Houfe,  fbr  the  d'e- 
•Tcnce  of  the  country.     Anci  he  affured  the  hop./Gentlemin/ 
he  had  alluded  ^o  it  in  a  way  that  he  thought  would  have 
teen  extrctnely  cohfoUtory  ;tp  bis  feelings,  as  the  hoij.  Gen- 
tleman had  Oh  that  occaflon  taken  infinhe  pains  to  make  a 
difpjay  of  his  acquiefccnce,  ^nd  to  proclaim  to  the  world  that 
h€  had  added  to  the  unanimity  with  which  ^hat  meafdre  had 
been  adopted.     Hcjprofeflcd  to  be  at  a  lofs  to  divine  what 
WAS  the  tendency  of^  the  hon.  Gentleman's  objeftions  :  one 
half  ofihein  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  contented  himfelf  with 
kavihgVtO*  otb^r  fupport  than  his  own,  having  argued  only 
on  ihe  ^rdpofition  that  the  meafure  would  injure  the  public 
credffo!',  and  refigning  to  more  able  hands  the  maintenance  of 
his  other  ,propo(ition,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  landed 
Gentlemati.     This  talk  had  been  undertaken  by  a  noble 
Xord"(of  vaftabxh'ty  no  doubt;  [Lord  Sheffield]  who  had,  pro- 
nounced the  meafure  to  be  the  moft  extraordmary,  the  moft 
ra(h,  and  the  very  word  that  had, ever  been  brought  before 
Parliament^  without  having  condefcended  to  affign  one  Tmgle 
r^afoQ  for  that  weighty   denunciation.      How  the  hoble 
Lord  coutd  make  up  his  mind  to  apply  fuch  terms  as  He  had 
done  to  a  meafure  which  carried  in  it  no  compulfion^  and 
which,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  landed  Gentlemen,  was  per- 
fedly  optfonal,   and  which  created  no  new  burthens,  he 
fhould  have  been  vaftly  puzzled  to  conjefture,  were  it  not  that 
he  knew  the  noble  Lord  fometimes  exprefled  himfelf  with 
more  ill-humour  thanhe  felt  at  bottom — that  he  was  irl  the 
habit  of  fpeaking  pofitively  without  thinking  very  deeply, 
and,  in  hfs  ardent  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  Kii  o\vn  hafty 
notions,  frequently  laid  down  propofif ions  which, 'on  tooier 
rcBedion,  he  thought  proper  to  /retraS.     Maying  this  al- 
lowance for  the  noblfe  Lord,  afirf  convinced  of  his  L6fa(hip*s 
zeal,  for  the  public  good,  iie  would  fay  nothing  further  bn 
the  fubjcft,^  but  intreat  that  his  Lordmip  would  db  himfelf 
the  juflfce  to  read  the  refolutions"  before  he  again  nndertook 
to  ccnfure  them.     He  ,wpuld,  therefore,  leave  the  noble 
jL>ord/*and  tiirn  again  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney) 

whom 
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-wtom  l»  did  not  know,  whether  hefliOTidtfMift-ihmdty'^lM 
one  |Nirt^of  iiis^arguiMnt  oontrMJiAed^the  di)i>tr»  '4>r  thitia 
great  pireportum'  uras  To  completely  in  fisivbttr  of  tlie«mfliit, 
<vha»tt  mtght  five  Htm  the  trouble  of  uf^ftln^  hit  ^bfee* 
tldns;  fmt  ^bile  he  argued  that  ftwootd  fo-to  hme  the 
linblic  credhecs  and  ftock-hoidersi  he  iliiiftecfc^iha^  iiWii'% 
•  proof  of  that:^ngerous  comieAidti  betvrcen'Mfnifteri  ttd 
&e*MoMed  Imereft,  whichought  fo  mocb^  bedepreomstt 
and  in;4«ft/tras  no  lefs  than  a  ictius  to  rhft  monled  men  Of 
the  coontary ;  but  how  either  of  thefe  tmo  contntdidory  pr»- ' 
porimna.were  fo^  he  had  not.  had  the  gooriMfs  toefxpbii. 
''Not  content  with  laying  down  pofitions  thtte  at  rarfnnee 
with  each  other,  the  hon.  Gentleman.hadiiU?na  hisefaMto 
7iS  afinrit,  that  for  which  he  trufted  he4athcr  dtfetred  pntft. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  (lifr.'Pkt;.'had  6mi 
ttm^  to  time  offered  for  the  adoptioa  of  the  Ifdiife>  a  «!ariajr 
fvf  financial  meafures,  which  he  had' aftertwnrda  nhwM. 
In  his  mind  he  had,  in  doing  fo,  exadly  done  htf'dut^; 
for  it  #BS  in  the  firft  place  his  official  dul^  tonrve  whatever 
he  thooght  necefiary ,  and  if  when  it  came  10  to<moiifled»  be 
•was  ihewn  that  it  was  defedive  or  very  unpopntary'k  wis 
*eertaiidy  his  duty  to  conform  to  that  which* he  footnlio  be 
"right,  sffid  to  yield  to  the  public  opink>e.    But  this  acenfil* 
tion  was  dired^ly  of  a  piece  with  the  ton.  Gentleman's  oon- 
thid  in  the  cafe  of  the  Afleflbl  Taites— there  the  tautonrabin 
Gentleman  had  attacked  him  for  modi fymg  the  tax  afiertbe 
Bill  had  been  brought  in,  and  had  adu^iliy  called  upon  the 
Hbttfe  in  the  name  of  his  conftituents  to  tijtdt  the  fax^  bo- 
leanfemtl  hia  own  objedions  to  it  had  been  dunoaway.    Udt 
iefs  eicriraordtnary  was  the  hon.  Oentieman*»argMnentrlkt 
the  meafiire  could  not  raife  the  Funds,  beeaofe  the  r^po#l 
that  ft. was  in  agitation  had  not  yet  had  any  eileA  upon  thenar. 
ifebeKeved'tbe  Houfe  would  agree  with  him  ^f  fudi  an 
iHgnment  was  at  leaft*  premature.     When  the  meafotc  had 
omlergnne  'a. little  moret^nfideratroo^  It  wo&M  be  time 
enoii^  Ibrthe  hon.  Oenttemiin,  and  he  would  be lietnarnblfe 
Ihymtte  fuch  a  rannrk.    It  would  be  ftrange^  indeed^*  if  the 
bara'annometng  of  a  mcafune  was  to  prodooe  the  falne«ieA, 
«i^tlieneeom||Hlbineiit  of  it:-^had  that  e«er  been  «he  caft 
ilt  a.*i)ngln.inftancei  The  annonneii^  of  tho  plan  for  thf 
redoflSoin  of  tbe-Nnional  Debt  did  not  prednee  anf  inMnei^ 
.MMe'snkange,  Jmr-in  tonae  time  afrerwatds^lts  edbAa  weat 
faf  powerful^  that  the  funds  rofe  nearly  to  par*   it  Was;  there- 
fore, the  oddefl  argument  he  ever  heard,  for  the  hon.  Gentle 

man 


, 


^inai^  U>^  oom^od  thajt  .t^e  ^ds  would  notrile,  becaure  tbejr 

ji^eaJKrc*!  bM  irfoie  the  puliGc  Jwew  srbiit  the'MnitfMif  the 
*pi#t^9ni^'^^^be^^'^  unorncDpofiiNnmi  tbe  Ciibjid  wfts 

%iH>^pBf4il^#rV^^''^  WBft  to^bfiouft  Mtniften  inovery 

-|biw»  from jflfi  idttrthatttttir  defis^ion  wodld  bea  public 

,bli^g,  U;MMiot'|o  'bt  wondored,  that  tieiwasdbfirotss  eren 

;Af  prcvenfiA^Ai'ftbil  that  vnaa  like)y  to  icttdttndti  vMi 

jp«at,  pubKjC  l«ilditr    If,  himcvet*.  the  hcxi.*  Gentlcmati 

j»liiidcontni(t.ift9rexif)(»aiidina^  tbMt 

^  to  Sty  a  IL^m^jm&'hmbd'Ae  mtufvre  would  operate  as  ft 

.4«mf.  Aq  iht  itnipJ  men*  andoa  the  other  the  country  was 

Jbtnf&td^amh^hDi^  accotntnodated»  not  onfy 

T^fitWttaiBiiiBin«B».b«t4i9iialiy  addtfig  to  tl^e  public  purfe» 

ikiwfanUlyifr.ea^fe  to^Cear^  he  would  have  to  thank  tias 

-hoa*  Gfentkoian  &  Ms  obf^rvatians ;  for  the  meafure  would 

i^dwooiiMrilfei  fmidr^grc^et  advantage  frotn  the  bon.  Gtiv- 

pi'aih0ii:fjMech^  than  tc  oould  poffibly  derive  from  the 

;!«  rpetck  y/kh  li^hich  he  himfelf  had  prefaced  if*.  i 

.    'Mrw^9%rarf  oMeiv^»  that  if  ie  was  troe  his  fhott  ^eedfi 

^Jia^.'ftoml  Hr.  ncoimnend  thtt  meafure  of  the  right  hoD^ 

.Gebfiaaiii»^Mother  (bort  Ijpecch  could^^ot  but  be  regaided 

m  fepfepffili;^ of  refpei^    But  be  was  not  very  qiudi  incline^ 

Uinfclf  to  iiai^oe,  that»  with  the  unfophtftcal  and  caadid 

part  i^f  jkR-Cteuntttce,  his  &on  fpcech  would  pad  merely 

atft^reoammeBdatidn  of  a  tfieaifun  of  which  he  couM  not 

wmf99ti. .  Tkt  f ^fat  h6n<  Gentleman^  however*  had  in  yety 

fnm-tertei  ^MOcubA.hxoi'oi  oling  unparltacnemary  languid 

mi  krwat  oit-tbM  account  chidly  that  he,  s(gaia  fuUiiB&^ 

"IdAfelf  to  theObmiBtttee.     Certainly  it  was  |n  the  ^mttuiv 

«f  BSrfttack  oQ  his^arliaiHSeotary  langa3|:e,  to  be  toiiitbat  Im 

iMd&i^  that  the  members  df  the  Britiih  Houie  of  CanmM$ 

-mre  fir  wjibUf  jBoechanical^  as  that  any  'me^Ck^e  the  MJUf^OP 

mif^  thtak  m  to  propoCe  would  unfailingly  q(pcamiCfti|^ 

.£ippoft«.   And  what  other  had  been,  the  pinpca^t  of  tb^4ri|^ 

Jmt.  Qemhmifirt'%  mijfconftrudion  of  hia  woabj  Jta«^  H^ 

CSaoimtibee  Ivpuld  reRMmbEXrbe  hid  aot  £fid  tliat  ^^ri^IoMfil 

.^poted  alwttys  wiihcthe  rjght  bon;  Geutlo^Mo^  VfJmimiaii. 

waMbot4^i>oraiMr.oeopl4  out  of  dbor%  whaa)idiLoat»bfi«0t 

^KirfitMaliOii-be  wppofed  tp  kn^jwytliiMirf  tbe^m)b» 

ftedebqe  piF  o«rtiw  GentkiiMsiit  or  thai\brJEtoti^^ofX2i»« 

«l  wasJtlodJ^Mfid^  tD. virtuous  ti  dafs  of  teat  ^^(oakMfai^ 
that  Ay  ai^aimc  the  Mifdflbr.^^^ 

VbuJSI.-i7984'  O  g  by 
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•by  ParlUkiieht.  Lai^  bodies  of  men^  in  (its^ti^ms  not  wanu 
ing  of  means  to  aSbfd  tfiecti  ihfcfnilatioo»  wore  alijs  too  apt 
to  thinly  ttiat^theH|hi  hoh«  GeAfieman  lib  (Sooner  progptdsL 
lilltMn^twas^patfiid:    ;  ,  .    '         ,     '  >    ' 

Wi^hfJ  refped,  tatbe^ciifation  made  agamft  him,  pr  h^v* 
ing  aifepicd  a'ftrtmge  mode'of  atpam^nt ;  afi  t)^  was  ftcing^ 
in  it  had  been  die  rtMt  dt^the  iionou^blo  IGjpntl^man^.dfcx* 
taHty.  dt  mirreprefentatioti. '  .IVhen'  the  rigbt  bfliRUSA^nW^Oror 
tlemw  Aated  him  td  have  tAi,  ^*  that  tf^e  fmid^  would  raiicj 
atti  that  they  wotiid  not/*  all  he  had  hi|fiaf4  ^in^lf  ^^^^ 
tfaarif  the  nicafunelvas  intended  tohene^t  the  .f)mitf;y  in  |ia 
pmifent^^iffidilt  ftniggle.  It  would  cpoft  certaiiily,  not  have 
t^t'e(Fc)£^    Inftcad  6f  any  advantage  or  pixi6ianiiiig  bom 
foch  a<t6ll1a£lton  to  the  country^  the  money  wouid  go  into  the 
pock(;ts  6f  the  monied  ncosle,  aiid ,  not  into^  tHat  (?  the  pobr: 
lie..    Undoubtedly  the  ftocks  might  experience.  A  fif^in^tdo. 
progred^of  fuch  a  fcheme  of  finance  as  the.preient ;  bMt.  thaa 
rife  If  ontd,  he  contended,  be  temporary »  while*  iQ.  the  e^r^hc 
cficd  would  be  to  deprefs  theip  ior^.iMhey  (Ud  liot  uUiufatelf 
rife,  only  individuals  would  benefit  by   it.^-     ThW  did-,  ha 
confider  himfelf  warranted  in  faying,  that  if  tbi^.was  nol  Z 
b%nusy  at  kaft  it  held  out  a  lure  to  thpfe  whpmidit.hetiefjipus  . 
of  contradVing  for  a  loan,    .The  right  honour^Mp  Gentleman 
had  equally  miftatcd  him  with  reg;ard  to  what  he  .bad  Wl  oa- 
the  fubjeA  of  the  Confolidaied  f  und.    He  had  Jiot  g^ 
pr^t)ei>(ioii6,.but  he  did  think}  poor  as  might  be  hU. capacity^ 
he  ha<)  ttri^erfVanding  enough  to  knowt  that, the  .CQo(blids|tfd 
¥*Vinds  and  taxes  were  not  die  conftitutioo.    Sg  far.  fro(ii  hi^vr . 
ing  eonftmnded  thefe,  h^  well  knew,  that  they  .were  in..a|t  , 
rd'peds  different ;  and  he  was  much  miftaken»  iiJF  the,  cqi^i^ 
tvftion  would  not  furvive  tVm  both.    In  replyitigtQ  \iT&  qbr,  ~ 
fervatibnsotii  the  intention  of  making  the\LandTax  jpciycr 
tual,  and  t^tnderihg  fome  tax'  that  was  permanent  adai^  - 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  with  his  accufloincd  Ibftiv^ 
ncfs  o?  tone,  had  afked,  **  Whatj  and  has  not  tliQ  hoggpiJilc 
Gentleraaa' yet  become  fufficiently  acquainted  wiifh  the  pij^^ 
tory  of  Bartiament,  to  know,  that  almoft  every  ieflSioij.  ;^<?^i  - 
is  ioiricr  tar  repealed,  in^ order  that  anothjcr  r^^y^%^'^^(^ ,] 
while  yet  the  fiiitb  of  Parliament,  as  pledged  to  w.^ppmic^, 
credit,  rettnans  uirtouehed,"  '  It  Was  'true,  the  daily  i^ppci-j  \ 
eneeof  Gontlenieii  had  taught  them,  that  ta^-Iaws  w^re  iff-;. J 
qufmly  rcpcabd,  and,  vti  for  himfelf,  he  could  ipt  liaye  been  \si'^, 
loi>fc  iil^hrliahlts  of  heat*in^  tht  riighr  honourable  Gcntlcmarii,.  , 
wiWour  htaKng  oMb  of  repcilsr!     T^h^  irigh t  hopoq  r^ble  Gen-.  '\ 
ikawn-ha^  indeed,  ^'  knack  ofiyrning  about,  wlth.uncom-  ^ 
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mon  aigtfity«  fttnftofit  fide  of  a  nmfuro  tpanotber^.atid.  vNtb'^ 
out '  teinf^  fingobrfy  *  pliam  in  his  difdodtido,  he  yielded 
with  eicat  reaamcfs  to  attetnpts  m  repealing  a  tax,  proWded 
d  Ibbmtwe  WaG?  ia^^A:ftliiy  ?^^  of.    Bat  be  wa»,  bjr  dq 

^M^jrins  reddy  «d>H4i^i?»'  that  m^  pVc&nt  wias  a  caie  which,,  in 
s6  xnitttte,  at  alT^^mtlatcd  to  ihat  other  inentioned  by  the 
light  honoataMe  C^emleman.  If,  indeod^  Che  ^^folidattd 
Fntid  iM  pMtibetl  a  fiirplus,  the.  right  hcmourablf  Gtiitk*r 
t^Mh  mt^  d6f  #itfi  it  i;vbat  hepieafcd ;  But  ^ftain  lie:  vat 
that  that  ftipd' did  not  then  dp  tnbro  than.barelpABeel  tk«r. 
chatgc wpoA  iti ''He  vrOuW  alk  theti>  whether,  if  inthhfitn-; 
aif ion^  k'Wodlfl'lte'i^idTt  to  fender  annual  what  ijad  always  bfloa 
c*iriBaered"3p^tiiaT/d^^^  Cjitlx  of  ^rbieh.refted 

the  'coirfcdcncie  vf  the*  public  creditor  i     Would  it'  ht  i  faid^  i 
that  2,400,060!'.  of  the  confofidatcd  fund  could  be  diTo^tedifor 
the  purpdfe  xX  pronj^itlug  thisTcheme  without  injiiriHg  jpub* 
lit  credit  ?  ''ft  Vbuld  be  a  vic^ationof  the  faith  of  f^liafnent^ 
amP  he  ireftildi'nor  admit  ^at  the  propofed  appropriation,  of 
tfte  C3b«fdHdavd,F\lnd  would  be  any  check  on  ihe.ing^fence*  . 
of  the  Cfh«^til  tjntil  i\je  right  honourable  Gentleorian  had 
ibewn  thai  ih^'Wa$  a  furplus.     In  fine,  froro  every  view  be  ' 
codU  th^'hafttiV  rake  of  the  fubje^^y  he  was  in  his  own  miiid  ' 
perfuaided^.tb^tne  inconvenience  arrimg  to  public  credit  now  * 
from  tiny 'eifcfefe.lif' funded  capifal,  would  o^ot  be  remedied,  , 
bvt  it.wouMJnjbrc  the  public  moft  cruelly  and  unjuftly.  * 

'  hcxiSbiffikldt^j^hititiit  and  fatd,  he  had  ftated  at  the  out-  ' 
let  of  his  fp^h,  that  as  tlie  fubjedt  was  not  yet  i.ipe  for  dif- 
ciaflkD*  he  wotrld  not  enter  into  any  argument  it  defence 
of  his  ^je<£^ian^4'  and  fo  far/ from  haviiig  ever  retra6tcd  • 
his  tipAiions  as  (Shat-ged  upon  him  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  ^ 
Eiobhetpier,  he  could  not  call  to  recolledion^a  finale  inftance  of  * 
having  had  his  opinions  changed  by.  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman's rea(>ning  or  eloquence., 

*    Mr.-  Ktiwkins  *Br&u;ne  entered  into' a  ihort  defence- of '  the 
tnealUre,  as  being  founded  in.  wirdooi  and  good  policy,  and 
pectdiarly  necellary  in  the  ]u(l  and  neceflary  war  in  which 
we^wcrt  engaged.     He  cortfeiTcd  that  he  was  much  aftoniflied 
to  bear  th«  noble  Lord  fty/ that  it  wpuld  be  injurious  to  the 
lad&C)l^eri»  anddcdarcd,  that  fo  fer  from  that*  he  very  raoch 
doubted  wtiether  tt  would  not  be  too  behehcial  to.tbem  ;  at  all 
Clients,  It  Could  not  be  injurious  to  thenit  fince  it  was  left  to  . 
|h«ir  own  .option  to  redeem  k  or  fet  it  ^lone*    The  noble  -^ 
Lord  had  laid,  that  th6  landholder  would- nbtbb  able  to  fe*  " 
d«em  hh  tax  \  but  that  was  an  objc^ion  which  went  only 
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to  the  effiavfy  nut  to  ibe  ^ip^ierK^yV  of  the  ineafur^    OF 
the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Landed  Oetitrjr  to  contribute  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  State  at  this  period,  there  could  not  fce  a 
dbuht ;  because  not  only  ^  war  was  for  the  pioteAion  of' 
their  pco^erty,  but  they  had  fB^red  led  by  it  flMVany  other 
^s  of  peofrfe ;  in  fa£tt  ^y  could  hardly  be  QM  vb  have  fiif> 
teredtat  all,  far,  aftocflibi^  as  It  mi^t  afipcasm;  4t  was  traci 
tfaat  ieptf  were  now  as  high  as  ei^er.    Aod,  i^  ^ to  die  ftind^  * 
he  wovM  maimatn,  that  it'was  lin^]Cbte  tiorthey  Aildft ^nfe 
when  the  naanber  o^.  felfeWMH^ie-fawdrt  an^  of  bttyeis  motti 
wh«^wouldbeane(feA|irddaccdbrfthisBUL     ' 
.  Sir  BinJ^mmHa^mmiti  confidefei  it  a  mtfeken  opinioii  that 
die  cfiontry  was  dnven  to  rfie  fhyficul  ilecefiif  ^mlfiligtte 
fdppbes  within  the.  ^ear.    H^  hrtew  Hit  conntry  had  the  abr- 
lily  todo  it,  and  the  evettioa  was  w^>ttby  of  si  natkxi  oppoGilg;  * 
tbe-fKombof  a  feiMioos  enemy.    He<lid>ioi,  neverthrfeft^  * 
think  meprefent  a  poUtic  meafnre  in  every  pbrnt  of  yiet^; 
md  inAead  bf  takibg  Stock  in  payment  of  the  iAnd-laa,  ht 
WlOwdtfaeOhanoeUor  of  the  Eii^hemier  had^propofed  tfaSo'ft 
^h6ald  be  paid  far  in  hard  cafli«    Bat  while -he  threw  out 
this  hiqt^  he  was.  far  fiona  eArhig  any  oppofitiOn  ti^  A  fiittiwl' 
inoeafeof  the  Land-tar;  healreiidy  paid  jOOl.  tMr«^  it^ 
and  wouU  pay  double  that  fom  to  prombte  tht  wdfiu:^,  and 
iMftivkle  for  die  defence  of  the  country. 

Sir  ffilgiam  PtJun^  was  willing  to  agree  diat  tt  was  highly 
piyaper  that  a  fo&iient  dehy  (h^M:  intervene  between  the  ' 
propefitt  of  the  plan  «iow  fobmitced  to  the  Bdofe  and  ka  did- 
snate  difcnffion,  for  it  was  of  a  msgniinde'  and  importAtce 
tiiat-cidlod  for  a  ipinnte  inquiry  into  its  merits  or  defe^ 
which  imiufa'y  could  not 'bedoly  gone  ihta  Widi6ut  the  filbjed 
liaviog  been  Adly  and  maturely  earamined^  But  though  the 
prefeff  ndgjbt  not  be  the  fitted  moment  for  entering  into^tt»it 
4ifcttSioh,  ne  law  no  impropriety  in  any  Gentleman^  throw- 
ing out  fuch  obje&ioiis  to  the  plan  as»  frta)  thelhrfr  viVfWof 
Hf  mig^t  ftron^iy,  preis  upon  his  mind  ;  'and  this  was  tkeli^ 
of  GondnA  which  he  bimielf  was  deGrous  to  putfue^,  for  * 
tiKn^  he  would  referve  the  greater  patt  df  what  he  had  tti 
offer  on  tlie  {bbjefi  till  after  he  had  moit  ftriidlT  (crurtnised 
it,iie  would  io  die  mean  time  exprefs  what  Was  tncimprefikh" 
whidi  the  fpeech  of  the  right  hc^ouraiMe  Gdntleitran  *who 
o|)fe^d*  die  bufincfs  had  immediately  ma^  'iipon  His  tnidd. 
Atld,  itf  the  fitrft  place*  he  was  very  far.  fhkn  agroriiig  With 
th<i'rigibt>«nourable  Gentlewan,  diat  the  meafhr^ffoW pro- 
poTedby  him  woui<]^;if  catiied  IntD'esoectttioti^  be  attended 
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i^th  Ter^^  beneficial  eflfe^s,  ijci  relieving  thq4ire£pntri(jgen^ 
das  of  t^tcQMvi^l^**  and  adding  to  the  <rer<^ces  vrhich  ic  \t^ 
ouix^iii  x)r4^rlocftrr)^jDiy,  w^  vigour  ?nd  cfie^,  the  ar- 
Jocw.CQiliisft  i^  wbicW,v([f  Were  f bgag^d.  tn  bis  opinion  it' 
woQld  he  attefid^d^\^'t<M(€iqX^r|ce^ofii  totally  contcary^^^ 
torOt^opi:  would  W  ^Ut<  to-declape,  that^  by  adapting  the 
p^  now  prqppfiB^.tottit'C^fnmitt^^y  tKe^  Ghaliicellof  of  the, 
4eKbt(t«tfvr#^tfa^t.rigi|t  boo0urabier^Ge^tkn»Qn  wb^  going dt 
^i;i^^,a  ,Tety  ii^  Wr^iv^thc^ountf^^  fermm  pnv4 

noMig^^  >WMM^.lc|id^to^QMt  the  i^f  ob{k»£b4ie  hacV  iti  vieirr 
tjTi^ia  <^^hat.ho^lJ>di)«e#iaMcA>,^H«A*fw»Hbc^^f^^  ia 
*«Hk*hthRifptei»«$«»pIawdh^  tin  .OwiiAittttBi^v  it4Jid  not 
?AR^;'^^^i^rf^'if '^  rig|^t.hmom:9d>ie  Gcndeniow  bad* 
Y^€4n^it9lf4i>-ivi>aiL'4£i^.  fides  oC'ity-^tt  yrasf  a  fdail^  mt 
«ifi^  w^b^if^iefunfdio  bftve^niuchoC^^  aod^ihagnift^ 

^SDC^  la^r^-Qi^MtW^  JQVMgiiifieeMe  «night  toquire^asadhb^onal-  • 
Avf'l  %9  tb«  pw^Bdiirckiquoiice  with  which  «tbe  right  hdic 
twrji>jfi  ^tn^emniiWaA.  in« che'  habit  cf  ttbfaUtng  hS  pfapw  , 
<Qjj^¥Mitlrh^-.hw;rae&  It  might  At^pear-iiia^ifident  in,. 
itf^Qiu)ii|e( Jt  Hi^QV^ldnQt*.  on.a dcrperit^xmrnaMn*  ^rdve.t^* 
l^ijb^  .vfjr#  .feji^       T^effR  wi»  a-jmift^  oftopacV- which^^xai  * 
a.  tut^r«.  pc^ggp,  h«\^  .v^d  .toUcKuon^  and  hme;  difi^offi^? 
bja  14:  svs^.nQ>V  M4  ;o  fay^  that.tbci.TefoIt  of  ^  ptzni  wartft.  ^ 
fell  a  perpctoal  5  per  cenJU..  HftrCouU  met'  botrave  .that'.tl«.; 
riiki,.twpnf^«J,  C5pij||o?PW  wo|iW.ha)^.c«cR  though  itr>a-. 
fpoahle  fiopropole.  toPariiain^nt  to  raiic  money  byA^^ifotu^l : 
j^g^oW^y  fcyfir^c^y.thi|ij»Ddc.ofK»$iig.n^ 
nc^mg  from  rai&ag  nififiey  by  4  5  percent,.  Aodi.;^  it  wa^ 
evea  <k>uttful  to  hUn«<  whether  flodc^'WOjuid  Mperience  «ny 
rife  hf^f^y  ^tt^tUy  of.  Sock  b^iog  fcdjeemed.by  tim^oieaf^te : 
fibcW. were  ^ .loyr^  during  the  American..  w9r>  3fc,theY<^wef^,| 
|iO)v^y^;^ar capUid m$  npt^thon  fo great;  it  mi^>be((ai^ 
b^He  ^wqw^ct  HftltJicli^Vfeitj.'that  the  we^l^of  tho  naliofi  harf.;* 
£i)jp9v  hW  3Qit4)ieo;  buit  be.lhat.as  it  ipa^^  it  w^  hi?,  opi^ioo  t 
tii^t . ibe  aixKM)n)L jD^  capM  did  .not.ioA^enGe  .the 'price. o£.^« 
ftock§, ; .  it  yvas^  By  the,  jgf  eater  .or  Jefs  {froportion .  of  coafiddiy^^  . 
rcgdted  l|y  tlwj  pM.<?liq  ip  the^iecurity  of  GpYejnoiant^'thlt  thc^, 
il^;e; of  (^Ks  w^  nuf^d  t>r  dopre^.;  die^.i^adnqching  at  *ali  . 
■  todo  withtJ)eaQ)ouot  9f  capital.^  butfer  tlie  prefeii;t..|r<vh^  I 
ot>ly*^o  rcpe^^ihajtb<i»plaamV|r,pro^      vvcntr^o  raife  fpon€»y.  j 
Cintfie^  ^^ry^exjtrjij^rqinarv.tiy-mi.Qf  a.  pci-pctuaL^.peiJv  <»«*:;  . 
Jtwa9,thefetore. proper,  t^t  ft^^cientyifmcihould.bGCgiven^o-  . 
th^  Jloufc/th<^ougl^ly  <o  pxiieiticjhe  ,natur^  iB4-U3Miehcy.*| 
.o(.lhi&  new  ^j^jpon^Qnt^us  |DC)|f|i^e.;  oor.  fzoblil  jier ^pprtoye  , 
.of  (lie .  extraordinary  precipitancy.,  pf  the  honourable  .Gentle-, ,, 
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man  (Mr.  H.' Brown),  who  found  every  "thing  right  and 
laudable  in  the  meafure  though  he  had  heard  iti  merits  diC- 
csfled  and  defcanted  on  only  by  the  right  hwiottrad^le  Gentle- 
man  who  had  ]u(l  propofed  it  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Chafuellor  cf  the  Exchequer  profefled  himfelf  iiadf  to^ 
improve  bis  plan  by  any  hints  which  might  heveaft^'^ 
thrown  oiit  by  the  worthy  B^ronet^  or  any  othaciicNiMrable 
member  \  but  at  prefent  he  could  not  help  eicpi«ffing  feme* 
furprife  at  the  meafure  being  fqDnd  objcdiDnahki.  as^rroww 
ing  money  by  a  perpetual.  5  per  cent.  Siiidy'  Uicl  abforva* 
tion  of  the  worthy  Baronet,  that  ihis  was  bpftowing  tnoney 
at  an  higher  rate  than  was  ever  propofed  to  Parliament,  mull 
appear  an  obfervation  unworthy  the  acutenefsaol  financiiit 
knowledge  ufually  difplayed  by  the  worthy  Barenet.'  For 
this  woiiTd  be  the  cafe  only  while  the  (locks  '^ere  at  50.  The 
remainder  of  the  land  tax  would  bear  a  dijbrcnt  priee,  id 
proportion  as  ftopks  might  afterwards  rife*    There  was  no 

Jiueftion  of  a  nominal  5  per  cent,  nor  could,  jt  bo  pimKed  that 
o  heavy  a  burthen  had  npt  ever  been  entailed  on  .ttbe^ouiilty; 
for  borrowing  thoney  at  prefent  in  the  3  p^r  ceni.:wm]d  b^ ' 
entailing  a  perpetual  6  per  cent,  annuity  on  fibo  nalian ;  as  ' 
to  die  quantity  of  (lock  not  Influencing  its  price»-  fiirdy  tbir 
was.not  confiftent  with  common  obfervatiotii  for  t^e  quan* 
tity  qf  ftock,  like  that  of  every  other  com«K)dityi  muft  tattris 
farihuSf  mor'e  or  lefs  determine  its  price.  i  •  .. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progrefs,  and  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  fit  again  on  Wcdnefday. 

DEPSNCE  OF  The  COCJKTlr.    '  -      . 

Oh  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  BiU,  more  ef- 
fedually  ^o. provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  realm*  &c.  4dc* 

Mr.  Nicholls  faid,  he  hsul  not  oppofed  this  bitl  in  its  ^r<^ 
mh  through  the  Houfc/ becfuifp  it  had  been  ftiggefted  bf 
his  Majefty's  minifters  that  additional  powers  were  xrecti^zxy 
to  enable  his  Majedy  to  defend  his  dominions.  The  MtAi- 
fier^  had  better  meaus  of  being,  informed  that?  he  cooid  have 
of  the  probability  of  an  invafion.  They  were  alfo  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  extent  of  the,  exifting  force  which  coul4 
be  employed  to  refift  that  inv^(ion.  With  thefe  ientiments 
he  could  not  iredft  the  deni^nd  of  the  addition^  ptowers  fi^xmt 
to  be  granteJby  this  BUI  4  but  he  defired  that  in. might  hf 
underftood  he  concurred  to  this  Bill  folely  on  .themiiind  thut 
thefe  additional  powers  were  neccflfary  for  otir  jdetenc&^thaft  ' 
if  the  minlder  availed  himfelf  of  this  bill  to.detaeh  apart  €«fi  : 
our  regutar  army  to  enforc&the  fyftem  of  coercion  in  ireland» 

his 
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hi$  concttrrence  in  this  bill  was  procured  by  dec.eptid!i.r  ^^ 
thought  that  perrevcrancc  ia  the  f^ftem  of  foercionjn  Ire- 
land would  pqco^  defhuQive  lo  this  country.  Hiftory  k^ 
Ihtwfi  turttmi  ttU  attedipts  tbc9erce  (ree^men/who  conplaui 
tiut  their  rights  are  Violated,  hgve  been  uniformly  jneflftc- 

TMi.  Niofciolls'Was  fiere'fcallca  'to  order  by^Mr*  B^tes.j 
.  The  Jjpwila^  obf^rved,  tfiat  In  the  'view '  the  honouiibic 
i^^^iH^trnVi^''^  tlte'fQf)jea;>e  ^  thought  him  ^6T(^\f 
r^idar,  ioAerirtfel^e^  %eoliId  have  <:a)le<i  him  to  or^cr-. ' 

-*4b  Jtf^&»i^*WhcbclIcvedhc  hadbceaperfeH^^^^ 
^I«lieiiHl^ciittffied  a  jp;tant  of  addhional  powers/^  *]tf(hQfe 
pjuvtex^ivere  w«lted  fcr  one  purpofe^  viz.  the  defence ^f  itic 
rdalnv he  aSHfefitdl^fb  the  gfahr^if  they  were  wanited  K>r  ^nof 
ther  pucpofiv  vfe.  ihe  coercion. of  Ireland,  he  ihqMght'  hliif 
diityito  icQflrf be  demand.  '  The  King  had  fod  ^x  ^mil^o^^ 
of  fu{}jefis  iti' Aoief ica  by  the  folly  offoritief  minifters^'^wfi^ 
had  aiidcaroured  to  toerce  the  Americans  when  they  popi- 
platntd  that  thrfr  rights  were  vioIatecJ.  ...•/,,.. 

.{Mr.  NickoHs  wa^  (railed  to  order  by  the  Spcatcr^.Uf 
jdtyteffflg.'intathe  Aaterician  war,  and  arraigning  ^the^con-r 
dvA  of  tbe'fon&HCf  mtnilier^ ;  hut  he  apolc^ijed  and  a^pipt 
piooaedeil]*^.'^ "'  ,,./ ,.^  ' ,. . ',/ 

Iftfae  prefen*  fyftem  of  coercion  In  Ireland  wa?'pur(^c4,h^ 
feared  the  King' might  lofe  his  ful^je^s  in  tbatifla^id' alfq. 
It  had  been  fuRgefted  by  the  Chancello'r  of  tlielSxciie^uW 
thirihcflr.wexcrliefcriptibns  bfmen  in  Ireland  who  had  enter- 
ed into  connexion  with  France.  It  was  poffible  tliat  this 
mtg^t  be  true ;  but  there  wanted  not  examples  in  hiftgry  IQ 
flieer  th^meit  might  be  bfdught  back  to  their  allegiance .  by^ 
conciliatary  uieafiires;  even  after  they  had  committed  tre^r 
foDsMe  ad&i'  PHili^  II.  had,. by  conciliatory  meafures,,  re*-^ 
gaieed.tenpilOtfiACes'of  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries,  after  the^ 
iidialtttaiiiis  had'beeti  iri  open  rebellion.  But  no  '^nftance 
coutd.be  fhown  in  hiftOry  that  doercion  had  ever' regained 
the»--i[MT;  "Ni^hoHs  ^i^s  again  called  to  order,  aiid  fa< 
downs') •.,■!*'♦•:'".>:  ."       ''        '",'/'' 

\^<!imMhr  cf  iht  Exch'^quirxKhti  rofe,  and  obferyed,' 
that^'thrhonotmibtbCjr^ntlemaii  Who  jxlft  fat  down  was.  not 
dIfoniei%#7hwje|>fcvatioire/4Vle'2ift;i^  fuperfluous.'.  The 
purfK>{e whicki  thlthmim>falj1e',Gftitleiiien  was  pleafed  to 
ihpppfeltoikaiRe'^liveA  fife  to  tH^  pfcfcfht  nieaTiir^  ha^  never 
been  fo4mich?tefagge1t^  or  ihlntM  at/eith^r  by  thdfe  Who, 
approved  f f  ther||})^re>"  or  IJy *  thprc  who  t'jppol't-d ^  Ir,  ^"  Iri- ' 


'Mxd'Tfelaiifflii^  never  tjceki^  much  *as  i»i;ntipA€[d ;.  jf^  his 
:)Mrt,  Ikimi hM^  filter >iVy  G^fl^m^ «^c«rjr^. .^^J^^ 

'Getttiaifiih  colirefled  lf{s  ianofance  Swhh  if^fc^'fo  Uifi  fyfp 
-«f  ^IMbilQ  fas  tb*  liiHifl^  'Wa6t6n1y  in  (he  inoft  m«rc^«^s 
SDifreprefcntation,  and  to  reprefcnt  as  Anigfll|DK  ^  ^^-i^ 
yoi^  men  Wbamoi^^ 

^mOs^  'cdnfeinilg  in  dpanlreaTdp  y^iti^if^lim 
IHVetirate iricttiy,  ih  oi;^  tp^rea  intrt^^^. J^'"  ^* ^^ 

vlhtoeirtidyco^  ;  WiHt  wereb^  taijii^jj'^ 

1h^  to^Wlloii  that  oWfcr  aiid  Irtn 
fand'hot  by  everting  everv  iheatis  of  vigour^  biy.,  wU^b*^^xie 
itiit  rprrit  cdiifd  he  driiihed  and'extinguilhed  which  Went  to 
IHeUnhihitation  of  2itl  the  political  mTtitutions,  in  diefai^ 
.Wf  %hit!h;tttc  Ki)rt.  fecntlitrfan*  fMr.  NicRolTsJ  ^lid  be^Tp 
loud.  Wa^Wat  h'dh6il^able  "Ctenian  duTv  afani^,  tlul 
^ffeHc  thiis'l^Akfe  df'rdfpin^  'the  juft  r^pverit^  of  Govem? 
ment  again^  fuch  nien*as  fie  fiad  ilercrib^»  he  vfia  only  en- 

ij  he- «Qiaj|(l 

undoubtedly  be  rather,  dtffiorcd  to.  ftren^tbra  the  Wom^ 
ObybhiAibnt,  hjr^ifhidt  kldhe  ^is  daring  a^  q^ttageoi^  |gK 
rft'cin  tfe  ft]{)>bye(rdd,;  thaii  to  contri^te  to  |^ vp.it  f<>lf^f^ 
iitthce'by  his  lhe\fche&;  asttTiad  alrdady  hcen.hut.tqot^m^ 
conntemitdi^  aAd  eh^Wdened  by  fpeech^s  ^d  {iV™^^f^4<n» 
by  keetttig^  and  cl6b^'o^  this  fideof  the  Water.  The  (y^b^tf, . 
i^i^^ttrfliirlgm  tretahd,  wstSi  in  his  convidion,  ^  iyl^m 
df Metifhce  tfa^  >V^  abfdlutely  necelHiry  for  the  ptote^^pq,!^. 
fht  i^eH  meaning  and  toy^l  part  of  th^t  country^  and  ^pK.tJ)y9. 
dfTskpj^intm'ettt  knd  puiiilhinent  of  thofe  whofe  pcoflig?^  fna- 
^^inatiohs  vrett  every  day  plotting  the  dellruaiotl  oif,:ffi|fir^ 
and  of  the  ConRituttoti.  He  would  therefore  again  se|(e8|l«i 
thlt  he  would  never  permit  any  member  of  that  Houie  to 
make  ibch  tnifchievous  mlfreprefentationSy  without  givinsr, 
them  a  dircA  contradiaioni  and  without ntiarkmjgtlMai  with' 
thbR'etfttTiet§<rfdiRp^robation\vhfcK  they  *fo  loudfy  called- 
forimf  *fb  fufln^d^rervWI.  He  could  only  4cfy  the  boikiUjr«« 
able  G^tl^ttifstn  to  exptatik  what  Ke  had  advanced.    .  ^ 

Mr.  Hi^lh  rof^  to  e^oKin,  but  as  he  again  digre'fled  Into 
th^  ffate  of  f  rfcht)d,  s(nd  the  order  iitued  by  Qvnvnii  A^T 
(ffotfibie,  lie  ^as  reminded  by  the  Speaker  that  tllat  was  UDOt^ 
etpfauiafloft* '  "^  '  *  • 

-    .     .  The 
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TbtChMcilbr  0/tie  Exchijuer  then  brought  up  a  clacife, 
rniiffingj  that  all  tfaofe  who  ihoold  enrol  thmifelves  iir  Vo- 
Itmteer  coq>t»  ihauld  nol  be'  call«d  out  but  in  cafe  of  a£biftl 
invafion,  or  in  cafe  of  real  danger,  &c.  ' 

This  claufe  was  added  to  the  bin,  which  was^  then  read  a 
tbifd  time  and  paflM. 

The  cbmmlWees  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  of  Means 
were-diefefTed  tilV  Wednerdty»  dnd  the  other  orders  x)f  the  day 
were  poAptmei  till  Wednefday  the  17th  inft. 

Several -accounts,  orders,  and  r^ulations  were  prefented 
ifroni  the  committee  of  thfe  African  Company  for  the  year 
1796,  and'ordeted  to  be  laid  on  fhe  table*       * 
■    Adjourned. 

.       HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  ^riV  3. 

The  commitment  of  the  AKenf  Bill  was  put  of  to  Thar  & 
day. 

General  WVflsk  put  df  bis  motion  about  the^  Maroons  f6 
Thtrrfday ;  in  cohipliance,  as  he  informed  the  Ibaaht  with 
thedefire  of  fe?e#al  Gentlemen  around  him. 

Mr.  Ti/rrwydefired  to  know -when  the  lift  of  Penfions»  fat 
^hich  he  had  tHoired/  was  lilcely  to  be  laid  upon  the  Uble — 
He  anfwcrfed  from  the  Titeifiiry  Bench ;  the  next  day. 

Mr.  ft^ihfffarci prefented  a  petition  from  thepeopk  called 
QoakerSy  againft  the  contintiance  of  the  Slave  Trade* 

Mfr.  ffUfifhiitd  zfkcd  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  he  had  anv  inten- 
lion  of  bringit^  in  his  promifed  Bill  for  amending  tne  Poor 
Laws,  during  the  prefent  Seffion  ?  n 

The  Chancilior  of  the^Ejcchtfjuer  faidy  be  hardly  imagined 
fhe  multiplich'y  of  buGnefs^  that  preiled  for  difpatch^  would 
allow  him  to  bring  it  in  during  this  Seflion^ 

SLAVB  TKADE. 

'  Mr.  fFifter force. h^gkn  by  obferriog,  that  though  the  fub- 
USt  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  was  onet  with  which 
be  had  been  foiamiliar  that  there  fcarcely  had  feemed  to  be 
room  for  any  new  emotionsi  yel  on  turning,  his  mind  more 
imnsediMely  to  this  great  ^tteftion»  and  fixing  Us  attention 
moit  cloMy  on  the  feveral  partiqulars  included  within  it^.  fo 
many  new  ttid.  powerful  feelings  ru ihed  into  his  sund,  Sis  al- 
moft  to  disqualify  him  for  the  cool  and  delibctau  difchargt^ 
Yot.  II.  I79«.  H  h         -  6f 


234  WeOOFALUS  PARLIAM£IITARY  RfiPOIt.TS.       [C«MMo«ft, 

df  the  duty  he  was  now  ttiidena]lii»g--*rFiecUti^  oC  ircgi«tiaad 
picy^-of .  lurprife,  Qiame,  and  4nd^itati0i»»^befer wew  e)(citnl 
wkhin^bitp  .^pt  tpo,nngra,UyK,:  when  piaffing- bcfiye.lMiii^^tfa^ 
horrid  circqmftances  of  ^ho.^aufe  he  w^  about  to  pieati^  te^fa- 
ciblle(£^.vrhcr^«  and  1)^%^  M^jiooik  it  W^  tburiie  was  fd^ading 
it.  That  it  was  before  tlut  very  Houfe^oC  GonouHttOfl,  Wfa£<£ 
^ad  acknoi(vIedgedlhe  reality^  of  ^^i^Khe/cvik  he  haii  teCed/^Hid 
had  refolyed  ere  now  to.put  j^f)  end  CQibeni*  >.  It  jwasa  iiMilttff 
of  foiid  comfort  to  his  mindi  IV^r»  W.  ^cclired^'  .that^^wliatevar 
were. die  various  feelings  the  prelent  oGcafion  called  fdrth 
^ithiu  hlq^>  a  ^lipg  ofremorie  was  not  of  the  number.  Hw 
corifcicnce  did  not  reproach  him  with  having  hetrajjied  or  ne- 
glc3c4  this  important  bufinefs ;  and  it  was  becsiule  he  was-  re- 
tolved  lo  continue  a  firanger  to  this  word  fpeciesof  aocufatton, 
that  he  was  now  about  again  to  bring  forward  the  queftion. 
After  the  conduA  which  the  Houfe  had  already  pttrfoed^  he 
fcarce  knew  iiow  to  hope  or  almoft  what  to  wiih,  hut  he  was 
refolved  on  giving  th^m  one  mor6  opportunity  of  wiping  away 
die  fouled  ox  all  blots  on  their  own  charafier^andoa  die  an- 
nals of  their  country:  And  firft  he  mud  require  the  re(b)otion 
to  be  jtafi^  jto  diem  which  had  pafTed  in  17929'  dtclariog  that 
th<5  Slav^  Trade  (hould  ccafe  from  and  after  the  ift  of  January 
1706      (This  was  read  at  die  table  accordingly.)  -i 

The  circumflances  under  which  the  Houfe  came  to  thpt-de* 
ternjination  were  well  worthy  of  remark.  It  was  not  a  fudden 
rcfolution^.haftily  forced  from  them  by  tlie  outraged  feelings 
of  humamty.  but  the  refult  of  a  mod  diligent  and  laborious 
examination,  by  a  committee,  durUig  a  great  part  of  diree  fc(^* 
fiops  of  Parliament.  The  reports  of  this  committee  were 
weighed^  and  (crutinized,  and  fblbwed  by  long  and  repeated 
difcuffions  within  thefe  walls.  All  the  charges  he  had  brou^ 
againft  the  Slave  Trade  were  fubdanttated,  and  the  fub- 
Ibncedf  them  acknowledged  even,  by '"his  warmeft  opponent!!. 
Often  as  he  had  been  compelled  to  ftatethcfcto  the  Houfe, 
'yet  as  they  dill  exided»  it  was  his  duty  dill  to  urge  themonitsf 
notice.  The  flavc  trade  was  proved  Co.  be  the  caufc  of  loilg  and 
extended  wars  between  nation  and  nation  ;  it  produced  innu» 
mcra.^lc  a^  of  individual  depredation.  The  petty  chteftains 
were  rendered  the  opprcffprs  and  r^v^gprs  of  tbc  very  diftridtf 
of  which  they  \yerc  the  natiiraj  guardians.  A^  barWrous  and 
fanguuiary  rupcrftVtian  waseni^qur^qd  and  chcriftied  s^  a  fource 
of  ru4>pry  10  the  flave  market ;  cy^n  the  fountain  of  jiiftice  it- 
felf  was  corrupted,  and  diat  wfhich  (hould  have  been  the  parent 
of  Ctrde'r  anclTecurity,  was  made  an  indrument^qf  rapine  and 
defolatioii — ^all  was  turned  inio  this  great  channel^  and  thtis 

was 
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was  fvAamed  a  fyftem  of  mere  complicated  wickednefs  anl 
cmeUy  than'  ever  before  exified  aiticing  men.  He  had  former- 
ly mentioned^' aiid  he  muA  mentiM  again,  that  moft  ftriking 
USt  m  fBOKkfat  h»  ^Btttiba^  that  when  two  Gentlemen  cm- 
ployed  bv  ^  SievraLeon^  QOitfRahy  had  pbhctrated  to  a  confir 
d^mhle  diftaasB  ittlMid^  where  the  face  of  tiie  white  man  had 
never  bfleifc  feed,  the  fiate  of  ibciety  was  found  more  advanced 
hy:two  orAreelcemttries  than  upon  the  coaft,  where  the  "na- 
tiviB9  bad  hem'  io^che  habits  of  conftant  intercourfe  Wfth  the 
tmdfi  pcib(hcd  natioiu  of  Enrope  for  two  or  three  hundred 
years.  Xhoa  the  (hive  trade  was  able  to  falfify  arid  difprove 
the  eftabliflied  nlaxim,  that  civilization  always  began  on  the 
fea .  coaft,  and  gnulualiy  penetrated  into  the  interior. '  What' 
greater repioacbcould attach  upon  the  BritKhnanfie,  than  that' 
which  this  extrabrdmary  fi3  brought  home  to  us ;  which  proved 
that  our  interferetice  tended  only  to  corrupt,  darken,  dnd  bat- 
bar4^9  and  that  it  muft  be  the  ardent  w\(h  of  thefe  African' 
fa?age$  <o  hevleft  unniole{led  in  their  native  deferts,  and  not  he 
cuuiiled  by  oor  rttinotu  intrufion, 

^  What  WQoderwas  it  then,  that  the  Houfe  was  unable  to 
re(ifl,fQ(;b  a  daimvon  their  juftke  and  humanity,  made  in  Ta- 
▼our  pf  a  fimrtb  part  of  the  habitable  globe  ?  Well,  ^Mt.  W. 
faid)  did  he  reQiODbec^  that  even  they  who  could  not  bring 
themfelves  to  voting  for  immediate  abolition,  yet  condemned 
the  flave  trade  in  the  ftro5|eft  term^  of  reprobation — Nor  was 
itonly  CD  religion,  and  juuice,  and  humanity  that  th^  sippeaT 
was:  made*  His  right  honourable  Friend,  with  a  minutehefs  of* 
refJKirch  and  a  detail  of  calculation,  which  enforced  conviflibn 
on  dxe  moft  onwilltng  minds,  eftabliihed  beyond  difpute  that 
the  ilaves  a&nally  in  the  iflands  were  fufficient  in  number  to' 
enfore  the  population  being  maintained  without  any  frefli  re- 
cruita  from  Aftica.  Bat  that  argument,  if  not  then  complete, 
had  forely  ilnoe  became  fo,  and  even  they  who  contended  that' 
fomc  addittous  to  the  population  were  neceflary,  could  not  deny ' 
that  tbefe  had  aioce  than  been  fupplied  by  the  multitudes  which 
had-beeo^Dought  from  Africa  from  the  year  1792  to  the  pre- 
fei^t  period, 

Mn  Wilberfeoce  faw,  he  foid/  but  one  objeAion  which  Was 
likflly  robe  iM^ajgaififthirftWkhiany  force.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
moDS,  it  fQig^t  be  alleged,  had  laft  year  addrefied  the  CroWn, 
bainiiiy  jequefiitig;bis  Majefty  10  fend  inftrudions  to  the  Go- 
verpora  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  dlrefting  them  to  concert 
fe^b-meafiires 'liiih  the  different  legtflative  aflbknblies,  as  by 
prac«p»Hg;the  popnlation  of  the  iflands  might  gradually  render  ] 
theflavt;  trader  JefsnECefiary^  and  finally  lead  to  its  total  ter-  ' 

H  b  2  roinatioq. 
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mioatign.    Mr«  W«  remarked*  that  he  mi^  jn 

1^  receptioo  finpm  the  Hoqlc^  if  be  (bouU  picipoie  to  i 

aod  revofc  what  was  d>en  agjc^  upon.     But  fe'far  was  thk 


froQi  beins  the  cafe,  that  the  venr  contrary  was  thetnstfi — 
7I1C  iseaHire adopted  laftjcar*  without  thatwhich  he  w^ now 
^tjig^Dg.foffwacd«  would  be  illufory  and  umrufiiig;  wIlutaA 
aflbcjatfd  with  aboiitioo,  it  would  be  eficicat  aiul  coai|ri(Ae.  It 
was  an  argomcnt  perhaps  which  would  have  mat  we^^  with 
ibcae  of  tusoppooentSy  to  prove  at  leaft,  that  thcte  was  ootfiing 
inconCiilent  in  the  two  proceedings,  that  the  right  honoarMc 
GttMkmm,  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  took  the  moft  aAWc  part 
afsinlk  iauacdiatr  abolition*  having  biought  ferwan)  a  Arin^ 
ot  refolutfons*  of  which»  the.  kfl  propoCnl  an  addrefi  id  the 
Crown  verjr  fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  adbpird  bftyear^ 
fct  out  in  tne  firft  of  them  with  refoUing  that  die  ibvc  ttade 
iiiould  be  aboliihed*  The  right  honobrable  Gentlcnian  4iftr- 
cd  inde'ed  from  Mr.  W.  as  to  the  time  when  this  Jxdicion 
ihoold  take  place,  but  concurred  with  him  in  thinking  that  its 
duration  oug^t  to  be  limited^  in  order  to  render  the  meafusieft 
which  might  be  taken  in  the  iflatuls  of  any  nsal  eficA.  ^at 
this  was  a  cafe  in  which  the  authority  of  the  right  boooftnaUe 
Qcntlcman  was  not  wanted.  It  mud  be  felf-^yidentio  any  one 
at  all  acquainted  with  th^  general  principles  of  human  naturrv 
and  the  particular  circumftances  d  the  Weft  Itidia  iflands,  that 
tbe  regulations  framed  by  the  colonial  legiflatures  with  a  Tiew 
to  promote  the  population  of  the  IflandSt  would  be  inefficient 
in  themfelyes.  What  were  thpfe  regulations  to  be  ?  Of  coarfe, 
ifijun^ons  and  legiilative  proyifions^  prefcribing  the  tjuantity 
oiFfood,and  cloathing,  and  labobr,  and  medical caie» and  idigiout 
hiftrui^ion  which  the  flaves  were  to  receive,  the  degree  aift>  df 
corre^icm  the  mailer  (hould  be  allowed  to  exercife.  But  wa< 
ft  not  obvious^  that  diiFer^nt  proportions  of  all  thefe  wouQ  be 
required  according  to  the  different  ifituation  and  circumftances 
of  the  ^ftatcs.  For  inftancCf  ^  ga^ig  wbic^  Kad  plenty  of  pro- 
Yifion^ground  allotted  to.  theti^^  would  want  a  imaller  allow- 
ance of  corny  and  vicf  ver/a  a  gang  which  was  weakfy,  could 
perform  kb  work,  whereas  from  one  which  confided  of  fltong 
apd  healthy  negroes  a  larger  quantity  of  work  might  resrfonaUy 
be  required.  Again^  as  to  inedical  care  and  religiQuiTrAruc* 
tion--^i6ticnt  cUatcs  wpuld  pll  for  different*  ree;ulations  ac- 
cording to  their  refpcflive  circumftanccs :  And;'  ErfHy»  as  to 
CQrred^ion  and  pqniflxment,  the  degree  of  thefe  which  would 
bc(neceffaryi  woyld  vary  according  to  the  prevjoufly  exifttng 
(late  of  djfcipUnei  according  to  the  good  or  bad'dtfpoGtion  c^ 
the  flaves,  an4  (heir  confiding  of  more  or  ^wcr  imported  Af- 
ricans 
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Fi<;a^  In  (h^ifU  itW4$  obvioi^,  that  no  fct  of  tvgiilafiofii 
i;ool4  b€  fnm^  wbifib  wouW  be  iiniv^rfally  appricaUe;  HiH 
lliaa  Jaws  c9UDnptipoun.tera£t  the  natifre  or  thinp;s»  ^0f  adjujlk 
ivitb  definite  precifioA  that  yrhlcK  from  its  own  nature  is  ini^ 

;.  ifiut  not  only  WIS; it  imi^ible  tp  Jevifc  ^(et  of  regolatiotu 
actapte^.jtq  tkeend  in  ^uedion,  but  if  devifed  how  couM  they 
^car^/uvtp  cffed?  Let  Gentlemen  put  the  cafe  of  fimilar 

^  ijoks  bciiig'aj^cwiptff^l  tol^e  enforced  in  the  management  of  fa«* 
joilies  in  ttiU  country,  and  how  difficult,  how  invidtoys  woul4 
be  thct^^iequ^tion.QC  tbenot  much  more  then. in  a  country  in 
wl^icb  ^f^^jettimony  of  the  Blacks,  feven-cighths  of. the  toin- 
mquitji  ,fM  jffmg^  admiffible,  it  would  be  itnpoflHife  to  adduce 
cvidenc^^qf^tKaabufes  which  might  really  exift.  Bat  thcfere^ 
,guIations  dF^wjbich  xio  bumah  laws  could  fepure  ij^e  obfervaoco 
m'tghtf^4^midmto^tk&  by'rendedng  it  the  Orohg  and  aa^ 
^i&A,  intereil  of  every  owner  df  an  eftate  to  attend  to  the  exe^^ 

.  cutioi)  of^theoi^ 

Were  it  bpce  clear  thjt  np  farther  fupplies  were  to'  be  ex«% 
{eded&oro^Afrlca  it  would  immmediately  become  the  firft 

'.^fKinceraofevcryo^ner  of  an  eflate  to  maintain  and  en^reafe- 
its  populapon*    Here  then  a  principle  would  be  introduced 

..  adapting  itfcif  to.all  cafes,  and  varying  with  all  circumftances; 
fuUinffij^lf  to  the  fituation,  whatever  it  might  be,  of  the  ow- 
iier  mj9,  gang  of  Negroes  and  urging  him  more  fiirely  and  hfiorc 
incedantLj than  all  pie  poTitive Jaws  in  the  world,  toadmiihifter 

.  fuch.proportions  as  might  be  needful  of  food,  and  cloathirig,  and 

■  latx>uc«and  inftni<9tion,  and  punifliitient     ThTswas  notmero 

.  fpeculation;  it  was  univerfally  allowed  that  the  fituation  ofthe 
flaves  bad  been  greatly  improved  of  hte  years,  and  to  what  had 
this  been  owing,  but  to  the  expc£latlon  of  an  abolition  taking 

.  .place,  which  would  re;nder  it  neccffary  for  theiVi  to  depend 
hcnp:felrth  on  their,  own  internal  population.  But'  on  the 
ground  that  jbe  abolition  was  to  bepoftpbned  for  an  uncertain 
period,,  what  Inducements' would  the  Weft  India  planters  feel 
^to  leod  flicmlplvcs  to,  the  fexecution  ofthe  fyftem  which  the  co- 
Jonial  iegiflaturc  (hould  lay  down  for  them  ? 

Conl^de^ ing  how  difficult  and  how  invidiouV  ?t  wotiid'be  to 

,    attempt  to  enforce  the  prafitce  of'  thefc  Icgiflatite  ^rovHion^. 

•.  which. would  co  to  the  interior  of  every  domeftic  artangcment, 
r  was  it  to  be  believed  that  all  this  would  be  fubmittcM  to  i  Fot- 
what  I  For  the  avovvcd  piirpofc  of  accelera^rig  the  iabotitbn  of 
.tbe^e  trade,  an  eVcnt  which  the  Weft  Irtdiatts  in  geticral 
have  ftankly  declared  they  conCder  as  in  the  higheft  degree  in* 
iprioos  10  t^eir  interdls.  Thi^  v^uld  be. to  fuppofe  that  men 
^  *  •  would 
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woaldTubject  themfelve^  to  a  difcipline  which  no  aflignable 
reward  would  be  fufficient  to  induce  them  to  undergo^  for 
the  fake  of'  bringing  ^pdn  thetnielves  what  they  believe  to 
be  OBcr^  the  gf  eate(t  of  all  {niniihnients. 

The  obfervarions  which  he  hid  juft  made,  Mr.  W.  add-' 
cd  was  fyflkientto  prove  that  the  LegiflatiVe  AflembTy  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  ccuM  not  enforce  the  execiWlon  of  fuch. 
regulalioits,  aa  they  might  pr6fcrtbe»  if  they  Were  evf:r  fo 
wtUing^  ahd  alfo  that  it  cooid  not  be  fnppcrfed  ihty  would, 
naakfe'the aEtcempt  with  any  real  cordialhy: ;' 

Ina^l'thefe  fp^culaiioas  concerning  the  cfFeft  'of  any.te- 
guiattoas  operating  in  the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  prbtc^ibn  of 
Sla^^f  Midemen  muft  l>ekr  in  ti^ind,  that  there  'was  a  cer- 
tain fjf>nt  di  €9ffrj  which  varying  in  naiture  and  kind,,,  na- 
turatty  bdoni^  10  every  community — In  the  Weft  Indies  it^ 
wm  a  £By0w  feeling  for  the  rights  and  authority  of  mafters  y 
fomt  curious  proofs  of  this  were  aflbrded  by  the  papers  re- 
cently ffanfmitted  from  the  Colonial  Aftembiies  and  laid  on' 
the  taUe  of  the  Houfe.     Thefe  were  indeed  extraordinary 
documents.    TTie  committee  of  the  Aflcitibly  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher%  which,  when  the  e/prit  de  corps  i^as  in  adion  for 
the  de£snce  of  all  the  planters  in  general  againft  charges  never, 
urged  but  againft  individuals,  maintained  that  all  was  perfect . 
in  their  management ;  now,  when  it  was  no  longer  the  ob-. 
je&  principally  in  view  to  ftate  the  general  treatment  of . 
Slaves  as  \o  unexceptionally  good  ;  'that  very  aflTembly  itfelf 
frankly  declared,  that  the  allowances  of  food  ufually  given 
by  mafters  m  their  Slaves  were  too'  fmall,  and  that  in  (hort, 
the  (enfis  of  intereft,  which  ufed  to  be  held  up  as  fully  fuffi- 

iient  to  tnfure  the  Slave  abundance-  of  every  kind  of  necef- 
acy,  was  not  powerful  enough  to  induce  the  mafters  to  feed 
and  clothe  their  (laves  fo  well  as  to  enable  them  to  go.through 
their  work  with  fpirit.  But  the  moft  thinking  Uluftratioi^ 
of  this  principle  of  the  e/prit  de  corps,  was  furnilha)  by  thq 
returns  f nan  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  with  a  view  to 
proving  that  **  the  criminal  courts  of  juftice  had  always^  (tq 
ufe  tbcir  own  words)  taken  cognizance  of  barbarous  treat- 
ment of  flaves  in  the  iame  manner  as  crimes  of  a  fl^^ilar  na- 
ture comouQed  againft  white  men."  In  ^ort,  they  frankly 
declared,- ^^  that  it  does  not  appear  to  them  that  any  othef 
lavrs.arc  neceiiary  for  the  piirpofe  of  proteding  Qaves  againft 
any.j)Qrfiins  who  fliall  ^mmit  ads  of  violence  or  injuftice 
tQWvds  them," — and  then  they  bring  forward  their  extra6t$^ 
fromiite  records  in  proof  of  this  opiniop.    But  I^  thefe  in-  ^ 

"      ftancci' 
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ftaiices  be  a  lUUcScpixiiiized.  Tbetfiffft  'and  (bcotid  are  of 
tv^opcrrons»  pxo&cuted  for  aft^of  wai4an.<iruelt](,  thecne 
on  a  male,  the  other  oa  afemsde.iUvei  by  cutting  offithetr 
ears.  The  aft  of  Aflcmbty,  which  wa$  pafled  ia  lyS^f  ejc* 
prefsly,  deqlares. that . f<  any  ^mufm  oc.pofleflbr  of  aAy  NegnH 
or  other  Have*  \ybo  fluillwilfiuUy  and  wantcHilf  cut  out^&c 
thetongu^,  put.out,  ^c.^eye^  flitibf«norc»  tar,<orlip)!or 
cut  off  a  noie^ear.  Of  4ip4  or  caufe  the  fame  to  be  iione»  ihdl 
be  fined  five  hundred  pounds,  and^imprifoiied  in^tiiftcolnatibtt 
jail,  fior  fix  months^"  But  this  thpOMticp^aIty*>iiriniiot 
fan£lioned  b^f  thcpradico  of  ahe'Coulrts>  for  iit'ihe  twQtma 
ftances  aibQve  mentiooedy  which  took  plaorin  Jhaae  ij94f 
the  deii^qyents  being  convi^d,  wef^  flned/  4iie*\9iie  ^ook 
thd  other  5oI«  and  in  neither  cafewas  there  aogri^Dprtfofi* 
xnent..  But  tHe  third  inftance  was  a  ftill  more  renkasfcaUe 
one.  An  in  trance  of  favage  and  wanton  barbarityi  rcndend 
ftnt  more  atrocious  by  its  beins  committed  againft  the  help^ 
lefsnefs  of  infancy.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Herbert,  g'^ggtd 
and  dread^'ully  lacerated  the  mouth  of  »  child  of  fix  years  oldy 
infomuch  that  its  life  was*defpaired  of.  He  was  profecated 
for  the  ofFence;  the  hSL  was  undeniable,  and  Curious -in- 
deed was  the  verdiS  of  the  jury :  *^  Guiky^  if  inumAratt 
comSfion  of  a  Slavf  b)  his  MaR^r  be  a  crime  imH^aiiSf**  Tfe 
remember,  in  an  ifland,  in  which  **  the  courts  of  joftice  ^ad^ 
always  taken  cognizance  of  the  barbarous  treatment  of  flaTes 
in  the  fame  manner  as  of  white  and  free  people  i*'  Yct,inf 
\  fpite  of  this  uniform,  pradice,  fo  ftrange,  fo  novel  Sm  idea  did 
it  appear  to  the  jury,,  that  a  mailer  fhould  be  punifhedfor 
cruelty  to  his  flave»  that  they  did  not  feel  themfelves  juRified 
in  pronouncing  fentencc^^ainft  a  wretch  who  had  thus  dif- 
graced  hU'  manhood.  The  court,  which  to  fpeak  fairly, 
appears  to  have  been  defirous  of  doing  its  duty^  pronotmted^ 
atter^  taking  time  to  confider,  that  this  was  a  crime  indiift- 
ablcj^  but. the  utmoft  punifhment  which  they  felt  tlKntfcdves 
at  llbcftJ;jo  inflia  was,  a  fine  of  forty  {hillings  currency,  or 
about,  t^rjty'rtiilUngs  ftcrliiig.  But  the  mattcr.ditivnot  eUd 
here./; *This  very  Herbert,  aftcf\yjirds  Ijrougbt  his  adiosi 
agalnft,theprovo(t.j^^arihal,  for.  havii^  taken  the  pooriin«*' 
ofiendlh^  boy  Into  huixuft9dy,  fartlv  that  the  chad  might- bo. 
fortl  <iorai  n^ /partly  jto  fave.  him  from  the  vfoldhce  of  his 
bryttl/^a^.qr,^  T^c  Piovoft  »Mafl:er  was  calft,  and  affer  ?i! 
longpoujj^^oCj^flicial  proceed  have  had  Jiea^y 

dam'ages  tp^a^  iuijd  heliiot^  got  off  op  a  po|i)t^f  iaw:-  -  Her*i' 
belt  was '^nfid^red  as  a  perlecuted  man^  ihe  perfons  who. 
'  *     '  had 
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had  taken  die  kad  in  profeciittng  hitt  were  oniverTiily  re* 
:probited9  and  be  himfeif  becmie  one  of  the  mcA  popuhr  cha- 
ncers in  the  comnranity.  The  fbaitb  and  only  remain- 
iBg  cafe  wai  not  much  better  than  the  preceding  ones.  But 
IM  which  Mr.  Wilberfeice  wiihcd  parrictihrly  to  prtTs  an  the 
Hooie  wat^ '  that  theft  akt  were  not  iele£ted  bj  him.  In  or« 
^  ip.pfove  that  flam  did  not  enjpy  tht  protrAion  d£  equal 
hmtl  but  they  were  Qtfes  tranfmitded  by  the  Aflemblies 
tbemfeiveS)  at.  prooft  and  fafttt&dory  evidences^  that  negroes 
enjoyed  the  (ame  kgai  pkoieAion  as  white  peopi^.  Was  it 
poOme  4or  any  thing  to  evince  more  clearly  the  (orct  of  pre- 
jo^cc;^  or  to  ibew  the  impra£bcability  d[  giving  to  flavcs 
the  fecnrity  lUid  comfortf  of  a  ihoe  of  freedom  ? 

But  not  to  detain  the  Houfe  longer  on  this  branch  of  die 
areument^  both  reafiMfi  9ind  experience  r^dered  it  unqueftion* 
lUy  clear,  that- if  die  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  place  in  wMe 
dependence,  for  f$ie  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  on  regular 
dons  to  be  enibrced  by  die  colonial  aflemblies,  it  would  find 
itfelf  fatally  deceived*  Bpt>  in  addition  to  all  this,  ler  it  be 
lememberedy  that  the  afleinblie^  and,  in  panicular,  the 
Aflembly  of  Jamaicay  have  always  plainly  acknowleged,  thai 
it  was  their  objed  to  go  on  importing  until  ihey  (hould  have 
broQght  into  cultivation  all  their  barren  lands,  amounting  to 
more  than  twice  the  number  which  are  now  cultivated. 

Mr.  W.  (aid  he  would  now  fbortly  touch  on  another  argur 
ment,  which  he  bad  before  had  occaCion  to  uree,  and  to 
which  every  year  brought  fre{K  weight.  He  alluded  to  the 
extreme  danger  of  infurre£lion9»  and  to  the  new  grounds  of 
appreheafion,  which  were  kid  in  the  emancipating  fyflem 
introduced  by  the  Frencli  into  their  iflands.  Was  it  poflible 
for  any  to  be  fo  infatuated  as  not  to  be  [deHrous  of  pre|iar{ng 
fer  that  change  of  fyftem,  which,  by  gentle  or  by  violent 
means,  moft  'ere  long  take  place,  and  towards  which  the  ficft 
Hep  muft  be,  to  ftop  the  faither  importation  of  Slaves  from 
Africa.  Could  we  be  weak  enough  to  believe,  that  pur  iflands 
would  remain  in  their  prefent  ftate  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
French  iflands,  in  v^hich  the  flaves  are  relieved  from  alt  the 
falling  marks  of  inferiority  i 

Mr.  W.  declared  fcd^mnly,  that  he  anticipated  the  moft 
6tal  confcqucnces  from  perfcvcring  *m  their  prefent  courfc  of 
aVltlually  importing  frefh  combuflible  matter,  when  all  was 
already  but  too  near  to  an  expiofipn.  He  walhed  his  bands  of: 
the  blood  which  fliould  be  fpllled— more  than  once  he  had 
Warned  rhem  of  their  danger :  but,  as  an  Engjifiiman  alibt 
smd  as  a  Mcmbirrfor  a  gteat  county^  he  feh  it  his  duty  10  ob- 
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je£t  agSMnft  the  continuance  of  a  fyftem  which  annually  called 
upon  his  conftituents  to  expend  their  blood  and  treafure  in  ot- 
der  to  fuftain  it.  He  had  been  at  the  trouble  to  enquire  into 
the  number  of  flave  (hips,  which  were,  taken  on  their  paflage 
front  Afirica  to  the  Weft  Indies  The  cargoes,  as  they  arc 
called^  of  all  thefe,  are  carried  by  the  Frencli  to  fome  port  in 
their  iflandst  where  they  are  made  free,  and  trained  as  foi- 
diers.  The  number  vns  confiderable :  in  the  year  1796, 
there  were  above  3000  of  (hefe  ;  in  1707,  above  170CJ ;  and 
thus  we  carried  on  this  fyftem  of  wickednefs.  and  cruelty,  the 
ibve  trade,  in  order  to  furnifti  the  enemy  with  the  beft  in« 
ilruments  they  could  e/ppjoy  for  the  fubjugation  of  our  iflands, 
and  againft  whom  we  (hould  have  to  wage  unequal  war  in  a 
climate  which  >youid  continue  to  prove,  as  it  had  been^  the 
grave  of  our  brave  countrymen. 

There  was  another  confkleration  which  he  would  briefly 
prefs,  particularly  on  thofe  Gentlemen  who  had  been  the  moUf 
forward  in  condemning  the  wild  theories  of  France,  and  hef 
pretended  Rights  of  Man.  Sorry  he  was  to  recolIe£t  that  he 
had  been  deferred  by  any  of  that  defcription.  Above  all 
others,  they  recently  were  bound  to  (hew,  in  an  inftanoe  like 
the  prefent,  that  their  zeal  againft  French  principles  was  not.an  ' 
indifcrimi^nate  repugnance  alike  to  every  fgecics  of  innova-* 
tion,  however  founded  in  juftice  and  required  by  mercy  :  not 
.  an  indifpoGtion  to  acknowledge  and  refpefl  what  were  the 
real  unqoeftionable  rights  of  human  beines.  This^  he  added, 
was  a  period  when  it  was  furely  dedrable  that  ihe  Houfe  of 
Commons  (hould  enjoy  the  confidence  and  good  opinion  of  th6 
nation  at  large,  and  in  no  w^KCould  they  10  efFeSually  con- 
fult  their  own  credit,  as  by  wiping  away  this  foul  ftain  from 
their  cbara£ter.  Thefe  w^re  many  other  confiderations,  Mr. 
W.  faid,  which  he  ftiight  adduce,  but  there  was  one  which  he 
could  not  omit, .and  with  which  he  would  conclude*  It 
had  been  foccibly  ftated  in  the  Petition,  which  he  had  that 
day  prsfented  from  a  body  pf  refpeSable  men  (th^  Quakers) 
nvhofe  unwearied  efforts  in  this  great  caufe  did  them  the  high" 
eft  honour.  Was  not  this  a  time,  was  not  the  nation  now  in 
circumftances,  in  which  all  who  had  any  belief  in  the  fu- 
perintbnding  Providence  of  God,  muft  feel  defirous  of  avert- 
ing his  dilplealjure,  and  conciliating  his  favour.  But  what 
elfc  was  this  Slave  Trade,  which  we  (b  obftinately  maintain^ 
cd,  in  the  teeth  of  every  principle  divine  and  human,  but  prac* 
tical  adieifm.  In  cafes  of  this  nature",  we  were  apt  to  be  the 
dupe  of  names.     We  were  (hocked  at  the  impiety  of  the 
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FVencby  in  bowing  the  Inee  to  Ate  goddeft  cf  Reafati ;  biit 
what  elfe  were  'Wc  doing  but  worfliippiifg,  not  indeed  die 
God  of  Reafon,  but  a  dill  bafer  idol,  the  god  of  Gain  ;  ani 
d^ough  we  withheld  the  pofture  and  external  forms  of  Wor- 
(hi(>,  yet  we  paid  to  our  iriammon  the  more  fubftantial  fenrtce 
of  the  hearty  facrificing  and  (urrendering  at  its  (hrine  every 
religiotrs  and  tnoral  obligation  which  had  ever  been  acknow- 
ledged among  men.  Surely  we  couid  not  but  dread  the  ven- 
geance of  an  infuhed  Providence  ;  not  that  this  was,  perhftpS| 
to  be  expedled  in  any  fudden  manifeftations  of  his  power» — in 
tempeftsy  in  earthquakes,  or  in  hurricanes.  But  the  Supreme 
Being  had  fo  eftabiifhcd  the  courfe  of  human  affairs,  that 
imprudence  was  generally  followed  with  misfortune,  and 
wkkcdnefs  by  mifcry.  Let  notus  then  flatter  dtnfelvcs,  faid  Mr. 
Wilberlbrce,  that  we  can  alter  this  arrangement,  or  change  the 
order  of  the  moral  world.  If,  in  times  like  thcfe  efpecially, 
we  have  any  fenfe  of  the  value  ofihc  favour  of  Heaven,  if  wu 
have  any  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  our  own  chara&er  and  Ikm 
nour,  if  vire  have  any  feeling  of  juftice  and  humanity,  let  ut 
no  longer  hefitatc  to  do  that  which  has  been  too  long  delayed, 
but  embrace  the  opportunity  which  is  aflbrded  us  of  refcuing 
a  great  continent  from  the  deftrudlive  ravages  to  which  it 
has  been  doomed  for  centuries  by  our  felfifhnefa  and  rtrpei* 
city. 

1  therefore  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave  Trade,  and,  with  that  intent,  for  a  commit- 
'    tee  to  confider  that  motion. 

Mr.  B.  Edwards  faid,  that  before  he  fliould  make  toy  at- 
tempt to  anfwer  the  eloquent  oration  which  had  juft  been 
delivered  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  he  would  wifli  t)iat 
the  Addrcfs  prefented  to  his  Majefty  in  1797,  conccfming  tlfe 
Abblition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  miglit  be  now  tead.  The  Ad- 
drefs  having  been  read  accordingly^  he  then  proceeded  to  (heW 
that  its  obje£t  was  to  recommend  to  the  colonies  the  adoptk)n 
of  fuch  meafures  as  might  lead  to  a  gradual  abolition  of  this 
trade.  Thofe  who  fupported  that  Addrefs,  as  well  as  tho(c 
who  wifhed  for  an  immediate  and  unqualified  abolition,  were 
.fqually  fincere  in  their  defire,  that  (uch  meafures  might  be 
.aoopted  and  purfued  as  might  finally  tend  to  abolifti  the  trade  ; 
but  they  were  far  from  intending  that  this  obje6l  was  to  be 
accompliftied  by  any  fudden  violence,  fuch  as  he  might  ftyle 
the  prcfent  motion  ;  becaufe  they  prudently  faw,  that  the  ex- 
iflcnce  and  limited  continuance  of  the  trade  involved  fuch  a 
•hiafs  of  complicated  interefts-  of  mortgages,  &c.  &c.  ind  was 
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CMipq\ienthf  of  fuch  an  indifpen fable  neceffity,  4&»t  nciUm 
they  nor  the  Colonial  Afieo^blies  could  be  brought  (o  agree  tp 
aiiiy  dung  like  a  fuddcn  aboliiion.  But  after  due  attenliflgi 
and  regard  (bould  have  been  |>aid  to  the  airangement  of  thoff 
intereiU  then*  and  not  tiU  then,  would  the  a&mblies  proco<4 
to  concur  in  the  vote,  which  be  would  alfo  be  ^ualjy  dif-* 
pofed  to  fupport.  Knowipg,  as  he  did,  the  loyalty  and  af« 
fe£tion  of  the  Colonial  AiTemblies  tow^ds  the  King  and  Coo- 
ftttution ;  knowing,  as  he  did,  their  profoupd  andfincere  r^n 
fped  for  the  opinions  of  that  Houfe,  when  the  pr^feot  mea* 
fure  was  propofed  to  them ;  he  cpuld  not  heip  feeling  foma 
furprife,  ;iDd  indulging  fotne  fufpiclon,  that  the  G>lQi|i9{ 
Aflbmblies  had  returned  fooae  improper  anfwer,  or  had  poim 
to  fome  refolurion  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe. 
Though  when  the  honourable;  Gentleman  came  fgrward  wish 
bis  motion^  be  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  correfpoad^ncf 
which  bad  taken  place  between  the  iilands  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they  ali»  except  Barbacfeei 
and  Jamaica,  had  acquiefc^d  in  the  propofaU  that  had  be^n 
snade  to  them ;  and  fo  far  from  obje^ng  to  the  progeedingf 
of  that  Hou&  bad,  on  the  contrary,  afluredit,  that  ihey  fliQukl 
confider  ihemiejvjes  as  happy  by  difcovering  and  adopting  t^c 
fDcans  that  might  lead  to  a  final  abolition ;  ibis  ^heir  reaSuoefi 
aad  alacrity  to  pfomote  the  objedl  of  the  preient  motioa 
pJaiiily  appeared  from  the  anfwers  of  the  iflands  of  St  Via* 
oeut'^  aod  Tobago  to  the  letters  of  the  Duke  of  Pont^ 
land. 

Thfift  lettecs  mention,  that  they  had  now  under  xh'eir  confi.* 
deration  the  beft  mcafures  that  might  be  adopted  for  limiting 
the  cauies  that  encreafe  the  trade,  and  regulating  it  while 
it  continued  to  exift,  and  which  might  gradually  lead  to 
its  total  abolluoo.  The  Royal  Ga^tte  of  Jamaica,  which  bt^ 
had  juft  ieen,  mentions  that  fimilar  meafures  were  undc^ 
confideration  in  that  ifl^nd,  and  that  a  tax  of  ipl.  was  to  ^ 
levied  for  all  flaves  above  a  certain  age,  to  prevent  the  bardr 
dbups  of  ilavery  from  being  doubled  .op  the  old.  Xlie  houQUr* 
able  Gentleman  muft  therefore  labour  under  a  ftr^nge  aind 
fatal  deluUqn  when  be  thought  it  neceilary  to  he  fo  preoqutaii  « 
Sfirh  a  oieafqre  ;  when  thote  whom  he  fo  bitterly  reproached 
for  oppofing  it  were  moft  wifely  and  moft  eameftly  endeairourj 
ii^  to  promote^and  enfure  its  fuccefs.  His  delufioi^,  he  woula 
repeat^  myft  hcCTeat,  when  he  vras  thus  thou^tl^ly  throw- 
ing the  torch  ofdifcord  amon^ft  the  well  difpoied  inhabitants 
pftbe  iflands.    Be  wrongs  them  much  when  hi^  fupjofes  that 

lit  '  they 


t44  WO0DFALL*S  FARLTAMIKTARY^IPORTS,      rComioitv^ 

tfiey  are  abated  by  the  deiire  of  continuing  the  flave  trade. 
Though  neither  he  nor  ihoy  afFeSed'  the  popular  praife  of 
being  friends  to  an  immediate  and  fudden  abolition,  yet  he 
(Mr.  Edwards)  was  a  fincere  friend  to  its  gradua]  and  peace- 
able abolition,  which  were  the  only  means  by  which  it  could 
be  fafely  attempted.     He  therefore  was  not  only  filled  wjih 
furprifebut  indignation  at  the  Kberties  taken  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  ih  afperfmg  the  moral  ch  a  rafter  of  the  Weft  In- 
dia Planters.      The  motives  that  aduatrd  the   honourable 
Gentleman  were  not  merely  a  defire  to  aboliOi  the  Have  trade, 
but  to  give  freedom  to  a  fet  o(  barbarous  and  profligate  men 
incapable  of  tailing  or  exercifing  the  privileges  of  freemen.  He 
was  no  longer  furprifcd  at  the  wdd  ravages  which  the  new  re- 
volutionary principles  that  have  broken  out  abroad  have  every 
where  produced.    The  honourable  Gentleman  tells  us  of  the 
reform  made  in  the  French  iflands  by  the  French,  and  cfpc- 
cially  by  that  mild  reformer,  Rohscfpierre.   But  what  were  the 
efieas  of  that  wife  reform?     To  the  flaves  in  St.  I>om!ngo 
they  told  that  ihey  were  no  longer  flaves,  but  citizens ;  but  as 
they  did  not  feem  readily  to  catch  this  diftinftion,  they  were 
informed,  that  they  (hould  no  longer  be  compelled  to  work, 
upon  which  they  fled  into  the  mountains  to  form  hordes  oJF 
Maroons, '  and  afterwards  poured  down  on  the  unprepared 
inhabitants  with  all  the  fury  and  cruelty  of  wild  beads.   Their 
lituatlon  afterwards  became  fo  miferable,    that  they    were 
obliged  to  enlift  for  fubfiftence ;  and,  their  miferies  increafing, 
they  returned  back  in  bodies  to  their  matters,  eameftly  foli- 
citjng  to  be  no  longer  free.     Thefe  wife  reformers  proved, 
therefore  to  be  infane  ;  nor  does  the  infanity  of  their  fyftem 
fcem  to  be  confined  to  the  French.     But  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman   has  again  gone  into  his  old  declamations  on   the 
inhumanity  and  injuttice  of  the  planters,  and  loads  them  with 
every  epithet  of  reproach  for  not  beftowing  on  their  flaves  the 
bieffings  of  French  liberty.     He  did  not,  indeed,  exped  that 
th:  honourable  Gentlemen  would  be  again  compelled  to  rake 
aind  gather,  from  the  ftale  rubbifli  of  falfehood  and  fcandal,  the 
charges  he  urges  againft  the  Weft  India  Propriett>rs  ;  charges 
whidi  he  pnly  colleds  from  the  examination  and  depo&tions 
ef  men  who  have  been  driveairom  the  Weft  Indies  for  in- 
>/amy  •• 
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The  honourable  Gentleman  next  oomplains  that  the  penalty 
of  5CX>I.  had  not  been  infliAed  on  focne  mafters  who  had  been 
ccmvii^ed  of  having  mutilated  their  flaves  ; — ^but,  is  it  not 
V9c\\  known,  and  Is  it  not  a  cuflom  that  prevails  in  every  civi* 
lized  country,  that  judges  arc  invefted  with  a  difcrecionarjr 
power  to  mitigate  punilhment  as  the  nature  of  circumftances 
n^ay  fugged  and  require  ?  3ut  the  cafes  he  alludes  to  hap^ 
pened  before  the  paffing  of  the  adl,  by  virtue  of  which  tjiis 
penalty  of  500I.  was  to  be  inflj6ied.  And  how  could  the  law 
have  been  violated  before  it  had  received  exiftence  ?  Fines  of 
50I.  and  of  lool.  had  been  im|)ofed  before  the  a£t  pafied, 
which  proves  at  leaft  an  exiftlng  difpolition  to  difcountenancc 
and  puni(h  the  cruelties  that  are  (6  induflrioully  exaggerated. 
The  inftance  of  the  child  whofe  mouth  was  faid  to  have  b^en 
cut  from  ear  to  ear,  was  known  to  be  the  a£k  of  infanity,.  and 
proved  to  be  fuch  in  a  court  of  law.  Surely  it  was  unjuft  to 
bring  thefe  effe&s  of  blind  and  fudden  paffion  as  charges  agatnft 
a  whole  community,  when  it  was  natural,  and  much  more 
philofophical,  to  afcribe  them  to  t]ie  frailty  of  our  common  na« 
ture.  It  would  have  undoubtedly  been  more  wife  and  mo- 
deft  in  the  honourable  Gentlennan  to  diftruft  fomewhat  his 
own  information,  than  to  be  thus  compelled  to  rake  in  die 
fwceping;  of  his  old  ftorehoufe  of  fcandal.  The  veil  that  has 
long  covered  the  internal  face  of  Africa  has  lately  been  drawn 
afide.     The  African  Company  had  done  much  towards  thefe 

difcoveries,  but  the  diligence  and  ability  of  a  Gentleman  who 

1  -   ,  -  ■  ■     ■        ' 

«rtll  not  bear  the  fober  conilderatioii  of  thofe  whq  urttred  them.  We 
cannot  do  Mr.  Edvrards  the  injuftice  to  fuppofe  that  he  fneaTtt  ro  attack 
fuch  charaAers  as  thofe  of  Major  General  Rookey  Major  General  Tot-^*^ 
tingham,  and  other  refpeAable  officen  in  the  army.  Captains  Sir^George 
Yovni^,  Lloyd,  J.  S.  Smith,  5ec.  of  the  navy,  and  a  number  oi  clergy- 
jBco,  medical  gentlemen,  and  other  unexceptionable  witnelTes.  Their 
teftimonies  were  grncrally  founded  on  much  obfervation,  extended  both  to 
the  African  and  the  Weft  Indian  branches  of  this  queftlon,  and  were  de« 
cidedly  in  favour  of  the  abolition.  Any  refle£tion  on  fuch  evidence  would 
involve  an  imptachment  on  the  trnderltandings  of  Mi'.  Pitt,  Mr,  FoX| 
fAxd  Grenville,;and  many  other  Members,  whofe  talents  adorn  both  iidn 
of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  whofe  exertions  in  favour  of  the  aboli* 
tion  were  grounded  on  that  evidence. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  one  of  bia  former  fpeeches  on  this  fnbjeft,  declared,  that 
Ik  ncvrr  knew  any  propofition  brought  before  thai  Houfe  which  was  fo  tr- 
xefiragably  fupported  by  evidence ;  and  he  and  other  Members  gave  Mr. 
Wilberforce  great  praife  for  the  paint  he  had  taken  in  bringing  fuch  a 
'l>ody  of  luthenttc  and  interefling  information  before  the  Honie.  Mr. 
Pkt  hta  alio  avowed  his  fatisfadion  with  that  evidence )  but,  like  a  wife 
aM^ifcate,  hat  founded  his  invincible  arguments  and  elaborate  calcubtiona 
aipoft  as  much  on  the  afTertions  and  conceflions  of  the  advcrfarles  of  tht 
^Abolition,  at  dn  the  evidence  brought  to  fupport  it. 
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had  lately  arrived  frbm  that  quarter  of  the  world  have  thrown 
fuch  light  on'  the  difcoveries*  that  they  add  a  ray  more  lo  the 
glories  that  crown  the  prcfcnt  reign.  Mr.  Edwards  here 
took  occafibn  to  heftow.very  high  encomiums  on  Mr.  M, 
Parke,  whofe  journal  he  then  held  in  his  hands,  from  which 
he  gathered  abundant  proofs  of  the  miferable  (late  of  the  m- 
terior  of  Africa,  which  evidently  appes^red  not  to  arifc  froai 
the  flave  trade,  to  which  it  has  been  (b  frequently  and  fe  in*' 
jurioufly  attributed  ;  for  they  had  never  fo  much  as  he*rd  of 
the  Slave  Trade  in  the  parts  he  alluded  to,  namely,  in  the 
'  Mandingo  country ;  but  from  the  natural  feroeity  and  depravod 
difpofrtion  of  the  inhabitants,  his  own  opinions  therefore  had  io 
Ibme  degree  changed  on  thisfubjeS.  He  then  proceeded  to  prove 
this  ferocity  and  barbarity  of  dilpofition,  by  the  example  of  the 
fCing  of  Caflan,  who,  in  fpitc  of  every  entreaty,  hitd  a  num- 
ber of  prifdners,  whom  he  had  taken  in  battle,  ordered  into 
his  prefence,  and  then  ordered  all  their  throats  to  be  cut. 
Simitar  fcenes  in  number  he  might  ftill  colled  from  the 
above-*mentioned  journal^  which  clearly  make  it  appear  that 
the  difpoGtion  of  the  natives,  and  not  the .  intrigues  of  the  ' 

flave  traders,  was  the  real  caufe  of  the  barbarities  they  exer-* 
cifed ;  and  flill  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  perfaade 
Chem  to  prefer  a  country  of  favage  life  and  matiners,  to  one 
where  they  would  meet  with  humane  and  chriftian  readers. 
He  was  not  here  entertaining  the  Houfe  with  the  difcufiion  dt 
an  abftraft  propofition  ;  his  endeavours  were  aimed  at  the  at- 
tainment of  pradicable  good ;  he  would  therefore  afk  Gen- 
tlemen, whether  it  was  better  for  the  Africans  to  have  their 
throats  cut  as  he  had  defcribed,  ox  to  be  fent  to  the  Weft 
indief .  But  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pefter  the  Houfe  with 
all  the  dale  arguments  which  they  had  fo  frequently  heard  oa 
this  fubjedl — he  had  now  but  one  to  offer,  and  this  regarded 
the  means  that  were  taking  to  keep  up  the  exifting  flock  of 
Negroes,  by  removing  the  difpropertion  that  now  exifted  bci- 
tween  the  number  of  males  and  females.  TheColonii4 
Allemblies  were  now  proceeding  to  corred  that  incon* 
venience ;  and  he  would  here  addrefs  himfelf  to  thofe  whQ 
¥ri(hed  to  promote  praAical  good,  and  not  to  thofe  who  occu- 

?ied  themfelves  with  nothing  but  abditions  upon  paper, 
'he  end  be  had  in  view  might  bp  obtained  by  limiting  xhk 
importation  of  flaves,  and  by  encouraging  matrimony  among 
them  on  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  and  by  weaning  them  from 
their  favage  and  fuperftitious  fyftem  of  polygamy ;  and  thfa,  . 
he  irufted,  might  be  cff^ually  brought  about  within  the 
fytce  of  a  few  years»    There  would  ftiil ,  hpwever,  be  a  ne- 
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cd&ty  for  irefl^  iipfortations,  in  order  to  procure  hands  to 
cultiv»tt;  the  r^cnaiAing  wafte  lands ;  for  if  they  were  per- 
mitted to  remain  wafte,  they  would  only  give  birth  to  new 
hardea  of  Maroons,  and  thofe  to  new  and  endlefs  wars. 
Thefe  itnportations  might  be  leilened  every  year,  but  fliould 
not  be  obftru^d  by  any  fudden  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 
The  h&s  which  he  thus  ftated,  he  coutd  (late  ftom  his  own 
local  knowledge,  and  the  pra&ical  experience  of  thirty  years* 
and  OB  diefe  he  grounded  the  opinion  he  had  delivered.     He 
wouU  only  now  admonifh  the  hop.  (Gentleman  not  to  rifle 
the  adoption  of  any  French  plans,  but  to  confider  the.  temper 
«f  the  times,  whkh  went  to  difregard  authority,  and  to  make 
equaUty  the  order  of  the  day.  This  was  a  do£lrine  which  un- 
detmined  all  older  and  fubordination,  on  which  repofcd  all 
the  beauty  and  orni^ments  (^  civil  (bciety. 
.  By  bringiag  inithis  bill,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  only 
teach  the  Negroes  that  ihey  are  treated  with  injuftice  and 
inhumanity,  and  by  this  leilbn  will  pretty  plainly  tell  them 
to  life  upon  and  murder  their  mafters,  and  then  plant  the 
'  Ttee  of  Liberty  upon  their  graves  :  that  tree,  of  which  it  had 
been  fublimely  faid,  **  that  its  roots  were  fteeped  in  blood, 
and  thait  its  branches  diftilted  poUbn."    There  might  be 
Cttiatics  in  this  kii^dom  who  would  be  prompted  to  preach 
up  thefe  doctrines ;  however,  he  fincerely  hoped  tliere  were 
ffione  of  them  in  that  Houfe.     But  he  would  now  conclude, 
by  afluring  tb^  hon.  Gentleman,   that  if  the  Wed  India 
{janters  Wef e  to  be  doomed  to  fall,  he  (hould  fee  they  would 
4iot  fell  without  uJIruggU, 

•  Mr.  fFilherforct  rofe  to  explain.  The  inftances  of  in- 
juAice  and  barbarity  which  h^  had  adduced,  and  which  were 
contndided  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  juft  fat  down,  he 
liad  ample  proofs  c^  now  in  his  poiTeflion,  by  which  he  could 
fully  fubftantiate  their  authenticity.  Thefe  inftances  related 
to  -the  Cropping  the  ears  and  otherwife  mutilating  the  limbs 
-ef  Negro  ^aves.  An  A&  he  faid,  had  been  pafTed  for  (e- 
verdy  punilhing  thefe  ihocking  barbarities  when  committrd 
t^  the  mafters  of  (laves ;  but  there  appeared  but  little  difpofi- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Judges  or  Council  to  \vA\8t 
that  puni(hment  to  the  full  rigour  which  the  a£l  prefcrtbed. 
Bmt  ^h^  hon.  Gentleman  had  infixed  that  the  cafc$  of  cruelty 
*^hich'he  had  adduced  had  not  taken  place  after  the  ASL  had 
parfled,  but  long  before  thepaffing  of  it,  and  at  a  period  when 
without  any  fuch  A^  being  in  force^  cruelties  of  that  nature 
>   IiImI  'been  puniflied  by  the  Councils.    To  this,  however,  he 

could 
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could  confidently  reply,  that  what  he  had  advanced  vrss 
fiubborn  matter  of  fzSt ;  in  proof  of  which  he  read  the  Re* 
cords  of  the  Councils,  and  the  words  of  the  A€t  itfelf,  which 
acknowledged  the  frequent  perpetration  of  the  atrocities  al- 
luded to.  From  thcfe  Records  it  appeared  that  the  A€t  for 
preventing  and  puni(hing  the  mutilating  the  limbs/  &c.  of 
Negro  Slaves,  had  pafled  on  Dec.  i8,  1783,  and  that  the 
inftances  of  cruelty  which  he  had  exemplified,,  had  been 
committed  during  the  month  of  June  1784,  pofterior  to  the 
paflSng  of  the  faid  afi.  The  other  inflance,  that  of  a  mailer 
ciuting  the  mouth  of  a  child,  his  own  child,  from  ear  to  ear» 
was  equally  cafy  to  be  fubflantiated.  With  refpeft  to  thi» 
indance,  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fet  up  a  plea,  that  the 
perfon  who  commited  it,  was  known  to  be  labouring  under 
mental  derangement  at  the  time  it  Was  perpetrated.  Of  this,, 
ho\fever,  there  appeared  no  proof.  For  no  idea  had  ever 
gone  abroad  that  the  perfon  m  quefiion  was  a  madman  j  no 
allegation  of  infanity  had  ever  been  brought  againfl  him,  or 
pleaded  in  his  favour.  Even  the  verdi£t  of  the  Jury  who  (at 
on  his  trial,  proved  that  no  fuch  plea  was  ever  fet  up  in  his 
defence. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  confefled  that  he  had  ftated  the  facts 
in  the  manner  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  iie  did 
not  (late  them  fo  with  any  intention  of  miileading  the  Houfir* 
He  had  indeed  made  a  flight  miftake  as  to  the  precife  date 
of  the  Act :  but  as  the  papers  whicfi  he  fpdce  from  were  ih 
the  hands  of  every  Gentleman,  it  was  not  very  probable,  nor 
was  it  fair  to  inftnuate,  that  he  deliberately  intended  to  im« 
pofe  upon  the  Houfe.  As  to  the  flate  of  mental  alienation  with 
which  the  faid  matter  of  the  Negro  child  had  been  afflicted,  it 
was  notorious  to  all  the  country,  and  to  the  Judges*and  Jury 
who  fat  on  his  trial,  though  no  allegationof  infanity  had  been 
fpecifically  brought  agaioft  him. 

Mr.  fFilberforce  faid,  that  the  cafe  in  qucftion  had  been 
feveral  times  related  to  him  by  variou-?  perfons  of  the  ftrictcft 
konour  and  veracity,  but  that  he  had  never  heard  a  fytlabte 
of  the  explanation  now  given  to  it.  He  muft,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  fuppofe  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  wai  as  mudi 
miftaken  in  this  inftance,  as  he  was  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  if  there  ever  hung  any  doubt  or  he- 
fitation  upon  his  mind  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the 
vote  which  he  flioud  give  on  the  prefent  queftion,  that  doubly 
or  that  hcfitation  was  now  completely  done  away,  and  his 
•pinion  on  the  fubject  was  now  fully  c<m&rmed  by  theUd 

•    fpeedt 
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fpeech  he  had  heard,  that  of  Mr.  B.  Ed  wads.     Indeed  as 
far  as  he  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  Slave- 
Tiade,  he  had  uniformly  been  convinced  of  the  beneficial 
efFefts  thia  muft  reftilt  from  its  abolition.     The  fame  1enti«- 
ments  which  prevailed  on  this  futjed  in  his  breaft,  muft 
likewife,  he  believed,  fway  the  feelinjgs  of  every  youthful 
mind  whofe  fendbility  remained  unblunted  ;  but  were  he  to 
look  for  the  real  fentiments  of  thofe  who  countenanced  this 
trade,  in  the  fpceches  they  delivered  in  its  fupport,  he  muft,  , 
however  reludantly,  regard  them  as  the  efFuiions  of  a  he^rt 
very  differently  organized.     Tbk^bfcrvation,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  apply  to  the  hon.  Gentlenian  who  fpoke  laft ; 
the  fentiments  which  he  reprobated,  had  been  exprefTed  is 
this  Houle  before  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  feat  in  it ;  aad 
of  his  humanity  he  could  not  be  fufpe£ted  to  fpeak  difad- 
vantageoufly,  as  there  appeared  in  his  various  works,  which 
did  equal  honour  to  his  head  and  heart,  frequent  and  forcible 
fentiments  of  the  moft  refined  humanity.     In  his  fpeech^ 
however,  of  this  night,  it  was  with  forrow  he  perceived  that 
that  this  fcntiment  was  far  from  being  predominant.     Iil  . 
that  fpeech  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  bid  down  two  propoft- 
tions  which  he.  (Mr.  Canning)  was  very  anxious  ihould  be 
minutely  attended  to,  and  clearly  underftood  by  the  Houfe— 
for  if  there  were  thofe  who  entertained  any  doubt  refbp^ing 
the  propriety  of  an  immediate  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade ; 
fuch  would  do  well  to  confider  whether  by  acceding  to  thef(£ 
propoiitions,  they  were  not  going  to  vote  nothing  fliort  of  a 
complete  perpetuity  of  that  trade.     And,  indeed,  what  was 
the  drift  of  thefe  propofitions  ?  Did  they,  not  hold  out  to  us^ 
that  as  long  as  there  was  a  market  for  Slaves,  there  would  be 
found  buyers  ;  that  as  long  as  Africa  would  fiirnifli  Negroes^ 
there  would  not  be  wanting  other  countries  to  purchafe  them* 
Not  only  has  the  hon.  Geni;^eman  explainecl  how  this  was 
the  cafe  ;  but  he  has,  moreover,  explained,  and  infifted  why 
It  (hould  be  the  cafe.     This  he  explained,  atid  enforced  by 
papers  which  appeared  to  be  almoft  exclufively  in  his  own 
poiTeflion,  and  from  which  he  dr^w  a  very  pathetic  pi£iurfl^  j 
of  the  interior  of  Africa  ;  which,  though  it  bore  no  little  vc^ 
pearance  of  being  overctergcd,  could  not,  however,  fail  of 
being  powerfullv  affeding,  had  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  at** 
tempted  to  glo(s  it  over  with  a  few  ftrokes  of  pleafantry^ 
He  there  holds  out  to  our  indignation,  the  wanton  cruelty 
of  fome  African  Prince,  who,  after  gaining  a  battle,  de^ 
liberately,  and  in  cold  Mood,  iflued  an  older 'for  cutting  the 
Vol.  Ill  1788  K  k  throats 
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throats  of  all  the  captives.  This  fpecimen  of  the  cruelties 
to  which  the  miferable  Africans  were  expofed,  wa^  feem* 
ingly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  fome  apology 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and,  under  that 
perfuafion,  he,  with  an  air  of  impreflive  and  emphatic 
triumph,  put  this  queftion  to  the  Houfe,  whether,  placing 
themfelves  in  the  condition  of  that  unfortunate  people,  they 
would  not  prefer  being  fcnt  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  ha.ve  their 
throats  thus  barbaroufly  cut  at  home  ?  However  forcible  the 
hon.  Gentleman  might  think  this  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Houfe,  the  fpecies  of  argument  it  held  out,  he  muft,  at 
leaft,  confefs  to  be  rather  general. 

And  for  my  part  (continued  Mr.  Canning)  were  the 
queftion  put  bome  to  rhe — whether  1  would  fin; Hi  my  being 
in  tny  native  land,  or  be  fcnt  in  flavery  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  i  might,  at  the  cruel  caprice  of  a  tyrant  mafter,  be 
ignomifioufly  maimed  and  miferably  mangled;  where  ray 
cars  might  be  cropped  or  my  limbs  mutilated :  fo  that  this 
mercileis  mafter,  for  his  inhuman  fport,  ftiould  pay  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  pounds  ?  Much  rather,  I  fay,  would  I  pcri(h 
at  home,  and  that  in  the  (hocking  manner  fo  ftrongly  de*. 
fcTtbed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  than  yield  up  my  liberty,  and 
expofe  my  pierfon  to  fuch  cruel  and  outrageous  indignities. 

Neither  could  Ke  eafily  perceive  the  force  of  the  argument 
which  this  pidure  was  introduced  to  illuffrate ;  for  did  the 
honourable  Gentleman  intend  to  aftert,  than  when  the  num- 
»ber  of  the  fexes  wasequalifed  among  the  negroes  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  that  the  King  of  Cafan  would  ceafe  to  indulge  in 
this  atrocious  operation  ?  And  did  not  this  mode  of  reafoning 
go  equally  to  prove  that  what  was  now  well  would  be  always 
well,  and  that  this  argument  might  be  brought  in  juftifica- 
tton  of  the  flave  trade,  both  now  and  after  the  period  al- 
luded to.  This  was  in  his  mind,  an  attempt  to  juftify  the 
continuance  of  this  abominable  traffic,  even  after  its  fuppofed 
nec<^nity  ftiould  ceafe  to  exift.  Nothing  could  be  more  fo- 
reign to  his  inclination  than  any  defirc  to  place  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honourable  Gentleman  in  an  unfair  light ;  he 
wiflied  on  the  contrary  to  give  them  all  the  force,  of  which 
they  were  fufceptible ;  becaufe,  by  his  endeavour,  if  fuccefs- 
ful,  to  do  away  that  apparent  force,  it  would  Icilen  the  hor- 
ror Ke  muft  feel  at  the  confequences  ftiould  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  Friend  be  unfortunately  loft.  But  next  to  the 
argument,  that  there  was  greater  cruelty  in  leaving  the  Af- 
ricans at  home,  than  ia  fending  them  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the 

honourable 
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honourable  Gflitleoian  proceeded  to  urge  another,  namely 
the  neceflity  of  continuing  the  (lave  trade  as  long  as  there 
remained  uncultiTated  lands  in  our  Weft  India  iflands,  and 
the  impropriety,  of  fo  much  as  difculling  the  queftion  of  its 
abolition,  until  this  obje£t  had  been  accompliihed.  He  could 
not  pretend  to  ftrengthen  what  he  had  to  obferve,  by  f|  eak- 
ingfrom  any  local  knowledge:  but  he  had  learnt  from  the 
moil  undoubted  authority  that  a  third  of  the  lands  in  the 
iflands  dill  remain  uncultivated  ;  and  that  a  quantity  of  land 
was  to  be  granted  out  to  tlie  Caribs  in  the  iftand  of  St.  Vin- 
centi.  This  latter  part  nf  the  information,  he  truftcd  was 
not  true.  But  to  return  to  the  former;  was  it  not  aflertcd 
that  as  long  as  there  fhould  remain  ooe  fiugfe  acre  of  land  to 
be  cultivate. d,  fo  long  would  a  frefli  importation  of  negro 
(laves  be  found  neceflfary  ?  But  here  he  mull  entreat  the 
Houfd  to  paufe,  and  ferioufly  to  confider  if  it  has  taken  fuch 
a  length  of  time  to  cultivate  the  portion  of  land  which  i^  now 
brought  to  that  ftate;  how  much  time  mu(V  ftill  remain  to 
dapfe  before  the  remainder  be  duly  cultivated.  This  may 
make  ho  impre(rion  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  look  to  the 
bleflings  which  Africa  is  to  derive  from  the  continuance  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  &c. — but  he  who  is  difpofed  to  vote  for  its 
immediate  abolition,  from  a  convidion  of  the  iniquities  that 
attend  it,  would  do  well  to  fee  how  he  can*  quiet  his  con- 
fcience  if  he  forbears  to  concur  in  the  proptiety  of  aboli(h- 
ing  it,  until  all  the  lemaining  uncultivated  land  be  brought 
to  a  ftate  of  perfed  cultivation.  He  may  as  well  confent  to 
its  not  being  abolUhed  at  all,  and  allow  the  impropriety  of 
ever  bringing  fuch  a  queftion  under  di  feu  (lion. 

But  Gentlemen,  who  would  view  the  fubje£l  in  the  light 
in  which  he  faw  it,  could  not  hefitate  for  a  moment  about 
the  vote  they  (hould  give,  efpecially  if  they  duly  attended  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  argued  by  the  Coryphseus  of  its 
partizans;  for  it  was  deliberately  pronounced  by  him,  and 
by  them,  that  the  (lave  trade  muft  be  continued  as  long  as 
there  remained  any  land  in  our  iflands  uncultivated,  or  as 
]ong  as  it  proved  a  bleding  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  King  of 
CzSkn.  On  this  he  would  only  obferve,  that  thofe  who  did 
no  diftindly  difclaim  thefe  two  grounds  for  fupporting  the 
further  continuance  of  this  trade,  could  never  perfuade  htm 
that  they  had  ever  been  ftncere  in  their  wiihes  for  its  aboli- 
tion. This  was  the  only  obfervation  with  which  he  would 
now  trouble  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  if.  Thamton  faid^,  that  his  chief  objed  in  riQng  was 

to 
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to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  ho- 
nourable Gentletnan  oppoHte  to  him  (Mr.  B.  Edwards)  k-» 
fpe^ng  the  modes  of  procuring  flaves  in  Africa.  He  aUow*- 
ed  that  Mr.  Parke  was  a  gentleman  who,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Thornton  knew,  merited  that  charaAer  for  probity  which 
had  been  juft  claimed  for  him.  The  firft  partj  however,  of 
Mr.  Parke's  route  having  been  by  water,  for  many  hundred 
miles  up  the  great  river  Gambia,  be  had  npt  perhaps  been  in 
ia  fituation  to  make^exten(ive  obfervations  and  enquiries,  near 
the  fea-coaft,  concerning  the  Have  trade.  Thofe  perfons  on 
the  river  too,  to  whom  he  had  been  introduced,  an4  who 
were  likely  to  be  his  principal  informers,  were  themfelves 
.  employed  in  the  (lave  trade.  And,  with  refped  to  Mr. 
Parke's  information  concerning  the  remote  interior  country, 
Mr.  Thornton  Jaid,  that  as  the  honourable  Member  (Mr. 
Edwards)  had  ftated,  that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  regions  had 
never  fo  much  as  heard  of  the  flave  trade,  the  intelligence 
about  the  manner  of  procuring  (laves,  fo  far  as  thofe  regions 
were  concerned,  was  of  little  confequence,  either  one  way 
or  the  other.  Certain,  however,  it  was,  that  no  part  of 
Mr.  Parke's  information  could  invalidate  the  pofitive  evi- 
dence which  had  come  from  other  quarters. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  faid,  that,  payings  as  he  did,  due  de- 
ference to  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Parke,  he  muft  put  in  his 
claim  for  the  like  refpeS  for  Mr.  Macaulay,  the  prefent 
Governor  of  Sierra  Leone.  What  rendered  that  gentleman's 
information  the  more  worthy  of  attention  was,  that  he  had 
been  promoted  to  the  fituation  he  now  held,  on  account  of 
the  uncommon  accuracy  of  his  (latements,  as  well  as  the  ge- 
neral refpeftability  of  his  character.  Mr.  Thornton  then 
read  from*  Governor  Macaday's  journal,  the  following  cx- 
traAs  concerning  the  mode  of  procuring  flaves  in  the  Man- 
dingo  country,  into  a  part  of  which  Mr.  Parke  had  penetrat- 
ed, and  in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards) 
foemed  to  fuppof'e,  that  no  enormities  wereprac^ifed.  "  Two 
chiefs  from  the  neareft  town  to  Free-toM^n  dined  with  me  to- 
day. They  both  allowed  the  frequency  of  kidnappng  among 
the  Sufees  nnd  Mandingoes  :  one  of  them  had  been  an  ^ye- 
wiinefs  of  it."  And  again  :  "  The  Miftrefs  of  alafge  town 
in  the  Mandingo  country  has  been  in  the  fettlement  two  or 
three  days.  We  talked  much  about  the  flave  trade.  She 
faid  flic  difliked  it,  for  it  kept  her  in  conflant  terror,  Gnce 
flie  never  knew,  when  (he  lay  down  at  night,  whether  (he 
might  not  be  a(raffinated  before  morning.    The  wars>  (he 

faid. 
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f^udy  do  not  happen  when  there  is  no  demand  for  (laves* 
At  another  date,  Mr.  Macaulay  dates,  **  In  the  Mandingo** 
and  Sufee  countries,  kidnapping  is  very  frequent ;  nor  u 
this  done  by  ftrangers  alone.  It  often  hajpf  ens  that  children 
are  kidnapped  by  people  of  a  neighbouring,  or  even  of  the 
fame,  village.  A  perfoa  Who  has  redded  feveral  years  in  the 
Mandingo  country,  told  me,  that  mothers  in  that  part,  never 
fiaiLto  colle&  their  children  together,  with  great  care,  as 
night  comes  on,  and  either  (hut  them  up,  or  endeavour  to  keep 
them  within  their  eye,  till  the  morning.  It  is  ftipulated  in  thele 
parts,  adds  Mr.  Macaulay,  between  the  (lave  traders  and  the 
jcidaappers,  that  none  of  the  natives  around  (hall  be  admitted 
to  a  (ight  of  the  (laves,  who  are  ufually  conveyed  away  by  the 
craft  in  the  night,  the  barter  of  them  having  been  made  in 
the  night  time  alfo.  I  have  converfed  with  many  natives,  as 
well  as  traders  on  this  fubjed,  and  they  have  every  one  of 
them  con(irmed  the  above  account." 

Mr.  Thornton  added,  that,  not  wi{hing  to  trefpafs  too 
much  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe^  he  would  not  detail  the 
evidence  concerning  other  parts  of  Africa,  contained  in  the 
fame  gentleman's  journal.  He  then  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  Mr.  Watt,  formerly  chief  manager  of  Mr.  Rofe's  eflate 
in  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  and  b)r  no  means  free  from  Weft 
Indian  prejudices,  having  gone  out  in  the  fervice  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company,  had  been  con  verted  Jby  the  fcenes  which,  hp 
had  beheld  in  Africa,  to  the  opinion,  that  Haves  were  Ini- 
quitoufly  procured  there.  On  the  other  hand,  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Edwards)  who  once  had  fully 
aflented  to  what  his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce) 
had  ftated  on  that  fubjeS,  feemed  now  to  incline  to  a  con- 
trary opinion.  Mr.  Thorpton  owned,  that  he  anxibufly 
wi(hed  that  the  attention  of  Gentlemen  could  be  arreted  by 
this  branch  of  the  queftion,  as  being  that  on  which  the  whole 
fubjeS  evidently  depended.  If  the  Africans  were,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  urtjuftly  dragged  from  their  native  land,  what 
(badow  of  reafon  could  afterwards  be  offered  for  the  continu- 
ance of  this  perverted  fpecies  of  traffick?  The  Weft  Indian 
gentlemen,  however,  apparently  chofe  to  (hut  their  eyes  to 
this  part  of  the  bu(jne(s.  The  firft  report  of  thg  Jamaica 
atfembly,  printed  along  with  the  evidence  delivered  before 
his  Majefty's  privy  council,  fcarcely  hinted  at  this  grand  ar- 
gument for  the  abolition,  not  feeming  to  know  or  to  fecol- 
ted,  that  with  the  Britilh  Parliament,  the  iniquitous  and 
pruel  methods  taken  to  procure  the  flaves,  were  among  the 

circumftances 
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circumllances  which  Chiefly  influenced  their  former  deciHon, 
In  reciting  thofc  circumftances,  the  aflembly  mehtioned  the 
inprtality  in  the  miridjc  pallage  and  in  the  Well  Indies,  and 
the  evil ^  concomitant  on  the  fyftem  there;  but  hardly  a  fyl- 
lable  in  ihat  recital  -went  to  the  iniquities  praflifcd  in  the 
firft  inftance,  by.thofe  who  originally  poirefled  themfelves  of 
the  flavcs  in  Aixica. 

Mr.  Thornton  went  on  to  defcribe  the  fources  of  the  flare 
trade  in  Africa,  which  were  four,  nartiely,  wars,  crimes, 
debts,  and  kidnapping.  At  Sierra  Leone,  there  were  abun- 
dant proof$  that  wars  were  both  fomented  and  prolonged  by 
this  traffick.  The  prices  of  the  prifoners  taken  aiForded  the 
funds  for  profecuting  thofe  wars,  and  the  wars  themfelveSy 
even  wh  n  other  motives  were  pretended,  were  often  com- 
menced for  the  fbK  purpofe  of  making  flaves.  In  the  Teem- 
bo  country,  to  which  Mr.  Watt,-  with  another  fervant  of 
the  company,  had  penetrated,  a  native  chief  owned,  that 
though  the  Mahometan  religion  was  the  oftenfible  caufe  of 
their  wars,  the  real  cairfe  was  the  want  of  flaves  to  fell ;  and 
there  the  captives  who  were  too  old  for  the  flave-raarket, 
were  aSually  killed.  It  had  been  faid,  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  the  abolition  of  the  trade, 
in  flaves  would  caufe* many  of  the  Africans  to  be  butchered, 
becaufe there  Hould  be  no  market  for  the  prifoners, of  war. 
On  the  contraiyi  In  that  country  it  appeared  that  the  flave 
trade  was  chargeable  not  only  with  the  wars  themfelves,  but 
'with  the  murder  of  thefe  prifoners  who'were  unfit  for  fale. 
Thus  the  tables  were  turned  on  the  honourable  Gentleman  ; 
for  the  argument  for  faring  lives  eviJently  operated  the  con- 
trary way  to  what  he  intended.  The  fcrvants  of  the  com- 
pany had  taken  pains  to  inform  themfelves  what  would  be- 
come of  the  rejedled  flavcF,  in  cr.fe  the  trade  fhould  be  abo- 
liflied;  and,  us  far,  as  the.  had  learnt,  there  was  no  fear 
of  their  bpinjj;  murdered.  Our  European  wars,  and  other 
caufes,  had  r.ften  interrupted  the  flave  trade;  yet  no  flaves 
appear  to  have  bcvn  killed  at  fiich  times.  On  the  contrary, 
it  had  been  cxprefsly  ftated,  that,  in  fuch  cafes  as  fell  within 
the  obfervation  or  information  of  the  witnefles,  they  had 
been  fet  to  wc  rk,  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to 
aflert  that  the  fluve  trade  was  the  fole  caufe  of  the  African^ 
wars.  No  doubt,  the  like  caufes  of  war  exifted  there  as 
clfewhere.  There  were  even  more  caufes  of  wars  in  Africa^ 
than  in  many  countries  (cxclufive  of  thofe  which  originated 
in  the  flave  trade)  owmg  to  the  more  imcivilized  ftateof  that 

continent. 
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continent.  But  he  did  aflert  that  the  flavc  trade  not  only  ob- 
flru£led  the  civilization  of  the  Africans,  and  increafed  their 
barbarifm,  bat  was  alfo  itfelf  a  dire£l  caufe  of  many  wart,  and 
ftrongly  tended  to  prolong  every  war  from  whatever  caufc  be- 
gun. 

With  regard  to  flavcs  fold  for  alledged  crimef,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton faid,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  learnt  of  flaves  fold  from  Sierra 
Leone,  not  one  convi^aion  was  fupported  even  by  the  feniblance  of 
juftice.  The  pretended  crimes  were  generally  witchcraft  and 
adultery.  Some  body  or  other  was  accufed  of  witchcraft,  on 
death  of  alraoft  every  great  man.  The  perfon  accufed  was  com- 
pelle4  to  drink  a  poifonous  draught  called  the  Red  Water.  If 
he  died,  his  reiations  were  frequently  feized  and  fold  as  flavcs. 
If  the  wretch  furvived,  and.  certain  fymptoras  appeared,  he 
was  himfelf  fold  for  a  flave,  and  there  were  not  wanting  in- 
ftances  of  Englifti  flave-traders  encouraging  this  iniquitOM 
kind  of  fuperftition.  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  he  was  informed  of 
one  in  particular  ftanding  by  and  waiting  the  confummation 
of  this  horrid  fcene.  Thofe  charged  with  adultery, '  of  whom 
he  had  heard,  had  been  always  fold,  without  any  open  trial, 
by  the  hufband,  who  united  in  his  own  perfon,  the  oiEces  c^ 
accufer,  and  judge,  and  jury,  was  often  the  only  witneft,  and 
finally  pocketed  the  whole  price  of  his  accufed  wife. 

To  the  cafe  of  debtors  fold  as  flaves,  Mr.  Thornton  folicited 
the  fpecial  attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  had  once  fuppofed  this 
to  be  the  Icaft  objediionable  method  of  procuring  flaves,  but 
farther  knowledge  of  the  fubjea  had  convinced  him,  that  no 
one  circumftance  of  the  fyftem  more  ilrikingly  demonftrated  its 
enormity.  The  firft  objeds  of  the  captains  of  flave-fhips  ob- 
vioufly  was  to  get  them  quickly  loaded.  The  detention  of 
veflels  was  always  expenfive ;  more  t)articularly  flave-vcflels, 
loaded  as  they  were,  with  human  beings,  whofe  fupport  is 
fome  expence,  arid  the  danger  of  whofe  mortality  daily  increaf- 
ed, wlule  they  remained  on  board.  With  every  captain,  there- 
fore,  the  ftandard  of  every  flave-faflor's  merit  was  the  time  ia 
which  he  could  furnifti  a  cargo  of  flaves.  In  order  to.obtaih  a 
quick  loading,  ample  credits  were  given;  and  the  cuftom  of 
die  country  fecured  thofe  who  gave  fuch  credits  from  any  great 
riik ;  for,  in  cafe  of  infolvency,  the  debtor  and  the  people  of 
histDWnHtight  be  feized,  to  the  amount  of  the  debt.  In  this 
way,  the  more  opulent  traders  on  the  coaft  kept  the  inferior 
head-men  in  complete  dependence.  They  diftributed  Eurb- 
pean  goods  amoilg  them,  and  on  the  firft  urgent  demand  from 
a  flave-captain,  they  feized,  or  threatened  to  feize  the  inferior 
chiefs.     The  latter  in  their  turn  feized  the  people  of  their  o*vn 

village^?; 
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Tillages ;  while  the  Ibve-captain,  on  the  like  principle,  claim- 
ed the  fame  right  of.'feiZridgboth  chiefs  and  people  dl  every 
fort. 

Mr.  Thorntort  here  begged  Gentlemen  to  mark  the  different 
.cficfls  of  legitimate  commerce  in  this  country,  and  of  the  Have 
trade  hi  Africa.  If  a  Britilh  merchant  or  manufa6hirer  was 
focccfsfuly  the  increafe  of  his  capital,  increafed  alfo  the  na- 
tional wealth.  Being  employed  in  fetting  freih  hands  to  im- 
prove the  land,  to  extend  manufadlure  and  ere&  machinery 
it  proportionably  added  to  the  productive  induftry  of  the  king, 
dom.  It  increafed  its  riches,  its  flrength,  and  its  population^ 
and  every  waV  advanced  the  general  good.  Here,  therefore, 
ihc  profperity  of  the  individual  was  the  profpcrity  of  the 
ihtc.  But  in  Africa  this  was  reverfed.  Mr,  Thorn- 
ton ihllanced  an  African  of  the  name  of  Cleveland,  who,  hav- 
ing come  to  England,  received  fome  educatiop  at  Liverpool, 
returned  to  Africa,  and  carried  on  the  flave  trade  with  more 
than  common  expertnefs.and  fuccefs.  With  a  fmall  original 
ftock,  he  fixed  himfelf  on  the  fertile  ifland  of  Bananas,  a  fpot 
fo  eligible  and  improveable  that  the  company  once  entertained 
doubt  whether  they  ought  not  to  give  it  the  preference  even  to 
Sierra  Leone,-  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  which  it  is  iituated. 
As  the  wealth  of  Cleveland  increafed,  he  dealt  it  out  in  cre- 
dits to  the  neighbouring  chiefs,  whom  by  thts  means  he  always 
retained  in  a  uate  of  dependence.  For  example,  if  in  one  year 
begained  a  hundred  pounds,  he  lent  it,  or  goods  to  the  amount, 
to  the  chief  of  a  town,  thus  bringing  him  into  fubje£tion,^nd 
acauiring  a  right  to  feize  him  and  all  his  people,  in  cafe  he 
failed  in  payment.  Tbef  ccond  hundred  pounds  of  profit  put 
another  town  into  hi^  power,the  third  hundred  would  enable  him 
to  enflave  and  break  up  a  third  town,  and  fo  on.  Precifcly  in 
diis  way,  had  Mr.  Cleveland  laid  wa(lc  town  after  town  on 
the  river  Sherbro.  This  was  notorious  in  that  part  of  Africa. 
The  Company's  (ervants  had  viflted  three  or  four  towns  which 
he  had  in  this  manner  depopulated.  Mr.  Thornton,  hovirr 
ever,  begged  Gentlemen  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
by  no  means  a  man  of  bad  charader  in  Africa ;  for,  in  all  his 
tranfadions,  of  which  a  fpecimen  had  been  given,  he  had  nevei 
been  kn6wn  to  deviate  from  the  eftabliflied  cuftotHs  of  diat 
country.  Though  it  was  fufpe6ied  that  his  death  was  occafion- 
ed  by  poifon  given  him  by  the  lower  natives,  his  memory  was  re- 
Ijpcfied  among  the  traders.  He  had  even  been  called  ^'a  gDod  sind 
bainane  man;"  for  it  was  his  maxim  never  to  <<  catch^  and  fell  the 
inbabitantsof  any  town,  as  many  othersdid,  without  having  prcvl- 
oufly  acquired  a  right  fo  to  do,  by  getting  the  head-man  into  his 
4ebt. 

Thus, 


fei«<ir  la  truth.  "^j'-^^^^fSJSow.  WhLo  M». 
Watt  with  another  rf  the  ^***"^*^ .i_r__7.».UiJ  to 
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ib^tndewooW^.n^J^^  •Jenfej^.fc^to 
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die  iBBiuitow  f'*"'?r*7^-irt  ^mfe  that  die  flam^im 

tbtng  like  fimibr  ciIannftallce^  ■*«•  nmtj  vmm  wow 
**  rf"*?!^-**  Be«t  toochei  00  IbBK  rf  the  wfiowcMaefci 
B,  dT»»tk»  whk*  attend*  th.  J-^ftaJ^^  Wlrie  ihdie 

orprodMce.fro«thenatiTc«whobwihtdowitbodifa>MB,  tt 
wi!^,ttat  fea«k»  which  w«w.f|«nfa«ody^fcdi 
wcrcdwfe  oFthe  Sierra  LeooeComw^*^ -At  !!*«. 
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which  woold  take  ofF  all  their  ccminioditieSy  and  not  to  tha 
which  would  Tcfuie  to  take  their  ilaves.     The  profits  alCa  on 
(laves  were  often  very  abundant.     Thus  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company  had  a  competition  to  maintain  with  the  traders  in 
flaves,  on  very  unequal  terms  j  infomuch  that  they  could  not 
rationally  expeft  that  fuccefs  to  which  they  feemcd  on  every 
^account  to  be  entitled,  until  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade 
(hould  open  the  way  to  fair  and  honourable  commerce  in  Af- 
rica.    Such  a  commeroe  in  the  produce  of  the  foil,  the  com- 
pany had  attempted  with  the  Foulah  country  which,  had  been 
▼iiited  by  Mr.  Watt  and  another  gentlemau.     The  king  of 
that  remote  region  had  (hewn  much  inclination  to  abolilh  the 
flave  trade,  and  to  enter  into  a  trade  in  produce  with  the  com- 
pany.   All  that  inland  country  was  found  to  be  much  more 
civilized  than  the  coaft.     The  people  were  employed  in  fabrr- 
cating  feveral  kinds  of  manufai^ure,  and  the  children  were  re- 
gularly inftrufled  in  reading  and  writing:    One  of  the  towns 
contained  about  5000  people,  and  another  about  7000;  where- 
as on  die  whole  coaft  of  Sierra  Leone,  there  was  not  a  (ingle 
village  containing  500  inhabitants.     The  Company  had  fettled 
a  &^ory  at  the  liead  of  a  river,  with  a  view  to  begin  a  trade  in 
.produce,  when  fome  Englifh  flave-traders fettled  near  the  place* 
fummoned  a  palaver  (or  council)  to  which  feveralof  the  neigh- 
bouring chiefs  were  alfo  called.    Thctr  objeA  was  toexpell  the 
company's  faSory,  whether  by  robbing  the  faSors  of  there 
goodS)  or  by  ^  doing  violence  to  their  perfons,  did  not  clearly 
appear.     But  it  was  certainly  known,  that  the  native  chieft 
carried  it  againft  the  Briti(b  traders, in  fiaves,  that  the  fa^ory 
of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  (hould  remain;  for  they  were 
convinced  that  the  Company  were  not,  as  they  had  been'induf- 
trioufly  reprefented  to  be,  the  difturbers  of  the  peace,'  and  the 
inva^rs  of  the  property,  the  rights  and  the  country  of  the  Af- 
ricans.    Shortly  after  this  palaver,  a  party  of  the  Foulahs,  com- 
ing down  to  tht  fadory  with  their  ptxxluce,  were  fired  on  from 
the  buthes,  and  one  of  them  was  killed.    In  confequeoce  of 
this  attack,  but  partly  alfo  from  a  war  which  had  taken  place, 
the  paths  had  been  (lopped.    This  a£t  of  violence,  it  was  true, 
could  not  with  certainty  be  traced  to  the  (lave  traders.    Bat  it 
•  .  had  fince  pretty  clearly  appealed,  that  the  gun  which  did  the 
mifchief  had  been  fired  by  a  black  man  in  the  fervice  of  a  white 
ilave-tradcr.  .    - 

Mr.  Thornton  made  fome  additional  obfervations  on  the  duty 

.  incumbent  on  the  Britifli  Legiflature,  of  abolifliing  fuch  a  trat- 

(ick  as  ho  had  defcribed,  on  the  principles  of  morality,  juftice, 

and 
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and  found  policy,  all  which  fliould  induce  us  to  promote  the 
peace  and  civilization  of  Africa*  He  then  expreiled  bis  hcartf 
allent  to  the  motion. 

Mr*  5miir//oppofcd  the  motion.  He  thought  it  produAive 
of  no  fmall  danger,  becaufe  if  adopted,  it  would  eo  to  unfettle 
the  legal  tenures  by  which  the  Proprietors  of  Weit  India  eftates 
held  tneir  pofifcffions.  He  would  aflL»  was  the  Houfe  prepred  to 
take  fucb  a  (tep  without  at  the  fame  time  offering  them  adequate 
compenfation  ?  Such  a  meafure  would  be  unjuft,  without  at 
the  lame  time  granting  a  compenfation  to  thofe  who  hold 
granU  in  the  "Weft  Indies  of  the  Crown.  He  objeded  to  the 
motion  alfo  as  it  would  materially  afie£t  the  trade  with  the: 
Weft  Indies.  Nor  was  it  fair  to  charge  the  colonies  with  an 
unwillingnefs  to  fulfill  the  defire  of  the  Houfe  for  meliorating 
the  condition  of  the  ilaves,  and  gradually  ;|lx>lifl)ing  the  trade* 
He  beJieved  the  honourable  Member  would  find  the  penalty  of 
500L  impofed  by  the  Colonial  Afl^mbly  on  thofe  who  cut  oflT 
the  ear  of  a  flave,  to  be  greater  than  fome  penalties  to  be  found 
in  the  old  ftatute  books  of  this  kingdom  ^foc  fimibr  offences. 
Thefe  aflcmblies  had  alfo  enabled  penalties  on  thofe  who  were* 
wanting  in  humanity,  by  not  providing  a  fufficieni  quantity  of 
provifion  for  their  (laves.  He  faw  but  little  force  in  ,  what  the 
hon.  Mover  had  fuggefted  of  danger  to  the  cobnies  from  the 
optiire  of  ilave  (hips,  and  from  the  circumftanceof  fre(h  (laves 
being  entrufted  with  arms  by  the  enemy.  The  fmall  number 
'  of  (laves  thus  captured,  even  if  armed  ,agaiu(l  us,  could  not 
avail,  confidering  the  efficient  (brce  we  have  in  the  Iflands. 
He  obje^ed  alfo  to  the  motion,  as  it  went. to  counteract  the 
addreu  of  laft  feflion,^  in  which  His  Majefty  was  requeued  tQ 
recommend  to  the  colonies  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  feemed 
good  to  them,  in  order  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  daves. 
And  he  farther  objected  to  it,  becaufe  it  did  not  go  to  propofe 
any  rcdrefs  to  the  grievances  and  lofTes  of  thofe  whofe  property 
would  be  immediately  affefted  by  fuch  a  meafure.  He  thought 
the  motion,  likcwife  was  brought  foiward  very  unfeafonablv, 
at  the  very  tin^e  when  the  Colonial  Aflemblies  were  ad^iially 
deviGng  means  to  meliorate,  the  condition  of  the  (laves.  He 
particularly  referred  to  the  means  taken  fof  their  moral  and 
religious  inftttiftion,  and  the  e^pence  of  fupporting  the  clergy 
and  miflionaries  in  Jamaica,  &c.  for  fuch  purpofes. 

Mr.  Canmng  role  to  explain  ;  as  did  Mr.  Sewell  and  Mr. 
WilbeHbrcc.       • 

Colonel  Gafctigne  coniidered  this  as  a'  queftion  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  commercial  interefts  of  this  country.  The 
bonduraMe  Gentleman-  who  made  the  motion  did  no  lefs  than 
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^\  »|mi  the  HouTe  to  refcind  its  focpier  reCbiulian ;  and  1m 
wwlds^  whore  vt3  oithtf  tbii  aonfiflency  orpnidenc^of 
this  dereliSion  ? — Millions  of  lofs  to  the  ifevtnM  of  this 
onuniry  woulfl  iniihiNlialely  fM&w  tkis  motiefi*  if  wloptcd.  It 
WIS  flaadc  9\tQ  at  a  time  toomomontMis  andcritieal  to  attempt 
to  put  iato  pitaAiceaoy  Ipeculative  refonney  and  he  was  fur- 
pvifed  that  any  (tSentlemea  who  were  alive  to  this  apprehea- 
fion  in  other  inftances,  fhould  not  be  more  upon  their  guard 
in  the  preient  inftance.  The  Houfe  fliouM  confider  whe- 
Acr  it  'Would  indemnify  thofe  who  would  be  ftiilfcrers»  and 
the  fide  it  ri^n,  of  irritating  the  colonies  by  fuch  proceedings^ 
and  ol  throwiag  the  Weft  India  trade  into  the  bands  of  our 
enemies. 

Mr.  Buxton  thought  this  was  a  time  when  the  true 
'  lovers  of  lij^r^  (hou)d  diftingufh  themfelves  from  the  pro- 
niK)ters  of  iicentioufbefe.  The  prefbnt  ^ueftion  Rood  on  nich 
felid  pounds  as  to  chim  all  true  lovers  of  liberty  for  its  ad- 
vocates. A  regard  to  the  inter^  of  the  countryi  and  the 
Ikfcty  of  the  colonies  alfo  required  the  abolition  of  the  flave 
trade ;  nor  could  it  be  fiippofed  that  tbe  negroes  in  our  colo- 
nics could  be  long  continued  in  a  ftate  of  fl^avery^  when  at 
the  Aime  time  they  faw  thofe  ia  our  enemies  colonies  eixianci- 
pated  ^  But  the  prefent  motion  did  not  so  this  lepgth^  but 
'  merely  to  (lop  th^  freih  importations  of  flaves  from  Africa  ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  redound  to  the  honour[of  that  Houfe 
hi  a  CQnftitutional  way,  to  put  an  end  tp  the  horrors  of  Oa- 
very. 

Mr.  Hhihoufi  thought  thjQ  honoyratle  Mo^^er  of  thi?  queH- 
tion  lb,  f&r  from  meriting  bhme^  that  he  was  to  be  com- 
mendud  for  his  la^udable  pcrfeverance  in  bringing  forward  fo 
}qaportant  a  meafui;e.  In  the  correfpondence  with  the  colo- 
nials afftmblies,  which  had  beei)  laid  before  the.  Houict  he 
?»Kofei&d  \\^  could  not  fee  2(ny  thing  like  a  feriousidifpofition 
o  qieet  the  wiflies  of  the  Houfe.  The  governors  of  two  of 
the  i^ands  had  remained  filent  to  the  Duke  of  Portland's  let- 
t9Ji;  in  fome  of  theifjands  no  moafures  had  been  taken»  fo 
that  he  thought  bu^  Uttle  wa^^abe  exp^d^d  fa?n),that  quar- 
ter. A  qiiftaken  idea  of  gain,  or  iate^eft,  or  elCb  old  efiabliflif* 
ed  prejudices,  prevailed;  and  it  was  €;ven  evident  ihatfome 
q£  th^.Co)o^ial  Aflf^mblies  wei;e  }bocX^'^h.tjhe application 
ma^e  to  them  by  the  Secretary  of  State. — The  abolition  of 
th^Qave,  tx^ade  had  been  obje£Udfto  a^  iivpra£Ncabl« ;  but 
fuppofip^  the  fhjp«  of  war  sipd  quft^iys,  might  notrbe  aUf  (if 

tbi^  m»Tm  w^i^  q^^^ied^tQ^gH^  ^hi^cimIH)^  ihkuaflfe^:  ^^% 
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in  that  cafe  the  plaolcr  w<9uld  not  be  injured,  and,  at  any  rate, 
Faflia'nient  wonid  wipe  \ts  bapck  of  the  iniquity  of  giving  i( 
its  countenaQce.    The  danger  of  an  infurre&ion  among  the 
ncgroe$  in  the  colopies  had  been  fuggeAed ;  but  had  aiiy  thing 
like  this  been  heard  of  i»  the  Danim  iflands,  notwithftanding 
the  determination  of  that  governnient  to  abdiili  the  trade  r 
Xhe  meafure,  in  his  opinion,  wa$  both  poh'ticand  well  timed  ; 
for  if  we  would  cfi^ually  lefifi  France  in  the  colonies,  it 
muil  be  by  embodying  tl>e  negroes,  and  abqli(hing  their  pre* 
Cent  degraded  fituation.     Though  all  agree  that  the  traffic  of 
'  Slaves  was  cruel,  yet  lie  was  ibrry  to  lee  that  this  trade  bad 
lately  been  on  the  increafe  ;  and  here  he  could  not  but  advert 
to  the  encouragement  gluien  by  bis  Majedy's  Proclamation,  to  . 
export  Slaves  irom  our  iilands  to  the  Spani(b  colonies,  even  al- 
though Ia  a  ftate  of  war  with-  them.    And  in  reading  it  he 
had  not  been  a  little  (hocked  to  fee  that  negroes  were  not  only 
clafled  with  cattle,  but  even  with  rum  a^  other  mercantile 
commodities. 

The  Cbancillvr  of  th*  Exchquer  faid,  before  I  trouble  the 
Hoafe  with  the  £ew  remarks  that  1  have  to  offer  upon  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  prefent  Motion^  and  which  w'rll  detaia  it  but  a 
very  few  minutes^  I  caapot  let  flip  this  oppoctuoity  of  ncAify- 
ipg  the  mifunderftanding  .which  has  gone  abroad  upon  the 
fubje^  to  which,  the  honourable  Gentleman'  alluded  in  the 
cooclufion  of  his  fpeectu  I  certainly  (heutd  be  very  mud* 
ihocked  at  the  idea  of  this  deteflcd.  traffic  being  carried  on  in. 
the  manner  which  the  proclamation  f;:ems  to  imply,  or  that 
anyextenfion  beyond  what  its  warmeft  advocates  have  con-* 
tended  fer  (hould  be  fuffered  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  The 
faA,  however,  fhortly  is,  thatafreeiport  being  eftablilhed  in  one 
oC  the  Wed  India  iflands,  without  any  provilion  at  all  relative 
to  negn>  flaves^  it  ft>  happened  that  reference  v^s  made  to  an 
ASt  of  Parliamentyin  which  (and  I  am  (brry  that  at  any  period 
ofthehiftory  of  thi^  cQuntry  fuch  a  pra£tice  fbould  have  re- 
vived the  iaoiSion  of  the  X<egiflature}  flaves  were  enumerated 
among  a  variety  of  articles  or  commerce.  On  a  reprefenta- 
tioUf  bc'mg  made  of  the  cafe^  explanatory  infiruiSlions  were 
immodiatdy  fent  ogti  directing  that-  flaves  (hould  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  articles  to  which  the  free  port  en(ended.  This 
is^ the  fimplb  ftate  of  the  cafe  ;  and  I  am  glad  that  the  honour- 
able QeatlemaH.hai  given  me  this  public  opportunity  of  cor* 
ceAiag  a  miftake,  kojia  wYikh  many  felfe  and  ill  fouiuied  iiw 
fezii^ccs  qngho  have  been  drawn. 

1  agree  with  my  honourable  Friend  who  bnsDg^t  forwards 
l\m  «oiiim».i^iirno(bii^  i»  mere  clear  than,  that  it  is  mod 
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urgent  tn  point  of  time  to  adopt  the  meafure  of  the  immediato 
and  total  abolition,  eren  for  the  fafety  of  the  Weft  India 
iflands  themfdves.  Hitherto,  widiout  defending  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  abominable  traffic  proceeds  ;  widiout 
jufHfving  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  with  which  it  is  attended, 
and  the  mifery  to  which  it  gives  rife  ;  foine  have  contended 
for  its  farther  continuance,  upon  the  eround  that  it  was  nc* 
ceflary  for  the  intereft  of  the  iflands.  In  anfwer  to  this  ai^gu* 
ment,  at  heft  but  doubtful,  and  where,  upon  a  comparifon  of 
all  the  confiderations  which  the  queftion  involves,  the  balance 
feemed  to  incline  the  other  way,  we  now  can  prcfs  the  necef- 
fity  of  an  immediate  and  total  abolition  for  the  ialvaticn  of 
thofe  very  iflands  which,  it  was  argued  fuch  a  meafure  would 
dcftroy.  The  colonial  regulations,  from  which  thofe  who 
acknowledged  the  guilt  of  the  traflfic,  while  they  fhrunkfrom 
the  danger  of  its  immediate  abolition,  never  can  be  effeftual 
t6  produce  thofe  internal  arrangements,  or  facilitate  thofe  pre* 
parations  for  the  gradual  abolition,  while  frefh  importations 
continue  to  be  made  from  Africa.  'No  inftitutions  can  avail 
to  eftabljO)  order  among  the  negroes,  and  enable  them  to  fup- 
ply  the  demands  of  the  iflands,  if  they  are  conftantly  to  be  de- 
ranged by  new  importations,  and  if  the  progrcfs  of  improve-. 
meht  is  to  be  retarded  by  new  incorporations. 

It  perhaps  may  be  thought  prefumptuous,  without  any  local 
knowledge,  to  aflcrt  fo  confidently  what  is  neceflary  to  give 
effa^  to  the  internal  meafures  of  the  regulations  propofed. 
Unlefs,  however,  thofe  wha  fupport  the  traffic  can  fhew,  that 
the  danger  is  not  rendered  greater  by  the  new  importations, 
and  that  the  internal  tranquillity  would  not  be  difturbed  by 
freih  incorporations,  we  muft  z6t  upon  our  own  judgment,  and, 
be  guided  by  our  own.  authority.  The  contemplation  of  fu- 
ture advantages  fometimes  makes  men  blind  to  pcefent  dangers. 
For  fome  diftant  improvements,  the  Gentlemen  upon  the 
otlicr  fide  overlook  their  real  intereft,  and,  to  favour  the  falfc 
calculation  on  which  this  principle  proceeds,  they  would  have 
us  not  only  overlook  that  very  intereft  which,  whether  they 
fee  it  or  not,  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  guard,  but  that  duty  which, 
with  the  convi£kion  we  have  upon  the  fubjedt,  we  are 
bound  to  obey. 

We  are  told  to  poftpone  the  confideratbn  of  the  abolitbn 
till  fome  future  period  ;  but  we  hear  of  no  fpecific  time  fixed 
at  which  the  fubjed  may  be  refumod,  or  at  what  time  the 
caufe  of  the  delay  will  ceafe  to  exift.  We  are  told  likewife 
that  we  ought  not  to  intermeddle  ;  that  matters  are  in  a  fair 
train,  and  that  by  means  of  the  regulations  which  may  be  ex^ 
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peAed,  the  period. "when  die  abolition  may  witir  fafety  tadce 
place  win  foon  arrive.  But  what  certainty  have  we  that  thefe 
meafures  or  regulations  will  be  adopted  at  all,  or  that  they 
will  be  attended  with  fuccefs  tn  their  application  i  We  (ce 
that  the  profeffions  of  thofe  who  are  hoflile  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fure,  fay  very  llttld  of  the  fpeedy  abolition,  very  little  of  its 
ultimate  fuccefs.  If  the  addrefs  carried  lad  year  to  recommend 
regulations  upon  the  ii{bjed,  was  meant  as  an  expedient  to 
avoid  altogether  the  abolition  of  the  traffic,  it  may  on/  this  ac- 
count be  a  favourite  with  fome.  1  do  not  believe,  however, 
that  it  was  brought  forward,  or  in  general  fupported,  upon 
fudi  a  view ;  .regulations  of  that  nature,  however,  can  never 
prove  efie^ual  till  they  receive  vigour  and  energy  from  the 
abolition.  This  alone  will  impofe  the  neceffity  of  obeying 
mere  regulations,  and  accelerate  thofe  arrangements  which>re 
deemed  neceflary  to  prepare  for  its  taking  plac^.  This  would 
be  requifite  to  enforce  the  regulations  which  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  bring  the  negroes  into  that  ftate  which  would  render 
farther  importations  Uiperfluous.  To  introduce  new  importa- 
tions would  be  completely  to  derange  all  inftitutions  of  this 
nature,  and  prevent  any  favourable  change  in  the  lituation  of 
negroes  from  beiiig  effe<^ed. 

But  when  we  fee  nothing  propofed  for  the  fpeedy  abolition, 
and  fcarce  any  thing  for  the  ultimate  abolition,  we  fhould  be  ^ 
ftill  more  cautious  how  we  confent  to  any  delay  of  the  imme* 
diate  and  total  abolition*  One  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
B.  Edwards)  contends  that  all  the  wafte  land  in  the  Weft  In^ 
dia  iflands  muft  previoufly  be  cultivated.  Upon  this  point  it 
is  impoffibie  for  me  to  comment  in  more  appropiate  language 
dian  was  nied  by  my  honourable  Friend  befide  me  (Mr.  Can- 
ning). From  his  not  having  the  documents  before  him,  there  ' 
is  one  point  which  he  did  not  explain  fo  fully  as  I  wifh  to 
(late  it  to  the  Houfe. — At  what  period  then  will  it  be  proper 
and  right  to  difcufs  the  total  abolition  ?  It  appears  from  a 
'  llatement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that  the  quantity  of  un* 
cultivated  land  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  is  about  two-thirds 
XDore  than  that  already  in, cultivation.  It  appears  that  for  this 
2  qo,ooo  negroes  are  required.  To  fuffice  for  the  cultivation 
of  other  parts,  the  complete  number  of  600,000  more  living  at 
the  (ame  time  would  be  neceflary.  To  procure  this  fupply 
then  it  would'  be  neceflary  to  import  not  merely  this  number, 
but  to  inijport  with  all  the  frightful  wafte.of  mortality  with 
which  this  importation  b  attended^  till  the  tuII  number  rscom.-* 
pietcd. 
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From  z  oomparifixi  of  tfae  importoikxi  neosflSiry'to  make 
oat  tbe  2|O»00O  eoapioycd  in  the  prefent  Cttltivatioti  of  cbif 
iOmdf  and  taking  into  view  tho  kicreafed  ratio  of  mortality 
in  pro|K>rtiofi  to  the  number  rrquired*  in  order  to  give  60O9O00 
aegroess  living  at  the  fame  tinie^  an  importation  of  between 
a  I  and  12000  ia  neceflary  !  It  is  to  be  confidered  likewife» 
that  this  ibocking  £icri^e  of  homan  beings  is  not  fi>r  the  fop- 
^y  of  enterphfes  long  fince  undertaken ,  and  of  a  coounerce 
long  fince  eftabliihed.  It  is  for  the  cre^ion  of  a  new  cofeny, 
though  upon  the  laiae  ifland.  It  makes  no  diference  that 
tfus  land  is  fituatcd  in  a  territory  previoufly  known*  inftead  of 
n  new  dUcovorod  trad  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean.-^It  it  a 
n^  and  voluntary  eftabli(hment.  With  oar  eyes  open  to  ail 
the  guilt  which  the  enterprife  would  involve,  and  all  the  hor- 
fora  of  ivliich  we  profefs  to  be  fenfible.  >e  would  plunge  into 
d>is  voluntary  in^my. 

It  nay  be  faid,  indeed,  that  this  land  is  already  planted,  and 
Aat  valuable  confideralions  have  hero  given  with  a  view  Id 
bring  it  into  cultivation*  Still  this  land  cannot  be  confidered 
aa  cultivate^.  If  valuable  coniiderationa  have  indeed  been 
given  with  a  view  to  cuItiYation,  it  certainly  would  be  £air 
that  the  perfons  who  proceed  upon  this  idea,  fliould  be  reim** 
buiied  by  the  public  to  that  extent^  and»  to  fuch  a  meafore, 
I  for  one  would  have  no  ohjeAion.  But  fuppoiing  that  tins 
plan  of  extended  cultivation  were  to  be  adopted,  let  tis  tadce  all 
the  affiftance  of  cakulatkm,  and  try  to  ccmfider  wW  period 
of  abolition  this  podponement  of  diicuffion  would  be  likeiy  13 
give.  The  procefs  is  very  fimpk.  We  know  tiiat  in  the  hft 
100  years  the  cultivation  has  been  goinsp  on,  till  the  nmnher 
of  negroes  amounts,  in  the  ifland  of  Jamauray  to  150,000. 
Upon  the  calculation,  that  with  6oq»ooo  negroes,  a  oorvef- 
ponding  lei^tb  of  time  will  be  necsr&ry  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  rcmaimog  tw<Kthirds,  (uppofed  capaUe  of  cultivation,  the 
period  of  the  inal  aholition«  upon  the  bonowrable  Gentleman's 
plan,  would  be  protracted  for  no  left  tlian  140  yean !  If 
this  then  is  to  be  the  rule  b^  which  the  abolition  erf"  this  hor- 
rible trafic  is  to  be  determined,  I  cannot  but  underftand 
it  at  a  deelancibn  that  it  ia  to  be  perpetual,  and  mod  abandon 
all  hope  of  the  nation  being  ever  freed  from  theguiic  ani  tu- 
prooch  tthich  its  continuance  inijpnk 

It  has  been  (aid  likewife,  on  ageneral  gronnd^  that  aa  Ais 
tratfc  vraa  encouraged  by  the  l^giflatnce,  the  abolition  vronid 
be  unjuA  towards  tbofe  who  had  a£bed  upon  the  faith  of  the 
cxifting  lav^ — It  was  well  anfwered^  that  the  Legiflatore 
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tifcisn  ht(t6ws  encoaragemetft  upon*  biinchfcs  of  tommcrea 
Whieh;  indifferent  drctjtnftslhce^,  it  U prudent  to  withdntwl 
it  is  faid  here,  indeed,  that  the  ineafure  of  Abolition  wouM 
kfOt  the  exiftence  of  the  Weft  India  iflands  This  aflerliorii 
hpwcvcf  ;*  is  begging  the  qiieftion.  It  has  been  proved,  that 
In  proportion  as  regulation  fepetfedlng'the  neoeiBtyof  hew 
importation  of  Negrpes,  has  been  pradifed,  it  na»  ever  beeii 
attended  with  the  greateft  advantage  \o  cnltivation  and  td 
'produce.  If,  however,  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
Would  tab^  away  the  exiftence  of  the  iflands^  the  Coldnial 
Jtegulixions,  which'  arc  ultimately  to  effeft  the  Abolition^ 
cannot  be  in  train.  It  is  no  wonder  that  no  fpecific  period 
Is  affixed  for  an  event  by  which  the  exiftence  of  the  coionie^ 
^  would  be  deftroyed  !  But  if  preparatory  meafu res  can  ulti- 
.mktely  effc&  the  Abolition,  it  certainly  can  ontybe  by  adopt*- 
!ng  fome  internal  regula'tions  refpefting  the  condition- of  the 
Slaves,  and  puttJng  fome  check  to  the  new  importation^ 
which  would  ovetthow  every  attempt  which  could  be  made 
/or  thfcir  improvement.  Any  partial  inconvenience  which 
they  migfit  experience,  ought  not  to  weigh  agaihft  the  in- 
dilputed principle  of  Abolition,  and  againftthefafety  of  the 
iilands  themfelves,  which  muft  depend  upon  reftfiAing  new 
importations.  The  meafures  of  regulation  muft  be  prbparlL 
lory  to  an  abolition  at  a  ftiort  period ;  if  a  peremptory  and 
immediate  Abolition  is  rejeftcd,  or  upon  every  principle  of 
juftice,  of  humanity,  and  of  policy,  I  moft  cordfaly  concut 
with  the  motion  of  ihy  hon.  Friend,  which  is  no  lefs  recomr4 
mended  by'evitry  moral  duty,  than  eflential  to  the  intereft  and 
to  the  fafety  of  the  Weft  India  iflands  themfelves. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  explained,  that  hi'  fpeaktng  of  the 
neceffity  of  completing  the  plantatlbns,  he  nciver  mentioned 
iuch  a  term  as  two  hundred  and  forty  years.  The  Mlnifier^ 
on  this  occafion,  created  fothimfelf  a  giant  to  find  emplojr* 
ment  for  his  fword. 

The  Chancellor  of  thi  Exchtqutr  replied,  that  he  did  not 
charge  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  ufing  the'words  two  hun^ 
dred  and  forty  years,  but  that  he  urged  the  neceflity  of  com- 
pleting the  plantations,  which  would  occupy  that  periods 

Sir  ff^.  Young  faid  that  he  muft  implore  the  'Holife,  on  all 
important  queftion  of  this  natureto  confidcr  the  Weft  India^ 
Iflands  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Britifti  Empire,  zdd  to  pay 
that  attention  which  was  due  to  the  body  of  Weft  India 
Planters.  Perhaps  Gentlemen  were  not  aware  how  difficult 
was  the  fituationof  the  Colonial  AiTembUes,  whh  regard  totbe 
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fubjedfcfenrdcothdricgolattoo.  Ilwsstbeiuevdcstop- 
fiico  in  the  t(U0d»4hat  the  cfiiaiici|KUumof  die  N«roes»  mai 
theaboUtionoftheSbveTradewookigot^getlier*  Hewifbel 
the  Houfe  to,  refleA  that  cabmities  might  happcHt  fbdi  as 
war,  conflagration,  difinftt  &c.  to  deftroy  the  populatioo  of 
Negroes  belonging  to  an  eftate,  without  any  remedy,  if  fiefii 
importations  were  prohibited ;  and  thus  a  £sital  blow  mi^ 
be  given  to  the  property  of  the  Weft  India  Planters,  whtlft 
that  gradual  fyftem  of  meliorating  their  condition,  which  was 
purfuing  in  the  iflands,  under  the  fanfiion  of  the  Colonial 
Aflemblies  would  have  quite  different  efieds.  In  St.  Vin- 
cent's, in  particular,  the  wiih  of  the  Governor  and  Cooocil 
was  much  in  favour  of  the  Negroes.  Were  the  Meafuic 
now  moved  for  ever  to  take  eflcd,  he  wi(hed  it  to  be  preced- 
ed by  humane  laws  in  the  colonies,  in  favour  of  the  Negroes, 
fo,that  the  vote  of  abolition  mght  afer wards  become  a  maner 
of  no  ferious  confequence.  ' 

The  happy  date  of  the  Negroes,  arifing  from  the  eman- 
cipation InGuadaloupe,  has  b^n  mentioned,  and  it  has  been 
ftatedv  if  fuch  a  meafure  were  purfued  in  our  colonies,  how 
much  iefs  we.flieuld  have  to  fear  in  a.ftate  of  war.  But  he 
had  been  told  by  Mr.  Cooper,  (a  Gentleman  who  was  a 
prifoner  at  Guadaloupe)  that  when  the  Negroes  were  eman- 
cipated, and  told  they  muft  be  foldicrs,  and  give  their  labour 
to  the  State,  that  many  of  them  refufed  emancipation  on 
fuch  conditons.  For  his  owli  part,  he  owed-  much  of  his 
property  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  his  faithful  Negroes.  With 
refped  to  St.  Vincent's,  he  muft  inform  the  Houfe,  tha^  on 
the  Charib  lands,  which  became  lately  vacant  by  their  re- 
movali  was  already  formed  a  fet  of  new  Chaiibs ;  a  circum^ 
ftance  this,  which  he  thought  well  deferving  the  attention  of 
Adminiftration.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  queftion,  at  whic)i  time 
fliould  the  Slave  Tjjade  be  aboliflied  ?  He,  for  one,  wiOied 
nbt  to  st&,  the  part  of  a  batcher,  but  of  a  (kilful  furgeon.  He 
hoped  that  not  two  hundred  and  forty  years,  nor  forty  years, 
nor  even  ten  would  clapfc,  before  meafurcs  would  be  taken 
in  a  prudent  and  gradual  manner  to  prevent  diftrefs  to  the 
Negroes,  and  ruin  to  the  Britifti  property  there,  as  well  as  a 
feries  of  mifchief  in  the  iflands.  His  opinion  and  advice 
was,  that  the  Britifh  Lcgiflaturc  fliould  wait  a  few  years  in 
order  to  fee  whether  the  meafures  now  adopting  in  the 
Weft  India  iflands  produced  the  defircd  efFcft, 

Mr.  ff^.  Smith  contended,  that  the  Weft  India  Proprietors 
and  Planters  had  fufficient  warning  of  the  event  of  abolition, 

in 
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in  the  different  proceedings  of  the  Honfe  upon  the  ftibjeft 
within  the  laft  ten  years ;  particularly  in  thofe  of  the  year 
1792,  when  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Trade  ihould  ceafe  on 
the  I  ft  of  January  .1796,  and  ftiU  more  fo,  when,  by  a  verf 
large  majority  ot  the  Honfe,  the  gradual  abolition  of  it  was' 
voted,  in  the'  fame  year.     He  entered  into  fome  details  oC 
evidence,  to  prove  that  the  difproportion  of  the  fexes  was  by 
t)o  means  fo  much  as  infifted  on  by  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
fide.   By  thefe  it  appeared,  that  fo  far  from  there  being  only 
three  females  to  five  males,  the  difproportion,  even  in  tte 
years  1789  and  1790,  was  rather  lefs  than  fifteen  to  fourteen* 
The  importation  was  greater  fince  thofe  periods,  beyond  all 
former  example,  and  lufficicnt,  not  only  to  fupply  the  Britifh 
iflands,  but  for  large  re-exportations  to  various  foreign  co* 
lonies,  and  in  thofe,  if  the  proprietors  were  fo.  inclined,  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  fcleding  the  wwitn  (  a  gtnerul  laugh.) 
Mr.  Smith  obferved,  he  certainly  could  mean  nothing  ludi* 
crous  on  fo  important  and  folemn  a  fubjed :  he  was  aware 
of  its  being  fuch  a  one,  and  of  too  ihoclcing  a  completion  to 
1>e  mixed  with  any  thing  like  levity.     Much  ftrefs  had  bee^ 
'laid  upon  the  argument  of  its  being  the  intereft  of  the 
planter  to  render  riie  condition  of  the  Slaves  as  comfortable 
as  pofltble,'  and  two  colonial  Gentlemen  had  depofed  to  that 
cfFed  ;  but  their  alTertions  were  direftly  contradifted  by  the 
refolutions  of  the  Affcnibly  of  one  of  the  iflands  (St.  Chrifto- 
pher's)  by  which  it  appeared,  that  too  little  attention  was 
paid  either  to  the.  food  or  clothing  of  thefe  uphappv  crea« 
lures.     He  contended,  that  the  (hocking  accounts  given  of 
fhefe  parts  of  Africa,  where  the  traffic  prevailed,  wercftrift- 
iy  true,  and  in  no  wife  .controverted  by  the  accounts  given 
iy  a  late  traveller  (Mr.  Parke.)    The  Slav^  Trade,  he  faid, 
extended  tq  many  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  even  to  the 
(bores  of  t|ie  Red  fea,  and  on  fome  o^  the  iflands  near  the 
South-^aftcrn  coaft,  as  was  proved  by  thcf  accounts  given  by 
the  late  Sir  W.  Jones,  of  his  voyage  to  India.    With  refpcA 
to  what  had  been  thrqwn  out,  as  to  the  difficulties  of  making 
arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  and  the  expe£^a« 
lion  of  compenfation,  he  wiould  not  then  expatiate.     He 
-^ould  only  fay,   it  was  incumbent  upon  the  Houfe  to  do 
their  duty  in  the  firft  inftancc,  by  aboliftiing  the  Trade ;  and 
he  hoped  that  thofe  in  power,  or  thofe  who  took  the  lead  in 
reforming  the  manners  of  the  times,  would  not  content 
thcmfclves  with  thofe  comparatively  trivial  and  paltry  me- 
liorations,  but  acquit  therftfelves  and  the  country  of  th^ 
'  M  m  2  crinaQ 
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^riflie  of  XQuiptroRnciiig  a  fy Aon  too  execrable  for  the  powers 
efhuoitn.lauigutge  todefcribe,  and  not  offer  fuch  an  iafuU 
ifO  tfae  Almighty  O^ing,  as  to  iaiagiue  that  fuch  facriiice$  at 
k^  alluded  tOj  could  propitiate  theni,  while  they  connived  at 
Uieceirtinuaocc  of  tbi$de(lxu£liye  and  detefi^blc  tr^^  in  the 
perfons  oTtheir  fellow  creatures. 

^r.^  Mi9nik€r  Major  faid,  th^t  from  the  (late  of  Africsi, 
there  would  be  negroes  to  be  fold,  and  if  fo,  could  they  be 
fold  to  a  tnore  huoianifed.  people,  or  be  any  where  better 
H6it^d  than  by  usi  He  was  againft  the  motiQD. 

Mr,  'f //if  obferved,  that  thofe  at  prefent  interefted  in  the 
fraffipji  bad  jio  pbjedions  to  reftridions  upon  it.  Refpeding 
the  idea,  hp^ever,  that  the  population  could  be  kept  up,  fp 
as^to  render  farther  importation  unnecefTary,  he  had  bis 
doubts  of  the  experitQient^  and  was  certain  that  a  deficit  would 
jbortly  l>e!  found.  .  Regulations  were  wiihedfory  which  would 
cijfifine  the  trade  into  comparatively  narrow  Ufhits  to  its  pre- 
Sent  icaley  W^d.Qf  ftich  a  nature  as  he  thought  could  not  be 
pbjqj£led  to.  '  The  principle  of  compenfation  had  been  ad- 
verted to  ill  the  courfe  of  the,  debate  ^  apd  he  thought  fome- 
thingto. that  ,effe£l  was. proDiifedf  fit  oiFcsedy  by  the  Chan* 
c^elor.  of  thq  Exchequer.  He  thought  fuch  a  principle  was 
fouiuleclin..juftice,  though  in  his  individual  cafe,  as  a  pro- 
prietor  of  uncMlttvated  lands,  he  might  not  choofe  to  claim  it': 
the  regolAtion  of  that  .concern  (hould  lie  wi  h  the  Cc^niai 
Xiegiilatures.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  upon  the  me^ 
rit.8  of  the. general  gueftion  before  the  Houfc;  but  he  coiiW 
not. help  obferyiog  lomc  inconfifteney  in  the  condaft  of  Gen- 
tlemen on  that  night,  cpmpar^d  to  thl^rt  they  took  relped^- 
ing:thQaddre(s  on,  this  fubje£t  lad  year.  The  proceeding  of 
Parliarneatt  with  refped  to  the  Planters,  favoured  both  of 
^onclliatipnandfeverity.  He  thought  io  the  prefent  inflance, 
ihere  was  top  much  precipitation  in  bringing  on  the  queilion. 
pentlemen  fliould  have  waited  until  the  I^giflatures  of  the 
(flaxkds  aflembled^  when  their  intentions  refpeding  the  bnfi- 
laefs  cpuld  be  afcertained.  On  the  morality  and  JuftTce 
of  the  traffic,  he  believed,  Htile  difference  of  opinion 
cbtaiqed.  The  contending  parties  differed  only  as  to  the  means 
of  aboliihing  it  in  the  moft  unexceptionable  way. 

$ir  fF.  Toung  and  Mr.  Ellis  "fpoke  feverally  In  explana- 
tion* .        .  '      .     , 

.  Mr.  Fex  then  rpfc,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows: — 
After,  the  repeated  difcojlions  which  this  fubje£l  has  under- 
gone, 1  do  ^ot  rife  to  detain  you  long  ^ith  any  tedious  en- 
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jquiry  Into  the  principles  by  which  the  queflioh  ought  to  be 
tjedded.  1  ft^n  t^kc the Hbcfty,  however,  to makeafew rfer 
marks  upon  the  fentiments  which  have  been  txprefled  iti  the 
courfc  ot  the  debate,  by  thofe  yfvhd  have  pppofcd  the  prrfcpt 
tnotion.    The  Gentlemen  tipon  the  other  tide  are  extremely 
anxious  to  have  if  underftood  that  thiere  is  but  one  opinion  pf 
the  crticlty,  the  irthumanity,  the  injuftice,  and  the  immoia- 
lity  of  the  have  trade,  and  that  the  only  difference  between 
us  is.  what  is  the  beft.mode  to  abandon  the  ways  of  guilt  and 
iniquity  in  which  we  have  been  involv*^,  and  to  return  to 
the.  paths  of  juftice  and  of  right.  '  Now,  Sir,  it  might  have 
been  c^pcScd  that,  to  thofe  who  feel  as  I  do  upon  the  fnb- 
jeft,  it  would  have  been  a  ratisfg,aion  to  know,  that  though 
the  mode  which  we  rccpmtnetjd  is  not  a|>provcd,  the  princi^ 
pie  itfelf  is  folly  recogrtifed.  *  1  confcfs,  however,  that  mj 
n?eltngsare  not  thofe  of  fatisfadton.    My  feelings;  Sir^are 
thofe  6f  deep  humiliation.    To  me  it  is  matter  of  (b^me  and 
and  of  lamentation,  that  wefliouldbcf  fo  dead,  to  every  fefl.fe 
of  dignity;  that  the  country  fhouJdbc'fo  degenerate  from 
pyery  fenfe  of  virtde,  fo  funk  in  hyppcrify,   that,  notwMi- 
(landing  we  are  fo  iQud  in  founding  out*  dctcftation  of 'the 
pfiadice,  however  convinced  of  the  enormity  of  thewickcd-i 
pefs,  we. have  not  yet  abandoned, ^t  courfe*  Which  we  fo 
unanimoiifly  condemn.     We  are  agr.eed^hcn,  ttppn  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  meafure  now  propt>fed  ;  ten  yparsrhaye  ^lapfed 
fmce  the  atrocity  of  this  deteftcd  traffic  has  been  admitted.   A 
'Jprltilh  Parliament  has  been  ftilly  acquainted  with  the  guilt 
and  thc*reptoach:with  which  the  nation  has  beea  loaded;  not 
iwo  opinions  exifl  upon  the  fubjeft    aadyetin^all  that  time 
fioi  afmglc  ftcp  IS  taken  till  laft  year  to  remove  tht?  c^mfe,  and 
then  all  that  i$  done  is  by  way  of  rccommehdatton  to  facili- 
tate fome  poinrs  of  regulation  without  any  cefl&tion  of  the 
'inimoraHty.     If  any  foreigner  were  defirous  to  difcover  a 
fubjed  of  inveflive  againft  this  country  like  thofe  invedlives 
which  we  hav6  in  this  Houfefometjmes  heard  pronounced 
;igain(t  other  countries.  What  topics  of  accufat ion  could  he 
wifli  for  more  fubftantial ;  what  articles  of  charge 'more  re- 
levant, than  this  fimple  faa,^  that  for  ten  years  reqognrfing 
'the  injuftice  of  our  conduS,  and  the  enormity  of  the  wicked- 
nefsto  which  we  are  parties,  we  have  perfevered  m  it  agamft 
cur  avowed  conviftion  and  our  open  profeffions  t 

But  while  they  declare  their  di&pprobation  of  the  prac- 
tice in  words,  fome  of  thofe  who  oppqfe  the  motion  fecm  by 
^^ir  arguments  to  conflder  it  iii  akfs  culpable  point  of  view. 
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Wp  irc  told  that  fayagc  nations  go  to  war  with  each 
other;  that  their  prifoners  are  brought  to  market,  and 
ihat  as  they  are  tQ  be  fold  it  wobld  be  inhumanity  nqt 
to  .purchafc,  As  the  inKchief  is  done,  fay  they,  why 
may  not  we  derive  fome  advantage  from  it  ?  It  a  paf- 
fenger  is  to  rbe  robbed,  why  may  not  we  be  the  firft  tp 
plunder  him  ?  May  w^  not  ppnCciemioUfly  put  the  money  in 
pur  poc^c^ }  We  fl^all  make  the  booty  with  Icfs  fliew  of  iq- 
Yulty  of  mepaice^or  of  qrueltyythan  ufually  ^companies  fuch 
crimes.  We  may,  therefore,  plead  confiderable  merit.  We 
have  not  done  ail  the  ill  which  we  mig^t  have  done,  or  which 
ethers  in  our  fnuation  would  havq  done.  Such  are  the  ar- 
guments ^y  which  one  of  the  gre^tcft  Yvickednefle?  by  which' 
a  nation  was  ev^r  d)  (graced,  is  palUated*  They  are  mere 
favagcs  it  Teems ;  .their  princes cltjier  cut  their  throats  or  gra- 
tiiy. their  avarice  by  fending  them  to  market.  Wc  are  3icn 
afked,  is  it  aot  better  for  them  to  be  fent  to  the  Weft  Itidic?;? 
This  alterniivtivp,  ^s  was  faid  by  an  honourable  Gcntleraani 
is  put  too  generally.  They  a^e  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies 
but  how  are  they  fent }  Yet  they  are  ufed  kincjly t  If  we  are 
to  liden  to  theory  upon  the  fubje£l|  in  oppofition  to  expe- 
rience, an  ingenious  mat)  may  find  abunaanceof  (becioi^ 
.arguments  for  felling  aU  captjves.  Inlereft,  it  is  tiid,  i^ 
fufficientto  induce  kipdnefs  and  good  treatment,  The  an* 
fwer  is  (hort,  all  experience  is  againft  it.  We  Jcnow  that 
'fuch  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  power  leads  tp  abufe,  th%t 
the  idea  of  poflcfling  an  unlimited  authority  fo  far  from  in- 
fpiring  tcndcrnefs,  produces  contempt  of  the  objft  as  wortl;- 
Tcfs.  Cruelty  begets  cruelty,  and  oppreffion  breeds  oppreC- 
fion,  till  the  mind  becomes  hardened. 

But  there  is  a  better  anfwer  than  this — we  know  from  ex- 
perience that  fuch  is  the  ciife.  The  favage  cuftoms  wh  ch 
taught  the  leaders  of  an  army  that  they  had  a  tight  to  fell, 
taught  them  to  feel  lefs  the  guilt  of  gratifying  their  paffjons 
in  the  commiflion  of  them,  than  if  they  had  not  conceived 
themfelvcs  poffeffed  of  fuch  a  right.  Ot  this  all  hiftory,  an- 
cient and  modern,  affords  proof.  But  in  mentioning  the 
caufes  of  the  war,  does  the  honourable  Gentleman  fay  ths^t 
Mr.  Parke  informed  him  that  the  fale  of  flayes  was  not  ih^ 
caufe  ?  Was  not  the  fale  of  flaves  the  reward  of  victors  ? 
Other  caufes  of  war  may  no  doubt  exifl  among  the  favages. 
I  believe  no  man  in  thefe  times  will  fay  that  flavery  is  thp 
only  caufe  of  war.  Do  not  wc  know  th^t  ambition,  revengq, 
hatred,  and  other  bad  pa(Hons  of  mankind,  have  been  the 

caufes 
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icaufes  gf  war  ?  that  npt  only  in  barbarous^  but  ia  more  cuU 
tivated  times,  they  have,  been  the  origin  of  bloody  wars } 
Indeed,  if  the  abfence  of  thefe  caufes  of  war  be  the  mark  of 
accufation,  it'muft  be  confefled  that  hitherto  we  have'  not 
made  very  great  progrefs. — What,  then,  becaufe  hatred,  am^ 
1)itiont  revenge,  are  caufes  of  war,  is  it  nothing  to  add  an^ 
ther  powerful  motive  to  war,  that  of  avarice  ?  Does  no  guilt 
attach  to  thofe  who  fufnifh  this  new  principle  of  evil?  May 
not  this  prefent  an  additional  caufe  }  Africa  has  ever  been  one 
of  the  moil  uncultured  parts  of  %he  globe.  In  Africa  this 
traffic  has  in  fome  decree  prevailed  at  every  period.  The 
Tale  of  human  beings  lias  been  made  an  article  of  gain,  and 
is  this  no  impediment  to.the  advancement  of  knowledge,  and 
the  progrefs  of  ct  viFization  ? 

Ad  honourable  Gentkm^n  tells  us  that' we  ought  not  to 
be  precipitate,  we  ought  not  to'  be  violent;  that  w.q 
ought  to  prefdt  oieafures  of  conciliation  to  meafures  of 
feverity.  Gracious  God !  Sir,  what  fcvefity  are  we 
about  to  commit  ?  We  muil  poftpone  thcrfubjefll ;  we 
muft  ftay  a  little!  What  in  th^  meantime  is  to  be  ihc 
fate  of  Africa?  Are' you  to  fufpend  the  trade  for  two  or 
three  years,  till  you  fee  whether. an  ASi  of  Parliament  be  ne- 
ceflarytoabolifh  it,  or  will  you  truftto  regulation  in  the  Weft 
Indies?  Or,*  are  you  to  ftay  a  little,  and  fendto  Africa  the 
fcourges  of  war  to  promote  the  punifhment  of  pretendec? 
Crimes,  the  penalties  of  debt,  and  all  the  pretences  by  which 
men  ^re  made  to  forfeit  their  liberty. — This  is  the  condufl: 
wbich  this  mild  Houfc  of  .Commons  muft  purfue  !  You  muft 
foften  the  Weft  India  planters !  How  foften  them  ?  By  an 
increafe  ef  the  principles  of  humanity  by  adding  io  their  mo- 
xal feelings?  Nol  You  muft  foften  them  by  African  blood, 
by  the  guilt  of  Britain,  by.  the  fliame  and  reproach  of  this 
country.  You  muft  conciliate  them,  hot  by  juftice,  by  mer- 
cy, by  kindnefs — but  by  obftinacy  in  convifled  guilt,  and 
perfeverance  in  acknowledged  iniqijity. 

Some  of  <thofe  who  oppoled  the  abolition  of  the  trade  tell 
us,  you  cannot  abolifti  until  we  have  emancipated.  I  fay« 
that  is  an  incoQclufiye  aireriion  j  but  I  fay,  if  the  confequen- 
CCS  of  our  abolition  of  the  African  trade  muft  be,  the  eman- 
cipation of  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  emancipation  muft 
take  place.  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  attend  to  every 
thing  that  t^  uttered  by  an  honours^ble  Baronet  who  fpoke 
u{k>n  this  fubjed.  He  (poke  with  a  feeling  that  did  him  ho- 
nour, of  the  cbndu£l  and  the  gratitude  of  his  faithful  flaves 
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In  fointJ^Df  the  iflaird^.  I  havfe  tio  dlfllttilty  ia  coi^^ivifi^ 
that  the  J  t)wed  him  gratittide.  He'^  told  as,  that  thefe  flivci 
at  a  certarin  time,  hii  a  militaiy  o<!cu}>:|tion.  Hb  told  us 
■^Ifc,  that  thiiy  aftcrt^rds  rettimed ;  he  dM  not  fay  to  their 
Ifavety  again,  but  to  their  i(bnner  Cttiatfon.'—Does  he  thin^ 
that  thofe^ho  fo  faithfully  andhonourably  fet^ed  theirmaA 
tit  would  hkVe  beenlefs  willing  to  return  to  him' if,  inftead 
of  being  ilaves,  they  had  been  free  labeui'ers}  I  don6t  know 
any  of  the  Hates  in  the  Weft  Indies,  buf  I  fliould  ittagioife 
thkt  the  perfont  who  have  thus,  very  pfoperly  I  have  Dp 
'dbirbt,  manifefttd  their  gratitude  to  the  honourable  Baronet 
iwcr^  not  negroes  newly  imported,  but  were  Creoles. 

I  liftenfcd  with  attention  to  what  fell  from  the  Minifter  In 
this  debate,  and  I  do  fay  it  is  impoflible  to  anfwer  the  aigu- 
mentd  he^pged  in  favour  of  the  motibn.  He  fpeaks  always 
with  great  force,  but  what  he  advanced  to  njght  was  of  im- 
tnenfe  weight.  He  has  told  you  plainly,  1  have  no  doubt 
truly,  that  the  fafety  of  the  Weft  India  IHands  depends  on 
yOuf  adoption  of  the  iiieafure  which  is  now  before  you/  J 
yLttiiiot  often  in  thchabit  of  paying  implicit  deference  to  his 
aflertiOns,  but  upon  this  occafion  fhave  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  What  he  faid — -Good  God !  who  can  doubt  it  ?  Why  is 
his  authority  in  this  cafeiefs  than  upon  others!  I  have  feen 
that  authority  implicitly  deferred  to  in  this  Houfe  on^points 
infinitely  lefs  clear,  on  points  infinitely  lefs  favourable  to  pub- 
lic freedom.  Why  then,  if  he  is  doubted  in  thiSj*  I  muft 
conclude  that  there  is  in  this  Houfe  a  fyftem  adopted  that  is 
hoftite  to  liberty  in  general ;  eife,  why  is  that  commanding 
eloquence,  and  thatjhigh  authority,  which  are  always  fuccefs- 
ful  in  oth6r  matters  conftantly  defeated,  and  the  public  de» 
prived  of  tfie  advantages  of  its  exertions  in  this  caufe  ?  I  am 
not  diymg  it  is.  owing  to  any  want  of  (incerity  in  him.  I  am 
fure  it  is  not  owing  to  any  want  of  talents  in  him  ;.  I  am  fuic 
it  is  not  owing  to  the  Want  of  exertion  of  his  powers  efelo- 
quence ;  for  I  appeal  to  the  many  ftrong  and  admirable 
fpeeches  he  has  delivered  upon  all  occafions  which  called  for 
hi^  eloquence ;  and  I  think  I  may  fay,  he  never  diftinguUhed 
hihifelJF  more  by  eloquence  uppn  any  topic,  than  in  his 
fpeeches  a^inft  the  Dave  trade.  Why,  then,  is  that  elo- 
quence deficient  in  cffed  iti  this  caufe  ?  How  am'  I  to  account 
for  it,  unlcfs  there  is  a  deliberate  lyftem  in  this  .Hotife  to 
difcourage  the  general  principles  of  liberty  among  mankind? 
T^he  right' hOYiourable  Gentleman  tells  you,  and  who  can 
doi^ib't  his  authority,  thai  this  ^ueftion  has  become  mpre  ur- 
gent. 


genty'jii  point  of  neceffity,  thah  ever;  and  that^  unfefs  this 
plan  be  aMlopred,  youf  Weft  India  IDands  wiil  be  in  imminent' 
fianger.  I  am  aware,'  -that  if  I  difiered  from  him  in  any  thing 
very  little  attentioa  woqM  be  paid  to  me.  I  have  no  reafon 
fon  fuppofing  that  the  Houfe  will  confider  me  of  much  autho- 

.  rity,  whether  I  agree  witli  the  MiniAer  or  diflfer  frem  him— 
CertainJy  of  little  when  wc  differ — 1  do,  howcYer,  agree  jn 
every  thing  he  has  faid  upon  this  fubje£l  to-night.  With  thefc 
fcclrngs  what  muft  I  fay  lo  thofc,  who,  having  acknowledged 
,the  iojuftice  and  the  inhumanity  of  this  trade^-^and  who,  after 
bearing  the  Minifier  declare  the. colon iesw^  11  not  befafe,  un* 
Icfs  this  motion  be  adopted,  who,  neverthelcfs  will  vote  againft 
it^  rather  than  make  a  facrifice  of.  their  interefts,  as  they  call 
it;  but  which  I  deny  to  be  fo,  and  will  not  doone  ad  to  mark 
their  love  of  juiltce  or  of  virtue  ?  But  we  are  told  that  this  mo- 
tion IS  incondflent  wt;h  the  AddrefSf  which  we  voted  in  the 
Tad  Seffion.  I  voted  againd  that  addrefs,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
roc  to  acknowledge,  by  a  fide  wind,  thencceffity.  of  the  flave 
trade;  to  wl>ich  proportion  it  was  impoffiUc  for  me  to  aflent. 
I  wifh  this  Houfe  to  Ihcw  to  the  world  at  Urge  fomething  like 
ijncerity  upon  the  fubjc<Sl.  The  French  are  abufed  for  want  of 
moraJs ;  they  are  abuied  for  want  of  fincerity .  1  want  to  know 
what  fort  of  fincerity  this  Houfe  wiH  manifeil  by  rejeSIng  the 
motion  which  is  now  before  it.  1  want  to  know  in  what  book 
oY  morals  ever  Cnce  juftice  and  humanity  have  been  treated  of^ 
at  coufidered  in  this  world,  Wc  are  toiiitd  that  thofe  who  de- 
clare n  trafEc.to  be  unjufi  and  inhuman^  a6t  according  to  the 
firtnciples  of  found  motals  by  continuing  fuch  unjuft  and  in- 
inhuman  traffic  ?  This  is  not  ?11 1  have  to  fay  upon  fincerity 
in  this  >meafare.  I  thought  L  faw  in  fome  Miniftcrs,  when 
this  qucdton  was  foririerly  debated  in  this  Houfe,  an  eager  with 
to  blink  k.  I  thought  I  faw  in  (bme  of  them  a  pretty  keen 
clefire  lo  get^ver  the  odium  of  fupporting  riie  Slave  Trade  ; 
amd  that  accounts  lo  me  for  the  meafure  which  was  then 
adopted,  and  by.  which  a  foft  and  tender  mode  of  abolition  is 
held  forth,  without  fincertty.  1  afk,  When  will  you  aholilh 
the  Slave  Trade?  Some  nofwer,  when  fuch  ineafures  are 
taken  abroad  as  will  produce  the  emancipatron  of  the  negroes* 
Some  fay,  in  general  terms,  when  the  iflands  are  cuhivated. 
Sokne  fay,  and  even  now  fay  wiihout  a  blufli,  not  until  all  the 
lands  on  the  ifland-are  cultivated.  None  ot*  ^hefc  Gentlemen 
agree  in  any  thing  like  a  definitive  anfwer  ;each  has  an  anfwer 

'  of  his'  own,  and  each  almod  equally,  tending  to  the  fame 

P^int,  viTi.  to.oppofe  the  .abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  for  ever. 
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It  is  conooft  to  ohferre*.  that  it  |ias.hQCfl  infifted  vpon.  dac 
fiigbt,  as  an  aigaoMsnt  apinft  the  motioBy  tfiat  the  d^propop* 
tkxi  between  ikt  fcxes  of  the  negroes^  kiogt  »  ^7  f^Jf  fi^^ 
to  diree  of  nuks  to  females  ;  this,  ther  inaiDtain^  is  mant-- 
feftly  the  cafe  in  Jamaica,  and  in  other  iflaods  ;,  and  that  it  im 
quite  unjoft  to  peHift  in  fach  a  meafure  as  this,  witboat  giv- 
ing the  planters  notice.     This  they  ftate  with  as  amiji  caoA^ 
dence  and  gravityy  as  if  the  fubjcA '  l^ad  never  beea  bdbre  this 
Hottfe.    As  to  noticey  kt  me  aik«  have  they  had  no  notice  ^ 
It  ten  years  nc»t  a  period  fnficient  to^coovey  a  notice  1  They' 
have  liad  that  time,  and  feft  it  flKmld  have  iaded  on  their  me* 
mocj,  they  were  reminded  of  it  again  in  die  year  1790,  as 
explicitly  as  a  vote  of  this  Hoofe  coold  tell  them,  that  the 
Slave  Trade  muft  be  totally  aboiiflied  in  the  year  1796. 
.  Two  yean  have  now  ekpfed  beyond  the  time  at  which  Ais 
Houfe  declared  this  trade  (hoold  extft  no  longer.    The  quef- 
don  of  notice  cannot  therefore  be  decently  infifted  upon..    If 
it  Goiildy  and  that  were  the  only  objeftion  to  the  prefent  mo- 
tion, 1  apprehend  that  thofe  who  qipofeit  ou^t,.  upon  their 
own  principle,  to  vote  in  its  &vour.     What  is  the  nature  of 
the  Bill  propofed  to  be  brought  in  I    Why,  t^  its  very  nature, 
it  muft  be  a  meafure  cakutated.  to  give  diem  notke- when  tfie 
Trade  ihall  be  abolifhed,  for  the  motion  is»^  That  you  do  now 
refolve  yourfelves  into  a  committee  ^  cotifider  of  a  modon 
that  the  Slave  Trade  be  aboIi(hed  at  a  time  to  be  limitted.'' 
What  time  do  thefe  irentlemen  require  by  way  of  notice  ^ 
Is  it  twenty  yean  ;  or  is  it  until  ali  thefe  dbje6tSoris  to  the 
abolition  of  the  trade  be  done  iway  ?     That,.  I  tear,  would  be 
a  longer  period  flilL*-^I  nmft,  by  all  the  rules  of  realbnirig- 
I  am  acquainted  with,  ihamtain,  that,  if  notice  be  the  objeft, 
this  motion  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpofe^     It  would, 
however,  be  farrin  me  to  fay,  that  fliould  the  Houfe  give* 
leave  tb  briw  in  the  propofed  Bill,  I  fhould,  when  the  blank 
came  to  hehlledoip  die  committee,  moft  certdinly  vote  for' 
the  dite£t'and  immediate  abolition  of  this  trade,  being  mindAil '~ 
of  this,  ground,^  that  unleft  you  do  abolifli  this  trade,  which* 

Jou  havetdeclared  to  be  a  trbde  of  injtiftKie  and  immorality, 
eing  mtndfikl  alfo  that  the  Mitiifter  has  declared  xht  fafety  of 
your  iilands  depends  upoki*  it,  ieannot  conceive  that  this  Hoofe 
can  do/jtrduty  byany  thing  (bort  of  adopting  tl^e  iftodon  that 
is  now  before  it.  Confidcr  thfe  vague  manner  in  which  Gep— 
tkmen  -who  oppofe  this  meafure  have  fpoken  upon  the  fub- 
je£t  Will  they  give  us  a  date  ih  which  they  fay  we  ftiall 
ceafe  to  commit  ads  whi<?h  they  themfelves  defer ibe  as  inhuman 

and 


and  unjuft  ?  1  am  one  dt  thofe  wboare  not  fanraine  hi  their 
cxpe^tions  of  the  fticcefs  of  this  meafare ;  liut  1  ovrn,  if  the 
calamities  of  our  country  have  made  men  ferbofl^  think 
of  reforming  in  every  kind  of  luxury  in  ^ifaich  they  have  been 
accuftomed  to  indulge  themfelves-*If  we  are  to  deprive  our- 
(elves  of  thofe  little  enjoyments  which  were  not  fcA-merly  faeU 
to  be  crimmal  ;  I  fay,  if  men  are  to-hdd  forth  an  uncommon 
aufierity  of  manners,  in  trifling  and  infignificant  points,  I  hope 
weihall  not  negleSthe  vital  fpiritof  chriftianity,  wtiichr,  I 
am  fure  we  ihall  do  if  we  negative  the  motion  that  is  ncnrfaei- 
fore  us.  ; 

i  am  well  aware,  that  nothing  of  a  ludicrous  nature  (hould 
be  brought  forward  on  this  occalion ;  but  I  cannot  hdp  re^ 
citing.  £e  cafe  of  a  man,  whofe  name  appears  in  the  State 
Trials  of  King  Chnrlefi  II.  and  which  I  have  very  lately  read. 
It  appear,  that  a  man  was  tried  for  piracy,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  trial  it  tos  proved,  that  he  was^hy  of  atrocious  rob- 
beries, and  the  raoft  cruel  murder,  and  yet  his  mind  was  fo 
•ftrongly  affefied  with  certain  ceremonies  of  Religion,  thaft 
when  he  wasfgoing  to  fu&r'  ibr  his  crimes,  he  obferved,  asiie 
•went  along  to  the  place  of  execution,  *•  I  know  I  have  been 
guilty  of  many  wicked  things,  but  there  is  one  thine  I  can  fay, 
I  never  went  to  church  without  pulling  my  hat  off."  I  truft 
this  country  is  not  proceeding  upon  principles  which  every 
Tational  man  muft  condemn,  and  adhering  to  vain  puni^lios 
inftead  of  the  fubllance  of  religion.  We  are  not  proceeding 
tQ  encourage  a  fydem  which  lets  loofe  an  undifciplined  army 
to  deprive  mankind  of  all  blefl&ngs  under  a  pretence  of  over  ^ 
morality  or  religion  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  I  truft  alfo  tliat 
we  are  not  going  to  profefs  attachment  to  ref^bn  on  the  one 
hand,  while  on  the  other  we  countenance  a  fydem  which 
caufes  men  to  be  fold  for  debts,  to  be  kidnapped,  or  in  any 
manner  to  be  u^en  up  and  fpld  to  flavery.  1  fay,  T  do  not 
bcireve  there  ii^  man  in  this  Houfe  wlioie  mind  is  fo  formed 
as  to  lead  him  to  conceive,  that  his  country  is  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  that  he  can  (erioufly  and  gravely  think  he  can  ferve  it  by 
voting  for  a  continuance  of  thcfilave  trade  ;  and  that  he  can 
(hew  his  piety  to  the  world  by  taking  care  that  he  is  not  at 
the  Opera  Houfe  after  la  o'clock  en  Saturday  night,  or  be 
ieen  travelling  on  Sundays.  I  fay,  J  hope  no  man  will 
gravely  think,  that  the  charader  of  a  nation  for  its  pietv,  can 
be  fupportcd  by  thefe  tiifling  external  obfervances,  while  if 
fubmtts  to  have  upon  its  name  aftain  fo  odious  asthat  of  con- 
tinuing a  trades^  declared  to  the  world  to  be. founded  on  iiv> 
*  N  n  a  juftice 
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juftice  and  inbumapity^  1  fay,  that  your  little  dbferratioes 
of  exterior,  will  be  .fo  far  from  bcin^  an  excufc  for  ycnir  rcJ 
immorality 9  tha^  they,  will  be  confidered  as  ar\  agoravaticn  of 
your  guilt;  for  by  tljfekTi  you  will  add  to  your  other  fins  the 
deepeft,  thejblackeft,  and  the  mod  odious  quality  in  the  human 
charaftsr,  I  mean  hypocrify. 

I  have  npw  delivered  my  opinion  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  am 
not  fanguine  in  my  hopes  of  fucccfs  on  a  queftion  ot  this  furt. 
I  am  well  convinced  that  the  minds  of  men,  fomc  of  wliogi 
ihiok  thc'mfelvcs  enlightened,  have  taken  a  very  conirafled, 
a  very  ftrangc,  and  a  very  unhappy  turn,  with  regard  toqucf- 
tions  of  ]p.cforn>,  and  every  thing  that  implicates  the  princi- 
ples of  public  freedom;  and  here,   1  cannot  help  obferving 
.how  fpme  men  would  catch  at  any  thing  which  they  think 
tends  to  ferve  their  immediate  purpofe,  although  in  reality  tt 
niay  make  agai^ll  it.     Of  this  kind  I  take  to  be  the  obfcrva- 
tions  that  were  made  concerning  rank  by  tligfe  who  do  not 
wifli  the  flave  trade  to  be  aboliilied.  .  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
they  defend  the  trade  ?     Do  ihey  believe  that  the  diflPercnce 
between  a  White  Alafier  and  a  Alack  Servant  is  pot  fufficicnt 
to  fupport  rank  without  abfoiute  flavery  ?     I  fay,  that  flavery 
is  not  the  way  to  fupport  rank.     The  heft  way  to  keep  up 
'difljc^dtions  in  fpciety  is  to  remove  that  glaring  and  monltrous 
Inequality  ^hich  makes  one  man  an  ablolute  tyrant  and  anp* 
tlicr  an  abfoiute  flave  ;  and  that  the  heft  fccurity  a  ftate  can 
have  is  iti  the  confcipufnefs  of  the  people  that  they  are  free. 
Above  all,  the  horrors  of  flavery  fliould  never  appear.     With 
regard  to  what  has  been  faid  tonight,  that  particular  indivi- 
duals may  have  been  cruel,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  judge  of 
the  Slave  Trade  frqm  the  poffibility  of  fome .  perfons  havii^ 
xnifcondufited  themfelves  in  it  ;  I  own  I  am  not  fatisficd.     \i 
U  aflted,  Did  not  Mrs.   Brownrigg  and  her  daughter   moflt 
.  pruelly  deftrby  an  apprentice  ?  and  it  is  froiTi  thence  attempt- 
ed to  be  argued,,  that  as  we  cannot  controul  the  paffions  of 
piankind,  we  fhould  make  the  fame  allowances  for  them  a^  in 
pthcr  cafes.     To  this  1  anfwer,  it  is  becaufe  I  know  thal^an 
is  capable  of  being  a  cruel,  otiious,  and  abominable  creature  ; 
that  1  know  how  capable  he  is  of  3(Sing  frequently  againft  his 
^■cafon,  and  even  agarnfl  liis  moft  immediate  and  motl  obvi- 
,pus  intercft,  that  1  ^o  not  yviih  to  fee  hjim  poffcflTed  of  that 
power  and  authority,  which  can  decide  without  controul  upon 
the  fate  of  his  fellow  creature.     If  man  were  not  cruel,  flaveiy 
Vould  never  have  been  complained  of  in  this  world. — Indeed 
"If  man  were  not  cruel,  flavery  would  not  exi'ft. 

.The 
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The  ifccftiary  at  War  fpoke  to  the  follow!  og  tSkBi  :-^i 
ihould  hardly  have  been  induced  to  trouble  the  Houfe  to-night, 
howevec  defirous  I  might  be  to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon 
this  fubjedt,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  of  .the  obfervations  of 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  has  juid  fat  down.  I 
^gree  with  him  in  the  refult  of  fome  of  his  opinions,  although 
I  do  x\Q\  agree  with  him  in.  the  reafons  which  he  has  affigned 
for  themt  and  that  is  the. chief  caufe  of  my  fifing  now,  1  do 
not^  wifl)  to  continue  the  Slave  Trade,  as  its  opponents  charges 
its.; advocates. with  wilhing  to  continue  it  until  all  the  un- 
cultivated land  in  the  Weft.  Indies  fliall  he  brought  to  a  ftatc 
of  pcrfeft  cultivatiQn,  I  have  not  the  leaft  befuation  in  de- 
claring, that  if  the  queftion  were  now,  Whether  the  Slave 
Trade  (hould  beimmediiitely  aboliflied,  or  be  Continued  ur\- 
til  all  the,land  in  the  Weft  Indies  (houJd  be  cultivated,  the 
quefilion  would  not  occupy  one  moment  inor^  of  my  aiten-. 
tion  i  certainly  my  alternative  would  be  that  of  voting  for  the 
Abolition.  Having  given  this-opinion  as  l.feel  it,  and  as  I 
conceive  gratuitoufly,  1  will  ftato  another  Avhich  I  think  lam 
bound  to  give,  namely.  Whether  I  (hould  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion now  before  you,  or  leave  it  to  the  Legiflature  of  tlic 
IQands,  to  whom  by  the  la^  "addrefs  of  this  Hqufe  upon  that 
fubjcd,  it  feems  to  me  to  have  been  entrufted  ?  I  own,  that 
leaving  it  to  their. ^re  feems  to  me  to  bt.the  beft  mode  that 
can  be  adopicd  by  this  lloufe  at  pre  fen  t. 

Haying  ftited  this  opinion  fhortly,  I  fhall  prcfcntly  affign 
fome  reafqns  for  adoptiog  it.  But  as  I  differ  from  many  Gen- 
tlenien  who  jiave  fpoken  upon  this  fubjeij  to-night,  I  Ihall 
t^e  notice  (hortly  of  the  manner  in  which  the.  queftion  has 
been  argued.  Much  has  b<;en  laid  upon  tlie  jniftrior  fuuation 
of  Africa  ;  I  think  that  a  queflion  not  very  material  <or  us  to 
view. in  difcufliog  this  matter.  It  feems  to  roe  to  be  equally 
immaterial  to  fay  mn.ch  on  the  horrors  of  the  Slave  Trade,  ot 
on  the  general  depriwity  and  corruption  which  rauft  nejccf- 
farily  attend  it.  Thefe  are  points  fo  clear  that  no^^  ly  has 
lately  atiemprcd  to  difpute  them,  and  they  arc  fo  glaring  that 
they  can  hardly  be  ovcrllated.  But  then  comes  the  general 
4uefti9n  of  the  right  honourable  CJentlen^an  who  fpoke  laft : 
^*  Are  you,  after  having  acknowledged  the  Injuftice  and 
inhumauity  of  the"  trade^  to  agree  to  its  continuance  ?'* 
Which  he  follow*  up  by  afking — '*  Are  vou  to  fay  I 
will  rob,  hecaufe  another -man  will  xohy  Upon  this  I  can- 
.pot  helpobferving,  that  however  triumphant  the  mode  might 
\c  \x\  y^hich  thefe  queflions  were  put,  and  whatever  may  be 

th^ 


tiie  (bundoeft  of  that  right  honoombie  Getitleman^s  ludginent^ 
.the  inftanoe  te  inits  don  not  appear  to  ne  ap|4icable  to  <ftr 
neaTore  now  before  you.    I  aHow  that  inafittttch  as  ctnnple 
operatei,  each  pcrfon  concenied  in  the  tnide  incurs  ibme  dte- 
funs*  bccaufe  examples  of  this  kind  are  not  only  in  themfiilvea 
mifdi woQs,  but  have  alio  a  tendency  to  encouraf^  ii  in  othen. 
1  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true,  Aaf  we  might  rely  on  any  aT- 
farance  thatif  we  difconttnue  the  trade  it  would  be  carried  oo 
by  othenL    All  thefe  pCMots  appear  to  me  to  be  dtil^nt  fi^om 
^  the  mainiohjeA  of  our  difcuffioil,  and  therefore  I  {bail  now 
pafs  them  by.    I  awn  it  appears  to  me  a  little  esittadrdinaiy   . 
that  Gentlemen,  and  paittculatly  the  honourable  Member 
vriio  fpoke  laft,  Ibould  endeavour  to  draw  a  line  of  diftinftioti 
between  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  and  its  inclinations.  ^ 

Let  me  remind  them  of  their  own  principles,  and  thejr 
own  praftice  ;  it  is  in  the  fame  Ibne  that  they  tUk  of  this 
diAtn£iion,  ahd  the  impolicy -of  giving  immediate  freedom  fo 
the  Slaves  in  the  Weft  Indies.     Why  then^  let  ino  tell  them,  ^ 
that  by  continuing  that  Slavery  fhey  are  coMnuir^  tflat  ' 
which  they  know  to  be  a  gteat  hardihip  upon  the  flaves  there;- 
but  what  would  their  atmrer  be  ^    They  would  fay,  "We 
muft  fuffer  it  to  be  contimied:;  for  by  taking  it  ftiddenly 
away  we  (bould  create  a  greater  evil  tfian  that  which  we 
propofe  to  remedy."    That  is  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  « 
choice  of  evils  is  the  point  in  ifltie. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ftated  roundly^ 
that  this  Hcnofe,  bv  continuing  this  trade  ibr  any  lengdi  of 
time,  would  be  guilty  of  a  iiagfant  breach  of  duty.  'Wheth|E^ 
it  would  be  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty,  or  any  breach  of  duty,  1 
will  take  leave  to  fay  is  the  whole  que(lion»  and  that  is  to  be 
idecided  by  a  comparifon  of  evils.  The  queftion  then  will  be, 
wii^her,  by  aboKfliing  the- trade  now,  we  are  likely  to  create 
*i  greater  evil  than  that  which  we  would  willingly  remove  ?  { 
fay,  our  infevrft  is  not  any  confideration  at  all  with  us  eicept 
|n  a  comparative  fenfe,  and  that  includes^  not  only  the  fafety 
pf  the  whole  of  our  iflonds,  but  alfo  the  happinefs  of  the  very 
people  who  now  ^endure  the  h'ardfhips  of  flavery  in  the-  Weft 
Indies.  I  by  then,  that  if  you  take  that  courfe  which,'  upon 
a  view  of  all  thefe  points  appears  to  you  to  he  the  heft,  there 
{pan  be  no  line  of  difference  dtfawn  between  your  duty  and 
your  inclination,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  you  will  have  entirely 
performed  your  duty.  J  (hall,  therefore,  4o  now  what  I  did 
pn  a  former  occafion,  becaufe  no  good  reaion  has,  iri  my  opt* 
.nron,  been  given  for  my  doing  otherwife,  leave  this  to  (ht  car^ 
und  diiigefice  of  .th^  legiflature  pf  tb^  cobnies.    Gentlemen 
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nay  idliy.  Whf  do  jou  not  fix  tb^  period  beyond  whicH  yott 

^91  nol  aHow  xhh  traffic  to  condaae  f    I  may  be  toM,  that 

1  am  afting  inconfiflentiy,  with  my  former  principles,  becaufc 

I  agited  to  the  laft  addreft,  confidering  it  as  a  notice  to  the 

planters,  to  dim'miflb.  the  importation  of  nc^;roes  ;  that  tliey 

have  had  fult  notice,  and  if  they  have  not  aded  upon  it,  the 

fTiult  is  entirely  their  own,  and  they  ought  to  liave  no  farther 

tinie.    To  which  I  an(wer^jf  youconfickrthe  imcnediate  abo- 

IkioA  of  the  Slave  Trade  as  a  pentihment  upon  thofe  who 

are  iatenfted  in  its  continuance,  your  reafcming  is.  corred: ; 

hut  if  yon  re^rd  the  abolition  as»  meafure  not  (^pnniihment 

upoa  a  few  indivi^nals^  b«it  for  general  policy,  your  reaibn- 

isig  is  inconchifive  ;.  and,  in  tfiat  yiew  of  the  fubje£^  ther» 

is  the  iame  rcaibn  fbr  continuiiig  your  notice  as  there  was  for 

mvtag  it ;  fer  if  the  trade  bet  now  in  the  fame  ftate  as  it  was 

tLcn^  the  reaibns  ydiich  asade  yo»  then  forbear  from  imme^ 

diate  abolition  fliould  induce  you  to  forbear  now*    Thofe 

wlx>  wiih  moft  eagerly  fbr  the  abolition  of  this  .trade  Inay  have  • 

very  good  wifhes,  but  I  do  not  know  that  their  wiflies  will 

h*te  the  effcd  wbidutey  ezped.    If  the  planters  go«on  in  a 

fydem^finr  amelioratioa.tbe  condittoo  of  the  negroes,  that  wtU 

of  itfelf  have  a  good  em&,  howevet  difcoDtentdl  the  advocates 

tot  the  aboUtioQ  of  the  Slave  Trade  may  be. 

Upon  the  whole,  in  confidering:  this  as  I  oog^it  to  cenfider 
every  queftion,  l»Of.  myfelf».  *'  Haw^am  I  to  do  the  greateft 
praAical  good  ?"  And  in  that  view  I  own  I  am  inclined  to 
truft  for  a  whilf  to  the  Colonial  iUIembiies  by  way  of  experi- 
ttien\^  iiad  1  no  hopes-  of  confiderable  puUic  advantage  by 
doing  fo,  1  own  I  (hould  ndtbe  inclined  to  ibibweither  the 
piopofition  which  U  now  before  us,  pr  that  which  is  recom*^ 
meod^  in  its  ftead  s  but  I  ihguld  follow  the  ideas  of  a  rr^n 
now  .no  more ;  a. man  .who?  left  no  part  of  the  interefts  of 
mankind  unexamined,<who  brought  with  him  mote  wifdom  in 
di&uiBng  every  fuhjed.  he  attempted  to  invefligate  than  ^any 
man  I  ever  kncw< ;  I ,  need  hardly  fay  I  mean  the  fate 
Mr.  Burke*  His  idea  was  to  take  mqch  of  the  power  of  le* 
giflatjon  upon  this  fubjc&out  of  the  hands  of  the-Colonies^ 
and  to  make  manj  regulations  witbin  ourfeives  relative  to  our 
tiaific  on  the  coaft  of  Africa;,  by,  which  he  wiibed^tb  ameli* 
orate  die  conditioiv  of  the  negroe^.  and  caufetbo  Slave  Tri^e: 
to  die  a  natural  death. 

I  maybe  aiked^'<  Why  do  you  notjuove  fomething^o  that 
cBeGt  V*  My  anfwer  is,  I  do  not  fee  the  prpbabtiity  of  pro- 
ducing that  deluabie  tScSL^  or  elii)  I  woulii  with,  ple^fure^ 

move. 
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move  k,     I  fay  aJfoi  that  in  pqvit  of  fa^,  from  Whatever 
caufe,  you  have  not  fucceeded  in  your  endeavours  to  aboliih 
the  trade  ;  and  that  your  notice  to  the  planters  has  hitherto 
heen  infu/ficient,  that  there  has  been  no  good  reafon  afligned 
to-night  why  that  notice  fliould  not  be  farther  continued,  and 
therefore  I  mall  vote  againft  the  prefent  motion.    If  J  could 
with  a  wi(h  abolilh  the  Slave  Trade,  deGrable  as  that  may 
hfi,  yet  (Uil  I  fhould  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  colonics  fear 
the  efFeS  of  it.  What  the  probable  efFedl  would  be  '  cannot 
fay  with  any  degred  of  precifion ;  great  apprehenfions  are 
cjQtertained  that  great  evils  might  follow,  and  it  is  fr6m  that 
fear  that  my  difficulty  arifes.     Something  has  been  faid  to- 
night, tending  to  fhew  that  mu^h  of  the  oppofition  to  this 
molioti  proceeds  from  a  general  hatred  to  all  innovation^ 
arifmg  from  an  abhoreiice  which  fo  many  of  us  feel  towards 
French  principles  4  that  indeed  from  that  abhorrence  pro- 
ceeds a  difpofition  to  oppofe  every  thing  that  tends  to  fovatir 
the  freedom  of  mankind.     So  far  is  that  idea  from  aduating 
me  upon  this  occafion,  that  my  hatred  of  French  principles 
and  French  freedom  would  rather  increafe  my  hatred  of  the 
flavcry  of  the  Negroes ;  for  certainly  no  two  things  in  hu- 
man life  can  bear  a  greater  refemblance  to  each  other,  than 
the  flavery  of  the  Negroes  and  French  freedom  ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  not  on  account  of  any  general  principles  I  enter- 
tain againft  innovation,  or  againft  reform,  that  I  oppofe  the 
motion* 

This  is  the  view  I  have  of  the  qucftion.  I  was  atiltious 
to  ftate  my  fentiments  upon  it,  the  more  particularly  as  an 
attempt  was  made  to  diftinguifh'between  our  duty  and  our 
inclination.  I  fay  the  arguments  oflFered  to  prove  tHat  dt- 
ftinflion  are  not  good  in  themfelves,  and  that  the  Gentle- 
men who  have  urged  them  cannot  follow  them  up  with 
cfFeft.  I  have  faid  this  to  vindicate  myfclf,  and  to  vindicate 
this  Houfe  from  the  im{)utation  thiat  our  permanent  intereft 
goes  dne  way,  ai\d  our  duty  directs  us  to  another.  I  deny 
that  ;  I  fay  my  duty  leads  me  to  what  I  am  now  doing ;  I  am 
confidering  how  I  can  beft  fecure  the  happinefs  of  millions, 
and  I  believe  I  am  purfuitig  the  beft  mode  for  that  purpofe, 
by  trufting  this  fubjefl,  for  a  while  at  leaft,  to  the  care  and 
diligence  of  the  Colonial  Affemblies.  I  with  it,  however, 
to  be  underftood  to  bind  myfelf  never  at  any  future  period, 
till  after  experience  to  vote  for  any  meafufe  like  the  prefent^ 
that  I  may  do,  when  it  (hall  fcera  to  me  to  be  necefrary.  I 
was  moft  anxious  of  all  to  ftate  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 

my 
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mj:  9^wn  joftification  for  the  part  I  take^.and  the  juAification 
of:tbe  Houfe  alio  f  but  \vhich  I.ihould  have  forborne  dating, 
but  for  the  warmth  of  the  rfght  honourable  Gentlenun  who 
ijpokje  UAf  wbofe  erroneous  reafoning  in  fpme  parts  of  his 
fpeecbf  I  can  as  eafily  excufc  on  fome  occ^fions  as  L  can 
adqaire  the  force  of  his  arguments  on  others, 
•    Mr.  Barhqm  iaid,  ^hat  he  (hould  vote  agaioft  the  motion, 
not  becaofe  he  thought  its  tendency  was  to  abolifli  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  to  perpetuate  its  exiitence.     He  thought  fuch 
motipp^  as  thefe  fpurred  on,  inftead  of  di(cpu raging  the  traffic. 
He  tbpught  it  extraordinary  th^t  Gentlemen  who  favoured 
XBotio^  of^this  defcription  ihould  complain  of  the  continu. 
ance  of  t^e  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  difappointment  of  their 
hqpe^  in  aboliihiog  it|  when  their  own  coiidud  was  the  only 
iqaufe  of  that  dafappointment.     It  was  not  his  opinion  that 
the  Slay^  Trade  fliot^id. continue  for  an  hour  for  the  purpof^ 
of  cultivating  all  the  land  In  the  iflands.  '  He  did  not  believe 
|h;it.  colonies  would  h^v^  ]the  leaft  objedion  to  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  Negroes  for  cultivating  the  land,  proyi^r 
ed  a  oooppeniation  was  allowed  to  thcMo  who  had  purchaied 
land  for.tne  purpofe  of  cultivation*    He:Was  not  a  very  con- 
Uderable  proprietqK  qf  l^nd  of  that  defcription ;  but  as  far  as 
he  was  interefted,  he  was  ready  to  forego  any  (hare  of  com- 
penf^tion  for^himft^f ;  ki^t  neither  he  hjmfelf  nor  s^ny  other 
perfon  had  a  right  to  give  away  the  property  and  power  of 
others.     It  had  been  afted,  when,  if  ihey  had  their  wiihes, 
fhould  the  trade  be  allowed  to  ceaie  ?  He.iot  his  own  part 
wifhed  it  to  ceafe  as  fopn  as  pollible ;  and  he  defired  that  every 
rcftrifiion  (hould  be  had  to  leifen  the  fupply  of,  and  todiminiih 
the  demand  for  Negroes;  which  he  believed  were  the  only 
means  by  which  x\it  trade  could  really  be  aboli(hed.  The  laft 
period  at  which  any  (hips  (hould  fail  to  the  coaftof  Africa  for 
Slaves,  he  could  not  pretend  .to  (late ;  but  in  his  confdence 
he  believed,  that  if  fuch  motions  as  thefe  were  not  perfifted 
in,  the  Trade  virould  in  a  very  few  years  ceafe*     Much  had 
been  urged  to  that  Houfe  about  its  aboIi(hin^  the  T/ade,  but 
he  wi(hed  Gentlemen  to' put  to  themfelves  one  queftion>  in 
order,  if  poflfible  to  fet  the  point  at  reft.     The  queftion  wa9, 
whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  the  power  to  put  an  end 
to  the  Slave  Trade  without  the*  a(rcnt  of  the  Colonial  Af- 
Ibfifblies? 

The  Ctancdkr  rf  tht  Exchequer  iM^  that  on  account 
ci  what  had  fallen  from  fome  Gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of 
*kt  debate  on  the  principle  of  compenfation,  he  deemed  it 

Vol.  IL  1798*  O  o  incumbent 
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incumbent  on  him  to  fay  a  f^w  words  in  explanation  on  that 
point.  What  he  alluded  to  on  that  head,  hj  no  means  re- 
ferre^  to  a  general  principle  of  compenfation ;  it  related 
folely  to  lands,  under  certam  circumftances,  which  were  de^ 
rived  from  the  Crown  in  thofe  i(lands;fbr  a  valuable  coiifi- 
deration.  In  thofe  cafes,  and  where  the  conditions  ftipulated 
for  were  faithfully  performed  by  the  Grantees,  he  tnought 
it  fair  that  certain  proportionate  compenfations  fliould  be 
allowed  ;  there  >Verc  cafes,  however,  where  lands  were  lb 
derived,  but  in  tHat  confideration  on  the  part  of  the  holders, 
or  wherie  the  conditions  ftipulated  for  at  the  time  of  making 
the  grant  were  not  faithfully  performed  by  the  Grantees,  in 
fucK  cafes  no  compenfation  (hould  be  allowed ;  and  the  non- 
performance of  the  conditions  vitiated  the  grant;  where 
It  appeared  a  confideration  was  given,  the  conditions  for  it 
faithfully  preferred,  he  thought  a  compenfation  in  refunding 
what  the  Crown  had  received,  conH  be  properly  allowed. 

'  The'queftioh  then  being  loudly  called  for,  the  Houfe  di- 
vided ;  when  there  appeared     '  ' 

Ayer  (For  the  Nlotion)         .—  '  ■*—  '      83 

'     Noes  {Agzia{lixJ  ^  * '—        87 

^    '     M^drity  — 

'  *'    "  '   '      •  4  .      • 

;   Adjourned  at  Half  paft  Twelve  6*clock  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  commons! 
Wedhesday,  y^^nV  4. 

Sir  ff^illiam  Scott  poflponod  the  further  tonfideration  of  the 
Bill  for  declaring  the  validity  of  his  Majcfty's  order  in  council 
until  the  1 7th  inft. 

Mr.  Simeon  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better 
adminiftrationof  Afletsof  deccafcd  peribns,  where  the  Admi- 
niftrator,  to  whom  admlniftration  .was  granted,  is  out  of  the 
kingdom. — Granted.  - 

Sir  fFilUam  Dolben  moved  to  podpone  the  order  of  the  day 
.op  the  Have  carrying  Bill  until  the  26th  of  April  inftant* — Or- 
dered. 

He  then  moved  for  fcveral  ppers,  preparatory  to  the  pro- 
ceeding on  the  Bill  in  the  Committee,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Long  brought  up  a  lift  of  all  penfions  and  places  granled 
fince  the  year  1792,  Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and' to 
be  printed.  ^ 

IiAND 
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LAKP  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

• 

Mr.  f9.  £ir^  compbined  that  a  lift  of  the  names  of  peribns 
appointed  to  a£l  as  Comroiffionen  for  colleding  the  land  tax 
in  Coventry,  had  lately  been  clandeftinely  made  out,  without 
confulting  the  members  who  ferved  for  that  place.  The  num-* 
berofthefe,  who  confifted  of  low  mechanics,  amounting  to 
830'  In  confequence  of  iheir  appointment,  the  coUeAion  of 
the  tax  was  retarded,  and  an  unufual  fcene  of  cpnfufion  took 
place  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  colleAion  was  entered  upon. 
He  would  therefore  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ap- 
pointing additional  commiffioners  for  putting  in  eflFed  the  fiiU 
for  the  collefiion  of  the  land  tax,  as  far  as  it  related  to  the 
county  and  town  of  Coventrv. 

Mr.  LMg  faid,  that  the  li(t  alluded  to  had  been  put  into  his 
hjwds  by  an  honourable  Gentleman  who  was  then  abfe  nt,  and 
on  that  account  he  wi(hed  the  honourable  Gentleman  misht 
pollpone  his  motion,  or  move  to  have  the  lift  he  complained  of 
referred  to  a  committee,  in  order  to  fee  if  it  deferved  the  de» 
fcription  he  eave  of  it.  He  did  not  conceive  that  it  was  necef-* 
fary  toconfuTt  the  members  for  any  particular  diftriA  about  the 
names  of  the  commiffioners  who  were  to  be  appointed  to  col- 
led the  land  tax  in  fuch  places ;  and  as  tb  the  infinuations  that 
the  lift  alluded  to  had  been  carried  clandeftinely  through  the 
Hoofe,  he  muft  deny  that  fuch  had  been  the  cafe.  An  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  gave  It  him  .as  containing  the  names  of 
▼ery  refpe£Uble  perfons,  and  he  accordingly,  when  the  Bill 
was  in  a  committee,  had  it  put  into  the  bill. 

Mr.  IFilhtrfwce  wifhed  that  this  difcuffioq  might  be  put  off 
to  another  day. 

Mr.  Hobboufe  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  ice  whether  the  lift  in  queftion  contained  the  names  of  per- 
ibns qualified. 

Mr.  Bird  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Tht  jftlorniy  Gpurai  next  rofe,  to  calf  the  attention  of  the 
Hoafe  to  the  (nbjc&  of  Newfpapers :  He  fpokc  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 

I  had  the  honour,  a  a  few  days  ago,  to  give  notice,  That  I 
ihoald  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill,  upon  a  fubje6^  which 
I  conceive  to  be  of  great  importance. — The  Liberty  of  the 
Preis  it  a  fubjeA  that  is  valuable  to  us  all ;  and,  had  I  not  con- 
ceived it  lb,  I  Ihould  not  have  troubled  .the  Houfe  wltl^  any 
prevfoas  notice  of  what  1  think  it  my  duty  to  fubmit. 

fiefi^re  I  ftate  the  purport  of  the  Bill  which  I  mean  to  pro- 
O  o  a  pofe 
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pofe  to  move  ibr  leave  to  bring  in,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
ftating  what  it  not  the  purport  of  it ;  becaufe  1  underftand  that 
there  has  been  a  mifconception  of  the  nature  of  the  meafure 
which  I  intend  to  propofe.     Some  perfons  have  thought  that  I 
meant  to  call  on  the  authors  of  paragraphs  to  (late  their  names 
tathe  public— *I  mean  no  fuch  thing.     Others  have  thought 
I  meant  to  require  fecurity  of  the  printers  and  publiihers  of 
newfpapers  for  the  difclofure  of  the  names  of  authors  who  have 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  law  by  any  abufe  of  the  liberty  of 
the.  Prefe---Ttiat  is  not  my  intention  or  purpofe.     I  abftatn 
from  all  meafures  of  that  nature :  firft,  becaufe  I  think  it  is 
unneceflaryj  and  iecondly,  becaufe  I  think  it  is  not  reconcile- 
able  with  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  that  there  (bould  be  laid  on  it 
any  previous  reftraint.     I  think  there  is  no  neceflity  to  put  any 
reftratnt  upon  the  prefs  in  the  firft  inftance ;  and,  that  in  that 
particular,  it  fliould  be  left  to  the  operation  of  the  common 
law,  which  provides,  .That,  when  a  libel  is  publKhed,  either 
en  an  individuaU-or  of  a  public  nature,  the  perfon  printing  or 
publishing  it  is  anfwerable :  if  proceeded  againftby  indi^buent, 
and  the  Grand  Jury  find  the  bill,  the  defendant  may  be  held 
to  bail ;  and  therefore  he  muft  give  fecurity  that  he  will  be 
forthcoming  to  anfwer  the  exigency  of  the  law.     If  that  fecu- 
ritjr  be  not  given,  the  party  is  held  in  confinement  until  he  is 
entitled  to  his  discharge  in  due  courfe  of  law,  and  therefore  no 
fecurity  is  necefiary.     My  intention  is  that  diere  fliouId  be  no 
previous  reftraint  on  the  communication  of  mens  fentiments, 
but  that  men  fhould  be  held  refponfiblei  after  fuch  .communi- 
cations for  the  confequences  of  it;  that  they  may  receive  the 
judgment  of  the  law,  if  they  publi(h  any  thing  that  is  libellbus 
or  (editious.     The  principle  I  have  in  view  is  in  reality  to  pre- 
ierve  and  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  Prefs ;  and  an  important 
part  of  the  meafure  which  I  intend  to  fubmit  is»  that  of  creat- 
ing a  facility  in  proving,  perfons  who  are  printers,  publifhers, 
or  proprietors  to  be  fuch.     This  will  tend,  in  fome  degree,  to 
fecure  to  the  revenue  the  duties  on  thefe  publications ;  but  that 
I  own  is  a  minor  obje£t.     Another  part  of  the  intended  mea- 
fure is  to  prevent  the  printing  newfpapers  on  unftamped  paper. 
To  prevent  the  circulation  of  them  on  unftamped  paper;  and, 
la^ly,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  them  at  all,  whether  on 
ftampt  or  unftampt  paper,  in  any  country  with  which  we  are 
in  hoftility. 

I  fliall  now  proceed  to  ftate  a  few  obfervations  which  occur 

to  me  upon  this  fubje£l. — When  I  had  the  honour  to  merition 

this  matter  to  the  Houfe,  I  was  imprefled  widi  the  neceffit]^  of 

-  ...     joaie 
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Ibme  fuch  meafare  as  that  which  I  am  about  to  fabmit.  If 
you  purdiafc  a  newfpaper  at  the  honfe  or  flio|^  or  the  Printer, 
and  you  afi^wards  can  find  that  printer  fo  as  to  ferve  him  with  . 
piocels,  then  the  zA  of  purchafing  the  paper  is  evidence  agunft  * 
him  in  a  court  of  juftice ;  but  it  is  extraordinary  we  (hould  lb  ' 
often  want  the  means  of  knowing  who  are  the  proprietors,  prin«> 
tersy  or  pobliibers  of  thefe  papen.  By  means  of  this  deficiency, 
neither  die  private  individual  who  may  be  injured,  nor  the 
public,  who  are  deeply  interefied,  have. that  (ecurity  which 
they  ought  to  have  ;  that  thefe  perfons  (hall  be  ibrthcomine  to 
abide  the  determinations  of  the  law.  But  I  beg  leave  to  ftate 
moft  dtftinAIy  that  they  mifunderftand  my  obgeiSk  extremely 
who  fuppole  that  the  meafure  I  am  about  to  propofe  is  not 
founded  on  a  fincere  regard  for  the  prote&ipn  of  the  chara£ter 
of  every  individual  in  this  country,  as  wella&onconfideratiocis 
of  a  public  nature.  I  remember,  fome  yean  a^»  in  this  Houfe, 
thinking  moft  feriouily  on  this  matter,  and  thmking  even  then 
there  was  fome  fuch  meafures  as  this  oecelTary ;  but  when  I 
look  back  and  think  upon  what  oewfpapers  were  thirty  years  aso, 
and  compare  that  with  what  they  are  now,  I  am  (orry  to  (ay, 
that  private  fcandal,  in  almoft  all  of  them,  is  mo(l  enormous- 
ly incrca(edi  and  I  remember  faying  long  ago,  that  I  lamented 
that  my  predeceflbrs  in  the  o(fice  otAttorney-General  had  not 
checked  their  licentioufnefs. — This  I  do  not  fay  with  any  par- 
ticular reference  to  any  individuals  who  have  from  time  to  time 
been  my  predeceflbrs  in  an  official  chara&er.  Theie  evils  have 
grown  upon  us  by  imperceptible  degrees;  that  they  ate  now 
become  enormous,  the  profuGon  of  abufe  upon  all  defcrip- 
tjonsof  perlbns,  public  and  private,  in  almoft  all  the  news- 
papers, is  a  proof  of  it.  My  wi(h  is  to  give  fecurity  to  both 
public  and  private  charaSers  againft  this  profu(ton  of  abufe; 
by  giving  to  both  that  (brt  of  fecurity,  which  will  arife  from 
making  all  the  Proprietors,  as  well  as  the  printer  and  publifher  . 
of  every  newfpaper,  refponfible  for  what  may  appear  in  their 
publications.  It  is  therefore  my  bounded  duty  to  tender  this 
meafure  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  call  for  its  a(fiftance. 

He  recited  the  difficulty  there  was  in  obtaining  a  verdiS 
againft  the  Proprietor,  thePj-inter,  or  the  Publi(her  of  a  newf- 
paper, on  accountpf  the  want  of  evidence  of  the  purchafe  of 
a  paper  at  the  houie,  or  the  office  belonging  to  any  of  thefe  per* 
ions;  as  alfo  of  the  difficulty  that  foniettmes  occurred  in  pur- 
diafine  a  paper |  ^and  commented,  as  he  Went  on,  upon  the 
doubtral  propriety  of  confidering  Uie  bond  which  was  given  at 
the  Stamp  Office,  for  the  payment  of  die  duty  on  adverti(e« 

ments, 
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iQentSy  as  evidence  ia  all  cafes  againft  the  Proprietor,  either 
in  a  civil  tjQion  or  criminal  pr(&cution ;  and  ftated,  that  4 
cafe  had  lately  been  laid  before  him,  in  which  it  appeared 
that  a  Gentleman,  who  had  given  his  bond  for  a  certain 
Newfpaper,  had,  for  upwards  of  a  year  ahd  a  half,  ceafed  to 
be  a  proprietor  of  that  paper. 

Mr.  Attorney  (aid,  he  would  (late  to  the  Houfe  the  cir- 
cumftanCe  which  had  firft  determined  him  to  bring  forward 
the  prefent  meafure.  Gentlemen  would  remember  that  fome 
months  ago  there  appeared,  in  a  London  newfpaper  (the 
Csurier)  an  account  of  French  prifoners,  at  Liverpool^ 
having  been  treated  in  a  manner,  which,  if  true,  refleded 
the  higheft  odiuin  and  difgrace  on  the  Englifli  chara&er ;  but 
which,  if  falf^,  the  publiOier  of  it,  knowing  it  to  be  fo,  and 
fending  it  into  the  world  as  a  true  (latement,  deferved  the 
fevereft  punifhment  that  the  law  could  infli<S  on  Kim.  There 
were  imflediments  againft  his  profecuting  this  paper,  from 
which  he  hoped  the  Legiflature  would  relieve  him.  When 
he  firft  faw  the  account  juft  alluded  to,  he  thought  he  had 
fuiHcient  evidence,  and  accordingly  filed  his  information. 
About  the  fate  of  the  profecution  he  was  not  very  anxious  ; 
but  he  found  that  he  was  profecuting  a  man,  who,  though 
not  a  non-entity,  was  not  to  be  found  any  where.  This  was 
the  Printer  \  and  as  to  the  proprietor,  the  gentleman  whofe 
name  had  been  entered  as  fuch,  and  given  l>ond  at  the  Stamp 
Office,  had  ceafed  to  be  the  proprietor  more  than  a  year  ago. 
Him  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  profecute  criminally,  but  he 
would  not  do  fo.  He  maintained,  that  although  this  bond 
was,  or  might  be  evidence  againft  this  Gentleman,  upon  an 
adion  for  the  Stamp  Duties,  yet  it  would  be  too  hard  to 
give  it  in  evidence  in  any  other  adion  or  criminal  profecu- 
tion, becaufe  he  could  not,  in  any  fair  fenfe  of  the  thing* 
be  called  the  Proprietor ;  when  he  did  not  receive  any  of  the 

Crofits  of  the  publication,  and  had  a  year  and  a  half  ago  fold 
is  (bare  in  it.  Befides  his  endeavouring  to  afcertain  whq 
were  the  true  proprietors.,  it  was  neceflfary  to  prevent  the 
revenue  from  being  defrauded.  He  held  then  in  his  hand  a 
parcel  of  papers  which  he  had  found  in  a  neutral  veiTel  go- 
ing to  France,  and  the  whole  pf  which  were  unftamped. 
They  alfo  contained  in  them  information,  which,  if  any  onet 
had  written  and  fent  in  another  form  to  the  enemy,  he  would 
have  committed  the  higheft  crime  a  man  could  be  guilty  of ; 
and  in  thaf.  point  of  view  he  muft  confiderthe  fraud  upon 
the  revenue  as  of  little  confequencci     But  as  to  thofe  un- 

ftamped 
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damped  papers,  he  could  eafily  find  out  the  printer  of  them ; 
but  he  inuft  then  fail  in  the'  prpfecution,  becaufe  he  could 
not  legally  prove  their  having  been  publifhed  at  the  office  of 
the  printers. .  The  St^mp  Office,  anxious  td^fecure  the  du* 
ties  arifing  from  papers,  had  lately  prohibited  the  'printing 
of  any  paper  without  a  ftamp ;  and  one  newf^paper  very  pro- 
perly dated  the  circular  tetter  from  the  Stktnp  'Office  iH 
terms  of  approbation  of  the  meafure.  To  his  great  furprife^ 
however,  the  very  paper  which  fpoke  of  the  meafure  it  in  that 
way,  and  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was  without  a  (lamp. 
The  great  bleffing  fo  peculiar  to  the  Englifli  cohftitution,  of 
allowing  men  to  publifh  their  fentiments  without  reftraint, 
ought  never  to  be  taken  away,  except  in  circufnftances  of 
great  neceffity  and  danger.  He  did  not  mean  to  infringe 
thofe  at  prefent.  His  propofition  Was  only  this^  that  he  was 
not  to  be  toM  by  men  who  derived  large  profits  from  Newf- 
papers^  that  he  was  not  to  know  whom  to  proffecute,  and 
that  they  were  npt  to  ftand  in  any'fituation  of  refponfibility. 
His  intention  therefore  was,  that  it  (hould  be  the  duty  tf 
the  Cominiffioners  of  th6  Stktnp  Office  to  fee  that  no  ftatnps 
ihould  be  delivered  out  to  any  perfons,  except  to  the  Pro- 
prietors, Printers,  or  PuUifhe'rs  of  Papers,  whofe  names 
ihould  be  all  known:  that  thefe  were  to  make  an  affidavit  of 
their  being  fo ;  and  that  thefe  were  all- to  be  anfwerable  in 
the  fame  manner  as  thofe  who  had  hitherto  given  theit  bond 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties.  To  (hew  the  ncceffity  df 
pte\'enting  papers  from  going  to  France-,  he  would  ftate 
what  an  ingenious  way  people  had  of  conveying  intelligence 
to  that  country.  In  one  of  thofe  papers  found  on  board'a 
neutral  veflel,  was  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  an  advice  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  which  mentiohed  the  intended 
failing  of  the  outward-bound  Weft  India  fleet*  and  that  it 
was  to  be  convoyed  bnly  by  twd  frigates.  The  writer  of 
thi^  letter  at  the  fame  time' pretended  to  be  very  anxious 
about  the  fafetyof  the  fleet.  Another  article -in  one  of  thofe 
papers  ftated,  that  as  the  people  of  England  were  about  to  fie 
nUled  in  a  mafs,  th^  French  wpiild  not  b^  fuch  fools  as  to 
Invade  this  country,  but  that  they '  would  go*  to  Ireland.  '  'Ra 
prevent  fuch  intelligence >s  this  from  ^ikig  given  to  mir 
eifelMes  it  was-neceflary  to  ftop  the  exportatibh  ofpapers'tb 
France  altogether. .  ;^herc  was  another  fpecies  of  publi^a* 
turns,  of  which  an  infinite  number  Were  drculatted,  through* 
oat  every  part  of  this  country  ;  the  authors  of  which  were 
not  knowh>  but  they  were  certainly  condoled  by  very  able 

men. 
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inpiu  .CNt|)0^fujyeftof  Kligto^  thefe  writu^.iime  8M# 
Ji^fid  kn^.  bUrphe^ious ;  and  as  to  Politico  and  Gaverni* 
fjxenJ^,  \heir  tendency  was  highly  criminal  and  wickoL  He 
jgbt^uid  fee.  how  refponfibilitv  was  to  atuch  upon  the  Pdiv- 
4^$  pf  .theie  hooks ;  but  as  taey  were  not  immediately  tot^ 
:  n^^^  yfit\i  his  prefent  objed^  he  would  poftpone  the  coaiir 
/4er;^Uoj).  of  ,^hem  toa  further  time, , 
,  :.T^e  otQpQ.  qf  his  prefent  notion  was  to  make  the  juflice 
<>{jh^  poufi|ti:y  efFedua^  jn  jpub^iq  Djrpfccutions  ^  an^  hefiioiil^ 
/(^),|he^moft  laliin^  fatistac^lon  it  he  (hould  findthi^t  it  would 
;aic(;Qaipli(hthe  obieft  he  had  long  wiihed.for^  namely,  to 
jBD^iai  men,,qf  ranlc  and  confcquence  jn  the  country  tobriiig 
their  ^^rfons  .to  jufticeywho  falfely.  reprefe^ted  their  puhr 
.Ii(;.,CPndui£l9. as. proceeding  from  improper  aipt^ye&  '  And 
here  he  ipuft  obferve,  that  he  would  make^o  ,i(mtindiQii 
whatever  between  thofe  papers  which  took  diffe/jent  G^  of 
^thfr  qMeftion,  for.  and  againft,,  his  Majefty^s  Mini^er^.  He 
fKeqt'.qoncluded,  by  mpving  fofr  leave  to  bring  ^p  a  *\  Bill  for 
preventing  the  mifchiefs  arifmg  from  Newfpapers  beiq^ 
.pJtiQt^  i^iyl  publiQied  byperfoo^  ui^lgaowiij  ^  for  regii- 
^ting.  them  in  other  rcfpeas.'*.      ,   .    .        .,     ,^  ♦, 

..Mr^  Sberi^efn  faid,  that  though  it  was, not  Kt^  intention 
Wh^jfi  ^o  ei^ter  at  length  intp  die  meafure  prppoffe^*  be  wquld 
fay»  even  in,  this  f^a^,  tha^  it  wQuld  be  with  the  utmo|l,ii^ 
lu£bi9Ci^  ^hat  he  M^omd  give  his  confent  to,  ^ny  meafure  by 
,which,th^  liberty  of  thie  prefs  would  |)e  affefllcd.  Tffic 
leaned  peatleman  had. opened  bis  fpeech  certat^Jy^wi^^ 
great  ability  and  candour ;,  but  neverthelefs  he  c'pul^^  aifcQr 
ver  In  the  propofitions  not  merely  thebeginning^lnlttlie  con'- 
finuwcc^of  a  fyftem  to  cpnfinc  the  Liberty  of  the  Prels. 
i|jt  was  .£ild  that  Newspapers  were  fomtimes  printed  on  ui|« 
ftamf^ed  pstper ;.  he  wimed  to  kno^v.  whether  (hi  .AntUJac^^ 
Jkin^ji\f^f^t^ which  foine  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  ',tnigbt 
knQW,^w;js,jQ  be  included^  i(i.  the  regulations,  a^d  whether 
jthia  e<Jle^i91»  9i,yf'^< an^pfeitantry  waf  to  be^printed.  c 


on 


I.'  The  learned  GentTemanTaidy  thaf  nepers  'oie^tx^ja((i^ 
,jB|eie.iQi)>c^CQmprehcndcd  in^bemcsrfiire  he^propd^.  \i 
.the  ieaqiefl  penftemap  did  not  kho^ir  that  i;jlie  p^pej[|f  n^hfdi 
<  wen6;|lb*t]ie^fere(l  of  Minifters  ipdulged  in  that  Tp<;^£^Af 
.flander  s^ul  abufe  which  he  reprobated,  his  rea^fn^  tA|iin^ 
-Cpnfinfifi^tQ  .thjB  oppofi^on  p^r^.  He  never  had  b^» 
liowi^er* .that  the. calumnies  from\ that  quarter  had  ey/er 
caUeo  forth  ,thf5^  exertion  jpf  the  learned  Gentlmai)  ih  hi&  of- 
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ficial  capaicity.  With  regard  to  the  regulations,  dial  idl  tb# 
proprietors  ihould  be  obliged  to  give  boad  to  be  refpoofible^ 
It  was  one  to  which  he  could  qot  agree.  Untef&a  number 
of  perfons  were  to  join  in  the  eftabliOinient  of  a  paper,  it 
would  often  be  impoilible,  from  the  capital  requii^ed,  to  efta-' 
bliih  one  at  all ;  ankl  fuch  a  regulation  would  certainly  dif*. 
4?ourage  people  from  having  any  ihare  in  a  Newfpaper. 
He  Ihould  be  glad  to  know,  whether  by  this  it  was  oieant 
that  if  Government  paid  a  Paper  for  abuflng  OppofitioDj 
ithe  Treafury,  by  fo  afliftlng  to  keep  up  the  Paper,  was 
to  be  confidered  as  a  Proprietor,  and  to  bq  refponfiMa 
for  the  confequences  ?  If  To,  it  would  tend  to  recon- 
cile him  to  the  meafure.  Already  the  price  of  Newf* 
oapers  had  been  raifed  to  fuch  a  degree  ^s  to  operate,  aoi 
lo  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  revenue,  but  to  fupprefs 
the  inforraatinn  that  thofe  vehicles  afforded,  to  perfons  whoCe 
fituation  deprived  them  of.  other  fources.  He  wiflied  it  tQ 
be  underftood,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  aflent  to  the  pro^ 
pofal,  but  fliould  take  another  opportunity  to  confider  it 
more  fully. 

The  Attorney  Gtmral  faid,  he  was  fdrry  that  the  honour* 
Itble  Gentleman  had  not  been  io  the  Houfe  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  his  fpeech,  as  he  wouM  in  that  cafe  have  found  that 
the  meafure  was  to  apply  to  all  papers  of  whatever  fide. 
He  hoped  the  propofal  would  be  watched  ;  and,  in  particu- 
lar»  bis  widied  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  keep  his  ' 
word,  and  attend  the  difcuffion.  The  Anti-Jac^m  certainly 
was  within  the  fcope  of  the  regulation,  and  was  printed  upon 
ftamped  paper.  As  to  the  pay  given  to  Papers,  the  honour^ 
able  Gentleman  did  not  fay  what  Papers,  nor  by  what  jGo* 
vemment,  and  what  Treafury  they  were  paid.  With  ro- 
gard  to  the  jpiofecutions  which  he  carried  on  in  his  official 
capacity,  he  found  that  the  abufe  of  individuals  of  whkh  he 
compUioed,  was  always  combined  with  attempts  to  degrade 
and  vilUy  the  Government  and  Conftitution  ot  the  country  ; 
and  he  never  had  obforved  that  the  latter  ever  had  been 
abufed  in  tho(e  Papers  to  which  the  honourable  Gentleman 
aUaded. 

Mr.  Shvridan  faid,  he  did  not  complain  that  prolecutions 
were  not  rai(ed  againft  the  calumnies  he  had  mentioned. 
He  was  an  enemy  to  fuch  profecutions,  though  perhaps  he 
w«s  as  much  provoked  to  it  as  any  man. 

Tlie  Cbancillor  of  the  Exchtquer  faid,  he  was  not  fiirprifed 
that  the  honourable  Gentienian  mentioned  "Ih$  Anti  Jacobin 

Vot.  II.   1798.  P  p  who 
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wttlvapptobation.  He  Taw  that  paper  fometimes  himfelf^  and 
icould  aflure  the  honourable  Gentleman  that,  if  he  took  tb^ 
trouble   to  lookj    hie  would    Bnd   it   was  upon    AaiBpaiJt  *^ 
paper.  ,. 

Mr.  Shiridan  faid,  he  looked  at  the  wit,  nc^  at  the 
jRainp.     ; ;  ,; '  /         .    ,\      '    ' 

Mr.  7ietiiey  faid, he  rofe  to  make  one  obrervatiooujKm  ao 

expreflipn  9f  the  learned  Gentleman  in  o^enTngthe  fub)e&» 

He  had  %B>  that  the  Editor  of  the  Cotirur  had  pubiiAedaia 

accpunt  pi  the  cruelties  faid  to  be  infll^d  on  Frenchrpirifoiiert 

here,  t'nowing  it  to  be  falfe.     Now  he  lyaji  requ«Aed  by-tbc 

Editor  to  fay,'  that  this  wasTiuH  tha  cafe,  and  that  be. had 

not  |he  mpft  diftant  idea  that  be  was  publiihtng  a.Mfi^QQdU 

Had  he  done  it,  knowing  it  to  be  falfe,  his  cqndudicepr 

tainly  would  have  merited  ihe  higheft  indigikiAiQii :  whena 

profeci.tlon  was  commenced' upon  the  fubje^^  hoi^ever  it^Ms 

not  fair  that  the  matter  (hould  be  reprefentedio^tblt^oM  in 

this  light.     With  refpe<a  to  the  ^  lalfehoods  •  v^Mcb  were 

publUbed  in  France  upoa  this  Aibjefk,  he  thotighi  ^thb  Houfa 

had  condefcended  too  far  in  taking  nonce  of  «theafeiy  or  ap^ 

pointiQg  any  commiuee  to  etiqiiire  inta  the^fabj^of 'the 

treatment  of  prifonersk^    For  bis  own  part  )bc^>itoa^  Yoadf  t« 

jay,  that  he  firmly  believed  MinifterBto.  be  biaapabie  of  xht 

cruelties  which,  in  the  fabricatiofis  tif  the  F^enok^Dhefio^ 

.  ty,  had  been  iraputodto  thi&CJountfy.  •    '»»»   •    »         ^' 

'    With  refped  to  the  profli^ttiions  carried  Ion  •  b]f  tte.At* 

torney^  General^  there  was  one  which  -he  eooMiMf^f^c^M!!!^ 

with  the  profeflions  of  thQt>  learned  Gentleihan.  ^'#  (tfCk 

fecQtifln  was  raifed  agaiiift/  al  perfon  of  tbe^^llaVii^'^rf^JMtfi^ 

4bn,  for'ptibHibing  an  Anfwer  to  the  Biibop't^PIiAddAiT^ 

-pamfSfhlen    One  ef  the  counts  in  the  inrfidmi^t  wa^Vrhot 

the  faid  Jofeph  Johnfon,  wlAlng  to  vilify  and  rfegififcle'tfec 

GovtKirocnt,  dW  exprefs  a  doubt  of  the  fincerity'ol"  Mr. 

Pkt'in  the  late  negociatton,:  Ae.     To  him  it  itfip^^sttd  to  be 

a  verf' new  fpccies  of  mifdemcanoui*,  to  doubt  the  fitlccrity 

ofMinilten  in  their  public  capadty.  .»  • 

The  Attokyiey  General  faid,  th^t  he  had  akeaJjr  Aiehtibn^ 
that  oo  perfons  were  found  againft  whorn  a  p[*ofetut^on  COold 
be  raifed,  ib' that  the  honourable  Gentleman'  was  mtftstken 
.  when,  hevfiid' that  a  profeciition  was  dfependirtg.*'"  With  re- 
fped  ttttjie  Editor,  he  knew  nothing.  It  ccrtaiiAy  was  iid 
apftk)gy  to  fay,  he  did  not  know  it  was  falft  ;  it  was  a  very 
high  dffence  -to  publilb  fuch  an  account  without  knowing  ft 
.  |o  be  true.     WiA  refpeft  to  the  infer roanon  againft  tfielrok- 

•  fclfcr 
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fcUcf  alluded  to,  the  Bill  had  been  found  by  the  Grand  Jury ; 
but  the  cafe  was  fuch,that  he  would  hstve  cortfidered  it  his  duty 
to  have  profecuted,  even  had  the  Bill  beferf  thrown  out.  The 
whole  of  the  pamphlet  which  contained  rhe  paflageoli  which 
the  charge  alluded  to  wa^  fpunded,  was  of  the  thoR  feditibus 
and  traiterous  tendency.  To  fay  that  a perfbn  in  tH6  fituation 
of'the  right  honourable  Gentleman  was  inlincefe  in  his  nego- 
eiatton  for  pctfcc,  might,  when  coupled  with  the  (JtHer  dan- 
^;eroas  and  traiterous  matter  of  the  pamphlet,  be  of  the  moft 
fatal  tendency,  in  continuing  upbn  the  courrtfy  the  ririktiei 
of  wan  But,  as  had  ever  been  his  cuftom,  he  would  fub^ 
«iit  it  td^ilhe  jury  to  decide,  whether  the  doubt  was  honeftly  en-* 
tertainedf  or  whether  it  was  ezprefled  with  a  malignant  inten« 
tion.  This  queflion  he  found  it  his  bbunden  duty  to  bring 
before  a  jury  in  rhe  cafe  which  had  been  nfentionea. 

Mr  Hahbokjf  iaid,  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  no  intention 
was  extirefied  to  lay  any  previous  reftrtftion  on  th^  Liberty 
of  the  Preis.  It  was  natural  to  be  jealous  of  every  thing  doii*' 
ne£led  wiilh  this  fubjed^t  after  we  had  feen,  in  re(feated  in- 
ftanoeSi  attempts  made  to  invade  the  liberty  of  the  prels.  *  Ht 
appb«ded- the  principles  which  the  learned  Gentleman  ha<l 
laid  dow^:<OQ  ihia.  point,  and  he  wifiied  to  recommend  thent 
t9^  Ibf'  altartioil  of  the  Hoiife,  left,  oti  any  future  otcaiion^ 
they  might  be  overlooked.  Of  the  meafare  propofed  he  coujd 
it9C  a^nijife.  ^  If  the  refpmfibtlity  was  to  be  carried  the  lengrti 
wlu£h  ^e*|ipaf|Kd  Gcntieoiaii  infionated^  it  wooidbe  utterly 
jimppflible  tp  Aate  any  piece  of  new^»*  or  to  ma)ce  any  com- 
nMmcuppiiipiiUic  afFairs.  if  it  Was  criminal  to  mentidn  thtft 
a  fleet.was^about  to.faili  or  to  give  any  piece  of  infarmationof 
dm  nati^re,  not  a  fingle  fa£k  could  be  fiated  that  might  titit  bb 
conftrued  to  a  miibhievQus  tendfiwy.  ''      ; 

The  Cbanctilor  of  the  £xche^u^r  (aid,  that  the  henoorabfe 
Crctycieoiaivhad  totally  mifcon^ived  the  meaning  of  the  me^^ 
fure  which  his  l^vned  Friend  bad  propofed.  Tbete  wa»'«ro(t 
a  word  in  it.  that  impofed  an,y  new  nsgMlatioa  is  tot  the  (Sdht* 
centfr  of  .j)(evr,(papcr^  Any  paragraph,  that  WQirkl  bftJiable  t6 
profecution/aftcr  this  meafure  pauedj^  was  liable  tofirofeeution 
at  prcTept.;  ,and.  the  only  di&reaoe  would  be  tba(i3  t^K^dnfi* 
hk  pcdpjn  wQuId  always  be  fo^nd,  which  was, not itbei cafe,  at  ^ 
prefen|.    .  fji'h'^.  criininaUty  of  ipnoocace  of  any  thing  a^^^wfr 

Jsperj^g^t- contain  would  be  fubmitttd  to.  the  dectfioa4>f  9 
ory  ppecifjply  upon  the  footing  on  which  it  wotiM  :)iow  be 
PQofecu^ed^..  Ko  man  but  die  boaoorable  Gentleman,'  whoi» 
after  lo  long  an  abfence,  had  come  down  to  ftate  broadly,  that 
P  p  «  •  no 
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no  prt)ftcution  at  ^11  ought  to  be  raifed  agaihft  dbofes  of  ^hfe 
pitls*. could  objeA  to  the  meafure  propofcd.  It  wa(  no  woii^ 
der^  howcTer^  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  ob^oed  td^f^ 
ms,  upon  his  principles^  no  check  (hould  be  gtyen  tx>  the  dr- ' 
Cttlatton  of  ,the  foujeft  private  flander,  the  liioft  undif^fbS 
fedition>  -the  moft  pointed  treafoh,  and  the  mod  daring  tft* 
tempts  to  overthrow  the  eftabliflicd  conftitution  of  the  cctttt* 
try.  ,Unkfs  this  was  the  hberty  of  the  prefs  which  oagfat  not 
to  be  touched,  no  objection  could  be  made  td  the  ^Yindpte  of 
ihe  Bill  piopofed.  No  alteration  was  intended  in  the  fpeciei 
df  tihe  criminaruy  of  what  was  written  ;  it  only  faciliuted  the 
obtaining  of  evidence  againil  the  party  who  ought  to  be  refpon^ 
fiblc. 

Anojthor  objod  of  the  BtU  was,  that  whatever  inform^ioA 
Newfpapets  might  .contain,  flxouM  not  be  conveyed  to  the 
enemy.  The  infertion  of  a  pieoe  of  information,  fuch  as  the 
liiiling  of  a  QO0^vx>y,  or  any  thing  of  this  nature,  might  be  ei- 
ther inuocemt  or  criminal,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
party*  Still,  however,  there  did  not  appear  to  be 'any  iieatbft 
vrhy  fuch  articles  of  intelligence  as  an  Editor  mij;ht  obtahi, 
fl^ould  be  communicated,  or  wliy  the  prefs  Qioutd  ht  the  vthl- 
clc  of  conveying  infennittion  to  the  French  Dtre£tory  alt 
]Paris*  upon  which  they  might  be  enabled  to  regUlace  their 
nieafures*  What  might  be  innocent  at  home  might  bibeome 
dangerous  wlien  fent  abroad  ;  9nd  be  really  could  not  difcovet 
how  the  ilieafore  p^opofed  to  prevent  this  could  ^n  aAy  ^aipc 
he  cooAdered  as  an  infringement  upon  the  Liber^  (6Jf  the 
Preis.  As  he  was  now  up^  however,  he  would  »y  a  few 
words  in  aofwer  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  6en- 
|ief9«n  oppofue  (Mr,  Tierney).  The  honourable  Gentleman 
faid,  it  was  a  new  thing. that  it  fliould  be  confidered  as  A  libel 
to  foy^  that  a  perfon  who  had  the  honour  to  be  high  in  his 
Majefty's  Councils,  and  to  have  a  confiderable  (hare  in  the 
4liFe<SlioD  of  public  affairs,  was  infincere  in  a  negotiation  fer 
j«ace.  This  charge,  it  would  beobfcrvcd,  was  madedfter 
.racliam^nt,  upon  foiemn  difcuffion,  had  pronounced  that  the 
^egoctatioii  bad  been  conduced  with  the  moft  ftriking  proefe» 
iina  accompanied  with  the  moft  convincing  pledges  of  dhceri^. 
It  was  9  charge,  therefore,  upon  that  Parliament  whi^  had 
home  tti|jmociy  to  the  fincerity  of  thofe  to  whom  tlie  tie^iet- 
?tioii  wais* confided*  The  obfervation  of^he  honourable  Uen- 
tleoMui,  however,  was  not  new  ;  he  recolleded  it  to  have  feen 
irtippt«d  to.  a  leacned  Gentleman,  and  reprefented  to  havte  been 
iniide  at  a  certain  club.  The  obfervation  indeed  wa^  very  libsly 


to  come  from  a  perfon  who  was  the  advocate  and  patron  ijf 
all  tbeir  libels.     He  would  venture  to  meet  the  learned  Gen<r 
tkfiiao  upon  the  point  of  law,  and  if  he  did  come,  and  flaie 
in  bis  place,  t^e  charge  which  he  aflerted  to  be  innocent^  he 
ihoold  be  ready  to  Aiew  him,  that  he  could  as  little  juftify  ic  ^ 
as  a  matter  of  fad,  as  defend  it  in  law.     Never,  he  was  fure, 
had  the  learned  Gentleman,  amidil  all  the  libels  which  he  had 
been  employed  to  defend,  been  engaged  in  the  juditication  of  a 
more  flagitious  libel,  than  tbac  in  which  he  underdood  he  was 
tu>w  retained*    Compared   with  the  other  contents  of  the 
pamphlet  in  queftion,  the  charge  alluded  to  was  perfedi  inno- 
cence*    It  was  the  moft  daring  attack  upon  the  whole  conftr- 
lutioD  of  the  country  ;  it  viliiied  aiui  degraded  our  natiooai 
Ipirit ;  it  exhorted  the  people  not  to  defend  themfelves  agaioft 
the  eneimr,  and  was  the  moft  infamous  colle&ion  of  feJitiop 
and  treafon  that  ever  was  publiflied.     It  was  not  matter  of 
furpriie  to  him,  therefore,  to  be  libelled  by  thofe  who  praifed 
the  enemies  and  reviled  the  eftablifhments  of  this  country*    If 
the  learned  Gentleman,  who  afierted  that  this  charge  was  no 
nbel,  would,  come  down  and  make  that  afiertion,  he  would 
tell  him  that  he  had  uttered  a  libel  which  be  could  not  juftify 
by  aipin^ent.     He  would  not  pledge  his  chara£ter,  as  at  Iaw«^ 
yeFy  upon  that  do^lrine  which  has  been  imptited  to  him,  or  at^ 
tempt  to  {hew,  that,  in  point  of  fa6t,  there  was  any  reafon  to 
doubt  die  fincerity  of  Minifters.    Would  any  man  fay  that  it 
was,  not  to  alienate  the  afFedtioiu  of  the  people  from  the  Go- 
veroment,  to  .tell  them  that  the  Executive  Power  was  inat«> 
lentive  to,  their  interefts,  and  that  the  Legiilature  fanAioned 
the  condulft  of  thofe  by  which  the  public  happinels  was  be- 
trayed ?    Would  any  man  fay,  that  chatges  fuch  as  theie, 
were  not  grofsly  libellous,  ^and  tended  to  bring  into  difreputc 
the  whole  Government  and  Conftitution  of  tlie  country  ? 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had 
.'mtfconccived  what  he  had  faid.  He  never  affertcd  that  fcdi- 
tjcn  ^nd  trcafon  fliould  go  unpuniftied  ;  he  only  laid  that  he 
was  not  a  friend  to  profecutions,  and  never  had,  in  his  own 
cafe,  taken  notice  of  the  (landens  of  which  he  was  the  cA>jed^. 
fie  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bill  propofcd  contained  in  principle 
focQething  of  the  nature  of  previous  reftri6):ion.  The  ex- 
pence  attending  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Newjfpaper  required 
con(iderab1e  capital  ;  and  if  men  were  deterred  from  clubbings 
no  Newfpaper  could  be  ered^ed  but  by  Govemment,orjperhaps 
continue  without  its  fiipport.  Would  men  become  the  rrogrie- 
toTi  of  a  Paper  if  they  were  all  liable  as  well  as  the  Editor, 
Printer  and  rubliftier,  who  now  gave  bond  to  be  refpon&bie  for 

what 
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what  they  pubiiflied  ?  id  fbA,  tfte  meafare  wovrld  tttti  to  ftxp^ 
prefi  all  papers  btit  thofe  who  vrerc  fupportedby  Gotctnmcnt. 
The  honourable  Gentleman,  fpeaking  of  a  JearnedFrietid  of  hi^ 
(Mr.  Erifcine),  tQ  whom  the  liberty  of  the  Prefe  oulrdl  rtidrc  t^M 
to  all  tlic  laniryers  whom  this  countfy  ever  producctf,  i!i}ed  Kim 
**  the  at! vocatc  and  patron  of  aU  libels. "  The  hbrtOTjrtbfc  <&n^ 
ticman  knewthat  this  aflertiott  wotikl  havei  been  a  Kbel  atiri^herb 
elie.  It  was  a  libel  then,  it  feemed,-  againftthe  Majefly  df 
WiHiarorPitt,  to  fay  that  he  was  not  firicere  in  the  negoct?i]Boti 
fcr  peace  J  Certainly  the  charge  of  infincerity  was  not  nbw  i 
it  was  infmnated  in  Mr.  £r(kine'^  pamptiler;  aitd  he  wbndcrrtS 
how  miniilers  could  reconcile  it  with  theif  ittiparttaRty  tD  hay6 
pafled  6ver  the  charge  in  fo  manv  inftances  *in  which  it  was 
previoufiy  made.  Many  people  (till  entertained  i^brfiidctable 
doubts  of  the  Minifter'ifmcisrtrf  in  the  laft  kiegdelatfdn,  bur  fab 
never  had  converfed  with  any  man  who  doubted  of  %is  itffinoef* 
rity  in  tbefirft.  ;       •    i 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid»  that  ht  did  not  mean 
to  fay  that  the  charge  of  infincerity  had  been  borflonVed  ftom 
any  pamphlet  of  the  learned  Getitleman.  He  had  OAA  ^athe 
feen  a  fpeech  afcribed  to  that  learned  Gentleman,  tn  Miich  he 
was  dated  to  have  afierted,  that  the  char^  aitudi*d  to  was  not 
'  a  libel ;  and/  perhaps,  this  fpeech,  w!ilCh  Was  reprefenCed  to 
have  been  fpoken  at  a  certain  club,  might  have  bc^  a'lHxfl 
upor)  the  learned  Gentlemtin.  As  to  thstt  Gentleman  bein^ 
the  advocate  and  the  patron  of  libels,  ii  was  a  point  of  flft, 
pretty  notorious,  that  h&  had  been  very  often  employed -in  1t& 
profei&onal  capacity  in  cafes  of  libei ;  in  many  of  Which  he  ha^ 
fucceeded ;  and  in  others  he  had  fert  juately  beert  unfticcefsfuf. 
If  he  h^d  any  knowledge  of  the  charadler  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tlemen alluded  to,  he:  would  he  very  forry  if  ihefaft  of  his  liav^- 
ing  been,  in  this  fenfe,  the  advocate  attd  patron  of  libels  coMid 
becontnidi&ed.  A  more  attiocious  libel  than  thatin^ueftioa^ 
in  which  the  learned  Gentiemdi^  was  now  retained,  never,  he 
was'fure^  had  occurred  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  prance:  As 
tothe  aflertion,  that  noliody  doubted  the  infincerity  of  Mini- 
ftcrs  in  the  firft  negociattou,  he  could  orily  reply  by  afierridiir 
The  honourable  Gentleman  muft  Ivave  fpoken  die  opintoit'oF' 
the  company  he  keeps,  in  faying  this ;  for  hewas  fiire  that  ft 
great  majority  of  the  country  were  convinced  of  iKeir  firifc^f-*- 
rity.  '       •  ."  — '  '    •''''"  " 

'Lord  Senile  called  on  the  Itonourable  ftehtfihito  (Mr.  * 
Ticruey)  as  a  public  man^  to  flatethc  name  of  the  Editor  Wh6* 

bail 
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had  been  alladed  to  by  him  in  his  fpeech.  The  paper  was,  he 
faidv  afcandabtts  outnge  on  law,  on  morality,  on  religion,  and 
on  jaOice. .  It.  was  the  echo  of  France,  und  propagated  with 
unyielding  induftry  the  roondrous  mifreprefentations  of  tho 
Freoch  Diredory  and  rheir  deteftable  principles.  His  Lord- 
ih'tp, .therefore^  thought  Mr.  Tierney  would  be  wmting  iti  his 
duty  as  a  member.  oF  chat  Houfe,  did  be  for  a  moment  hditate 
to  give  the  informatipn  he  had  required,  in  order  to  the  brings 
ijig  fuch  ^JcQundrcl^  that  to  juftioe. 

Mr.  77mnrf  did  not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  had  a  right 
toafkfttch  aqueftion;  but  01^  diiog  was  certain,  that  he 
would,  noi  tuin  common  informer  by  anfwering  that  queftion* 
]He  did  not  fu^pofe  aiw  other  Member  of  that  Houfe  would 
have  aiked  a  quefiion  (o  delicate,  and  that  it  would  be  fo  irm- 
prop^  to  reply  tq.  He  had  often  faeatd  thenobfe  Lord  talk  of 
his  flake  if^Tbe .country,  but  that  wa$  a  ftake  ftolen  from  t|)e 
public  bedge.  T]ie  ^itor  of  the  paper  alloded  to  was  a  man 
of  refpedability ;  and  though  the  noble  Lord  took  the  liberty 
in  tliat  Houfe  of  calling  a  man  a  femmdrd  ^ho  had  not  the 
nieans  of , inlying  to  htm  ;  be  woMldoot,  perhapA;  have  ven*^ 
tuied  to  faj  fo  txfi^re  him. .  The  paragraph  complained  of  . 
might  lu^ye  b^^^  y^texXsH  withQ\3t:tfae  knowledge  of  the  editor, 
pr  as  comiug.ir^m'a  peribo  on  whoTe  veracity  he  relied*  But 
whatever  miglu  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  Editor,  the  con^ 
duA  of  the  nobl^  ^ord  was  reprelienfible.  To  one  thing  his 
Lordihip  had.oot  attended,  namely,  that  the  paragraph  was  af>> 
terwards  contiadii^d*  Thus  much  he  had  endeavoured  to 
make  himlelf  underfiood ;  and  Mr,  Tierney  concluded  with^ 
lading,  *'  I  caution  fhe  noble  Lord  not  to  a(k  quelhons  flip* 
pantly,  or  he  may  receive  anfwers  he  may  not  like.'* 

.  Colonel  Gafcoigm  f4id,  that  the  conlradidlion  by  the  Mayor 
of  Liverpool  %vas  indeed  infertedi  but  though  the  charge  ^as 
inferted  in  confpicuous  charaders,  the  contradifiion  was  in- 
fertcd  in  a  letter  fo  fmall  as  few  eyes  could  end  endure  to  read. 
Lord  ^  Rujfel  faid,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  mcafurc.  It 
was  inimical  to  the  conflitution*  He  took  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
remarks  on  a  certain  publication,  and  afked  whether  it  was  fair 
to  accufe  the  author  before  trial.  A  great  deal  bad  been  faid  of 
libet^  againft  minifters,  but  not  a  word  in  repix)bation  of  the 
condu6^  of  thofe  who  in  tlieir  newfpapers  had  ItbeUed  certain 
members  of  that  Houfe,  who  had,  in  fad  accufed  himfelf  and\ 
his  friends  of  being  connected  with  the  French  DireSory,  and 
of  mviting  the  enemy  to  invade  this  country. — The  Attorney 
Gencial  might  not  know  who  it  was  that  had  thus-  been  thfc 

atrocious" 
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ttrocious  libollers  of  that  Houfcf  but  the  si^  hononiable 
G  ntlcman,  (Mr.  Pitt)  oould  be  no  ftimoger  to  the/priacipil 
aaiong tbem^  for hk mme #as ta be  fmrntAnt penfi^a^ lift 
on  thotiablK-  ^     -.  -     '•--/    -  '• "-    ''  r^i^^ 

.  The.ift^apsi9irGcwrii/wasQf\theliuB0fli|ii 
«d  rdWigwr#  reipedmg  -dte^  fdJjcy jiiid;3xp«dMOC7^  :<tEr:dif 
bBU  wAiifiwtid  the  ouauoiiiAiA  /aifiaaalAr  ^lahnrtf^  '^^f 
ment*   *He  aQcatfini  Mr.  TaoHMf  of halmcKkieftvitdMafar 
T^rhicb everjrdey^^amefoiiii  {^the-piUic MkoAtMiam iftd 

might  iiave  becn^puiriiaied  <iritlmitf2ihe'  koiivlfld||0  tfitte 
cdkoir»  or  fmn  a.'«di«i6»ioa7tliB  maohf  of  thetfMirfiln  who 
lentilt'  'M  ^uiriktKlsimMlBdgaiiieiitNhi^  ihewn  thsi^  meMier* 
of^hcfacircuaiftaiioei'titcfe.tketrafe.^  it  m«s»  tojfboaglit> 
tbooefojtelk-  the  JionoidqiU^Gef  tiemm's  dutyito  grM«tiiso  iiii« 
KofttBtiDA  to  the  HimfcvivHch]die^iiio(kam[|^ioo»^fei%i^ 
DOt  put  the  Law  Officers  of  the  crown  mbilBfliM^P*  There 
was»  hefaU^iikiBUi  whofirnaiiie^Bpoaml^Afae  foot  of  the 
]mper9*bttl)ie^hafiabfoBftdBd.f;  >*'<     m  ;  -^v/ 1    i>:T-^ 

h/tt^  rn^mfyfvpltadv  that;  h^bod  not  dMamhil  die  paper. 
He  would  *aflc,  honourablc'^ka^lerirai'wkchbefdie^fakd  nor, 
on  thecontrBry,  difapproved  ofithe'paragnqph  efatDplataiBd  «f« 

Sir  ¥^  Fubemy  faid,  that  thtfiibert^nofrafaDf^^e'iras  one 
of  the  cfaTef  pHiars  of  otir.ii«eddm;Maiia  herein  jMl  that 
,    any  meafure  conneded:  wtll  h  was.imxiotiSy'diftM&dl*  f^it 
defcrffption  of  that  Khsisy  in  thi$^:dbui|iti^evnB;i:tfiat  «bne 
was  no  previoas  redridiioo  .vpoa  the  pnrfBi^thoii^rMie  tt^- 
fponfibility,  as  it  ought  to  be^  wa^  firifiu  L££hat  hrhi-'fhtflF . 
had  been  greatly  abufed  wis  true. '  it  was  mecMbryv'  theit;^* 
fore»  that  the  refpotiribiHty  of  thofe  who  ufisH^ke^itft^lioiiid 
be  great^^^Thene  might  b^  n^  danger,  hotwevert  -that  prbfeci^ 
tions  might  be  ufedin  opdeiitotteftToy  xbeprefs*'  If  profecu* 
tions  w^  attended  with  niKidiffitultieSy  repeated'  j^roTeeu-' 
tions  m^tvruin  a  ptxiy  th<$ugh'he  were  always  acquitted. 
In endeaifoorine to preVeittthe sdsnfe of  the prefti  therefore, 
itwaBTAoceflarylikewilfeiio  mitecare  that  pi-ofeoinioiiis  (houki 
not  be  veiUMiDiia.    ThteJc^vH  tUight  not  occur  under  the  A<i- 
miniftmtioii;  of  tl^  prefentf  >  Attorney-GenenH,  •  ^ha  had  at^^ 
waysdifeovored  a  grtat  i-agflpd  for  the  prWItogeof  thefPrtft;' 
^  bih;  in'tnhkitig  a  general  law,  ft  vas  pit>|^riogdaf^  agatiA' 
^  the  poflibilky  «)f  abBfe.''  I'te/Vrhole  of  the  piv^oTitiOB  ttftn 
r^uired  a  gMit  d^al  of  cotifTdeiation.     ItAXi  Hdt  ap^r  to 
him  neccS^y  to  take  dl  tM  'ppbprietorsboofld; '  >  If  caire  n^aa 

•    '  '':•'■■       -;:'•      '  •    ••*•*»   -^    'tataftt 
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.  taken  to  have  tome  of  them  bound,  the  €  wis  nd  Occa** 
fia»iur  iiidudiofl  them  i^*  As  coafideiable  capital  was  re- 
foirod  firaiMtiv^aperyto  taqiiiretlie  whd 
vaufnA  dMcouiagB  men  of  wealth  ham  becomijqfiptbpvietorsf 
aMtdtonatdf'  increafe  the  power  of  the  crown^  b^'  engro^ 
fiag  the  wlwla  preis,  andpi^iiig  it  with  the*  puMic  money. 
ThatfrimtB^aader  was  a  Ms  to  the  public,  bydepriTing 
OMD  OT  takntr  and  oooGdaiatien  of  their  proper  weight  waa 
tfue.  it  wouU  be  a  fnatter  of  coofiderationt  therefore,  how 
ht  it  waa  proper  to  give  so  the  pidiiic  the  right  to  proteft  it* 
The  fid^efi  thai  ooght  to  be  thoroughly  caavafled,  and  the 
bill  nanowtly  watched  in  every  ftage  of  ita  i^rogrefs.  No 
point  ong|M  to  be  men  op  wlitch  ferved  as  a  proteaion  to 
the' real  liberty  of  &a  preis. 

The  Secretary  «f  ffitr  faid,  be  xoie  toimd»  a  few  obferva^ 

in  confequeoce  of  what  fell  from  an-  honourable  Oeatlemiui 

oo-thfrodior  fida^Mr.  Tiemey}»  io  anfwer,  or  rather,  as  an 

'    esKXiiefornbtailifwerii^  a^qudftibn  which  had  been  put  to  ^ 

lunliya  aoUaLord.    Oneftrpng  motive  which  induced 

him  to  ii&  aft  ihia  moment  was»  -  thit  the  noble  Lord  ftould 

notbekft  done;  Cbrtheliafioiirabkr  Gentleman  Teemed  to 

thtek  that  Ihcaewttinbodier  member  in  the  Houfe  who  con- 

cwDsd  iaihe  fMprnty;  of  putting  that  oueftion.    He  begged 

to£iy»  d>8t  hH^s^^m  who  approved dt  the  queftion»  though 

liitad^nilted  heifiad  no  right  to<:all  upon  the  honourable  Got- 

alemaii  to  «lifwer.    The  honourable  Gentleman  had  tlone 

thai  whick  kehad  an  undoubted  right  to  do»  declirted  to  give 

susiy  anfwer ;  apd  God  forbid  thbt  right  ihould  be  taken  away 

from  aoy  ooan.    It  was  a  right  whidi  men  found  veiy  often 

great  benefit  froqftin  their  examinations  before  a.magiftrata 

orabenchof  JalUces.    Tlie  noble  liordi   in  putttiig:that 

qiisftton».'did  nol  pii^  it  as  one  to' wUdLbe  had  a rightlb^*^, 

fiwoe  tn  stfifwer.;  but  it  was  rather  io.Ae  (bape  of  an  appeal 

tfnT  ^^$grtfmndim»  The  hooouraUe  Gentlemen  ieen»d  to  think 

tbm  if  hn  gave  this  infbrfmtion;  it  iiKoukl  place  Umtit^itbe 

fitsssu^nof  an  Mfonoer . -  The  term  Informer  wasonlrwhich^ 

iHMSjr  perlona.  fmulaotinteroft  in  ^rcprpbatbg  t ,  with^TefpeA, 

Ii6frev4r»  to  Jnoofelifi  and  tbofe  who  had  the  honoMr  to  be  of* 

HisMi^^y'ftPrivf.CoiinciU  they  \trore  bound  by  an  oath 

to.enake  <KfcQ«ery  of  evcrv   traiferous.  macMnation. that 

cnnae    within    their   knowledge.      The  perfon  of  whom 

this  inquiry  was  made,  was  one  who  infertrd  a  Ubd  in  his 

paper,   and  the  honourable  Gentleman  took  cced&  lo  htmfell 

Vofc.  11.  1798*  Ci.q  for 
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iav  being  the  (i^ft  to  condemn  it.    Tke  defence  he  htAbt  op 
was,  that  he  did  nor  knoiiiF  it' to  be  falfe ;  but  it  was  the  duay 
•  of  a  Qfiaa  in  that  fuualion  to  Icnow  th^t  it  was  true  before  be 
•ftnt  19 fKK  igtofhe  world.    The  peDTon  about  wkoib the  in- 
quiry WM  nnade«  was  the  author  oi  a  paper  £uch  as  etieiy  one 
knew  the  Courier  to  be,  a  paper  to  which  there  wasnofenn 
of  reproach  that€Oii|d  not  be  applied — a  paper  written  with 
the  moft  traitei^ous  defigns,  and  devoted  to  the  lervice  of  the 
enemy.    It  would  be  mtM  far  the  purpofes  of  publie  juftkey 
tliat  the  editor  of  fuch  a  paper  fliould'be  known,     bt'km  kou 
nburable  Gentleman  had  been  influenced  by  friendftiip in^tfac 
refufal  he  had  given,  he  IhovM  be  willing  to  nmlpe  evtay^al- 
4owance  ^  b^t  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  hteifiolf  dif- 
dainied  that  motive  ;  then  upon  what  pcinotpte  could  he  de- 
fend  his  condiift'^  But  as  he  Kadr  before  faid»  the  honourable 
Gcntlenian  was  maftet  of  his  own  condnA.    He  could 4ko( 
avoid  obferving)  that  nothing  which  had  beeii  find  ofthe  quef* 
tton  put  by  tl^  noble  Loid  had  coavincod  him  that^^ii  wns 
not  a  proper  one,  atul  though,  the  honourabb  G«tlIeaHin 
might  Aand  upon  his  right  of  relniing  to  anfwer,  yet  he 
would  perhaps  find  fome  difficulty  in  cxercifing  that  fight. 
This  brought  to  his  recolledbn  a  feene  in.a  opmedy^  vrittre 
a  buiband,  finding  fome  gentlemen  in  hishoufe,  and  widi  kis 
wife^  at  nighty  aiks  them,  how  theyoame^theoe?'  The  poor 
man  who^fts  the  queftioit  is  immednitely  cried  dowabfvaU 
the  company^  and  the  queftion  is  generally  reprobated.    One 
of  the  company  has,  however,  the  honefty  toacknpwledge  ia 
private,  that  the  queftion  was  tery  aprofoi. 

Mr.  TUrnej  again  repeated,  that  lie  wouid :  hot  an^er  a 
queftion  that  would  put  him  in  the  fituation  of  aa  informer. 
He  would  nevertheleisaik  the  right  honoutable  Secietaiy  onc^ 

S^ueftion,  which  he  hoped  he  would  ha(ve  the  candour  toan« 
wer. — "^^  Does  he  mean  to  f^y  that  I  am  conneded  with  a 
traitor?" 

The  Secnfary  at  /Kyf^  repHed,  that  the  paper  was  tieafon^ 
able>  and'although  the  honoHi-able  Gentleman  bad  acknow^ 
leidged  being  acquainted  with  the  editor,  he  had  refufed  to 
ftate  lits  name. 

Mr.  Tiepiey  f^id,  he  was  not  In  the  habit  of  taking  in  that 
paper;  be' merely  bought  it  when  he  heaid  it  blown  about 
with  a  hom^  as  containing  great  news  from  France.  He 
added,  <'  If  the  Editor  be  really  guilty  of  High  TDeaTon, 
indid  hiih,  and  call  me  as  a  witnefs." 

The 
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The  qutftira-wasnow  pijit>  aad  leavf  ^givcn  ,to  bring  in 
the&lU  ^ 

fet7DGfiT4     .  .  ' 

.  Thf^,Cbancell9r  of  the  Exchequer  gzvt  notice,  that  on  Fri- 
jdajs  the  .2oth  of  April,  ^  intended  to  bring  forward  the  re- 
jaaUndef  of  ^  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year. 

REDEMPTION    OF   THE    LAND    TAX. 

The  offcr  of  the  day  for  the  l^mk  to  refoive  itfelf  into  a 
coiAVhIttee  of  the  whole  H«ii(e  to  confider  of  the  propo&tioh 
r^latlVe'To the  fAc  of  L^nd  Ta^xbeing retd^*  aod^tte qoeftion 
iot  HKt  ^^cJder  leaving  the  Chair>  being  piit,  . 
'  Mh  Amt/mi  rofev  'and  profeffisd.  his  conTidion  of  the  no- 
ceflity  of  great -exertiofis-ln  the  prefent  criticbl  ftate  of  tir 
^^AJttiU^ ;  hfe  thdughi,  ho%#ew,  thatit  would  render  the^re- 
fen^liti^afiile  mbtepopul^  with  the  bnded  icitereft  if  there 
%^9  FofM  provifioa  in  f hft  BiU  that  if  ever  ^ny  new  ioipoft  'wais 
laid  oh  fitrd,  a  tM  to  the  fame  amount  fhovild  be  laid  oh  other 

The  (fhuKtfhrcf  ^6^  Ex<beiftter  faid,  that  if  the  honotur- 
iAk'^etittefnanhad  t^gtneridobjediotfs  to  the  meafure,  he 
fblreljr'WwUnot  iniift  ii^il  (iich  a  cbnditicm;  What  crite^ 
Viott*ilHi#to  beadopted'for  aflefltng  otber  property ;  and  how 
txHitd  nfrllaiAent  pledge  itfelf  to  tax  all  other  propcity^ 
'  '#11^11  it'Wa^  aheady  pledged  to  lay  00  burdea  upon  fuiubd 
^pcrtyr  •     * 

Sir  Ml\PWM^'Wtfli^d  that,  as  the  Boufe  had  been  fo  fate 
bfft  nighty  this  dirctiiTion  might  be  deferred  till  the  next  day. 
'  The  Spiokr  faM,^  as  it  was  intended  to  receive  the.  refon 
i»f  ^e  c6fhmitteeWorelhe.adjourhment ;  the  Hoofe-WouM 
dfafervei  that  it  was  without^xaitiple'to  receive  the  report  .oA 
Ihe '  fame  day  on  which  the  committee  fat. 

The  Qhancf^r  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  ihoold  have 
been  very  ready  to  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  the  honourable 
BaitMet,  as  be  Teemed  defirouT^  turn  his  attrition  to  the 
febj6di  if  the  forms  of  the  Houfehad  not  rendered  it  ne<^ef* 
fary  to  go  into  the  committee^  As  there  would  be  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  difcui|ion  on  the  report,  the'  difcuffion  might  ,be 
taken  up  now,  and  continue  as  long  as  Oentlemeii  faw  con* 
venient,  and  refumed  on  the  rep€irt.  This  was  acquiefced 
In.         ^ 

Mr.  ymn  thought  this  meafure  a  partial  fiaancial  operas 
Q^q  a  .     .  tian* 
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tion,    H5p.w?w  tony  toppppfe  any  sm^ttie  iki^d9!«^^iimdbl 
to  firengthen  the  country  at  the  prefent  difficult  crifis,  km^^ . 
was  convinced  that  this  meafure  was  moft  'OMroff^  t«Mhe 
laivlqd  ^intecfU.    He  did  uot  like  to  Tee  ^  hJAMjgfihnikUipn 
every  oc^l[ion». and  Xuch.i^  dUppritiQ9  i]bewnito»(f«rb«rtiili9 
nionlecrmte^eft.    He  did  not  Wk^  t^  fpeakJUof  ntqErtioci^ro^ 
men  i .  it  .was  not  his  charaip^«r  ;^  but  bp  ^^m^vtlfmmlk^ 
honourable  Gentlenien  what  bi^.imoaoctal  fatb«rJWiajfta£ 
the p^onied men,  *'  They  were aifst .of  mcvf ready  ^Suffkf 
«very  mimfter  with  money  cW  tb^h  fMwi^  tefflla*  tad^Mi 
lohjjjx.^!    Thexevolution  of  FmnMwa6:.t)K>«|^<?alMiii:i^ 
the  tribe  oCxQOoey-lenders,  jobbens,  and  Ao  lyMp.irf  iht 
fwindll^i^firatemity.    Wq  wght«  tfaeroforei^lto  k>  oi^ooitf 
guard  agaiaft  theou    He  ttiifkti  th|it»,.apdlbe  ^fivH^oBdii^ 
Cotiy  tlie  landed  initereft  womU  Rkk  tpf^hofK.     ,  n^ifr  r. ) .  r.  ^ 
The  CbjWilhr  oftht  Exekfqft^,  laypeflM  »  f^  thai  an  Iw^ 
noucaUe  Gentleman. whofe  %f^\  uiitbet<Muiifrff);|ittKTQaimtiir 
he  knew,  and  whofe  motives  lHtrefpelUri»tiMcin<n  tdkoft 
fufficient  pabs  to  inform  himfe)i^fli\thi|(Mt9eAyanA  fctf^ 
to  have  imbibed  the  prejudices  whi^b'  he(miiMM4^llM  good 
.  fiphfe  of  modern  times  had  laid  afl!?<^>|or  fyer» .  ^The  lye^ 
(ure  impofed  nonewburdeni  9pr>if  qfirriQd^i\g?Velbe^HoQib* 
any  new  power  of  farther  aff^oftent.  .  Qp  tbe  Q9flfiianri^  ika* 
rejedion  of  a  meafure,  tqndifi^.W  raife4^e.^d«»  wiLiiriJM^. 
cncr^fe  the  facility  ipf  borroMfing*  oi^bl  ivendfll  glMWbiir^. 
dens  more  neceflaryi  an4  iwi^%l^SiB^VIM^t^9^Vf^\k^)t^ov^i^g^ 
babie.    He  was  furprifed  \<y  hear  theiioooui;«t4e(iMlleakii 
-fay  tliat  the  French lUyolutjiOAy^aso^caTioofdiiyti^ 
m^n.    For  hia.part,.  he  b^^eved:  th^^  il  wjh  occafiMtdtibgr 
thofe  who  had  neither  n;ipi;Y^y.iiar(ip4r  ^d  who  wiftcd  to^ 
%tx  the  land  and  money  of  :otI^f  p^ple.    Ag#M)ft  ^hia  fwiad^i 
ling  frptemUy  it  certainly  w^  oujr  duty  to  giiaff^.*  He  waa 
forry  to  hear  it  ^^n  talked  of,  that  there  w^  .a.dUmnce^ 
nay,  a'contradl^ibn  between  the  landed  and  monied  intcveft«  - 
The  pp^rjiy/>f  the  laijb. century  vvai  <Afiog,  as^mudias'to 
any  thing  ejfe^i tojts  hejng  ^  Ufi^th  ui^iddrftooi jihal  tbcy.wQie 
indeed  the  fame*.   T^^;  s;io9kc|.iiKere(l  muft  bcbibnrible  that 
theii;  great  fecurity  rpftod  pn  the  ^lid  bafispf  |he.laod ;  aad 
the  lanoed  prcfurietor  wasicDf^theyalv^of  h«>efiaCe»  his 
means  of  improvement,  the  price  of  his  produce  depended  on 
the  profperity  of  the  ^onii4  ^ai^ . cofnmer/cia)  intereft.   .  No- 
thing could  be  more  hoilileto  the  interedsdf  the  country  tfaaa 
to  jevive  the  diftin^ions  and  jealoufies  between  them.  ^4^Wk 
every  occafion  the  monied  ipep  had  (hewn  the  warmeft  tmX 
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lor  oMfy  thing  in  wMch  the  wel£ue6f  the  comttty^vas  cod- 
oAaai. .  •  -     .      ■  ,     • 

-'  £oiMlte<]JliJh^'fh(»iwto  tfart  lidthhi^could  be  vr6tt6iiah  tiifc 
flEifBipkMif  th«  mejrfiire.  TJie'Iafad -wts  already  lestAnt^W 
tOBi'wiiKI  it%sis«bl«'«6«fe«n  '  The  PrpvindalTCSivjJfyand 
Si^plaMmiaiy^AiUty  hMd  i«p6l»'uj)on  thethttfcvbus  Jut 
dhionilifciirAnis ;  «ie  fei^P  liWesiftJid  oicrftiftrfii^'itft  eYf^i^. 
nH«d^{nt«i  "In  »atty'|ilafteiW%»4*ia?/»pt«mtHat  Well 
»e«ti  <In4Mi^ale«f  ms^  %*«asj«  ^Wfc  to  hdng^rvAtixhe 
prefe«*ielAlt^ -Thtf  ft«fty<)lfgettihg'at  tlfef«^toQ  WTO 
be  a  UttSinllibil'toidtwM^^ ^"fodh  H^liis'katami  visa 
difipoM  dfl  <  'HtfdW  todt  think'Yhat  it  woold  'ev^Mi'tint 
«fieft>iii^iilM9^1biM6cf;  te%jisa  Httle  cxp^che'bfth^ 
oionied  men,  v4»hr«te  *wktt*{Hjr'fallcmg  ofqiiacEIng  i^ 
inedie«  M  taMd  tk^^Mdi^Whliotit  taking  a  comprehwifire 
yhm  <e  tlMikda«A«4«tere(r^Alle  country.  Sir  R{*eri  Wa!- 
(ade>had  coAtdtnift'fhe  lah<tei  ^-finercft  tit  a  flictp  that  lav 
<faMra,  anriN  Wte<fc«rii«^«hdbt'a  ftruggle,  -while  the  mbnied 
iiMeffft.4rai>m(t«4*>g  that  Jlrtcttd  tm  all  its  bri/Hes  and«icd 
<Hi»4he'ri)taieilfn«  1MlsqeM«>hM.''  *Thb  would  be  a  luft  oic 
tarn  dl  rtrtia^ftlhj^fllteiJtteff Wiffibutoppofirion  on  the  orel 

^?5S?*'^^'M"^'^**'^**'  ^'  ^•^'  *>  tJ'oft  who 
laKbAUto  •*to«*,a*fe  thfe  ftfengeftiiiwiment  forits  neceffity 
anifrWMtil  fli^lhi^  <R«  ttftttfedTntercft  had  not  fufficiW 
wcijlfiCi    HdiWifti  d«i»ide%>kgiiin{Ftfre^tnea^fi]re. ' 
..  Sir  Gill9h>M»Mti^  -ctonffidererffllfc^ifrtafaTe  now  before  the 

H«ifetiDPb*#*Wf  tHe'tnoflf-iftvpoWartr  tHatcotildctJtae  under 
itsxiirciifiitftv.  <>  fHfiifii  fttfefled  thifno  defcripfftwi'of  men  In 
the  coanny  «^  trtiwe  heartily  dUj^ofed  tocomeftwvk^ard  and 
leliefe •  hr.Wllgelideg,  tbari;  Ihi'landed  Geiitletneii.  But 
dMfoid  h  be  to«M«try  to  iWpwe%«y  ntw  tax  ontheni,  it'was 
h»  wtA  Md  <bpi»ik>A  that  It  ffioilW'«?ia5d"feiriy  and  eduallr 

TheC*<rtw«foris^  ««»  fittA^^AP^Mttpliiiienteffte  patriotic 
fpinrwd  langtifa^  of  rt»'w<rfaty  fiaJ-onc^  anda!ffii4d  Mdu 
ttotifhodld  t*««»igfti€ies  of'tfeefta*  reouire  thiHrtpoMoi 
of.»»y  n«w.lahd  tax,- it  wte  1iki*r|fe  his  bpiiiiori  dtiit  it 
flMMiIdbfrUiddn  foMecAwe  equAf  Itofis'lhan  that  whldtejtift- 
ei  at  pref«nti<  -  •.. 

Mr.  titrnfm  d^ckred  he  ha*  only  to  fey,  that  rendeb'nff 
the.iand  tax  perpetual  was  laying  an  additional  liurthen  bn 
the  landholders. 

Mr.  ^y<tet  deaied  that  it  wks  poiEble  to  prove  tharthe  pre* 
'  feni 
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tent  mearufie  went  to  lay  ah  additional  tax  bo  land^  Mdcll 
had  been  faid  againft  making  the  tax  perpetual*;  (kit 
was  any  Gentleman  bold  enough  to  hope/ that  nrfore'tilnes 
Height  be  fo  changed  for  thei>6ner,  as  to  enable  Or  la  di- 
a>}nHh  the  Land  Tax  P  Sufety  not ;  and  even  were-  w^  af- 
Mrived  at  tlie  happy  days,  whtn  tfie  burthentf  6f'tlifr'^^[rtt 
tvere  to  be  alleviated,  no  otie'could  undoubnedlyhav^thc 
face  to  fa]^,  that  we  fliould  begin  by  removing  the  iJaM'Tax. 
The  landed  intereft  could,  therefore,  claim  no'Hieflt  fji 
agreeing  to  render  that  tax  perpetual,  which  thei^  Was  Wt3« 
the.moft  diftant  profpeft  of  being  ever  t^en  off. 

Mr.  Harrifoh  and  Lord  Sheffield  faid  a  few  wotfds  in  ex- 
planattofi.  ,        ' ' 

Sir  ff'iHiam  Puk^ney  perfcdly  agreed  with  thofe  G^faffe* 
naen  who  oppofed  the  ptefent  plan,  as  one' that  will  bear  pe- 
culiarly hard  on  the  Lauded  Proprietors,  The  weight  h 
Will  throw  on  their  (hooklerfij  they  cowW  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  alleviating  by  devolving  a  portion  of  it  on  the 
Shoulders  of  others.  Ft>r  when  ever*  a  rife  ttx>k  place  in  the 
prke  of  commodities  in  general,  no  profit  enfued  the^by  to 
the  landlord,  whatever  advantagb  it  was  Kkely  to  firrni(h)  was 
Aire  to  go  to  the  occupier ;  the  landloid,  therefore/ tMld" be 
Jnderanified  in  no  degree.  He  was  in' the  cafe  of  a  perfefi 
with  a  certain  fixed  annuity,  who  rs  obliged  to  pay^  the  ptict 
jof  ievcry  thing,  but'who  cannot  throw  the  but^hen  on  others. 
It  was  aire  faid,  and  not  wuhout  much  plauflbilfty  alkt lap- 
•pearance'  of  truth,  that  this  plan  went  to  give  a  prefctirtace 
•to  the  monied  over  the  landed  intered  ;  of  the  pdffibtlity  df 
giving  that  preference  there  cannot  exift  the  leaft  dbiibt ; 
09d  it  the  plan  now  propofed  for  felling  the  Land  Tax  has  4 
tendency  to  give  that  preference,  which  undoubtedly  it  feetm 
to  have,  then  as  certainly  will  that  preference  turn  to  the 
firejudiCB  of,  the  landed  interefl.  But  it  is  faidy  this  ap- 
parent partiality  in  favour  of  the  monied  men  cannot,  by 
the  operation  of  this  plan,  affeft'the  landed  Gemlemeti,  and 
;ndiy  ?:  ficcaufe  it  Is  equally  x>pen  to  the  landed  GMlllNiien 
AoUy  np  the  tax,  as  it  is  to  the  monted  intereft.*  '  Bftt  iffhe 
landed  intereft  coiild  buy  up  the  lahd  tax  at  t'#emy  years 
iftuchafe,  as  it  was  propofed,  then  they  would  tA'as  monied 
men,  and  it  would  not  affeft  them  as  land-holders.  This, 
faoivever,  they  canAcJt  be  fuppofed^'todb;  they  have  not  in 
general  the  means  of  coming  forward  t6maka  fuch'*  pHr- 
chafe,  and  they  are  therefore  precluded  from  dertvinjg  any  of 
iha  faeiiefits  from  it  which  are  faid  to  be  attached  to  the  fktn. 

Wh»t 
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What  moreover  p«o«es  that  it  gives  a  preference  to  ihe  tXK>- 
nied  JDtcreft  is,  the  very  bngiiage  in  which  it  is  fpoken  of 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  For  he  himfetf  con^ 
fiefles  that  his  plan  holds  out  a  tempting  bargain ;  but  who 
are  they  that  can  lake  advantage  of  this  tempting  bargain  ? 
Are  they. not  the  mpnied.  meo^  and  is  it  not  conle<^uently  a 
decided  and  evident  preference  given  to  them  over  the  lan4- 
ed  intexeft  i  Indeed,  in  all.  points  of  view  in  whkh  he  con^ 
iidered  tfaepbci»  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  that  was  taken 
]ip  ra(hly  and  pxecipiutely  ;  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  th^ 
Chsmcellor  of  the  Kxcheqiier,  who  had  now  much  praSice 
and  experience  in  financial  concerns,  could  ever  liave 
thought  of  propofing  a  plan  fo  very  exceptionable,  had  he 
viewed,  it  even  fuper^cially  in  all  its  parts.  Indeed,  when 
he  nose  ferioufly  refle&ed  on  its  tendency,  he  was  niore 
than  aftoniflied,  that  his  Msjefty's  Miiiifters  could  have  been 
(6  mad  as  to  venture  to  propofe  a.meafure  which  in  its  na- 
ture muft  tend  to  fow  divifion,  jealoufy,  and  difconteitf 
throughout  the  iiation ;  and  that  at  a  moment  when  it  is  fur- 
rounded  and  threatened  with  fuch  alarming  dangers. .  He 
was  confident,  or,  at  leaftj  from  former  experience,  he  ,w^s 
induced  to  hope,  that  when .  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
jnore  fbrioufly  attended  to  the  nature  of  bis  propofal  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  received,  he  would  naturaHy 
withdraw  it,  and  not  permit  it  to  go  a  fingle  ftep  further. 

But   what  was  the  great  objed,   for  the  attainment  of 
which  this  hazardous  plan  has  been  introduced  ?  As  far  as 
he  could  gather  an  idea  of  the  benefit  that  was  promifed  to 
reiult  from  it,  the  mod  prominent  advantage  was,  that  it 
would  remove  from  the  market  a  farge  quantity  of  three  per 
cents,  and  by  thus  removing  this  large  portion  of  (lock,  it' 
would  tend  to  jraife  the  remainder.     From  this  another  ad- 
vantage was  to  arife,  namely,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  thus  enabled  to  make  a  better  loan.    But  even 
in  this  vieiw  o£the  plan,  he  was  much  afraid  (hat  t]^e  right 
hoo.  Gentleman.  wouW  find  himfelf  hugely  4i&jppointed. 
For  this  financial  manoeuvre,  if  fuqh  was  his  expedation, 
would  not  enable  him  to  make  his  loan  pnc  (hilling  cheaper^ 
It  was  not  from  what  had  tranfpired  of  this  plan,  that  {locks 
had  rifcn  from  47  to  50.     A  variety  of  other  circumftances  . 
hadooncurred}in«gtving  them  that  rife  ;.  and  it  was  his  firm  ^ 
belief,  that  when  this  fa.vourite  fcheme  came  to  be  better 
knovvn,  it  would  n^  have  the  efled  of  raUing  tl^e  ftiiids..  No . 
benefit  could  therefore  refult  from  it  by  bettering  the  terhis  ' 

of'* 
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€»ftheIotii;  formonied  men  vrould  always  look  to  their 
ovm  advaiitage»  and  the  borrower  muft  be  always  in  the 
power  of  the  lender^  except  when  a  ftruggle  of  cocnpetition 
might  make  his  terms  mote  advantageous.   It  was  moreover 
to  be  obfenredy  that  it  wsis  not  the  acUition  to  the  Stocks  that 
made  them  fall»  nor  the  removing  of  any  part  of  them  from 
the  market*  that  made  them  rife  ;  their  rife  or  fall  could  ne* 
Ter  be  materially  dfieded«  as  long  as  no  doubt  arofe  about  ' 
the  uxes  being  uifEcient,  and  at  the  fame  time  fecurcd  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  creditor.    But*  in  another  yiew, 
bow  was  this  plan  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  Public  i  It  pro* 
pofes  to  give  a  perpetual  five  per  cent,  for  a  perpetual  fix  per 
cent. ;  and  thus  on  forty  miilion,  to  procure  a»in  of  one 
percent,  or  four  hundnxl  thoufand  pounds.     ThiSy  how* 
vcr,  could  be  but  a  diftant  objeA,  and  by  no  means  iq>pli- 
cable  to  the  relief  of  our  prefent  exigencies^  which»  however^ 
the  plan  purported  principally  tohaveforitsobjed.  Ndther 
would  it  remove  any  quanty  of  flock  out  of  the  market  i  for 
the  five  percent,  perpetual  which  you  grant  out  of  the  Land, 
if  you  permit  it  to  be  fold^  which  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  the 
cafe,  will  thus  come  again  into  the  market,  and  form  a  ca- 
pital of  (lock  preferable  to  every  other,  as  being  jpe^tnaU* 
This,  in  another  light,  might  be  attended  with  no  fmall  mif- 
chief;  for  nothing  could  be  more  mifehevous.  than  to  hdd 
out  any  fecurity  as  preferable  to  the  fecurhy  of  the  funds. 
A  difference,  however,  would  'PP^r.  between  the  two  fe- 
curities  held  out  by  thofe  two  dimrent  kinds'  of  ftock,  and 
the  difference  would  fooQ  Arike  every  body.    This  new 
fcheme  will,  befides  materially  obftruA  the  moft  matetM 
obje£t  which  it  feemed'  to  aim  at,  namely,  the  borrowing  of  • 
money  on  more  advantageous  terms;  for*  by  it  the  Chan-< 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  creates  a  competition  agatnft  him'> 
felf ;  for  monied  men  will  fooner  eniploy  their  money  in  " 
buying  up  this  new  ftock  than  in  lending  it  to  the  hooour- 
^le  Gentleman ;  and  thus  his  plan  would  go  to  fn^ftrate 
his  own  d^figns.     Indeed  it  met  no  objeA  for  which  it  was 
intended :  inftead  of  withdrawing  flock  from  the  market*  it. 
only  occafioned  a  transfer  to  another  (lock ;  and,  chough  it 
held  out  a  chance  to  the  landholder  tp  buy  up  his  fliare  of  the 
Tax,  yet  that  chance  would  every  day  diminiUi  as  the  &ocka ' 
rife ;  and  thus  the  plan  would  prove  not  only  an  idle  fpeca- 
lation»  but  a  fource  of  injuftice  and  injurious  partiality. 

The  only  advantage,  therefore,  that  feems  to  be  derived 
Cram  it  is,  that  upon  forty  millions  you  get  one  per  cent.  « 
^this  advantage  is  fiilly  counterbalanced  by  the  converfion 

of 
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of  the^ieftiai^  JLand  TjoJj^  s^  perpetual  aooujl^ ;  and,  in* 
Sa^ot  tsiH^g  out  of  the  inarlet  a  great  portron  of  llpc^^ 


cft^blrffilM;  tS  TJi^krh  the,cfteis^r?drt'bl  thfe  finking  fijfid  can  ffe-^' 
itr  apptj^;*'  ^^""thet^^ofeV  Hit*  plan  very  jaitlfgivcs'^if^ 
content  to  the  coantry-gctitteixierfirtj  would  norBeprpduSWc 
of  tftKtr  hAediittc  rit  immcdfatt  goo^  ;  it  was  ^oredvtfr  a  Yiof- 
h&oii  of  thfc  Coftftittition^  and  thatih  a  rhaDnbr  ^^hich'a  bad 
Mmiftcr  rrtight  make  a  t^fy  faa^  trfe  of.  He  therefore  hoped? 
thcianddf  ^n^nrjcn  and  theHoofc  in  general,  wou)d4nake 
a  firm  (land  :^inft  It ;  for  his' part,  he  would  oppofe  it  6s  a 
datigtfolH  tMo^y,'iarid  as  a  mifcbievous  fpeculation. .:; 
"  Mt. H&M'f'TBtrHion  faid,  that  though  on  moft  occafions  he 
admirecf  tfYe^iinaRCtal  knowledge  of  the  worthy  Baronet,  yet, 
on  the  pfeM»t;  he  W^  very  far  fro^i  approving  his  ideas.  He 
cottld  Tidl  V Attreibre^'  agree  with  hith,  that  the  prefent  pJnn 
Would'AiM^IUf'^c^d  oltjeftfi'v;  he  was  fatisfied,  on  the  con- 
trary^ 4fatviP^*4^1d  reduce  a  quatitity  of  ftock,  ^nd  thereby 
be  ^codfifiit^c^'Jfif^eli^ttel  fervite.  As  to  the  invidious  dif* 
litifiioti''«rkki|'^'i  WM  fupp6M  k  would '  draw  between  the. 
landed  :dn4  ihtfi  atOftM-  SixHttdr  there  was  furely  no  room  for 
foch'a.Ai4)^fition  ^affd'i»u<h^td  he  wt(h,  that  no  hint  ew^n 
ihosid  be^rappttf'^f)  iini^:f«chidlli^n<^ian,pr  contradiction  of 
ibbiEft?,  AriltPwasnanly  (by\<anooniial  union  of  the  landed  and 
nite«dirtteMlyiha£^t&eir%otarihh8|Bpm^rs  coukl  be  fecared» 
on(tbat^thrir  acnamfaii  oaaqxpfitXMMhp^  faved.  He.  vas^  m* 
deed,  .ab'^etDy  fio'alK'ijiequaliiyviiislbe  Land  Tax,  .and'.waa 
nrm^y^^vo^M  might  Info&icebbiig  like  equalizffd^I  'Noc 
woaMJbe  Ageibtty  f&big  cU  dhur'fpBaesof.piopersiyiiebJe.to 
a:prQnDi!l4fin9t^!idx^  tordrcD^id  ibdi a  inea&i'fc  be.JdvHc9d>  it 
(ho&Si»trhisA:br(Ual  qancusreBoo:?.  -.'!'    :      ■     -    i:    ^ 

SifffiUiffB  4j«tfr3D^d4'vtbal>hetfaad«bje(9iQns  :td*  the  prkr 
ciplejof  ibi  emlfufeicjrc^hejivould  kiot/  iditimattoljivflt^e&^to'itfl.' 
>f  iM^iNtnlciiifcbit  tcn^fii'tef^nthsftbteiibe  coniubryifiaa^  tQei^n*. 
▼Nie? Obf^eof n^i  (tttI«Q^/ieiQii}aulU?(li»ritl  rm^xbattflyiUe.'ftids  /of 
owrjEe$i^iri9tKv/  Tc^  fiS^sio  im  idni  U  In,-:  :!  '   .^z^'tib  ^^v-c  "./; 

J^^i^ifhn-  (5»/crW*tqJ>ftf3vA;:  tM  thcio«wy  hd6abls^ 
th?t  tg^  ithiQwq  :routt  fefpi^iig)tb4,''«^iiiityl}«(ofliorpI»6i^ 
wcre^i^iiltewftWftSy  a rfoffilsl©rttfi«*afdoofc)r)renl»rinjg/oi0w 
"V5dj?^5fiin|»H(hfli.4ifcuffipn-:9^'>ifS/  inerit$  or , dcmeritf : >ije 
'^fi5*^5ref^fi*^»^^  w^^^blHt&rti^itr  oppofr^feit  to  rtq 
Speakcr>:ftayip|>be;4Cbair*  -M^J^^^  nol  a.JittU  forp^ife*  at 
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Fienring  a  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  William  Pultcncy)  treat  thtf 
prefent  plan  as  an  hafty  fpeculation,  introduced  to  the  Hbufe 
without  any  mature  confidcration.  It  was  wcil  known  that 
the  meafure  had  undergone  a  very  minute  examination,  aind 
that  it  had  been  meditated  on^for  a  very  great  length  of  time, 
at  fit  ft  however,  he  muft  own,  that  he  was  rather  averfe  from 
adopting  it,  becaufe  he  imagmcd  he  had  difcovered  ohj^6tions 
to  it  that  were,  in  his  mind,  infurniountable  ♦,  but  from  fevc- 
ral  difcuflions  on  the  fubjeft  with  his  right  honourable  Friend, 
he  was  now  become  ^  pcrfeft  convert  to  it,  nor  would  die 
worthy  R;3ronet  be  fo  urgent  in  his  difapprohation  of  the 
meafurc  under  difcoflion,  were  it  not  that  it  difagreed  with 
fomc  favourite  ideas,  and  darling  plan  of  his,  which  he  felt 
indignant  at,  not  having  mej  with  the  countcriancc  of  his  tight 
honourable  Friend,  and  the  approbation  of  the  Houfc.  The 
ohfervations  made  by  a  noble  Lord  (Sheffield)  rcfpcfting  the 
Crown  Lands,  and  the  epithets  of  fi)eculation  and  jobs  which 
he  fo  liberally  beftowed  on  'the  manner  in  which  they  were 
rcgulnted,  were  as  groundlefs  and  as  ill-merited  as  the  animad-' 
verfions  of  the  worthy  Baronet :  and,  moft  afiuredly,  the  no- 
ble Lord  would  not  have  made  ufe  of  them,  had  he  attended 
to  the  condu<a  and  charafter  of  thofe  v^ho  now  had  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  thofe  lands. 

Sir  fi'iUiom  Pultney  obferved,  that  the  learned  Gentleman 
muft  have  formed  his  judgment  of  his  conduft,  from  the  mo- 
tives which  aSuated  his  own,  when  he  fuppofcd  that  the  op- 
pofition  which  he  now  gave  to  the  plan  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  arofc  from  his  fondncfs  for  favourite  ideas  and 
fchcmesof  his  own,  and  which  that  right  honourable  Gentlc- 
rtian  had  not  been  pleafed  to  approve.  No  fuch  mean  motives 
had  evtr  aftued  his  parliamentary  condu6\  ;  and  whether  he 
fupported  the  Minifter,  which  he  had  frequently  done,  or 
whether  he  oppofed  his  meafures,  he  had  in  either  cafe  adled 
according  to  the  didtates  of  an  unbiafled  judgment,  and  in  this 
opinion  of  him,  he  trufted  the  Houfc  would  concur.  But,  as 
to  the  learned  Gentleman,  the  motives  of  hisaccjuiefcence  in  the 
meafures  of  the  Minifter,  he  himfelf  had  explained.  He  at 
firft  felt  fomc  objeftions  to  the  prefcnt  plan  ;  but,  on  difcuf- 
fing  it  with  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  his  objcSions, 
he  fays,  were  done  away,  he  now  gives' it  his  lupport,  ftruck^ 
no  doubt,  and  overwhelmed  by  the  great  talents  and  perfua- 
Cve  mode  of  reafoning,  which  the  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man is  fo  well  qualified  to  exert. 

'  The  Sol/citct  General  faid,  that  this  unmerited  attack  from 

the 
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the  honoarable  Baronet  pfocceded  from  a  perfonal  refenttnerit 
againft  hlnx  He,  however,  could  boldly  fay,  that  he  poffcf-? 
(ci  a  mind  as  independent , as  that  of  the  worthy  Baronet, 
aad  that  be  was  hy  no  means  in  tlie  habit  pf  yielding  implicit 
obedience  to  the  will. or  judgment  of  his  right  honourable  * 
Friend.  His  right  honourable  Friend,  qn  the  contrary,  would  • 
do  him  the  juftice  to  (ay,  that  he  had  frequently  canvafled 
and  difapproved  his  conduct  with  the  candour  and  frankncfs 
of  frienddiip  ;  and  that  when  he  knew  him  in  better  days,  had 
he  followed  his  advice,  his  right  honourable  Friend  would 
not  be  now  in  the  (late  of  painful  pre-eminence  in  which  he 
flood.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge  the  fuperior  talents  of 
the  right. honourable  Gentleman;  but  had  never  bowed  to  them 
lEvithtbat  fcrvility  which  the  worthy  the  Baronet  fepmcd  dif- 
poied  to  accufe  him  of. 

Sir  fFitliam  Pulteney  difavowed  any  intention  of  giving  of- 
fenfive  language  to  the  learned  Gentlemen,  and  iniifted  that 
his  public  conduA  was  never  fwayed  by  perfona)  refentmentt 
or  any  fuch  petty  motive. 

The  Speaker  then  took,  oxafion  to  obferve,  that  warmth 
of  exprefi&on  frequently  arofe  from  repeated  explanations.  The 
Hoofc,  he  truftcd,  would  therefore  agree  with  him  in  the  ne- 
neffi^  thee  was  of  enforcing .  its  Rule,  and  not  permitting 
any  Gentleman  to  fpeak  more  than  twice,  without  keeping 
him  ftri&ly  to  the  line  of  explanation. . 

Mr.  Simeon  contended,  that  the  objection  to  the  prefent  plan 
of  its  being  unconftitutioaal,  was  altogether  unfounded.  The 
land  tax,  that  was  hitherto  voted  annually,  was  npt,  by  this 
plan,  converted  into  a  perpetual  tax,  but  it  was  wholly  anni- 
hilated. Thofe  who  urged  this  obje^E^ion,  had  fplit  one  pro- 
polition  into  two ;  for,  if  they  had  attended  to  it,  they  would 
have  found,  that  though  the  fird  elaufe  makes  the  UX  perp&!* 
taal,  yet  the  fecond  declares,  that  it  is  made,  2(c.  merely  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  fold. 

Mr.  NicMIs  faid,  he  could  never  agree  to  the  principle  of  the 
meafure,  becaufe  it  was  flagrantly  unjuft.  He  muft  therefore 
oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Dcni  faid,  that  he  con(idered  this  as.a.n^eafureof  great 
imporunce.  He  thought  that  the  Committee  was  the  beft  ftage 
fofks  difciiflion  ;  and  therefore  he  (bould  vote  for  the  Speak- 
er leaving  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ^4i/2ar^/  contended  againd  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
wliich,  in  this  cafe  was  intended  to  he  brou^t  in  by^the  Chan- 
4pdIor  of  th^  Exchequer^    He  contended  (hat  the  landed  inr 
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tereft  fliouM  not  be  foM  for  the  advaotage  of  the  moniedlniBr- 
eft.  If  thh  meiffire  raifed  the  fuodS)  it  would  rabft  cectualy 
lower  the  price  of  knd.  He  (hould  not  wonder  if  the  rerj 
firfl  operation  of  this  Bill  were  to  diminiih  the  price  ttf  land 
hxiT  or  five  years  purchafe.  According  to  the  found  principies 
of  Brttifii  jurifprodence,  no  one  fpecies  of  property  ought  to  be 
fiicrificed  for  the  benefit  of  another.  The  Houfe  ought  to 
look  with  the  greateft  jealoufy  to  every  branch  of  the  paUic 
Mpendifure,  and  heperfedly  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
ShdfieM),  who  thought  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

3uf  r  ought  to  difpofe  of  the  public  property  before  he  touched 
lat  of  individuals.  If  the  Houfe  looked  to  the  variety  of  re- 
fources  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  derive  from 
that  quarter,  they  would  be  fatisfied  thofe  refources  would 
produce  as  much  at  lead  as  the  prefent  meafure.  If  the  Crown 
Lands  were  difpofed  of,  this  eScA  would  follow,  that  a  cer< 
tain  ponion  of  the  taxes,  which  at  prefent  were  fo  feverely 
felt  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  might  be  taken 
off.  But  no  taxes  would  be  taken  off  by  this  meafure :  one 
fbecies  of  property  only  would  be  benefited,  and  aiK>tber  bur- 
Incned.  The  emSi  of  this  meafure  would  be  another  Land 
•Tax,  and  then  the  Minifter  might  fay,  the  neceffities  of  the 
State  required  that  this  new  Land  Tax  of  one  or  two  fhillings 
in  the  pound,  fhould  alfo  be  fold  ;  that  this  meafure'was  ne- 
ceffary  ftill  further  to  raife  the  Stocks.  And  then  a  third  Land 
Tax  might  be  impoled*  He  knew  nothing  to  prevent  the 
meafure  from  being  carried  to  that  extent  if  the  principle  were 
once  admitted.  The  good  old  orthodox  doSrine  of  that  Houfe 
was,  Look  to  the  beginning  of  things,  and  make  your  ftand 
in  limine.  Lode,  likewife,  to  tlie  probable  confequenoes  of 
roeafures.  The  motto  of  the  landed  intereft  of  Britain  in  this 
cafe  (hould  be  oh^a  priutipiis.  If  a  door  was  once  opened,  it 
was  impoffible  to  fay  what  the  Confequences  might  be.  He 
conceived  the  price  that  was  to  be  paid,  arid  paid  by  the  mo- 
nied  intcreft,  was  much  too  low.  Ahd  when  a  thing  was  fold 
at  an  under  price,  it  always  bore  a  fufpicious  charader. 

Mr.  Baftard,  entering  into  the  different  refolutions,  to  fliew 
that  the  Speaker  oo^t  not  to  leave  the  Chair ; 

The  ChimctUor  9/  the  Exchcqutr  interrupted  him,  and  obferved 
that  it  was  not  very  candid  or  proper  in  the  honourable  Gen* 
tleman  to  declare  that  he  would  vote  againft  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  Chair  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  explanatioa  on 
the  particulars  of  the  claufes;  and  yet  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber was  entering  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  claulesy  in  order  to 

bring 
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luring  a  general  prejudioe  on  tlie  meafare,  which  be  had.m 
right  to  m  (ill  they  went  into  a  committee. 

The.  Speaker  faid,  that  it  was  not  regular,  in  this  ftage  of 
the  proceeding,  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  refolutions,  be- 
csnfe  they  were  not  printed  by  the  authority  of  the  Hoofe. 
All  that  was  regular  to  be  difci^d,  at  prefent,  wsmb  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  meafure.  The  Reiblations  coold  not  be  detailed 
in  the  committee.   . 

Baflard  then  concluded  with  giving  his  oppofition  to  a  mea- 
fttTe^  which  he  thought  would  operate  as  a  facriftce  of  the 
landed  intereft. 

Tbe  queftion  was  here  loudly  called  fbr« 

Mr,  iVJberfsrce  exprefied  his  regret  at  troubling  the  Houie 
at  that  hour,  on  a  fubjedl  which,  in  feiwral  material  points  of 
view,,  appeared  to  have  been  thoroughly  difcufled.  -How- 
ever, fome  part  of  what  had  efcaped  an  honourable  Gentk- 
nan  who  had  lately  fpoken,  rendered  a  few  words  necvsifarv. 
After  difplaying  fome  humour,  a  mode  of  reafoning  which 
that  Gentleman  had  adopted,  he  deprecated  the  difcuifion  of 
the  principle  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  prefent,  and  in  tbe  ftate  in 
which  it  then  (lood,previous  to  its  being  matured  in  a  con^mittee 
of  the  whole  Houfe.  At  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  re- 
marking, that  ibme  Oentlenien,  notwitbftanding  their  pro- 
feflions  of  difcuffing  the  principle,  had  in  hGk  debated  the 
meafure  c1au(e  by  dause.  This  blended  confideration  of  prin- 
ciple and  detail  floating  in  one  honourable  Gentleman's  mind 
during  the  whole  of  hiafpeech,  naturally  had  obfcured  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  prevented  him  from  feeing  diftin£lly  eitlier 
the  principle  or  detail  of  the  meafure  in  fccparate  views,  as  they 
iiecefiarily  ihould  be.  To  recur  to  the  main  point — he 
wouU  contend,  that  whatever  went  to  invigorate  Public  Cre- 
^t  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  National  Affairs,  tended  to 
give  additional  fecurity  to  every  defcrtption  of  property.  In 
the  county  which  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefeot,  there  re- 
fided  a  mimber  of  individuals  of  great  monied  as  well  as  land- 
ed properties ;  thefe  he  knew  coincided  in  the  fentiment,  that 
the  two  kinds  of  property  refted  on  the  f^me  foundation ; 
they  were  aware  of  their  reciprocal  conned\ion  and  dependence, 
and  they  were  mutually  willing  to  afiift  each  other.  He 
was  conviiiced,  that  if,  by  any  means,  he  could  invigorate 
public  credit,  he  would  moft  fubftantially  ferve  tlie  intereft  of 
thecobntry,  and  conduce  to  the  folid  advantage  of  the  whole. 
Of  particular  details  of  thie  meafure,  he  as  well  asoth^rGen- 
tfefloen,  might  ei>tertain  doubts  ;  and  tbebeft  and  moft  regu- 
•  lar 
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)ar  way  to  folve  br  to  remove  thefe  was,  by  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  propoiitions  :  for^his  part,  he  was  mod  defirous 
toaffift  in  meliorating  tlveto  in  that  (iage  of  the  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Bajlard  {poke  \n  exfrfanation.  He  alluded  to  the  ef- 
forts at  humour  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  lafty  in.  defcibtng  his  mode  of  handHng  the  fubjed.  Af- 
ter which  he  infifted  upon  the  truth  of  fome  of  his  former  po- 
iitions..The  prefent  meafure  was,  he  faid»  clearly  preparatory  to 
making  the  Land  Tak  permanent.  It  could  not  be  the  pre- 
fent Land  Tax  that  would  be  fold,  for  that  was  only  tempo- 
rary ;  it  mud  of  neceflity  be  a  permanent  tax.  As  to  the 
argument  ufed  in  favour  of  the  meafuns,  of  the  tax  being  fold 
at  a  low  price»  he  afierted  that  it  was  an  obje&ion  to  it ;  as 
every  thing  ofiered  below  the  proper  price  bore  a  furpicioiss 
chara6ter.  It  was  a  matter  of  indifference  with  him.  who 
were  in  power  or  who  were  not ;  he  would  fupport  ,a  good 
meafure  and  oppofe  ^  bad  one,  without  any  reference  to  die 
party  in  power.  He  was  totally  nnconne£ted  with  any,  and 
the  rule  he  had  laid  down  entirely  governed  his  parliamentary 
condu3. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called  for, 

The  Houfe  divided. 

Jyes  (for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair)     105 
Nofs  -  -  -  .  ij 

Majority         92 
The  Houfe,  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ohitrvt Ay  that  he  had  des 
fired  that  the  Refolutions  on^  which  he  meant  to  ground  tlic 
Bill,  might  be  printed  for  the  purpofe.of  difcuffmg  them  with 
more  convenience  in  the  commi^ee  ;  and  Gentlemen,  with 
thefe  Refolutions  in  their  hands,  had  thought  proper  to  exert 
all  their  ingenuity  at  great  length  in  cenfuritig  the  Refulu* 
tions,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  prejudice  againft  them, 
while  he  hfrnfclf,  in  confequence  of  having  made  a  motion  and 
a  ibort  fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  the  bufmefs,  was  precluded 
from  faying  one  word  in  reply  to  the  different  objedions  thsic 
had  been  urged  againft  the  meafure.  He  had  no  idea  that 
any  Gentleman  meant  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
Chair,  and  thought  they  had  rcferved  all  their  oppofition  for 
the  opmmittee.  As  none  of  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  how« 
ever,  who  had  delivered  their  fentiments  that  night  againfi: 
bis  intended  Bill>  had  made  the  Houfe  accurately  acquainted 

•      with 
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with  any  of  the  Refolutions,  and  as  it  was  his  mc^  anxious  de« 
lire,  that  a  meafure  of  that  great  importance  fiiould  he  moUt 
fully  and  deliberately  difcufled  in  detail,  and  as  he  was  confi* 
dent  that  he  could  ihew  that  mod  of  the  obje6^ions  that  had 
been  dated  were  founded  in  miffeprefentatiun  or  utter  igno- 
rance and  mifunderdanding  of  the  fubjed  and  of  the  refblu-^ 
tions,  he  was  await,  however,  that  he  could  hardly  hope  to 
folicit,  at  that  late  hour,  the  attention  of  Gentlemen  to  all 
thtf  points  which  muft  ncceflarilv  be  difcufled  ;  and  as  he  per- 
ceived his  great  opponent  (Sir  Willian  Pulteney)  had  left  the 
Hou(4e>  he  (hould  poilpone  the  farther  cenfideration  of  thcfe 
refolutions  till  to-morrow  :  he  therefore  had  no  objeftion  that 
the  Chairman  (hould  report  progrefs,  and  go  a(;am  into  the 
committee  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  to  difcufs  the  fubjefil:, 
when  Gentlemen  were  awake.  He  hoped  no  Member  would 
oppofe  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair  the  next  dav,  but  would 
go  into  the  committee,  where  the  meafure  would  be  fairly  dif- 
cufled, and  where  he  moft  earneftly  folicited  Gentlenien 
to  flatc  every  objcftion  they  could  conceive  againd  the  niea- 
fore  ;  but  it  was  of  thst  public  impoitance,  that  he  hoped 
Gentlemen  would  not  come  to  thedifcuflion  with  prejudiced 
minds,  to  raife  objeflions  on  merely  nominal  grouuils,  with- 
out having  the  whole  queftion  fully  and  fairly  before  them. 
He  believed  that  many  ofthofe  Gentlemen  who  had  made 
their  obje6lions  that  ni^ht,  would  repent  if  they  had  been  fuc- 
cefsful  in  in(^illing  into  others  their  erroneous  views  of  the 
fubje(S,  after  they  fhould  hear  the  meafure  fully  explained  ta 
rhem.  He  (hould  therefore  move,  that  the  Chairman  report 
progrefs  ;  and  (hould  folicit  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
that  fubjefiat  an  early  hour  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  Jpril  5. 

Their  Lordfhips  gave  judgment  in  a  caufe,  Wallis  and 
Troward  ver/us  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  George  Tiei-ncy, 
Efq. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Chancery— It  was 
a  demurrer  to  a  Bill  filed  by  the  Appellants  againft  the  Re- 
fpoiidents  calling  upon  them  to  date,  whether  the  Duke  of 
Portland  had  not  authoiifed  Mr.  Tierncy  to  cmpldy  the  ap- 
pellants to  prefent  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againft 
the  return  of  Sir  George  Jackfon,  for  Cokhefter,  and  whe- 
ther 
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ther  his  Grace  had  not  prDmifcd  to  pay  the  expences.  Ava^ 
liety  of  argument  were  urged  in  fupport  of  the  dcawrrer^ 
and»  on  the  ytfa  of  Auguft,  the  Lord  Chancellor  allowed  the 
demurrer. 

Mr.  Fonblanque  and  Mr^  M'lntolh  fpokevery  ably  ki 
Ajpport  of  the  Appeal. 

Lord  Kenyon  was  of  opimon»  that  the  judgment  of  tlie 
Lord  Chancellor  ought  to  be  affirmed.  The  judgmeat  was 
accordingly  affirmed  with  200I.  coils. 

The  royal  aflent  was  given  by  eomraiffion  to  the  National 
Defence  bill,  and  a  variety  of  public  and  private  biU8.<^Ad^ 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  Aftil^. 

The  Spevker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  been  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  Royal  Aitent  was  given  by  com- 
miffion.to  the  Bill  for  continuing  to  May  next,  the  laft  Aft 
fbr  duties  on  Scots  Diililleries,  and  to  the  Bill  for  the  fecu** 
rity  and  defence  of  the  country  ;  and  alfo  to  feverai  private 
Bills. 

Mr.  Tterney  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  account  of  the  total  amount  cf  the  taxes  for  the  laftyear. 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  charges  on  the  Confolidated  Fund» 
Ice  for  the  fame  year. 

Alfo  an  accoOnt  of  the  Exchequer  Bills  outftanding  on  the 
fifth  of  April,  1798,  which  were  ordered. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  report 
of  the  finance  committee  was  of  great  public  importance,  in- 
asmuch as  it  caft  a  light  upon  the  fituation  of  the  country, 
and  the  ftate  of  its  finance.  It  was  neceflfary  that  other  do- 
cuments, befides  thofe  moved  for  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  fliould  be  con- 
fidercd ;  and  therefore  he  moved,  *•  That  it  be  an  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  committee  on  finance,  that  they  have  power  to 
ftate  the  total  an^ount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  intereft  and 
charges  on  it,  a$  it  ftood  on  tne  5th  of  April,  1797  ;  and  to 
ftate  the  amount  of  the  public  pcvcnne'*^  the  fame  time,  diC- 
tinguiflling  the  grbfs  receipt  of  each  branch ;  and  the  duirges 
df  management,  as  well  zt  the  net  produce,  &c. 

Alfo  to  ftate  an  account  of  the  public  funds  as  it  ftood  on  the 
5rh  of  April,  1797  T  &^-    • 

Alfo 
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Alfo  to  (late  an  account  of  the  fums  applied  to  the  redtic-^ 
tion  of  tt)e  national  debt,  &c. — Ordered. 

Colonel  Porter  mo^tt^  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  account  of  the  Voluntary  Subfcriptions  entered  at  the 
Bank  of  England)  diftinguifhing  how  much  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  payinent  of  Aflefled  Taxes,  and  how  much  to  Volun- 
tary Contribution. 

The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,-  he  had  no  objedion 
to  this  motion,  as  far  as  regarded  its  general  effcA  ;  but  he 
did  not  fee  it  complied  with  in  its  prefent  form.  Money  had 
been  paid  in  at  the  bank,  by  numerous  and  vaious  ranks  and 
defcriptions  of  perfons ;  but  that  money  was,  in  many  in* 
Ranees,  partly  by  way  of  Voluntary  Subfcri[Aion,  to  fupport 
the  exigency  of  the  ftate,  and  partly  to  cover  the  payment  of 
the  Affefled  Taxes ;  they  were  not  diftinguiflicd  from  each 
other,  nor  could  they  be  fo»  becaufe  the  afleflment  could  not 
be  made  at  the  time  the  money  was  paid  in.  It  was,  there- 
fore, impoflible  to  ftate  exadly  how  much  was  paid  for  the 
one,  and  how  much  for  the  other  .  loool.  for  inftance  was 
paid  in  by  an  individual,  and  yool.  of  which  was  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  aflefled  taxes,  and  3001.  as  a  voluntary 
contribution ;  and  vice  verfa^  how  much  was  paid  for  both 
purpofes  CQuld  be  fiated ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  ftate  what 
was  fpecifically  applicable  to  each. 

Colonel  Porter  obfervcd,  that  there  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  much  difliculty  about  the  matter;  for  the  moft  material 
parts  of  this  had  already  appeared  in  newfpapers. 

Mr.  Tierney  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  the  fums  for  the  payment  of  Aflefled  Taxes,  and  thofc 
for  voluntary  contributions  could  not  be  diftinguiflied ;  but  as 
It  was  faid  that  the  voluntary  contributions  were  greatly  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  aflefled  taxes,  he  wiflied'to  fee  a  cor- 
TC&  lift  of  thein. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  an  account  of 
fubfcriptions  at  the  bank,  diftinguifliing  the  heads  under 
ivhich  they  were  paid  in,  could  be  produced,  but  nothing  fur- 
ther. 

The  motion  was  then  altered  into  an  account  of  the  fub- 
fcriptions  at  the  bank,  diftinguifliing  the  heads  under  which 
they  were  paid  in,  the  amount  of  the  money,  and  the  names 
of  the  perfons  paying  them. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  think  it  of 
any  confequcnce  to  have  the  names  of  the  perfons  fubfcribing. 
H^  was  happy  to  fay  that  they  were  numerous  and  refpe^l- 

VoL.  II.  1798.  Sf  able; 
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able  ;  but  he  could  hardly  think  that  Gentlemen^,  on  tbe 
.fame  b^nch  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  made  this 
motion,  would  agree  with  him  in  that  part  of  the  motion 
which  called  for  the  nanaes  of  the  fubfcribers ;  for  l*e  re- 
membered, when  a  meafure  was  before  the  Houfe  for  arm- 
ing the  country  for  its  defence,  the  principle  of  which  met 
^unaninious  concurrence,  ihefe  Gen:leinen  oppofed  the  idea 
.<rf'publiftiing"ihe  names  of  thofe  who  thould  offer  their  fcr- 
YiceSy  upon  the  principle  that  it  tended  to  create  an  invidious 
diftinilion  in  the  country,  between  tliofc  who  were  eager  to 
come  forward,  and  thofe  who  might  decline  it.  If  there  was 
a  delicacy  upon  that  fubje£l,  there  was  a  delicacy  alfo  upon 
this.  Indeed  he  fell  more  reafon  for  oppofmg  this  publica- . 
lion  of  names,  than  that  of  the  other;  becaufe  that  was  a 
.meafure  calling  for  *the  adive^  perfonal  exertions  of  all 
clafles  of  the:people,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  agaihd  the  ene- 
my ;  in  which,  indeed,  the  zeal  of  the  people  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  out-nm  the  call  of  the  Legtflature ;  but  to  the  ex* 
ertions  of  every  individual,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  apprehended 
His  Majelly  had  a  claim,  and  which  he  would  command ; 
and  yet  the  Houfe,  out  of  delicacy,  declined  piiblifhit^  the 
Dames  of  thofe  who  fliould  oficr  their  fervices  in  the  firit  in- 
ilance,  in  order  to  avoid  the  poffibility  of  an  invidious  diffinc- 
tion.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  fame  delicacy  fliould, 
at  lead,  be  obferved  in  this  cafe.  If  there  were  any  mem- 
bers in  that  Houfe  who  had  not  yet  fubfcribed,  the  publish- 
ing the  names  of  thofe  who  had  fubfcribed,  might  operate  ss 
a  reproach  upon  thofe  who  had  not;  he  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  non-fubfcribers  in  that  Houfe,  if  there  were  any, 
would  take  the  advantage  of  the  interval  of  the  holidays  to 
fend  in  their  contribution?. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers  was  not 
in  the  firft  motion  upon  this  fubjc£t,  nor  had  he  the  leaft  wilb 
to  know  the  names.  He  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  queliion  of  delicacy.  But  this  was  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  bank  ;  in  this  cafe,  it  wasperfeflly  notorious 
that  they  fiad  fubfcribed  ioo,cool.  He  wilhed  to  fee  that 
fa<5l  authentically  bid  before  the  Houfe.  As  to  members  of 
rarliament  fubfcriblng.  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  h?  was 
to  judge  for  himfelf ;  he'might  be  of  opinion,  that  the  a<ref- 
^  fed  taxes  were  enough  for  him  to  bear.  He  rauft,  however^ 
again  obferve,  that  the  faft  of  the  fubfcription  of  the  bank 
ought  fo  be  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  for  he  believed  no  Uwyer 
had  yet  declared,  that  the  mantier  in  which  that  fubfcription 

wa 
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w^  entered  into,  was  juftifiabl?  by  law.  The  indlviduak 
who  tool^the  fcad  in  that  bufinefs,  had  a  right  to  fiibfcrike 
what  they  plcafed  for  themfclves ;  but  he  ,iM  not  like  to  fee 
that  fprt  of  fubfcription  which  coft  the  party  voting  it,  per- 
h^ps,  nothing. 

The  QhanccUqr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  USl  of  the 
bank  having  fubfcriSed  2Qo,coo1.  was  perfc<Elly  notorious ; 
and  therefoj^e  there  wjs  no  neceffity  for  laying  an  acc'ount  of 
it  before  the  Houfe,  But,  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  . 
thought  there  was  any  law'which  made  that  criminal,  or 
made  it  criminal  io  the  Hpnfc  to  apply  the  money  fo  voted 
for  the  exigency  of  the  ftatc,  he  yvould  debate  that  (jueAioa 
with  the  honourably  Gentleman  any  day  he  pleafed. 

The  Speahr  faid  that,  if  ?his  matter  was  to  be  difcufled,  it 
inuft  be  by  a  feparate  motion. 

Colonel  jP^r/rr  agreed  tp  le^ve  out  the  part  which  califid 
fox  the  names  of  the  fubfcrlbers. 

Mr.  Hobboufe  faid,  he  jtbought  that  all  thcfe  fubfcriptimps 
tended  only  to  keep  minlfters  jn  ijieir  places ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  would  not  fubfcribjp,  b^caufe  he  did  not  think  that 
he  (hould  ferve  his  country  by  fo  doing  ;  but  there  was  no 
exertion,  either  by  his  purfe  or  his  pcrfon,  that  he  was  not 
willing  io  make  to  keep  the  enemy  away. 

After  a  few  words  from  thp  ChanceRor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  m9Cion,  leaving  out  the  part  with  refpeft  to  names,  wa» 
put  ind  carric^. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  commitment  of  the  Alien  Bill 
was  poftponed  to  Monday  fc'cnnight,  qn  ijie  mot4on  of  thp 
Solicitor  General. 

LAND    TAX, 

The  0i0n^eU9r ^thf  BxJjeqMer  the.n  moved  the  order  of  the 
Afij  on  t^ie  Land  Tax,  .arid  tb.e  Hpufe  refblvcd  iifelf  into  a 
foiTM^tee.of  tjbic  whole  Ho.ufe  upon  the  RefoIuticnS. 

'^l[))fi  Phqnf^Uor (if  the  Eftfh^qii^r  declined  entering  into  any 
^pneral  detaij  plf  the  RejTolutions  which  he  had  to  move  before- 
•ft^^ratnmit^e,  ))cca.ufe  ^l>e  (ubje<S  had  already  been  a  good 
ikal;4^*^^^  i  but  principally  becaufe  ;ijaoiher  day  would  be 
^^^\x\Xt^i^i  the  diicullipn ;  he  faid,  lie  (^ouidpropofe  Mprir 
il^  ifc'/^nniglj^t  f cy:  the  further  confideration  of  the  matter. 

m^.  A'i^a//,  renewed  his  objeftions  to  this  meafure. 

Afr.  &uS^}f^U^%  he  was  X^USifi.ed  that  thiij  meafure  would 
^ppt Joave  4he  deifir^d  cfFed,  /lamely  that  of . relieving  the  funds* 
Xhc  ^ht  boficmrable  Qi(;ntlemau  had  f;a4^  he  would  fatisfy 

"pi  %'  every 
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cdont  of  thfi  fiil»  of  money  fubfcriM  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
waikar  tbe.pfo^»iCion  of  tlit  A&  of  tlic  laft  ^eifeoii  of  Parliament, 
intitufed,  *•  Ai\  A&  for  grantiog  to  his  Majcfty  an  aid  for  the 
pc9(i?c«fk>«  of  llie  war^  kcJ*  Ordered  to  be  laid  on  ib^ 
lable. 

SHIPOWNERS  BILU 

.  Two  petition^  were  prefcntcd  againft  the  .Ship-omicn  Bill 
•—Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Alderman  Lnpungtsn  niovcd  the  order  of  the  4ay,  ^hich 
iFd»..for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Ship  pwners  Bi!!. 
The  Older  being  read, 
,  Mr.  Alderman  Xij/^/«^/o»  obferve J,  that  being  the  original 
If  opofer  of  the  prefent  Biil»  he  then  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
lUti;  tlie  grounds  on  which  he  had  brought  it  forward.      Bot 
ftefixe  entering  into  the  circumftances  of  the  eafe  of  thoCc  per- 
^n$  whom  it  was  the  obje£t  of  the  meafure  to  reltcve,   he 
tfiPQvht  it  necef&ry  to  reonaik,  that  the  fubjeft  was  one  whicli 
Had  become  not  only  highly  important  to  individoalSf  bat  ilfo 
i»the  general  intereftj  of  the  country.     When  he  ftated  it  id 
Ik  thus  interefiingv  he  was  in  tk>  (ear  of  being  contradi^d 
when  he  aflerted,  that  that  muA  be  a  benefit  or  loft  to  tfae 
country  which  wa&a  benefit  or  lo6  to  coinmerce,     WhateTor 
Aimukted  the  genius  and  increafed  the  indafhy  t>f  the  ceyn<« 
try  would,  in  its  eSt&Sy  benefit  generally  e\rery  ciafe  and  de* 
Ibription  df  men ;  and  no  pec^Ie  had  ever  tyceti   more  difRn- 
frniibed  for  their  patronage|and  protedion  of  ArtsandComniefCt, 
3>an  the  Englifh.    ft  ^ouMte  ftit  that  this  fpirk  coold  not 
Vt  KBorc  laudably  called  forth  than  in  behalf  of  men  #ho  vers 
always  ufefully  engaged  in  prtymoting  andfaciSttittng  #ic  com- 
mercial relations  and  intercourfe  of  the  cotrntry  with  cdiev 
l!ates.    And,  while  the  Legifiattrre  txrcvpied  icfelif  in  fiiexrtfn* 
^deration  of  meafures  and  the  adoption  of  plans  for  muimipt]^ 
.>ng  the  means  of  inland  navigation,  and  improvements  of  the 
tun>pikes»  he  did  hope  (b  v^^loiable  a  claTsc^  fkien  as  the  fhij^ 
owners  would  not  be  denied  relief.     The  Bill  it(elf  was  found- 
ed on  principles  of  fubftafntialjuftice,  ami  if  there  exifted  any 
^Atui^'of  9pprehQn£oa  of  trnpFoperufe  bcii^-madeof  the iniluU 
)^ce  oFthat  Houfe,  it  was  to  b«  found  on  the  other  <fidc  (al* 
ludine  to  the  petitions  againft  the  BillJ,  not  among  the  Shi|>«. 
tfWpcTs.    in  fatft,  'the  c£}e£t  of  the  ^^^owners  merely  was« 
<«>  'mduee  the  iegifl&fiuix  to.pafs  a  law  which  ihould  dctermii)^ 
withprecifion  tb:  d^ree  of  refpoitiibility  wiuohx^ught  to  fub« 
fift  between  the  frejghters  and  owners  of  /bips.    It  was  in  every 
fcntlemau^s  recoUeoioq^  that  the  decilion  of  the  Court  of 
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King's  Bench,  in  tlte  cafe  of  Smilh  againft  ShephanI,  lii^ 
placed  the  Ship-owners  in  a  fituation  altogether  new,  Eubjeft 
*to  a  reTponfibility  which)  till  that  qaeftion  was  agitated,  hid 
never  been  dreamt  of,  and  which  in  its  operatioa  and  varied  ef- 
fcfkshad,  fince  then,  inoft  feverely  wounded  oommerce,  aa| 
^ifeouraged  the  enterpdzing  ipirit  of  a  principal  part  (tf  ihofe 
concerned  in  carrying  it  on.  Not  lefs  than  50  or  60  mjiiiqoi 
of  property  had  been  afloat  iince  that  deciiion,  and  the  refpon- 
fihUity  which  had  attached  to  the  Ship-owners,  had  fuhjedel 
ihetii  to  an  tncreafe  of  the  premiums  of  mfurance  to  the  enev-* 
«ious  fum  of  5  or  6  millions,  by  which  they  had  fufiesed  con- 
£derable  injury.  From  thefe,  and  fiom  the  difFerem  other 
circiaHnftancesftated  by  him  in  detail,  Mr.  Lufhington  had  no 
'doubt  but  the  Houfe  would  be  induced  to  agree  to  the  motiaii 
^or  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  ultimately  to  grant  that 
-  relief  to  which  the  Ship-owners  were,  in  his  opinion^  ib  juiUy 
entitled. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
fed ;  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls ^  the  peti- 
tion of  MeflTrs.  Buller  and  Ca  agalnft  the  fiill  was  refernd  id 
the  faid  conMnittce. 

SALE  OP  THE  LAND  TAX. 

Mr.  Hokirt  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  opoa 
^&e  Land  Tax.  * 

The'Rcfolutions  being  read,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  Ibr 
reading  them  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  Harrifon  faid,  it  was  a  matter  of  confiderablefurprifeto 
hMH",  that  the  miniftcr  ftiould  bring  forward,  and  perfift  in,  a  • 
meafuT^,'  the  xnconveniencies  and  hazards  of  which  were  £> 
great  and  certain,  and  the  advantages  fo  fmal!,  remote  and  , 
doubtful.  In  the  prefent  calamitous  fituation  of  the  country, 
he  Ihould  notoppolb  any  meafuie  that  was  likely  to  improve 
our  finances,  although  he  might  fee  many  inconvcniencies  and 
bardfhips  that  would  in  all  probability  attend  it  \  but  this  be 
thought  would  produce  a  great  evil,  without  affording  the 
chance  of  any  good;  and,  theiefore,  .he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  oppoling  it.  If  it  was  intended  as  a  relief  to  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  country,  in  point  of  rcfource,  its  operation  mud  be 
very  flow  indeed,  and  the  beneficial  cffefls  upon  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  very  ^trifling,  if  any  thing 
at  all.  It  would  take  five  years,  according  to  the  ftatement  of 
the  m'mifler,  to  bring  the  plan  to  maturity  ;  and  if  it  fuccced- 
cd  to  its  full  extent,  it  would  produce  40O;OOol,  a  year  to  the 

public ; 
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pabIicsTdo4::.di9^.t»^.:Tcrj..miich  doubted)  ;90<I  be  th9i|gbt 
^riwtith^i9iiii^cr.aiig^  find-a  better  way  of  r/flfpymg  A5  gppn- 
.  ■  txjfMhc]iookcd  at  l&c  vjrbus  branches  ioj^iN^jdi  ^jDjr^ta^ 
'/  Xo  o^icHrWafte  of  tfay&  pa^liciD  .  Tliejh^a^,,ia^|fych 

'    thcJafj^iowncr  .wqu14  bc,p^4  '^T  ^>^  WfSlw 
;  .jhat^a.^hichdiw  w^     be  gv^  r*ik  sin^Jifisy^,^.  Ifciras 
.  ^^tlfed^TOniqd^  a  melvaopndLKwtfftl^ 

/.!'lbe  woim^rchar&bi&  land  'ta;^  ,  Ih  the.  prei^^r^dHiNVof 
.toingf^  jt^Vsroiild  be  ¥€ry  iifficuU  for  him  to  pse!5Uffes.lJ^..^po- 
..^Qey^.aIxd  if  bf  (ho^Id  ijefolvc^to  pwchafc  tf^  ifl^^rfH^.&PJiid 
Sone  or  two  of  his  iotliUinj^nt^  9nd  wsls  lui^Jtde  to.^^l^^e 
^    dfh'ts  engagement^  KeuWOvM  loTe  the  whole  gfV^ 
. .  liod  a^vaojced.    Bqt,  perhaps,  he  might  Ik,  toI(^,  thai  if  \H^t9p- 
1    ^icd  to!  tbe^  Exchequer^,  be  might  be  fayoujredl;  m. tbii  fy^^ar 
'    .would  depend  upon  the  public  .condu^  by^w^ifb  hc\j^^^(^ 
t   tinguiihed,  and  would  be  matter  of  cour^  favoui[/aod  jninj^e- 
'lial  influence.    That  was  aTituatioa  in  whictpo  mmf^  pi^ht 
to  be  placed.    Thefe  were.terms  to  whi^tvno  931^  ot^t.tdhbe 
fubjeded,.    This  meafare,  iaall  its  .b|i:ai;*^iu5l' reminded  U 
.  of  the  various  plans  brought  forward  b^  tt^l^b^ceUQr.ojf.i^^ 
Exchequer,  ypon  each  oT  wbich^m  jtp  tun^-  *yg?}fpv*cgg^ 
werq.beflowed,  and  yet  a^n umber. qf^h^K.^tfj^oj^ 
cacious ;.  and  many  of  whlcK  were  aftprw^ijs^  a^anjphed,  a^ 

Spther,  with  as  little  concern  at  thcjr  fiiiliK|e^'.i|& itcfc! jmasnuf- 
6m  in  their  commcnccmcht.;  TfHjs  mQaiurjf;  appeicol  to,hjbi 
,  .to.be  likely  to  anfwer  fo  littl^Tgood,  '^h^{!^i■!^^^  Jtot^  k^  ^y 
.public  policy  in  it ;  he  theicfore  pouWnbt|ji3p^4^(JliDg3t^t 
it  was  brought  forward  with  fprpe  fecrct  vAcv/y.^h  ^pp^cjl.t^ 
.  him  to  be  a  plan  to  make  tliV  Iju?^ed  anfwerabliiifoj;^^  fui^^ 
c  intereftofthis.coui.nry\,.'  ffunefto  flve^Qne^'.bj^^^cV^pij^ 
\  froipU>e, other.    TuispUnwMtpraife  t^^^^^ 
,  if  rt4l,ad  '5h;»i  ^fFe£t.  we  nyghi Iiece?&ec  feqtte  ijv^olle  fan4{of 
. .  the  cpuntry/in vol vcd,  and  ^ocome  a  pcjla,^:raj  fpcjurif y  £91-  i^e 
.,,furids^;'J'he  funds  flood  dqj^'^.'certaio  gPOHnd»^sVtHcy,^ii(^rc 
.,  placcd'.ji^y|p,arlTament;  thcjr'^flioiuTd  ^oide  tK^Vipef^VwI^biBut 
V  .coming;  upgp*  thAJand  %  a  farther  f(?cui\{y  ;  ^bf  re;,  ?f?^^^o 

:.  TeaCpni.j^thould  pbje^  fo  jjiejecpnd  .rcfld||)gj  SYj^WmW>JSH- 
tibhs.** 
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ilcnoft  hare  doubted  whether  they  had  been  read  -a'firft  time. 
He  faid,  that  if  he  faw  any  great  good  likely  to  arife  oot  of 
ttis,  he  vroiifd  have  voted  for  it»  althoagh  he  might  tibiok  it 
Ifould  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences ;  and  yet  h^ 
now  decided  that  he  (hould  oppoft  the  meafure,  witho^  exa«r 
ikrtnin?  the  dfficolty,  or  giving  roomer  any  remedy,  if  any 
dffficuKy  (hooM  hereafter  appear ;  that  was  the  e&St  of  oppo* 
fing  the  fecorid  reading  of  the  Refolutions.  The  honourable 
Gt^tleman  had  faSd>  that  eighty  millions  of  (lock  was  to  be 
^town  upon  the  Land  for  rbrdier  fekurity ;  and  that  tfav 
|»h»i  wotilil  not  be  matured  until  a  remote  period.  That  ho<« 
nourable  Geiftleman  was  not  in  the  Houfe  when  the  plaa 
was  opened,  or  he  would  not  have  made  fuch  obfervations.  It 
was  true,  indeed,  that  part  of  the  plan  was  a  pecuniary  gaits 
t6  the  pobfic^  and  that  to  a  eonfiderabie  amount ;  but  that 
tras  an  objed  of  a  fecondary  nature.  His  opinion  was,  that 
whatever  vrair  the  extent  ot  the  pecuniary  advantage  to  tha 
{mblic,  as  far  as  it  went,  it  would  have  an  influence  to  raife 
the  price  of  the  Funds,  that  would  tend  to  ratfe  the  credit  df 
(he  count^^  and,  by  fo  doings  increafe  its  refources ;  the 
tonie^oencex^fuch  a  fyilcm  muft  be  progreffivis,  arid  it  woq14 
have  many  advantages  ;  but  it  would  be  nothing  with^^ 
out  that  greateft  of  alt  advantages,  that  of  leading  to  other  mea« 
Cures,  which,  when  they  are  developed,  will  tacw  to  the  etw^ 
my,  that  we  are  able  and  willing  to  contend  wi&  them,  for 
every  hour  during  which  their  obftinacy  ihall  render  that  na» 
ftvofdable.  He,  therefore,  did  not  think  that  the  Gentleman 
^ho  fppke  laft,  took  the  heft  method  of  fupporting  the  flake 
that  country  Gentlemen  had  in  the  country,  wt^ii  he  (aid^ 
that  this  meafure  made  the  Land  a  collateral  fecuricy  for  tht 
Funds.  He  would  not  debate  the  queftion  in  that  view  of  it. 
He  thought  it  evident,  that  if  the  principle  of  the  meafure  viras* 
what  he  felt  it  to  be,  to  improve  our  refources,  to  enable  ut 
to  fuppbrt  this  conteft,  and  one  who  had  any  flake  in  the 
country,  no  one  who  called  himfelf  an  Englifliniani  no  one 
vrho  hii  the  feeHngs  of  a  man,  could  oppofe  that  principle  t 
far  to  the  Hotife  was  committed  the  care  of  all  our  property^ 
bur  lives,  add  fbmethlng  dearer  to  a  nation  than  either /its  cba* 
racier  for  honour. 

He  faid  again,  that  he  would  not  debate  with  ;^y  man 
tipdn  the  propriety  t^f  fupporting  a  meafure  that  had  that  prin- 
"ciple  for  its  foundation  ;  idr  on  it  depended,  not  the  fafe^y  of 
thcprrfefttiirdetJrtty,  but  of  poftcrity  alfo  ;  all  wotild  bede« 
TOted  to  ignominy  and  flavery  if  fuch  a  principle  was  neglcfit- 

VoL.  IL  1798.  T  t  cd; 
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ed  ;. every  (oc^rurej  thereifore  that  was  tf)ps  founded/ OQght 
xiot  on^jr  to.be  ditcufTed  it  that  Houfe,  4)utought^  in'ffwna 
liupc  or  other,  to  be  adopted.  He  muft  therdbre  think  i^ 
bai^d,  that  any  thin^  diould  be  done  to  flreyent  the  ftcoKu) 
fipiding  of  thefe  R^efofutions  by  :^  Gentleman,  who^  it^wa^evbt 
dent,  .was  ignorant  of  the  nature,  of  the  p!an  upoif  which,  ihcfi 
wecq  fouaoed.  That  Gentleman  was  not  pfefent  when  the4e 
ReioLutioos^  were  moved  ;  and  now^  as  he  was  lUftaUetoi  finfl 
out  any  motive  for  moving  vhem,  he  bonclufddd  then  mtift  bo 
feme. iecret. motive.  He  would  tell  that  Gentleman  his  oxm 
live.  It  was  not  in  order  toraife  the  Three  per  Cents,  by  taking 
away  the  value  of  land,  but  it  was  to  ratfe  the  taltie  of^  Stock 
irithe  Funds ;  which,  by  the  Way,  w^s  a  mortgage  opdn  all 
the  land)  upon  all  the  trade,  Sind  .upon  all  the  coitimeroDJof  ahit 
country  ;  arid,  by  raifaig  that  value,  to  taife  the  ^mlot  of 
every  other  fpecies  of  property  in  the  kingdom,  by  inck-caGog  ouf 
refources.  There  was  no  land  to  be  madd  collflceral  fecurity 
to  die:  Funds!;  this  was  intended  as  a^leeuri^  to  this  publio^ 
in  lieu  of  a  duty  upon  land,,  and  the  honourable  Gentleman 
nii{Q3nGeived  the  nature  of  the  g6odwhi^h  tv^  eyQfeCkxd  to  be 
produced  by  this'  meafure.  The  particuhr$*<sf  the  meafare 
would  come  ibi-ward  on-  the  detail  of  the  Bill ;  >and  he  could 
not  regularly  allude'  to  thena  in  the  cotarfe  bf  the  Refolu^ 
tiohs.       <     •  ■':.'.: 

.  It  was  bhjeded,  that  aperfon  miay  malce  p^ytntnts^  fach  » 

two  or.  three,  and  afterwards  forfeit  whiit  he'htfd  fMj  if  he 

did  net  pay  up  the  remainder, ,  The  honourable  Gantfeman 

might  {ay,thefan\eas  ,tq  ninete^  payments  tfp^tf  his  mode 

of  icafonirig ;  but  that  wds  not'the  form  of  the  J^ofokittofi 

upon  thaft  fubjcft  ;  foif  it  (fated,  that  if  anyperfon  ftalliomK 

to  pay,  at.  a  given  time,  he  (hall  forfeit  the  fum  of< 

which,  when  the  Bill  came  befdre  the  Hbufe,  probably  he 

iboiild  ^ropofe  to  make  it  6ii6  tettth  of  the'  whole  Ami  agreed 

,,upon  tobVpaid^,  iioweverthtft  wbuld  be  matter  foT»tlM:  oour 

;'ftderatibiij  of  i  comrJiittce  ;*  and'  htve  again'  the^  honourabk 

Gcqttcgi^^  ftpngciv  miftook  ihc^  refdution.'  '  Btrt'die,  b9* 

jiKJurabli  Gentleman  sobfetvat1c«i«pon  the  rWief'tbithq  pur- 

ob^lci:  in  icaie  of  hardftiifi^j  Were  coriouy.     Hefaid  that  fl^e 

.remedy' was  to  be  obtained  at X^ourt,  of  by  Miriiftertal favo^Ti 

'.oine  woiild  luppofc  there  :Was'  fome  Wwrffe  ^/^ih/>r  intended 

there ;.  that  iGehtleman  would  'fiy,-  pcrhapsy  hvCoarr,^«ra$ 

meant,  **  Court,  iritrigue,  AtiriiHe^ial  artifite.V   •  Noihing^ 

however^  could  be  mor6  foreipjn  from   the  mlaner,  for  the 

"Coyit  lo  he  applied  to  In  this'CaUr,  wa^  a  Court  asgravo  aiid 

'a\iftefc 
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atifkre  a  coutt  as  any  in  wl|ich  that.  Gentleman  ever  Appeared, 
fir  ftidle  gravity  of  which  he  ever  added  ;  Ft  was  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  -.Inde^  the  honourable  GentlemaA'feemeB  to  be' 
raffing  ipeAres  in  oppofing.thefe  Itefolafions,  and  for  his  oiVh' 
fiike*  as  well  a$ibr  ihe.fakc  oTthc  Houfe/  the  Refotutiohs  ou^f 
»  be  rrad^  fcomid  tjwic  ;  and  he  Was  perfuaded  iWyyifcrved 
fer'fourattealipnt  M  a  moment  when  the  Houfe  v^a^  more  thaff 
ev^er  called,  upon  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  reiources/  and'tomaker 
every  eicrtifW  fer.  die  fervice  of  the  country.  •  -  '  ♦  '  -  "♦ 
:  Mr.  H^khufi  faid,,  be  felt  this  fubjca  defcrved  the  fcribiitf 
attention  of'  the  Houfe,  and,he  had  endeavoured  t6  trnder* 
ftand  U;  thesrefult. of  which  was,  that  he  could  n6t  bring  hit 
fmndtoai&nttothismefifure.  .If  jt  could  be  fd  altered  and 
Miendrd  a$  to  produce  at  laft  any  probable  advantage  to  the 
foblk  he  AquU  be  ready  to  alTent  to  it ;  hut  it  appeared  to 
^im/  tbit  no  alteration  could  remove  his  objediioh^  to  the 
flan^  becattfe  il;  wai>  i^i  his  opfnion,  fundamentally  erro- 
neoua.- 

'   With  ji04pe<S,tx>  the;  brillijiht  (lateof  profperity  df  the  coan- 
try*-<4ts  introafc  in  trade  aqcl  commerce  ;  its  general  afflu* 
ence ;  its  ^at  inc^afe  ofall  the  advantages,*  which  thtf  Chan« 
ccUor  of.  die  •Exchequer  infifted  upon  when  introduced  the 
meifarc  to  the  Houfe,  he  d)uld  only  fay;  he  hoped  the  pic- 
ture iPtJ^'^tfly  djrawn  ;.  but  he  ihould,  venture,  in  paffing,  to 
expreft  a^dwbt  Q^th^tfafl;,  efpecialty  when,  he  bbfcrved,  Aat 
we  wore  oovf  ^excluded  firom  mapy  tpreign  markets,  to  Whfcti 
wc-  forntefly  traded  to  a,  coqfidcf able,  extent.    However,  thit 
wasa/mpk  oh  vrtiich  he  (houlcl .not, dwell,  hut  he  ihbuld  come 
immedtalQely  (o  the  Rcfolucions.l^fpre  the  Houfe.    He  had 
heard  thistneAfure  objeAed  to  on  cpntlitutional  grbdhd  ;  a^id, 
be  owned  hp  had  n^t  heard  any.re^onjbr  changing  his  opinion, 
which  was,  tha^t  this  nae^fure^  was  fcpugnant  to  the  fpirit  of 
our  oonfttttftioni  becaufethe  .^^sunB^'^by  belng^ 
^asa  checkagainft  a  ftaijdir^g^army*  which'chjicK' would  be 
gone  whertithc  Land  Tax,was,i^ade  pcij>ctualt^  He  adhitugd 
She  propriety  of  rcaibniM 01^. ji^cpt^^^   fide,  that  iifiiJoiy  ma- 
-ntj  was  iiiiMe'  to  be  voted  aaa^ally  In  ahoth(:r  wav  Jh  'c^^ 
ipienceo^  thift  itieafure,  there VpuW  ^  a  greater  *cn&k  ih  the 
hands  of  the  Houfe  than,  that,  which  they  ^ave  up.'    That 
wmildiiciCQiKilo&ve  with  hinp*  if  the  fadi  wei;e  fo;  tut  he 
fhoi^t  it  ojcherwife  ;  for  fjie  BouJc  would  not  h^ve  the  fame 
c6ntRMil  over  the  Confolidatcii  ^FunA  as  it  had  over  the  Land 
Tax.     In  the  one  cafe  they  had  a  real,  in  the  other  only  9 
-fuxninal^  cotitroul  i  therefore  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
*  T  t  a  objedtion 


oli|e£Ban  tekenion  conftxtntiooal  gnomul  was  sajfUMtd.^..  'Tiw* 
Land  Tn  and  the  CoofoUdated  Fund  di&iej  viidoly  ;  feM    :  * 
o^e  was.a  varying,  and  Anidisatiog.ihuig^  the  other  a,£xed 
one  ;  that  is,  it  la  now  to  be  made  a  fixed  oof^v  it  was  iidt 
io  oripiiaiL^;^aed  hctrcmeinberedv  that  in  the  year>t7.75«  onk 
fhitliog  waa.added«  and  it  was  then  laid  that  Jhe  Xiand;Taj( 
mig^t ttfearwasds.fac ■  kflfened ;  ikpon  the  Jiope.of.'whichy.per^ 
baps,  that  additiogi  wa&afifiiit«d' la  'Thk^jaeaftue  in  fixing     . 
the  tasv  appeared  to  htra  to  be,  taking  advantag^iof  ihcgeocq 
lofityi,o£j|)e  ooantfys  and  for.9bat>objc&-2  *  TOg»ffe/t»JCbe     j 
ChaooeUoi  fiftheJBxchequer  A&ciiity  in  fiegooiatinr  a.Loaa 
to  carry  on  this  dc(lruiSi?e  and  calamitDiis  wai't  vad  fbor  en*.: 
hrffing  the  wealth  o^  money^deaiers. 

What  an  ahrming  precodeilt  was  this  !  What  would  be  the 
eonfequenoe  of  it  ?    The  Chamxllor  of  the  Exdieqner  verf 
£iiirly.faid,  thatLand  may  hereafter  again  be<lue|l  p.akbougt^ 
he  admitted,  that  it  was  not  juftt^tipcopertyiedectoied  flioukl 
be  liable  to  another  impoft  ;  bot^  by  and  by,  as  foacieiKQpIe 
laid,  that  this  war  was  bat  in  its  infancy^  tlkre  iwi^uld  be  tax 
upon  tax^  until  the  country  GentlemeniiwpuU  find,  upoaexn 
amination,  they  had  bought  ckei^  t>wn  piDpeity  orer  aqd  ovec 
sig^n*    This  feemed  to.himtobe  x  tery  Anmglinaafion  «f  all 
property  whaicver*    He  agreted,  kovf evcr»i)  it  would  fwoducc^ 
the  40(^OOoL  m  yey,  pravided  it  fucceeded  loiu  ftiUr  exieot;. 
^lat  leeined  to  hkm  to  bs  a  meie^queftion.  df  .atithaUdtio^.  hot 
then  it  muft  be  accounted  ibr  another  way*    Ht  beHeved  that  - 
an  ideaJiad  gone  forth>  tbsA  thts.>¥as  a  roeafure  jh^rely.t0Tai(b 
•the  fimds  b&re  the  IJoan>;  ibut  it  had tiot  that  deiured  efia£^ 
fer,  be  believed  that. many  men-jin  the  city  weve  ading  d» 
part  of  iefli^if  while  the.^Mimfter.was  aoing  the  part  of 
a  iuU  in  the  alley,  an^that/fMshops  Was  the  ceafoo  why: 
the  Funds  .did  not'^ofe  ..'Afiet^  alW  he  believed,  that  the   . 
hopes.oftbe.Mini(kr  fioimiiheJLand  Owners  purdiaCng  the 
Xand  Taxf  wbtdd  be  difs(3!pbioted ;  generallyr  fpeakiog,  na 
perfons  had  lefs  ready  money  than  tbe  Land  Qwoere  (  many 
xi  thtai  mdaigagcd^heic^aaeapttt^y  highly  ;  ondlas  lo  their 
borrowang  naty  imoney  novcat  4i^,  per  cent,  it  was  out «C  the. 
queltteo.^  te  :pivhahi)ity  wa^.that they,  would  not  <pttrcbafe*i    . 
Sefidei,,  be  balieved,  that  tUs  would . produce  <a  fyftcm  nf  lOr    . 
trencbmcnt  in  expeaces,  andjthat  would  di mioifti  tbe.Te^{eiui4> 
in  a  way  thatwoold  mooe  than: Mer^ba^aooei tbe  pvofifii  (k  itu^. 
plan.,    •  ,  :  i».-**         -  #.:  j;*.    •.  »..  *   .,  ».       /, 

Thefe  vese  tbe  Qb}ed&ns:that  ap^ied  to  him  in  this  oial^ 
tec.    ii^i  .wna  aio<t  rpeakiog:,(pr:«tbr  Countiy  Xjeutleiaii^;^  ^ 
if  he  base  lu^d  upon  them,  moft  of  them  detefred  thfir  fate« 

{cat 


for  they  xvere  tlw/great  fuppcvters^^of  itoit  var*,  HeifaonU  noT^ 
take  Mkj  vi9V  o(<the  daufics,  inan«x>f>whidi  were  ill.jdrawfl. 
He  rpmefisneaUy  of  theoodm^^^tbe^f^  ,    ^  '^^  «^   > 

Mr*  R^iof  cbooght  (eTcial  pacts/  of  tbe  fpeech  of  tfae^iio* 
nouradile  Gendemaii  vI|o  pnsceded  himinooafifteiit  JvrithiQai:||< 
other^*..  His  objeflion  to  the  Cbctfet-^ight  be  done^%ra|^  p  . 
the comanittes  ;  in^ which  ftage^ooi doubt,  manyaooeinliiiebts.. 
woul^  take  piace^Aecanfe  it  wa» in^offible  ta make a^neaOtire  < 
of  this  kkid  porfe^  jn  the  £rft  laftantt.     As  to  the  obj(e4ii9n 
agaiiift;.nialdngthe  Land  Tax. perpetual^  that  he  had  fp4>koa 
to  oivttidiraicj  oecafioD ;  <and,  tbcvefbrcy  he  (hould  not  repeat 
what  he  hail  hoRcdi  already. 

As  to  the  general  dodihne  of . varytikg  4ie  nature  /d  a^tax,  he 
couldjdaljir.i^K^  jwbat  had  the  Hosfe  been  doing  ever  Imoe  anj^  • 
tax   was  imjppSaiii'i  Had  they  not  conftantly  exercifed  the 
power  of  afe^in^9  ^varying^-  pr  ^  repeating  any  ^  Tax  that  they  ^ 
thought  fit }    And  was  the  propriety  d^  tteir  fo-  doing  ever 
called  in  queftlon  2  ,  The  prefent'was  not  the  time  fer  con* 
iQdering  the  tobjeA  m  detaM»  andthercfcns  he  /hould  not  entar^ 
on  it. ..  These  «Bai.oine  point  whlbh  came  from  the  honourable' 
Gcntieosany  ':whid\  he  cenrld  not  heip  taking  notice  of.     He 
faid,  tbi$  wat  ^  meafi^  tb  enable  the  Minifter  to  carryon  this- 
war  ;'ft  wasnottn^flable^any  Miiiiftcc;;  it  was  to  enabbf  that 
Houf  tojenableithiscounttpy  to oarryon'.the iii[ar<*^  war wi^cA 
the  bociowRablenGenilemaa  ovi;v-  caHed  a  cahaMduoa  and 
dcftro^ve' wair^ i  He  did>not  (latent  tobe  what  the  Uonfe 
iaid  tbejooanftyifirk  jt  «ob&^  ^  Jtfft»  oeeeffiiry^  VMsaroidable 
war. ,  The  konoorable  Gentleman' did  not  faem  to  pity. the 
Country  Gentlemen.;  and  he  feemed  ahnoft  willing. to  vote 
for  this  meafoiei  bf  way  ofrever^  a^infl:  them  foe  .having  ^ 
fupported  the  war*     The  trtitb  .wap, '  that  this  me&fiiiv^ waa  to 
enable  ti)e<!ountry  Gentlemea^he^flirthertoriipport  the  'nrar^ 
and  to  'fupporttheic  country. :  iftiraa  a-meafare^thatdefervcd.- 
lerioosattentianK:  arid^heihad  nbdoobt^ilit  it  would  be  aflDcid-c 
cdin  thecoinmitfioevV-  i  •  -I  •.••..•  n  .;''  \:  -*  •    .  ■    »■;  ?'-.  b:;:\?-.: 

by  Mtniftei^'  ^  when^they  broagbtiifoavmrd  any  eBtrwdgnBy: 
meafumlike  the  prbfent^  that  itwasrtheYieoKffity^gf  ihb  timer 
that  called  for  their  fan£libn,and ^hat  riiiy  were  never' wiattlbqly. 
introtf«tftdand  prdpofed  wid^  avitfw^^b  «>iiVrer  any  £i00ttrit8r: 
objefi^  theiVpart/'11]eu»istnd)<prft<ifth»(»untayAM»kl^      i 
i^KHind  up  to  a  higher  pitch  than  at  die  prefent  moment ;  and  ^ 
it  wat^'opeH  foT^^  thcr  Ghbnoelto  tf  the£acheqM0  to^  ^tlfit  ! 
many  oifair  fJtf*  le&  dbjeAionabk  mode^^cf  TaUHog  ^mMOjr  p'm 
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ai^y  ht^krbiild  <now  t>t^«ic»  could  not  f^itof'beilig  (kdifd^l^ 
ihU  brot^htlnVaeflb^«  by  th<  forward  altcfiiy  oft hef^pMpl)r, 
|0  futrtifti^vcrf  r^<Miroe«i4ifdith^  exigencies' of  the  ii)6meDt 

?•  'Virf#*rhg  the  meafiirrf  at  the  Ir^t  he  didi  he  would  nem 
«likdf 'to'the  fecond  reading  of  the  RcfoliittoHs ;  becade  cfae 
^Acipi^osa  which  tfaey  ^nooeedcd  wn^'  in  fais  aKind,  hijfiiy 
ti^eAitomUe:  it  was  alio  lobe  dHa|i^roTied  as  inTdeqviate  to 
tbtt.'  attainment  of  its  profefled  dbjcA  ;  it>  wa$  die  avowed  ob-* 
jedro6 the  right  honoorafak  Gentleman*  in^propofingdie pre* 
feniineafttTev  to  raife  the  ftocka  ;  bat  certain  it  -was^  that  it 
would  not  be  attended,  with  this  advantage;  but  thar,  while 
it  failed  in  raifirg  the  Funds,  it  would  do  iHuch  aiifcfcief 
into  the  bargain.  It  wasbowevcr  faid,  that  it  is  incumbent  tipon 
thofe  who  pronounce  the  meafure  not  to  be  a  good  one,  to  prcwre 
that  it  is  bad, and  to  propofea  better  in  itsfttsad.  Tht$he  wouli 
deny  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  lies  with  thofe  ifhoaflert  the  inca- 
fnre  to  be  good,  to  prove  that  fuch  is  its  tienclency^  and  that 
f»ch  will  be  its  tfk&%  ;  this  is  clear  frorn  the  whole  tenor  ci 
eisr  parliamentary  proceedings,  which  diew>  tjaat  whenever  a 
new  meafure  is  propofed,  it  lies  with  the  pr^pofcn  of  it  ^o  ad- 
.  duce  the  reafons  upon  whi;ch  he  contends  that  the  meafure  is 
a  good  one,  and  that  its  adoption  will  be  followed  by  falatary 
effe^.  In  the  prefentcafci.  the. right  hou.  peiitleman  liimfelf 
does  not  contend  tliat  the  meafure  now.propofed  to  us  is  4Wb- 
lately  a  good  one.  He,  on  the  contrary,  ventures  no  farther  than 
fcyitigf  tnat  there  is  a  chance  of  its  proving  a  goofl  one.  But,  for 
his  pfrt.  Sir  William  faid*  he  denied  the  exiftence  of  fudi  a 
chance.  The  pofture  of  affairs,  it  is  faid,  may  make  the  im- 
fnediatjc  adoption  of  it  highly  necejary  for  the  good  of  the  pub- 
lic fcfvice  ;  if  fo,  then  it  muft  be  granted,  enpedition  is  very 
proper.  But,  in  the  confufion  of  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tlernan,  the  prefcnt  fchcnje  i^  hot  expefled  to  produce  any  im- 
inediate  gopJeflfeft.  Wber^  then  is  the  heceffity  of  preffing 
lit  "fo  urgently  ?  Wc  are  told  befides,  that  the  laws  we  make 
ito*3.2fY\rWe  may  repeal  ne^tyear.  This  may  be  ^fue  and  lafe 
;irt  Vpa(ny  l^rafesi  But|  ifa^aw  is  paCfcd  for  expofing  the  Land 
'Tax  jto.  wfe.  yciu  can  nevpr  feftore  it  to  witere  it  >yas  before  ; 
jdu' may  talk  of  indemnity  ;  biit  few  Of  none  will  accfept  of 
If,  and  you  thus  deKheratfely  get  involved  iW  a'  fliifchlef  from 
wh/^c^l  you  carthot  retrieve'ljaCk  V  "' 

/He ^oiilil ag^in  fepeat  wliat hte'had  tefofitf  infiftcd*6rt, 
namely,  that  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  ftoct  thdt  tend^  to 
mi(bordejpref9  d\eflihdsv  it  was  the  qbahiity  di  )si&^j. 

When 
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WImh  money  Is' fediHee)  the  funds-  ai<e  low ;  txhi^tr  money,  is 
pl^f)b  i^ejg'We^  hj^h..  •  Nothing  canaffeA  tb^m*  biH  mffQ^ey^ 
or  ^^thipg  thfttanfw^rs  «U  ite  pttrpofes  of  mp0<^^  /Thf 
r^hfjinvnottrablft  Goitlevmn  %>$  tdfo^  d^t  thisMeme  hoWl 
out  a  temptatation  tobuy.  But  this  is  a  miftrito.^Jl  wiU 
never  Hiiiccecct  • .  Jf  yoa  en^voiir  to  farc»  tbing^ioutl  #f  tbeir 
n«tujiil:clirinncl«f^thus»  if  :ybu  endeainoar  to  foredjtfsideifit^ 
SM& J;  ptftioular  ohanncl*  you  ik>  more  hamn  -  thao'  8ood«  Th^ 
light  JiCKibofaUe'GcixtijeanaA  tbiokstor  drive  inosey  tfrto  this 
particular  flodc ^but  cvfen.tf  he  did^  it  •'would  not  inereafc 
(betquamity  x)£  '^non^yt  *  Theref  akeady  exifts  too  ftoMig  a 
temptatimv^for  planng'inoney  ia  the  funds--^6  peircffnt^is 
&Hrc(y  SB  ve^yftrongtemptattdu*  and  a  temputiofl  thait  me* 
niod  men  wiU  eaitly  yield  to.  Some  Janded  Gehtledieft 
(tbofe- wbff  vo^for  the  prefent  cneaAu^)  may  perhaps  be  la* 
duced  to  pdrchiift  \n  this  Dew  fund ;  but  while  they  cotiveit 
theiiN  txKmeyy^  if  thiey  can  #ai£e  any,  10  lbi$  new  objefty  they 
wtH  only  cramp  Ibme  itioie  ufefui  branches-*they  have  irany 
other  calls  for  thi^  money  ;  they  have  their  farm  houfes  t# 
keep  in  repair ;  the)r  hav6-their  draining,  and  inclofing,  anl 
many  othar  fuch  tliof^  important  objefts  that  demand  moneyv 
Mliich  niuft  be  ntgleftccj,'  if  they  arc  induced  to  throw  their 
money  ittto^this- new  channel.^  Thus  you  fee  the  meAfutv 
tends  to  cripple  Clrfliivation,  which  is  fufficicnt  to  (hew  that 
the  ptincij^lc  ^^the  rhcafurc  is  bad,  and  that  the  attempt  to 
introduce  it  VlWprudent  and  mifchrcvous,.  Thofe  who  can 
get  more  thiin  6  yet  cent,  for'  thcii*  moncjr  by  lending  it  to  go- 
vernm^nr,  will p«rtaii\ly ,nOt  b^  temptcdto  buy  into  this  new 
Aock. .  Where  ithei^  Is  the  pretended  aU^yi;itioA  to  thefunds^ 
it  is  all  a  chimsera ;  and  he  v^ot^fd  again  fay,  that  It  was 
impoflible  to  Vaife  ^hera  without  IncreaiTing  tnoncy,  dr  wh^t 
fcrvcdallthe  purpofes  of^mon^y;  On  the  conftltutional 
point  he  WQuld  offer  but  a  Word  or  t^ito^  By  the  operatioa 
of  this  mealuxe*  the  jwfwle  of^he  qapjiey^to  be  raited  by  It 
wQujd  be  z^iht^x^^oi'A  of  ^^  S^icheqii^'only ;.  but  was  ridt 
llus.fiiroi(^in£  an^engi^  th^at  rnj'gftV  ))ccome  torrnidibrp.  If 
therf  ocQiirr^q j^meSith^rt  were  dingerquS.to  publid  Hfecjfty  ? 
Ap^^Qi'^^  Qoijb^^be.thec^^^  land  tax  is  jo>W  ftiffd 

^wiihp^t  U^scpftjii^pt  pf  pi^rliapient'?  'lri)'<ere  vas  Jriit/  dariger 
^^^^^trf^r^tW^^  ^^  t^«  c6ntoli- 

aafeduitHl— gran  ted  t(^if  a.  rtiWtfKrrrftv^l**  Aot  this  jn  the 
i»nfls.^^^«ftt9pi^'?,i\r^,^^4^^  wde)jf  differ, 

v^||,i^*/^<^i¥jei.catujfyt^^^^  ;^1.    ^cft^ 

'-.r  ■    '  "  .        -   -        .  prcieftt 
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^fetitlttd-taxt  that  k%  ouiy  have  anMher  bid  M.  Surely 
«t  would  b«  afting  a  far  fairer  part  to  come  d>«Mtt!»  I^trib. 
tneht,  and  expofe  the  ififtrefles  of  the  conotrj*  and  propofe 
laying  more  out  of  the  land  tax^  io  order  to  rdieve  d)eai«  To 
this  rarliamehr  might  afleat;  but,  in  the  pie(eii|  cafc»  aD 
eontroul  is  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Parliament.  The  land 
tax,  as  it  (lood,  was  the  great  pillar  of  ^e  cbnftitBtion  ;  it 
was  not  good  to  hazard  any  change  thi^t  mig^t  affe£i  it,  of 
that  mud  prove  fo  injurious  to  tiie  land4u>lderSy  to  whom 
the  country  muft  ever  look  for  its  chief  fupport. 

But  we  are  again  told,  that  the  mea(ure  may,  in  fome 
points,  be  objedionable  *,  yet  it  may  be  fo  amended  i^  its 
different  ftages,  as  to  remove  all  thole  objedion%  Thiswai 
of  late  become  a  very  favorite  topic ;  but  furely  where  the 
principleof  a  meafure  was  evidently  bad,  it  muft  be  wrong 
to  go  mto  any  detailed  di(cu(l!on  of  it.  There  could  be  no 
doubi  entertained,  but  that  whatever  might  be  the  necefltties 
of  the  Government,  the  country  was.  now  ready  to  come  for* 
Ward  in  its  fupport  with  money,  and  with  perfonal  fervices* 
Why  then  attetnpt  an  objcAionaUe  meagre  merely  ibr  the 
chance  of  its  producing  one  falutary  effed,  while  it  was  oer* 
tain  to  harafs  and  opprefs  the  landholders, ,  who  already  paid 
^heir  full  (hare  of  all  other  taxes  and  rates,  and  who  were 
jnoreover  expofed  to  many  expences  arul  iaconvepiendes  in 
their  public  capacities  of  ^fagtftratje$,  Juftices,  &c.  Aa  to 
the  middle  clafs  of  landholders,  they  Were  already  fuflkteortly 
t>ppre(red  by  the  Aiiefled  Taxes — it  was  wronc;  to  hold  cnit 
the  idea  of  another  land  tax  :  the  prefent  one  mould  be  kept 
where  it  was,  and  Parliament  might  refufe  it,  if  governoient 
could  befuppofed  to  be  aAing  againft  the  liberty  dF  the  edsn* 
try.  The  meafure  was,  in  idl  views  of  it,  exceptionable 
and  unneceffiiry :  the  fpirit  of  the  country  wak  now  Aich, 
that  it  would  cheerfully  Aippty  all  the  exi^ncies  of  the  Aste 
—let  the  meafiire  be  therefore  deferred  at  ieaft  for  another 
year.  Indeed  the  whole  of  the  fcheme  feemed  to  he  mctpdy 
a  piece  of  legerdemain,  by  which  one  pait  of  thib  iaemne  ^wtts 
converted  into  another,  while  no  real  addition  wttraiadcr  to 
it ;  but  a  mere  juggle  was  attempted  to  be  carried  4>n,  In  or« 
der  tct  make  the  people  believe  that  fomethiog  was  doing 
wltile  nothing  was  done  in  reality^  As^to  tbe'fonds,'  they 
W:)uld  derive  no  advantage  from  it — the  idieadffectirity  alone 
could  fupport  and  keep  up  th^  ftocks.  "Art  hMdurableOen^ 
•tieman  (Mr  Hobhoufe)  had  been  roughly  haAdM^or  «ertiiiig 
the  prefent  war  a  calamitous  one.    <7ert«iiltyi  wfaetlttf  it 

waa 


Vras  Rttf  iiecfeffirjrornot,  isnow^h  iBIe  queftionj  we  iiuft 
kwrngotirVlthit,  and -bravety  defend  buj-fdlves  to  tiiclaft 

•  •  mita  anff to thekft  IhiliiiTg^rbHrrurely  it  muli  fiWif?  be 
"^  cd^l^^fltdl^h^  it  h^s'pro^ed  acah4iir<:yiis  wsur^  not  only  to  us, 

.  bat  to  Eurc^pc'liiid  tor  the  worldVn  general.  ^  Therefore  wlien 
Ocmleitieh  were  fo  fond  t^  catch  at  this  word,  it  was  furcly 
for  no  btiitr  poflible  pQipofe  but  to  make  a  flouriih. 

Nbr  fiibuld  ti*  precedent  of  felKng  the  land  tax  be  palTcd 
over  without  ferious  attention. '  WouM  it  not  likewife  Jiifti- 
fy  the  fdif tig  of  a  new  land  tax,  s^nd  thus  go  on  till  the  whole 

•  was  foldoiiV  TheMoufe  was  undoubtedly  awafe  of  "the 
daftjjer  of  precedents.    This  was  a  new  and  peculiarly  dan- 

*  -getous  ont.  *  It  JfiLS  material  to  keep  the  land  tax  where  it 
hoifr  wa^ ;  ahdfaeTiOp!^  he  would 'no  tnore  hear  of  want,  of 
zeal  forlhe  tftcafure;  for  tliey  dan  give  n6  belter  proof  of 
attachment  to  tlieir country  knd  its  cbnilitution  than  by  op- 
poling  a  mt^fii^e'^^ich  is^evldently  fraught  with  much  mif- 
chief  ihadarikCT  to  both. 

-  *  Ix>>d  fi48j5B>^r^  could  not  believe  that  the  worthy  Baronet 
•'liad  ever  Idiilftc^at  tfie  r^folutions  which  he  oppofed ;  had  -he 

-•  duly  attended 'fotHefrp,  ht  would  havefound  thut^  by  the  15111 
"*  -1icfdiitibrt,''fte'fitW!c6fitfot!il''exfftcd  over  govemrtiqit  as  be- 

•  ftrt^c.     Tfii^Wafor^  could  itot,  thercfbre,  beobjcacd  to  in  that 

-  l?^ta»^«fiWl(tuii6ilaI.'-:  T-he  ndbl^  Lord  then  entered  ihtc? 
V  1ft«Hndieatl§«l^e(PtKe^hanceWor*  of  the  Exchetiuer,-  Whom  he 

^irteW'to  ha^l**|*M  feat  ferious  «tinhon  to  themcaftire  now  be- 
'  ,liJre4lttW^ft!JQw^ftk*f'ehfibfedhipra  not^^^  that  there 

^  ^M^ehSlHte*^ ^'betogb^ighly  be«ittfcckil  to  the  Cowifry,  but 
llbat^eiie  1|««» Ab^rcto^  ptttbaAHlt^^  of  its  being  attended 
Wttbfa^hadvihtiges.  lie  didnot  pretend  to  fey  that  he  bad 
.  eireaaay  ib'ccig.tUbe'ifcpofittv&demoK^ftrationofthefe advantages i 
^.'imis.doablri&tdoigidt  tM^verhappe» ;  .bot  that  filich  a  cafe  was 
r.  nade  aanotlhk  pcobabio^ood  e^Al  attending  the  tileafurc^ 
'*  •aflTorediyrmident  worditbe  tralr  It«was./wrongtotompn^'or 
.  9oabani  chb  ftockii^at: was  to  arife  froin  the  operation  of  this^ 
.. ;  fidKemc  wkbidiaiti  bf  tbrnther  fibcks.  < .  This  would  dot;beiiable 
. .  to:theiame-dcgnt^  of  fla£tuatbn.as'the;ather5;  for  wh^t  was 
;  •  fmrchaied  htm  iwas.irtietided.to  bd  kdpt  ;^  white  wi^iwas  piir- 
\  v<ha{rdvii^i  the  fondsr^as  generally  'bought  .wkh  a  view.toTelKng 
i^.y^  «gaMir#vi)it-(iir«Ly  could  not  bciAQniedbattbattbejriditfoii 
.  ;,^  j^Ri'^Qtiiin  ^  &(>  oriMioni  ^  ol;  from  tbc/natiaRM  deht^  mud 

*  g9]Wiy.^^ft^.l4»a(t^jfiden((^  1^  ^heiptfet  ofibockt 
:  i|^:««»en}W:.fepcc«liariji.tQ.  rfft^ .  ,&>  ggcaia.  diflafiojKiQtt  of 
>.;^at  debt  mud  undoubtedly  tend  confiderably  to  increale  that 

"  Yoh.  II.  1798.  U  u  confidence. 


33^  WOObFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS       [Cottuojit, 

confidence.  It  was  evident,  that  the  difcuilion  of  this  meafure 
could  do  no  harm,  and  it  was  very  probable  it  might  ukimatcly 
be  proda^ive  of  much  good,  it  was  therefore  but  proper  it 
fhould  he  duly  confidered;  and  his' right  honourable  Friend  had 
given  full  time  for  that  confideration;  as  all  he  wiihcd  now 
was,  that  the  refolutions  might  pafs  how,  that  the  bill  nlight 
be  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  time  only  on  this  day  fe'nnight. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to ; 
and  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in»  purfuant  to  the  fame. 

The  committee  on  the  Alien  Bill  was  deferred  tillThurfdaj; 
and  report  on  the  Window  Tax  Bill  till  Wcdnefday. 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  difpofcd  of,  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 

The  RefoIjAtipns  at  large  are  as  follow : 

1.  Resolved,  Tbatith  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  tbatthefeTr- 
rkl  and  reipe6Hve  foms  of  money,  charged  by  virtue  of  an  AR  of  the  pre. 
fent  SeflioD  of  Parliament,  intituled  *'  An  A£l  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
**  Majefty,  by  a  Land  Tax,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  fevcn 
«*  hundred  and  ninety-eight,"  on  the  refpcaive  counties  and  places  in 
Great  Britain,  in  refpeft  of  the  premifles,  in  the  fald  A61  mentioned, 
lying  within  the  (ame  counties  and  places  refpeaively,  to  be  ralfed,  levied, 
and  paid  unto  His  Majefty  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  tlie  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  fhall, 
^ora  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  term,  continue,  and  be  railed, 
levied,  and  paid  yearly  to  His  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  SuccefTors,  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  in  every  year  for  ever  j  fubjefk  never- 
thelefs  to  the  rules,  regulations,  reftriftions,  and  conditions  of  redemp- 
tion, to  be  prefcribed, 

a.  RESOtvBD,  That  it  18  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  it  fhall 
be  lawful  for  Conuniifioners,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofc>  tocontra^^ 
and  agre«  with  all  and  tvtrf  perfons  or  perfon,  bodies  politic  and  corpo- 
rate, having  or  holding  any  mtoors,  meffuages,  or  tenements,  for  the  re- 
dcmption  of  the  land  tax  charged  upon  their  refpeaive  manors,  mcffuagcs, 
or  toncments,  according  to  the  affeflment  and  pound  rate  to  be  made  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  faid  Aa  j  and  chat  the  confideration,  to  be  given  for  fuch  re- 
demption,  ihall  belb  much  capital  ftock  of  public  annuities,  transferable 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  bearing  an  interefl  after  the  rate  of  thr^  pound* 
per  centum  per  aanuin,  comraonly  called  the  three  pounds  per  centum  coa» 
folidated  anmiUtee,  and,  the  three  pounds  per  centum  reduced  annuities, 
a*  will  yield  an  annuity  or  dividend,  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  land  tax 
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fo  to  be  redeemed  by  one  fifth  part  of  thereof:  Such  capital  ftocic  to  be 
transferred  to  the  commlfiioners  for  the  redu^ion  of  the  national  debt, 
within  the  period  of  five  years  from  the  time  of  entering  into  Aich  contraf^, 
by  four  inf^alments  in  every  year  5  nfidelidts  On  tht  firftd^y.  of  May  5  the 
firft  day  of  Auuguft  j  the  firft  day  of  November  j  ^od  thefirft  day  of  Feb- 
ruary in  each  year :  The  firft  inAalment  to  be  made  on  fiifhof  the  faid  days 
at  (hall  next  enfue  after  the  entering  into  fucb  contra^ ;  but  with  liberty  to 
any  pcribn  10  Aipulate  with  the  -£rid  commiflioncrt,  for  the  transfer  of  the 
uholeof  the  faid  capital  ftock  at  one  time,  or  at  different  times,  within  a 
kfs  period  than  five  years ;  ib  that  the  fame  be  made  by  even  inftalments 
at  equal  intervals  within  the  period  agreed  upon,  and  by  not  lefs  than  four 
inftalmicnts  in  each  year  of  the  faid  period. 

3.  RESOLVED,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  all  bodies, 
po/jtic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,cQrporations,  aggregate  or  folcand  all  guilds, 
myfterics,  fraternities,  or  brotherhoods,  and  alltruftees  or  feoffees  in  truftfor 
charities  or  other  public  purpofes^  having  any  eftate  or  intereft  in  any  fuch 
ntanors,  meffiiages,  or  tenements,  whatever  may  be  their  eftate  therein  othcx 
t^an  tenants  at  ra^k  rent,  and  all  committees  of  lunatics  or  idiots,  and 
guardians  of  infants,  and  all  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  and  all  other 
trustees  whatlbever,  may  contrail  with  the  faid  commUTioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  faid  purpofes  $  and  that  peribns  in  the  a£hjal  poffeflion,  or 
l^ene/fcially  entitled  to  the  rents  and  profits  of  any  manors  a  meffuages,  or 
tenements  (except  tenants  at  rack  rent)  (hall  be  preferred  in  the  purchafe 
oiCnch,  land  tax  to  perfona  in  remainder,  reverfion,  or  expe£lancy,  provided 
they  offer  to  contrad  for  the  redemption  of  fiich  law}  tax  on  or  before  a  day 
to  be  /pecified  ;  but  that  the  perfons  in  remainder,  revei  fion,  or  expeAancy, 
fiiall  be  entitled  to  redeena  fuch  land  tax»  in  preference  to  any  other  perfcna 
having  no  eftate  or  intereft  therein,  accurdine  to  the  priority  of  fuch  their 
rcfpeflive  eftates  or  intereft  s,  and  in  the  order  in  which  they  will  be  refpec- 
tWtly  entitled   to  fucceed  to  the  faid  manors,  mefluagea,  or  tenements  s 
And  that  in  cafes  of  demiie  at  rack  rent,  the  pcriotis beneficially  entided  to 
the  rent  reierved,  fliail  (notwithftanding  any  covenant)  be  confidered  as 
He'ngin  th«a6lual  pofteifionof  fuch  manors,  meffuagrs  or  tenements,  for 
the  piitpo^  of  claiming  ftich  benefit  of  preference,  with  power  to  add  the 
iiTountof  the  land  tax  {6  purchafed  to  the  rent  leferved,  and  toufe  the 
/ame  powers  for  the  recovery  thereof,  as  for  the  recovery  of  rent  in  arrear  s 
And  that  on  t  "^'completion  of  any  cont^aft,  by  the  perfon  haying  fuch  title 
;o  preferencr,  or  by  any  other  on  his  behalf,  and  payment  of  the  firft  inftaU 
Ren|  thereof,  the  manors,  meffuages,   or  tenements  copipriacd  in  fuch 
consra^,  ihall  thenceforth  be  wholly  freed  ax^d  exonerated  from  the  land 
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>  tax  charged  thereon,  -tfhd  from  alt  farther afieflinentt  thereof,  nnleftthe  per- 
(bn  con  tracing  for  ftich  Und  ttx  fliall,  at  the  time  of  entering  into  the 
contract  for  the  fame,  Jeclare  bit  option  to  be  cooiidercd  on  the  iame  foot- 
ing as  a  third  perfon  ptirchafing  the  land  tax  i  And  that  upon  every  con- 
trail to  bh  fb  entered  into,  upon  which  the  transfer  of  ftock  thall  be  made 
by  inffalments,  thtere  ftiall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  making  the  (ecood  inftal- 
inent  upon  fuch  contra^,.  «id  fo  of  every  fubfequent  inftalment  upon  fucb 
<iontra£V,  into  th«  hands  of  the  Caibier  or  Caibiers  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  ofrhe  Bank  of  England  (whofe  receipt  (ball  be  a  fuflicient  dif-* 
charge)  to  the  nfe  of  hit  Ma^fty,  hit  heiraand  fucceflbrs,  afiimof  money, 
by  way  of  intercft>  to  be  computed  from  the  period  of  the  firft  inilabneDr, 
equal  to  live  fixth  parts  of  the  amount  of  what  would  have  been  tbe  pro- 
duce  up  to  the  time  of  making  fuch  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  ftock  to  be 
transferred  upon  fuch  coinra6i,  dedui6king  therefrom  the  amount  of  the 
^produce  of  fuch  part  of  the  ftock  as  (bail  then  have  been  transferred:  And 
in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  perfony  beneficially  entitled  to  any  eftate  in  remain- 
der, reverHon,  or  expectancy,  in  the  manpri,  mefluages,  or 
whereof  fuch  land  tax  Ihall  have  been  fo  coiitra6led  for«  fliali,  at  any  t 
or  times  after  fuch  eftate  (hall  veft  in  pofleffion  by  reafon  of  the  determina- 
tion of  the  next  preceding  eftate  or  interjcft,  be  entitled  ynto  an  ai&gimient 
of  fuch  contract,  upon  transferring  to  fuch  original  contradora  tbe  like 
amount  of  the  three  pounds  per  centum  Bank  ann^ities^  as  was  transfierrcd 
by  fuch  original  contrajlors,  as  the  coniideration  for  the  redemption  of  Aicb 
land  tax  ^  or  upon  paying  to  fuch  original  contra^prs  (at  their  option) 
fuch  a  fum  as  ihall  be  of  equal  value  tberewiib,  at  the  time  of  fucb 
conveyance ;  and  to  the  fame  option  to  be  confidered  on  the  footing  of  a 
third  perfon,  with  refpe6^  to  fuch  land  tax  as  the  perfon  or  peribns  firft  re- 
deeming the  fame  might  haw, 

4.  Resolved,  That  ft  it  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee,  that  all  bodice 
politic  or  corporate,  and  other  perfons  being  in  the  a^ual  po(rcftion,  or  en- 
titled beneficially  to*  the  rents  and  profits  of  any  manors,  meffuages,  or  te- 
pements,  may  fell  any  partof  partathareofforibe  purpofe  of  redeeming  or 
purchaHng  fuch  land  tax,  or  charge  the  Cud  manors,  me(ruagea,  or  tene- 
ments with  fuch  fum  er  (urns  of  mo^ey,  at  (hall  be  fuiRcient  to  redeem  or 
^  purchafethe  land  tax  charged  thereop}  and,  fqr  fecuring  tbe  re- payment 
of  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money,  with  intereft,  may  convey,  furrender,  €«-  de- 
mife  the  fame  by  way  of  ntortgagc  J  or  may  grant,  limit|  <fr  appoint  any 
yearly  fum  or  fum  s  of  money,  byway  of  a  perpetual  rent  charge,  not  ex- 
ceeding  the  amotirit  of  fhe  land'taat  charged  upon  the  faid  manors,  inc0u- 
9^esi  or  tenements,  to  be  iftuing  out  of  and  charged  upon  fucb  msoiors, 
'*  ^  mcffuagea. 
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neffiiagesy  or  tcncinentt:  And  every  ftith  fate,  conVcyanct^  nortgd|^«r 
grant,  of  any  rent  charge,  (hall,  rfttr  the  fiuae  AaU  be  duly  enroUed,  be 
go^,  valid  and  effeaual  in  the  law*  t»  idl  intoirt,  notwithftandiiig  t»f 
defea  of  title  in  any  of  the  partiee  thereto}  aiid  the  rerpeaivt  perfon^  t# 
whom  any  fuch  fale  or  mortgage  ftaM  be  nudn,  or  anf  foch  tent  charge  (tM 
be  granted,  ftiall  rcfp«aively  hold  the  manort,  meAiaget,  or  teaememt, 
ly  the'faid  rent  jcharget,  fiecd  and  abfolutdy  difcharged  fixmi  ail  fmm 
titlei,  chaigei,  and  incumbranee«  whatibever;   And  thatwheiwr  thcne 
fliall  be  any  fuiplui,  after  paying  fo  much  as  Ih^l  be  Micient  fiar  the  pur- 
chafe  ofihrce  pounds  per  centum  annuities^  tpbetranalened  at  the  confide- 
fation  for  fuch  laud  tax,  the  Xaid  furplua  Aall  be  )>aid  into  or  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  the  name  and  with  the  privity  of  the  Acoonntant  Ge- 
neral  of  the  Court  of  Chancei7}  to  the  intent  that  (beh  fueplus  money  may 
be  invcfted,'a«  foon  a«  conveniently  may  be  under  the.  direaion,  and  whh 
the  approbation  of  the  faid  Court,  in  the  purchafe  of  other,  eftates,  to  be' 
conveyed  to  the  like  ufes,  and  in  the  lame  maraier  as  the  (ameOood  ftttledi* 
'     and  in  the  mean  time  fuch  furplus  to  be  invefted  in  Govet wnent  or  other 
pubKc  fecurities,  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Accountant  General,  and  thedi.. 
vidends  and  annual  produce  thereof  iiall  from  time  to  time  bdolig  tathe* 
perfon  who  would  for  the  time  being  have  beenentitled  to  the  lents  and  pio. 
fits  of  the  manors,  mcffuages,  or  tenements  puithafedp 

5.  Resolved,   That  it  is  the  opinion  of  ^his  committee.   That  if^. 
within  a  time  to  be  named,  no  contraa  fliallbe  entered  into  with  the  com- 
miffioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  redemption  or  purcfcafe  of  the  land  taz» 
or  any  ^t  or  parcel  thereof,  charged  in  aiqr  pariib  or  place,  by  any  per- 
fqn  oititlcd  to  the  benefit  of  preference,  or  by  any  perfon  rubftitvted  in  that) 
behalf,  the  commiffioners  may  then  putup  tp  iale,  either  by  public  aQ£Uai» 
or  oihcrwife,  as  the  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafupy  for  the  time  being  flail 
direa,  the  whole  or  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  faid  land  tax,  charged  in  any- 
county,  or  diyifion  of  any  county,  or  in  any  pariib  or  place  j  or  any  fpeci- 
fk  (hare  or  (hares  thereof  j  or  any  land  ta*  charged  on  any  paiticular  eftaitt 
or  eftatcs,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thewf,  whiph  (hall  not  be  red^qwd  Otf 
purchafcd  within  the  faid  period  j  and  to  coniraa  and  agree  with  any  per-. 
fons  for  thp  fale  of  the  fame,  fulyeato  a  provifo  for  the  redemption  of  iuch 
land  tax  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  to  be  pjovi^cd :  And  the  ma«Of%. 
ineffuagcs,  or  tenteientt  whereoathe  land  tax  purchafcd  is  charged,  ftali. 
be  fubjea  to  a  new  aifeffment  from  year  to  year,  by  an  equal  pound  rate^- 
accoi^ng  to  the  value  thereof,  in  com^non  with  all  other  eftatesm  the  fiu6c 
parifli,  which  fliali  remain  chargeable  to  the  land  tax  j   and  the  confidera- 
^on  IhaU  be  the  transfer  of  ftock  in  the  three  pounds  per  centum  andiiiiieH 
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tn^jifen&leat  the  Bank  of  England  as  aforefaidf  of  the  like  anwunt  aa  is 
licretnbefbfe  direfted>  iintothecommiffioner,  appointed  for  the  reduAion  of 
the  aUHBal  debt )  to  be  mode  within  the  period  of  one  year^  finom  the  time 
of  ealoing  iatofuehcontrafly  by  four  inftalments,  of  not  lefs  than  one 
fiiirlb|Ptia  of  tlK  whole  amount  of  the  (tock  to  be  fo  transferrred  as  afore- 
iaid,:  at:iiiterraU  of  three'  months  fi-om  each  other;  the  transfer  of  fucb 
ftoekfor  liie  firft  inftalnient  to  he  made  at  the  end  of  three  months  from  the' 
time  of  entering  into  futh  contra^;  but  with  liberty  to  contraband  agree 
withthc'iaid  coihmifltoners  lo  be  appointed,  to  transfer  the  whole  of  the 
fto^Jtagroad  to  be  transferred  a$  the  coiirideratTon  forfuch  redemptioa  or^ 
yurchafe».at'tlietsme  preicribcd  for  the  ti-ansfer  of  the  firft  inftalment 
thereof^  or  so  transfer  fuch  ftock  in  any  greater  proportions^  and  in  iny 
IcfimumAierof  ii^httents  than  are  before  prefcribed,  foas  that  fuch  inftal* 
mcnta  fludlnot  be  made  at  a  greater  Interval  than  three  months  fi^m  each 
«ber{  aod^hat  fuch  rate  of  intereft  fliall  be  payable,  as  in  the  cafe  of  land 
tfx  rrdcemed  by  pcrA)ns  having  a  title  to  preference ;  and  fuch  perfons  ihall 
be  ditttkd  to  demand  and  receive,  for  their  own  uCe,  the  full  amount  of 
the  Land  Tax  )>iirchared  by  them,  free  of  all  charges  and  dedu^^ions  what- 
cptr»  At  the  refpefti ve  times,  and  in  the  rrfpeflive  proportions  at  which  the 
fiune  ffaaU  be  payable;  which  fhall  be  redeemable  by  the  perfon  or  perfons 
jnefpeAively  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  preference  in  refpefl  of  their  tenure  in 
the  raid  manors,  meffViages,  or  tenements,  at  the  period  to  be  limited  for 
the  redemption  of  the  fame. 

«  4;  RK«o£vfiD,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  Re* 
octverOeAeral  of  each  county,  riding,  or  place,  where  any  fuch  land  tax 
llal)  remaii^  chatrgeable  as  aforefaid,  after  the  fame  fhall  have  been  pur- 
chaJed,  not  m  a  fpecific  charge  oh  any  manors,  meffuages,  or  tenements* 
m  Ibch  pariih  or  place,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  (hall,  before  fuch  land 
tax  fkall  have  become  due  and  payable,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September 
for  the  half  year  ending  on  the  twenty -ninth  day  of  September,  and  on  the 
fixtaenth  day  of  March  foi'  the  half  year  ending  on  the  twenty. fifth  day  of 
March^  in  every  year,  upon  demand,  pay  or  caufe  to  be  paid  to  the  pur- 
dMiltr  or  purchafers  thereof,  or  the  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators,  or  af- 
figna,  ef  filch  purehafer  or  purchafers  refpc£lively,  the  full  amount  of  the 
knd  tax  A>purdhafed,  free  of  all  charges  and  detlu^llons  whatever,  without 
fee  or  reward,  out  of  any  public  monies  in  his  hands,  in  the  manner  to  be 
lanovided-:  And  titat  where  any  purchafe  fhnll  be  made  of  any  land  ta4r»  as 
s  f)>ecilic  charge  on  any  manors,  meffuages,  or  tenements ;  or  where  any 
perfon  efKitkdto  preference,  ihill  have  made  his  option  to  be  confidered 
€d  thefeotiftg  of  ft  third  peribn  purchafing  the  land  tax,  and  any  abater 
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mcnt  ftall  afterwards  take  place  in  the  Turn  lb  charged]  the  Rtceivor^Qe- 
iiera]>  upon  fheproduftion  of  the  certificate  of  ftich  abatement^  pay  the 
full  amount  thereof,  free  of  all  charges  and  dedufUon  whalmrcri  and  Mich- 
out  fee  or  reward,  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  aforefaid,  in  like  mamierp 
and^ot  of  fuch  monies,  and  at  fuch  times  of  payment,  as  it  dtrsfibed  lor 
the  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  land  tax  purchafed  ;  and  thait  in  definlc  of 
fuch  payment  by  the  Receiver  General  or  his  deputy,  the  purch8£er»  or 
die  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators,  or  aflligns,  of  fuch  pucchaicr,  mu^j 
caufe  notice  of  fuch  default  to  be  given  to  the  occupier  of  the  msnofi,  meC-> 
fuages,  or  tenements,  on  which  the  land  tax  Co  purchafed  ihail  be  chsqpdi 
and  fuch  occupier  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  fame  upondemaad,  unkft  be 
ihalJ  have  previoufly  paid  the  fame  for  want  of  fuch  notice  to  the  coUeAor 
of  the  pariih,  or  unlefs  tlie  yearly  value  of  the  cftate  wliereon  fuch  iaodtax 
(haN  have  been  charged  (MjMtihg  fuch  value  by  rack  rents)  and  tbehigh^ 
eft  improvements  made  thereof,  ihall  be  reduced,  fo  that  the  eftate  Hiatt  • 
be  charged  with  a  higher  rate  than  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  on  inch,  fau 
iue,  in  which  cafe  the  occupier  (hall  not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  . 
greater  fum  than  after  the  rate  of  four  (hilliiigs  in  the  pound  oo  fiKh  vahiei 
or  unicfe  the  land  tax  charged  (hall,  by  any  abatement  thereof*  be, reduced 
to  a  fum  lefs  than  the  fum  charged  on  the  fame  manors,  meifuages*  or  te^ 
nements,  at  the  time  of  the  demand,  with  the  like  remedies  for  the  re-* 
covery  as  landlords  may  by  law  have  for  the  recovery  of  rent  in  ariear  f 
and  that,  in  cafe  of  any  diminution  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  to  the  pur* 
chafer  of  any  land  tax,  by  reafon  of  any  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 
e&ate  charged  therewith,  the  purchafer  (hall  have  the  option  of  cvntinu* 
log  to  receive  a  fum  neceflfary  to  complete,  in  each  year,  the ,  whole .  u* 
nual  amount  of  the  fum  originally  purchafed  by  him  ;  or  to  demand  o£ 
and  from  the  CommilTioners  for  the  ReduAion  of  the  National  Debc^.m 
transfer  of  fo  much  capital  Stock  in  the  Three  Pounds  per  Centum  Bank 
Annuities,  as  (hall  yield  an  intereft  exceeding  the  amount  of  fuch  abate^ 
ment  by  one  fifth  part  thereof.  * 

7.  Resolved,  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  conunlttee,  (hatthe  Re* 
cctver  General  of  any  county,  where  any  Land  Tax  (hall  be  purchskfed»  . 
not  as  a  fpecific  charge  upon  any  particular  manors,  meflbagcsy  or  tene- 
ments, in  any  parifh  or  place,  but  a  charge  upon  fuch  pariih  or  place  at 
J  arge,  or  upbn  fuch  part  thereof  as  (hall  continue  chargeable*  (hall  ne^ 
gkA  to  pay  to  the  purchafer  of  any  land  tax,  the  full  amount  of  the  land 
tax  fo  purchafed,  the  purchafer  may  caufe  notice. of  fuch . dc&ult  to  b« . 
given  to  the  CoKeflor  of  the  faid  land  tax,  and  of  his  intention  to  receive 
the  land  tax  in  future  from  fuch  Colle^or  -,  and  on  fuch  notice,  everf 

fuch 
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^di  ffudnttoL  fliall  be  ditltM  to  receive  the  avonsit  of  foch  h^  tu 
inmfiieltColk&or  accordingly  :  or  if  fttch^Keceiver-Gciierali  where  my 
laul  tesimJl  %e  purchafed  as  a  ipccific  charge  on  any  jarticular  cftate  or 
3p  or  whcK  any  land  tax  fliall  be  redeemed  by  the  perfoo  entitled  la 
Vt  who  fliaU  have  made  hit  option  to  be  confidaed  on  the  foodag 
of  a  third  perion  purchafiog  the  land  tax,  and  any  abatement*  fluiU  aftcr- 
«M««c4t  tahe  place  in  the  fiima  fo  charged,  (hall  negkft  to  pay  to  the 
perte  entitled  to  fuch  land  tax  the  foil  anoont  of  fuch  abatement,  (ath 
pwfchafrr  may  cauie  the  iike  notice  to  be  gii'en  to  the  ColleftoTy  to  entitle 
^idliporchafertothe  knd  lax  fo  purchaied  from  Aich  Colleflor  in  tbe 
aaanner  before  direded  {  and  that  fuch  Colkaor,  on  the  prodnftio&of 
ihoeonlraA  of  pnrchafet  (hali  from  time  to  time  pay»  or  cauie  to  be  paid 
to  iheh  purchaier»  the  fill  omnount  of  the  bnd  tax  purchafed,  free  from  all 
(iarget  and  deduftiont  whatever  and  without  fee  or  mrard^  out  of  anj 
imues  in  the  hands  of  luch  ColleAoTy  arifin^  frgm  the  produce  of  the 
land  tax  in  fuch  pariih  or  place*  unleft  fuch  ColMor  (hall,  for  want  of 
Inch  notice  at  aforcfaid,  have  paid  the  whole  of  the  land  tax,  chaiged  t& 
Ibch  parifc  or  place  to  the  Receiver- General  of  the  county. 

I.  RiaOLVEDy  That  it  it  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  that  die  land 
tax  pnrchaied  Ihall  not  be  fubjeii  to  ledemption  until  the  period  when  the 
dividende  artfing  from  the  purchafet  of  Stock  made  by  the  Commifioncn 
for  the  reduftion  of  (uch  part  of  the  National  Debt  which  exifted  prcvioot 
to  the  commeficement  of  the  prefent  war,  dial],  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  laid  AAi  now  in  force,  ceafe  to  accumulate,  and 
be  confidered  at  redeemed  and  in  the  di^wfition  of  Pariiamest  $  and  that 
after  that  penod,  and  at  any  lime  during  three  yeam  then  next  enfoing, 
any  perfon  being  in  the  poflcfison  of»  or  beneficially  entitled  to,  any  ma* 
nort,  mefiiaget,  or  tenements,  charged  with  any  land  tax  u4>ich  Ibalt  have 
been  purchased,  ^U,  in  the  order  in  which  they  ihall  be  refpeffiwriy 
cnlltkd  to  the  benefit  of  redeeming  their  land  taxp  according  to  the  nte 
of  preference  for  fuch  redemption,  be  entitled  to  treat  with  the  Commit 
lionert  to  be  appointed  for  the  redemption  of  fo^h  land  tax,  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  in  fuch  and  the  bke  manner,  in  aU  MfpeAs^  at  faa.aigfat 
have  done  witUn  the  period  to  be  firft  limited )  provided  that  notice 
in  writing  be  given  to  the  Receiver- General,  fpecifying  tbe  Mioont  of  the 
laad  tax  fo  redemed,  who  ihall  caufo  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the 
original  purdufer,  lut  executors,  adminiftratora^  or  affgns  »  and  ail  p^y 
mentf  to  iiich  ordinal  porchaftr»  on  account  of  fudi  land  tax,  ihaH  ceale 
and  dftirmineftwn  the  end  of  the  quarter  of  the  year  nest  cDfiiing  fuch 

pmpcbnfr 
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pQithaft  <  And  that  the  CcMitaiHBoiMrt  lor  the  ndoaion  of  the  NatkAal 
0ebt»  00  ipplkatioo  nade  to  them  by  the  originl  Pnrdiaiery  his  hdrt* 
cBecntarf »  idniaiftntort,  or  afllgns  j  md  on  pradoabn  to  the  faid 
ConmulBoiiers  of  the  ongtnal  Contraft  of  Porchafey  and  of  the  notice  ^ven 
to  ibcfa  |iyrchalbr»  his  heint  esecotort,  adminUbatori)  or  aflignt^  bf 
Uie  ReceiTcr-Ocncnd  of  theifdcmption  of  Aich  hind  tarn,  AaU  either  tnmu 
fet  )to  him  lb  moch  capital  Stock  in  the  Three  Feniids  per  Ccntnai  An- 
mikiiii  ai  Ihall  hare  been  traneferred  by  fnch  orighial  Forchafery  hie 
heire,  fxecaco^t»  adminiftratorty  or  aflignti  aa  the  confidcration  ibr  the 
purcfiaie  of  fiich  land  tax ;  or^  at  his  option,  £>  much  money  as  the  capi* 
fil  Stock  fo  transferred  was  worth  at  the  time  of  the  firft  purchale  t  and 
fttch  contraA  iball  therrapon  be  determhied  and  of  no  fffiefl  s  and  thit 
whenerer  any  hud  tax  pnrcbafed  (hall  be  afterwards  redeemed,  the  ma- 
nors, n|efliiages,  or  tenements  comprized  m  fuch  contraft,  frail  be  wholly 
frerd  and  eaonerated  (rom  the  Und  tax  charged  thereon,  and  from  all  fiir* 
ther  aflefloients  therebf • 

9.  RctoiVED,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  diis  committee,  that  thenon- 
pcrfDrmaace  of  any  contraA  ihall  fubjeft  the  party  to  a  pecuniary  pe<* 
naify,  not  eacecding  one  twentieth  part  of  the  porchafe  money }  and  tha^ 
tHe  Court  of  Exchequer,  on  the  application  of  the  perfon  who  Ihall  haya 
incurred  (bcfa  penalty,  oc  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  be  pre- 
jediced  thereby,  by  petition  to  be  preferred  in  a  fummary  way,  may  en-* 
large  the  time  for  making  good  any  fubiequent  ihftalment  or  inftalmenttf 
and  grant  fucb  relief  to  the  party  or  parties  as  the  faid  Court  frail  ieem 
meet. 

io«  SisoLVED,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committeei  that  if  any 
iStSioBOt  of  land  tax  which  (hall  continue  to  be  char^,  (hall  at  any  timn 
be  fodnd  to  exceed  the  rate  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  on  the  annual  Ta- 
Kie  of  the  manors,  mcfluages,  or  tenements^  the  fame  frail  be  fol^  t9 
in  abatement,  in  the  manncf  in  (Uch  cafes  dirdled  by  the  AA  of  the  pre* 
Tent  k&oa  of  Parliament. 

11.  Rmoxted,  That  it  ta  the  opmioto  of  this  comihittte^  Thatwbeiv 
aoymaaon*  meflnages^  or  tenements,  wbicb  now  ait  rated  togatfafT,  and 
thaigeakle  with  the  payment  of  one  grofs  fum  by  way  cf  hqd  taa^  (hall 
beiepanntdordttidad,  and  oome  into  the  pofleffion  of  difihrant  peribna 
pciar  10 ifriKiiiiewbeiiroch manors,  meffoagea^ or ttnemcnti,  frail beex« 
onarated  thei«from,  then  the  Conmriffionefea  of  Land  IWaAlng  in  and  loir 
the  divtfion  whcitin  inch  knd  tax  (hall  be  charged,  (bll  cade  Ai^b 
Und  tax  afrpoftioooias  hitwcen  fuch  perfroft  re(peaiftly,  ^ouriAng  to 
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The  order  of  the  day  on  which  their  LordAips  vmr^  jfoin- 

ipoaed  to  hear  a  motion  from  Lord  GirnviUev  to  rvgdate 

the  mode  of  proceeding  in  Naturali^tipn  BUI?,  W9sid}dbnicd 

to  Fhday.-*Adjournpd* 


HOUSE  OF  commons: 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott,  the  order  of  the'day  fer  tak* 
|ng  into  cohiideration,  on  the  next  day,  the  Piptitloas  aoinft 
the  Right  of  Ele^ipn  at  Tewkeibury  was  refid  and  difdiaig^ 
ed;  and  thefaid  petitions  were  ordered  to  be  taken  into  oon« 
fideracion  on  Thurfday  fc'nnigbt.  » 

Accounts  were  prefented  to  the  Cuftomi  of  all  ibipa^ntmed 
Ipw^ids  from  Africa. 

The  accounts  moved  by  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  of  the  amount  pf 
the  Impprts  arid  Exports  were  prefented,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

Mr.  Mpinwarfng  prefented  a  Petition  from  the  freehold- 
ers and  Leafeholoers  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Clement  Danes, 
againft  c^rum  cjaufes  in  the  Bill  HQV  pending  in  Parliameor, 
for  widening  and  improving  the  entrance  into  the  .city  by 
Temple-bar,  praying  to  be  hear  by  their  couiifel  In  f^iour  rf 
their  Petition.  Qnfered  tq  be  refei^red  to  (he  cotpmittee  on 
the  laid  BlU.  ^        * 

ASSESSED   TAXES   CONSOLIDATION  Bill'. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  rpad  for  the  fqrthef  con(idenASon 
pf  the  Report  of  the  Confolidated  Afleflcd  J^ix  Bill,  When 
fevera)  Amendments  were  propofed  and  received.  On' die 
Claufe  being  read  fpr  obliging Xandlords  to  give  fecnrity  to  the 
C6lleAors  of  the  Taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  Quties  in 
cafes  where  the  goods  of  the  tenant  w^re  diftraiped  for  rent ; 
it  was  warmly  oppofcd  by 

Sir  fyUilqm  Pulfency^  as  of  :|n  iqnovating  and  dangeroDS 
tendency,  and  as  a  general  and  fweeping  claafe  that  involved 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty. 

The  daufc  was  alfo  oppofed  by  Mr.  J^U^t  and  Sir  Afat- 
tbiwff^^  RuUiy%  as  highly  prejudicial  to  L«Ddt)0klers,.by  giv- 
ing this  decided  preference  to  the  Crown  ^^viiH*.^  ciaiim  of 
every  other  creditor. 

The  CboHceUor  tftbi  Excbe^ir  fm^rted  die  claufe,  and 
contended  that  there  was  nothing  new  in  its  ^ode ticj  t  that 
no(  the  Crown^  but  radier  the  State,  had  always  in  diis  coun- 
try. 
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tryt  and  \CLtfetf  policft^al  fociely,  a  precedency  in  having  its 
kjijm%  acknowledged  and  (attsfied  before  thofe  of  any  private 
JaAykhiaL 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Long  in  fupport  o(the  claufe, 
4)e  Hoofis  di  videdy 

jtyes  (For  the  daufe)        40 
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Majorily  7 

Mr.  7»/^  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  claufc, 
fhat  *•  Nothing  therein  contained  fliould  extend  to  preventing 
landfoHsrfrom  diftraining  for  rent,  and  recovering  it  as  before  * 
•hf  law;*'  thii  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en* 
'grbflcd,'Wtt)  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday  next,  iif  then 
engrofled. 

•  '    "        *  BUDGET. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  poftponed  the  opening  of  the 

Ba(i|pt  till  Weditefday  next. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented  an  account  of  all  the  mili- 
,  tary  appointments  that  had  taken  place  at  Ceylon,  Corfica,  and 

|2k  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

,    ^r.  2>r«jpr  faid,  bethought  the  papers  did  not  convey  an 
.  explicit  and  latisfaaory  account,  as  they  purported  to  be  only 

the  accounts  of  the  War  Office 

Mr.  Dundas  (aid,  he  could  promife  nothing  of  a  more  fatis* 
,  fadiory  nature,  as  the  only  accounts  that  could  be  expeded  on 

tbis  fujbje£i,  could  come  from  no  other  office  than  the  War 
.Dficq.'.    .,. 

'  "On,Ae  motion  of  Mr.^Tiemey,  thofe  papers   were   then 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

,    Mr#  Gunias  next  gave  notice,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 

;nake  a  WPtfon  for  augmenting  the  number  of  officers  of  the 

militiaj^  ^fpd.alfp  for  regulating , the  ipodc  of  ti;^iirfng  Yeo- 
.  man  Cavalry.     ,  .  .      »,,   / 

X.AND  TAX  COMMISSiON£JLS  AT  CoVE^in^y. 

ytri'PTiliefforce  BfrdroCe,  purfuant  to  the  clotice  he  had 
.  gireffdf '(iibitoilting  a  motion  to  the  Houfe  re(]>datng  the 
Ihikflefsbf  thecohimiflioner^«f  the  land  taXyaafaras  they 
refpeded  the  city  and  county  of  Coventry ;  when » that  li^ 
was'infpeded,  the  Houfe  mnft  feel  that  it  was  calculated  to 
affiik  Si  taoff  degrading  and  (hameful  ftigma  on  the  dignity  of 
itif  proceeding;  it  was  tiot  ne<5eflary  for  him  to  enter  into 

any 


aiff  dttat )of  arguments  to  prove  !t ;  k  wduM  doublU^b  r«f^ 
fiee  m  advert  to  the  employments  of  the  perfbo$  whofe  nkmts 
graced  thelift.     Mr.  Bird  then  read  the  following  fotcStiiekt ' 
of  t^  CommiflJoncrs  of  the  Land  Tax  for  CitiVenrty. 
Common  Oay-laboures  %%      Dealers  in  Duag  -^  '        *  ] 

Journeymen  Carpenters  6      Itamplightcr<        •-«         •«       ^ 

Journeyipen  Taylors  —  xi  Turopikemaa  -^  •»  ^ 
Joiiraeymen  Wdtchmakeoy  Dy-  .       Servsmta  to  the  Corporation 

Crt> Coopers, &c.  35      Paupers  receiving  Panih  re-.. 

Journeymen  Woava^  ^3^         Itef        -^        -^        .m<        5^^ 

Coal  Cirriers  —  —  4  Bailiffs  and  Kunnera  .  — •  -  7* 
Colliers  —  —  —  3  Jailors  —  —  .  .^  « 
Scavrngert        —        —  4        Slvotblack  —         j^  j 

Watchmen        —       ^  4.      Herdfman       —  —  ^ 

Dealers  in  Dead  Horlefleih  and  Fidlers  —  -*-  « 

Cat'i  meat        —         —         3      Ideots         —        —        —  *     a 

This  ftatcmcnt  having  been  rcad^  Mr.  W.  Bird  C9helu4ed 
by  moving^  that  additional  Commtflioners  be  appointed  fof 
executing  the  Aft  pafled  this  year  for  levying  the  Land  Tax 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  City  of  Coventry. 

SFr  M.  fFhiti  Ridley  hid,  he  was  willing  to  agreeto  the  proj- 
f  riety  of  the  motion  that  had  juft  been  made ;  but  it  went  to 
make  an  alteration  in  a  law  pafled  this  Seflion,  and  this  he  con« 
ceived  to  be  the  difficulty  that  wouW  prevent  its  being  enter* 
tained  for  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Harrifon  fuggcfted  the  propriety  of  making  a  eeitain 
qualifkaribn  neceflary  to  thofe  who  were  to  be  appoidted 
Commiflioners  of  the  Land  Tax  v  and  as  this  would  bea  neiT 
matter,  he  did  not  imagine  it  would  be  liable  to  tire  objec-r 
tion  that  had  juft  been  ftated  by.  a  Worthy  Baronet. 

Colonel  Smollet  acknowledged  that  he  had  ^inadveitentlj 
given  in  the  lift  in  queftion ;  and  he  thought  that  the  peribaa 
named  in  it  were  as  refpeflable  as  any  who  had  been  sTppmnt- 
cdCommiffioncrs  in  former  years 

Mr.  Z9i?f  was  wiirmg  to  confefs  that  vcAy  improper  pe^ 
Ebiis  had  been  permitted  to  creep  kito  the  lift^  wMcfc  h^  felt 
to  be  difgracefui  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  there  flill  itufaiadl  a 
fufficient  number  fully  qualified  for  executing  the  a£l.  There 
vvasy  thefefore,  in  his  mind',  no  necellity  for  any  new  mea«> 
fure. 

.  The  Maflerofthi  Jlolls  Aiid,  that  the  Houfe  was  h^tiM  m 
iionour  to  wipe  away  the  difgiace  which  it  incurrcd.by  faQCr 
^€Qing  fuch  a  lifti  if  it  could  any  way  be  done  conHfteht 

with 
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wUh  t]^f  niks  of  Parliaioent*^  With  regard  Co  the  Land 
Tax  Bill  that  was  pafled,  oothing  new  could  be  introduced  f 
but,  4US  (l|e  CoUeAprs  of  the  Aflefled  Taxes  were  alfp  Com- 
fnifitoners.Qf  the  Lapd  Tax*  he  thought  fome  new  regulation 
might  be  adopted  concerning  thetn  £1  fome  of  the  itages  of 
the  AffclTed  Tax  Bill. 

The  Sfeahr  obfervcd,  that  there  were  feveral  modies  df 
obviariag  the  difliciiky ;  as  far  as  it  applied  to  the  Aflefled 
Tax  BilF,  there  was  a  claiife  in  that  bill  enabling  Parliament 
to  alter  or  ameiid  it  during  the  exifting  feffion ;  and  there 
was  aUb,  refpeAing  the  Land  Tax  Bill,  a  fimilar  referva^ 
tion  for  amending  it  during  the  feflion.  The  Houfe  muft 
forely  &el  that  its  honour  "Was  at  ftake  inthe.queiUon,  and: 
confequently  there  could  be  but  one  wi(h  to  avert,  as  far  ga 
poffibie,  every  abufe  that  could  tend  to  degrade  it. 

After  m  few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird, 
the  debate  on  this  queftion  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ryder, 
adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

The  Report  on  the  Fred  Ports  Bill  was  further  confider-. 
ed,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Tannera  Bill  was  deferred  tilt . 
Wedncfiiay  next* 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  difpofed  of,  and. 
tlie  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  April  19. 

Their  Lprdihip^f  in  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  heard 
Ml.  Richards,  in  fupport  of  the  claim  of  the  Marquis  of 
Cimnarthen  to  the  Barony  of  Convers. 

The  4it§mij  Gentralf  on  hehalt  of  the  Crown,  requefted 
their  Lordihips  to  grant  fome  loneer  time  for  the  pur pofe  of 
examiaiog  books  of  Peerage,  to  ^e  what  title  the  claimant 
IwcL  The  further  hearing  was  accordingly  put  off  till  Fri- 
day fe!imi^t. 

Some  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  ihe  Commons  , 
aad  ttM^  bilUi  on  the  table  read  through  their  ftaees. 

Beddinglon's  Divorce  Bill  was  put  off  till  U]ke  ncxi  day. 
A#)iiiifd» 


^^■i    M  •    I  ■     I 


.        .  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Trursday,  Jprll  19. 
Sir  Jfytlam  Scott  moved  the  order  of  the  day  otL  the  bill  Ibr 
dedaxing  the  validity  of  his  Majefty's  order  in  Council^  an^ 

for 
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for  allowing  further  time  for  linking  appeals  in  prize  caufcs. 
The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paired. 

Sir  fFilHam  Lemon  moved  for  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  depafture  upon  certain  commons  and  unio- 
clbfed  lands.     Granted. 

TSOMANRY  CAVALRY  ANP-SUPPLEMBNTARY  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  rofe  to  move,  purfuant  to  notice^ 
for  lestve  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  certain  parte  of  tke 
Yeomanry  Cavalry  and  the  Supplementary  Militia*    He 
ftated  that  there  was  a  certain  number  of  Officers  Ropdinted 
in  thefe  corps  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Loras  Lieu*- 
tenants  of  the  counties,  and  in  cafe  of  deficiency,  ap^catioii 
was  to  be  made  to  his  Majdilyt  who'' was  to  give  his  direc- 
tions for  fupplying  fuch  deficiency.    One  of  the  objeds  of- 
the  Bill  which  he  intended,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe, 
to  introduce,  was  to  give  further  power  to  the  Lords  Lteii-* 
tenant^  of  the  counties  to  add  an  additional  number  of  Offi^. 
cers  to  thefe  corps :  there  were  ihany  Officers  of  the  Eaft 
India  fervice  in  this  country,  who  had  come  here  cither  for 
R  time,  on  furlough,  or  who  had  quitted  that  fervice  alto^ 
gether,  whofe  experience  rendered  them  fit  for  the  fervice  in 
thefe  corps,  and  he  intended  that  the  Bill  (hould  contain  r* 
provifion  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fer* 
vices  of  fuch  of  thefe  officers  as  might  be  willing  to  enter 
into  thefe  corps.    Another  provifion  in  the  bill  regarded  the 
ftate  of  thofe  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  Militia,  and  had 
entered  into  the  regular  fervice.     By  a  late  AA  of  Parlia- 
ment his  Majefty  was  enabled  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fervicca 
of  thofe  who  chofe  to  enter,  out  of  the  Militia,  into  the  Re- 
gulars.    In  certain  cafes  it  appeared  that  many  had  fo  done 
before  the  palling  of  the  Ad,  and  that  therefore  they  may 
now  be  reclaimed  by  the  Militia  becaufe  they  entered  before 
the  provifions  of  that  law  enabled  them  fo  to  do.     It  was 
confidered  by  Government  that  thefe  perfons  could  not  be 
more  ufeful  any  where  than  where  they  are,  and  therefore 
the  Bill  provided  that  they  (hall  not  be  reclaimed  or  remove 
ed.  *  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  Supplementary  MHitia 
Ad  be  read,  which  having  been  done,  he  moved  that  leaves 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  dividing  the  Supple- 
mentary Militia  into  regiments  and  battalions;  for  aug^*  . 
menting  the  number  of.  Officers  in  the  field,  and  fop  mak-*  ■ 
iog  other  provifion  refpeding  the  Supplementaiy  Mililia* 
Granted*  !.  i 

1ANI> 
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tAND  tAX  COMMISSIONERS,    COVENTRYt* 

Mr.  H^tlbirforci  Bird  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  which 
was  for  refuming  a  debate  upon  the  fubj^ft  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  L'«n4  Tax  ComtniflSorters  for  the  city,  and  county 
oC  ihc  city  oft  Coventry. 

Xh«  Spfahtr  X^V^9!\n^A  \bc« rules  of  the  Houfc  by  which 
the  regubiniy  ^f  ^b^  proceedings  (hould  be  governed,  as  well 
US' the  <&^  of  them  in  this  cafe.  He  obferved,  alfoj  that 
aUhoiigh  improper  perfons  had  been  infertcd  in  the  Lift  of 
CotnoiiiBoners  for  Coventry,  yet  that  it  was  very  fatisfacr 
tory  iQthciioure,  that  not  one  of  its  Members  had,  in  the 
leait  degree,  jnifcondiuded  himfelf  in  this  cafe ;  and  it  muft 
be  owing  td;  the  lenity  of  the.  Houfe,  that  thofe  who  had 
abuiedthecdnfidence  repofed  in  them,  and  to  whom  the 
i:are  of  mating  out  the  Lift  rwas  entrufted,  if  they  did  not 
feel  the  effeJl  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  Hotife. 

Mr.  ffiH>et/ar£e  Bird  then  moved,  that  leave  bt  civcn  to 
bring. in'ttSiU  to  alter  and  amend  the  Land  Tax  BiU,  as  far 
^s  relates  to  the  •qnalifiuudon  of  the  Commiilioner^.    Granted. 

•^     iSALB  Oif  THb'lANP  TAX. 

The  Chantilhr  ff  the  Exchequer  brought  up  a  bill  for 
making  the  LuitdTaX  perpetual,  fubjefl  to  redemption  and 
purchale  under  certairi  conditions,  &c. 

R^d  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  tiipe.. 
Ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  motion  of  Sir  W.  Pulteney. 

CONSPLIPATBD  ASSESSED  TAX  BILL. 

The  C3>enceihr  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  v^hfeK  was  for  the  third  reading  of  a  Bill  for  repealing 
certath  ckities  orf  Male  Servants,  Hurfes,  Mules,  Dogs,  &c* 
and  f 01^  grafting  other  duties  In  lieu  thereof,  &c. 

He^hbh  ml^Ved^hat  this  bUl^be  now  xead  a  third  time. 

Sir  IVi  Pulteneyoht^tyidf  that  Gdntlemeti  had  not  fo  fully 
entered  int6<^e  detail  of  this  tiW  as  it  merited ;  this  arole 
froih  the  tniftik'i^rof  fuppofing  it  was  Uke  the  other  Bill  in 
ffioft  of  its  ^rbvifions  ;  btit  ir  ^^s  not  fo.  It  differed  eflen-  . 
-iially ;  in  tHe  former  bill,  the  officers  of  Government  left  with 
each  perfoA  to  pay  the  laxes  a  prteted  paper,  to  be  filled  up  by 
fuckperfiui,  tftrf  to  be  callod  for  $ffin  by  fuch  officer.  After- 
'wards  enquiry  was  made  into  the  truth  of  the  return,  and  if 
falfe,  the  party  was  furchareed,  &c.  By  this  bill  nothing  of  this 
kind  was  done ;  it  only  rerarred  to  feveral  other  a£b|  and  the 
•    VpL.  IL  1798.  Yy  houfc 
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houfeholder  had  no  information  whatever  to  guide  him.  It 
would  therefore  be  neceflary,  that  each  houfeholder  ihould. 
In  Older  to  avoid  a  penalty,  have  as  good  knowledge  of  A£ls 
of  Puiiamcnt,  as  a  Gentleman  at  the  Bar.  He*  wiflicd  to 
know  wh?t  the  reafon  was  for  thus  fubjcfiing  houfeholdcrS 
to  this  difficulty.  He  apprehended  that  it  might  materially 
diminifh  the  amount  of  the  Tax.  He  remembered  fome- 
thing  of  this  kind  in  the  Plate  Tax,  and  hardly  any  man  in 
the  kingdom  gave  in  any  lift  at  all ;  the  penalties  of  the  Aft 
could  not  be  enforced,  and  the  tax  was  utterly  abandoned. 
The  omiflion  of  the  paper  delivered  under  the  former  AQi 
feemed  to  be  for  the  piirpofe  of  faving  trouble  to  the  collcS- 
ing  officer.  There  might  be  fome  perfons  who  looked  to 
pothing  but  the  colledlon  of  the  Revenue  ;  but  Bills  of  Rc- 
venue,  as  well  as  other  bills,  ought  to  be  drawn  to  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  that  Houfe,  not  for  the  convenience  of  the  ga- 
therers of  taxes  ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  that  this  bill 
fhould  be  delayed  for  a  day  or  two,  to  fee  whether  any  thing 
could  be  done  to  improve  it.  The  good  himiour  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  in  bearing  all  their  taxes,  was  very 
much  to  be  commended ;  and  it  was  the  particular  di^ty  of 
the  Houfe,  to  fee  that  taxes  Ihould  be  collected  in, a  way  that 
was  as  little  burthenfome  as  poffible. 

Mr.  Ro/e  faid,  the  honourable  Baronet  was  mlftaken  in  his 
conception  of  the  AS,  becaufe  the  officers  of  Government 
were  ordered  by  it  to  do  exaftly  what  they  were  ibund  to  dp 
under  the  former  Aft.  The  difference  which  led  the  honour- 
able Baronet  to  the  miftake  was,  that  the  officers  whom  he 
confidered  as  officers  of  government, were  only. parochial  officers* 
The  new  provifion  arofe  from  there  having  been  a  fcandalous 
and  palpable  evafion  of  the  doty  in  various  inftances.  ,Uip- 
der  the  Cavalry  A61,  not  one  half  of  the  horfes  that  plight 
to  have  been  returned  were  returned  in  feveral  dldriOs  ;  anil 
it  was  in  confequence  of  thefe  fcandalous  evaGpns  that  thcfe 
provifions  were  made.  As  to  the  obfervattons  pn  the  tax  on 
plate,  they  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe,  for  there  was  130 
compulCon  upon  any  individual  to  make  the  return  ;  and  the 
Legiflature  had  never  thought  of  anything  fO;har(has  fub-- 
jediing  it  to  the  furvey  of  the  Excife ;  and  the  colleaion  becon^ 
ing  impra&icahle,  it  was  abandoned.;  but  this  plan  was  on  the 
fame  pr'mciple  as  other  taxes,  of  tho  coUeding  of  wbi^  he 
had  nor  vet  heard  any  complaint.    ' 

Sir  fT,  Pulttmy  was  ftill  of  opinion  tliat  this  Bilt  ought  to 
be  delayed  a  few  days,  and  that  it  ought  to  lieprint^d  with 

tho 
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the  Amendments;  and  therefore  he  moved,  that  inftead  of 
•*  now»"  "  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  on  Tuefday  next." 

The  ChanctLlor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  would  fcc6nd^.thc 
motion^  to  give  ihc  honourable  Baronet  an  op|)ortunity  of  ex- 
amining the  B  11  a  little  more  atrentively,  and  then  he  would 
fkiA  there  was  no  ground  for  his  objeflion.  He  was  dcGrous 
ihat  every  Member  (Kould  loc^k  at  the  Bill.  He  was  fure 
when  the  hoiioural)le  Baronet  had  taken  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
i^ig  and  coiifiderlng  the  amendments  to  the  Bill  made  m  the 
commillcc,  he  would  not  objcS  to  it.fo  decidedly  as  he  had 
that  evening  done.  He  wiihed  every  Member  of  that  Koufo 
to  know  what  were  the  provifions,  and  underhand  fully  the 
nature  of  every  Bill  that  was  brought  forward  ;  but  he  mud 
fijiy,  that  the  i)^»iiourable  Baronet  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
have  confidcrcd"  the  prcfent  fubjefl  with  his  ufual  vigilance. 
The  tSt&.  of  the  claufe  which  had  been  the  topic  of  diC- 
^uffion  would  he  to  ficnplify  the  mode  of  colledion,  and 
aflift  the  officers  of  Government  and  of  the  pari/hes  in  a 

Erompt  and  efficacious  difcharge  of  their  duty.  This  the 
onoutable  Baronet  often  wiflied  might  be  done.  *^  I 
hope,"  concluded  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "  the 
honourable  Baronet  will  pot  in  future  be  very  forward  to 
call  Bills  that  have  been  framed  in  the  fpirit  of  genuine  foil- 
'  citude  for  the  honour  of  the  individual  and  the  benefit  of  the 
revenue,  vexatious  reftraints  on  the  people,  or  capable  only  of 
protoking  initation  in  the*  public  mind.  Thefe  unguarded 
cxpreffions,  though  arifing  from  zeal  for  the  general  welfare, 
are  confide rably  dangerous,  and  in  endeavouring  to  promote 
the  interefts  of  the  community,  thofc  who  ufe  them  but  excite 
falfe  and  vicious  alarms,  or  a  diftruft  in  the  honour  and  judice 
of  GoTCfnment.  Perfedtly  to  underftand  any  roeafure  men 
niuft  clofely  apply  themfelves  to  the  (ludy  of  all  its  circum-* 
llances,  and  of  its  probable  effedts,  as  the  fafety  or  eafe  of  in- 
dividuals can  only  be  promoted  by  Arid  impartial  attention  to 
thofe  meafures  which  mud  a£Fe£t  them  ;  not  by  the  hady, 
warm,  and  incongruous  exprefljqns  on  a  fubjedt  that  has  not 
been  fully  or  candidly,  coniideied." 

The  motion  being  put,  the  third  reading  was  poftponed  to 
Tuefday  ;  aiid  the  Bill  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ALIEN   BILL. 

The  Sollchor  General  moved  the  brdcr  of  -the  isLj  on  the 

Alien  Bill.     The  order  being  read,  he  moved  tl\at  it  be  dif- 

charged.  This  he  faid,  he  did  for  the  purpofe  of  eoing  ^ntothe 

committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  Bill  on  £k;ndaj  nett. 

Y  y  a,        '  Mr. 
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Mr.  'j^nii  faid,  that  all  he  begc^ed  was  to  have  a  day  fixed" 
and  ftuck  to  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft.  He  had  lliewn 
the  learned  Genilcroan  fomc  claufes  which  he  thonghr  necef- 
(pry.  He  then  received  fomc  informaiion  on  this  fbbjcdb 
what  bad  happened  that  day  he  foretold  as  likely  to  happexi. 
He  was  one  of  thofe  men  who  were  upright  and  downright, 
ixA  cared  for  nothing  bat  the  fafety  of  their  country.  He  ha^ 
beard  there  were  emigrants  in  this  country  who  fecneted  arms. 
The  fa^  was  proved.  He  did  not  wiih  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
now  upon  the  fubjedl :  the  day  was  fixed  and  it  fliould  be 
ftuck  to. 

The  Secretary  at  ff^ar  faid,  it  was  pofEble  to  be  a  little  too 
hafty  on  the  fubjc£k  of  thcfe  emigrants.  Some  perfons  con- 
founded all  foreigners  wiifh  Frenchmen,  and  all  Frenchmen 
with  emigrants.  He  kdew  nothing  of  what  had  been  hinted 
ait,  as  having  pafled  the  preceding  day,  except  what  he  had 
fcen  in  the  newfppcrs,  and  what  he  had  heard  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State.  But^  as  to  the  perfon  apprehended,  his  ftory 
inigbl  be  true,  and  the  ereat  probability  was,  that  he  was  not 
a*a  emigrant.  He  wimed  to  guatrd.  agalnft  a  mifconceptiort 
tipon  this  fubje<S  :  by  emigrants  he  dK>uld  underftand  thofe 
Who  left  Prance  in  confequence  of  the  Revolution.  To  call  al! 
Frenchmen  emigrants  was  erroneous.  There  were  many  here 
^ho  came  before  the  Revolution.  There  were  many  fet- 
tled here  as  fervants  and  hair-dreffers,  and  iii  various  low  em- 
ployments. It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  their  occupations 
were  known,  in  order  that  we  fliould  judge  on  whom  fufpi- 
cion  ihould  rationally  fall.  We  fliould  be  careful,  certainly^ 
but  vve  fliould  not  be  tco  ready  Coentertain  falfe  apprehenfinns; 
becatife  a  due  obfervance  of  this  point  was  connedled  with  the 
credit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  he  meant  to  take  the  emigrants  from  Janu- 
ary, I703>  and  diftinguifli  the  cood  from  the  bad. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  he  had  paid  great  attention  to  thi^ 
^ueftioo,  and  the  obfervations  of  the  preceding  night  required  st 
confiderahle  degree  of  attention.  The  objedi  of  the  law  ought 
to  be,  to  give  fecurity  to  the  country  with  as  litde  oppreffioii 
as  poffible  to  iiidividuals.  That  required  more  attention  than  he 
h^d  been  hitherto  enabled  to  give  it,  and  the  Houfe  would 
take  care  to  do  no  iojury  either  to  the  country  of  to  indivi* 
duals. 

Committee  tipon  the  Bill  poAponed  to  Tuefday. 

HOLIDAYS  At  the  CUSTOM  HoysE, 

On  the  Mcfticn  for  the  thir4  reading  of  the  BiM  for  abo- 

mhing 
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liftitng  certain  holidays^  and  regulating  certain  attendances!  &c« 
at  the  Caftom  Hoofe, 

Mr-  Harrifon  obferved,  that  he  had  conmianicated  to  the^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchecfuer  a  defire  that  there  (hotiid  be  a 
claufe  in  the  Bill  to  give  in  a  Hfl  at  the  beginning  of  every 
Seffion  of  Parliament  of  fnperannuated  perfons ;  to  which  the 
Minifter  aflented,  and  promifed  to  tatce  care  that  fuch  a  pro-* 
▼ifion  ftiould  be  made  in  the  Bill ;  but  the  Bill  was  now 
about  to  be  read  a  third  time  without  that  proTifion",  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  £xche<}uer  was  not  in  the  Houfe*  Mr.  • 
Harrifon  therefore  propofed  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Rofe  aflured  the  honourable  Member,  that  the  claufe 
was  omitted  by  mere  inadvertence,  but  would  thank  him  if  he 
^ouM  not  now  prefs  it,  becaufe  he  fliould  have  a  ftronge  rone 
to  propofe  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  hereafter. 

The  claufe,  therefore,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  further 
proceeding  upon  the  Bill  was  adjourned  until  the  next  day. 

The  %ufe  in  a  Committee  ;  the  Chairman  was  direded  to 
move  the  Houfe,**thar  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  forcon- 
rinuing  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the  Aft  of  the  35th  of  hi!l 
prefent  Majefty,  on  the  Herring  Fiftiery." 
'  The  farther  confideration  of  the  Bill  to  prevent  treating  at 
eledions,  was  deferred  to  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Deferred  the  other  orders  of  the  day. — Adjourned. 


,  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  jtpril  ao. 

^  Boddington's  divorce  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  after  ctir 
dence  had  been  heard  to  pcove  the  adultery. 

twisleton's  divorce  bill. 

Counfel  were  heard  at  the  Bar  on  Twifleton*s  Divorce 
Bill.  The' marriage  and  fubfequent  adultery  were  proved,  as 
alfo  a  deed  of  fcparation,  bearing  date  the  17th  of  June,  1794, 
which,  it  was  contended,  w^  not  attended  with  any  circum- 
ftances  of  collufion,  nor  was  it  contra  bonos  mores,  and  confe- 
quently  no  bar  to  a. divorce. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  flefired  to  know  if  they  were  prepared 
to  give  evidence,  touching  the  conduft  of  the  parties,  prior  to 
tiie  execution  of  the  deed,  and  of  the  circumftances  which  kd 
to  the  fcparation,  as  the  Houfe  might  be  probably  anxious  for 
information  on  thefe  uoiots. 

The  Honourable  mc.  Twiflcton  was  then  caOed,  and  be- 
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iog  duly  fwoni»  fiatcd,  that  his  wife's  extravagance  had  reduced 
htm  almoft  to  poverty  ;  that  his  remoii  ft  ranees  only  inflamed 
a  temper^  naturally  bad,  ftill  more ;  and  that  iheat  Iciigtb  told 
him  flie  was  determined  to  ga  upon  die  ftage»  where^  ibe 
knew  ihe  poffeQcd  talents  to  fupport  herfelf  in  affluence. 
This  rcfolution  of  lier*s  he  ftrongly  oppofed,  and  declared^* 
that  if  (he  perfevered  in  it,  he  would  not  live  with  her.  She, 
however^  defpifed  his  authority,  and  went  to  Mr*  Harris,  the 
'pcopietor  of  Covent-garden  theatre,  toappLy  for  an  engagement 
witliout  his  knowledge,  in  confequence  of  which  the  deed 
was  executed,  fince  which  he  never  cohabited,  correfponded^or 
had  any  coAneAion  whatever  with  her,  or  even  faw  her  he  be- 
lieved, except  once  paflTing  through  the  ftreets  in  a  carriage. 

'  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  hoped,  that  fomc  ferthor  evidence 
would  be  required.  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  ftated,  that  there 
was  ifTue  of  the  marriage,  one  child :  it  had  appeared,  however, 
that  there  was  a  fecond  child.  Thefe  children  were  within 
the  poflible  line  of  fucceffion  to  a  Peerage  ;  and,  tlierefbre,  be 
thought  fome  evidence  fliould  be  given  of  the  time  of  their 
birth,  to  remove  any  doubt  or  fufpicion  that  might  be  enter- 
tained of  their  legitimacy* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fubmitted  it  to  the  noble  Duke,  to 
whom  he  gave  full  credit  for  the  humane  motive  that  induced 
him  to  fugged  the  necefiity  of  going  into  evidence  of  the  child- 
rens  legitimacy,  whether  the  adopting  that  idea  would  not  de- 
feat the  very  purpofe  his  Grace  aimed  at?  '  It  would  not  only 
raife,  but  fervc  to  fprend  and  confirm^  a  report  highly  injuri- 
ous to  the  children,  and  which  otherwifc,  was  not  very  likely 
to  be  entertained  hereafter.  Neither  could  it  be  of  any  p^f- 
iihle  ufc,  as  no  evidence  to  the  point  of  legitimacy  given  at 
their  Lord(hips^  bar  could  be  produced  in  any  court  di  Law, 
any  more  tlian  a  voluntary  affidavit  fworn  before  a  magiftrate, 
which  fome  perfons  fooliihly  imagined  could  be  .given  in  eyi* 
dence.  There  was  no  queftion  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  children 
before  the  Houfe  ;  if  the  noble  Duke,  therefore,  chofe  to  pcifift 
in  hisohjeftion,  the  only  way  that  could  be  rcforted  to,  would  be 
for  his  Grace  to  move  to  ftrike  out  fuch  claufes  in  the  Bill, 
when  in  the  committee,  as  he  ihould  think  improper,  or  un- 
fupported  by  evidence.  Notice  was  taken  of  Mr.  Twifslcton*s 
child  in  the  preamble'of  the  Bill,  and  confcqucndy  any  im- 
putation of  poffible  illegitimacy  would  wear  away  long  bciprc 
the  child  was  likely  to  become  a  claimant  for  a  Peerage,  whereas 
the  mode  propofcd  of  going  into  evidence  upofi  that  fubje£l  was 
rather  calculated  to  raife  and  perpetuate  a  doubt  or  rauMOur 
upon  it. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Norfolk  f  aid,  he  had  not  heard  any  QTgomcnt 
ft rong  enough  to  remove  his  conviftion,  that  their  Loidlhi{« 
ought  to  have  the  legitimacy  of  the  children  proved  hy  evi- 
dence. If  therefore  the  parties  were  not  then  prepared  ti> 
produce  witnefles  to  that  point,  though  he  did  not  mean  to 
prcfs  the  matter  further  for  the  prefenr,  yet  if  in  the  next  ftage- 
of  the  bufineis  evidence  was  not  brought  forward  to  eftaWiih' 
the  Icgiiimacy,  he  tvould  certainly  put  a  queftion,  and  take 
the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  (ut  the 
rJuke  of  Norfolk's  defire)  for  Tuefdoy  next. 

jiia  majesty's  message. 
A  tneflage  was  hrouglit  down  from  his  Majcfty,  of  the  fame 
tenor  as  that  to  the  Houfoof  Commons,  which,  being  read* 
was  as  follows  ; 

GEORGE  H.  ^ 

Hk  Majcfty  ttrifkks  it  proper  to  aci(ualnt  tb^  Houfe  cf  Lords,  that  from 
vartooi  advicet  received  by  hit  AIaj«fty,  it  appears,  that  th«  preparation% 
for  the  embarkation  of  troops  and  warlike  ftorcs  are  now  carried  on  with 
confiderabtc  and  incVeafing  afiivity  in  the  ports  of  France,  Flander«9  and 
Holland^  with  the  avowed  defi»n  of  atftnipring  the  iavafion  of  His  Mai 
jeily*s  dominions  ;  and  that  in  this  defign  the  enemy  is  encouraged  by 
the  correfpondence  and  commuriicaiion  of  traitorous  and  difalFe^^ed  ptr- 
fians  and  focietie^  of  thcfe  kin^^doms.  His  Majei^y  plnct-s  the  firmcft  rr« 
Ijajicc»  under  divine  Providence,  on  the  biavery  of  his  fleets  and  armies* 
and<withe  zeal«  public  i'pirit,  and  unftinken  courage  cf  his  faithful  peo« 
phi  already  m^mifcfled  in  the  volDOtiry  exertions  of  all  ranks  of  H  t 
Majefty*s  fubje^s,  for  the  general  defence,  and  more  than  ever  neccflTary 
at  a  moment  when  they  are  called  upon  to  contend  for  the  prcfervation  of 
^all  thkt  is  iitnr  to  them. 

Hit  Majefly,  in  piirfuancf  of  the  ASk  pafled  in  the  laft  Seflion  of  Far- 
liament,  fcr  railing  a  providonal  fi>rce  of  Cavalry,  has  thought  it  right  tsi 
give  dIre-51ions,  that  the  faid  Cavalry  Aiould  be  drawn  out  and  embo- 
tlied.  And  it  is  alfo  HI*  Majcfty's' intention  to  order  the  part  not  yet 
caibodied  of  the  Augmentation  madtr  to  the  Militia  under  the  A6ls  of  tht 
iaA  SeilkiD,  to  be  forthwith  drawn  out  and  embodied,  in  purfuanceof  Hi| 
Majefty*s .  conimuuication  already  maJe  to  t4ie  Houfe  of  Comizioni  om 
diis  {ubjt&* 

HU  Maje^  feels  it  iocAimbent  on)  him  to  make  the  fulleft  uft  of  the 
ftXiuifiirf  meant  already  provided  by  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  for  the 
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national  defence.  But  be  feeU  ir,  at  the  fame  time,  under  the  circutn' 
ftancet  which  he  has  ftatcd,  indifpcnfiWy  neccflary  to  recommend  k  to 
t^he  Hoiife  of  Lords  to  confider,  without  delay,  of  fuch  furthei*  meafum 
as  may  enable  his  Majedy  to  defeat  the  wicked  machin^tionft  of  difaffefted 
perfons  within  tbefc  realmsy  and  to  guard  ?gainft  the  defignt  of  the  amny 
^kher  abroad  or  at  home.  G.  R» 

Lord  Grenvillerok  and  faid,  that  the  melTage fo  fully  ex- 
plained the  points  to  which  the  attention  of  their  Lordlbips 
was  dire£led,  and  the  condudl  which  they  were  called  upoa  to 
adopt,  in  the  circum(lanccs  to  which  it  referred,  was  fo  6bvi« 
ouft  that  he  could  ^dd  nothing  to  ir»  and  he  fliould  fay  but  a 
¥ery  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  Addrefe  of  his  Majefty, 
which  be  fliould  have  the  honour  to  propofe.  The  firm  de« 
termination  which  their  Lordfliips  had  exprefled  on  former 
occafions,  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  the 
independence  of  the  country,  left  no  room  to  doubt  that  they 
woald  enter  moft  cordially  into  every  meafor^  hj  which  tfacfe 
great  obje£b  were  to  be  fccured.  They  were  now  called  upon  to 
give  another  pledge  to  the  principles  which  they  had  profefied. 
They  were  callect  upon  to  demonftrate,  that  their  fpirit  and 
their  energy  rofe  with  the  danger  io  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed. 

In  proportion  as  the  preparations  of  the  enemy  to  invade  the 
country  advanced,  in  proportion  as  their  defigns  of  infatiable 
ambition  and  rancorous'  hoftility  were  matured,  they  would 
find,  in  the  Parliament  and  Councils  of  this  country,  new  vi« 
gour  to  reCft  their  attempts,  and  increafed  vigilance  to  defeat 
their  machinations.  They  had  openly  avowed  their  invete- 
rate animofity  to  this  country,  artd  exprelled  their  determina- 
tion not  to  reft  fatisfied  but  with  the  tot^l  overthraw  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  the  deftru£^ipn  of  all  our  civil  and  religious 
eftablilbraents.  In  guarding  againft  the  open  hoflility  of  an 
fnpmy  abroad,  their  Lordfliips  would  likewife  extend  tl>eir  vi- 
gilance to  check  the  hopes  which  they  entertain  from  their 
abettors  here.  They  would  exert  that  vigour  and  that  aotho- 
lity  which  belonged  to  them,  to  difappoint  the  expeftations  of 
affiftance  which  they  entertained  from  the  co-operation  of  &C- 
tious  dcmagojgues,  and  the  exertion  of  their  hireliogs  in  tbts 
country.  He  (hould  fsiy  nothing  farther,  therefore,  in  fupport 
of  the  Addrefs.  The  meafure  which  he  meant  to  pi^^pofe-aftev 
the^  Addrefs  was  difpofed  of,  was  one  which  their  anceftors 
bad  often  adopted  in  cales  of  f^  lefs  ui]gency  and  danger  thai\ 
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^le  pnrfent.  He  iboaldtherefbce  content  iitadfiBlfwUfa  inov- 
ingtlic  Addref$. 

The*  Addrcfs  was  an  echo  of  the  MeOage. 

The  qaeftion  bei»g  put  it   was  carried  nemh§e  dsffixfi- 

It  waft  (km  down  by  a  nie^ge  to  the-CommonSf  requeftiqg 
their  concurrence  ro  it  as  a  joint  Addrefs. 

Lord  Grrnviili  then  prefcnted  the  Bill  ;  he  iatd  at  was  pre^ 
cifely  the  fame  with  thofe  Bills  which  the  Hoofe  had  pafled  on 
fforowF  occafioDS,  except  that  it  contamed  a  daufe  in  f^^vour 
of  tbofe  ind'tvidoalt  already  in  cuftody,  as  it  (Maoivides  that  tlve 
triaU  Off  perfons  againft  whom  Bills  of  Indtdlment  are  founds 
(hottld  Clot  be  poAponed  by  its  operation* 

Xhe.^iH  was  read  a  (irfl  time,  and  is  entitled  a  ^  Bill  to  eiw 
able  hifi  Majefty  to  jtrreii  and  detain,  for  a  limited  time,  fuch 
peribns  as  he  may  fufpe£t  are  con^piiiag  againft  his  perfon  and 
govcTTiHient/' 

>  The  Bill  was^sad  a  iecond  time  and  committeiL  The  pe* 
noi  of  its  doration  was  fixed  for  the  fir  ft  of  February  next.  Af- 
Ser  haviag  been  engrofled,  it  was  re^  a  third  time,  smd  pafled 
unanifQouilf* 

Upon  the  morioir  of  Lord  XSnenville,  ievend  negolatiotis  co- 
i^ie^iDg  Alien  Bills  wore  agreed  to. 

The  JUimfe  aiD^med  till  the  next  day« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FripAY,  jtfril  20. 

Mr*  Secretnry  Dundas  brought  up  the  two  Bills  which  he 
%ad  lately  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  ;  the  one  for  augment- 
ing ihtf  number*  of  officer?  in  the  Military  Corps';  die  other 
for  the  better  training  of  the  yeomanry  Cavalry.  Both  Bills 
were  ttad  a^jfirfl*  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  lecood  time  on 
Mo»Kiay  Ttext. 

A  ftHftionwftsSiiro  made  for  having  diem  printed,  which  was 
agree<}to. 

The  Hferring  Fifticry  Bill  wai  read  a  firft  time,  and  or- 
dered 10  be  read  a  fe.cond  time  on  Monday. 

The  adjourned  debate,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Coijfo- 
lidated  ASdki  Tax  Bill,  was  further  adjourned  till  Tuefday 
xiext. 
'(General  fFktpoU^  at  die  requeft  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^ 
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^deferred  his  Motion  refpeAing  the  Maiooos  until  Tu^aj 
fc*nnight. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  brought  op  a  Meflage  fnom  His 
Majefty»  the  fame  in  efie£k  as  that  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lonk. 

As  ibon  as  the  mcflage  had  been  read  from  the  chair^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  rofe  and  moved,  that  an  humble  Ad* 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  thanking  htm  fer 
bis  mod  gracious  communication  ;  and  auTuring  his  Majefty 
that.the  Houfe  would  proceed  without  delay  to  a  confideration 
of  the  important  matter  it  contained ;  and  that  they  would  bc^ 
ftow  on  it  all  the  attention  which  buiinefs  of  fuch  ferious  mo- 
ment  fo  naturally  required.  He  was  not  difpofed  to  think, 
that  at  ^  moment  like  the  prefent,  the  Addrefs  he  had  to  pro- 
pofe  would  meet  with  a  fipgle  diflenting  voice. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  read  the  Addrefs^  which  was»  as  ufual,  an 
echo  of  the  M'^ffage. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rofe  and  faid,  I  believe  it  impc^ble*  Sir, 
for  any  man  who  views  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country  and 
who  views  it  in  the  fame  light  as  I  do,  to  imagine  that  1  now 
rife  to  oppofe,  in  any  manner  or  (hape,  the  Addrefs  that  has 
been  juft  propofed  to  the  Houfe.  Had  I  been  prefent  on  • 
former  occafion,  when  *  a  Bill  for  the  better  defence  of  the 
country  was  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
(Mr.  Dundas)  1  moft  certainly  would  have  given  it  my  moft 
cordial  and  zealpus  fupport ;  ana  in  thus  giving  it  all  the  coun- 
tenance that  I  could  lend  to  any  meafure,  I  would  not  coiifi- 
der  the  Houfe  as  conferring  any  new  or  entraordinary  power 
ppon  the  Crown,  or, any  more  that  is  already  veiled  by  hw 
in  the  Royal  Prerogative, 

y/e  all  know,  that  in  cafes  of  great  and  alarming  emcr^ 
gency,  his  Majefty  is  armed  vvith  the  pow<T  of  calling  forth 
^11  the  (Irength  and  energy  of  his  fubjeds,  and  if  In  any  or- 
dinary riot  and  confufion,  a  conflable  may  call  for  aiCftsmce 
from  every  ope  around  htm,  can  it  properly  be  fuppofed, 
that  on^n  occafion  of  extreme  and  general  peril,  his  Nlajcfty 
vrould  be  contended  to  be  a  mere  looker  on  ?  and  when  his 
Majefty  feels  it  neccfliry  thus  to  aroufe  and  exert  all  the 
l^rength  find  refources  of  his  kingdom?,  however  we  may  co- 
operate—whatever fervice  we  may  afford  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion, wc  only  fulfil  that  duty  which,  by  the  oath  of  all^iance, 
we  are  bound  to  perform.  But  however  penetrated  thecoun- 
KX  ^^y  be  v^ith  the  .^enfc  of  the  danger  that  ^waits  us,  how- 
ever 
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ever  ardent  the  fpirit  diat  novr  begins  to  arife,  yet  I  cannot 
but  breatlie  a  wilh»  that  fomething  were  fuperadded  by  the 
Hoofe  to  kindle  the  zeal  and  animate  the  codrage  of  the 
people ;  without  which^  I  fear^  neither  can  be  warmed  to  that 
g^ow  and  ardour  to  which  they  ihou!d  be  raifed  on  fo  trying 
an  occafioD — for  it  is  no  ordinary  occaGouy  Sir ;  the  dangers 
that  threateh  us  are  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, BO  common  fpirit  that  can  embolden  us  to  encounter 
them.  1  rejoicemoft  fincerely ,  indeed,  to  fee  thh  fpirit  now 
begin  to  artfe ;  but  while  I  thus  rejoice  at  beholding  its  firft 
biuffts,  yet  that  joy  is  damped  by  obferving  the  too  general 
prevalence  nf  a  certain  degree  of  fupinenefs,  a  certain  tardi- 
nefs  and  heiitation  to  a^,  which  I  hope  the  cheering  voice 
of  the  Houfe  will  roufe  and  ftimulate,  or  which  its  own  ac- 
tivity will  fupply.  That  any  fuch  tardinefs  or  hefitation 
ihould  prevail,  mud  be  furely  matter  of  no  fmall  furprif&~- 
does  not  the  coming  danger  threaten  us  all  ?  Are  we  not 
all  intere(led  in  the  iflue  of  the  event  ?  Yet,  as  far  as  I  can 
hear  and  obferve,  there  are  many  who  mak,e  this  threatened 
invafion  a  mere  topic  of  converfation,  or  idle  difcuRion ; 
they  feem  to  treat  it  as  a  fubje£l  of  amufement  or  curiofity, 
and  appear  eager  for  its  arrival,  as  if  they  were  to  gaze  on  it 
as  on  fome  ilrange  phenomenon,  or  as  if  they  were  to  enjoy 
it  as  a  mere  (ho>Va  not  tremble  at  it  as  a  real  peril.  Far» 
however,  be  it  from,  me  to  fuppofe  that  this  doubtful  difpo* 
ifition,this  abfence  of  manly  alacrity,  proceeds  from  any  fuch 
motive  as  difafiefiion,  or  from  any  fuUen  and  ill-timed  re* 
lentment  of  the  wrongs  and  fufferings  which  the  people 
may  feel  (and  in  my  opinion  very  juftly)  againft.  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniftcrs ;  to  whom, .  perhaps,  they  may  as  juftly  at« 
tribute  them  ;  but  that  want  of  fjpirit  and  alacrity  which  I 
lament,  is  occafioned  by  a  fort  of  fupinenefs,  and  a  relu£l- 
ance  to  believe  the  real  danger  of  their  fituation,  to  which* 
therefore,  they  are  not  duly  alive.  An  evident  fymptom  of 
this  fupinenefs,  and  difbelief  of  the  perils  that  hang  over  us, 
appears  in  the  flow  progrefs  of  Voluntary  Contributions  ; 
to  this  me^fnre  I  have  profefled,  and  (lill  profefs,  myfelf  a 
friend-*  and  the  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  recolle£f^  that  fuch 
-were  tht  featiments  I  exprefTed  when  1  had  the  honouptof 
making  a  motion  for  fufpeoding  the  palling  of  the  AlTeiTedTax  . 
BUI*  At  that  time  I  recommended  the  adoption  of  a^me^ure 
liinilar  tothe  voluntary  contribution,  and  I  recommended  it  as 
a  temporaiy  fubftitutefor  the  AiTefled  Tax  Bill :  and th^ prin- 
cipally, b^aufe  it  could  no^  fail  to  afford  an  opportuoit|r  of 
our  giving- fome  pra^cal  pledge,  fome  flrikingand  une'qmvo* 
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cz\  proof t  thict  on  one  pointy  at  teaft,  we  wrfe  aU  ttnnimomy 
to  leave  room  for  this  maiiifeftation  of  our  uflanimity,  I 
f hen  moved  tllat  the  Aflefled  Tax  Bill  might  be  fufp^ded 
for  one  moofb ;  my  motion,  a&  uftia!,  was  unfoccefsful  ^  but 
finceraty  tmaj  do  I  feel,  that  a  learned  Friend  of  mine,  wlio 
voted  with  me  on  that  oocafion^  and  who  took  a  flare  in  the 
d^te^  (boold,  fince,  have  revihsd  the  meafure  of  Vbhmtarf 
Gontributiony  as  a  miferable  expedient,  a  mere  fending 
round  a  beeging^box*  He  furely  cannot  have  imagined, 
that  when  I  endeavoured  to  fufpend  the  AflfeiTed  Tax  Bill 
for  one  month,  I  was  not  equally  fincere  in  my  wilhes  tcf 
try  the  effeft  of  a  voluntary  eontribntiony  which  I  before 
fQCoaMsended.  What  opinion  could  he,  or  the  Houfe^  or 
myfelf,  entertain  of  my  confiftency,  if,  after  failing  in  my 
firft  objed,  1  ihould  immediately  turn  (hort,  and  join  with 
diem  in  relating  the  very  meafure  I  before  approved^  and* 
breaking  it  as  begging-box  bufmefs,  which,  however,  I  had 
eonfefled  myfelf  aniiious  to  try  as  the  beft  modt;,  ia  my  opi'- 
nkm,  of  obtaining  a  pradical-  pledge  of  our  unanimity,  In 
ptoviding  every  tneans  of  refiftance  to>  the  infolent  menaces^ 
and  attempt  of  the  enemy.  Had  I  been  in  the  Houfe  at  the 
time  the  meafure  I  propofed  had  been  thus  reviled,  it  wouk> 
have  grieved  me  to  have  heard  it  ftigmatiaed  in  fudi  lan- 
guage ;  iad^  I  could  have  (caicely  remain  Client  and  per* 
soitted  it  to  pa&  onreproved.  Nor,  when  I  hinted  at  the 
propriety  of  firft  trying  a  voluntary  contribution,  wat  h 
merely  the  money  it  might  produce  I  had  in  view ;  it  waa 
the  difpofition  and  fentiments  that  fliould  prompt  and  pn>» 
fnote  it,  to  which  I  was  anxbua  t»  attend*.  I  am  likewife 
forry  that  there  arc  many  names^  which  I  da  not  yet  behold 
in  the  lift  of  the  Voluntary  ContribnticHi ;  but  while  I  ex- 
prefs  this  my  regret,  at  its  not  having  obtained  their  coun- 
tenance and  encouragement,  I  by  no  means  think  it^fbouM 
be  inferred,  that  thofe  who  have  not  as  yet  fubfcribed,  are 
kfsdifpofed  than  thbfe  who  have,  to  concur  in  theprepara* 
tion  of  thofe  vigorous  meafures  of  defence,,  when  they  dearly 
fee  an4  fnfly  feel  their  neccffity ;  as  to  their  apparent  apathy^ 
I  do  not  feel  the  flighteft  apprehenfion.  They  only  earpca 
fome  more  adequate  cawfe  for'alarm,  f«me  nnwre  diorough 
convi&ion  that  the  danger  is  at  haad.  For  confident  I  am^ 
that  as  foonas  one  drop  of  Engtifit  Mood  IbM  be^ihcd  -by  a 
Sjcnchman  on  Englifh  ground,  the  Englifti  valouryrHi  t>at 
moment  rife  to  a  pitch  equal  to  what  its  mod  fanguine  friends 
can  exped,  o/  its  waraoeft  admirers  can  deSre ;   it  wiH 

thea? 
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thcntioQbtlefs  nerve  our  arms  with  a  force  which  no  unpref* 
iion  from  the  enemy  can  withftand. 

But  although  this  extreme  danger  maybe  ftill  morediftant 
mid  out  of  fight,  welbould  not  therefore  be  unprepared  to 
meet  it,  or  hilled  into  a  fatal  infenfibility  to  all  the  dreadful 
calmities  it  will  bring  upon  u/:.     Of  thele  calamities  we  do 
not  fecm  to  entertain  a  due  fenfe  of  dread  and  horror ;  but 
without  retniQing  any  one  principle  which  I  ^ver  held  or 
uttered,  concerning  the  French  Republic^  I  am  free  to  fay^ 
and  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  aflert,  that  at  no 
period  of  our  hiftory  were  we  ever  menaced  with  foch  a  fat«, 
nor  at  no  period  of  either  the  French  Monarchy  or  Prendi 
Republic,  had  we  more  to  dread  from  France  than  we  have 
at  the  prefent  moment ;  for  fhould  the  French  now^fucceed 
in  their  progeded  invafion,  our  ruin  would  be  dire  and  irre- 
trievable indeed.     I  do  not,   I  fay,  retrafl  the  fentiments* 
with  which,  while  I  deplored  the  fcenes  of  blood  that  ftaiaed 
its  glorious  efforts  to  be  free,  I  rejoiced  at  the  efiablifliment  of 
the  French  Republic.    But,  when  I  rejoiced  at  hs  eftabliflh- 
ment,  and  thedownfalof  defpotic  Monarchy,  I  rejoiced  at 
feeing  it  regain  a  due  degree  of  freedom,  and  a  due  degree  of 
ilreogth.     i  by  no-tneans  rejoiced  at  the  enortnous  (hength 
which  h  is  now  able  to  wield ;  a  ftrength  which  cruflles  under 
it  the  whole  of  the  continental  powers,  andwhtch  has  grown 
gigantic  from  the  efibrts  by  which  the  alien  powers  exerted  to 
opprefs  its  infant  liberty,  it  is  from  this  iacreafed  ftrength  of 
France,  that  England  has  more  to  dread  than  fr<yn  the  arms  of 
any  other  nation ;  and  were  France  now  again  monarchical  in- 
ftead  of  Repiblican,  we  (houid  equally  have  to  watch  and  to 
dread  its  ambitious  encroachments,  and  its  formidable  at- 
uclcs ;  for,  fully  am  I  c<)nVinced,  that  were  the  onfortunate 
Louis  XVIII.  to  be  now  fuddenly  recalled  by  an  almoft 
unanimous  wi(h  of  the  French    people,   were  that    ut^ 
happy  Prince  to  be  uncxpc&edly  reftored,  and  that  in  a  man- 
ner as  onexpe3ed  as  was  our  Charles  the  II.  were  he,  after 
being  reinthroned,  to  recall  all  his  emigrant  Nobility,  who* 
have  fufferedmoft  cnielly  from  the  French  Revolution,  con- 
vinced, t  fay,  am  I,  that  France  would  not  abate  one  atom 
of  her  ambition,  nor  would  (he  attempt  lefs,  but  grafpat 
fiiorc  than  Ihe  has  ktely  acquired  and  atchieved  ;  fhe  would 
not  remain  fatisficd  with  the  Rhine  for  her  barrier,  with 
Holland  and  Italy  for  her  valTals,  with  the  addition  of  all  the* 
low  countries^  and  a  domineering  influence  over  the  councils 
of  Spain ;  (he  would  dill  rema>a  reAlcfs  and  uafatisfied,  * 
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imtU  {be  had  wrefted  from  Great  Britain  the  fovereignty  of  the 
teaa^  While  I  thus  exprefs  my  jealoufy,  and  dread  of  Fitnck 
,  ambhioQ,  I  by  no  means  deoart  from  any  thing,  I  formerly 
advanced  about  the  French  Republic  ;  nor  am  I  now  more 
difpofi^  than  heretofore  to  have  recourfe  to  language  of  coa- 
tum^jHf^nd  invedive  which  has  unfortunately  been  but  too 
snuonadulged  in  by  certain  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe^^  aad 
whicii  (»$  lately  difgraced  the  preamble  to  a  bill.  To  make 
ufe  df  fdfch  language  was  furely  neither  politic  nor  wife ; 
could  any  thing  be  more  unbecoming  and '  undignified 
than  the  coarfe  expreflions  ufed  in  the  Sifter  Kingdom  by 

E prions  in  hi^h  authority  ?  I  hope,  therefore,  we  (hall  no 
Dger  hear  of  a  monfter  Hoche,  or  of  this  or  than  ruflian 
General ;  and' I  would  beg  leave  not  only  to  advife  Goveni- 
iment  to  be  more  temperate  and  decorous  in  their  language 
when  fpeaking  of  French  people  and  their  commanderSi  but 
I  would  moreover  wi(h  they  would  pay  them  a  fincere  and 
Iblid  compliipent;  this  (incere  %nd  folid  compliment  I 
'would  pay  them,  by  faying  and  fhewing  that  we  omit  no 
human  preparations  which  the  heart  and  head  of  man  can 
contrive  and  execute.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  I 
would  meet  them ;  and  if  we  thus  ftand  provided  with  every 
thing  that  fpiritand  prudence  can  infpire  and  fuggefty  though 
it  may  be  impoflible  for  iis  to  pronounce  that  they  fliall  not 
fubdue  us»  we  may  at  leaft  convince  them  that  we  are  not  to 
be  defpifcd. 

If  then  they  are  to  attempt  to  invade  us,  they  will,  no 
doubt,  come  furniihed  with  flaming  manifeftoes.  The  Di- 
rectory may  inftrud  their  Generals  to  make  the  faircft  pro- 
feflions  of  how  their  army  is  to  ad,  but  of  thefe  profeffions 
furely  not  one  can  be  believed.  Some,  however,  may  de- 
ceive themfelves  fuppofmg  that  the  great  Buonaparte  (for  he, 
we  underftand,  is  to  be  their  General) ;  that  the  vidorious 
Buonaparte,  I  fay,  will  have  concerted  with  the  Direfiory, 
that  he  is  not  to  Urniih  his  laurels,  or  fully  his  glory,  by 
permitting  his  army  to  plunder  our  banks,  to  ruin  our  com- 
merce, to  enflave  our  people ;  but  that  he  is  come  like  a  mini'- 
iter  of  grace,  with  no  other  purpofe  than  to  give  peace  to  the 
cottager, to  reftore  citizens  to  their  rights,  to  eflablifh  real  free- 
dom^ and  a  liberal  and  humane  government.  This  undoubteiU 
Iv^  were  tidbit ;  this  was  generous ;  this,  I  had  almoft  faid,  was 
GodUke  I — But  can  there  be  fuppofed  an  Englifhman  fo  (hipid 
fobefotted,  fo  befooled,  as  to  give  a  moment's  credit  to  fuch 
Tidtculoua profeffions?  Not  that  1  deny  but  that  a  great  re- 
public 
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rticmfclvcs  enjoy  in  France.  Were  they  to  leave  us  \he  trial 
by  |ury  tinuiterrupteciy  and  thus  grant  us  a  conftitmton  vaorp 
en^abte  ti»n  that  ia  France,  ivould  not  this  be  rearing  a 
cfinftitntion  in  this  country  -which  would  ftand  a  glaring  coo- 
tncft  to  their  own,  a  living  and  lairing  reproach  on  their  coo- 
du€t  towards  their  own  country  i  Were  fuch  to  be  their 
condiid  here,  I  will  only  fay  they  mull  be  madmen.  Thm, 
far  have  vre  viewed  them  with  regard  to  the  wifdom  of  their 
coiky^  let  us  now  infped  the  nature  of  their,  enrnitjt  An4 
here  again  I  feel '  diiinclined  to  enter  on  this  fubje^  wit^ 
fiarfliners  or  afperity ;  and  I  have  only  to  regret  that  th^ 
.  Ft^ench  nation  have  both  generally  and  individually 'been  top 
frequently  treated  with  fcornful  and  ignominious  language 
in  this  Houfe.  On  the  \mpropriety  and  impolicy  of  fuch 
coarfe  treatment  I  iwill  not  now  be  tempted  to  animadvert, 
^either  will  I  ftojp  to  conflder  who  has  been  theaggreflbr  ia 
ttie  commencement  of  hoftilities,  or  who  was  or  was  not  fin* 
fere  in  attempts  at  pacification.  What  I  fegret  is,  that  the 
more  they  have  beenabufed,  the  tnore  rancorous;  muft  |m 
their  refentraent,  and  as  to  their  intending  to  exhauft  upon 
us  the  fall  extent  of  their  vengeance^  in  that  j[ntenlioi| 
1  give  them  credit  for  being  fincere. 

The  next  conflderation»  therefore*  which  naturally  qc«' 
ctxrs  is,  how  to  enfure  a  fuccefsful  refiftance '  to  an  enemy  of 
this  temper  and  difpofition.  I  will  not  here  require  pi gp^ 
vernment  to  lay  aflde  their  political  prejudices  or  anirfiofji!^  j 
neither  will  I  require  of  fhofe  who  oppt>fe  them  to  altoge- 
ther fufpend  theirs — but  both  muft  feel  that  this  facrilice  is  ^ 
peceflary,  at  lea^ft  on  one  point,  refiftance  to  the  enemy;  and 
upon  this  fubje<El  at  Ireaft  I  muft  entreat  them  to  accord,  .fof 
here  it  is  necefTary  they  (hould  both  ad  with  one  heart,  and 
/one  hand — if  there  be  any  who  fay  we  will  oppofe  the  French,  ^ 
yrhen  we  Have  fuc.ceeded  in  removing  the  prefent  Minifter$f 
to  them  I  would  fay,  Sir,  let  us  defer  that  fora  moment  (  let 
us  now  oppofe  the  enemy,  ?ind  avert  the  ftorm,  otherwife 
ve  fliall  not  long  haye  even  minifters  to  combat  and  remove* 
If  there  are  any  whn  fay,  that  minifters  having  brought  on  us 
^If  oil rprefcnt  calamities,  they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  firft 
removcfa,  f  will  grant  them  that  there  is  logic  and' jufticc  ia 
the' argument;  but  for  its  policy  I  am  at' a  lofs  to  difcover  it. 
ThiVe  are  thofe  ^Ifo,  who  think  the  prefent  mirlifters  inca-r 
pable,  and  that  tbey  ought,  therefore,  to  be  removed.  Grant, 
jcdvbut  If  they  cannot  fucceed  in  removing  them,  and  if 
|hey4)e  fmcere  in  theif  opinio)i-  of  the  incapfcity  pf  mimt 
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Iters,  how  can  they  approve- themfelves  fincere  in  their  wifh 
ttt  tcfift^he  enertiy,  unlcfs  they  contribute  to  aid  and  reftl^ 
the  incapacity  th-  y  complain  of.  Indeed,  there  arc  fome 
Gentlemen  who  feerhed  detertnined  to  divide  their  enmity 
and  oppofitton  between  the  Minifters  and  the  Friehch,  but 
ihu(t  thcry  not  fee,  th^t  the  Inevitable  confeqiience  of  this  di- 
▼ifion  muft  be  the  Conqucft  of  the  country  by  the  French  ? 
And  why  do  they  thus  hefitate  abput  the  fide  of  the  qucftion 
fhey  are  tdtake  r-^Can  there  be  any  thing  morechildifli  than 
to  hjf  I  will  wait  until  the  enemy  has^landed ;  and  then  I* 
will  refifl:  theit\|  as  if  preparation  was  not  an  eflential  part 
<jf  cffedual  reiiftance..  What  more  childifli  and  ridiculous 
than  to  ray»  I  will  take  a  pitlol  and  tire  at  them  ;  but  I  will 
not  go  the  length  of  a  muftct.  No,  I  will  attack  them  with 
lily  lefty  but  f  wiU  not  exert  my  right  hatid  againft  them  ; 
all  mtift  unite,  all  muft  go  every  length  againft  them^  or 
there  are  no  hopes ;  and  already  I  fay,  I  rejoice  to  fee  thd 
neceflary  fpirit  begin  to  rife  throughout  the  country  and  the 
metropolis;  and  when  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe»  we  mani^ 
feft  this  fpiriti  and  forget  all  other  motives  to  adion,  I  truft 
the  fame  fcntiments  will  prevail  on  the  other  ;  and  that  the 
offers  we  make  fincerely,  will  there  be  accepted  as  unreluC'^ 
tamly.  But  noW)  1  muft  obferve,  that. the  defence,  of  the 
country  might  be  eflentially  contributed  to,  by  two  very  dif- 
ferent clafles  of  men.  The  one  compofcd  of  thofc  fturdy 
hulking  fellows^  vfhctti  we  daily  fee  behind  coaches,  or  foU 
lowing  through  the  ftreets  and  fquares,  their  matters  and 
miftrefles  who  may  be  ruminating,  in  the  mean  time  on  the 
eviU  of  an  invafion ;  to  thofe  I  would  entnift  the  defence  of  thd 
capital,  and  would  add  to  them  the  able  bodied  men  which 
the  different  offices,  fuch  for  example,  as  the  fire  offices 
might  cafily  produce.  His  Majefty  would  be  thus  enabled 
t6  employ  his  more  difciplined  troops  in  a  diftant  or  more  ne-* 
ceflary  fervice.  There  is  another  clafs  I  would  alfo  beg 
leave  to  allude  to ;  and  thofe  are  young  gentlemen  of  high 
rank,  who  are  daily  mounted  oh  horfes  ofhigh  blood.  They 
furely  at  this  perilous  moment  xnight  be  better  employed  than 
in  foraging  in  fruit  Qiops,  in  blockading  Bond-ftreet  and 
PiccadiHy,  01  In  taking  the  field  in  Rotten  Row  ;  it  would 
ill  become  me  to  ere{it  myfelf  info  a  rigid  cenfor  of  amufe- 
meat  and  diffipation.  That  Une  of  argument  would  not  ex* 
adiy  fuit  my  own  line  of  condu6i,  nor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
their  amufeoients->on  the  contrary— but  their  mornings 
Vol.  11.  1798.  3  A  might 
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i^i^ht  nowr  be  more  ulefully  employed — ^they  eu^t  tabe  prfs* 
piling  for  the  taflc  they  may  have  to  perform,  t#r  fore  1  wm 
tKey  poflQfs  a  Spirit  that  wiU  not  permit  the»  t0  feiilk  ao4 
^ide  from  tbclmm^:  they  will  never  be  fetn  a  loUbfaMb 
tr^in  of  eong^i^s  wandering  ma  foreign  land. 

Bift,  ai^idit  all  theie  warlike  preparations,  th&  idea  of 
peace  (hould  not  h^  forg^ten;  nor  would  I  have  thai  pm« 
(;ious  oJlye/iSk  remaiio  unoccompUibad  mesely  for  a  difiereim 
ahottt  kaxK:  trifljiag  points-^for  my  part,  I  feel  a  m^re  cagise 
dedre  for  geace  than  evef ;  for  I  by  no  ipeans  diftruft  the  in^ 
trepid'uy  and.  courage  of  n\y  country.  T^e  death  1  featf  i^ 
xxmA  dle«  is  not  a  death  fro{p  arms,  but  fron^  the  axlefii  off 
the  bi^tfaens. lender  ^hich  it  groans*  But  ihonld  ou^  refovicev* 
Iwsio  ta  fail  or  even  be  esUnufted,  we  fbould  not  for  thai  b» 
dimeactened  and  defpair ;  we  (hould  ftill  retaia  the  hi^rt  of 
ajpatlon,  and  (hew  ^q  enemy  we  can  be  as  defotrale^tbej^ 
are;  that;  we. can  rob,  plnndePy  ravage,  and  deftroy,  ase^ 
itts^lually  as  they  have  done*  Yes,  I  muft  Ycpe0t  k^  the  veat- 
£re,ancl  fword  that  mjaA  ravage  this  fair  land,  are  ih*  pet^ 
:ind  power  of  tb^  eight  honouraUo  Gentleman.  His  elo^ 
^uence  and  influence  will  prove  our  bane ;  we  fltould  alfo 
bewve  of  too  proud  a  confidence  in  our  Arength.  This* 
ft^ength  muft  continually  wade  as  our  burthens  continue  t» 
xnuUiplyy  and  multiply  they  muft  in  proportion'td  our  exrb- 
giencies.  But,  however  deftrous  I  may  be  for  peace,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  jiliis  pcefllire  of  taxes^  I  muft  warntbe  tight  hdiK 
Gentleman  that  he  muflnot  think  of  treating  £^  peace -iS  liter 
French  (hould  land.  That  laft  of  humiliaiions^ would  biviafc 
indeed  the  fpirit  of  the  cocmtry ;  it  would  break  thye  hesi$t  #f 
our  navy.  With  this  opinion  I  am  glad  the  right  honouMrfe 
Gentleman  Jeems  imprefled  (IVff«  Pitt  had  nodded  a(Ibnt}> 
but|.  if  I  am  talpeak  out,  I  have  alio  to  tell  him  that  die 
want  of  confidence*  in  public  men  has  of  late  more  enfeebled 
the  nation  than  any  other  caufe ;  and  this  ^ant  of  confidence 
has  principally  arifen  from  the  (cceiHon  of  certain  Gentlemen, 
who  have  deferted  the  Whig  party  in  order  to  creep  tnto- 
place,  that  they  might  better  ferve  the  caufe  of  religion,  mv^ 
raUty,&c.  .fstbey  would  have  h  believed,  but  whofe  real 
moiiv^^was  their  $inxtety  to  participate  of  plaoe  and  power; 
onthenfi  it,  is  inciunbent  to.  repair  the  injury  they  have  done 
tQ  the  pi,iblic  fpirit,  not  only  by  co-operating  in  the  general 
eftorts  for  refiftance,  but  in  a  more  liberal  and  extenlii^  fa- 
crifice  of  the  emoluments  ihcy  enjoy,  and  which  they  were  fa; 
eager  to  fecure  while  they  bad  nothing  in  their  mouths  but 
.  morality 
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never  thmkof  tbcm  nrkfa  ffadence;  ihcy  have  done  notMAg^ 

-hiiCtnifchief )»  and,  in  my  mind^  miich  mote  than  atiy  par!/ 

itoftilitioscAn.prddjuce:  tke  ccunrry  feds  it^  and  juuly  kb- 

liDi«4tiem^  and  indeed  it  has  been  the  ihisfortufte  of  the 

couiKry  to  have  long  been  led  by  ^MUtieSy  and  to  look  lo  this 

'•r  that  man  as  a  heuiaxid  a  guide.     1  do  not  de^y  the  ftm-. 

.^ftaMcand  ahilitirsof  the  right  hoaourabte  Gefitiettian 

(Mr,  Pitt),  neithec  &rely  am  I  infenlifale  of  the  tnznfy  foiil 

iehiniigbty  minfiiof  my  right  honouraWle  Friend  (Mr.  P<^k). 

.fivt  411  a  country  of  mare  than  eight  millions  of  inhabitants, 

-aad  dllK^fe  of  ordent.hearts  .aad  enlightened  underftandtngs,  i( 

.latxi  tpklthene  cm  be  found  but  twovien  who  can  fave  itjf 

have  only  to  fay.  that  fuch  a  xnuntqr  is  not  worth  faving,  and 

vwA  bo.  <kftro^d..    Boc,  thank  het^vsn,  there  is  no  fu^h 

idearCh;aeatoqgft  us  of  wife  and  ^blemen,  of  meo  tu'lKng  ai^ 

jve^rod  to  iavc  the  country,  in  a  crifis  Hke  the  prefent't  Idt 

Englitbmcii  but  look  to  and  rely  upon  themfelves.     Tfaei^ 

iieast  arid  fplrit  wiH  then  return,  and  arm  but  their  hand^, 

aiubtben  you  ^vill  fee  if  die  Britiili  nation  will  tamely  fuli« 

%xA%  to  be  huflferd  out  of  its  independence*     Even  were  wb 

all  basjfterf.out  of  the  country,  i^ere  would  fiill  remain  li 

Aiffidcsnt  nmiTber  of  men  to  condud  its  affairs,  and  prefervo 

jtsglc^ies,  without  expedingits  falvation  at  the  hands  df 

thexight  honourable  Gentleman,  Mr*   Pitt,  or,  my   right 

iioiiouvable  Friend,  Mr.  Fox ;  or  even  from  a  noble  Lottl  in 

the  other  Houfe^  who  has  lately  cheated  fo  much  expeSa- 

tion. 

I  jam  aftiAmcd  to  {^y  any  thing  concerning  myfrff,  al- 
though it  (hould  be  a;^ery  few  words.     I  am  forry  alfo,  it  is 
iiacdly  poilible  for  any  m^n  to  fpeak  in  this  Houfe  and  to  ob* 
tain  credit  for  fpeaking  from  a  principle  of  public  fpiFit  i 
that  soman  can  oppofe  a  minifter  without  bemg  accufed  of 
fa<^ion,  and  none,  who  ufually  cppofcd,  can  fupport  a  mi^ 
QtAer»  or  lend  him  afliftance  in  any  things  whhoui  {being  ac- 
cufed  of  doing  fo  from  interefted  motives.     I  am  not  fnch 
a  coxcomb  a«  to  fay,  that  it  i$  of  much  importance  ^'hat 
part  I  may  take;  or  that  it  is  eflcntial  that  1  (hould  divide  a 
little  popularity,  or  fome  emolument  with  the  minivers  of 
the  crown  ;  nor  am  1  fo  vain  as  to  Imagine,  that  my  fervices 
might  be  folicited.     Certainly  they  have  not.     That  might 
have  arifen  from  want  of  importance  in  myfe^f;    or  from 
others  that  I  have  been  in  the  general   habit  of  oppofing, 
(iqafcivin^  that  1  w^s  j^ot  likely  either  to  give  up  my  general 
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iimtimentSy  or  my  perfonal  attachments ;  howerer  ttkat  mtt^ 
t>e»  certain  it  isy  they  never  have  made  snyattctirpf't^^fply 
to  me  for  mjr  affiftancc.  1  think  it  right  to  declare,  *h^*- 
ever,  that  my  political  eninity  (private,  I  have  tte^rie)-  fe  irr#- 
concilcable  to  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters'v' a«W  my-Ak- 
tachmept  to  my  right  honourable  Friend,  and  to-  hh  poMtt- 
f9i\  principles,  is  unaltered  and  unalterable';  that  my  eagttf 
defireto  procure  a  reform  in  Partlatnent,*  aswbUastrtfefin 
of  a  multiplicity  of  abufes ,  to  procure,  if  poflible,  indm- 
pity  for  the  paft,  and  fecurity  againft  futtnre  abufes,  ts  tilrii* 
xntniihed.  Thefe  ate  points  to  which  t  have  4oilg  (iiice  and 
often  pledged  my  felf.  Thefe  are  pledges  vi^hich'  I  ftall  iiewr 
abandon.  Let  the  world  think  of  ttie  whatir  pleafes ;  I  aflU 
Confcious  of  the  integrity  of  nvy  principles*/  '  f  feel  a  pridr 
in  avowing  them  ;  and  I  fhould  be  the  iileaTS^  tnd  moft 
bafe  of  mankind  if  I  preferred  fome  party  pi'iiicipk^  or 
fome  perfonal  motive,  either  on  accoont'-df  m^fetf  or  tJthcn, 
that  might  induce  me  to  abandcrn  my  pubtk  renHmeats.  I 
.vrill  do  all  I  can  againft  the  efibrts  of  our* 'foreign  enemy. 
I  fay  you  have  a  right  to  call  oA  alt  defcription^  pf  men  todo 
the  lame  tiling.  Some  difltnAion,  however,  ought  4o  be 
jnade.  There  are  many  who  have  made  fortunes  byooo^ 
traces  and  by  various  fpecies  of  Court  favdirf'a^  ponne^« 
iions.  There  are  others  who  lend  the  ftiie  moIV  impoftlin 
ind  honourable  affiftance.  What  is  bounty  ih'tli^oiie'i^Mtd 
^e  nothing  but  gratitude  in  the  other,  in  pomh^g  fonrarrf^o 
fupport  the  public  caufe  at  the  prefent  crifisv  1  cal>  onthofe 
who  have  fo  long  profited  by  Court  conneftlofls  r  I  call^dn 
ihe  perfonal  friends  of  the  Minilter  to  come  fo^wd  and  af- 
fift  tt^e  date  at  this  tryjng  moment.  I  call  on  thofe  alfo  who 
have  been,  ofi  former  occafions,  loud  for  reform.  I  call  on 
thofe  whq  feel  themfplves  pledged  to  bring  the  minifterto 
account  for  his  anions,  to  ihew  that  they  are  the  real 
friends  of  their  country  in  the  hour  of  peril. 

They  all  know  what  1  mean  by  this;  1  need  not  tell  them. 
that  every  mcafure  which  invigorates  the  fprrit  of  the  people, 
and  ftrengthcns  the  crown,  to  refiftthe  ambition  of  the  ene- 
my, and  to  relieve  us  from  our  prefent  perilous  condition, 
Ji  1  my  cordial  fupport,  and  puglit  to  receive  theirs. 

Having  faid  this,  I  ^vght  alfo  to  fay  a  few  words  on  a  fub* 
jefl  w^ich  t  have  heard  within  a  few  moments;  1  mean 
that  of.an  intentiop.  to  take  away  one  of  the  mod  valuable 
qf  the  rights  of  the  fubjeft.  That  part  of  the  Addrefs  wbic  h 
i  like  (he  leaft,  \s  tha;  which  relates  to^  fuppofed<:orrefpo(v- 

dene? 
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deuce  between  our  foreign  enemy»  and  thofe  who  arealledg* 
cd  tabegujr'<]QtBeAic^tjraitors.  If  there  be  fu<^h  traitors 
among  US|  let  the  law  pronounce  upon  them ;  but  miniHerfi 
Oittft  BOl«9(pe^  inconfiftencies  fro^n  me,  1  cannot  give  mj 
afleat  to  an  affertion  of  the  cxiftcnce  of  fuch  a  correfpon- 
debce,  or  fuch  a  fociety  of  traitprs  without  proof.  I  faj 
this  the  more  readily  oa  remenib^ring,  that  formerly  I  de- 
nied the  exiftcnce  of  a  plot  which  the  minifter  alledged  did 
exift,  and  the  verdid  of  a  jury  afterwards  negatived  that  con. 
fpiracy,  and  confcquently  fupported  what  i  faid  upon  that 
fubjcS.  Wtat  plots  there  are,  or  whether  there  be  any,  I 
<k>  not  know ;  but  before  I  hear  evidence,  I  cannot  give  an 
'UncfuaUfied  alBfia^ce  to  that  part  of  the  Addrefs.  The  mr- 
niftar  mu ft  know  better  than  I  can  pretend  to  do,  whether 
any  fud^  plQt$4;aIil  or  not  \  but  he  will  pardon  me  if  I  de^ 
dine  to  take  his  word  for  their  exiftence.  That  minifters 
ifaould  take  this  ftcp,  1  own  appears  to  me  alarming.  It 
caftsakin^offufpicion  all  over  the  country,  and  which,  i^ 
Diyopinion,  will  operate  as  acheck  upon  the  otherwife  rifing 
fpiritof  the  people.  Gentlemen  will  eafily  undcrftand  what 
I  allude  to;  but  mii>ifters  will  excufe  me ;  they  cannot  have 
any  fupport  from  me  upon  this  fubjed,  I  mean  the  fiirpen- 
fionof  the  HaS^as  Carpui  Aft.  On  a  former  occafion  I 
eppofed  that  XufpenGon ;  and  ,nQW,  there  is  leHs  evidence  to 
fupppftithe-necefiity  of  it  than  then,  if  called  upon  to  af* 
fcn!t4o4hatfurpenrion,  they  muft  allow  me  topaufe;  for  it 
is  much  too  difficult  for  me  to  alfent  to  fuch  a  meafure  with- 
Oormuch  beMer  evidence  than  i  have  yet  feen. 

Another  point  is  one  of  grpat  importance,  bui  on  which  I  • 
ihall  utter  on^y  a  fingle  fentence  :  It  is  the  ftate  of  Ireland. 
1  mean  on  fomc  futiire  day  to  bring  forward  a  difcuflion  of 
that  lubjefi.  1  only  mention  it  i.ow,  for  the  fake  ofohferv- 
ing  that,  that  part  of  the  Britifh  empire  which  was  once  one 
gf  the  lincws  of  its  ftrrj^rth  is  now,  alas!  become  a  part  of 
itsweakncfs.  The  -.*:i  t:  of  that  unhappy  change  1  do  pot 
now  pretemi  to  ;.xpl^*ri ,  but  let  not  governors  ever  datter 
ih*m4elvos  that  lijcy  «-ver  at  any  time,  und':r  any  cir^um- 
ftances,  IdII  the  affedtion  of  the  hearts  of  the  people  withcnit 
fome  mis-rule  on  tjieir  parts.  Upon  that  frhjeft  I  do  qot 
pretend  to  lay  any  thing  decifive  n<^w  ;  but  I  have  thus  m* 
trociuced  it,  tor  the  purpofe  of  giving  notice  that  If  intend 
to  '.  Iter  hcu after  upon  its  djfcoTlion.  . 

T^cChunceJlorofthe  Exchiquer  faid. — Being  fo  well  fatisfied 
|rith  certain  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  jiionourable  Gentleman 


vrito-his  fvA  ^pdkeib ;  aifeaimg^  as  i  4j9»  ift  conun^n  %a)m|be 
^ot.tMHbuiey  the  energy,  tbe  vigour.  thi(^  xi|«olu3ic£i4illi 
do^^BCtt  w4iich  wer€  difplayed  in  that  fp^ech^  I  fluwUrJ^ 
csuremeiy  HRwtlling  to-  take  notice  of  other  fM^  ft  ^  ^VP^ 
wbkh  we  diffiisr ;  tmt  I  beg  k  to  be  Underi^cxxisit  i^t^cAufl:  | 
^  think  uBanknity  vaTual^le  upon  the^refent  o<;cafiom,,iNwl 
at  this  naomenty  in  this  Houfe^  that }  .ihall  gbflMD  foomcQii»> 
mems  upon  parts  of  that  fpeech  to  whioh^i  caf>»ot..af|fei|/u 
Lbad  much  rather  exprefs  f^tisfadion  at  the.fc^feut  ppinm 
cf  the  honourable  Gentleman^  from  i^batevipr  grwi)d  it  \ass^ 
af  iCen^  that  his  opinion  has  been  changed  with  rtfpeifl  totjir 
/c&ndodl  which  this  country  ought  to  €>t)^erve  with  nigatd  ^ 
France ;  I  am  glad  that  he  now  at  Iqaft  agrees  with  u^.jn 
|h€  pecefTity  of  re(ift:ing  the  arms  of  France^;  »aiicl.  ia  caUfaig 
en  every  man  to  join  in  that  refiflance-rl  ifty^  i  hudraihor 
c(o  (b  than  eater  into  the  difcufli^n  of  other  ppiots^n  which 
I  differ  from  that  honourable  Ge^tJemapf  .1  w,ill  xi^t;>fiHier 
my  (elf  to  follow  him  over  many  of  the  varioK*^  .topics  whkh 
J»e  introduced  to-night.     The  xp^txx  of  ^s  cUfinter^dffdfiebi 
io  not  mean  to  detra£t  from^  be^aipfe  he  has  cacididly?^aEiildi 
that  while  he  gives  his  aflidanq^  \^  uf  in  the  p^efent  crifiM*  ^% 
does  not  approve  of  any  part  of  our  coi»du&  whicii  be  hn 
fDrmerly  censured.     I  therefore  receive  hifi^iid.fftoW)  aalaai 
confident  he  intended  it  to  be  received^  as  a  tedimony:^ /bis 
pblic  fpirit.     I  am  more  convinced,  now  than  eves  thai'thdl 
which  now  animates  the  zeal,  calls  forth  the  ardpurvap^M^ 
caiidas  the  difplay  of  the  elp^uc^nce  of  that  honourable  Gen-i 
tkman,  is  owing  to  the  condu£l,(^  France ;  that  M'hiok  no^ 
]fl-odQcei  unanimity  in  this  Houfe  and  in  this  country  is  Ao-; 
f  bing  mpre  than  a  difplay  of  thofe  principles,  a  developefoeftt 
«f  that  char^^kr^  which  belonged  originally  to  the  r  rench 
yevolution ;  an  event  which  for  a  while  unfortunately  bail' 
the  counteiiance  of  that  honourable  Gentleman  ;   but  whicit 
was  iben  refined  by  the  nation  at  lar^  ;  a  refiftance  which»> 
if  not  made  earlier  than  the  period  of  the  honourable  Gen-'' 
tleman's  conyi<^ion  of  its  propriety,    would  hive  been  fw 
laie,  and  even  ui^animity  itfelf  would  have  been  ufelefs,  anil 
the  honourable  Gentleman  would  have  been  left  without  a 
place  for  the  difplay  of  his  abilities  in  this  Houfe.  .  I   muii 
alfo  fay^  ib^  although  I  do  not  wi(h  to  detract  from  his  ta* 
lentf,  that  alrinHigh  I  admire  his  eloquence  and  revere  the 
wtfdom  of  fome  part  of  his  conduct  this  night ;  althotrgh  I. . 
reioiQBjn  tbe  unanimity  which  we  are  likely  t^haM  upor^ 
tbis  jei:p^(ioOf  yet  it  is  j^ot  tq  the  vvlf^m^  of  to  thQ  fplendi^ 

difplay 


^U^y.of  ulent^  of  Iq  tbe  ajOioiAlied  zedi  of  i«  individcniA 
that  we  are  to  look  ipr  fafefy  ;  it  can  oaJly  be  confideoed  aa 
giving  aid  to  the  tfk^s  of  .mlijons.  ai^if^  under  the  detfelr- 
neceffity*    That  h<>i)ois|r^l)l9  Cen^fi>^i>,  tbereibfe,  wiii  «Qt: 

faid,  it  was  addiag  VlalJjnje  tq  the  e^ts  ef  a  f»ati«n  ntAtlf 
u^nimous  before  ^  a  miif^^  yfhkk  i]id  not  want  that  bonoctr^ 
able  Gentleman  to  tefl  them^  thqy  are  contending  forlihmy*. 
fof  'ordeCi  fbv'propert¥y  for  hoopur,  for  law,  for  celigion»  and 
«vca  for  exiftenc^    They  woold;  ha? e  beep  happy  to  have  hai 
hiitt  contending  with  them  fronf^  the  co0i0icnce«eat  of  d»ist 
content ;  theywouldi,  however,  have  been  ablejto  have  gOBe 
on  withoat  him«  <  While  I  fay  thid»  Jet  me  give  that  Gealste- 
naan  the  praUeand  ihanks  that  are  due  to  birn  for  letting  the. 
example  he  has  done ;  for,  be  ic  recoUetSied)  hehasfet  aa.ex^« 
acnpte  o£  aaanknity  in  this  Houfe  for  oppofiqg  the  commoia. 
eo£Ay ;  Jet  un  allow  the  credit  that,  is  due  to  him  :  but  let  nsr 
cot  d^  U«k  injqftice  tp  tbe  zeal  and  the  enerj^  of  the  countrf 
a^todoMbt,  that  England  was  as  fecure  befere  this  unaoimitf.  . 
as.  it  h  now,  and:  as  1  troft  it  will  foe  after  it,    . 

Oo~t|)e  f^ibjeA  of  Irdand,  the  honourabk  Gentleman  fay^ 
hi:. wiU  loake  a  motion  on  fotne  fttt?are  day^    1  will  venture  t» 
iajf^  that  when  that  (iib}t<S  comes  to  be  dtlcufled,  if  Ir^Iaal 
foKou  oow.part  of  the  weakneb,  inftead  of  the  fiirength,  df  the 
BatiSi,  ei^tpise^itis  becaufe  thofe  very  French  principles,  the 
fatSkLinflo^iice  of  which  that  honourable  Gentleman  has  fta^eA 
to*i)^^,. 'mi  a  firain  of  energy  and   c24>tivatiog  elofvencai 
i»bkh  i  will  not  weaken  by  attempting  to  repeat  his  words ; 
itaatiwiiig*  I  fay,  to  thefe  French  principles  which  found  their 
waji  ioto  that  kiiig<Vxn,  where  the  arts  of  dbcepcion,  from  va* 
rioufcaufes,  are  more  eafily  praSifed,  and  are  more  fucceftftil 
than  m  tliis.    I  will  therefore  fay,  thiat  with  every  defire,  with 
ev^y  wUh^  to  fee  adopted,  a  fyftem  of  conciliation  with  lit* 
lan^  when  that  may  be  practicable^  I  mqft  tell  him^  that  if  he 
tne^majbyvA  peace  with  Ireland^  peace  with  thofe  who  are  de* 
vouM»  ^  the  French,  I  think  that  wouM  be  as  mean  a  capitiu- 
Iari^tfi>as4ha|  whieh^  be  deicribed  with  refpeA  toourTdbmit^- 
tiag  to  a  foreign  yoke^     I  (ay,  you  itiay  as  well  expefi  peaop 
with  »  ^r^nch  army  at  tl»  gates  of  London,  as  peace  with  the 
Jacobins  in  Ireland, 

if-  i-  doubted  any  thing  on  the  foh}e£l  of  French  afnbi<ion« 
whichr  was  injtrodqcfid,  by  that  hoaouraUe  Gerttlemkn;  tt 
was  upom  th<^  refqtvc;  which  he  made  for  tueating'  wtUi  the 
Freocia    af^,  ^a  iiivafion>    I  know  no  lituatioa  wliich  cati  ** 

i«ftify 
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jtfftify  a  nation  of  freemen  under  amy  ctrcumAances^  in  maJc^ 
log  a  treaty  of  capUulation^  or  forrender  tf  Ut>!^y  and  roj^ 
pendence  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;  am^  it  i!i  "a  knUmcnt 
in  fbiT  hcart^of  every  EtigWhiiian^  a  law^  Bfyetatf  any *!««fe 
whrdi  couB  make  it  Mglir  treafon  for  rfi'iscottnt^y  Wtnat.^*ittt 
jPfance^  while  a  nitgre  ^r^gnhent  6f  rreiimi  idtdiM 'tehTiSi tedRfit 
Ertgjiirt^.  I'rtiiift  ^fxh^  fame  fcdir^  antf  Ae  &ttte'fefflS- 
xnctm  with  regard  to  Iretifid.   -  ^  -'^       ^•'^•' 

And  now,  as  to  *<?  otfly  okhef  pbi^if ^  whic»T  ii*ettf  te 
'notice  itt  tfi'e  fpeech  of 'th<r  h6noorable  OenfrleVtiaii^^  >  ftiBfe 
theftate'of  a  coniJ;rtnicy  m  this  countty'v  <ie"fi*'fertli  iBSIt 
much  might  befaiown  to  Goiremment  whJth*  i4  n6i  MMm 
to  him.'  I  know  that  mochT^  known  to'GoirerhiKeiit  Whldi' 
cannot  be  known  to  him  upon  that  fubjed.  V^ciiSii^'ttM^Ski 
country  at  large  Rndws^  Ifiat  thfcre  » afeody  offiiWi-tboVon-* 
fiderablein  number  and  a6fitity  for  Oovdrhttieih^td')l9^  b^ 
tbe\n  unnoticed;  men  Who  are  going  on  WKhP.^the  ^tojft^ 
purpofe  of  correfpondenctf  With  tl^  French^ di^  effiA^fliihg 
a  fyftem .  of  republicanifm  in  this  country ,  under  the  aiifj^ccs 
of  a  foreign  force.  Thii  is  fupported  1^  tbie^etihdut£l  ttf  our 
enemies ; '  we  can  fee  nothing  df  tfite  {mJtt^etfings  of  our  crte- 
xBics;  we  can  fee  none  of  the  fpeeches  of  their  LeadetfsV^ 
which  it  is  not  attempted  to  ari?tnatcth^Trtnchpwf|plct6itt- 
irade  this  country  ;  np  temptation  to  rnhke'^helr  i^dttei  Wa- 
bark;  no  endeavour  to  prctrail  iltpori'^fi^itife^ty'^irine/to 
try  their  feeble  efforts,  that  is  n6t  follbwed  tf^  Wift'ttie^kqie 
of  fiKcefs,  by  the  co-operation  of  traitors  in  this  coiHfS^/*-! 
think,  thcrefore/I  may  i»ch^tneto  fay^that^Vfliftf  ttic  Crown 
idoes  ftate  by  a  Meflage,  that  the  irtformirtibn^  is  reciMVM  of 
the  exiffence  of  fuch  a  defigft,  we  ought  to  b6  pnepared^tt- tfie 
beft  manner  poffible;    •      '  ;,''  '  '   '     ''''    ^''     * 

WKch'we  know  ■*«  the  enemy  atv  fomiittg'a  pbn  W  in* 
Vade  thfs  coiirttry  ;  whd^  vrt  know  tKat  ht  (6tmtt  times,  on 
fuch  communications  from  the  Throne,  our  anceftors,  wlth^ 
out  m^eftigation,  'had  i^ecbUffe  tdthe  raealbrb  of  eniblin^ his 
Majefty  to  fecure  and'  detain  thofe  who  are'  fiffpdifited  6f  OM^ 
fpiri'n^^^amifl*  his  Governrtienti  '  I  fay,*  we-  Jlhotild  be^wlinf* 
ing  tb' ourlclves,'  If  we  htflfate  In  adopting  th^  mea&rre'i^ 
whicR'thfe  honourable <3entfefti^n  alluded, 'fefatyfeiy  WWh  * 
didikc,' iitbhe  part  ofTiiVrpcech^  btft  which  1  h(^  m^  HdUfe 
will  ghre^effeft  to  before  We  Vepaf ate-  thifs  'hi^j  I't  wa$-«y 
intcnciort'to  Have  rndved  fbr'that  law  i«»fftediately' atiteif -'difl- 
poiing  t>f  the  AdJfefi  r  htit  that;  having  ftf^tffted'itfelf  ^elfi*^ 
Where,  wc  may  be  enabled'  to  gWc' it  the  iorct  of  law  ubMv^ 
-      '"  ■  •  ■  •■fp#ed*r. 
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.^foc^ly.  1  hpflC'  the  interval  ip^itl  ndt  \k  a  gteait  qiaiiny  mi- 
tiptes  ifiCotewcfcc  thit  meafute  )i3s  rcceurcd  the  fan^oti  of 
afloirtier  Uoufe  of  Lq^ilamr&  I^is.a.metforc  ^t  becoineB 
nairttflanr  on  grouni^  iniitpatdy  "tODfiiejEiled^j^ith  the  fobjoft 
now  tewre  us.  I  am  very  glad  ^ero  is  now  t\Q  difiirrence  of 
opioion  ii|)oa  the  main*  ^wioQ  ;  tte  unioii  of.this  Hoofe  is 
veiry  dcfil!ihU/^p(f»thi»potnt;  and  t^refore^altlbugKIinaj 
pnoMl  ag9(ini^  lome  of  th^  do<ftrines  of  ihe  honoi»rame  Geo- 
Ueuuun  wTO.fpoke  laft,  I  am  unwilling  to  dwell  upon,  the 
points  00  ;#hicb  wediffer,  becaufel  am  unwilling  to  diilurb 
4lieit  un^tiimity.    - 

T^motion  was  then  pat  and  carried  nem..an. 
'  Ajo$f&gf  from  the  Lords  iofeimed  the  Ifoufcy  that  thdr 
loTdmigffiiit&tci  it  to  continue  £^ing  fome  time  longer; 
VrhickM!!^  ^^fflBci  to,  and  an  anfwer  fcnt  to  the  Lords  accord- 
ingly,      -If. 

•  ibc^S^iftr  Qffttrai  t)(en  moved  fer  leave  to  bring,  in  a 
B^Utior  ihcfHtf^cnfil^e*  dn^ring  thj^.war,  the  fending  any  pn>«- 
fcnjjicc.  (with  th^  ume  provifioiis  as  in  the  cafe  of  Holland) 
tQ  Swita^rland»  or  to  any  perfons  .airline  under  the  authority 
ofchepecfens^aiercUjnfl;  the  powers  of  Government  therein  ; 
or  to  tnuisfer^siy  ftockf  ^c.  without  the  licenfe  of.htsJMa* 
jdkjj    under  th^  jluu^d  cf  the  Secretary  of  State,    &c.*-> 

'    JUSfir^CfOI^O^  THB  HABBAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

^  Amc&gjt,  from  the  Lords  informed  the Houfe,  that  their 
LordOiips  had  paCed  a*  Bill,  intituled  **  an  A£tto  empower 
his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  fuf* 
pcd  to  be  confpiring  againft  his  Peribn  and  Government." 

Mr.  Sfcr4tary  Dundas  moved  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
fifft  time. 

Mr.  Sbiridan  faid,  he  was  fo  tenacious  of  the  liberty  of  the 
fob^e^,  and  fo  unwilling  to  aflent  to  any  infringement  upon 
it,  that  he  could  not  aflent  to  this  meafure;  without  much 
Aronger  proofs  ofitsneceffitv  than  any  which  had  yet  been 
given*  The  right  honouraUe  Gentleman  who  had  taken  no- 
tke  pf  bis  fpeech  that  ilight,  had  treated  it  as  if  it  were  the  firft 
time^he  bad  fpoken  againft  the  French  invafion.  The  right 
honourably  Gentleman  forgot,  that  he  had  fpoken  as  ftrongly 
upon  that  fiibjeA  on  every  other  occafion  when  it  became  ne* 
cd&ry  to  t^kc  notice  of  it.  This  he  (hted  in  paOing  merely  to 
itaHv  lh|t  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  roirconceived  his 
icfitiments  upon  that  fubjed^,  when  he  treated  them  as  novel  in 
it^e  peribn  who  delivexed  them. 
.  Vot.  IL  1798.  3  B  It 
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It  jnight  ba  &id;  thar  therd  are  |ierlbn»M|ir  iURdnTtno^d 
and  dut^  thflncioiev  to.  pR)4uM  fi>e(^c  oriiocim  iMMwniiiiif 
theoegeflfey^oftbcJdlnow.bcfcHythe/Hiwft^WwW 
tbitiwhidi  intgKt  operate  to  .the  prejiffibce  ia(  io^^  Iffjijiiffri 
lpetfiNi«.    To  this  he  would  »nfwer«  thjic  tt»e  v«rf  VR^Rpg  A«^ 
aBiHasihis4  Mns»  to  titithf.creatmg  thffigren^  afjimc-jQ^ 
raiiing  the  hi^eft  prejii^ocs*    IiKioed  tker/e/wa>.iMts.MsiWr 
theH'^ti.  &i.pnfent,  fo  |^lAufihIeafroun4tfof:f4fM9fl«Q!C^llir 
Jiahar  Cotpms  A6t,  as  there  wa«  AvhcA  i^  ^RMJaJliafipi^ida^ 
•Then  a  c>nraitfeeeof  e^ch  Hovife  of  Parli9n9e9i.iiV.fiir  ifiVQitf 
days,  examined  intothe  fub)e&,  and  declared  thmr  ^Mmn  %^iVW 
that  there  exifted  in  this  cotioay  a  fxwfpulicy  agMUft  klfilRPftl- 
tution and  Government.  The  Miniftcr  thtfn  hiPHg^:(aiWffd» 
what  he  contended  to  bey  •  full  proo/  of  thoeaiftfR^igfAKit^ 
o»i(ipicac]r«   It  wat  then  dovibted^  .wliefth^riOfii^i/Cjtlb^  w» 
fuch  a  confpiracy  or  not ;  fuch»  however*  waat  tbe  ei^nci^.aii^ 
Cbe  L^fflanir^«&d  Up6u  \U    HcM  tbftlie.v^s  n^  .^ideqce  ,- 
<aa*  tbexontiaryi  ihe  .affuranees  of  iht;  Chu^Upr^^  ^  £|^ 
dhequer  tended  to  Akv,  that,  there  ei|i(^,  at  |hisa)9a«ei|tt  J? 
tkis  coanlsf^y^  a  general  fpifit  o£  loyalty.  ^d.«tiPjf:ha)C9t  t^th^ 
Govcmmenr.    He  fliould-thfirafaro  hav-e*  <;MrMkml  fi»A  .* , 
AiKeraent  ffxm  die  Minider  rather,  aa.  endoniqe  thft.fu^a 
meaibre^  this  was  unneceflary..  than  Qtl)crwiif«-,:]W-hei9 1^\% 
meafure  was  urged  upon  the  gfound,  that  therp  W4%A,ftHtl>hCT 
of  perfons  wlio  correTpond  ,withfUi«e  FfQVuCKr^fVl  W^o  iaritc 
them  hichen  he  could  not  aileHt  to  it,  (secaiife^j^ei^  y|^4^.^Qj(^ 
ter  pKttf  of  that  than '  the  Minifter'sa^Enftioiij  to.ivrtf  tali  evn>e-* 
rtenco  did  not  teach*  himr  to  git/c  inoplicit  i^isilit  kJ^^^ittft 
therefore  meet  the  motioEi  for  readiii^.  this  3iU  a  ftrft'tioii; 
with  bia  decided  neganre*         o  .     ,_..     .  r- 

The  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  with  repr^fo-tlif 
exideneettf  a  cmfpiraoy,  what  he-had  faid  had  beenHEnirrepre^ 
featod  by.the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpokip  lMt»>  4t-hi4 
facen  ilated,  as  if  be, had  oonf«eyed  an  idea,  tba(  nqtbiogjiw 
to  be  found  in  this  country  but  liyatty:md  attaQhmeiit  toGc^ 
vanuncnt.  That  loyalty ».  indeed,  he  was  happy  to  think  .ifsi> 
general ;  bat  fofar  was  iiecfrgm  ftating  it  to  he  un^knuu^ 
thatt  on  the  oontrary,he  dated  eKprtfsiy».tbaijiUhcugh  a  l«c]9B^ 
portion  were  ?&vciur»blo  to  Govera^i^eiit,  ib^re  wqrp»  nev«f» 
thekls  a  defirnption  of  perfons  too  <:oiU)<iera)de  boi!)  in  nuaa^ 
ber  and  a£livity,  to  ba^  paiTed  by  unnoticed,  vvhofc  condi^i^ 
was  oppofcOB  to  the  general  fenfe  of  this  nation.  Watit  itufa 
to  be  conteodedy  thai  bccauC:  thefe  circumftanocs  were  lo  plaiii 
as  to  call  forth  the  zeal  of  aliuoft- every  man  in  the  country, 

.    _     CJMJept 
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eilt^l^f  it^  cncwifcsi  that  therefore  wc  were  to  take  no  precmi*. 
fi6n'^#Httr^Vel^4bt?  wr  own  iafet^  ?.  Th«  hMDtmble  Gende^ 
ihaA  Aid/  thetto'WM  a  peifiod  when  ive  ouKehrcs  £d  not  think 
it  JfetoAfj^  to  tQik«  lht9  pvecantioa,'  witbbdt  laying  before  Parr^ 
KMIMt  differed  tvidenoes  from  ihatv  which  is  befctfo  it  itom, 
TiM0  Wltfj  1i«deddv  *  time  •when  evil  difpc^ed  ptrfons  wers 
a€tKr6f  Hhi  vrtiM  thtift  were  ivifufreAiansrand  diiEcjolties  to 
Se  d««i^<e^Mie/tf ml  tdamger  x&  be  avoided. 

[SflfSiiildllW  tbd  honoutsible  Oentieman  undertake  to  faj^ 
iMf^ttll!^^^^  bf  the  enemy  for  a  defcent  ofofi 

tHi^UtififfpyV  vreteatany  other  period  during  the  war  ever  fo 
r^t^iliilfilMllfilNrvQind  fo  ttuty  alarming  as  at  the  prefentccifiar 
H^*KiniWM^'>fa#dly  Hdi:  fo  ill-ibat)ded  aii  aflertion.    Franoe 
hid^  1V»  A#iM^mer  fiart  of  the  <eoiiteft»  been  t<HaUy  eogagcctin 
h^'t^riUMtJ^  wars ;  the  powe#f»L  confederacy  whieh  ha4 
betfh-lbrtMd^^ilfft'her,  >kept  her  troo^  in.  cDnftatit  ^Stion^ 
Mipt^y9j^  every  meant  and  every  refocnrce  to  which /(be 
coiii4''ieft>rt:    She  was  fo ^oti  pleteiy  ooctipied  aa  to  render 
evciy  hdflMe  'deflgn^'igdinft  us  ndtcukKis;  and  every  at^mpe  . 
p6rfkA^'iltr{[aitd#y^  •  We  were  well  aware  of  the  wreaknrft  of 
het  fRckHiy  'wilbTcfpeift  to  the  execution  of  any  pa>}e&  df 
lAva^  a^Aift  nvf  tiiou^h  we*  were  at  the  fame  time  faily  i»* 
tisBed-bf  her  6e^Tu&\ve  views  and  her  wifhas  to  annihilate,  isn 
^'ih  iftdeji^d^t  'nation*     But  fitvated  Qnd  involved  as,  ihe 
tTifel^llMM.iwe'h^  lefs  t^appfl^hend  from  any  attempts  which, 
iA^tfr^h^M  tiPlnotdiiiate  ambitioi^,  and  urged  on  by  intem- 
pe¥Ae'^v^Mge,lHe  tm^%  hoM(e^ver, madly  be  induced  to  make^ 
fottkt  pQtp6kt£  de^Poying  our  political  and  civil  liberty/ 
otfr  t-elf^ous  bteftngs,  and  our  cc^maiercial  profperity^    But 
the  ^ft  #as  now  extremely  differem . 

The  French  Government,  freed  fnwn  the  perplexities  and 
(busies 'in  which  it  had  been  involved  by  tbo  militsry  exer- 
tions of  the  continental  powers,  %vas,  at  liberiy  to  empjoy  its 
tttop^direftiy  againft  us,  and  centered  all  its  hopes  in  attaeb** 
irtg  thil  naltion,  which  had  fo  glcrioufly  opp^ifed  the  torrent  «f 
general  anarchy,  and  manfully  continpcd  the  con^ft  vigo^ 
roiifly^  fbcc^f$fuUy,and  alone,  againfiall  xiie  forpe,  and  ugaioft 
ad  the  arts  and  machinations  which  it  coukl  empk)y.  The 
fort^rt'had  hitherto  employed  had  been  defeated  with  dif* 
gta^and  (hame,  and  the  bafe  underminingJuacW nations  with 
wW(«h  it  wt)rked,  to  diffufc  difaflp^ion  ami  pmpogate  the 
doavfhis  of  anarchy  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  woqW,  he 
tnifted;  be  fpeedily  and  fuccefsfolly  counteracted*  If;he.waat- 
dl  MV  Other  evidence,  to  fbew  the  neceiS&ty  of  tlie  interference 
'  3  B  a      .  of 
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of  P^rljan^cnty  to  invcft  the  executive  Ooyehminit  wMr  die. 
p0W^f  ^^ted.ia  the  Bill^  he.wouU  make  u(b  of  no  other  ^ lb 
fto^Amiffn^  ie,  chao  the  prompt  and  ipoiitaneiE>iis  cAkf  vrtuci^ 
t^e  bonpurabie  Gentleman  had  made  in  the  bcgiiii^lrig  of  '^ic 
fteb^ie»  to  jpin  in  the  mo({  efiefiual  itianner*  M  pramoti^g 
tte  ^xeabus  and  fpirited  unanimity  of  the  whpl|5  body  of  Ac 
p^lei  in  their  exertions  to  fecure  from  the  tapdnity  oiFa^  un-r 
prinD^M^y  plundering,  and  lawlefs  invadcir,  the  pdfleffon  of 
every  obje^  that  was  truly  dear  to  them.  Aut  irardiare  mt^j 
thing,  he  would  aik,  that  could.produce  unanimity fai  agtciifefc 
t^ejUHce,  ftod  fecure  the  vail  benefits  naturally  refiiltu^inKo 
the  great  and  happy  co-operation  of  all  welt^^df^fidfed  |»EHaf»t 
jointly  exerting  themfclvea  with  one  heirt  anif  ^A|MielH%i4 
for  theiprefervation  of  their  mod  valuable  yigfajts^  thiut.'j^ 
adoption  of  thepreCent  meafore,  which  virem  to.iAit  iit^jfif^ 
JMzSc&^d  and  dangerous  men  from  de(ltoyhi|^  ^fPfi^^  ^SU 
.  t>f  violence  and  iofidious  arts,  that  unanimity  db  Wbich  tfa^ 
honourable  Gentleman  ha(|  laid  fuch  ftfefs  fur  ifl%l6Hog 
the  ftlva^ion  of  the  country  ?  How,  ther«fb)ie,^tisebD^i^rT 
.able  Gentleman's  objcflions, could  b^'farriy  n^con^^M%rith 
the  animating  and  patriotic  profeflions  which  he  hfit  Mladc, 
and  which,  in  h&  did  him  (6  much  honour,  he  CooU  not  help 
•faying,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  determine.  -  -2  -  ^  • 

The  honourable  Gentleman  did  feel,  from  the  ii4^ixt;tf  ef- 

fofion  of  the  warmth  and  impaflioned  fenttn(iept^oF^piM)Ci^^ 

.    -i^rhith  l^e  had  delivered,  that  the  zealous  <»^9pd«t|9^ofi$rcr]r 

^individual  was  required)  at  this  important  f:Hri^'iti  tl^ci  optfi^r 

•thon  defence,  and  furely  tie  would  not,upOn  mat^  rafle^kin. 

-weaken  :th;|t  moCt  defirable  end  by  hi^  oppofitiofi  to**  BiU 

wbich  dijce^ly  went  to  invigorate  the  public  tuind,  .^ml  to  ccr 

inent  th^  ejSs^ive'  an^  irrefiftible  union  of  men^  xk  all.  parties 

and  ofall  defcriptions,  by  freeing  them  from  the  appreboiiaoi^ 

and  difmay  to  i^hich  thev  vvere  liable,  by  fctftcttngj  sacsi 

minted  .\wirh  principles  ho(lile  to  the  QonditutioniK^o^t i(tdc«l» 

bent  10^  the  deftn)£li6n  of  it^  toren^ainit  large,  itireadinefs 

'  to  <GQQtf i ye  and  carry  into  eyecution  their  horrifi  |^^£b^ 

So  %9  therefore,  waj:  the  Bill  from  being  c^cftiditaMei  ifcat 

-i^,^  ihe  CTntrary,  prompted,  in  the  moft  cffeftuid.  ^^  rt^ 

.;phief;oi)je^  which  the  honourable  Gcntlen\ar>  h?id  :|t  heart- 

-  ::t^»^.h(iHiottrable  Gentlen;ian  had,  in  the  ftrft'  ftage  of  the  d^. 

*  .^fy  a^d  honourably,  and  it  was  earneftly  to  be  hoped, 

-.that  hP  wpuld  follow  up  that  condudl  by  adting  confidently. 

!^ut^^  it  confident;  with  that  vigilan<?e  and  with  fipt  {pi- 

,  rit    o^  *|tfecaution;  which  the  honou^abfe  -^ntletaaa    l^a^ 
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•to  ftrenno.nily  recommended  to  the  Hoqfe  and  to  the  cooncrf« 
grllf  to  let  us  fu^cr  the  InvaGon  to  rake  place,  anH  then  pvoh 
«€od  to  liifjjend  the  liabeas  Corpus  Afl,     In  Olhcjf  ^ords,  nnc. 
.^cie  to.be  uijcoqjmpnly  vigilant  aiid  cautibps  when  the  enemy 
.hM^?co})taiDcd  ^  footjng-intHe  country ;  an()  at  the  moment, 
yrhen  we  were  tlireatencd  with  the  moft  imminent  peril,  ^r^^ 
.  ^cre  only  tjica  to  thvnjc  pf  feciKing  ourfclves  agaiti()*<the  liin- 
geu>ps  ^d  perhaps  fatal  a(^ivitjr  ordomeftic  triitbrs.     INtt^^ 
4  was  i^rged,  that  notoriogs  probfis  ought  to  be  f\)iT»i(bed  ta 
ipdmre  the  tloufe  p  §iv.e  their  affent  to  the  ptiefent  mcufn^e. 
\n  anfwer  to  tl>at,  he  would  a(k,  what  was  die  tiature  oi  the 
proofs  whi^b  appejjrcd  ?     Tlie  Houfe  had  been  tbidi  ctt  the 
%VRhorit]^  9f  t)ie^xecutiv^  Government,  wliifch  lio  Gentlc- 
,  m^could  niiempt  to  fay,,  yould  he  lightly  hazardfed^  that  a 
flrpng  fpirir'of  difaffcfijon  prevailed  both  in  th^  country  and  in 
Ireland*     Y^^t  if  thqt  information  was  not  deemed  ftrf^ciently 
j'atisf^i^cry,  be, would  ipaiptam,  what  he  v^s  comptetely  fa- 
tufiedcQuld  n.Qt  he  denied,  that  the  H^M^c  and  the  Pobtic  ha4 
^ccn  told  io  upoQ  thp  tefliroony  of  the  French  themiclyes. 
Were  Centle;nen  thpn'  to  difbelieve  all  thefe  authorities,  and 
ivere  they  to  giye.no  credit  whatevcf  to  the  ppbltcafions  of  tho 
French  Ooverament,  which  had  uniformly  in  aimod  cfery 
topic  that  related  to  the  ulan  of  invallon*  held  out,  ds  aiten- 
poytagem/qnt  and  ^sa  faciTity  t6executeit,thatthemo(V  material 
^(lance  was  to  be  cxpc^ed  from  the  exertions  and  co-opet* 
.;i(ion  of  their!  pgents  and  inftrunaenrs'herc  ?   Would  the  Houfe 
^Qi  dli[F(EU'ently,f(oi^  the  acknowledged  praftice  of  thfir  ^ncefr 
(oo,  eyci\  fi^r,  a  coqfuierablc  tiqcKi  previous  to  the  expedled 
4;mgc^,  and  nq^  ^dopt  falu^ry  ^eafure^^of  defence  and  gene* 
ral  prefervat!on,  unlefs  the  peril' was  iifimediate  and  unavoid- 
^e  I     Such,  a  conduft  wquld  ttot  only  be  ^contrary  to  the 
rule  of  ri§jb.t,  pftablilhed  and  continued  by  the  Wifcft  prece- 
dents, bu|  wpiild  \yt  dirci^ly  th^  reyerlcf  of  th^t  Whicli  humaa 

icafon  ought  to  d»Aa^e«         /  *  ,,   ,  '  ^^   *'  ' 

Taking  the  qucftion,  therefore,  In  every 'poffibfe''p€>5m  of 
view,  he  was  lure  that  the(fc  grounds  Wenc  fufficiflSt  I6'iftducc 
the  Houfe,  tq^grcf  to  the  pfe>inV,le  df  the  Biir<^Wefl^ia  been 
icnt  to  tlicip.  from  the  Houfe  of  l^'ords.  Th^t  ¥Hef«P*  were 
.incn  difafFei^tjd  to.  the  conftiiutionof  the  coAntry 'ifrif  to  his 
Majcfty's<5»vernme;^t,  nodoubt,  coulil  prtffiHFVeXift  ;  'for  the 
Drca^mhte  of  the  B»ll  was  pro^ycd  in  moft  ^attsftftofy  itianner 
hy  clear,  and  notorious  tcftimdn^,  and  the  confequence  fol- 
lowed of  courfe.  He  therefore  earncftly  called  upon  the 
|io^(e^  ^  the  hotiourablp  ^jntlemani^in  d  |)artiCa!ar  de- 
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gfWi  whofe  c6ildtiil  in  the  fir  ft  ftage  of  th«  dcSAe  was  eittxtM 
to  the  moil  honourable  commendation,  and  whbfe  <<jbli<ill- 
ency  was  on  that  principle  fo  materially  involved  in  the  pre* 
fent  qtieftion,  to  agree  to  tlie  Bill,  and  not  lo^  fufiin-  the 
enemy  firft  to  come  here  and  proceed  ^ifterwards  to  deUber«> 
ate. 

.  Mr.  Shnpdan  An),  he  wifhed  to  a(5^  on  principle  9nd  lio|Hm 
cbftiDdcnce  ;  the  Minifter  {aid,  he  knew  the  e^ffbsnoe  of  acoft-. 
fpiracy,  and  admitted  that  be  (>Ir,  Sheridan)  did  not  knp«r  . 
h,  ho'^  then  could  he  vote  for  this  meafure  otberwife  tbw 
ppon  corifidence  ?     He  was  told,  indeed,  that  die  FwKJt 
tbemfelves  had  publifhod  their  intention  of  invading  the  c^oii'^.. 
fry,  and  that  they  truftcd  to  the  aid  of  traitots  here  j  he.  ^ 
frot. think  tliot  much  credit  was  due  to  that  affertjc^,:,  for  .^  '- 
French  themfelvcs  had  ftatcd,  that  they  would  be  joi  w4  in  th^ 
country  by  all  the  friends  of  Parliampntary  Rcforo^    Taking  . 
that  as  a  fpccimen,  either  of  their  judgment  or. va:a^ty,  tbevo 
^id  not  feem  to  him  to  be  much  iTcliance  due  to  either,     \t^ 
deed"  he  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcWqucr  expected 
too  much,  in  expelling  him  to  have  np  will  of  \\\%  own,  after 
he  had  dflented  to  the  motion  for  the  Addrefs  thot.d^y^     lif 
was  moft  clearly  of  opinion,  that  tliis  country  ought  to  bie  weH 
prcp&red  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  it  ought  alfo  to  convince  Ad, 
enemy  It  is  prepared.     That  could  be  done  only  by.  ratGng;tIie 
fpirit  of  the  Britifti  people,  to  (hew  their  dignity,    Ij^l^i^rOP*^ 
nion  to  ^deprive  them  of  fo  material  a  bulwark  as  tfi^  ^^^ff^ 
(lorpus  Adi,  was  not  the  way  to  do  either  i  .for  fuph  a  ;mca<- 
fure  would  only  fpread  difcontcnt  among  themfclvcv  damp    - 
'  their  ipiiits,  and  leffeti  th^ir  dignity  in  ;hc  view  of  foreign  n^^ 
tions 

liht'tlhancellor  of  the  'Exchequer  did  not  pretend  to  fay  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ought  not  to  have  ^ 
a  will  of  his  oWn  ;  no  doubt  he  ought;  every  body  knew  h^ 
had;  all  he  meant  to  fay  was,  that  the  principle  which  leS^ 
him  to  fupportthc  Addrefs^ought  tolcad  him  alio  to  fuppori 
this  tn^fare,'  as  a  thing  neceflarily  cotinefted  Witii  tlii^  A'<!'- 
drefi.;  /They  differed  uix)n  that  point,  and  eatlf  had  i*rigt?\ 
equal  to  the  other  to  exprefsf'his  opinion.  • :  v.  •    •  •    /♦>.  - 

Mr  ffichtlh  faid,  he  *tho6gH^  this  was  not  a  mcafure^idoptr 
cd  ff6m  Vibrtfidence,  it  was  adapted  from  princjjle';/frpmtlffi' 
apprfchenfidn  of  ^n  invafiofi  ]  ami  feeling  irfo,  it  thbugHt'ltJa  ^ 
a  duty  irteumbent'  upon  Wnt  not  to  give  a  filfcnf 'v&te*  ij[SMt 

The  (jufcftkin  was  then  put,  <•  Jl^t  this  ^  be^M^  fA^U   ' 

l^rftfutie/'  '    ^  ...   .u'  .  =   : 

'  The 
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Mjr.  ^iW^&Aii^  atfued  agamft  thetiuration  of  the  JBilf,  vhidb 
as  if  caqie  from  thfs  Lonls,<wa$  vntrl  the  ^r(l  of  Febrttary^ 
17^;  a  period  which,  be  conccriy«d,  was  mttch  too  loiig  {  lie 
fXNieetv^l  alfo  chat  there  was  no  necefljty  for  giving  it  tlm 
duration^  bteauTi^  it  was  pmhnhle  that  the  next  feffi^n  of  P^#r' 
foent  wofiM  commence  much  before  tha)t  time.   ,      \ 

The  ChajUilhr  0f  the  Exchejner  was  of  .opinion^  t^at,  i| 
mlgfatt  be  adrifabte  to  continue  the  bill  after  the  prefect  ^U 
fiotk ;  atidti^  limit  i.t^  dtiration  to.  a  ihorter  perjo^  than  t^ 
wlrich  was  fp^ified  might  poflrbly  prevent  the  member^  ^ 
thft^ou(rfipbto  being  adivc  in  diSerei^t  parts  of  the  cpuf^try 
in  Jh;  manner  they  n^ight  wifli  to  be,  ^^A  as  the  hmaaxT^^^ 
Geatleman  recqiiimendcd  them  to  be  ;  becaule  they  migl^t 
be  c;^ted  up  to^heit  d^fty  in  that  JHoufe,  for  theipieref  urpp^ 
Qf  rwicmng  the  prelent  bill.  ... 

The  Speaker  obfervpd,  that  the  queftion  of  tl^c  duratioa.of 

the  bill  dould'bnlf  be  diTcufred  in  the  Committee ;  and  ij^at  if 

thrhill  had'^rtginatedin  t^at  Houfe,  the  part  of  it.  whiiph  re- 

lpei£bed  thedurapVbn  muft  have  been  in  blank* 

'  Vfr*  HoShdufi  (^^  that  Tio  roan  woyld  have  been,  more 

^rward  rhaxi  himlelf  to  join  in  the  furpenfion  of  the  Ha6ea$^ 

Cfffut  Adt  in  C2Sc  of.abfolute  nec^ffuyi  but  a&  it  wa^  a 

very  ftrong  mcafure,  very  ftrong  prooif  of  its  neceffity  ough^ 

to  be  adduced  (^ef^re  it  was  adopted.   He/aw  00  fu^^i  pfqpf  f 

hehadlieard  mu^h.pf  the  notoriety.of  a.fppi^fpifacyexil^ii;^. 

Sgaij^S  }hc  Gpyf:f oqaj^pt  of  this  qoupt^y,  he  knevy  <>{  my 

fnch  notoriety  ;  he  could  hot  vote  upon  an  aiTertion  of  A^^ 

aotori^)y  ;  aAJth^rqfqre  he  yoted  agaiull  the  mqafure^  , 

.   Mr,  Tierney  (aid,  }ic  (Jipujd  .b^  ejuremely  forry  it  wopt 

fttt^oth^  PMWict  that  he  h^d  ^(Icoted  jto,  any  mea&re  t(| 

abrid^  the  liberty  of  the  fubjct^y  on  the  ;wopls  of  ,t^,  iy^l«: 

J^^Sk^^    He  did  00  fuch  thing*    Hft;  yot^  fipoo  m^c^  .bolt^Q 

evidosure.    Th^  4i(li ^QHon  bf^tween  x\u^  and  the %f^cf  rijkC«^ 

peii|i9n,of  rJ^e^ifai^ifisQQrpus  A£k  was^.iha?  thq  pfr^ajmyek 

of  the  prefent  bill  was  founded.  Mjpgn  the  yfiT^\&  i^f  vhf 

Crand  Jur^«    He  hoped  th^t  the  determination  of  that  jury 

would  be  found  erroneous ;  but  it  was  t£npoiSble.fi9c;iifigi,t^ 

pronounce  it  to  until  another  Jury  had.  pailed  their:  ver4i^ 

tip W  the  ^ueftioti.  it  wa$  Mpoi)  a  v^rdid  oCfi'Jury  be  fo^r^; 

ed 


ciSis  vdte^and  he  (hpuld-havtt  been  foftjritfliodd^adMiaKl^ 
t(ur<$eii  i|i^  flBoment'of  daraii  he  had fbt ed  :uMf)thiflg 
jigainftithelibieynf  cfithdfiit!}e£t,  withourterin^beto  Mltcd 
upon  todoia  by  his  ^iiblid lAiiy »  Jie  octttCdeitd^thii fliitllflg 
vl'tbd biU  as  his JtiffificattM  fyv th«  vdtttt4us.1i9it^vtti/  aiiA 
Jlfr4M6|^  tlfaf  h(^«)tt1(raght  to  b^  tf(tlMMmVbft|^trillg.^^^ob 
ittpon-boiriidMteJn  a'V«rtfa>df  tt^;ftf^y^f**»«»^         ^'^rri 
^  ^  kivi'9Mi^^]^^v«fl  of  ^  ^h^ '  lirMfiire,  iirAl  ^SlMhen|iUi> tHM 
^  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridati)  'Md;  by  htft'«|^dfiteM 
t»^H  >l4lr6lWn  a  dfifmp  upoiWhkt  fie'had^faW*b«fore.»'»  ^ 
-    Thfe<}iii*ftion  il^as  thch^f1\rf'the  fccddfliftt^ 
'•IAa*hb'«mWa«teadafecbndtittte1rftfftea«fly.>^^^       ''  -' 
'  ''^  -Th^'Chahcelici^  of  fhe  Exchequer hi^''\m^%i^^)tMlM 
'Miflbd'WfhdfildlTke'  to  irhbW/S^htfK^'^riV^ktlbfiftQ'flSiff 
thy^  and^if  any,  what  amendifflfetits  ^'^t6^6K>'^^"  .rrv-j-rp 
Mr.  Ttemey  Taid,  he  did  not  fee  any-Vitfftrfl*Hlaft?»Snr^l8r 
tohffliirfhr  the  bill  tffl  the  fi^ft  of  Ftbrtiff,  ^^itife  *%te 
reatoriaMe  b  prcrunie  that'flfc  rtekt^Stfl56W  WWtiM  coiifrtriiiW 
long  brforc  that  period  - '  tVercfyrc.  Y^'^tMj^fm'^eif^^i^ 
of  limiting  the  duration  dt  theMl  •)f»^'tft(!'if'Ifoycft*d^ 
itcidf,  dr  for  tch  dairs  aftdHHe  ibenlfl^'df*  ffiiS'ntiif  SiifljbA  of 
I^lHiamcm;  ••     ^      -^    ^''''  ^  •^••>i.;K,rno.  i:  7^1  -n^^.-* 

The  Speaker  lliggeftW,  that  thW  tfdn^ffittftffc8ahf  i^ 

be  regular  in  a-Comfnitt^eV-^'^-  '^  ^  '  ^^^^  "^  L.u^^^vjKfcw.^rf 

•*Th<i'  qiieftlon  wis  th^ii  'piff/'that  the  ttK  ^l?^^<SWtft^ 

ittd  ordeted:    '•  '      '  '      ''      '  "  -'    •  •^•-q^''J^''^^^^'q^  '-1 

'   ThfeHouTc  being'iii'aCoaimlttie/l.bifdMipSJiW 

nre-Chair,         ' -^  ^  ;  •".  •.  "•'•  '''' ;{:^r\;f]:^ 

*  "Mr.  ^iemey  rtprcd  kis'Atncfidihent,  th4?''ft^  durayio^  of 
the  bill  Ihoiild  be,  only  ti'lf  the  Grft  of  Noveinbtrr  next*,'  or  fef 
ten  days  i^er  the  cbm'menceiiicnt  of  next  SeflloQ  pf  ^ar][i»« 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe'Exchequer  wHhcd*;t^  KpOYTi.  >^i^^ 
^hc  hon,  Gent lemw  intcftficd  tq  fix;  it'  C^^ j^^e^  j^^ft^^ 
Vcmber^  as  there  trii^t  be  a  ^«i*,enal  j^i|H^(«?iic^  fc 
ahd  ten  days  after  the  begiiming'of  ue^t  ^cifipmi  jTJ^^ 


,'*»ys  after  the  beg^^^ 
Gentleman  would  l^  ^h^t^tl^P  latter  jpg^^  be^J^^n^ay^  tSrf 
tl)e>ejginpiiig  of  January  ^^.^^^"^V^/X*  *?^^J^ 
fend/ not  only  b^yb^Jthe  tjiote  >»^hich  hc^wggfj^ti  ppt^aljpaC 
Ikyond  tliat  of  the  bill  ^s  jjt,no^V  floods ;  ^!. '  w  .1  ■  ^  J '  -nO 
;*  dn  Mr.  Tier'ney  abrWeriiig  that  he  wi/h^tgJeaYf  U  tt>J^ 
IWl  of  November,   •       •     "  .         .         *     " 

The  OfonccUor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  date  of 
the  expiration  of  ihK^  Bill  wo«iId  thus  be  made  aMq^ule,  at 'a 

time 
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lime  when  the  perfoaal  fervices  of  members  might  be  fo  em» 
ployed  in  different  quartcn  of  the  kingdom  in  ihe  repelling  the 
entmyV  as  w  i>Tcvent  the  adf^iilbling'dr  thai  Houfe.  "^  - 

>  Mn  -Vkfmj  ceroid  not  cbncoiye'  any  ficcatbn  of:  affiiirb 
mtbo|itihe  whofe  cottiitrv  were  in  tbeencmy^s  pofl5biSon»'in 
ivhich  thftParltaaientcoi»Id  not  meet.  Heoonceived^tHittbete 
m^bt'  ^!^tft  be  found  a  fufficimit  Mmber  about  the  netropQ- 
)i^.  ^P  putv^w  $p^ker  in  the  cMn  And  if  drtuibfibnces 
^bocjd  reotM  it4mpof&ble  or  inconveniest  to  afieoaUe^dierei 
they  weiAfM9tfoi?ely  csonfined  to  Weftminfter  as  a.  plsice  of 
gitetiiif--4faff{jr'nught  aflcmbl^  in  any^pm  of  the  k]ii|6om 
which  was  nH>ft<convenient« 

The  Qkmpilkr  »/  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  foch  .  itteafuiet 
wsn^.be  |ft)9cii.for  the  protefispn  of  the  metropolis)  j|$<endec- 
cd  it  highly  in],p|[qbabb  that  it  would  be  necefiary  to  change 
$bffif^9IP^9f:  meeting.  But  he  ^oubted  whether  they  could 
nieet  9fifh  il^f^fuU^^attendance  nexreSiry.tothedirciiffion.of  the 
queftiony  witbppt. calling  too  many  away  fromobjefte  of  equ^l 
prsreater  iiopprtaql^e. 

Mr.  ShnidoM  again  ftattd  bis  obj^ionis  to  ihe  wM«  pf  the 
.  meajiar^.   It  ha^*^^**  W^  ^^Y  Mr.  Tierncy)  that  tb^,prefent 
bill  was  in  foqaf  ipcaf^rc  home  ova  bv  the  verdwa  of  a  Grand 
Tory.  ^  J^t  hf  '^once^ved  that  the  leaU  fufpcnfiony  to  which  he 
had  obj^£lcq^,w.asTw  ^^^I'y  SP^  authority,  bf;ing 

fbdn^'by'a  committee  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  for  it 
{hqji^U  b<;  fCf^e^ted  thatj}Qtb  the  Grand  Jury  and  the  oom^ 
mTteet  proceeded  oh  V;r  parit  evidenc/:.  He  w^  ftill  of  opinio^ 
Ihiit jt^e  nrefcnt  w^  a  meafvre  niore  likely  to  eiKourage  t^an 
to  iieprets  the  hopes  of  the'eneitiy.  Nor  could  he  forget  the 
con^qcn^,  of, -the  l^  fufpenlipni  ,un4ef  which  ibout  100 
perionshad'beeh  apprehended/  fbnie  of  them  ttied  and  acquit- 
ted,, and  all  (||f,fhem,dircharged  without  a  fpot  of  £uilt,  aKfr  a 
rigra  a3i4/long  confinement,  tie  could  npt  thipk  ^^s^t  thoii; 
W^J|^d'ioabure(^  the  powers  then  put  in  thejr  hands^  w^r^ 
fit  perrons  to  be  again  entrufted  with  Cmilar  authority;,. for 
thcfe  i^fons  he^muU  give  his  difient  to  the  duratioBi  as  well  - 
as  tbe  jjriqciple  of  th<?  bill.  .    \ 

f/lf.'llii^&y  atfmitjfe^I  that  the  vcrfiabf  the  committees,  and 
dtcOH^^  fury 'proceeded  on  VAf  ^/^  evidence  j  Wvihatlhe 
prgfcrrttf^the  flndlhg  of  the*  Grand  Jury,  as  h^  conceived  thern 
to  li*  Ida  iihiir  ihetn<hxence  of  the  rtoiniftcr-  *  *  ', 

'Tfii  awW%V  fh^  Exchequer  did'  not  'profrfs  tifnrfcff  tq 
he-^vWy  ilAlKBii&s''io  inrerpo^  between  the  '  hoA^ut^ftfe 
Gentkmcn.  /H^  would oolv  obfcrvfe,thit\hcpcrG;AViioVJTipm 
•^  »Vtit\  irrV^Si'  '-•  ■'       '•     iC ^-'aa 
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arriiorKMiVsUtf<?eiiti6rasn  (Mr.  Sheridan}  hi^  .^Iud<[{]f,j^re 
not  k>ngeriri^4iftodf  than  ihsy  might  be  by.ltw.Mwof  tf^^jgni 
as  it  €^r  fliMd;  With  ^dpeft  to  the  quefiioA  td^vfi '  tg  tHe 
-contfiKiiMde  of  rite  bill»  ^e^hcnped  Parli^meat.ttfCMilil  h'^ve,^^ 
farirt  fitfinr^lie  pcjffibilky  mliwh  he  h«J  at^v^ap^cfUi^  to  g^^pt 
fuch  fupplies  as  would  not  render  its  meeting  abfolutely  necci^ 
fary  (o  early  as  November.  The  difference,  how^ve^^bctWecn 
them  was  too  trifiing  for  ihc  GMUlcmen  to  divide  the  l^oofe 
upon.  .  .     ..',         J'  ,  ^ 

Mr.  Tiimey  thoucht  that  tlie  reaforis  fgV  utgmg  his  amend- 
ment, were  rather  flrengthetfed 'than  diminiflied  by  the  laft 
ar|;ument  of  the  right  hoiioawMfle  Gentlemam*  f^r !  t  '   -  .  [ 

G6it;rar7it^/«¥tfii  fopport^d  the  amendment,  oii'tK^  grbti'nd, 
tKat  lArttfa  refpe^  to  this  cMiniry  the  danger.of  an  irfyafioQ  mUd 
be  over  by  the  Kid  of  floveaiber,  thgugh-it  niig^  be  groaicr 
as  toffHbfifter  kingdom.  ^  That  ftate  of  thss.fafeatiior  liliich 
wpulddiRburage  fuch  an  attempt*  here;  v«!>uld  i^th^ir  oiih 
chaiice'of  fucctfs  in  that  Efldnd.   '  The  Hodb  Uien  divided. 

^j^/j,  (For  the  An3cf\dtiientj  ^        14 

^^"*  —         .     —     ::    ---^.    _i3j 

Majority  '  i^g 

The  duration  of  tbebill  tkeitffore  is,  umil  the  firft  of  Fe- 
bruary next.  ^    . -^ 

Thfi  biU  then  went^throogh  all  it?  ttfigtSf  gnd  was  pafled. 

•  I  .  J  -   } 

•  if  wc  ^ 

HOtFSE  OF  LORDS.  i    J  / 

•  tVtni  '  ^  ?'  ^  ^    „ 

SatORDAY,   ufprtl  2t.  .^ 

The  koyal  Affcnt.wasgi*cn>  by  cojsimiiljotl4«b<Ni^  BHl  fat 
fufpeMAi^  the  ITatfas  Cerfus'  Ad  until  the  firft  of  Febftiary 
next,  and'ioontpffva(fe^biiJw*-«Adjouriiedfc    c   ...  r  \ 


y-;'  •  '■  ;"'•:  '  -hoU'SE  o^  commonb;^-'  .... '.  -' 

Saturday,  April 2u    ^ju    1-         '* 

The  5//tf<^  ittfiMittdA Jibe.  WMfeiliatpic  had  been  in  the 
r(iwfetf ^^|]^»  wh^fethc^^oy^l  4(&i^t  ,v^'fi^.^n(^ti^]tothe 
♦J8aiitO'Cnft|KWcrybis;M?jc^v.  iq:fecu^«  ^  cj^^ljn^ijpfhi^perltjus 
as  he  (hall  fufpecSt  to  be  confpiriiig  againfl  his  peuf)(f  W4}'€^^ 
vcmmcnt,  andM^fK  K'V^W  ^^^^        -^     .    .  .->     l  ^  /.  J 

:    ..       -  ^''    "     '^  The 
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TheiBni'ferfmveming,  daring  the  wtar^  th^'J^ud^^liiikl 
tnj(Micy/ or  traftwerrmg  any  property,  &c*  WJ.tbp.p^^S  ^^. 
crciffiig  *e-iSovernment  in  Svirjt^hiid,;^r  tftodftVisHeffpw 
aaiiig  un<i^  them,  &c.  was  vssui'a  ftcc^id  tini^  ^M:5ff^^ 
tDl)6  ctiminWled  lo  |  cofAipittcp  of  }^P  Wb6li^  H90£^/9I>  MqPt. 

■  'A^tAirnpdV        •  ■■-  -^^^  '    -  I       t.  '..-•''  %-  /Kuol  ,/. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  .    ! 

.  -I       .  -,  '   •■  ..;  .,  Monday^  ^pr^^T.;^..     .     ,  ^,^/  ,  '      * 
Heard  CcMnfel  on  ft^  Scots /ifqM99>t«  ,  ,     ^    ..  ^ 

MaijcAyf^tbciobftanceof  nrhirt  ^^i,  thai  ilwiMajc^  jc^ 
o^mi^eods  nfe^zhis*  Pacliament  .io  .wniideH.  of  the,  fnf^p^  of 
ki^ifiog^ia£jMa)Bfty.rom9he4iit|  rennliujoqf*  ^^fr^Wfl,  on 
the  authbritjl  bfjkm  Irifli.  'Pe)rJu»intm^  froqfi  tiffi?  to  tipac^  9^, 
({lali  nof.exsodd  tbeXtim'of  twgimiUiont)  on?prpviiipu  being 
roade  for  theinterefl  and  charges  on  a  loan  to.that  amount. 

The  mcffageTxring  read',  an  Addfcfs,  ^hidi  wa&ifn  ^chp  of 
(J^e  mef&^y  was  agreed  to,  nem-  dif, 

■^?  y 
.-.  i  10  ilT  iiu  .iHOUSl-  X&F«>COMMON8.     .   .. 

•   r..^  T  Monday,  Jpril  23. 

A  meffage  from  the  Lord's  'Atormcd  the  Houfei  tfiat  the 
Jjords  had  agreed  to  feveraj^privace  bills,  and  had  paQbd  a  bill 
/or  divorcing  Samuel  Bod Jington,  Efq,  from  h^s  now  wifC}  to 
which  they  deiired  ihe  Concuritenct  of  die  Hoofe, 

Mr.  ff\  Dunda^  ^rqught  in  a  B^J  to  ^oiend  the  laft  m^tta 
a£i  for  Scotland;  read  a  ^rfl  ti'noe. 

S%\  jWS  iftMlOf  bought  in  ^  bilt  to'  r^gulaV?-  ihti  ^cpaftuf e  op 
cert:tti)fcdcnnftbn  and  uninciored.}and$;./ead  a  jQrrft  t)ff^^  and 
orderci]  to  be  read  a  fecond  timey  and  co  be  printed.   . 

Mr.  Secretary  JOiundas  moved  the  or^er  of  the  day,  for  thp^ 
iccoml  reading  of  the  BiIJ  fof  the  "better  dividing  the  militia  into' 
^'gicnents,  battiflions,  4«id  gopipl^esj^^^.  rpad  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  tp  a  cpmn)ittee  pf  jthe   who^ 
Houfe  the  ocxt  jla^.- '     /        '•  1  ^  '^^  Ti. 

Th^CSiJ^mUir if  'ik'Eka>t^if  mbrtA ifhc tJnWr nf the diy, 
|if:^*H6uVfe  t^derftfrther6)F^  a'fupply  tb  te  grahtto* to 

The  Houfe  having  refo!ir.*d  into  a  coainfrtUec,         **  ' 

3  C  2  The 
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il\\t^^cr,etarj  at  IVar  moved,  ftaft  it' is  thfe  o|frffittn^'oP»tfc^  • 
commltc^j  ^thac  a  (iimt  nor  exceeding  t^^t\^y^y\.  i;9^  fd.  te>'^ 
gramcd  ^^  K ui,  Klajcffy,*  to  defray   the  expcnces  o* <We  esrtrtdr'* * 
Siparics  of  the  army,  from  the  25th  of  Decetnlfcr  1*79(5^  lor^' 
the  24m  of* December  ii^'i^  n6t  provided  fcrl/Jrp^llAifent •^'' 
The  Chancellor  oftU  Exchtifur  faid,  that  the  fiitti  iioiir  pr*^' 
pQfe4,]tQ.be  voted,  .was  the  excefs  of  the  whole  oflhi^  1»rafidx 
of  expenditure  \>cyond  the  efllmate  i  and  he  b:ld  the  faHffae-^ 
tiontofind,  that  the  amount  of  it  came  as  nearly- :ds  poffibb* 
to  the  fum  which  he  conje^ored  at  the  laft  opeait^  of^^Ko 
Way$  and  Means ;  there  was,  t|iercfore|^  nothing  \sx  this  M* 
lick  Jo  ^^quirc  expla|Vation.  ♦  ^  '^        ?  c  . 

Th^  refolution  was  then  put  and  carried.  .  '    ^    '  -^  v- 

ADDITIONAL  S£AM£Nb 

Xord  Jhdm  moved,  that  it  is  the  opiiiriQn^dlhiftcoi4QliC4Pe» 
that  the  additional  litumber  of  10,0  jo  m<^n  be  bnifk>y€4.  te  ibc 
fea  ibrvlce,  iti  addition  to  iio,QQ0^2lreidy  votodbfer  .ibe  09.r- 
rcntycar. 

The  Cbancelhr  of  the  Excheauer  laid,  that  the  natujcc  of  jjic 
mcdion  now  propofed  called  tor  theattentj'on' bT  Ybe  HMfe, 
Oentiemen  would  remark  that  there  xyks  fi  Al^Whetrl^ii^eeit 
the  laft,  and  the  preceding  vbfe  of  fe^Wch;Ulidl^lwrasio>tic3o 
men  below  the  ibrmer  one.    At  the' tlinfc^Wfitfh^e  laft'  tote 
was  pafled,  tlie  fitnation  of  the  country,  pndtbc^Jiiftivei;^ 
^ition  of  its  enemies  was  fuch  as  tiot  to  rcndei**l?  w«flaVy*for 
the  Houie  to  vote  irty  more  than  1  io,oco  men  for  ih^^V^^^ 
yiceinthecourfeQrtheyear^     It  Was  ttatid  ih^Wre^^fcra 
'ipore  tHah  that  number  aiStually  muftered,'^5ft  Wait'fi^^ 
notibeneoeflary  that  the  whole  ftould  be  ke|rt'W*\^v3tSrtie- 
nich  would  now,  however,  be  awafe,  IhatxiktJfOTa^ 
fuchjj  that  no  diminution  of  tlie  largell  nuitibct  'VdtSJ.  fc^  tflfc 
.fea  icrvice  (hpulJ  take  place;  (10  dimiJltitSo^VccirtairtH,"  th 
iny,  but  tcaft  qf  all  in  thc''naval  force  pf  tWs^i^ntiV.''  flfe 
had  the  fafi'sfa<5idh  t6  infcriGn  the  cbmititttifie,  \hdt  fit  Or  T^jVfeti 
thoufand  of  the  1 0.009 'now  prdpoifed  to  tfe  Vcitied,   vrdti  d- 
X^^iy  muftped;'   that  Wastp^  (ay,  fiJ^br  fcv^Vtbcwftind irtrc 
jno.w^niuftered  bcyopd  (be  vote  of  1 16,006  meii  {  and  tMsiklte 
xyas  ^nl^.^q  cover  the  expchce  of  this  addltlohaf^titntttifcrUi-p 
yorid  ttic  laft  vote,  and  alfo  to  raife  abdut  4b^'ihote,'\f  Kit 
can^e  don?  ;.  and  he  had  the  Jati'sfaaio*  to  ftatc  that  that 
number  inay  be  had,  and  alfp  tbatit  will  be  fbiScieni;  ^'^d 
tb«(t  itwiirfatiftfy  the  niofi  auxjous  mind,  U]Mn  tb^t  beadv  >s 
being  fufficient  for  the  dcfei^<ie  of  the  Qouniry  i  ^nd  Ait^ti^fiaU 
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bb^idpni;  wi^Kmi-cupuiliogany  force  in  the  moft  diAant  pacu 
o^e^obe*  wherever  tbe  intercil  or  the  honour  of  t>>is  cdun« 
tr^rfnaycall  fof  its  exertions.  He  was  not  awiire  wh^t  votet' 
d^ht;HI)er9^x£tAry  hereafter  fuch  pihpofe$V  But  tie  Was 
con64«n!t  th^  f  opuinktee  wonfd  zgvc^  ,xo  the  refolution  \Vhich : ' 

_lii^^^r^/f  jtp9vqd,aKat  di^rp  be  7^*  per  man  '^)er  mbrith' tii,  ■ 

ili«lim9ta  ^c,  nficrv  for  tt^iirtcfen  months. — Agreecf  to.'  .   '  '  '/    ' ! 

^iOOfCO^.  were  voted  ^r  t,b^>cdu6tIon  of  thd'natidnal ' 

<kb*-  •  ';         -  '.  ,  '1  '^»  .  ' '  ",   /r 

10,0431.  pbriuant  to  addrefles  of  the  noufc  not  tn^Sc  \gfioi. 
by  Parliament,  together  with  a  , prodigious  number  'of  otljier^ 
fuxns  for  variodt  public  purpofes  uildcr  different  iiead^  of  i^r* 
vkcs  were  voted.  *  ''  ' 

'Th0^iiDlife  bel^Tefumcd,  the  report  wa$ordeF|^to»hoJc^ 
cliVd#tbe'N^t>dayl  ;    -     .   -  m  )  •  ^    •     .  <;  - 

'AgKW  tot^  laTo'^  OomantttBe  of  Supply  6th  Wcdnefdty. 
pALij  of.t;he  land  tax.  /»     '  '    . 

.!nE|e  Qiimccl(or^^jb(^JStci^^^       moved  the  Order  of  nie  t)jy   . 
191^  tht ii^Qpnd'  f?lf^,"g  gt^^f  ,^j!H  .^^r  inakiiig  pcrpetua!,  fubject 

f  /|^^p^^9^  hp  npved  that  this  bill  be  now  reaA 

;^^5^^j2^^/a)^|^he  hp4  ap  amendment  to  propofc  to  this 

::jif!^^^^  ^xchf(juer\7i\A,  thnt  having  had  occa- 

jffjlt^.j^ncate^  ;p?  trouble  the  H9urc.up6n  the  general  principle 
.^j^qSiIIj  much  at  large,  be  did  hot  think  it  ncceflary  to 
enW  into  it  at  l^irgc  then.  'He  only  iliought  it  right  ta  (tatc 
^|^thallQuf9,  ,tjiatfrom  every,  co^^lidt ration  he  had  given  tb 
*thew>je^;  frpca  every  thing  he  had  .heard  in  the  Hpufe; 
iSpm'evciy,^tnlng.he  had  been  able  tblearo  j  fr6m  z  rcyii^vv'  of 
fircry  thing  th^thad  pafied  iri  the  Hpure^' and  from,  every  fug- 

fefiic^he  p^  recc^vecl  out  of  it,  \\t  was  more  iand  more  con- 
rqfi^/w  ^^wxipiijion,  not  oniy;3f  the  propriety  of  the  pririclpte, 
awid^eatul'tlijJi^tQ  advaritag<;^ioWe  puNlc  from  thi^  iTiealTOre  ; 
^ bpt; 9}^. .9tii|| utility  at. thjs  ycTy  mqmenf,^  ^ilthbugh  ?s  yet,  It 
J  tfja^only  dcpeu^ing  m  iParliamen^  ;\  for  it  had  caiikd^  nifitiriil  ' 
^'ii^&ajrei3i^yj"^Hgjjrould^^^  by"  ai^goiiig 

*  jdbat ^V^ej9b  j\o\y^'  ihe  point  between  h'i:n  and' thoie  whoops 
'  jx>(Mthif  ipea(ure»  was,  whether  or  riot  Vt  would  ha^c  k  teh- 
^^^]!'Siii^^W^^'^^  credit  of  the  cqiintry.  The  obje^Slionk  to 
-  *--"*  W^re  a  little  uhcandidly  ttatcd  at  fir  ft ;  and  it  cartie  at 

a 
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ai  |jen<^d'the  leaift  fivouraWe  to  the  raifing  thq  ^Mnci^^^fotl^ti^M 
jiift  bcftire  slloait  ;  and  fcti  with  thcfe  di|^dvantage§^  tjjic^^^ 
Va-c  Vh^'day  hlthcfr  than  they  were  when  this  ^ni^J^  caJM 


fore  thfHbufcln  two  days.   \ ,  _^     ^^^    ^^,. 

iition'bf  fctit^artics  of  unqieftlonaWc  folidity,  'an<j.  (Jiur^&g'r -^ 
artd^el'xia'liad  the  faitfefaaioii  of  coiitli3dlngaiftl;gain^^^^^^^^ 
poftibn  tp  riie  flatc  bf  rhc  martet  at  jthe  day,  kiiore  favpurabre: 
to ^ pwMkrthan  any  even  the mott  fangurne  cquld  hop? .'for. 
f  his  Wzsii  prood  teftirtiony 'Af  the  juft"  courage  of  the  coantyy; 
if  fi*#arid  *fct«et  rfclfaniJe  dfi'the  wifdom  aitd  thf  firinnfeK  of 
•pktlftirtJehtt  nor  h  paffionate;  thoughtlefs,  idle  vaunt,  but  4 
fober'aftd  calm  reSamfe  of  intelligent  men,  aSing  felrthek^  o>^ 
tntereft  ifpow  a  lafgc  fcale  of  national  jxjIicy.T  He  had^.thc'  Hh 
ikiiaAion  further  to  ftate,  that  much  advantage  vras  (jefiy^^'to 
the  public  in  this  bai^ahS  in  confequence  pf  thi^  hRT  b^ng  b^^ 
foce  Ibe  Hoofe ;  they  relief  on  the  vrifdombf  F^li^ittientjlor 
paffing  it  into  a  law :  he  knevr»  by  the  authority^ of  thofe  with 
whom  he  treated  for  the  loan,  that  the  advantage t6th|^  t^ohlic, 
in  confequence  of  this  bill  being  iti  ^gftatio»,  ^^}^  betwe^ 
two  and  three  per  c^nr.  under  the  -cbnftot^^^ffia^Partfti- 
ment  would  be  wife,  aftd'wtmld  pafstHS^-Baiqwa^la^rt*^ 
te  hzd  heand  this  Very  day  Yhat  th^^bj^ft'Wa^Hhtite^tirlb 
of  debate ;  he^had,  he  fald,  iti  cb!Vft<^ug0b<i trf ^Ritlb^iAti^^ 
being  in  agitation,  ^  faved  to  (h^  pubfic  ^li^fe&fPttfWltMfN^ 
hu?^dixd  thoufaod  poutfdfi.^erririrg.  Thi»  iherf^clWffflitft 
lie  was  not  vvrong  in  his  concdjftlbns  trf  th^tti^IftSft  ifcBiagi 
lie  wa,s  pcrhips^nbc  qiiitie  fo  (SfigtiineW  h^^ti^fjf^r^l&ijfe^fh  fe 
't^vwrr  kit  thole  whb.  wjth  very'dogmaticaloKn^okfa/l^'Very 
ftreoutfwfly  oppofcd  him/  '  -  -  «  '^t*  t '^  .» ..  .|W 
Mr^  ynifp  faid,  hf  «iopM  hot  totter  'd'ffMe  wtef  iijWh 
the  merit  ot  tlm  Bill.  Wfe  coilM  fay  ndWng  citWfd/^^V 
•galnft  It,  becaufe  he  had  AOt  madeu^  ht^  mTntfl  opfd^^li. 
He  only  tmploi^ed  ddlay :  He Mifted  lo  give  to  \he  fcdilntry 
at  lafg6  sin  ojppnhuhify  df  iHid^rRaoirjng  tlVe  bllV  fS*^  fticte 

•  wactiOtan^n^rt  thctt' I)ot¥^,  fior  any  body't^cc*,dhi<5tf'o6t 
of  it^  -wllAn  t*ii  *rteafure<iia  not  aifcfl.'  '  Ke  wl^cd  fo  ae- 

'  lay:theOBiltfor  fome  time  on  account  of  rtie*"  Cfiancelfor  of 
the'E»€jitiq«cr-tifoifc>f,  f»r  it  might  afcft  his  jjapnlarttv,  Wd 

*^ffatE«^«natvery  great  cOnfideraUon  to  the  country  at  large  ^t 

I  •His^ltitwa/Vor  he  js  :the-Qiiecn  Bee  that  keeps  tffe  HJ^e 
together. — For  thefe  reafons,  he  (hould  nwwe  an  atncni|iticnt^ 
i^atv  inlbiri  of  the  word  «  aow>"  bcftibftitViicd  ••  tUis  d?y 
fortnight/* 

Mr. 


**  Vir.  Furfoini  could  not  fuffcr  ^  Bill  of  thU  great  m^O^ 

ftef af  irtiponancc  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  without  ci^prefl^g 

jt^'vi1|flrtr,nlay  Cindergo  the  moft  finjous  and  deliberate  difcuff 

f\o&.'  ijfi^had  biit  Itttle  oppprtii'nitjr„of  exatnintqg  the  BiH]i 

biit  h^'vi^as  not  fatrsfied  its  ultymte,  efFcfl  would  l^  of  gene4 

raladiTatita^.     He  was  told  i$i  wbhld  raife  the  .fifudsi 'an4 

create  a  facility  in  raifing  tbo  tupplics  of  the  year;  bi|t  be 

€ofi(idered  it  rather  as  an  exjiedient  to  remove  that  wJbtch  lies 

iii'^e.  wayof  another  requifiiion ;  another^  and  another  ta^ 

may  follow  upon  the  land,  until  at  .laftt  l^nd  would  not  b^ 

worth  the  tcnur-e.    He  knew  that  large  burthens,  jpuft  be 

bbme^  .but  .^.Hoiife  fbould  take  care  not  to  annih|la|te  xn^n 

who  have  ftcwn  their  patriotifmio  fre<juenilyi  and  1;^  realty 

thought  that  fomcof  the  landed  proptietors  of  ihis<^)UQjry 

fdt  alrcaify ifip  preffure  of  the  tioae^tnore  thajoi  s^ny  otiier 

dafsofn^^p.,    ,  >  '      .  ,: 

nLht.Ch^ftlir ^ the  Exchiquff-^  ^pcWntA  arguing  the  bid 
then  \  but  9fa^efyed,  that  tbe4  wo 'Gentlemen  who  had  hither- 
to oppoie^.it^.^Vfo.chiQfly,  bfcaufe  they  had  not  yet  had 
fufficieBtof^r^uniiy  topfirufe  thf)  BilL  Upon  that  point, 
hecould  c^  (ay»*  tjhaf.  be  did nptibrlicve  that  any  meafure 
yici(4|vef  brougtirbk^^bKe  ParlUj^ientt  in  which  there  wasUo 
fnitchrpreviQf|S£iafidi  dfi  ring  the  /(tiiges>  repeated  noticet  as 
4»nithe. jTf^jfqfi^^  l>0f<H'e  the  Houfo.  •  He  had  no  objeAion 
ly^'give-^'/c^fc^n^lc  tinie  be^  fecond  reading  and 

.ttr^ffiouz^pne^i^  tbttt  really  b^a  had  not  heard  any  thing  like 
^a  reafon  a,^4^  againft  the  fecond  reading ;.  and,  therefore, 
^c^^V@  qppqfi^theam^oientp 

^  ^f^;^Uif9  fyi4¥  that  the  Hovife  bad  indeed  beea  gratified 

in  .hffiiriD^  IJ^yeral  capital  fpeeches  upon  this  fubjed.hem  the 

Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer  ;  but  ihe  public  had  no^oppor- 

twitf  €kl,  kjRfO^ilg  'whu  that  right  hoaour&bic  Geotl(6nian 

iaUyib^tffo^  ihe  very  ipporred  fi^tnncr  Hi  which}hi6Xpee«hts 

we^jrepoifli^  i'**l>cpewfpaperts.         .  '  •       >  i  .     ^r 

J.  X^rd>tfi(ijRfi/,p'ntcred  at  large  into  f be  tnedtf  lof  the  biB ; 

and  d^claredfj  tJbiat  from  f very. vicMf  of  it,  hct^wasded  taton. 

clqde  i*  W2i5  ^titifrely  A  wrong.  aw»fore>.w  Ueitboughtthat  it 

would,  befeaffef  be  a  heavy  chargfi^g^iBtlidiorMloiiler  for 

taking  advaiytageiofthe  pSfilou^AlMa^tien  of  tikei<t)ttmrY  to 

pafs  ajneajCure  that  was  fo  q^otrary  to  e^id^ty>andr(Kuden<x. 

!  lie  thoughvthat  th^argucnfnt^  MThieh  badi)een  ucgod^agaitift 

,  this  mea{uxe,by  af|{hoooprable<9arQhet  (SirW<>PMkefie^=had 

*  not  been  anfwe«ei4*  » •     .,  '^'i.  <♦   '  ,-.-.w      -,,.»-  ..-- 

Mr.  £^ir#/^43iffkA7r  fupported  the  Biir;  -andicxpreifvd 
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Sumt  htffiCt  thf^  Gentleitaeii  QioljUi  im  cnUiiig  for  th^^leUy 
0I  a  Bill*  the  dGenf  e  of  which  yms  prbiied,  and  in  thflir 
kunds'gbove  t  fortnight  ago,  for  the  cflence  <^  it  w»  toi  be 
loMod  in  the  printod  refolutioiu*  He  thdl^ii  it  ftnMige.allb 
dut  Gentlemen  who  coul^  argue  coolly  a)id  ddkbit0tf^f 
enough,  upon  moft  topics  that  ctme  befoit  theiyn  fliooUl  mii^ 
io  the  difcuflion  of  this  matter*  a  degree  of  heat  that  di4 .09r«> 
taiply  not  belong  to  it ;  for  if  any  meafvre  eVer  requhee^  9 
calpa  and  temperate  difcuffion,  this  wa$  of  that  4efcriptioQ  ; 
l^ople  might  difier  in  opinion  upon  the  matter*,  but  Aesm 
was  no  reafon  why  they  ihould  be  tngry.  He  thought  that 
the  bill  ought  then  to  be  read  a  fecond  lime;  if  any  delay 
ihould  afterwards  be  thought  neceflary,  there  were  fevend 
fiages  io  which  that  might  take  place. 

Mr.  Cote  (of  Norfolk)  faid*  that  a  circumftance  had  copif 
that  day  to  his  knowledge  which  he  ought  to  relate  to  thp 
|Iou(e«  A  noble  Lord  afked  him  if  hd  meant  to  a(rend  the 
Houfe  that  day  ?  To  which  he  anfwered*  that  he  di^  nof 
know  he  could  do  any  good  by  attending  the  Houfe.  Hf 
faidy  that  a  Gentleman  of  his  acquaintauce  had  contr^^c^ 
with  another  (or  the  fale  of  an  eilate*  and  that  the  purcha&f 
h\df  after  he  had  oflb'ed  a  certain  (um  of  money  for  the 
i^date,  that  he  now  will  oot  take  it|  unlefs  he  had  it  for  kff 
4han  he  had  bid  for  it  by  five  years'  pucchafe*  This  waa 
?Rv«rthy  oftheconnderatioo  of  the  Houie;  whether  the  faft 
«raf  true  or  not,  he  did  not  know  ;  but  it  Was  an  alarming 
thing.  He  obferved  that  this  deftru^ve  war  had  very  much 
'  Jiminiflied  the  value  of  land ;  and  this  meafure  would  dimi^ 
tiiCh  it  Otll  more.  In  the  county  of  Norfolk,  land  that,  be* 
fore  the  war,  fold  at  thirty,  now  will  not  produce  twf^tf- 
jive  years  purchafe ;  and  as  to  the  city  of  Norwich,  real 
cftates  there  can  hardly  be  fold  at  all,  for  nobody  is  inclined 
to  buy.  It  was  not  difiicult  to  fee  that  another  ian^  ta> 
would  follow  this ;  and  by  and  by  land  will  not  be  wof3()i 
holding.  He  ihould  fay  no  more :  he  hoped  it  would  appear 
Jbe  had  done  his  bcft  to  oppofe  <  hU  meafure. 

Mr.  BtuctoH  diflfered  from  the  honourable  Member  who 
fpoke  lad,  as  to  the  value  of  land  in  Norfolk*  He  adiqitted 
that  lan^  depreciated  in  value  fiocc  the  w^ ;  biM  he  bimfelf 
had  within  a  month  fold  a  little  land  at  29  years  purchafe. 
He  knew  not  whether  any  other  tax  was  to  be  impofed  upoii 
land ;  but  if  there  fliould,  he  hoped  it  would  be  accompaniel 
with  a  proportionate  iropofton  other  property. 

The  S^€it9r  Gmtral^  Hu.  Sm^m^  Mc.  ff^^iw  sod  Mr. 
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ffTtlb^ffirce.zgprovcd  o(  the  biJJ,. as  neceffary  undef  fhp  prf*. 
fen^  eju£enciesx>f  the  country  and  as  by  iu>  m^ansptcjudU 
cialto  thcl[and.ecfinlercft.  ......       \  ^       ^..  .' 

^fr.  6a^ar/ sind  itfr.  Holhoufe  oppofed  the  Bill^'as'tendl- 
ing  to  lowef.lhe  price  of  tan^.    **/,'!  .-.-••    ) 

T^r.  'TfV/fw/jry^nd'^iyir.  //i^j  alfo  dgpofcd  it;  .and  pobted- 


„._-^^^.  ^  ty  pledginj.ils faixh  t6  adopt  iRe  mcafure. 
Tft^^/'i^^fW/ir  ^/^/  ^xfi^w^  denied  ifiathiie.  hk(f  pledged 
Pa/jutDj;m"td  adpDt  the  meafyre*  [\ii^  had  only,  promifed^ 
that  he  wVila^erieveie  in  It,  imprefled  as  he  was  with  th«. 


that  hadJ>een  adduced  again(t  li^  the.  wifdom  of  ParliaiDeati 


vvoujff ho.lfe^JInclme.thetn  tp  accede  to  the  meafure/ 

3Jter  i /e^JU^^'ords  from  Mr.^^V^/w,-^  and.lVfr  ff^lktffin^i^ 
In  tXfU^lAi^y  x'i^z  queflioi^  wasjqiul|y  cajled  for,  ^  ^l^ 
Houfc  dividelj  _j^  .'   V      "' 

\,...Wl{pr  thc^cbnd  reaJing)        i5|         '      ' ; 

T^Chjinfmrofliir'/E^^^  twvc^,  that  the  bi^ 

be_coinimUei^W^edn;  fday  fe  nnigbt. '  '■' 

^\TGTAtkfleaSj^i^ji&^  Sir.  )fi  ff^.^  ^ynne,  SLnd  Sir  ffm,  MU^\ 
n/r/S^  aff<i\^i/|^too'lh[ort  a  delay  ftir  this  thQrcmgh.exainina.-f 

ht. 

fi(lc.d  in  hi5  originaL 
moffdji,  in  Wh{^  fSwas  faoported  by'Mr.  Burden  and  Mr/ 
H.  fimvfi^  Thc^ucfifon  tor  the  comintttme;it  on  Wednef^ 
day  (cnpSghtrW^&S  then  gut.and  carrfed.     After. which, 

SirWi^^  H^:j9'^nfie  moved',, that  the  Houfe  be  called' over 
oti  PncEijr  t^im^^t  &C.  tfie'thotion  was  oppcfcd  by  1^, 
^uittdti,  a^.t>c{nl  ||)fodu^iv^  of  great  incprrvenienc^  to  man^' 
iac;nt)»e^»  ^AtfVe;^  now  adively  cnaployci  in'^pre^ar^tioa^' 
of  dc|cnc«agaloft  thiSjihreained  invifton.    *^  *    "    '^  •       ?^ 
The  *inotid£tfa  i^c^ Ciill  was  then  put  and  ijcgj^tli^ft^witfii^'^ 

TKcTitiieV^eW&firirrfC  tlie  DbV  ^sWrt  drfcrfcd;   iW'tl^:    * 

-  '•  ■'••     1^usE'6Kidj[?i>s,  ■•  •  •'■••'•••' 

Th«;HovlS»ii>  a  Comm'ittM  ditVrivn'^s^s  l^etttdllf.'  )&i!ani> 
Vot.  II.  1798.  3D  as 
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0h  counfci  for  the  pctitiohcr-  William  Hamilton,  Efq.  !i^ 
fuppqrt  of  his  claims  to  the  Bclhaven  Peerage.  Adjourned 
the  further  hearing  till  Friday.   . 

HON.    MR.  TWISLETOn's   DIVORCE    BI|.t. 

•  The  Houfe  having  rclblvcd  itfclf  into  a  Committee,  Lor^ 
Walfinghatii  in  the  Chair. 

•'-'The  Duke  of  Norfolk  reminded  their  Lordihips  of  the  objcc* 
tions  ho  had  formerly  fitted,  on  the  ground  of  all  the  children 
iSorn  while  M f.  T\vifleton  and  his  wife  cohabited  together 
iWt'  being  recognized  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  In  that  pre- 
amble the  fpn  was  mentioned,  but  no  notice  wa$  taken  of  a 
dfettighter,  which  it  was  evident  from  a  petition  that  had  been 
|}fefentcd  by  the  child's. grandmother,  Mrs*  Wattel,  was  born 
twelve  months  after  the  marriage ;  as  the  father  and  mother 
had'chofen  to  drop  all  notice  of  this  female  child,  the  grand- 
iftotherhad  thought  it  right  to  claim  the  prot<raion  of  the 
Houfe  in  its  favour.  His  Grace,  thefefor<i,  thought  it  in- 
cumbent uppn  their  Lordlhipsto  demand  fomc  further  infer- 
ip^tioi)  refpeding  the  nature  and  circupftances  of  the  birth 
of  the  child  in'queftion,  and  the  rat]ier  as  the  connfel  for  the 
petitioner  had  defired  them  to  nafs.the  bill  as  it  flood,  com- 
prehending only  notice  of  the  ion-  His  Orace  faid,  he  had 
It>oked  to  a  variety  of  Divorce  Bills*,  and  he  held  all  in  his 
htod  (five)  that  had  gaffed  or  were  pending  in  the  prefent 
Seffion,  in  every  one  of  which  th^  legitimate  children  were  to 
l^e  enumerated  ;  be  faw  no  reafon  why  the  Houfe  fhould  de- 
part from  what  appeared  the  edablifhed  rule  of  proceeding  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  and  hoped  that  what  he  had  flated,  would 
induce  their  Lordfhips  tpcall  for  more  information  and  evi- 
dence than  they  as  yet  had  before  them. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  the  noble  Duke  vv^is  ptlcrly 
miftaken,  when  he  talked  of  the  edablifliei^  rule  of  the 
^  Houfe.  The  w^s  no  fuch  rule,  on  the  contrary  it  depended 
altogether  upon  the  Petitioner  to  make  out  what  cafe  he 
thought  proper,  and  it  remained  for  the  Houfe  to  examine 
the  wifneflTes  to  the  material  fafts  that  coriftitutcd  the  cafe 
ftated  in  thp  bill,  fuch  as  the  legality  of  the  marriage,  the 
z6t  of  adultery,  the  prbfecution  m  the  courts  below,  its  coi\- 
fequences,  and  the  fentence  of  divoce,  a  metifa  et  ihort^  ob- 
tained in  the  Ecclefiailical  Court,and  aboye  all,  to  afcertaii^ 
that  there  was  no  connivance  or  collufion  prafliced  on  the 
part  of  the  hufband.  That  as  to  (he  legitimate  children,  it 
tiras  in  the  option  of  the  Petitioner  to  mention  theoi  or  not. 
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In  a  great  variety  of  Divorce  Bills,  where  |he  parties  hadxrhiJr 
dren  born  in  wedlock,  no  notice  was  taken,oClbeni>  and. the 
going  into  evidence  furtl^er  pn  that  part  9^  the  cafe,  refpqCt'i 
ing  the  prefent  bill,  could  anfwer  no  end  Whatever.  The  eftax- 
blifhing  fads  either  one  way  or  another  a|  their.  bar>  could 
not  an^ount  to  evidence  elfewhere'.  Nq  u£c  could  be  made 
of  it  in  any  ofher  cpprt,  and  therefore  the  only  poiEble  way 
of  treating  the  nobic  Duke's  objedions  would  be.tOv£^rike 
out  thatj>art  of  the  preamble,  which  mentipned  t^  fon,  and 
alfo  to  (trike  out  the  baflardizing  cUufe  of  th^BilL  .  .  % 
The  I)uke  tf  Norfolk  f;»id,  he  was  not  yet  fatl»6ed^  9^r 
though  he  had  great  deference  fur  the  noble  and  .learned, 
Lord's  opinion  and  judgniei^t.  If  there  was  no  eflabiifh^d 
rule  of  the  Houfe,  that  made  the  recognitipn  of  all  the  legi^tv 
inate  children  in  a  Divorce  Bill  necellary,  |t  would,  not  be  de* 
nied  him,  that  it  was  the  ordinary  pradice  atul  ufage,  and  fore- 
]y  a  pradice  that  had  obtained  almofl  invariably  tor  a  mimber 
pf  years,  ought  not  lightly  to  be. departed  from  in  thfis  fiiTgle 
inftance,  and  the  mtjre  efpecially,  confidering  the  quarter 
from  which  the  rcquell  that  their  Lord  (hips  would  depart  fjom. 
It,  came,  viz.  the  counfel  for  the  Petitioner.  The  Duke  pot 
the  cale,  that  the  daughter  dated  in  her  grandmother's  petition, 
or  her  iflTue  ihould  hereafter  become  claimants  for  a  title^ 
would  it  be  of  no  avail,,  that  a  Bill  of  Divorce  which  pafled 
into  a  law  could  be  produced,  in  the  preamble  of  which  her 
legitimacy  was  recognized,  which  muft,  he  conceived,  quiet 
all  fcruplcs  as  to  her  being  a  fuppbfititiou^  child  P  Surely  it 
would  have  fbme  weight  as  matter  of  ^evidence,  and  therefore 
he  muft  repeat  his  convidion,  that  the  ordinary  pradicc  and 
ufage  of  the  Hbufe  ought  not  to  be  departed  from  in  the 
prefent  cafe. 

The  Lord  ChdneeJhr  faid,  the  noble  Diik^  might  be  allur- 
ed that  his  idea  upon  the  hypothetical  cafe  that  he  had  put 
was  entirely  erroneous.  The  preamble  of  a  bill  was  not 
matter  of  evidence,  but  the  enading  claufes  mud  neceflarily 
be  obeyed  after  the  bill  had  pafTed  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
and  received  the  Royal  arfertt.  He  recollefied  a  cafe  in 
\vhich  the  owner  bf  an  eftate  bad  obtained  a  hill  enabling 
him  to  fell,  and  had  himfelf  put  into  the  preamble  a  referve 
of  certain  rights  to  copyholders  on  the  eftate,  which  were  in 
tate  of  the  fale  to  Veft  in  them.  It  happened  that  the  eftate 
was  not  fold,  but  the  copyholders  neverthelefs  cbimed  the 
rights,  and  attempted  to  produce  and  fet  up  the  recogniza- 
Mon  of  the  preamble  in  Iiipport  of  their  claim^  but  it  was 

3  Da  '  refufcd 


rlifiUii'iahe'iidtnhted  ^s^^vldence,  cVtm  '^gmift  (he  tSaibt 
#^the^>|>yfcMlik!r8  rights  himrelf.  In  fad  a  prekM^le  xJin 
bill  wa^  ff€yHi<trmfllUe»  becaufc  it  was  not  matter  bfevidente. 
1^  flf^  p^eftnt  czkf  nothing  <:otild  ^>e  done  %iit  Rriking  ott 
ll^  baftflfiflitiflg  ctaiirei  aqd  ctnhting  that  pkn  t>f  the  pieanr- 
tAe  f^rhkh  motioned  the  (bn. 

^e  BiJbTp'cfRodht/krWi^  fie  had  hisdMits.  whichdid 
t)tM^ici^  foo^h  reft  upon 'the  grounds  of  oBjdStoii'ftated  by 
mt  n<Me  Otike,  as  on  fals  ovm  ifeelrngs,  in  conTequente  of 
the  Petition  preTented  by  the  grandmother  of  the  female 
diild»  <\^hieh  both  the  father  and  the  mother  feettied  to  have 
j^ed  -by  on, the  nrefent  otcafibn.  His  LbrilBnp  proceeded 
to  explain  hlmfelf  tnort;  fully »  but  was  infdrmed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  that  his  argiiments  militated  agatnft  Ihc^  efla- 
blifhed  principles  of  law  iind  parliamentary  praAice. 

Afters  flight  converfation  further,  the  Houfe  divided, 
Continij^  2        I  Not  Content  Si      a 

Lord  Walfwgham  gave  the  calling  vote  In  favour  of  .the 
l^ord  Chancellor's  opinion. 

The  claufes  were  then  read  Jingulatinif  the  baftardizing 
daufe  oiAitted,  ^pd  that  part  of  the  preamble  that  recogmi- 
cd  the  fon. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  made  the  tiext  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  April  2^ 

Mr.  MbQtt  ftated,  that  the  perfons  who  preiented  the  Pe« 
tition»upon  the  queftion  of  the  Right  of  Eledion  for  the  Bo- 
rovgh  of  Tewkelbury,  were  defirous  of  withdrawing  their 
l^etitlon ;  and  therefore  he  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
upon  t;hat  Petition  be  read,  which,  being  done,  he  moved, 
't'bat    the  laid    order  be  difcharged. — Ordered.      He  then 

?)Qved,  tbV  the  faid  Petitioners  have  leave  tp  withdraM^  their 
tctitioo,-^Ordered. 
.  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  prefented  a  Petition  from  the  Dake 
pf  Athol,  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  grant  the  fame  privi- 
Jeges  to  the  Fi(hers  of  the  Iflc  of  Man,  as  thofc  concerned  in 
the  British  Herring  Fiftery. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the- Herring  Fifliery. 

'iJlr.  ff^ilbcrforce  Bird  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
!Bill  for  amending  the  jCaNd  Tax  Bill  as  far  as  regards 
the  qualification  of  Cbmmiflioners  ;  which  being  read,  the 
Bill  was  read  a  fecQnd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Coounittee  of  the  whole  Houfc  on  Friday. 

^  Mr. 
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'Mt'Long  htOfiffM  np  federal  accounts  i^efeitivc^io  CJiclfdi 
Pef»riMim, '  Suppfcm^tiry  Militia,  Cavalry,- &<i';  V^Wct^^iad 
bMi  or<^ercd  lo  ImI  HMtfefore  tb^  Houfe«--Orderda  tblie'l^id 
•athettfhie; '  ^  -  .:- ... 

-  iMr-.  Hihart  brought  up  tiie  Report  of  the  CodmiittCc^of 
Soffrfy  ;  all  the  Rcfoludons  of  which  were  read  and  agreed 
ta 

The  BiH  *tt>  ehip6w«r  certiiin  Magiftrates  to  order  expences 
en  the  trials  of  Mifderoeanours  to  be  paid  out  of  the  County 
Rates,  &c.  was  read' a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mttted'to  a  Cbitimtttee  of  the  whole  Houfeon  Monday. 

Mr.  Peravai^ve  notice  that  he  (hould  move  the  next 
day  that  this  BtU  be  referred  to  a  Committee  above  ftairs,  in- 
Aeaid  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

ALIEN  BILL 

The  SoSciimr  Gcmral  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the 
Alien  Bill ;  which  being  read  the  Houfe  reiolved  itielf  iato-91 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  Bill. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  began  by  remarking  the  vulgar  prqii* 
I  dica  againft  which  Gentlemen  ought  to  guard  on  a  fubjed  of 
this  nature.     Thus  there  was  a  tort  of  prevalent  error  con- 
cerning every  f^A-ejgner,  that  he  muft  be  a  Frenchman^  and 
concerning  every  rrenchman  that  he  muft  be  an  emigrant ; 
thus,  it  had  been  ftated  to  that  effed  in  the  Houfe  concerning 
a  pcrfon  apprehended,  who,  it  appeared,  was  neither  a  French- 
man nor  an  emigrant,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  had  not  been 
£ilty  of  any  crime.     This  was  a  reafon  why  the  Committee  ^ 
Mild  be  cautious  how  th^y  confounded  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty.    There  were  other  miftaken  opinions  entertained^ 
Oiid  he  feared  gained  ground  in  this  country ;  tlmrfome  were 
apt  to  (ee  in  Emigrants  nothing  but  that  of  perfons  coming, 
into  this  country  in  diftrefs  ;  and  fimply  in  this  view  it  wai 
furely  no  light  matter  to  expel  perfons  merely  becaufe  they 
were  diftiefSd,  not  from  mere  furmife  or  fiincied  appreheoiions 
lof  danger.    The  body  of  French  emigrants  ought,  in  his  opi« 
nioD,  to  be  cpnfidered  as  conGfting  of  men,  many  of  whoid 
had  made  great  facrifices  for  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
their  antient  Government ;  many  of-  them  the  refpefUble  re- 
prHentatives  of  all  that  remained  of  the  clergy,  nobility,  ma- 
giftracy,  and  proprietary  of  the  land.     They  ha<I  a  claim  to 
be  confidered,  nor  merely  as  fuffering  individuals,  but  alfo  in 
their  coitedive  and  reprefentative  capacity,  which  made  them 
of  ilill  greater  confequence.     He  was  afraid  there  were  many 
IB  |he  country,  who,  in  the  days  of  the  pro^rity  of  fuch 

perfonsyt 
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feffiaiU  wo^Id  bavc  been  ambitious  to  have  been  iatroddtej 
to,  and  cordtaliy  received  by  tbefn,  now  (orpit  all  this,  and 
%iewed  thefe  fame  individuals  merely  as  perfons  in  reduced 
ctrcumflances.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  Tay,-  that  this 
tiratroent  and  cold  behaviour  was  not  univeKaL  .  To  the 
honour  of  the  fex  he  muft  remark,  that  ladfles  of  the  firft  rank; 
charader,  and  refpeftabiiity  in  this  country,  bad  ihewn  their 
fyropathy  and  liberality  towards  thofe  of  their  own  kx,  who 
in  France  had  feen  better  days. 

He  thought  the  country  bound  not,  upon  light  grounds,  t^ . 
'  withhold  thar  afylum  and  afliftance  they  had  hitherto  received 
from  this  country  ;  for  what  would  this  he  doings  but  to  put 
them  in  a  worfe  fltuation  than  if  they  had  never  been  takefi 
under  our  prote£tion  ?  Thofe  who  wifbed  the  eipuUioa  of 
the  Emigrants,  did  fo  from  an  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  this 
country.  For  his  part,  he  could  entertain  little  or  no  appie- 
nenfion  of  danger  frcm  this  quarter,  for,  of  the  Emigrants, 
about  one  half  were  priefts,  befides  women  and  children  ;  the 
remaining  number  were  inconfiderable.  A  common  preju- 
dice was  entertained  againd  them,  becaufe  they  preferred 
France  to  this  country,  and  their  antient  conftituttoo  to  dot 
own:  but  this, 'in  his  opinion,  was  no  objedion  to  them.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  extraordinary,  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife,  ai 
well, as  unreafonable  to  require  of  them  to  facrifice  all  theif 
antient  opinions  and  prejudices,  or  to  expeft  that  a  Frenchman, 
for  the  allowance  of  a  (hilling  a  day,  would  facrifice  what  he 
confidered  bis  birth-right,  for  a  mefs  of  pottage.  But  though 
it  was  not  to  be  expedled  of  them  that  they  ihould  prefer  this 
country  to  their  own,  yet  no  inference  could  be  deduced  from 
this,  why  they  (hould  forfeit  the  confidence,  liberality,  and  hu- 
manity of  the  Nation  and  Parliament  i  We  certainly  had 
a  right  to  expe£l  that  they  would  not  betray  or  fell  the  coun* 
try  which  (heltered  them  ;  that  they  (hould  not  take  prt  with 
thofe  who  at  prefent  were  our  enemies,  fuppofing  that  they  did 
not  CO  operate  with  us* 

'  He  would  a(k,  what  inftances  could  be  produced,  during 
the  long  period  of  the  prefent  war,  of  thefe  Emigrants  proving 
untrue,  or  betraying  vt'hatever  truft  had  been  repofed  in  them  f 
They  had  been  trufted  upon  fome  occafions,  neceflfarily,  and 
pretty  highly.  They  compofed  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  Dyke 
of  York  upon  the  continent.  Had  they  proved  betrayers  of  their 
truft  then,  or  been  deficient  in  their  duty  ?  Were  the  corps  of 
Rohan,  of  La  Cbatre,  of  Montalembert,  &c.  falfe  to  theit 
employers  i  In  army  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  whole  ranki 
^     .  •  wer« 
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^re  to  be  found  compofcd  of  pcrfons  who  had  been  loaded 
with  honours  for  fcrviccs  done  their  own  or  other  countries  j, 
the  army  oif  the '  Auftriains  had  been  faved  by  the  cxertbns  or 
this  corps,  who  had  many  of  them  gallantly  fallen  whilft  de- 
fending their  allies.  .' 
After  ajluding  to  the  urtfortunate  affair  of  Qniberon,  whictt 
KeconfidcTcd  to  have  fu^ered  by  furprifc  rather.^han  by  trea- 
chery, he  proceeded  to  notice  a  cjueftion  that  w^s  fometimel 
aiked,  as  alluding  to  the  Emigrants,  namely,  were  there  not 
ipies  in.  this  country  i     He  would  anfwer  by  faying,  therd 
were  juft  as  many  as  the  Direftpry  of  Francpchofe  to  emplpyj 
Nor,  if  inftances  of  this  fort  (hould  be  foqnd  amongft  thq 
Emigrants,  ^ou Id  it  be  ;iny  matter  of  furprife.'  There  were 
alfo  traitors  in  this  country  ;  but  would  it  be  juftifiable  oa 
that  account  to  profcribe  a  whole  body  of  men,  who  had  been 
taken  under  the  protedtion  of  this  country,  and  who  had,rtot 
abufed  the  confidence  rpppfcd  in  them  ?     Bat  it  might  be 
qneftioned,  whether,  in  cafe  of  <J anger  from  a  fuccefsful  land-' 
ing  of  the  enemy,  they  might  not  wifli  to  favc  their  own 
lives  by  joining  the  enemy  i     He  would  only  fay,  ihis  was  a 
trial  they  had  not  been  called  to;  but  in  fimilar  inftances 
in  other  countries,  they  had  (hewn    their  regard   to   their 
honour  to  be  etjua!  if  not  fuperior  to  that  of  their  livesi  Many' 
of  them  had  preferred  the  calls  of  duty  and  of  hotiour  to  every 
other  coniideration. 

•  If  this  Bill  were  intended  merely  as  a  prevention  to  guard 
.againft  any  maphinatrons  that  might  \>t  formed  to  our  preju-. 
llice  by  any  of  the  Emigrants,  he  could  not  objeft  to  it ;  and 
he  knew  that  it  was  the.wifh  ofthofe  Emigrants  whom  he  had 
heen  fpeaking  of,  that  great  di(iin3ions  ftiould  be  made,  that 
the  wheat'ftiould  be  winnowed  from  the  chaff,  and  the  Go* 
remment  of  the  country  have  the  means  of  expelling  unwor* 
thy  charafters.  A  pernicious  fpirit  had  gone  abroad,  which, 
as  it  would  lead  to  palpable  injuftice  towards  the  Emigrants,' 
fliQuld  be  combated.  Was  it  a  reafon,  becaufe  they  had  been 
driven  from  every  country  in  Europe  where  the  French  arms 
had  gained  influence,  and,  on  account  of  their  hoftility  to  the 
mfeiu  French  Government,  that  they  (hould  alfo  be  driverf 
from  this  country  ?  -Some  worthlefs  charadters  might  he 
fbfund  amongft  the  Emigrants,  as  was  the  cafe  in  every  com- 
inunity  ;  but  this  did  not  extend  to  the  general  body,  in  many* 
of  wh<im,  he  meant  the  French  Nobility,  he  could  place  all 
pt>ffible  con(idence  virith  regard  to  his  own  life,*  and,  what  he 
(lid  pot  value  I^fs,  the  (afcty  and  honour  of  his  country.     Mr/ 

Wyndhana 
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Wyndhao^  infifled  that  the  body  of  Emigrants  were  entitled 
to  the  proteAion  and  favour,  ot  this  country.  It  won^  b^ 
fectinff  a  fiioft  dangeroos  exatnpU  ta  hold  up  this  to  vjewt 
thdt  £o(e.  who  had  remained  faithful  to  the  conftitution  oC 
their  country  {hould  be  difcarded  and  expelled ;  nor  did  It  be* 
come  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  that  Houfe  to  give 
countenance  to  the  impreffion,  that  in  cafe  of  an  m- 
Yafion,  the  French  Emigrants,  would  turn  upon  their  bene-. 
tk&Qts,  Were  this  impreflion  to  gain  ground,  it  might  en* 
danger  the  fafety  and  lives  of  this  unfortunate  defcriptioo  of 
perfans. 

Mr.  Tiemey  fpoke  to  the  following  effed  :  I  oonfefs  I  (houU 
bave  thought,  that  when  a  perfon  entertaining  political  opH 
nions-  againft  the  Minifler  had  been  found  to  aflift  the  ftrength 
^cf  Government,  as  I  did  the  other  night,  for  the  purpole,  m 
I  conceived,  of  defending  the  country  ;  a  Minifter  wpuk^ 
ban^  been  Satisfied  with  that,  and  would  not  haf  e  taken  ai^ 
opportunity  of  extolling  himfelf.  1  fay»  if  lie  was  really  anx^, 
ious  for  the  fafety  of  Old  England,  and  not  for  his  place  under. 
its  prefent  Government,  he  would  have  been  fatisfied  withi 
the.fupport  he  had  without  extolling  himfelf,  and  attemptingi 
to  glance  at  another  perfon  for  any  little  (inifter  purppfe*  Butt 
although  he  did  not  intend  it,  he  has  done  me  a  kmdneft.  I; 
dM  gtve^a  vote  the  other  night  in  fupnort  of  Government.  I) 
might  eaiily  have  avoided  voting  at  all  upon  that  fubje^  ;  btoCi 
that  fort,  of  policy  makes  no  part  of  qiy,fy(l?m  as  a  Mealier 
of  Parliament.  Here  I  am  when  my  duty  calif  f^  hem  4 
\rf  my  condud'am  1  to  be  tried,  and  by  it,  do  I  wi(h:  to.ffand 
q/[  fall  in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  1  certainly  did  vote  folTi 
a  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&.  Under  any  othtfi 
Adminidration,  and  under  other  circumftances,  wl^en  a  Mep. 
fage  caip(;  from  his  Maj^fty,  ftatir>gthat  a  CQrrefpon^ence  ex« 
jiled  between  certain  perions  in.  this  country  and  Fr^ce,  ai 
map  would  paufe  before  he  voted  for  a  meafure  which  hastflc. 
eflfe&  of  depriving  the  public,  for  a.  time,  of  one  oC  its  greatt 
l^ulwarks  of  freedom  ;  but  under  thi^  Adminiftration,  and^in^, 
4er  ihe  prefent  circumftances  of  this  country»recolIe^ng  tipalf 
^  fimilar  ftep  was  uken  upon  an  aIIegat,ion  of  Treaibn ;  a^4; 
IK>  fuch.  Treafon  was  found  to  exift  ;  and  recollei&irig.thffte*. 
fore  that  Adminiftration  ought  to  be.  cautious,  I  didvpl|p.4tN^« 
the  fufpenfion  of  ths  Habeas  Corpus.  A& ;  wiihjng,  bovifn 
eiiPer,  not  to  (Irengthen.  AdminiRration,  but,  thci^fcci^tsv^ 
Cfovemrnent;  I  will>  toavow.  J  did  £>  rafh^r  Lbap  ^kI.W:«B9«  * 
ojjy  for  evadipi^t  . 

Hett 
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Here  it  did  appear  that  a  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  thought 
there  was  ground  for  fufpeSing  there  wis  in  it  a  traiteious 
correfpondcnce  ;  and  ds  t  thought  that  Adminiftration  had 
no  influence  over  a  Jury,  \  thought  I  was  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  the  ftrength  of  that'  verdift.     I  find,  however, 
that  many  perfons  are  diffatisfied  with  that  opinion  of  mine. 
It  might  have  been  a  weak,  but  all  1  am  anxious  to  have  un-- 
dcrftood  is,  that  it  is  an  honeft  opinion.     I  think 'there  is  a 
diiFerence  between  the  condud  of  Miniders  aiid  their  ad« 
herents,  and  that  of  a  body  of  Gentlemen  who  are  not,  as  I 
congeive,  under  any  Minifterial  influence.     This  is  my  rea- 
fon  for  voting  as  1  did ;  it  may  be  a  foolifh  reafon  ;  but  I 
fay  again,  it  is  an  honeft  one.     I  know  that  many  think  it  a 
foolim  reafon ;  I  have  no  anxiety  to  defend  it  againft  thak 
charge.     I  opiy  wifli  to  defend  the  integrity  of  it.     But  the 
Secretary  at  War  fays,  that  now  at  leaft,  I  am  fatisfied  there 
exifts  Treafon  in  this  country.     I  do  think,  that  of  all  in- 
human conduA  1  ever  witnefled  in  this  Hotife,  that  of  his 
condud  has  in  it  more  of  inhumanity,  I  fay  inhumanity^ 
than  I  ever  witnefled  before.     Inhumanity  to  a  prifoner  noW* 
under  1  charge  of  that  very  kind.     I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  am, 
and  (hall  be,  a  friend  to  a  Gentleman  now  under  that  charge  ; 
I  fay  I  (hail  be  his  friend  until  he  is  convided.  I  mean  Mr. 
O'Connor.  I  have  long  lived  on  terms  of  friend/hip  with  that 
Gentleman ;  and  I  will  fay,  that  I  never  met  a  more  intelli- 
gent man,  nor  a  man  of  better  temper  in  my  life ;  and  in  all 
the  converfations  I  ever  had  with  him,  I  found  nothing  in  him 
that  was  not  friendly  to  the  Conftitution  of  his  country. 
Perhaps,  by  what  I  am  noiy  faying,  I  may  raife  a  cry  againft 
myfelf;  but  I  will  fay,' that  his  political  profefllons  were 
always  confiftent  with  my  fentiments.     I  (hall  retain  my 
t)pinion  of  him,  unlefs  he  is  found  guilty.    I  look  back  to  my 
acquaintance  with  him,  with  pleafurd,  and  (hall  renew  it  with 
joy  if  he  be  acquitted.  I  (hall  look  back  upon  it  with  regret 
if  he  be  convificd  ;  but,  do  not  let  the  Secretay  at  War  fay, 
khlt  I  am  fatisfied  that  Gentleman  is  a  traitor  to  his  country* 
I  ana-furprifed  he  (hould  have  fo  mifunderftood  the  reafon  I 
had  for  my  vote  the  other  night. 

.  If  the  right 'hon.  Gentleman,  inftead  of  pronouncing  a  pa<^ 
hcgfnc  on*the  oM  government  of  France^  had  taken  a  vieiy 
of  thcr  ©Id  govtirnihent  of  Jjnglandi"  it  'ivould  haVe  been  well. 
But  he  fty^  thit  we  are  fatisfied  of  the  faft,  that  there  are 
traitoraiii  this  Country ;  1  khb^*td  whofa' that  inuft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  allude ;  but  I  will  fay  again,  if  there  be  a  man  iipon 
Vol.  II;  1798.  ^E  earth 
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cirtb  wliotn,  I  do  not  think  a  traitor,  it  is  Mr.  Arthur 
0'Conn9r.  Should  he  be  convicted,  I  (hall  regret  mj  ac- 
quantance  with  him ;  but  if  acouittedy  I  iball  renew  an  ac- 
quaintance, in  which  I  have  had  great  pleafure — perhaps  t^ 
SiBcretai7  at  ^ya^  may  call* him  "an  Acquitted  Fchwv?* 
J  never  difcharged  a  duty  more  painfully  tha|i  in  yo^i^ 
lor  tlie  fufpenfion  of  the  Habios  Corpus  Ad ;  but  I  did 
it  becaufe  it  did  apjpear  to  me  to  be  a  duty,  and  I  am  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  whether  it  is  a  manly 
$:ondu6l  jn  a  Minifter,  to  purfue  that  condud,  as  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done,  and  to  make  that  a  iaiint 
and  reproach  to  me,  which  was  meant  as  a  fupport  to 
Government  in  the  hour  of  danger.  I  have  no  defir^  to 
avoid  cenfure  if  I  deferve  any ;  but  I  will  not  fuffer  a jgrpb 
injuftice,  and  have  that  imputed  tome  which  I  never  To- 
tended.  I  hope  I  have  not*  forgotten  the  prjuiciples  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  the  pradice  of  the  law  of  England;  and 
I  fliall  never  admit  any  man  to  be  a  traitor  prior  to  his  coa«» 
vidion.  I  was  in  hope  that  the  fufpenGpn  of  the  Hahiu 
Corpus  AA  would  have  been  carried  as  mildly  as  ppffible : 
'but  the  cafe  of  Mr.  O^Connor  fhould  not  have  been  hlht&l 
'at,  prima  facie  evidence  ihould  not  be  hinted  at,'  becaufe  no- 
thing fiiould  be  faid  before  the  whole  is  concluded*  Whh 
.regard  to  the  cafe  of  the  brother  of  Mr^  O'Connor,,  wWwas 
confined  in  Ireland  under  a  very  ferious  charge,  ,he  was 
brought  to  trial ;  no  witneifes  appeared ;  nor  was  the  {hadow 
of  proof  adduced  againft  htm.  The  learned  Judge  bcfofe 
whom  he  was  brought  for  trial,  lamented  that  no  evidence 
was  brought  forw;ard.  Thank  God,  we  have  no  6ich  Judge 
in  England !  We  have  no  man  upon  the  Bench  here  who 
would  utter  fp  lavage  a  fentiment,  as  io  lament  that  no  evi- 
dence Is  called  againft  a  prifoner. 

Mr.  Carew  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Tiemey. — I  own  1  am  not  fpeaking  ftri£lly  jo  the 
queftion  now  before  the  Committee ;  hut  what  I  fay^grows^QUt 
of  what  was  faid,  by  the  Secretary  .at  Wai^  The  error  iras 
in  letting  me  originally  go  into  it  ;  it  would  beaii  a6:^/^n- 
juftice  to  .ftc^  me  now.  This  Gentlcsnan.  came  here  from 
Ireland  jand,  inftead  of  coming  by  ftcalth^  h^  wrotealclter 
^  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  ftating,  that  he  intended  to  iCOnie/ 
,and  requefted  permiffion'to  fee  hb  brother  4  he  was  taken  up, 
aithdugh  he  was  acquitted.  •   "'.     ■ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Mxchejuin  I  caU  tQ.order,.  T*  jBd 
not  do  it  fooner,  although  by  the  honourable  Gcntteman's 
own  admiflion,  I  might  hav^done  fo  with  propriety^  becaufe 

be 
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he  reemed  to  be  etplaining  for  himfelf  a  part  of  his  condu^ 
upon. a  former  occafion.     My  reafoi;!  for  flopping  htm  now 
isy.'  that  he  is  making  a  ftatement  -which  is  conneded  with  a 
caufenow  pending  in  ft  Court  Juftice,  and  which  now  ftandf 
for  trial.     In  his  proceeding  thus,  he  mu(l  do  one  of  tw6 
thines',  either  he  muft  make  a  falfe  imprefllon  upon  thepub- 
lic^  Ind  prejudice  the-public  mind  againft  the  profecution^ 
or  compel  minifters  to  dtfclofe  that  which  may  make  a  falfe 
impreflion,  and  create  a  prejudice  againft  thofe  who  are 
charged.     It  is,  therefore,  impoflTible  to  go  on  with  this  dif- 
cuflion  with  propriety.     I  will  not  fay  one  word  on  the  cafe 
of  the  brother  of  Mr*  O'Connor,  except  that  what  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  minifters  have  done  with  regard  to  him,  was  done  on 
ahc  ground  of  their  public  duty  ;  and  they  would  have  been 
falfe  to  their  country,  if  they  had  a£led  otherwife  than  they 
did.     But  there  was  one  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable 
Gentleman  which  demands  notice.     He  talks  of  a'favage 
language  being  held  by  a  learned  Judge  in  Ireland,  and  this 
at  a  time  when  neither  any  Judge,  nor  any  Juryman,  can 
perform  his  duty  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  law,  without 
imminent  hazard  of  his  life.     He  faid,  it  was  favage  in  the 
Judge  to  fay  he  lamented  that  no  evidence  was  called  for  the 
pro&CutionJ    That  is  not  a  correfi  ftatement. — The  fenti- 
ment  was  this — *<  That  it  would  have  given  him  more  fatis- 
fa&ion,  if  Mr.  O'Connor  had  been  pronounced  innocent, 
on  a  full  trial  of  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  inftead  of  there  being 
no  wilnefs  called.*' — ^What  there  was  in  this  that  deferves  to 
be  called  inhuman,  unfeeling,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  charac- 
ter of  a  Judge,  or  of  the^ules  of  law,  either  of  England  or 
Ireland,  I  ao  not  know.     I  am  fure  that  honourable  Gen- 
tleman will,  upon  a  little  refledion,  fee  the  impropriety  of 
tbefe  harlh  epithets  againft  a  grave  chara^^r  who  is  placed 
in  an  ardous  fituation  to  adminifter  juftice. 

tit.  Tiermy  faid,  I  will  retraS  what  I  have  faid  againft 
the  learned  Judge,  if  the  fa&aare  as  the  minifter  now  ftates 
them.  I  know  nothing  of  the  cafe  but  what  appears  in  the 
'  pcwfpapers.  Whether  the  ftatement  be  right  or  not,  I  know 
not ;  but,  if  the  Minifter's  ftatement  be  correS,  I  will  re- 
traftwhat  I  have  faid  upon  that  fubje£l.  This,  however, 
is  a  f ubjeift  which  ought  to  be  enquired  into,  I  muft  fay 
again,  I  thought  it  harlh  to  preclude  a  man  from  feeing  his 
brother  under  confinement.  I  do  not  aflc  for  any  reafon  for 
that  now ;  but  hereafter  I  (hall  do  fo. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  faid,  he  denied  ^hat  be  meant  tp 
3^3  thxoMT 
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throw  any  imputation  upon  Mr.  O'Connor,  nor  had  be  infer- 
red tliat  the  honourable  Gentleman  charged  the  arretted  per- 
fons  with  being  guihy,  but  merely,  that  the  decifiop  of  the 
Grand  Jury  formed  a  prefumption  of  guilt, 
Mr.  'fierney  ^gzin  explained. 

Mri  Buxton  faid,  he  muft  withdraw,  if  any  thing  more  was 
fufFered  to  go  on  refpefting  Mr.  O'Connor  ;  bccaufe  he  was 
one  ofthe  Grand  Jury  who  found  the  Bill. 
'  Lord  Maiden  thought,  that  whilft  the  emigrants  condude^ 
themfelves  with  propriety,  it  would  be  cruej  to  profcribe 
them:  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  if 
an  enemy,  (hould  land,  they  might  be  difpofed  to  join  them. 
He  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  removing  them  to  fome  diftancQ 
from  the  metropolis.  He  was  not  of  opinion,  that  the  nuov- 
ber  of  French  Priefts  was  equal  to  that  of  the  other  Emi- 
grants. In  the  pariffi  of  S.t.  James,  Weftminfter,  there  were 
how  900  emigrants,  and  about  4000  In  the  metropolis ;  but 
of  thefe,  not  more  than  4  or  500  were  Priefts. 

Mr.  Jones  profefled  himfelf  wholly  unfatisfied  of  the  pro- 
priety of  fuSering  fo  many  emigrants  to  remain  in  this  coun- 
try. He  commented  on  many  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  with  which  he  was  diflatisfied  in  many 
points.  As  to  the  affair  of  Quiberon,  the  lefs  the  Secretary 
at  War  faid  upon  that  fubjeft,  the  better ;  but  he  hoped  there 
would  be  a  ftrift  inquiry  into  that  bufinefs  after  the  War. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  fubje£l  never 
had  been  confidered  unworthy  of  attention.  Pefore  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  faid  a  word  on  the  fubjeft;  his 
learned  Friend,  the  Solicitor  General,  had  been  preparing  a 
bill  for  the  very  purpofes  recommended. 

General  Tarleton  thought  that  there  were  fome  of  the  emi- 
grants who  might  be  ferviccable  at  the  prefent  crifis.  Witji 
refpeft  to  the  Quiberon  expedition,  he  admired  Sombreuil 
and  the  other  gallant  men  who  fell  with  him.  It  was  tb^ 
plan  of  the  expedition,  as  defedlive  in  time  and  place,  which 
he  had  reprobated. 

Mr.  Jefferp  (of  Coventry)  faid,  that  knowing  a  good  deal 
of  the  excellent  conduft  and  charadler  of  many  of  the  French 
Emigrants,  he  wifhed  to  fay  a  few  words  in  their  favour ; 
but  the  Secretary  at  War  had  with  fo  much  ability  and  hu- 
manity pleaded  their  caufe,  as  to  make  any  thipg  in  addition 
fuperfliious. 

Mr.  Jefferys  faid,  not  being  much  in  the  habit  of  fpcaking 
In  commendation  of  the  conduft  of  minifters,  he  trufteclthat 
•When  he  did  fo,  however  his  judgment  might  be  called  in 

queftioiiy 
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queftion,  hi?  Tincerity  would  not  be  doubted.  ^le  had  n«*. 
hefitation  in  faying,  that  if  the  moft  (anguine  admirer  of  tho 
prefent  adrpinidration  wasdefired  to  name  any  part  of  their 
co^idud  more  entitled  to  commendation  than  another,  he 
vrould,  in  his  opinion  fay,  it  was  for  their  generous  and  hu- 
marife  condiift  to  thefe  unhappy  and  didrefled  emigrantSy  andf 
for  the  prudent  precautions  taken  to  prevent,  as  much  aspoC- 
iible,  the  generofity  of  the  nation  beinjg  impofed  upon  to  the 
Injury  of  the  ftate. 

Mr.  H.  Broivne  approved  of  this  bill  as  a  proper  meafum 
of  caution ;  but  he  wiflicdto  bear  his  tedimony  to  theg^ne* 
ralgood  conduct  of  the  Emigrants. 

The  Solicitor  General  wi(hed  to  explain  the  obje£l  of  a  new 
claufe,  which  it  was  his  in^tention  to  propofe.  By  the  for- 
mer z6ty  Captains  of  (hips  were  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Cuftomsat  the  port  at  which  they  arrived,  a  lift 
of  the  Foreigners  they  bad  on  board  ;    but  there  exifted  no 

Slower  to  prevent  them  from  landing.     He  wifhed,  there- 
ore,  to  introduce  a  claufe,  to  give  a  power  of  preventing 
them  from  landing,  until  they  had  permiflion. 

Mr.  JoUiffe^  adverting  to  the  .preamble  of  the  bill,  difap- 
proved  of  the  harfli  and  offenfive  language  employed  againft 
the  enemy.  The  manner  in  which  the  French  wereaccuGsd 
of  tyrahny  and  opprefllon,  &c.  he  thought  unworthy  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  the  language. 
Many  of  the  Emigrants  had  been  compdled  to  leave  France 
during  the  Government  of  Robefpierre,  and  tyranny  and 
oppreflion  ivere  now  univerfally  imputed  to  the  Government; 
of  Robefpierre  by  every  party  in  France. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  did  not  think  the  language  fitting.  He  did  not 
think  it  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the  country  to  intro- 
duce the  brawling  language  of  Billinrgate,  and  the  petulance 
of  a  fifhwoman  into  an  Aft  of  Parliament.  „ 

The  Solictor  General  defended  the  language  employed^ 
The  man,  he  faid,  was  unworthy  of  the  character  of.  an 
£ngli(hman  who  was  afraid  to  fpeak  the  language  of  truth 
to  the  enemy. 

Thi^  occafioned  fome  perfonal  altercation  between  Mr.  yot" 
liffe  and  the  Solicitor^  the  former  conceiving  himfelf  perfonally 
alluded  to.  He  faid,  that  if  the  learned  GentlematQ  did  not  - 
explain  or  retraft  the  obfervation,  he  mull  expe&  to  hear 
from  him  in  another  manner.  He  was  not  afraid  to  meet 
the' French,  but  he  did  not  think  it  manful  to  affail  tfat in 
with  sibufive  language;. 

The^ 
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ThtChwuilkrofthi  Ejcfheguir  faid,  that  nothing  coiild 
be  iatehded  perTofwl  to  the  hopqurabjle  Gentleman.  ISis 
HaoMifid  Friena  had  ftated  hb  propofltion  gooepillyy'  that  it 
'WUiHiirorthy.  the  ch^jra^ter  of  En^Iiflimen  to  (brink  from 
the  lan^^ia^  of  txntby  bepaufe  it  might  be  fuppofed  to  tooch 
llie  cneiny* 

Th^  S$lMi0r  Central  f^iA,  he  would  not  retrad  wha^  he 
%sd  faid.  What  he  faid  was  generally  fpoken.  If  there 
iras'tty  caufe  for  offence  given^  he  had  fully  as  mtich  reafoa 
to  be  eflPended  as  the  honourable  Gentleman,  as  the  term 
Billtngri^te  had  been  applied  to  a  bill  which  he  was  known 
to  hare  drawn  up  ;  yet,  as  he  did  not  conceive  the  obferva- 
tions  perfonally  applied  to  himfelf,  he  had  taken  no  notice 
of  it.     \ 

Mr.  Jolliffi  wa$  faitiafied  with  the  explanation ;  and 
idded,  that  he  ihould  have  been  forry  to  have  had  any  dif- 
ference with  the  learned  Qeqtleman,  as  they  had  been  OMicb 
Mtttber  when  little  bQys. 

rrhc  ChanciUor  of  thg  Exchtqutr  fugsefted,  that  it  would 
be  better  that  his  learned  Friend  fhould  bring  up  his  claufcs, 
thM  tb^y  fliould  be  vead  pr$  format  and  the  difcuflion  p<^- 
^ned  till  another  day.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  done  ac- 
4px^gly,  ajid  the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  iip  ^e  following 

"^  ge  firom  his  Majefty. 


ax. 

Htk  MB^siy  recowBifbdt  it  to  the  Hoafi;  U  Comnona  to  confidcr  of 
tatbltng  tlit  Majefty  to  make  remittanccf ,  from  time  to  thne,  to  be  ap. 
plied  to  his  fervice  in  Irelatid,  in  Aich  manner  as  (ball  be  appiovcdbjr  the 
PK&mentcf  that  kingdom^  to  an  amount  not  6cceeding  TwoMiUi^osi 
eajpcoyUtoB  being  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fpr  deiiayiqg  ihe 
,  i^PHlv^  «pd  chiurges  of  a  loan  to  that  amotmt.  C.  f . 

ii  WM  relefsed  to  the  CoBimittee  of  Supply* 
!nkij(pQ^  went  tbroo^h  the  Committee  on  theSfrir^ 
^feoperty  Wttf  and  the  repc^rt  was  ordered  to  be  receivcdfhe 

fuM-dir^  ..... 

TlM^ather  oiders  of  the  4Riy  were  then  deferred. 

.  Vdk  pf  the  Members  ef  ttte  ftoftft  of  Commons  «iho  voted .  aeatnft  tlia 
iMoed  mding  of  the  liind  TaMUUdcoiitiDa  bill  on  Jk^onday  kl, 
Biii-eTST-B^d|pMt     ^     -^:^.'    J.ygoi^Wa«efMhtf«  . 
'  :lMv*-«fimiBihiie  Kfonrn— Tewkdburjf 

i|BirH>¥<g»»»Upra|ilro  Milford,  Lordr-^PcmlvrokciUrc 

Sourcri^ 
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BouYefie-^NoTthanopton  MUifer^Ydrk 

Coke— Norfolk  NicboU-Tpegftny  'tt 

J^enilbii-rWpoton Baflet  Noith-^BanNiy     :     Z  -^i': 

Dickens — ^Northamptonfhtre  Palk«- J)cfonflitnr' 

Egrrton*— Newcaftle  .Plttincr— Hfrtforcfcijpp'     "  '         \ 

HarfUhfi^Thetftnd  Porter— Sxockbna'ge       "^     -^      v 

Htathcofce,  Sir  G — UnefAnHtSkt  PuUgrtcy,  SlrW.^^MjOiMKkftf''^   ' 

Hobhoure— Betlieiiley  'MMgh''^&ntf     ^.    .  v    >     • 

Howard-r-GIoucefter  Kidley,  Sir  M.— NewciAle.  ^ 

Huflfy-^-SSftibury  Ruflell,  Lonl  W.— -Sam 

Toncft^Dtobigb  Ruileli,  Lord  J.— TavtiMb , 

Kei»)f— Xenves  SheHictd,  Lord^-^BrfAol  • ''       .   i> 

Lan^rfton— MinehcBd  ShucfcburiHnSir  V     yfmmmkMfi 

JLangton— Somer&tihire  SincUir»  Sir  J.«^Petersfiel4      '  ,>» 

Lein6Q»  Sir  W.*— Cornwall  Tlerne;— Southwark 

Lloyd— 4iDD^;oinetyihire  Vyn^r— Liikcolhfliire 

TELLERS.  "        I' 

Jo^iff(^— Pders£eld  Pierrepoint— Nottlnghaindiife.^  ' 


HOUSE  OF- COMMONS. 

WEDNEfiDAY^'^^fY/ 25. 

A  Taricrcy  of  Mifit^ry  Eftfmsites  were  rtfemkl  to  a 
Biitiee  of  Supply>  Into  which  the  Houfe  refdnd  Itfelf. 

Several  fums  were  voted  for  the  Supplementary  MtUfiiiiy 
for  the  Provifional  C^ytity,  for  the  eicpence  of  Vbloatoer 
Corps,  &c* 

On  fhe  qudftlon  for  griinting  a  Iiim  for  the  expeace  of  Hie 
Provinonal  Gavalry« 

General  TaHeton  faid,  that  the  great  obje^l  of  thd^CMti^ 

at  prefent  was ta defend  its  independdnce,  and  everything 

which  tended  tofti«Ogthe&  it,  for  that  dbjed  dcferved  pf^pio- 

bation.    The  PfoviMnal  Cavalry,  however,  which  he' bad 

'  ieen  iirleffcral  parts  of  the  comitfy  was  not  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 

difcipline  and  training  .ts  could  render  it  very  Cervicei}bl6  jax 

cafe  of  danger*    There  were*  no  a$cers  .iiypointed,  i^crHvere 

tlieinen  in  a  ftate  of  t;KUiiing^    He  recommeiyd^d'^&^iaitli* 

fters  to  ftalion  thpfe^^Corpsin  thcAeighboiirhood  of  it^hMitS 

-llutuwereahdeady  bred  and  dircMih^d,  that^hey  frigbdhave 

.■tliebaie^t4;^XbeK^M(nple,  Mlf1s)6^^^ 

lervke.  •.  :  •^'.  1    ,  j:.-,  viTvp.-; 

Mr.  XinnifA.  rai4,  td^  froo^  th^e  beft  ii^onBatkftl4ie«9pl4 

.    obtain  on  this  (ubje£l,  it  did'  i$0t  appear  that  tlttfe^Mtf^  w«re 

in  that  iindifctplined^e  alluded  to  by  the  hoMilVisM^^n-* 

tt«iti«li.^  yOffioers  w«f^.ai«KMig4^  Vholiadb^pe 

before:  great ptiin»wef^'^^A to- tniiptlvHh^^  tiie 

s  ][rikn  reeoiimended  by  the  honourable  Geacjsalj   had  beea 

-    :'_.*%ted. 
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adopted.  He  would  not,  bpwever,  attempt  to  fkj,  tiui^thqr 
were  completely  difcipHoed;  but  he  hoped  they  -vrooMfton 
be  Co,  as  tfiey  were  affiled  by  non-commUIioned  officers  £e9iii 
diiFerent  regiments. 

Gemral  Tarlelon  was  of  opinbn,  that  the  right  honounble 
Secretary  hadmefely  giveo  adefcripiion  of  the  Yeomanry  Ca- 
vahy;  and  not  of  the  Provifional.  AH  the  members  of  that 
Hodfe^could  have  but  one  objcd — the  fafcty  and  defence  of 
tl^  Country  ;  he  (hould  therefore  be  very  happy  if  it  fhould 
appear  that  the  Provifional  Calvary  were  really  in  the  Ctua- 
tion  in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  defcribed  them 
tobe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exibefuer  faid,  that  ihcafures  were 
already  taken  to  render  thefc  corps  completely  erfeaivc,  and 
it  was  intended  to  take  from  the  bred  regiments  as  many  non- 
commiflioned  officers  as  they  could  fpare  to  allift  ia  traidiag 
the  Provifional  Cavalry. 

General  Tarleton  was  of  opinion,  -  that  it  Would  be  better  to 

ftrengthen  the  eftabltflied  regiments  by  thefe  recruits  than  to 

.  iiveaken  thekn  by  taking  away  their  non-commrffioned  oflkeis« 

The  following  fums  were  then  voted,  viz. 

FortheVohinteerCorp»  —  —  —  jC*  3SOiOdo 

'  For  the  Exponce»  of  the  Barrack  Mafl^  Gemrarft  Depart- 

ncnt  —  —  —  -..  510,71^ 

^  For  Foreign  Corps  —  —  —  226,083 

General  farkton  wiflied  to  knowMrhere  the  Foreign  Corps 
''were  employed  ?  • 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  they  were  chiefly  employed  in 
*;  PbEtugal.  NoePs,  Dillon's,  and  La  Chartre's  corps  ferred 
'  there. — There  was  one  corps  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  Hoofe  would 

-  ^eco)le£l  that  in  November  laft  he  had  ftated  the  atmy  cxtrti* 

-  ordinaries  at  2,500,000!.     He  now  found  from  enquiry  that 

*  they  would  greatly  exceed  that  fum>  and  could  not  be  \th 

•  than  3,^00,0001.     Gentlemen  were  no  doubt  aware,  tlAit  in 
'  •  times  like  the  prefent  the  expences  incurred,  fof' our  sdefieilke 

*«  could  only  be  meafuied  by  the  preparations!  whidi  the  'ttit^ 

my  made  againft  us.     He  ihould  therefore  move,  that  the 

'  fttm  of  3,200,0001'.  be  granied  for  the'EktraciiditiarieS  bfthe 

Amiy  for  the  ye^r  1798.— AgTi^ed  to.      \    *.  -        '  ;  '.  ^i-* 

The  'Chancellor  (f  the  Excbsquer  mosred  a  refolutien  {;r«iilid-> 

'  ed  on  his  M^jefty's  Meflage  pf  the  pitcedingdiy,  lelativi^tb' 

^  lediittance^  to  Ireland;  w^ich  was  agreed  to.  .  ^ 

r  •   ;  ....  •;         -    ,      ^   .   ;.  i  .     .  ..^Iie 
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The  fotlowing  MMcellaneous  Services  were  next  voted. 

For  printhi^  the  Journalt,  &c.  of  the  Houfe .  of  Commons  ^.  /.  . 

brjfond  what  was  granted  lad  SciHon                -            -  3^0  6 

For  Uie  maintenance  o^Coavifls  at  H'onne        .        .  333t  o  ' 
For  making  furvrvs  of  different  kinds,  to  npiiict  money  piid 

out  oftheCiyil  Lift         -         -         •          •         .           *  Soi  o . 

For  preparing  efltmates>  Sec.        *        •        -        -        -  ^9  19 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered'  u% 
be  received  the  next  day. 

Xlr.  JoUiffe  thought,  that  at  no  period  more  than  the  pre- 
fcnt|  did  it  become  the  Houfe  to  exercife  moft  fcrupuloufly 
its  ccfturoiit  over  the  public  expenditure^  Several  of  the  ac** 
counts  which  had  been  voted  were  by  no  means  fufficiently 

Jiarticular  in  dating  the  expences  they  contained.     He  there* 
ore  wiOied  the  particulars  of  the  accounts  printed. 

The  Chancellor  ofthi  Exchequer  wifhed  that  the  difcuftion 
on  that  fubjed  might  be  poftponed  till  after  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatis  was  gbne  through,  which 
he  fuppofed  Would  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

The  refolutions  being  all  agreed  to,  the  report  was  order''* 
ed  to  be  received  on  Friday,  and  the  Committee  of  Supply  to 
fit  again  on  the  fatne  day. 

J^tJDGkt. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  intb  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effed : — "  It  will  be  recolleded  that  laft  November, 
when  I  laid  before  the  Committee  an  outline  of  the  probable 
amcMint  of  tlieexpence  of  the  year,  t  ftated  it  at  the  fum  of 
fl5  jniUions  and  a  half.  It  is  a  fatisfadion  to  me  to  obferve 
in  the  outfet>  that  the  (latement  which  I  (ha)l  now  have  the 
honour  to  fubmit,  differs  from  the  former  in  fo  few  points^ 
the' changes  which  will  be  remarked  in  it  are  fo  intelligible^ 
and  the  caufes  by  which  they  have  been  occafioned  are  fo 
plain  and  obvtoui,  that  I  fiiall  not  be  under  the  necefllty  of 
trefpafling  long  upon  the  time  of  the.  committee.  The  total 
amount  of  the  Supply  which  I  am  to  lay  before  you  to-day, 
according  to  the  moft  accurate  eiUmate  that  can  be  formed, 
and  after  fix^  monchs  have  elapfed,  notvrithftanding  the  cir- 
cumftaocw  which  have  called  upon  us  to  make  additions  tp 
our  expenditure,  is  a8,ii90,oOol.  being  an  excefs  of  about' 
rhret  millions  beyond  the  former  calculation.  This  varia- 
tion,  it  will  reacUIy  t>e  perceived,  refults  in  a  great  meafure. 
•    Vojj,.  IL  1798.  3  F  from 
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from  the  facreared  exertions  for  oirr  national  defence)  ivhidi 
the  ftatcof  .the*preparmtioiTs  of  theenemj, and tfaa  pifihriBliiy 
ofil^r  attempting  to  put  their  defigns  in  execttioli  Ibvbob- 
caftoned.  I  (hall  proceed,  therefore^  to  ftate,  as  flMvtfy  as 
I  am  able,  the  variations  which  have  ukm  place  ;  mmi  ex- 
pHua  the  articles  in  which  the  ftatement  I  former^  gave  Mm 
increaffid. 

KAvr. 

tile  Navy  w:ts  ftated  M  12,538,000!.  To  dtis  an  aMi* 
tfonal  tiamber  of  Seamen  hare  been  votedj  upon  rfliiiifti; 
ftie  expence  of  which  is  910,000!.  making  the  charge  fer  the 
navy  13,448,00014 

AKMS,  ORf)NANCE,   AND  AllSCBLLAHEOUS  StK VICES. 

On  the  head  of  the  Army  there  was  ftated,  lOpioy/noI. 
The  additions  which  have  lince  been  found  neceflary,  and 
voted  for  the  Supplementary  Militia,  for  the  Prorifional  Ca- 
valry^  for  the  Voluntary  Corps,  which  it  will  be  fatisfiidory 
to  the  Houfc  to  know,  form  an  addition  of  forty-five  thou- 
fand  men  to  the  armed  force  of  the  country  are  to  be  taken 
into  view*  There  is  likewife  an  incrcafe  of  i2o,oocL  upon 
the  head  of  Barracks,  making  on  the  whole  520,000!.  It  is 
to  be  confidered  however,  that  this  addition  is  occaHoned  by 
the  number  of  troops  quartered  in  barradks  j  by  this  means 
f  avjng  the  tncreafedf  rates  that  would  bivo  been  aHowed  to 
the  Innkeepers  for  their  fubfiftence.  .  TelH^dMry  knairfe 
have  ftkewife  been  eftabliihed  in  parrictiter  diftrtA,  wlicre 
it  was  necefTary^  in  the  prefent  danger  of  fdrcigft  attacky  Aot 
a  (Irong  military  force  mould  be  (hnion^d.  The  wkale  of 
the  additions  on  the  above  heads,  from  10,  FOy^OOOL  ^4a^ 
mer  eftimate  will  make  the  chaige  on  the  bead  of  Ainnj^ 
ii,$57,ooo!.  There  are  likewife  Ibme  alterariqAs  on  the 
ordnance,  mifcelIaneo(is(ervic<^$,&c.  which  maketfi«jiiliob 
of  the  fiifphis,  above  the  ftat^ment  in  Nt>^Mtfkm  laft^ 
3/640,0001.     Upon  that  occafron,  howihrer,  if  wiH^tw  sdDofc* 

'    USkdf  that  there  would  be  fomething  required  fotMkmuL) 
'  of^gragts.  ,  The  amount  of  the  §upp!y  frdir,' ^ovMnte,  wiK 

,     be  dirpiDipied  to  the  extent  of  the  fnm  ftaiUl  ontfhft  T     * 
.  Tl\^  payment  tp  6c  made  to  the  Bahk^for  tokm 

V^'illjpQwbc  paid^oflToiit  of  the  land  ttx;  tile  { 
.which  have  come  in  fafler  Ihair  wa^  eTi^^d. 

^  ^<>this,;Uka>v^re,  h  wHlbe  fcen  fifem  th^'diftl«miiiii»|»p^ 
Jrhat  of  the  lums  granted  for  The  relief  of  tlte  iRMixABnir  of 
Grenada  ;  circumAances  haVe  occucred  wbteh  wiH»  rtndo^  ii 


21^3       WOODFAU-^S  PARUAMEKTARY  ll£l>ORTS.  40^ 

Itfomctfary  taiSie^tlie  laims.Pppo  th^t  head  to  the  cxtcat  of 
YCOA>Pplr  kib  th^  was  cxpeAed.  pedudiqg  the  iums  upon 
«iuifeaccou4fes,.a200HntiAg  to  68o.9opt-  from  tlie  ^rerent 
ifaiteaaieot  cof  the,  fM{U>'y.»  ^^^^  >^^"  remaki  an  exeefs  af 

'  ^^ggo^octj.  ;3i)pye  xbe  oytiiop  Qf  the  fii|)pty  as  IJatecf  in  T^o- 

^  -vembor  laft.;  lei^jiig  tl^e  fuoi  oi  03,490,0001.  as  the  amount 
of  the  Aippitf  9^  *c  prefcnt  year 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  in  this  ftatemept  no  provi* 
(ion  is  ma^e  for  any  extraordinary  ex  pence  which  may  be 
fi^j^ary  in  a  crifis  like  the  prefent ;  when  the  extent  oi  our 
i^jj^tions  muft  be  regulated  by  the  tnagnitade  of  tb^  danger 

.  yith  which  we  are  threatened,  and  by  the  afped  which  that 
danger  may  aiTume,  ihould  the  enemy  perfevere  in  their  def* 
pexatedoiigns  of  iovafion.  For  the  expence  which  in  fucl^ 
an  emergency  Would  be  requirefi,  we  muft  provide  ascircumr 
jftaoces  ^all  direfi.  We  c;in  only  ulce  Care  to  cover  by  fpe«- 
iciiic  piMvifionSy  tho(e  Aims  whiph  are  dated  upon  ^flqal  eftir 
laaafe.  No  calculation  can  be  made  of  the  expence  which 
fuch  an  exigency  9s  that,  for  which  we  opght  to  prepare 
ouirfeives,  Tfill  occafion,  it  ^rouft  be  generally  provided 
therefore  by  a  vote  of  credit,  which  it  may  either  exceed,  or 
of  ifh>ch  it  may  fall  ihort  as  the  cafe  may  happen.  What 
ciber  precautions  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  may  require,'  will  be 
fuhjeA  of  future  conCderatioci.  At  prefect  I  propofe  only  ti) 
Oiake  provffion  for  the  fpccific  fervices  which  can  be  calcu- 
lated upon  eftimate,  referving  till  a  future  period  the  motioi| 
lihaU  baf«  ^  honour  of  making  for  a  ^te  of  credit.  Gen- 
tlemen may  be  defirous  to  know  to  what  extent  that  vote  of 

. credit  is  ii^tended  to  be.  As  far  as  I  can  at  prefent  /orm  any 
judgement  upoi)  the  fubje^i  t^^o  miltions  w|U  ISe  tho  Cuas^ 
)pni^ed, 

WAVS   AND  MEAKS* 

Haying  ftated  the  variations  which  circumflances  havepro^ 
^mxd,  in  ihe  fupply  ;  }t  remains  for  me  to  explain  the  alte^ 
ralkm^i  which  have  taken  pjaice,  and  the  additions  that  may 
^MaQceflary  ii^  the  plan  of  the  Ways  and  Means  fince  No- 
•yefilbev  laiU  .   ^        . 

.iXheL^d  and  Malt  then  I  ta)ce  as  ufnal  at  a,7$o,oorI. 
.  ^Then^xt  artic}e  is  the  Afleffed  Taxes.  Here  the  Comiiiitte^ 
mUheawarcthat  a^iJnCderable  variation  has  taken  place 
from  iha  fitm,  M  which  thej^  oroduce  was  origmaliy 
dSimafedf.  Tlie  modifications  whicnr  upon  the  wifcfl  prin- 
c%>I(S$  W4^Latrp4ucei;l  into  t^e  Bill  in  its  progrefs  through 
lh^iiQ4fct  h^Yfrigrfs^tiy  rQ<^ucedthe  ampunt  at  which  this  ar^ 
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tick  was  ftfitfid.  The  committee  muft  l&ewtfe  beibnfiUe 
that  it  would  be  impoflibie  to  forno.  any  thing  like  a  consS 
^ftiinate  pf  the  fum,  which  the  tneafure  with- all  its  fiic]lt&<> 
cations  .fnay  be  expeded  to  produce.  In  miaoy.  parrts  ef  tlie 
^)Lingdoo)t  the  charges  to  be  made  have  not  been  afcertadiledv 
god  the  appeals  to  which  they  tnxiA  give  rife  have  not  yet 
been  decided.  As  far  .as  can  be  colledied  from  die  retamf* 
there  is  reafon  to  believe,  however,  that  the  defalcation  in 
the  produce  of  this  meafure,  will  not  be  fuch  as  todiminiflior 
deflroy  its  beneficial  tendency.  In  the  metropolis  too,  from 
which  the  returns  have.almoft  only  been  received,  the  abat^ 
ments  will  be  foqnd  chiefly  tp  apply.  In  the  country  the 
fame  circupiftances,  which  in  the  cafe  of  the  metropolis  reti* 
dered  the  modification  neceflary,  do  not  exifl ;  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tax  therefore  will  not  be  expeded  to  fall  (hort  ia 
the  fame  proportion.  There  is  reafon  to  hope  then,  froai 
any  data  upon  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed,  that  the 
produce  will  be  more  than  one  and  a  half  of  the  Tiiple 
Afleflment  originally  dated,  likely  be  cut  off.  I  propofe  then, 
to  take  credit  for  the  produce  at  this  rate.  The  original 
amount  of  the  tax,  on,  which  theincreafe  was  impoftd,  is 
2,700,000!.  1  conceive  then,  that  I  may  very  fafdy  ftate  the 
probable  produce  of  the  increafed  AflefTment,  at  4,500,000!; 
While  we  make  allowaiKe  for  the  diminution  which  the  mo- 
difications pf  the  AQ.  may  occafion,  we  muft,  on  the  other 
hand,  take  into  view  the  afliftance  which  its  produce  will 
derive  from  the  Voluntary  Contributions  ;  which  fo  honoun- 
ably,  for  the  zeal  and  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  have  every 
where  been  fet  on  foot.  This  liberal  and  patriotic  f«md  wiH 
fupply  what  it  was  prudent  in  the  legiflature  to  remit.  It 
muft  indeed  be  the  hi^heft  fatisfadion  for  the  Houfe  to  {ler- 
fTeive,  that,  while  we  difcharged  our  duty,  in  providing  thofe 
fupplies  which  were  beft  calculated  to  give  vigour  to  our  ex- 
ertions and  to  carry  us  fafe  through  this  difficult  aifis,  we 
have  the  beft  proof  that  we  aSed  in  unifon  with  the  feelings 
of  our  conftituents.  Their  approbation  of  the  meafures  we 
jdopted  we  find  expreffed,  not  luerely  by  their  words,  but  by 
jtheu  aSions—by  a^Slions,  too,  not  of  an  indiiierent  nature, 
but  fuch  as  (hew  their  conviSion  of  the  ncccflity  of  great 
jc3^ertion  and  I  heir  readincfs  to  fecond  your  efforts  by  a  vdttn^ 
iary  facfifice  of  a  part  6<  their  property.  '  We  have  the  plea- 
£uxc  ojf  knowing*,  too,  that  this  genef^is  and  patriotic  ardour 
an4  zeal  h^ve  been  difplayed  by  every  clafs  and  bider  in  tb€ 
(ppiO)j|nity»  I  am  afr^idi  haweveri  that  Ibme  oidei^  tbei^ 
:      .     •  •  *  •  "^  ani 


arQrwfaere  etnptions  will  be  found,  and  I  :41a  rfdrry  ih^ 
idiefe  exceptions  are  to  be  fciond  in  orders  wl^W  it  flioul4 
Idaft  have  been  expe&ed,^*  At  the  fame  jtime^^we  know  riiiit 
no  oMer:raiecatty  has  fofxnedari  eiccepuofi*  to  the  liberal  im-r 
pulfe  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  th4s  country  have  been 
animated^  Th^  iirmy,  the  navy,  merchants,  manvfa^ar^r^^ 
ani&nSy  labourers,  in  fliort,  gentlemen  of  every  clafs  and 
rank  have  been  eager  to  demonftrate  that  voluntary  2eal 
»rhlch  is  the  fured  proof  of  their  attachment  to  their  coun- 
try, and  the  beft  apfwer  to  the  threats  of  an  infolent  fpc^ 
Knowing  from  the  beft  fources  of  information,  that  the 
ipirit  of  this  nation  is'  rifing  with  an  energy  incalci^Iable, 
4hat  every  day  furnifhes  additional  proofs  of  the  geqeroQty 
and  patriotifm  of  every  part  of  the  country,  I  am  rather 
fearful  of  under-rating  the  refources  which  .this  fpirit  may 
call  forth,  than  of  computing  them  above  their  amount. — 
In  many  parts  of  the  country  the  mod  liberal  contributions 
me  know  to  have  been  made,  the  precife  amount  of  vehich 
cannot  yet  be  afcertained.  Of  thfe  whole  fum  fubfcribed  at 
the  Bank,  twoMhirds  may  be  taken  as  Voluntary  Contribu* 
lion,  which  on  the  prefent  amount  will  be  i  ,350,000!.  As 
it  is  impoflible  to  calculate  the  extent  to  which  this  fyftem.  fo 
happily  begun,  may  be  carried  in  different. parts  of  the  coun-» 
try  from  which  no  returns  have  yet  been  received,  I  am 
fure  the  Committee  will  not  think  the  calculation  exorbitant, 
if  I  take  the  article  of  Voluntary  Contributions  at  1,500,000], 
It  would  give  me  pleafure  to  find  that  it  will  exceed  the  fum 
at  which  I  ftate  its  probable  amount,  but  in  all  the  circum- 
Hances  I  feel  a  confiderable  confidence  that  to  this  extent  we 
snay  look  to  it  as  a  certain  refource. 

■  -  The  next  article  for  which  1  propofc  to  take  credit  is  one 
which  has  not  yet  been  fubmitted  to  Parliament,  but  which  I' 
entertain  a  fangnine  hope  will  meet  with  their  approbation! 
It  is  an  object,  which  in  a  confiderable  degree  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  commercial  and  mercantile  Wotld.  It 
incltide^  more  to  recommend  it  td  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
with  lefs  of  iblid  objeftion  than  any  mcafure  which' for  fomc 
fitne  has  beeit'fubmitted  to  Parliament.  It  will  be  ^attended 
iviih  an  additional  proredion  to  our  trade,  atid  without  ith^ 
pofihg  any  new  burthens  upon  the  cbtintry,  it  willMkiiire  Ah 
additional  refoorcle  for  the  fupport  ofthe  war.  It  is  ihy  Int^nl^ 
iion  to  propofe  this  ineafureoody'^s*  applicable  to  the  wir/and 
ton  war  ftichhgrhe^prcfent.  Aconfkk-raWepart  oftheretom** 
mendationvwhtch  it  pofleflfe^,  artfes  fi^m  the  partitulaf  na* 
ti^rc  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.     It  has 

this 


iur  fiStftfulr  ^dNrintligt  tocv  ^t  a  oanfiderabl^  ptft  of  k./i^ 
ie  fiad  %y  fero^Mrs.-  It  wiU  take  from  t^e  enemy  bat^ 
iheir^fanfeev  of  maritime  rapine,  which  has  been  the  iiAjf 
itnipbfliienl  an4  eiicoura|ement  for  dietr  marine  in  tbt  a^ 
feiEce  w  legitimate  commerce.  The  pkn  to  which  I  aUnda 
^Hm^iAy  to  adopt  fome  regulations  re fpeftiag  the  comrcy.of 
•f  0Dr  trade,  tad  to  impofe  a  certain  tax  upon  elc ports  sad 
fmp(»ts^  in  fuch  manner  a$  not  to  rxfk  the  diminntioa  of  om 
commerce  ;  a  tax  too  that  will  be  repaid  by  the  decreaffc  ii| 
the  price  of  infurance,  which  will  tall  upon  the  con&itjier 
and  ditnftni(h  the  number  of  prizes  which  our  extended  com* 
merce  has  held  out  to  the  predatory  fpirit  of  the  enemy.  \ 
am  aware  that  this  fubjeA  will  require  confiderable  difcuf^ 
fton.  On  the  face  of  it,  however,  it  is  one  to  which  no  ob« 
jedion  occurs,  i  do  not  propofe  to  take  it,  fuppofing  it 
fhould  rfceire  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  for  more  than 
a  year,  or  for  the  tntereft  of  the  l^oan.  ^t  when  oui*  en*^ 
creafed  and  encreafing  trade  requires  additional  protedion^ 
it  carmot  but  be  defirable  to  adopt  a  plan  which  will  not  only 
fecure  this  important  objed,  but  afford  a  confiderable  re- 
fource  to  the  lupport  of  the  prefent  conteft*  In  this  way^ 
then,  from,  the  beft  general  eftimate  (hat  can  be  made  on  ihi^ 
fbbjed  at  prefent,  1  think  I  may  yenrure  to  (late  this  obje6| 
as  capable  of  producing  the  fum  of  i,5oo,opol. 

In  the  (latement  which  I  made  in  November  laft,  I  toofc 

credit  for  500,000!.  upon  the  CpnfoUdat^  Fund.     Upo% 

looking  at  the  Confolidated  fund,  and  the  produce  of  tba 

taxes,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  afcertained  up  to  April,  I  have 

the  fatisfadion  to  fee  that  the  (burces  from  which  the  Con- 

folidated  Fund  is  fupplted  are  amply  prpdudive.     Stilly 

ftewever,  as  the  charges  on  the  payments  to  be  made  on  th% 

Loan  wit!,  in  the  eotirfe  of  the  year,  come  upon  the  Confo* 

lidated  Fund,  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  include  in  the 

Ways  and  Means  any  fupply  to  be  derived  from  this  fource. 

I  propofe,  therefore,  to  leave  it  to  provide  thefe  objeiSs,  an4 

to  redeem  the  arrears  of  durges  upon  the  grants  of  1797. 

Arthe  fame  time,  however,  I  Ihall  proceed  to  ftate  from.the. 

'  'moft  authemic  papers,  the  amount  of  the  Revenue  up  to  the 

•pfefcnt  jjeriod,  as  far  as  thofe  parts  which  have  been  ittoie 

':tMently  impofed  cm  b^  afcertained.   J  am  the  more  anxious 

t^  entmr  into  this  ftateoieiu,  that  from  a  cdmparUbsrof  the. 

penmnfcnt  revenue  with  the  permanent  .charge/  (jenrletnen 

"ftiliy4)e  able  j»  jjud^^vof  ^our  whofe  (ituatlon,  awl'the  ade-, 

•  qMif^f  ova  MMmfc^  to  lupport  tbe.ci^rt^  we  are  Cftled 

vpoa  to  exert.    The  total  amount,  then,  cif  th^  oM  i^miua, 

exciulivfi 
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^^fae^ifiV^  dt'thc  taxes  Idiipored  in  1797,  'w^f%,yf6^aoA. 

JYho  afnount  of  taxes  impofipd  hi  1797^  to  ihc\i}bxaf  Jot 

'^JbrnX  three  millions  are  to  l>e  adUed.  It  cannot  be  ckf!ed<4 
tlurt.  tbele  taxes  fliould  yet  bie  placed  iif  a  fkzte^f^txMo^^ 

.  l^onby  which  their  produce  eould  aecuratdy  Hiaicertatmi^ 
About  1 ,500,0001.  nave  already  been  obtain^  on  aco^at 

^fjf  t^^fe  taxes.  From  the  beft  calcuUttlon  which  can 'be 
inade,  it  is  computed  that  their  pennanent  prodvoe  w4l  be 
.i>9Po»oool. 

The  tax  upon  legacies  was  eftlmated  at  iio^eod.  whicb 
from  its  nature,  muft  fec[uire  time  to  come  up  tothe  ^(ti- 
male.  It  has  ]Fec  px^uced  only  between  50  and  6o|00(d.-  I 
tntertain  ^  hot>e,  that  when  it  finds  hs  levei^  it  will  appeac'. 
that  it  was  not  oTer-«rated  in  ibe  eftlmate^  1  (baH,  tbeiekMe, 
now  ftate  it  at  ioo»oooi« 

The  next  is  an  article  upon  which  Various  opinions  hav4 
been  entertained  as  to  its  produce.  It  certainly  has  hitherto 
fallen  ihort  of  its  eftimate.  One  principle  caufe  of  this  is, 
that  rumours  had  Been  circuhled  that  the  tax^  was  to  be  re* 
pealed^  which  prevented  people  from  renewing  Amir  dock* 
i  am  of  opinion.  It  will  m  time  advance  much  farther  than 

.  thofe  who  difapproved  of  it  ever  imagined.  It  has  of  late 
advanced  confiderably,  and  is  continuing  to  advance^  I  mean 

;  the  articfe  of  wine.     If  the  Houfe  fliall  thiidc  proper,  to  pen^ 

!  fevere  in  the  continuance  of  that  duty,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
tj^&R^yeQUe  will  benefit  nearly  to  the  extent  which  I  ojfigt- 
m^f  ilatcd  I  I  (hall,  therefore,  eftimate  the  prodtice  of  this 
dnfy  at4oo,oooL  more  than  it  has  hitherto  yielded  tothe 
JuUic.  I'hefe  fiims,  being  added  together,  fbrnilh  the 
^  anuwiat  of  20,47 o,^pooK  1  have  dated  all  thefc  fums  from  * 
view  of  the  a^ual  produce,  ekcept  three  artideS-^the  one 
cornea  f^KH  the  general  eftimate  of  1 707 ;  the  (t^condt  I  have 
fiatedoD  the  fuppofed  increaf(i  in  the  Legacy  Ditty  of  1796^, 
and  the  other,  on  the  ftippo&d  increa^  in  the  «rtide  of 
^    Winfn ;  and  I  have  takeo  thcfe  on  a  fair  fcftitilate,  and  it  will 

.  Jijfpqw  when  you  come  to  add  the  Land  and  M^lt^  you  will 

^  .haije  a  tptal  revenue  amounting  tath6  (jaxti  of  *  aj,o(x>,opol. 

fl^cVog  ;  and  the  permanent  charge  is  the  fdm  of  13,^95,000!^ 

|io4you  wilt  find  that  infteadof  any  dtm^nutSofl,  vony  rewmie 

Is  ^i^ail^  increaCed,  and  thif  its  fUWepi^^ 

. ,  ^fykL    ^ven  now  the  permanent  Wvenue  df  the,  tfinM^h-n, 

^,  ^lan?^  to  thjp  chargps  agaihft'  ft  ;  I'  htive  no.  wiCbi  ^^ei^Ici^* 

U/(e  on  the.  Certain  advaftfcitges'  ^h&£h' »wiif  aAfe^ /sronl^.^ll 

,,  iixixne^Utely  a^^  ntir 
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do  I  wifli  now  to  calculate  the  produce  of  your  returns  from 
India  ;  nor  do  I  calculate  in  this  place  any  thing  upottth# 
Lottery,  of  which,  however,  the  Houfe  has  a  right  to  avail 
.  itfelf  when  it  thinks  fit.  I  flrate  the  permanent  expenditure 
on  the  fuppofition,  that  the  eftimates  will  be  the  fame  as  they 
have  beeii  already  dated  t6  bfe  in  the  diiFerent  reports  of  the 
differcht  Committees  who  have  carefully  and  laborioufly  in- 
ireftfgdted  the  fubjeA ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  expenditure,  as  I  have  already  ftated,  is 
23,295,000!. 

I  will  take  Credit  fdr  the  Lottery  for  2od,oooL  As  to  the 
Loan,  I  jpropofe  the  futo  of  15,000^0001.  fterl.  exclufive  of 
Ireland,  which  I  (hoiild  (late  at  2^oo(5,dool.  but  lay  wholly 
oiit  of  viewat  prefe11^,  as  it  forms  no  charge  on  this  country* 
In  this  view  of  it  the  Ways  and  Means  will  ftand  thus : 


For  Land  and  Malt 

Aflcfled  Taxct 

Exports  smd  Imports 

Voluntary  Contribuiiont 

Lottery 

Advanced  by  the  BanR                • 

Loail                -               * 

4,500,000 
1,500,000 

1,500,000 

100,000 

3>ooo,ooo 

i5,ooo,coo 

Total  C'^^i^%OjOOQ 

tvbich  within  a  trifle  meets  the  amount  of  the  Supply. 

THE  LOAK. 

The  next  circumftance  to  lie  cbnfidered  is  the  terms  of 
the  loan  ;  and  upon  that  fubjedt  it  is  not.  neceffary  that  I 
ihould  detain  the.  Committee  for  a  long  time,  becaiife  th^ 
difcuflion  of  another  fubjefl,  in  Which  this  loah  was  inci- 
dentally mentioned  by  me,  brought   forward  the  general 
terms  of  that  loan  ;  and  it  was  then  noticed  in  a  mahnct 
that  has  rendered  it  unneceflary  for  me  to  fay  much  upon  it 
now.;    It  is,  however,  matter  of  great  tatisfadion  to  me, 
<ahd  mud  be  fo  to  this  Committee,  to  tt^tOi  that  we  have  a' 
loan  upon  fuck  terms  at  the  prefent  moment.     It  muft  give 
us  all  great  fatisfadion  to  find  fo  much  confidence  in  the 
mtoied  men;  and  here  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  I  do 
believe  that  much  of  the  advantage  which  the  (public  derivd 
from  this  bargain  has  arifen  from  the  confidence  which  ^ 
^noniecl  men  have,  that  the  plan  now  before  Parliament  for 
the  fale  oC  the  Land  Ta}^  will  be  adopted.     Much  fatisfac- 
tion  as  I  have  from  this,  I  have  a  (till  greater  fathfaAion  ifi 
refleaing  that  the  people  of  England  feel  they  arfc  fafe,  b«i» 
.^aufe  they  take  fuch  meafUres  as  ought  to  favQ  them.    The*- 

pcoplis 
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p(d^\t  of  tfri'gland,  and  the  tnonied  intcrcft  among  them, 
iWeW  th<i*enfcmy  that  while  they  alarm  us  whh  thrcats.of  ih- 
vaflbh,  "tve  have'tiken"  mcafures  for  our-  own  fecurity,  in  & 
m^nnei^'Calculafed  to  meet  our  danger.  This  is  a  circiiirir 
ftance  for  congratulation  to  us  all ;  inferior  to  It,  althoii^ 
important,  is  the  detail.  .  •  -    '  . 

The  price  of  flock  on  the  day  when  the  bargain  was  con- 
cluded, was  48  J,  in  the  3  per  cents,  reduced  47  |.     For^ 
every  icol.  the  fubfcriber  gets  150I.  in  the  former  50I.  in 
the  latter,  with  4s.  ifd.  long  annuity,  which  at  8|-' years 
puVchafe  makes  99I.  i2s.  and  a  fradlion  for  each  looK 

By  this  bargain  the  fubfcriber  takes  lefs  than  his'iool. 
Hik  profits  depend  then' upon  the  (iifcount  on  prompt  pay- 
ment, or  the  advantage  et  the  faving  of  interelt  if  he  pays 
by'inftalments.  The  former 'is  more  advantageous  to  the 
fubfcriber.  As  he  takes  99I.  12s.  and  ii  fraSion,  by  the 
difcount  for  each  hundred  he  gers  102I.  4s.  6^d.  and  by  the 
other  mode  for  his  lool.  he  has  loil.  2s.  yicf. 

A  better  bargain  never  was  made  before,  cdnfiderihg  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  This  has  drifen  from,  the 
confidence  of  the  monied  intereft  in  the  fojidity  of  our  re- 
fourcei— a  juft  confidence  moft  unqueftionably  ;  but  Which 
would  be  incffedlual  and  unavailing  but  for  the  firmnefs  and 
refolution  of  the  people  of  thisrountry.  The  enemy  endea- 
voured to  weary  us  out,  but  we  have .  rifen  in  proportion  to 
the  exigency  of  our  fituation,  and  as  the  enemy  are  lower, 
our  lefoufpes  are  comparatively  higher  and  greater. 

Having  faid  this,  the  next  point  is  the  amburtt  of  the 
charges  that  will  be  produced  by  the  loan  of  15,000,0001. — 
8,oob,oool.  of  which  is'proviiled  for  by  Aflefled  Taxes,  that 
bein^  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  gradual  produce  of  that  impoft; 
Accordingiy,  only  7,000,0001.  are  to  be  provided  for.  The 
total  amount  of  the  intereft  is  8K  5s.  for  every  lool.  confo- 
lidatcd  annuity.  The  aiViouht  therefore  of  the  annual  inte- 
reft to  be  provided  for  is  57),oool. 

•  NAVY  0EBT>     . 

I  took  a  vJew  on  a  foi-mei:  oocafiori  of  the  linfiinHed  debt, 
and  Ify  fimplifying  the  accnunts,  fhewed  what  the  Whole  cx-^ 
cefsef  the  nnfuiJded  br  Navy  Debt  duly  was,  frorath^ 
con)mefl«etiiient  of  the  prefent  war  to  that  mbment.  •  I  then 
mentiori^dihfttrlf  fhottld  perhaps  propofe  to  fund  3  or  3  mil- 
lioiis  mfi  thSjNavy  DAt ;  but,  liport  mattire  ooniiBera^tion^  £  . 
find  rtillMt  wiil.be  tinncccCfary  tofiuid  the'  Nftvy  jaebt^  aiid 

V6J.;.  II.  1798.  3G  that 
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tlvi^  yt  wUl  be  more  pepper  t^  k;ive  it  in  its  adoal  fitoalieit 
until  E^ai9e!-  Ip  the  yesir  1792,  it  a^loumed  to  2,745,000!. 
^i^  it  noM^  exc^ed^  6ypoo,oocl. — To  t^at  the  intcreft  to  he 
provide4  fpr  will  b^  ^86,oool.  whicK,  added  10  577t0Qol« 
will  ampiint  to  763)000!. .  in  t^xes  to  meet  the  inteJIeft  of  sill 
the  charges  for  the  prefent  year. 

NEW  TAXSS. 

The  firil  article  to  which  I  would  call  the  airention  of  the 
Committee  as  ^eing  a  (it  one  for  a  new  duty,  is  an  article 
which  has  remained  fo  long  without  any  additional  dotj, 
:iad  is  fo  diiFufed  in  general  confumption  that  it  will,  I  h^ve 
no  doubt,  produce  the  funi  at  wKich  I  have  eftimated  it ;  «f 
the  fs^me  time  it  will  bear  on  the  lower  claQes  of  the  Qprn- 
^unity  fo  flightlvp  as  tq,  be  matter  of  great  fatisfadion  to 
me  to  (late  it  to  ttie  Committee.  1  mean  the  article  of  Salt. 
A  confid^rable  profit  will  accrue  to  the  revenue  f^om  certain 
regulations  that  are  to  be  propofed  with  regard  to  the  Oiode 
pf  coUeding  the  duty,  b;jt  fpr  which  I  fliaU  at  prefent  talie 
^Imoft  npthmg.  The.  amount  of  the  tax  which  1  propofe  to 
the  Qoovxiittee  gs  fit  to  be  irapofed  upon  this  article*  is  5s. 
in.  the  bu(hel|  that  is  to.  fayy  doi^ble  the  prefeat  duty.  This 
will  produce  5co«oool.  Some  dedudions  are  to  be  made  in 
cafe  of  prompt  payment.  The  charges  of  the  management 
will  not  be  inci^eafed;  on  the  contrary,  they  will  be  diml- 
n^fhed,  fo  tjiat  I  fiiall  take  for  this  article  503^000!.  This 
the  Committee  will  fee  goes  a  great  v^ay  towards  the  whole 
pioduce.  It  is  neceflary  to  know  what  will  be  the  preflure 
of  ijhis,  taXy  efpecially  on  the  lower  orders  of  the  community. 
I  have  confidered  it  a  great  dea!»  I  do  not  (ay  that  I  ana 
ftrid^ly  corred  in  the  opinion  I  haye  formed  upon  it ;  but 
after  the  bed  view  I  have  been  able  to  tali^e»  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  in  a  great  number  of  inftances  the  confuipp^ 
tlon  of  a  fmall  family  is  not  more  than  half  a  bufliel  a  year, 
which  will  call  upon  the  lower  clafs  in  each  family  to  defray 
an  additional  expence  of  half  a  crown  a  year.  Comparing 
this  with  the  eiFed  of  various  taxes  that  have  been  impofed 
at  va^-iouR  thnes,  and  which,  with  tbfs  befi  care  this  Houfc 
could  talce  to  fpare  the  lower  orders  in  the  progreft  of  this 
war,  I  think  the  prefent  is  a  very  moderajte  tax.  We 
piuft  reniember  tliat  all  Uxes  on  the  articles  of  life  nuft 
i^ibme^  degree  agtd  the  lowed  as  wel!  as  thc^  higheft  ^  I 
ll^opot  ther||li>re,.  this  impoft  will  not  be  coniSdeced  as  an  ua- 
fea(bnabLe;onp»    I  hope^  alTo^  thitf  if  apy  mw  SiqhJU  tell 

tlieni 
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diem  diey  ue  hestvily  tax^,  ^he  will  tell  them  likewife  that 

if  the  nobieman,  if  the  man  of  property,  if  indeed  all  the 

higher  clafles  of  the  community  be  interefted  in  the  prefent 

conteft,  they  cannot  be  more  To  than  the  lower  orders  are  ; 

that  there  is- no  man  in  the  focial  ftate  that  is  more  deeply  or 

even  To  deeply  interefted  in  this  conteft  as  he  who  is  doomed' 

to  fubfift  upon  the  produce  of  his  own  labour.    That  it  is  a 

conteft  which  involves  the  happinefs  of  the  lower  orders 

more  immediately  than  that  of  any  other ;  that  the  French 

Revolution  has  been  followed  up  by  a  fyftetn  of  flattery  and 

pride  to  the  paflions  of  the  lower  clafs.  While  its  eifea  has 

been  an  utter  deftrudion  to  their  coipfort ;  that  of  all  de*- 

fcriptions  of  men  in  Europe,  none  have  been  more  ur\hap- 

pily  the  dupes  and  viSims  of  fuch  a  fyftem  than  the  honeft, 

laborious,  but  too  credulous  hufbandman  and  mechanic  ;  a 

fyftem  that  has  filled  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  indeed,  with 

an  equal  portion  of  mifery  and  difgrace.     I  therefore  do  not 

befitate  to  propofe  this  tax  to'  the  Coi^mUtee. 

TEA. 

Another  t^it  I  intend  to  fubmit,  upon  which  fome  quef- 
rtons  may  hereafter  arife.  Doubts  may  |be  entertained  whe* 
dier  it  will  not  occaflon  fraudulent  importations,  and  alfo 
T^Uether  it  may  not  bear  a  little  too  hard  upon  tht  End  India 
{Company.  I  do  not  expe<5l  it  to  pafs  without  fome  oppofition 
from  that  refpeftable  quarter;  I  mean  a  tax  of  five  pec  cent  oti 
Tea  of  the  higheft  prices,  by  which  I  mean  all  teas  above 
as.  6d.  per  pound  ;  the  total  ^monnt  of  which  I  eftimate  at 
iii,ooqL 

AaMORXAL   BEARINOS. 

The  next  article  is  one  that  refts  on  principles  exceedingly 
diffisrei^t  firoiii  thofe  of  which  I  have  lieen  yet  fpeaking.  It 
is  not  a  tax  on  any  neceffary  article  of  life,  neither  am  I  cer-* 
tain  of  the  amount  of  its  produce  j  all  I  can  ftate  upon  it  is 
upon  a  very  loofe  conjediure  ;  but  upon  that  conjecture  I  am 
yery  fangaine.  Although  it  is  not  a  neceflary  article  of  lifey 
it  is  neverthelefs  an  article  of  chqice  and  tafte,  which  I  wifli 
by  no  means  to  check  the  er^ovmeht  of.  I  hope  I  may  (ay^ 
that  without  any  bigoted  attacliment  to  cuftoms,  dr  without 
any  affe&ion  for  pride  or  for  vatiity,  it  is  an  article  that 
deterves  tendernefs  and  refped.— Perhaps,  indeed^  a  mo-> 
derate  Asgjrce  of  reverence,  or»  if  you  pleafe,  fuperftition,  not 
to  fay  id|e  vaiiity,  is  tp  be  applauded  in  th«  diftinguifbed 
3  G  a  I^ranches 
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branches  of  our  community  ;  I  mean  to  propofe  an  impoH  on 
the  ufe  of  Armorial  Bearings*  Perhaps  fome  may  think,  or 
invidiouily,  i^iiinuate,  that  by  this  I  prove  I  am  an  advocate 
for  a  levelling  fyftem  ;  but  I  do  feel  that  it  is  in  confc- 
quence  of  thele  fpecies  of  difiinflioQS,  or  the  hope  .of  obtain  in^^ 
^hem,  that  many  men  have  performed  the  moft  heroic  deeds  ; 
and  1  do  thmk  tliat  thofe  who  poflcfs  fuch  didinflions,  wifely 
'fet  upon  them  a  real  value,  and,  in  fo  doing,  form  a  judg- 

f[ient  which  their  paffions  didtate  and  their  rcafon  approves, 
nftead  of  being  evidence  of  their  vanity,  it  proves  their  wif- 
^om  ;  for  I  do  think,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  woild» 
thefe  links  in  the  chain  and  order  of  fociety  are  highly  effen- 
tial  to  the  welfare  of  us  all ;  and  it  is  becaufe  I  do  believe  fo  I 
propdfc  this  import,  and  feci,  no  doubt,  that  thofe  who  are  its 
■  6l>je£ts  will  clieerfully  defray  it. 

I  thought  it  right  to  fay  thus  much  upon  this  fubjc<9:,  bc- 
caufe  fome  whofe  fentiraents  are  the  moft  adverfe  to  my  feel- 
ings will  be  moft  ready  to  appr.ve  of  this  meafure,  and  with 
whofe  general  opinions  I  ftiould  be  very  forry  to  agree,   as  I 
fhould  to  differ  from  thofe  of  xhe  obje£ls  of  this  irapoft.    Thofe 
who  are  entitled  to  ufe  thefe  marks  of  dirtin£tion  1  do  not 
mean  to  put  to  proof  of  their  ftri(^  and  legal  right  to  do  fo.     I 
mean  that  they  (hould  be  left  to  their  own  difcnetion  in  that 
refpefl,  in   the  fame  manner  as  thofe  who  take  out  Game 
Certificates  ;  leaving  the  queftion  of  the  origin  of  the  right  to 
the  determination   of  Antiquarian  Law.     I  propofe  that  it 
'fliould  be  fubjeft  to  the  taking  out  of  a  licenfe,  diftinguiihing, 
for  inftoncc,  that  of  having  arms  painted  upon  the  pannej  of  a 
carriage,  upon  which  I  fhould  propofe  an  import  of  two  gui- 
neas a  year.     On  another,  being  a  houfekceper,  a  licenfe  for 
arms  engraved  upon  plate,  or  upon  a  feal,  or  other  article,  one 
guinea  a  year.     On  a  perfon  ufmg  fuch  engraving  as  1  have 
already  ftated,  not  being  an  houfekeeper,   half  a  guinea  per 
annum.     Upon  this  fubje6t  the  Committee  will  readily  con- 
ceive, it  murt  be  very  difficult,  if  not  quite  irapoffible,  to  be 
accurate.     It  is  not  matter  of  very  interefting  information  to 
ps  all,  to  learn  the  precife  hiftory  of  this  fubjeft  ;  but  fince  I 
determined  to  bring  it  forvi^ard,  it  became  my  duty  to  make 
fpnae  enquiries  into  the  matter  ;   in  confequtnce  of  which  I 
have  learnt,  that  between  the  years   1615  and  1670  we  had, 
id  this  country,  vifitations  from  Heralds,  whofe  office  it  was  to 
inveftigate  the  right  which  thofe  who  claimed  them  had  to 
bear  arms.     And  by  whofe  returns  it  appears,  we  had  8405, 
of  th©  ^heads  of  families,  who  poffeifed  that  right  in  ,1670. 

From 
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From  information  better  than  I  could  poiEbly  pretend  to  gain 
from  any  other  quarter,  I  learn,  that  of  that  number  840  are 
^xiinQ. ;  there  (hould  tljereforc  remain  7565.  The  grants 
llncc  that  period  arc  only  189^  :  but  it  is  tair  to  prefume, 
that  a  great  many  more  have  t.iken  up  arms  than  could  do  fo 
by  any  recognifcd  authority  ;  and  theretore  the  computation! 
is,  that  they  amount  to  9,458. 

It  is  dated,  as  a  moderate  fuppoAtion,  that  under  the  head 
of  one  family  there  may  be /ix  houfekeepers  bearing  arms; 
and  which  will  confequcntly  amount  to  56,748.  1  do  not 
mean  to  profefs  to  be  any  thing  like  accurate  upon  fuch  a  fub- 
jeSt  as  this ;  but  fuppoGng  about  4000  more  to  be  added  ax 
living  here,  and  coming  from  Ireland,  the  number  in  all  will 
amount  to  60,000.  Of  this  number  there  are  between  12  and 
13,000  who  keep  carriages,  who,  at  two  guineas  each,  I  would 
ftate  at  25,000!.  The  number  of  houfekeepers  who  keep  no 
carriages,  but  who  have  arms  bn  their  plate,  &c.  I  would  (late 
at  489000,  which,  at  a  guinea  each  would  amount,  to  upwards 
of  48,000!.  The  number  of  thofe  who  are  not  lioufekeepers, 
and  who  may  ufearms,  I  would  ftate  at  120,000,  which  would 
produce  6o,oooI  To  which  I  could  make  fome  addition 
under  certain  regulations  for  Foreigners,  fo  as  to  make 

The  whole  amount  to  -  .  -  150,000 

Which  together  with  the  fum  eflimated  for  Salt         503^000 
For  Tea     -  •  -  -  111,000 


Makes  in  all         jf  764,000 

Having  dated  this,  I  have  ftated  the  whole  of  the  fupplies 
of  the  year.  I  have  great  fatisfadtion  in  thinking  that  1  have 
lliewn  thai  the  former  eftimates  were  as  corrcft  as  they  could 
have  been  expefled  to  Ik:  ;  that  the  principal  articles  in  the 
nqw  impoft  are  not  unreafonable,  and  that  they  arc  neccflary 
to  fupport  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged.  I  have 
proved  to  the  Committee  that  the  confidence  of  monied  men 
is  now  greater  than  it  was  formerly,  as  is  evident  from  the 
terms  of  the  prcfcnt  loan.  I  have  ftated,  that  the  taxes  are  as 
favourable  to  the  lower  orders  as  it  is  poflSble  to  make  them. 
I  have  fhewn  that  thev  will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  fum  at 
which  they  are  eftimated  ;  therefore  I  have  only  now  to  hope 
that  I  have  done  every  thing  that  is  neceffarv  to  fatisfy  this 
Committee.     He  then  moved  the  firft  refolution. 

S\r  Matthew  Ridley  wiflied  to  be  informed  more  diftinfkly. 
than  he  had  yet  heard  the  matter  ftated,  ,how  much  duty  was 
to  attach  upon  Salt  ;  was  it  to  be  double  what  was  now  paid  in 

all 
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«U»  or  double  wb&t  was  now  paid  in  addition  to  tbe  prefent 
duty  ?  ^ 

The  CbanciUoir  of  tbe  Ewchetptr  faid>  he  ineant  to  doaUe, 
pot  to  triple  the  prefent  duty. 

Sir  Matthfw  Sidky  thought  that  this  was  a  very  heavy  nn«- 
,foft  upon  the  fait  manufa^^rer  ;  he  received  ^om  forty  to 
fifty  millings  per  ton,  and  now  he  would  have  to  pay  to  Go- 
temmetit  ttpoo  that  the  fum  of  19I.  Confidering  wade,  loft 
^m  bad. debts  and  other  loffi» ;  this  would  &  extremelf* 
heavy  upon  the  manufaAurery  and  a  great  difcouragement  to 
that  branch  of  trade. 

The  ChanciUor  qfibc  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  manufidurtr 
in  this  cafe  did  not  pay,  for  the  duty  would  be  on  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  article ;  the  manufaflurer  was  in  the  fame 
cafe  here  as  the  manufafturer  of  tobacco.  The  only  queftions 
were,  Whether  diis  was  a  fair  article  of  taxation,  and,  if  it 
was*  whether  the  tax  could  be  prpperly  cxdle£^ed  ?  As  for  the 
burthen,  it  did  not  at  all  £sili  on  the  manu&Aurery  it  fell  oi| 
tbeconfumer« 

Sir  Matthew  Ridley  faid,  that  thi$  would  call  for  a  greater 
capital  from  the  manufii£turer  to  carry  on  hii  bufinefs  ;  and 
'  he  Hill  thought  that  there  would  be  a  hardlhip  in  this  cafe  ; 
for  the  manufa&ure  of  fait  was  not  like  the  ordinary  cafe  of 
snanufa^re ;  it  was  a  thing  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  liable 
to  much  wafle  and  heavy  lofles  from  bad  debts,  and  vras  fub- 
jtSt  to  many  difadvantages  peculiar  to  itfelf. 

The  Chancellor  o^the  Exchequer  faid,  that  thefe  obfervations 
hardly  applied  agamft  an  increafe  of  the  duty.  With  regan) 
to  the  mode  of  colle6ting  it,  he  had  ftated  that  it  was  intend- 
ed to  put  it  under  another  head  of  management ;  and  fome 
abatement  was  to  be  made  to  manufacturers  on  account  of 
credit,  inflead  of  the  difcount  that  was  now  allowed. 

Sir  yohn  Sinclair  faid,  he  wiflied  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  bring  in  the  Bill  as  foon  as  poffible,  becaufe  it  was 
neceflary  to  do  10,  as  Gentlemen  would  be  foon  obliged  to  leave 
the  Houfe  in  order  to  attend  their  duties  in  the  country,  when 
they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  pay  to  the  fubje6l  the 
attentbn  it  merited. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  intended  10  bring  il| 
the  Bill  immediately  ;  but  that  part  of  the  fubjedt  which  re- 
ferred to  the  transferring  the  Salt  Duty  to  the  furvcy  of  the 
Excife  required  &rther  time. 

Sir  fTilliam  Pulteney  faid,  that  this  tax  on  the  article  of  Salt 
had  a  great  many  recommendations;  becaufe  it  went  over 

the 
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the  .whole  country  as  an  article,  of  General  confomptioai  anl 

would  certainly  produce  a  very  large  fum  of  money.    Speai^ 

iDg  in  E^ral  terma,  he  was  of  opinion*  ihdt  in  a  national 

point  of  view  it  would  be  wi&r  to  aboIiCk  all  duty  upon  Salt, 

inftead  of  increafing  iu    This,  howefer,  we  could  not  dpf 

now,  and  the  meafure  which  was  now  propofed,  ihould  be 

confidered  as  a  matter  of  neceffitv»  and  not  of  dioioe*  In  fopport 

of  his  general  opinion  for  the  abolition  of  the  duty  upon  Sak 

adtcgether,  he  would  obferve*  that  if  theie  were  miu»y  manu^ 

£iAories  depending  upon  Salt,  it  would  be  a  great  con(ider»- 

tion  to  aboliih  the  duty  upon  that  article.    Perhaps  manu- 

fifiburets  ought  to  allowed  a  drawback  upon  it ;  fott  if  we 

went  on  continuing  a  duty  on  that  article,  we  night  indeed 

produce  a  very  conldcrahle  fum  by  it ;  but,  by  difcouraging 

2nanu£K:ture,  we  might  materially  injure  th^  Revenue  in 

other  refpe£b. 

He  underAood  that  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  under  calculated  the  €&&  which  this  new  duty  would  ^. 
have  upon  the  lower  clafies  of  (bciety  ;  for  that  inftead  of  half 
a  bufliely  a  bufliel  was  coofumed  within  a  year  in  feme  of  thi 
imalleft  families  in  the  kingdom.  The  duty  therefore  upon 
them  would  be  5s.  inftead  of  2s  6d.  a  year.  Thic  was  a 
matter  worthy  of  ferious  confideration  ;  hut  above  all,  care 
ihould  be  taKen  not  to  injuie  our  mannfeuflures.  He  only  \ 
mentioned  this  as  a  topic  to  be  generally  con6dered ;  for  he  did 
not  exped  any  thing  to  beproduced  by  the  obfervation  nomi^ 
becaufe  he  was  aware  the  Cfommittoe  was  under  the.  neceffity 
of  adopting  the  duty.  He  mentioned  it  to  ftiew  thait  die  SaU 
Duty  ihould  be  confideredferioufly  hereafter,  and  he  was  im 
hopes  it  mighty  in  due  fcaibn,  be  totally  aboliihed>  and  fomr 
other  adopted  inftead  of  it. 

The  Cbancellm:  of  the  Exeheqwr  faid,  that  the  confidofaCMIS 
which  the  hon.  fiaronet  had  mentioned  was  i^ery  fairly  flate4 
and  was  a  very  impotant  one.  He  was  inclined  to  concur  with 
him  in  thinking  it  would  ^  proper^  at  a  convenient  timt^  Id 
take  off,  it  not  die  wholly  certainly  the  greater  part  of  tbedutjr 
upon  Salt ;  and  yet  he  thought,  under  Si  the  circumftancesof 
the  pvefent  momenty  the  prefent-  tax  was  a  very  fiur  one.  His  rear 
fon  for  it  was  this;  if  the  tax  upon  Sak  was  whoUy  taken  off  now, 
it  would  be  impdSihle  to  find  a  fubftitute  for  it  without  levying 
a  heavier  barthen  upon  the  public  dian  that  whieh  was.  now 
propofed;  and  indeed  the  hon.  Baronet  feeosed  to  be  lumietf 
of  diat  opinion.  But  he  was  ready  to  declare,  dud:,  wtdi  ret 
fpe&  to  manufa£luret  he  had  often  turned  it  in  his  mind  wheip 
tber  it  would  not  be  proper  ta  take  off  the  dnty  ii|^  Salt.-^ 

Ferhapt 
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Perhips  the  better  way  would"  be  to  fettle  that  matter  by  a 
Commutation  Tax.  He  had  that  fubje&  more  than  once  un- 
der his  .confideratic^.  At  prefent,  however^  circumftaoces 
•would  not  admit  of  fuch  a  plan.  The  tix  wh'rch.  was  now  pro- 
•pcfedy  he  was  convinced  the  Cohiraitt^  would  confider  mo- 
derate ;  and  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  bear  upon 
the  low^r  claiTes  as  lightly  as  poflible..  As  to  the  idea  of  the 
bon.  Baronet,  that  a'bulhel  was  cooftmed  inflead  of  half  a 
•bu(hel  in  fome  of  the  poorer  families  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
be«muft  obferve  that  there  was  fome  variety  on  that  head: 
I>iftri£ts  varied  in  that  particular  according  to  the  difierent 
articles  of  food  that  were  confumcd ;  and  he  believed  that  his 
calculation  was  nearer  the  average  of  confamptbn  than  that  of 
the  hon.  Baronet*  Upon  the  fdyedl  of  Drawbacks  to  be  aK 
lowed  to  manufa£tures,  he  veas  afraid  that  would  defeat  the 
ob]e£t  of  the  prefent  meafure.     He  was  not,  however^  fure  of  t 

,  this ;  it  was  a  point  that  defervdd  further  coilfiderationy 

Mr.  Sam.  Tbamton  faid,  he  thought  the  preffurc  of  fome  of 
the  taxes  which  had  been  opened  that  night,  would  very  heavy 
upon  the  Eaft  India  Company.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  no  thought  of  alleviating  them  upon  the  fubje<5t  of  imports 
and  exports,  the  tax  would  be  much, too  fevere  with  regard  to 
the  Ead  India  Company.  .  He  hoped  thc.Miniller  had  an  in- 
tention to  fpare  them.  Indeed  they  ought  to  be  fpared  upon 
the  fubje£l  of  exports  and  imports,  when  conne£ted  with  the 
idea  of  an  infurance,  for  their  fhipping  proteSed  itfclf,  Eaft 
India  fhips  had  been^  often  ufed  ^(hipis  of  war.  They  did  not 
benefit  by  convoy,  as  other  (hips  did,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
be  did  not  millake  in  thinking  that  fome  alleviation  would  be 
thought  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  wifiied  not  to  be 
lAiftindei^ftood.  Healluddd  fo  generally  to  the  bearing  of  the 
taxbs  which  he  had  propofed  that  night,  that  it  would  be  diffi^ 
Ctilt  for  any  body  to  fay  he  had  pointed  out  any  clafs  of  perfons 
oti  whom  they  would  particularly  fall.  He  had  faid  nothing 
about  taxing  the  Eaft  India  Company  more  than  any  other 
body  of  men,  nor  did  he  fay  any  thing  abbnt  excluding  them* 
He  wiflied  to  be  underftood  to  ftand  in  the  fituation  in  which 
he  really  was,  that  of  having  faid  nothing  ^t  all  upon  that 
fubjea. 

Mr.  Tiemey  (aid,  that  if  this  Loan  was  a  proof  of  the  high 
and  flourifhing  fituation  of  tliis  country,  if  it  was  a  proof  of 
the  confidence  of  moniad  men  in  its  reiburces,  all  he  could  fay 
was,  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  it.  He  was  afraid*  hQwevcr^ 
tb^t  he  mu^  objeiSt  to  the  Tax  on  Salti  as  falling  too  heavily 
'  .     i  J  i  on 
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on  ihe  lower  dafles  of  people.  Whether  it  was  ib  or  not,  in 
h&i  it  was  worth  while  to  confider  whether  they  would  think 
it  (b  or  not.  Every  thing  at  this  time  moft  particularly  oogbt' 
to  be  attended  lo  that  might  prevent  difcontent  in  the  lower 
dafles.  Salt  was  an  aricle  of  iireSt  neceffity  among  them.  He 
was,  therefore,  fearhil  a  tax  upon  that  article  would  occafion 
their  difcontent.  Could  be  be  fatisfied  that  no  fuch  difcontent 
would  arife,  the  tax  (hould  have  his  immediate  approbation. 

Another  tax  which  was  propofed  by  the  right  hen.  Gentle^ 
roan  was  rather  of  a  whimfical  nature.  It  was  calling  for  the 
payment  of  certain  fums  of  money  for  the  paintings  and  en* 

Savings  of  coronets,  crefts,  atid  other  marks  of  diftindlioni^-* 
e  really  never  knew,  until  this  moment,  of  the  public  utility 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  havine  created  fo  many  Peers, 
He  would,  however,  adviipbim  todafstbe  orders  of  diflinc- 
tion ;  to  charge  for  indance,  a  certain  handfome  fum  for  a 
coronet,  a  fmaller  fum  for  a  creft,  and  fo  on ;  by  which  tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  perhaps  fave  the  lower  orders  of 
fociety  from  any  duty  whatever.  Indeed  he  trufted  that  thefc 
perfons  who  poffefled  thefe  diflinfiions  would  not  have  any  ob« 
je£lion  whatever  to  bearing  any  burthens  that  might  be  reaibn- 
ably  impofed  i^pon  them  for  ;he  purpofe  of  fparing  the  lower 
orciers  of  fociety. 

Whether  any  thing  was  to  be  faid  or  not  on  the  fubiccSl  of 
the  Imperial  Loan,  he  knew  not.  His  Imperial  Majefty  (it 
was  bid)  had  negledbd  the  confideration  of  that  fubjefi.  He 
wifticd  to  know  in  what  light  he  was  to  conCder  it.  Was  it, 
or  was  it  not,  a  burthen  to  be  borne  by  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ?  Or  was  his  Imperral  Ma]efty*s  memory  to  b^  improved 
upon  that  fubjeft.  He  then  called  for  fome  explanation  on 
the  deficiency  of  grants-  as  that  fuhjedl  had  been  opened  that 
night. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  entered  into  an  expianatiof| 
on  the  fubjeift  of  the  deficiency  of  grants,  and  proceeded  to 
take  notice  of  the  Imperial  Loan.     He  obfcrved,  that  as  to 
the  payment  of  the  Imperial  dividend  his  Imperial  Majefty  bad 
hitherto  negle^cd  to  perform  his  engagement.     He  did  not 
mean  to.  lay  fuch  negligence  was  owing  to  any  defed  in  the 
chara<aer  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  but  certainly  he  did  enter- 
tain a  confidcrable  degree  of  hope  (he  might  be  difappointed 
in  that  hope)  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  did  feel  this  an  event 
which  became  him  to  make  provifion  for.     It  certainly  was  a 
debt  on  oar  part  folemnly  to  be  difcharged,  but  it  was  as  foleron 
a  debt  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  he  was  very  far. 
Vou  It  1798.  3H  at 
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at  prefent  from  feeling  any  fear  that  bis  Imjperial  Majeily 
would  not  difchai^e  it.  He  did  not  chufe  to  iagr  more  upon 
this  fubjeA. 

Some  other  parts  of  tbe  fubjeA  of  this  night's  difcuffion 
had  1)een.  taken  up  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  (poke 
lafty  in:  fuch  a  vein  of  good  humour,,  that  he  ihould  be  fony 
to  do  any  thing  to  interrupt  the  efFefi  of  that  difpofition  ,* 
and,  therefore,  he  Ihould  fay  nothing  at  prefent  to  foengtben 
the  obfervations  he  had  already  made  in  favour  of  the  (itua- 
tion  of  this  country.  He  muft,  however,  defend  the  tax 
upon  Salt,  for  he  was  not  apprehenfive  It  would  produce  the 
difcontent  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  conceived  it 
would.  As  to  his  idea  of  maicing  a  diftindion  between  tbe 
various  degrees  of  armorial  emblems,  he  was  ivot  fure  he 
ihould  not  profit  by  the  hint  which  the  hbn.  Gentleman  gave 
him.  Indeed  he  hardly  faw  any  objedion  to  the  plan.  As 
to  another  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  obfervations^  and 
which  he  ftated  alfo  with  much  good  humour,  he  muft  beg 
leave  to  obferve  that  the  hon.  Gentleman's  invention  was 
fertile.  He  ftated  for  him  what  he  had  not  ftated  for  him- 
lelf,  and  then  very  ingenioufly  drew  a  conclufion  from  it. 
He  faid,  that  he,  as  Minift^r,  advifed  his  Majefty  to  Create 
a  number  of  Peers,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  tax  out  of 
them ;  the  hon.  Gentleman  gave  him  credit  for  an  ingenuity 
that  never  occurred  to  him. 

Mr.  Tiernej  faiid,  he  meant  that  the  creation  of  new  Peers 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  public,  in  cafe  fuch  a  modification 
as  he  recommended  took  place.  With  refpeft  to  the  Impe- 
rial loan,  he  had  exprelTed  his  wi(h'  that  a  provifion  might 
be  i^ade  to  pay  the  intefeft  upon  it,  as  th^  time  of  payment 
was  near  at  hand. 

Mr.  JoWffe  faid  it  gave  him  much  greater  pleafure  w*hen 
he  could  approve  the  meafures  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  than 
when  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  objefting  to  them,  or  of- 
fering  any  amendments.  In  the  prefent  inftance  he  per- 
fedly  approved  and  applauded  the  whole  of  the  meafure. 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  his  manner  of 
making  the  loan  ;  he  approved  the  taxes  ;  that  on  fait,  he 
thought  a  judicious  tax;  it  would  uni^erfally  bs  diiFufed, 
and  but  little  feh  by  the  labourer,  becaufe  their  confumption 
was  not  only  fmall^  but  it  was  bought  in  fuch  very  fmall 
quantities,  that  they  would'  not  feel  it.  As  to  the  tax  on 
armorial  bearings^^  he  thought  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  offer 
a  fcheme  which  might  aflift  tbe  hon.  Gentleman's  projefl:. 

-       .  The 
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The  rcfolulions  were  then  feverally  put  and  agreed  to. 
After  which  ihe  Speaker  refumed  the  chaif,  and  the  report 
vrafe  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  JMffe  then  rofe  to  move  for  the  particulars  of  fcveral 
accounts  which  had  that  Aiy  been  laid  on  the  table.  It  was 
a  great  misfortune,  he  thought,  to  the  Minifler,  but  cer- 
tainly to  thofe  who  wifhed  to  affift  government,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  credit  of  his  adminiftration,  by  fuggefting  fuch  im- 
provements of  his  meafures  as  occurred  to  them,  that  the 
right  hoa.  Gentleman  (hould  always  fuppofe  that  they  were 
decided  enemies  not  only  to  his  adminiftration,  but  to  all 
government.  He  aflured  him  and  the  Houfe,  that  he  was 
not  only  a  pofitive  and  decided  friend  to  good  government^ 
but  to  this  adminiftration ;  and  whenever  he  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  oiFering  any  thing  that  might  appear  like  oppo^ 
lition.  It  was  to  prevent  him  from  haftily  carrying  an  im- 
proper meafure,  or  to  fuggeft  fome  improvement  in  the 
execution  of  a  meafure,  the  principle  of  which  he  might 
approve*  That  he  never  had  and  he  never  would  mix  pep- 
fonal  and  private  private  confiderations  with  public  condud; 
That  whatever  perfonal  difaiFe6tion  he  might  feel  to  the 
Minifter,his  adminiftration  would  equally  have  his  afliftance 
and  fupport ;  he  begged  the  honourable  Gentleman  therefore 
to  forbear  attributing  to  him  fuch  motives,  for  he  really  did 
not  feel  that  he  had  not  generally  fupported  him,  and  he 
(bould  centiiiue  to  do  fo  let  his  private  conduA  be  what  it 
might. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  t\iOU^t\\i2A,  the  particulars 
of  the  accounts  alluded  to  had  already  been  fufficiently  ex- 
plained, nor  did  he  conceive  that  any  thing  that  had  been 
pafled  out  of  the  Houfe  between  himfelf  ^nd  tHat  honourable 
Gentleman  could  poflibly  be  fuppofed  to  a6luate  his  public 
condud. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  was  proceeding  to  ftatc  fome  reafons  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  which  he  Teemed  inclined  to  infmuate  did  influ- 
ence thb  condud  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to- 
wards him  ;  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  then  moved,  **  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  particulars  of  the  eftimate  of  th6  charges  for  em- 
bodying the  Provifional  Cavalry.;  andalfoof  charges  for  the 
Volunteer  Corps,  and  for  foreign  corps." 
The  motions  were  feverally  agreed  to. 

3  H  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  JoOiffe  thea  moved  for  the  particuUrs  of  the  Atmy 

Extraoidinaries ;  « 

Which  motion,  after  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr.  Pittf 

wa$  withdrawn. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  deferred  ^  and  the 

Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  Jpril  26- 

SCOTS  APPEAL. 
SMITH  AND  OTHERS  V.  NEWLANDS  AND  OTHERS. 

Their  Lordihips  refumed  the  confideration  of  this  cafcy 
and  Mr.  Grant  was  heard  at  fome  length  on  the  part  of  the 
appellants  in  reply. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  entered  into  a  detailed  legal  ftatemeot 
of  the  cafe ;  in  concluding  he  obferved,  that  it  was  one  of 
very  confiderable  importance  in  the  Scots  Law,  and  in  the 
particular  infiance,  he  thought  that  the  decifion  of  the  Court 
of  Seffion  was  fuch  as  gave  cffcSt  to  the  real  intention  of  the 
teftator.  At  the  fame  time  he  doubted  whether  the  decifion 
was  warranted  by  fubftantial  grounds ;  yet  he  did  not  fed 
himfelf  prepared  to  propofe  the  reverfion  of  the  decree,  as 
he  had  been  aflfured,  from  the  mod  refpedable  authority, 
that  fuch  a  proceeding  might  go  to  unfettle  a  great  many 
fettled  efiates,  and  produce  very  ferious  confequences.  He 
Ihould  therefore  propofb  to  let  the  matter  reft  in  the  prefent 
iaftance  with  the  Court  of  Seflion,  to  weigh  well  the  quef- 
tion  at  iflfue,  letting  it  remain  unaltered  on  the  part  of  that 
Houfe.  In  the  Scots  Court  the  queftion  might  be  more  ma- 
turely fettled.  He  begged  pardon  for  detaining  their  Lord- 
fliips  on  points  refpeSing  which  he  deemed  the  fafeft  courfe 
not  to  move  any  proceeding. 

The  various  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in 
their  refpeSive  ftages.  Among  thefe  was  the  report  of 
Twtfleton's  Divorce  bill,  which  was  confirmed,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrofled. 

Wilson's  DIVORCE  BILL. 

The  order  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  diflblve  the 
tharriage of  Richard  Wilfon,  Efq.  with  Ann,  his  now  wife, 
being  read,  counfel  and  evidence  attended  at  the  bar,  in  the 
ufual  way.  The  petitioner,  Mr.  Wilfon,  alfo  attended,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  recent  regulations  of  iht  Houfe.  \ 

By 
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By  the  ftatement  of  counfel  and  evidence  it  appeared,  that 
Mr.  Wilfon  vras  married  to  his  lady,  the  Hon.  Ann  Downes^ 
in  March  17799  and  that  In  November  .1795,  flie  eloped 
from  his  houfe  wi^h  Mr.  Thompfon.  The  fentence  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court  was  proved,  and  alfo  the  proceedings  in 
a  Court  of  Law,  by  which  Mr.  Wilfon  was  awarded  50<d«, 
damages. 

The  important  fad  of  the  adultery  was  proved  by  a  young 
man,  who  lived  with  Mr.  Wilfon  in  the  capacity  of  foot-* 
man.  He  ftated^  that  on  th^  16th  of  November,  1795,  ill 
confcquence  of  fufpicion  being  generally  entertained  anlong 
the  fervants  and  by  himfelf  in  particular,  of  an  improper  hi- 
tercourfe  between  Mrs.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Thompfon,  he  ap- 
plied a  ladder  to  the  window  of  an  apartment  where  the  par-^ 
ties  then  were,  and  from  thence,  he  faid,  after  much  previ- 
ous toying  and  dalliance,  he  faw  the  a£l  of  adultery  commit* 
ted — this  was  in  the  evening  of  a  Monday.  On  the  follow- 
ing Friday  the  parties  eloped  from  Mr.  Wilfon's  houfe,  and 
on  the  enfuing  Sunday  he  difclofed  what  he  had  feen  to  his 
mailer. 

This  witnefs  was  briefly  but  pointedly  crofs-examined  by 
the  Bififop  of  Rochejier^  from  which  it  tranfpired  that  the 
above  proceedings  took  place  at  Mr.  Wilfon's  houfe  in  Hert- 
fordihire ;  that  Mr.  Thompfon  refided  in  a  fmall  cottage 
near  the  habitation  of  his  mafter  ;  that  from  the  tioie  of  hii 
iirft  vifit  at  Mr.  Wilfon's  houfe  till  his  elopement  with  Mrs. 
Wilfon  was  about  four  months ;  he  had  ^ined  there  once  or 
twice  when  he  firil  came  to  the  country,  but  never  vifited 
his  miftrefs  while  Mr.  Wilfon  was  at  home ;  that  at  the  time 
of  their  detedion,  Mr.  Wilfon  was  abfent  in  London.  He 
remained  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Wilfon  about  eighteen 
months  after  thofe  proceedings ;  but  that  he  had  quitted  him 
about  a  year  ago,  and  now  lived  with  Mr.  Prefton. 

It  being  the  with  of  their  Lordfhips  to  put  a  few  qi^eC- 
tions  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  that  gentleman  appeared  at  the  bar. 

It  appeared  from  the  flatement  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  that  Mr. 
Thompfon  had  rented  a  fmall  cottage  from  him  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  feat ;  that  he  undeVftood  Mr.  Thompfon  was 
bred  an  attorney,  but  that  he  had  married  a  woman  of  re- 
fpedable  connexions  ;  he  believed  they  were  in  narrow  cir- 
cumftances;  he  had  never  any  intimacy  with  Thompfon, 
and  but  very  little,  if  any,  intercourfe ;  he  had  invited  him 
to  dinner  one  or  twice  on  Thompfon's  firft  coming  down  to  his 
neighbourhood,  and  that  be  was  never  there  afterwards  by  his 

invitation ; 
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invitation  ;  and  added,  that  be  has  never  feen  either  him  or 
tkn.  Wilfon  fincc  their  elopement. 

Nocppofition  being  made^  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Four  private  Bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
inons  and  read  a  firft  time;  after  which  their  Lordlhtps  ad- 
,  journed  till  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THtJRSDAY,   jtpril  26. 

The  Bill  for  preventing  any  money  being  fent,  or  olh^f 
property  transferred  to  pertons  redding  it  Switzerland^  &c.  was 
lead  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mft  Hobiou/e  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  move  on  a  fii-< 
tore  day,  that  the  Houfe  do  take  into  conGderation  the  peti« 
tion  of  Mr.  Palmer,  relative  to  his  claims  on  Government  for 
Hbrvices  at  the  Poft  OfEce. 

The  Bill  for  enlarging  and  improving  the  harlx>ur  of  Leith 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dandas* 

The  Slave  Carrying  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Gbmmittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday  next,  on  the  mo- 
^nofSir  W.  Dolben. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  ihonld 
flK>ve,  That  it  be  an  inftruflion  to  the  Committee  on  this  Bill 
that  they  do  take  the  fuperficial  or  cubical  contents  of  thcfe 
ftips  for  carrying  flaves  as  a  criterbn  for  the  number  they 
Aould  carry,  inftead  of  the  tonnage,  wliich  is  the  prefent  cri- 
trrioa. 

MILITIA    REGIMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the 
Fill  for  better  dividing  the  Militia  into  regiments,  battalionsi 
and  companies,  and  for  the  better  appointment  of  officers,  &c. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  expatiated  at  fome  length  on  the  pro- 
vifionsofthe  Bill;  after  which  the  Fill  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe;  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr. Hobari^  broU'ght  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply the  preceding  day.  The  refolutions  were  all  read  and  a- 
greed  to. 

•  Vide  Appendix. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Jfohfrt  alfo  brought  up  the  report  of  the  C^mtnittoe  of 

Ways  and  Means. 

The  refolutions*  were  all  read  a  firft  time,  and  die  ^ueftioQ 

being  put  for  their  fecond  reading, 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Sir  W.  Pubeney  obferved,  that  the  operation  of  this  tax 
would  materially  afFe£t  Scotland.  Already  the  people  of  that 
country  paid  a  duty  on  this  article^  and  this  additional  duty 
would  increafe  the  expence  of  manu&fiure,  which  at  prefent 
far  exceeded  that  attending  the  manuf^fture  of  £ngli(h  fait* 
In  Scotbnd  the  fait  was  made  from  falt^water,  which,  as  it 
muft  be  procured  by  a  procefs  of  evapoiation,  always  fubje<5led 
the  raanufadiurer  to  prodigious  expence;  in  this  country^ 
rock-falt  was  principally  ufed,  and  being  eafier  mixed,  was 
inanufadared  at  a  proportfonably  lefs  expence..  Another  cir« 
cumAance  was,  that  the  high  price  and  inferior  quality  of 
Scotch  fait,  had  eiven  birth  to  an  illicit  traiSc  with  Ireland, 
and  the  facility  of  fmuggling  from  that  country  enabled  the 
Scotch  to  carry  it  on  extenfively.  As  tlie  law  ftood»  no  rock* 
fait  could  be  imported  from  England  mto  Scotland,  but  it  was 
lawful  to  import  it  to  Ireland.  Thus  were  the  Scotch  liable  to 
a  complication  of  hardfhips.  He  owned,  however,  that  the 
prohibition  againO  rock-falt  was  occafioned  by  the  Scotch  them«« 
felves  having  obje£tcd  to  the  importation,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  injure  their  own  manufa£iures.  However,  the  truth 
was,  that  Scotch  fait  could  not  bear  fuch  a  heavy  duty.  He, 
therefore,  doped,  that  fome  alteration  would  be  made.  He 
doubted  the  accuracy  of  the  computation  made  the  preceding 
day,  of  half  a  buifiiel  of  fait  annually  to  each  family  among  the 
lower  ordec  A  bufliel  of  fait  weighed  56  pound,  tlius,-  only 
28  pound  was  allowed  for  the  yearly  confumption,  and  yet, 
in  France,  it  appeared  from  the  Gabclle,  that  formerly  the  al- 
lowance of  fait  to  a  family  was  from  24  to  27  pounds  in  the 
fame  period ;  and  as  French  fait  is  about  double  the  (Irength 
pf  Englifh,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  allowance  dated  by  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was-lefs  by  one  half 
than  the  quafitity  really  ufed ;  and  confequently,  indead  of 
2s.  6d.  the  tax  would  amount  to  5s.  annually  on  that  order* 
With  this  view  of  the  fubjedl,  he  muft  think  the  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  ought  to  endeavour,  if  poilible,  to  render 
the  tax  Icfs  a  burden  than  it  threatened  to  prove. 

The  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  refolution  was 
|hen  put  and  agreed  to. 

.      3ir 


414  yfOODFALVS  PAHLIAMEKTARV  REPORTS.     [CoMMmrs, 

Sir  jfohfr  Sinclair  vriihed  to  kfiow^  what  fecuritv  we  had  for 
the  Iriih  Government  providing  for  the  two  millions  of  the 
loan,  fo  as  to  indemnify  us  from  taxes  to  defray  the  intereft  of 
thatfum. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  his  Majefty  was  cqn- 
powered  to  remi(  that  fum  from  Great  Britain  on  provifion  be- 
irtg  made  by  the  Irifli  Parliament  for  the  payment^  and  the^ 
could  be  no  great  dopbt  of  the  Iriih  nation  providing  that  fc- 
cnrity.  ^     ' 

Mr.  Hawkins  Bfown  thought  it  was  neccffary  to  take  carp 
to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  any  contraband  trade  to  which 
fc  high  a  duty  as  that  now*  propofed  was  undouhtellly  a  great 
temptation  ;  efpecially  in  the  weftern  piirt  of  Scotland^  where 
lalt  is  ufed  in  tmmenle  quantities  for  the  cure  of  various  kinds 
of  fifh.  He  thought  fome  regulations  ought  to  be  adopted  with 
refpeA  to  the  Igft-mentioned  objeft. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  there  would  be  abun- 
dant opportunities  of  making  provifions  upon  thefp  points  in 
the  progreis  of  the  Bill. 

•  Mr.  Burrows  underftood  Sir  William  Puhency  to  have 
wi(hed  that)  a  law  might  be  made  for  allowing  the  imj^ortatioa 
of  fah  from  Ireland  to  Scotland.  This,  he  uid,  v^ould  be  an 
vnwife  and  impolitic  meaiure. 

'    Sir  ^.  Pulteney^  in  explanation  faid^  th^t  the  idea  of  fuch  ^  _ 
law  had  never  entered  his  mind. 

Mr  Tierney  faid,  that  although  the  fum  of  half  a  crown  up- 
on the  buflbel  was  but  fmall,  yet  it  mig!^t  be  found  a  very  fe-* 
vere  burthen.  The  Minifter  fliould  remember  the  Watch  tax 
was  no  more.  He  would  put  an  in(Vance  of  hardfhip  :  fup- 
pofe  a  poor  man  kills  his  pig  and  falts  it»  would  ticic  that  be  ^ 
very  heavy  expence  to  him  after  the  duty  fliall  have  been  im- 
pofed? 

Mr.  Rider  obfervcd,  that  this  tax  was  a  very  moderate  one. 
As  to  the  obfervations  of  the  honourable  Baronet  on  the  quan- 
tity of  fait  likely  to  be  confumed  from  the  ftatement  of  what 
%as  confumed  in  France,  there  was  this  obfervation  to  be  made 
to  it:  the  Farmers  General  of  France  did  not  compute  what 
the  party  confumed,  but  what  they  chufed  to  fay  he  fliouJd  pa  j^ 
for  confuraing. 

The  Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reminded  the  Houfe  that  the 
tax  would  attach  not  to  individuals,  but  to  the  manufafturer ; 
and,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  his  wifh  to  adopt  the  fug- 
gefti^ns  of  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  it  muft  be  fecn  that  no 
general  regulation  could  be  made  withTafety  to  the  revenue. 
ulie  tax  iaelf  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  that  would  not  be 

ipuci^ 
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much  felt :  and  much  as  it  was  to  be  wi(hed  that  the  lower  orders 
might  be  lightly  taxed,  dill  the  Houfe  would  be  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  the  public,  did  ihey  wholly  debar  them felves  from  mak- 
ing a  moderate  call  even  on  this  dafs.  It  was  in  the  recolied:ion 
of  Gentlemen,  that  djjring  the  prefent  war,  every  tax  that  had 
been  impofed  bore  but  little,  if  at  all,  qn  the  lower  orders. 

Mr.  Tierney  admitted  that  the  taxes  had  all  beeti  laid  with 
great  care  not  to  burden  the  clafs  alluded  to.  But  the  prefent 
tax  would  be  particularly  felt  by  a  man,  who,  for  inftancc  had 
a  large  family,  and  might  wi{h,  as  was  much  the  cuftom,  to 
fait  a  pig  now  and  then  for  its  ufe.  He  thought  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  no  regulation  could  be  eafily  adopted  to  exempt  this 
clafs,  but  fome  equivalent  clafs  might  be  given  up. 

Mr.  RjcUr  faid,  that  already  a  takof  3s.  dn  houfes  had  been' 
given  up,  and  this  inftance  of  the  generoGty  of  Parliament  Was 
no  mean  proof  of  the  readinefs  with  which  every  thing  was  done 
that  might  tend  to  better  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders. 

Mr.  Tiirney  replied  that  this  had  been  yielded  to  them,  not  • 
fo  much  by  the  generofity  as  the  juftice  of  P^^^liament. 

The  next  Refolution  read  was  that  impofing  a  duty  on 

ARMORIAL  BEARINGS. 

Sir  ff^.  Puhenej  obferved,  on  the  refolution  for  impofing  a 
duty  on  armorial  bearings,  that  he  hoped  that  if  this  tax  was  to 
be  coliedted  like  that  on  clocks  and  watches  and  on  hair  powder, 
mere  omiffions  (hould  not  be  puniihed  by  fuch  fevere  penalties, 
as  thoie  he  had  witneflcd  with  regard  to  the  hair  powder  tax. 

The  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  bills  orered  to  be 
brought  in  purfuant  to  the  fame. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  prefented  the  Accounts  moved  for  the 
preceding  day,  by  Mr,  Jolliffi;. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/hmgton  brought  up  the  Report  on  the 
Turnpike  Bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ro/e  then  brought  up  the  Report  on  the  Confolidated 
AfieiTed  Tax  Bills,  towliich  he  propofed/everal  Amendments. 

Sir  tf^.  Pulteneyy  and  Mr.  H.  Browttei'  began  to  obje£t  to  the 
claufe  for  making  the  different  parilhes  re^nfible  for  the  ac* 
curacy' of  the  collcflor's  accounts;  when, 

M.  Pierrfpcint  obferved,  that  it  was  not  de^Qfit  to  difcufs  a 
Bill  of  this  importance  when  fo  few 'Members  were  prefent; 
tie  therefore  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  counted ;  which  being 
done,  21  Members  only  were  found  to  be  prefent,  and  the 
Hoofe  was  of  courfe  adjournd. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  //prii  27. 
Allowed  the  claim  of  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  to  the 
BoroDy  of  Conyers.    Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  >fjpr// 27. 

Mi',  y^hn  Pitt  moved  for  leave  td  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
encouragement  of  the  art  of  Cafting  Buds,  &c.— Granted. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid  he  ihould  move  on  Tucfdtiy  fe'nnight, 
that  the  Houfe  do  take  into  confideration  the  agreement  made 
between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Palmer,  re- 
lative to  the  Poft  Office. 

The  Speahr  a(ked  if  the  tendency  of  the  motion  was  td  atl- 
low  a  v>^cuniary  reward  to  Mi .  Palmer  \  Being  anfwercd  in 
the  affirmative,  he  faid  it  was  inconfiRent  with  the  pradioe  of 
the  Houic  to  entertain  any  fuch  motion,  without  a  recom- 
iDcinlation  from  the  Crown. 

The  ChanciiUr  cf  the  Exchequer^  faid  he  (hould  not  he  autho- 
rized tp  give  any  iuch  recommendation  in  this  cafe;  and  h6 
would  at  once  (late  decidedly,  that  he  had  an  ttnanfwerabfe  ob- 
jedlion  to  any  application  that  could  be  made  to  that  Houie  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Pahner.  He  (hould  thirtk  it  his  diJt^,  therefore, 
to  oppofe  it. 

^The  Speaker  faid,  that  as  there  was  no  recommendation  from 
the  Cro\A,n,  the  queftion  could  n6t  be  pUt.  * 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  he  had  alr<*ady  given  fttxicc  that  he  in- 
tended to  bring  this  matter  forward.  He  would  now  do  the 
only  thing  that  was  in  his  power  regularly  to  do,  namely,  give 
notice,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  an  Add^els  to-tfie  Tiia&ac 
upon  this  fubje6t. 

Mr.  Per  aval  moved  that  the  bill  for  empowering  Mi^iftralcs 
to  allow  cofts  in  cafes  of  Mifde  mean  purs,  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
itiitte  up  Stairs,  mftcad  of  a  Committee  of  the  Hooie,  as  the 
prder  ftocxi  at  prefcnt ;  as  alfo,  that  the  order  for  committing 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  on  Monday  be  difchargcd. 

Mr.  [f  liber  force  oppofcd  the  motion  ;  \3p0n  which  a  &on 
Rebate  took  place  ;  the  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  Motion  44— *r-Againft  it  60. 

The  Houfe  then  agreed  to  the  Amendments  of  the  Qcmr 
inltiee  on  the  Alien  bill 

Mr,  Jones  prbpoled  a  claufe,  the  i'ubftancc  of  which  waSj 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  Ihould  take  a  fecttrity  from  every 
Alien  or  French  emigrant  in  this  country.  He  obferved^  that 
the  Secretary  at  War  had  pledged  himfelf  for  the  loyalty  and 
good  conduft  c>f  the  emigrants,  altbough  be  thought  there 
might  be  fom^  bad  men  among  them.  This  c^ufe  was  JOteodT 
^d  to  put  his  finccriiy  io  the  reft. 

The  rlaufe  was  brought  up  and  read. 

The  Secretary  ot  ffar  faid,  he  ftiould  have  thought  that  tJii^ 
claufe  was  intended  merely  as  a  joke.  He  reprobated  the  piptli-* 
ciple  of  it,  35  having  a  cruel  pendency  ;  and  pronounced  s^ 

warnv 
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warm  panegyric  on  the  emignnts,  for  their  attachment  to  their 
Sovereign  arid  Conftitution,  for  their  eminent  talents  and  vir* 
tues ;  and  tiufted,  that  in  this  free  country,  fach  illaArioos  mci» 
would  meet  an  afylum, 

Mr.  y^nei  faid,  that  his  main  ohjeA  was  to  feparate  the 
good  from  the  bail.  He  obferved,  that  there  were  10,000  fer- 
vants,  Engliihmen,  out  of  place,  and  as  many  French  employ^ 
ed ;  he  thought  that  fome  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  this 
circmriftance.  He  had  no  objed  in  view  but  the  good  of  his 
country,  and  inthat  he  was  determined  to  perfift.      , 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  Iionourahle 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had  taken  a  very  Arange  mode  of 
fcparating  the  good  from  the  had ;  for  his  meafure  of  calling  for 
fecurity  tor  them  all,  tended  to  confound  good  and  bad  toge- 
ther in  one  comfnon  and  inextricable  difficulty.  He  thought 
ft  a  matter  of  pride  to  this  country  that  it  was  diftinguUhed 
from  the  reft  of  Europe  in  being  an  afylum  to  thefe  illuftriouf 
chaniders ;  tt  was  a  proof  of  our  independence,  as  well  as  our 
•  good-will  towards  thofe  who  had  been  cruelly  driven  from 
their  own  country  for  their  virtues,  and  Iiad  not  been  permit- 
ted to  remain  in  other  parts  of  Europe ;  but  had  been  treated 
in  a  manner  that  refle^ed  drfgrace  on  thofe  who  refufed  them 
prote6lion.  He  obferved,  that  the  Emigrants  had  offered  to  take 
arms  in  defence  of  tbc'country.  He  was  confident  they  would 
not  betray  it,  if  they  were  entruAed  with  arms ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  bear  his  teftimony  of  their  merit.  He  was  glad  how-* 
ever,  that  their  offer  was  not  accepted,  becaufe  our  thoofands 
and  hundreds  of  rhoufands  of  Englilhmen,  were  fufficient  to 
defend  their  country.  We  could  not  be  fo  ungenerous  as  to 
refufe  protection  to  thefe  Emigrants,  nor  would  they  be  un- 
graceful. As  to  any  Aliens,  whether  French  or  others,  ott 
whom  any  reafonahle  fufpicion  fell.  Government  would,  of 
courfe,  ufe  its  difcretion  with  jegard  to  them,  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  intereft  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  he  always  thought  that  this  country  had 
great  merit  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Emigrants  had  been 
treated.  He  applauded  the  motives  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
propofed  the  claufe  ;  but  he  hoped  he  had  heard  enough  to  in- 
duce him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Jones  faid  he  had  done  his  duty  ;  if  there  (hould  be  any 
danger  itorn  thus  encouraging  foreigners,  the  fault  would  bi 
the  fault  of  the  Houfe,  not  his. 

The  claufe  was  then  withdrawn. 

Lord  Belgrave  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  bill  to 
prevent  Treating  at  Ele£iions. 

ITie  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  upon  the  bill ;  wlxm  feyeral  .re(lri<^ive  claufes.  were  pro- 
pofed  \ij  Mr.  Yorkc.  Mr. 
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-  Mr.  Tiamy  thought  the  new  claufesof  too  much  importaiiGe 
to  be  difcufled  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  and  moved  that  the  Chair* 
man  do  report  progrefs»  and  a(k  leave  to  (it  again. 

The  Houfc  divided  on  this  Motion—   » 

Ayes     —     —     J9  ^^«    —     —     30 

It  was  next  moved.  That  the  new  Claufes  be  brought  op; 
upon  which  the  Houfe  again  divided — 

jtyes    —    — ^     30  Noes    —    —     19 

A  motion  was  made  to  count  the  Houfe,  and  only  35  Mem* 
bers  being  prefent,  it  adjourned. 

HOUwSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday,  ^n/sS. 

The  Scots  Militia  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  on  Monday,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Dundas. 

The  Eledion  Treating  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  oa 
the  morion  of  Lord  Belgrave. 

Mr.  Ro/e  brought  up  the  bill  for  raifing  feventeen  millions 
by  way  of  annuities.^  Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

He  brought  up  alfo  the  Bills  for  granting  an  additional  duty 
on  Silt,  ait'd  an  additional  duty  on  tea.  Read  a  firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  he  read  <a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Ro/e  moved  that  the  ad  of  the  37  th  of  George  the 
Third,  chapter  15,  relative  to  the  duties  on  Cuftoms  be  read  ; 
which  being  done,  he  moved,  that  on  Monday  the  HoQfe  do 
reiolve  itfcU  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toeonfidcc 
fo  much  of  the  faid  a£t  as  charges  a  duty  impofed  on  tea  im« 
ported  into  this  kingdom.  ' 

An  account  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  all  Exchequer  Bilb 
outftandingcn  the  5th  of  April,  1798,  diftinguiihiog  the  dates 
thereof^  and  the  intercft  due  on  tlie  fame.  Ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  tabic.  Deferred  the  other  orders  of  the  day .  Adjoumed* 

.       ^  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  Jpril  ^o. 

Their  LordOiips  were  engaged  for  fome  time  in  the  difpatch 
of  piivate  bufmefs;  after  which  the  feveral  bills  before  the 
Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  refpedlive  ftages. 

Two  private  Bills  were  brought  up  from  rfle  Houfe  of  Com« 
mons,  and  read  a  firft  time ;  when  their  LonUhips  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  jfprii  ^o. 
Mr.  Jokn  Kit  brought  up  a  Bill  for  the  better  encoura^* 
ment  of  the  art  of  new  models  and  cafts  of  bafts>  &c.    Read  a 
firft  tirne^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond. 

The 
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The  rcfolulions  were  then  feverally  put  and  agreed  to. 
After  which  tixe  Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and  the  report 
wafe  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day.  . 

Mr.  yoiltffi  then  rofe  to  move  for  the  particulars  of  fcverat 
accounts  which  had  that  day  been  laid  on  the  table.  It  was 
a  great  misfortune,  he  thought,  to  the  Mlnifter,  but  cer* 
tainly  to  thofe  who  wi(hed  to  affift  government,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  credit  of  his  admihiftration,  by  fuggefting  fuch  im- 
provements of  his  meafures  as  occurred  to  them,  that  the 
right  hoiu  Gentleman  flioiild  always  fuppofe  that  they  were 
decided  enemies  not  only  to  his  adminifiration,  but  to  all 
government.  He  affured  him  and^  the  Houfe,  that  he  was 
not  only  a  pofitive  and  decided  friend  to  good  government^ 
but  to  this  adminifiration ;  and  whenever  he  was  under  the 
neceflit^  of  offering  any  thing  that  might  appear  like  oppo^ 
iition.  It  was  to  prevent  him  from  haftily  carrying  an  im- 
proper mealure,  or  to  fuggeft  fome  improvement  in  the 
^execution  of  a  meafure,  the  principle  of  which  he  might 
approve.  That  he  never  had  and  he  never  would  mix  per- 
fonal  and  private  private  confiderations  with  public  condu^. 
That  whatever  perfonal  difaffedlion  he  might  feel  to  the 
Minifter,  his  adminifiration  would  equally  have  his  ailiflance 
and  fuppott ;  he  begged  the  honourable  Gentleman  therefore 
to  forbear  attributing  to  him  fuch  motives,  for  he  really  did 
not  feel  that  he  had  not  generally  fupportcd  him,  and  ht 
fliould  cantitiue  to  do  fo  let  his  private  condu£l  be  what  it 
might. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that  the  particulats 
of  the  accounts  alluded  to  had  already  been  fuiliciantly  ex- 
plained, nor  did  he  conceive  that  any  thing  that  had  been 
paflTed  out  of  the  Houfe  between  himfelf  and  tHat  honourable 
Gentleman  could  poflibly  be  fuppofed  to  aduate  his  public 
condud. 

Mir.  JoUiffe  was  proceeding  to  flatc  fome  reafons  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  which  he  feemed  inclined  to  infmuate  did  influ- 
ence thb  condud  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to- 
wards  him  ;  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  JoUiffe  then  moved,  **  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  particulars  of  the  eflimate  of  thd  charges  for  em- 
bodying the  ProVifional  Cavalry  ;  andalfoof  charges  for  the 
Volunteer  Corps,  and  for  foreign  corps." 

The  motions  were  feverally  agreed  to* 

3  H  2  Mr. 
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ftitutional  jealoafy  with  which  the  Militn  law  was  onginany 
framed.  He  obferved  alfo,  that  in  many  refpefits,  the  prin* 
ciple  of  that  law  had  bceii  departed  from,  in  the  enadmcms 
of  fubfeqaent  ftatutet  upon  thatfubjedy  and  Wm  ftiH  farther 
departed  from  in  the  prefent  Bill.  He  tbomht  that  die  ^tti» 
lification  of  the  fuperior  officer  fliould  be  difierent  from  whK 
the  prefent  Bill  required*  He  faid  none  of  thefe  things  from 
any  diftruft  that  he  had  in  any  part  of  our  military  force,  nor' 
from  any  want  of  confidence  in  his  Maje(ly*s  M'miAers ;  be 
only  made  the  obfervations  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  true  nature  of  tne  fubjeA. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  had  great  refped  ibr  the  hor 
nourable  Member  who  had  juft  fpoken,  both  fbr  his  charader 
and'fituation.  >  He  was  perfeAly  ready  to  move  for  leave  to 
withdraw  this  BUI  altogether,  and  to  propofe  nothing  what- 
ever ibr  the- regulation  of  the  Militia,  provided  that  hono^rabb 
Gentleman  could  get  any  four  Members  of  the  Houfe  to  join 
hin\,  and  meet  together,  aod  bring  forward  any^  propofitloo 
whatever,  which  they  would  flatter  the  Houfe  would  have  any 
general  concurrence.  But  before  th^  Committee  difmtffed 
the  Bill  now  before  them,  they  would  do  well  to  recolIeA  that 
this  was  not  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  any  particular  corp8| 
but  for  a  large  eftabliflbment,  three  times  as  lar&e  and  much 
more  unwieldy  than  any  Militia  that  was  known  before  in  this 
country.  It  was  a  meafure  of  ncceffity  from  the  extraordinary 
iituation  in  which  we  ftood..  It  was  «qC  a  permanent  mea« 
fure,  for  it  was  to  continue  only  during  the  war.  Permanent 
regulations  might  be  made  upon  thefi|bje£l  of  the  Militia  in  dme 
of  peace.  He  thought  there  would  be  no  conftitutional  jear . 
loufy  againft  the  meafure  that  ha4  fpr  its  ohjef^  the  regulation 
of  a  force  for  the  defence  of  the  copntry  during  war,  He  then 
lyent  over  the  moft  msiterial  parts  of  the  ^I'U  ^^^  pointed  ou^ 
their  ufe.  If,  hpwevf  r,  ^ny  better  plan  thafi  this  could  be 
l^dopted,  h^  ^as  p^rfe£tly  ready  tpgiy^  up  this,  and  wait  any 
length  of  time  for  another  (if  the  enemy  was  rea^y  to  do  tlie 
f^me  thing}  provided  any  body  ha4  ai\ot]icr  to  offer.   * 

General  Tarkion  thought  many  of  the  obferyations  of  the 
fionourable  (gentleman  whp  commenced  this  converfation  qaitc 
^nl^itutipnjij ;  bvit  h^  ^M  pot  think  jhey  were  wc|l  {i/ned^ 
Vc  pio^ld  not  now  look  at  any  thihe  but  the  ^rifi?  in  Y^^ich 
we  are.  Tolpoka^t  the  fituation  of  tnis  country,  an^  cf  the 
fnemy,  to  fupport  his  Majefty^  Minifters  in  every  meagre 
l^at  tended  to  ftrengthen  the  country  ;  and  to  enable,  it  to 
prepare  (or  th^  ep^piv,  yras  jbc  gr?at  dyty  of  that  Houfe  at  the 

prcjen^ 
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t)refent  niomcnt.  Arrangements  of  vuriouis.  kinds  be  hgped  to 
fee  made  ^l  the  jcoiiclafion  of  the  war. 

Colonel  S/0A»^  was  of  opinion  alfo,  tbat  the  crifis  in  wfaicff 
we  are  was  chiefly  to  be  looked  to  •,  ;^d  we  (bouid  make  our 
military  forqe  ^  powerful  as  pollible,  and  that  wiihoot  lofs  of 
tioic* 

Mr.  jB^flrv^  was  of  opinion*  that  a  fiifficient  nombst  of  per« 
(bns  might  eafily  be  found  to  v£t  as  fubaltems ;  and  if  thertf 
was  a  want  of  teldoffieera  and  captains,  it  muft  be  owiiig  to 
the  colonek  of  the  Militia,  or  the  Loids  Lieutenants. 

A  claufe  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to,  that  if  a  fufficient 
njipahpr  of  officers  can  be  found  in  the  counties,  qualified  as 
^e  law  direct,  who  Qiall  offer  themfelves  within  fourteca 
daysafter  the  p^ng  of  the  prefent  Bill,  the  Lords  Lieute« 
^ants  iball  have  power  to  appoint  the  fame.  The  other  cUufef 
being  read  and  agreed  to,  the  report  wa3  ordered  to  be  receive^ 
the  next  day. 

Ce«SOLII>AT£D   ASSESSED  .TAX  BILL. 

The  Houfe  having  then  refomed  the  debate  on  the  thir4 
mdtn;^  of  the  Confolidated  Afle^ed  Tax  Bill. 

Sity^iUiam  Puifeney  .xq(cj  and  moved  a3  an  amendment  to 
the  Bii\  that  jt  be  allowed  to  vary,  alter,  ;ind  amend  theiaid 
Bill  dulling  the  prefent  fipffioi^  of  Parliament.  This  amend* 
ment  was-a^eed  to* 

Mr.  ff^igt^  then  moved,  that  fuch  pcrfons  as  had  horfes. 
employed  in  the  Prpvifional  Cavalry,  ihould  not  be  oblieed  to 
pay  tbe  triple,  tax  for  thofe  which  they  keep  in  lieu  of  the  horfes 
lb  employed. 

Coibnel  Porter  fupported  the  amendment ;  which  was  op* 
pofed  by  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  Buxton,  after  whigh  the  Hou(e 
divided, 

jfyesf  for  the  amendment,  j8 

Nasy  -  "     .  3° 

Sir  William  PuUenty  hext  moved,  that  thofe  who  had  made 
^  fair  return  of  their  aflefled  taxes,  according  to  the  Bill  intro- 
duced laft  year,  (hould  not  now  be  obliged  to  give  in  a  new  lift, 
to  the  Coitiipiflioners  of  taxes,  as  ii  required  by  the  new  Bill* 

Mf.  ^ofi  oppof^  this  amendment ;  and  complained  bitterly; 
of  the  evallons  that  have  beeA  reforted  io  by  perfons  keeping' 
carriage  ^nd  horfes,  &$:«  ^c.  which  evafions  confiderably  con- 
tributed to  aggravate  the  burthens  that  already  weighed  fufficl* 
cntly  heavy  on  the  people  at  large.  The  mode  propofcd  by 
the  prefent  Bill  vvas^  ii^  l^if;  miiw^  the  only  one  that  could 
fpaliLc  it  effe^ual, 

Mr. 
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^  Mr*  fSQ&^oxfe.  was  of  opinion  that  the  re^uUtioQ&  of  thii 
orignal  bill  mould  be  ftridly  adhered  to,  as  it  would  others 
yt\tc  oblige  GoijGRunent  to  encour;|ge  fpies  about  the  houXes 
^£  great  men.  and  thus  tend  to  eftablifh  ^  fyftem  oisfpifinagfi 
|o  virhiich  he  cpuid  never  lend  his  countenance  and  fupport» 

Mr.  Pickfns  approved'  of  the  amendment.     The  galloy. 
w»aft  ihcfiofdei^ed  to  be  cleared  ;  btu  Sir  William  Pulteney's 
fincdidfnient  was  agreed  to  wiihout  a  divifion. 
( '  Tb^  bill  Was.  .then  engtoITed^  read  a  thirdtimt,  aad  palled^ 

SLAVS   CAK&YING   BIJUL.i 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  re- 
solve itfelf  inio  a  Committee  on  thQ  bilt  for  regulating  &« 
ipoode*  of  carrying  (laves. 

•    Mr.  fVm.  Smith  rofe  and  fafd,  that  on  this  fubje^  be  ha<| 
flattered  himfelf  that  there  prevailed  but  one  opinion  in  the 
Hoofe;  for  he  had  underftood  that  though  tha' tonnage  had 
|)cen  acceded  to  as'a  proper  criterion  for  Ihfps  carrying  flave^ 
tlhat  criterion  had  nevi^helefs  been  acknowledged  as  insde- 
^ate ;  and  the  more  clofely  it  had  been  examined^  the  morv 
^ideht  it  appeared' that  the  f^periicies^f  the  deck,  or  the 
^  Mi^eal  contents  between  the  dscks  was  a  Ult  fafer  criterion; 
^hi^  was  0bviou^  from  duly  attending  to  the  conftrofltion  of 
two  veflels,  which,  though  they  were  of  diflferent  capacities, 
Ont  might  be  able  to  carry  double  the  qubiltity  of  goods;  and 
fKll  not  have  more  tonnage  than  the  other.     When  this  U^ 
|ed  was  difcnffcd-  laft  year,  there  w** -{eeaTCely  heard  adilV 
feiiticnt  vojce  againft  the  truth  of  the  obfervation.   The  opi* 
iSion  of  the  Ho^ft  had  fince,  it  (eetns,  varied,  by  which  ht^ 
<xpeftatibns  wtre  htgHy  dtfappointed  ;  for  an  oppofition,  ho^ 
vnderftoodi  was  now  to  be  made  againft  the  propofition^  and'' 
thofe  who  were  moft  deeply  embarked- in  the  trade  feemcd 
determinedto  keep  it  up  on  its  ordinary  footing.  He  would, 
liowevcr  move,  that.it  be.  an  Inftruflidn  to  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  fi^id  bill  was  referred,  that  they  be'  empowered^ 
to*  limit  the  number  of  flavesto  be  carried,  acTcording;  to  the 
fiipeVficial  cajpacity  of  the  decks,  or  the  cubical  contents  be- 
tween decks,  and  riot  ;|CCording  to  thetonnage  of  the  ihipjs 
fb  employed. 

Mr.  Dent  felt  himfelf  difpofed*to  bppofe  the  prefent 
motion;  becaufe  it  appeared' lo  him  to  be  an  indireA  and* 
infidious  attempt  imAiediatcly  to  flqp,  and  vvholly  to  abolifli 
tliegljiyeTfatiiPi  gn  att^poipt,  which'  though  already  made 

this  - 
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eYer,  met  -WiAi  the  fate  It  defcrved.  'He  wpiiljl  theref(»m 
move,  that, the  HotiTe  dp  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ff^eff$rU  m2Ae  no  doubt  but  that  it  muft  be  tbf 
wiih  of  every  man  that  the  flgves  fliould  be  carried  in  the 
raofteafy  and  comfortable  hianner  poflible.  "The  modenp^if 
propofed  feemed  to  promife  that  better  convenience'}  it 
ibould  therefore  have  his  mdll  cordial  fu^pprt. 
Mr.  Dint  explained. 

General  TarUtm  faid^  that  it  was  with  regret  that  he  op^ 
pofed  a  motion  like  the  prefent ;  in  as  much^  it  promifed 
more  comfort  and  convenience  to  the  flave^ )  but  be  toird 
no  new  argument  introduced  to  fupportits  necefli^y ;.  on  lhi» 
contrary,  he  muft  regard  the  introdu^Uon  of  the  cnbkxii 
fuperficies  as  tantamount  to  in  immediate  abotitioo  ai  tho 
trade,  and  as  wholly  deftrudive  of  the  hopes  which  the  late 
decifioD  of  the  Houle.on  thb  fubjeA  had  held  out  to  themer<* 
chants,  who  were  deeply  interefted  in  this  trade,  as  W0M<lhofe 
of  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and  London- 
Colonel  Gajcoigne  was  happy  to  coincide  in  opinion  wiA 
his  honourable  Colleague.  . 

Mr.  Martin  fpoke  Portly  in  fupport  of  the  motion* 
Mr.  Barham  approved  of  the  meafure,  as  it  went  to  di-^ 
minifli  the  number  pf  flaves^  and  to  fccure  their  comfon 
and  convenience  during  the  voyage.  To  fuch  meafures  he 
would  always  aifent ;  and  if  all  other  motions  refpe^ing  the 
Slave  Trade  had  been  fimilar  to  the  px:efent,  tliey  fliould  Kke* 
wife  have  had  his  hearty  concurrence* 

Mr.  Sewtl  oppofed  the  motion ;  and  contended  that  the 
fuiFerings  and  mortality  to  which  the  (laves  were  faid  to  be 
expofed,  was  on  an  average  greater  on  the  ftde  of  Urge  Ihipa' 
than  OB  that  of  fmaller  ones. 

Lord  BfJgrave  vviflied  the  faufioefs  might  be  deferred)  ois 
had  a  motion  of  greater  importance  (that  on  the  Treating 
A&)  to  bring  forward  that  night- 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation ;  after 
larhich  the  Houfe  divided  on^the  motion  for  an  adjournmi^it« 
Jj^es       _        ^        —        «^         ig 
N^es        ^  _  —  34 

Majority         i6 
Mr.  SmUV%  motion  was  confequently  carried,  and  was^ 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  on  iFriday  next,      j 
'   On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Prrdval^  the  Committee  on  the 

biU 
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()itl  (or  payment  of  cofts^  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanoj^  ww 
gone  into»  and  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  fit  again  oa 
Thutfday  ne5^t. 

The  Committee  oti  the  TreatiAg  A£t»  Was  deferred  till 
the  next  day. 

The  other  OitJers  of  the  Day  were  tben  defericd;  and 
the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF  LdRDS. 
Tuesday,  ^of  I*        « 

t^OOftMASON's   DIVORCE    BfLt. 

Oa  the  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill  to  difl 
fblve  the  marriage  of  Jatnes  Woodmafon,  Efq.  with  Ilf ary 
Magdalain,  his  now  wife,  being  read — cofinfel  and  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  fame  were  called  to  the  B^r. 

By  the  flatements  of  thefe  it  appeared,  that  the  Petitioner, 
Mr.  Woodmafon,  was  married  to  Mai'y  Magdalain  GaviUe, 
(a  native  of  France)  but  then  refiding  in  the  pariffi  of  Pad** 
dington — in  February  1772,  and  that  they  Ifved  and  coha- 
bited together  until  September  179(5,  during  which  interval 
they  had  ten  children;  two  only  of  whom  are  now  living* 
That  at  the  laft  mentioned  period  (Mrs.  Woodmafon  being 
at  that  time  at  St.  Amand,  in  Fanders)  a  ferious  difagree^ 
tncnt  took  place  between  them,  in  confquenCe  of  the  Lady's 
negleO.  of  one  of  the  children,  when  a  feparation  took  place^ 
and  an  end  was  put  to  the  intercourfe  ot  the  parties.  Mrs. 
Woodmafon  retired  to  the  Houfe  of  her  father,  M.  Jean 
Jacques  Gaville  in  Paris,  who  confented  to  receive  her. 

It  appeared  alfo,  that  in  the  month  of  June  1 796,  Mrs. 
Woodmafon  fued  for  and  obtained  a  divorce  according  to 
certain  laws  and  regulations  then  newly  made  in  France ; 
and  in  April  (he  married  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Jofeph 
Antonie  Guibert,  and  lived  with  him  as  his  wife,  at  his 
houfe  in  Paris  :  in  confequence  of  which,  Mr.  Woodmafon 
exhibited  a  libel  againft  her  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  in 
this  country,  in  November,  17979  and  in  the  month  of 
March  in  the  prefent  year,  obtained  a  definitive  fentence  of 
divorce  thereon,  from  bed  and  board. 

The  neceflary  parts  of  this  ftatemefit  being  regularly 
proved  by  the  witnefles,  one  of  whom  depofed,  that  he  had 
seen  Mrs.  Woodnhifon,  and  the  abovenamed  Guibert  in  bed 
together,  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  tirne^  and  ordered  to  be 
committed. 
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The  various  bilh  before  the  Hodfe  were  forward^  in 
their  refpe^ive  ftages. 

Mr.  Hobart  prefenied  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the 
Swifs  Property  Bill,  and  the  Cuftoms  Office  Regulation  Bill, 
which,  with  one  private  bill  that  was  brought  up  afterwards, 
being  read  a  fir(l  time,  their  Lordfhips  adjourned  till  the 
next  day. 

liOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  i. 

Mr.  Boddingtons  Divorce  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  Thurfday  fe'ennight.  , 

Mr.  Burdon  having  exjpatiated  on  the  public  inconvenience 
of  granting  with  too  much  facility  the  renewal  of  Patents  in 
certain  cafes,  moved  a  refolution,  that  before  any  petition 
be  prefented  to  the  Houfe  for  confirming  or  prolonging  any 
Letters -Patent,  notice  of  the  intention  to  prefect  fuch  peti* 
tion  be  publiflied  three  times  in  the  London  Gazette,  and 
three  times  in  the  Edinburgh  Paper,  when  the  matter  re- 
lates to  Scotland,  Hating  the  nature  of  the  intention  for 
which  the  patent  is  granted,  and  the  term  of  its  duration^ 
&c.     Ordered. 

That  then  a  Committee  do  report  to  the  Houfe,  whether 
this  order  hath  been  complied  with,  before  any  order  ihall 
be  made  on  .fuch  petition.     Ordered. 

That  this  Refolution  be  made  a  {landing  order  of  the 
Houfe.     Ordered. 

JUDICATURE    tN    IREtAND* 

Mr.  Ttemey  faid,  that  the  Newfpapers  had  miftated  the 
circumftances  of  a  cafe,  in  the  Court  of  King's  bench,  in 
Ireland,  and  which  led  him  into  an  erroneous  Aatement  in 
the  Houfe  a  few  nights  ago ;  and  in  confequence  o£  which 
he  faid  fome  fomething  of  a  learned  judge  which  he  fhot^ld 
not  have  faid,  had  the  itatement  in  the  newfpapers  been  con- 
formable to  fa£l.  He  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Roger 
O'Connor,  from  whom  a  letter  was  Tent  to  him  \  and  from 
-which  he  would  read  an  extra£l  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
Houfe.  Thefubftance  of  the  extraA  was,  that  Mr.  O'Con- 
nor thanked  him  for  the  kind  manner  ih  which  he  had  fpoken 
of  his  cafe  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  obferved,  that 
the  ftatement;  he  made  of  the  conduA  of  Mr.  Juftice  Finu-» 
cane  was  incorred ;  for  that  the  condud  of  that  learned 
•  Vol..  II.  1798.  3K  Judge 
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Judge,  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  was  perfcfily  corrcd 
and  honourable.  Mr.  Tierney  then  faid,  he  was  glad  to  do 
juftice  to  the  liberality  of  the  learned  Judge  upon  the  trial 
alluded  to ;  and  he  was  glad  alfo  to  do  juftice  to  the  candour 
jof  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  in  making  this  ftatement,  to  enable 
him  to  do  juftice  to  the  charader  of  the  learned  Judge;  z 
proof  of  the  difinterefled  fpirit  of  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  for 
he  had  never  before  this  written  to  him  any  letter.  Moft 
certainly,  after  this,  the  character  of  the  learned  Judge  was 
entirely  unimpeachable. 

Mr.  fF.  Bird  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  on  the  Land 
Tax  Commiflioners  Qualification  Bill;  which  pafled  the 
Committee  of  the- whole  Houfe  ;  and  the  Report  was  order- 
ed to  be  received  on  Friday. 

The  Scotch  Militia  Bill  pafled  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe ;  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Dundas ;  as  did  alfo  the 
Eledion  Treating  A8i ;  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  on  Friday,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Belgrave. 

MAROONS. 

General  fValpole  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  fubje£l  of  Maroons  ,  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  He  faid, 
that  he  had  been  the  inftrument  by  which  thefe  brave  and 
hdneft  men,  the  Maroons,  had  been  duped  and  entrapped  in- 
to a  treaty  in  his  Majefty's  name  ;  every  article  of  which  the 
Maroons  obTerved  faithfully ;  but  the  whole  eflence  of  which 
was  entirely  defeated  and  laid  afide  by  the  Aflemby  of  the 
iiland  of  Jamaica.  He  little  fufpeded,  at  the  time  he  held 
out  terms  to  the  Maroons,  on  the  faith  of  which  they  fur- 
rendered,  that  he  was  to  be  made  the  inftrument  of  carrying 
on  a  fcheme  by  which  they  were  fo  ftiamefully  betrayed.  He 
held  it  to  be  of  effential  intereft  to  all  his  Majefty's  dominions, 
that  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  (hould  never  be 
pledged  by  any  of  his  Officers  to  any  thing  which  was  not  to 
be  carried  into  efFeft  ;  but  here  it  had  been  fo ;  and  the  brave 
and  gallant  Maroons  were  made  the  viSims  of  the  pride  and 
jealoufy  of  the  Afl'embly  of  the  ifland  oi  Jamaica.  In  no  in- 
fiance  were  the  Maroons  guilty  of  the  violence  imputed  to 
them,  that  was  an  unworthy  artifice  made  ufe  of  to  inflame 
the  pafllions  of  men  againft  thefe  deluded  people.  He  thea 
recited  the  clrcumftance  of  the  war  with  the  Maroons,  the 
terms  which  he  was  empowered  to  hold  out  to  them,  and 
which  he  did  hold  out  to  them,  in  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
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oainey  on  the  faith  of  which  they  furrendered^  at  a  time^  and 
under  circumftancesy  when  no  force'could  fubdue  them ;  for 
they  were  a  gallant  people,  iznprefled  with  a  firong  fenfe  of 
therr  natural  rights  \  and  obferved,  that  after  they  had  fur- 
rendered,  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  inilead  of  adhering  to  the 
terms  of  the  furrender,  came  to  a  refolution  to  tranfport  them 
to  Nova  Scotia.  That  he  protefted  againft  this,  and  offered 
to  give  his  own  teftimony  to  fliew  that  the  Maroons  did  not 
deferve  this  treatment ;  but  that  they  merited  all  the  terms  qf 
the  furrender,  which  were  not  that  they  ibould  be  thus  tradf- 
ported  from  their  native  foil,  and  a  warm  climate,  to  a  cold 
one  ;  but  that  they  (hould  be  protected  ;  that  the  Aflembly  of 
Jamaica  refufed  to  take  bis  teftimony,  but  proceeded  upon 
gx  parte  tvidtpce,  and  tranfported  thcfe  men  without  hearing 
any  thing  that  could  be  faid  in  their  behalf.  Such  proceedings 
he  conceived  to  be  highly  injurious  to  the  Britifh  name,  and 
dangerous  to  the  £riti(h  fettlement ;  and  therefore  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ought  to  take  it  into  (erious  confideration.  He 
then  moved,  M  That  this  Houfe  do,  on  Friday  fe'nnigkt,  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
proceedings  held  on  the  negociation  entered  into  between 
Major  General  Walpolc,  and  the  Maroons  of  Trelawny 
Town,  in  December  1795." 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  when  the  hon.  Gentleman 
alluded  laft  year  to  this  fubje£l,  he  did  not  then  fiate  any  in- 
tention of  making  a  further  inquiry  into  it,  provided  he  was 
fatisfied  that  the  Maroons  had  been  treated  with  humanity 
and  attention.  The  hon.  General  furely  could  not  have  for- 
gotten the  declaration  he  made  lad  year,  nor  could  he  con- 
lend  that  his  prefent  condu£t  was  in  any  degree  confillent 
with  that  declaration. — ^The  condufl  of  the  hon.  General 
was  much  more  confident  laft  year  than  it  was  at  prefent, 
bccaufe  he  then  exprefled  his  anxiety  to  be  informed  of  their 
fituation,  and  faid,  that  if  his  information  was  fatisfadtoryi 
h&did  not  mean  to  pufh  the  inquiry  any  farther:  Put  what 
was  his  condudl  now  ?  He  wanted  to  inditute  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Idand  of  Jamaica,  in  an  affair  relat- 
ing folely  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  ifland.  Suppofe  for 
a  moment,  that  Houfe  fhould  concur  with  the  hon.  General 
in  his  motion,  he  did  r.ot  fee  how  they  were  to  proceed : 
Did  the  honourable  General  propofe  to  brinj?  the  Adembly 
of  Jamaica  before  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  cf 
England  ?  He  had  fpoken  of  proceeding  ex  parte  againd  the 
Maroons  \  t^ut  it  would  furely  be  as  unhiir  to  inveltigate  the 
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conduA  of  fuch  a  body  as  the  Afletnbly  of  Jamaica,  upon  ex 
parte  ftatement. — Yet  that  muft  be  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
General,  for  he  could  not  fuppofe  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica 
could  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Fri- 
day fc'nnight.  He  wiflied  therefore  very  much  that  the  htm. 
General  would  explain  what  poOible  line  of  proceeding  he 
could  adopt,  ruppodng  his  motion  was  fuccefsful  ?  With  re- 
fpc£l  to  the  pledge  which  the  hon.  General  had  faid  that  go- 
vernment had  given  upon  this  fubjeA,  he  could  only  fay,  that 
government  had  given  no  pledge,  they  had  ftatcd,  that  they 
would  make  an  inquiry  into  the  fituation  of  the  Maroons.  To 
fatisfy  the  hon.  General,  both  as  to  the  faS  of  government 
having  made  the  inquiry ;  and  s(s  to  the  refult  of  that  en- 
quiry ;  he  fliould  refer  him  to  the  papers  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe.  Every  Gentleman  who 
examined  thofe  papers  muft  be  fatisfied  that  the  Maroons  had 
experienced  no  want  of  attention,  on  the  contrary,  the  ut- 
.  moft  care  was  taken  of  their  religion,  of  their  morals,  of 
their  property,  of  their  habitations,  and  of  their  children. 
Upon  arty  of  thefc  fads,  no  man  could  entertain  a  doubt, 
unlefs  they  difbclieved  the  return  which  had  been  made  by 
the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  begged  leave  here  to  fay 
a  few  words  refpcQing  that  gentleman.  He  had  not  the 
honour  of  being  perfonally  acquainted  with  him ;  lie  had 
only  feen  him  once  before  he  went  out  in  his  prefent  ftation, 
but  from  what.. he  had  uniformly  heard  of  his  abilities,  of 
his  attention,  and  of  his  humanity,  he  had  confidered  hio^lf 
as  bound  to  recommend  him  to  his  Majefly,  as  a  proper  per- 
fon  to  fill  that  important  office ;  and  every  part  of  Sir  John 
V/cntworth's  condufi  fince  he  went  out,  had  completely 
juftified  the  appointment.  If  there  were  any  proofs  wanting 
to  prove,  that  the  gentleman  he  was  alluding  to,  poflefled 
thofe  qualifications,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  correfpond- 
cnce  before  the  Houfe,  which  muft  fatisfy  every  gentFeman 
upon  thatfubjeS.  He  defired  to  aik  what  poffibte  intereft 
the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  could  have  in  having  a  body  of 
people,  who  were  not  very  far  removed  from  a  favage  ftate, 
placed  under  his  care  ?  or  what  pollible  intereft  could  he 
nave  in  difobeying  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  to  treat  th^fc  people  with  care  and  humanity  ? 
He  wilhed  any  gentleman  would  fairly  compare  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Maropns,  while  in  Jamaica,  with  their  prefent 
fituation,  with  all  the  care  and  attention  that  was  paid  to 
them.  If  they  were  to  make  comparifons,  he  (fid  not  realty 
•  thinly 
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think  that  the  humanity  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  or  of  tbft 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  would  fuficr  much  by  being  com* 
pared  with  that  of  the  honourable  General.    Mr.  Dundas  then 
proceeded  to  read  a  letter  from  General  Walpole  to  Lord  Bal<» 
carras,  in  which  he  propofes  to  fettle  the  Maroons  in  the  Low* 
lands,  near  Spanifli  Town,  and  adds,  that  the  ufe  of  the  fpi- 
rits  which  they  would  then  get,  would  foon  enervate  that  har* 
ily  conftitiition  which  they  had  acquired  on  the  mountains^ 
This  was  the  way  in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  pro- 
pofed  to  ferve  them,  and  he  believed  the  Houle  would  be  in- 
clined to  think  there  was  more  humanity  in  placing  them  in  a 
lituation  where  their  health  and  their  morals  were  attended  to» 
than  by  defiroying  both,  by  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
indulging  in  the  ufe  of  fpirits.     Upon  thefe  grounds  he  hoped 
the  mute  would  concur  with  him  in  thinking  that  they  ought 
not  to  concur  in  the  prefent  motion. 
The  queftion  being  put, 

Mr.  Tierney  rofc,  and  obfcrved  that  the  complaint  of  his  ho- 
nourable Friend  had  not  been  anfwered.  He  had  ftated  him- 
felf  to  be  an  officer  in  his  Majefty's  fervice;  that  he  had  treated 
in  his  Majefiy'^  name  for,  and  had  bad  the  good  fortune  to  ob- 
tain peace  with  the  Maroons.  That  the  Maroons  complied 
with  the  terms  of  the  treaty ;  but  that  the  aflembly  of 
Jamaica  had  not  adhered  to  *  the  terms  of  the  treaty ;  that 
the  Maroons  were  entrapped  into  a  furrender,  and  then 
were  taken  into  a  cold  climate  to  which  they  were  not  accuf- 
tomed  ;  and  that  in  dire<^  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 
He  diiapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  in 
refuiing  to  hear  the  teftimony  of  General  Walpole,  in  which 
they  were  not  very  conHfAent  with  themfelves  ;  for  they  had 
voted  that  five  hundred  guineas  (hould  be  granted  for  pur* 
chafing  a  fword,  to  be  prefented  to  General  Walpole,  for 
fuppreffing  the  late  rebellion  in  Trelawney  Town,  and  con- 
cluding peace  with  the  Maroons.  Mr.  Tierney  then  enlarged 
on  the  dangerous  efii:<St  of  the  aflembly  not  being  faithful  to 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty.  He  obferved,  that  me  Secretary 
of  State  had  fhifted  the  queflion,  by  taking  a  view  of  the  ex- 
cellent charadter  of  Governor  Wcntworth ;  that  Gentleman, 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  deferved  all  that  was  faid  in  hispraife; 
but  it  was  not  his  condu£t,  it  was  the  conduft  of  the  aflemblj 
of  Jamaica  that  was  complained  of;  and  as  to  the  idea  that  the 
aflembly  could  not  ftate  to  the  Houfe  any  thing  for  themfelves^ 
it  was  well  known  they  had,  in  that  Houie,  a  perfon  who 
watched  over  their  interefts,  and  who  was  perfedUy  ready  to 
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cspbin  aoy  thmg  in  their  behalf.  H«  concluded  with  obferv* 
fOg,  than  ari  enquiry  was  necrflary  in  this  cafe  in  that  Hoalc^ 
far  if  iboald  he  known  autbenttcally  to  wbooi  was  to  he  attra- 
fcaled  the  fault  of  having  broken  the  terms  of  a  tseatj  falcmiiJ  j 
entered  into  in  his  Majeft  j's  name. 

Mr*  £rw^/^  juftified  the  condud  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica* 
md  faid,  that  what  they' did  with  regard  to  the  'Maroons  was 
an  a  A  of  prudence  which  circumftances  rendered  neoefiary. 
^  obrenred  all  the  Maroons  were  not  tranfporttd;  but  all  who 
furrendeied  before  the  firft  of  January  were  permitted  to  re^ 
cnain,  and  that  thofe  who  did  remain  acknowledged  their  er- 
jror.  That  with  regard  to  the  aflembly  not  having  examined 
General  Walpole,  he  could  only  fay  that  nothing  he  could  (ay 
would  alter  the  &£U  as  they  appeared  by  his  own  correfr 
pondence, 

Mr.  Barham  was  fo  far  from  being  adverfe  to  going  into  the 
propofed  enquiry  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,   he  was  of  opinion 
4ut  the  more  minutely  the  fuhjeA  was  inveftigated  and  fcru- 
tinixedy  the  fuller  would  he  the  anfwer  to  the  honourable  Gen- 
eral's obfervation,  and  the  more  complete  the  refutation  of  all 
lus  arguments.     To  fhew  that  this  was  a  true  ftatement  of  the 
cafe,  ic  would  fuf&ce  to  recur  to  the  honourable  General's  own 
correfpondence.     From  this  it  would  a{^ar  that  a  treaty  had 
been  agreed  to  between  the  honourable  General  and  the*  Ma- 
toons.    But  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  aflembly  at  Ja- 
maica (the  fole  tribunal  that  can  be  referred  to  on  this  point, 
and  from  which  he  did  not  fee  how  the  honourable  General 
could  confidently  appeal),  this  treaty  had  been  completely  for^^ 
felted  by  the  Maroons.    Nor  can  it  indeed  be  fuppofed  that  the 
treaty  alluded  to  could  be  regarded  as  binding,  for  military 
operations  were  carried  on  till  the  i  ith  of  January,  though  the 
treaty  purports  to  have  been  figned  on  the  21ft  of  December 
preceding.     Even  new  negociations  were  carried  on  and  kept 
topcn  long  after  this  treaty,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
binding,  is  afferted  to  have  been  concluded.     The  Maroons 
were  even  permitted  to  eome  in  and  furrcnder  till  the  firft  of 
January,  and  no  terms  were  granted  them,  according  to  the 
Jbonourable  General's  own  terms,  but  their  lives.     The  fame 
terms  feem  to  have  been  held  out  by  Lord  Balcarras,  froni 
which  it  was  evident  that  the  treaty  had  been  completely  for- 
feited by  the  Maroons ;  and  in  order  to  vindicate  the  chara<^ 
ef  that  noble  Lord,  it  was  his  intention  foon  to  fubmit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Tternejf  in  explanation,  contended,  that  the  Marcxxis 
who  came  in  and  furrcndered  after  tbe.firft  of  January,  had 
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been  completely  entrapped  ;  becaufe  they  had  come  in  under 
the  faith  of  this  treaty*  the  terms  of  which  however,  were  not 
adhered  to.  Mr.  Tierney  was  proceeding  to  prove  his  aflertton 
from  feveral  letters  of  the  honourable  General,  when  he  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  obTerved,  that  he  was 
wandering  from  the  ftri£t  line  of  explanation. 

Mr.  Barham  contended,  that  the  letters  -alluded  CD  woul4 
prove  the  very  contrary. 

Genera]  fValpttU  in  reply,  explained  his  various  propolals  to 
the  aflembly  at  Jamaica,  and  entered  into  a  variety  of  proofs^ 
to  ihew  that  the  Maroons  had  not  forfeited  the  treaty.  He 
then  began  to  reprobate  the  cruelty  of  fendiBg  them  from  the  . 
rood  ardent  influence  of  the  torrid  zone  into  the  coldcft  cli«^ 
mates  of  North  America,  and  perfonally  adverted  to  Mr* 
Seweli,  as  the  worthy  advocate  of  fuch  inhuman  treatmeot.    • 

(He  was  here  called  to  order  by  ^e  Speaker.) 

Upon  which  he  apologized  for  the  language  into  which  his 
warmth  was  beginning  t6  betray  him ;  but  he  could  not  fit 
down  without  obfervingthat^  when  the  humanity  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica  was  put  in  competition  with  that  of  tbofe 
who  oppofed  them  in  the  prefent  queftion,  it  reminded  htm  of 
the  motto  given  to  the  Club  of  Grinricrs ;  and,  if  the  praife  of 
humanity  was  to  belong  to  the  Jamaica  afTembly,  it  might  be 
truly  faid  of  them,  as  of  the  Club  alluded  to — Uitur  mricfri*  . 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  General  Walpole's  motion  ; 
when  the  Houfe  divided : 

Ayes  5         Noei  34         Againft  it  29 

The  Loan  Bill  was  committed,  and  the  report  ordered  to1)C 
received  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  as  there  was  a  Bill 
now  in  the  Committee  (the  Land  Tax  Bill)  which  would 
probably  occupy  two  daysdifcuffion,  he  thought  proper  to  give 
notice,  that  he  would  the  next  day  move,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  confidecation  the  Tewk^fbary  eledioo  £e« 
tition,  on  Thurfday  next,  be  difcharged. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Alien  Bill  was  deferred  till  the 
next  day ;  alfo  the  third  reading  of  the  new  tax  Bill  on  houfesy 
windows,  &c.  &c. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  ditjpolbd  of,  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  May  2. 
Scotch  Appeal. 

Heard  ooiinfel  1ft  a  caufc  wherein  James  Robertfon,  of 
jLiide»  Efq.  Was  appellant^  sind  his  Grace  the  Dake  of  Athol 
refpondent.  Ordered  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Seffion  to  be 
affirmed,  with  lool.  cofts. 

Three  Bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Gomfmons,  and  read 
i  firft  time. 

In  a  Connfmittee,  theiHoufe  went  through  Woodmafon^s 
Divorce  Bill. 

Read  the  other  Bill^  on  the  table,  and  then  adjourned  to 
Ac  next  day. 


•       HOtJS£  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Maj^, 

The  Scotch  Militia  Bill  was  reported,  aiid  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  the  next  day,  if  then  engroflcd.    - 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
beft  mode  of  improving  turnpike  roads  neaf  the  metropolis  was 
brought  up,  and  the  refolutions  read  ;  after  which  a  Olort  de-^ 
bate  took  place  between  Mr.  Pole  Carew  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Lufhington,  on  the  lad  refolution,  the  former  Gentleman  op- 
pofing,  and  the  latter  fuppox'ting  the  refolution,  the  Houfe  di- 
videdj 

Ayes  (For  tlie  refolution)  45 

iiots  -  -  14 

Mr.  Tiemtj  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  the  next  day,  to  the  conduA  of  Lord  Onflow,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry,  with  refpedl  td  the  reccp^ 
tion  of  officers  who  tendered  voluntary  fervices  for  the  defence 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hohart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Bill  for  granting 
an  additional  duty  on  tea  ;  the  amendments  were  read,  agreed 
to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tlie  next  day^ 
and  then  engrofled. 

LANt)  tax. 

The  CbanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  found  it  would  be 
exceedingly  to  the  convenience  of  Gentlemen  if  the  difcuffion 
o/f  tl)e  Land  Tax  Bill  was  not  to  be  entered  into  as  he  intended 
that  night ;  there  were  numerous  daufes  to  be  ofiered  to  rher 
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Bill  in  the  Comoiittce,  the  difcuffion  of  which  would  take  up 
conliderable  time ;  he  thought,  therefore,  that  the  better  way 
would  now  be  to  go  into  the  Committee,  and  fill  up  theblanltt 
-proforma^  and  take  the  matter  into  the  further  confideration 
of  the  Houfe  upon  die  report  at  a  future  day,  and  to  recommit 
the  Bill  on  that  day.  So  much  yet  depended  upon  detail  in  this 
fiieafure,  that  he  believed  die  mode  he  propofed  would  be 
inore  fatisfa£tory  to  the  Houfe  than  that  of  entering  into  t^e 
^tail  now ;  he  ihould,  however,  not  follow  that  plan  if  he 
was  given  to  underAand  that  any  oppoGtion  was  now  to  te 
made  to  the  Speaker^  leaving  the  chair.  -  Gentlemen  would 
have  an  opportunity  upon  the  queftion  ibr  the  recommitment 
or  the  Bill  of  making  any  oppodtion  to  that  motion  as  they- had 
at  this  moment. 

Mr.  JolUfft  faid  a  few  words. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  he  (hould  not  obje£^  to  the  Speaker 
leaving  the  chair,  underftanding  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  reoom* 
xaitted  and  the  amendments  printed.-  • 

Sir  fPiiliam  Puttemy  wanted  to  know  at  what  time  thofe 
who  dilagreed  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill  were  to  ftate  their 
obje6lions,  if  the  Bill  was  now  to  go  into  a  Committee. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  if  the  Houfe  fhould  acquiefce  in 
the  meafure  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  the  . 
Bill  mieht  be  recommitted,  and  then  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  for  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion,  for 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  was 
to  be  taken  now,  upon  that  queftion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  the  Houfe 
ihould  go  into  the  Committee  now,  and  fill  up  the  blanks  as 
he  propofed,  he  (hould  move  that  this  Bill  be  taken  into  fur* 
ther  confideration  on  Monday  next,  otherwife  he  could  noc 
name  a  day  fo  early. 

Mr.  Bayard  faid  a  few  words,  to  aflent  to  the  mode  pro- 
pdf(;d. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  faid,  that  as  this  mea- 
fure was  to  take  this  turn,  he  ihould  not  move,  as  the  pre- 
^eding^y  he  intended,  to  poftpone  the  ballot  for  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Tcwkcfbury  cledlion. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Land  Tax  Bill. 

The  Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  there  was  one 
point  to  which  he  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  this  time.  He  plated  the  price  at  which  he.  fhould 
propofethe  land  tax  to  be  redeemed  by  the  owners,  to  be  twen-» 
ty  years  purchafe.  With  regard  to  tlie  purchafc  of  the  land 
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tax  by  tWrd  gcf:fpn&,  he  proppfed  to  make,  no  alteration ;  but 
ap  tm  the  purchafe  by  the  ow;ners  of  the  land,  he  fliould  pro- 
pofe,  that  they  {hopld  be  allowed  to  buy.  at  18,  infteadaf  20 
years. purchafe,  when  Stocks  were  at  50.  .-^ 

^ter  a  few.  worda  between  the  Miniftrr  and  Mr.  Hujpy^ 
the  blapks  were  filled  up ;  and  the  Houfe  being  rerumed,  the 
i;^port  was  ordered  to  be  .taken  into  further  confideration  on 
lyipnday  next. 

^  The  Houfe,  in  a. Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  voted 
the  (um  of  62,7x5!.  being  xIk  ainount  of  money  paid  by  the 
Aeceiver-General  of  the  Land  Tax,  to  the  Governor  and 
Compauy  of  th&  Bank  of  England,  towards  payment  of  the 
Army,  a^d  Navy,  ajc. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 
The  Alien  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pailbd^  on  the 
motion  of  the  Solicitor  General. 

The  Sppahr  gave  iioticc,  that  as  the  next  day  was  a  day 
for  a  ballot,  he  fliould  take  the  chair  at  half  after  three,  a^d 
cptmt  tb?  Houfe  precifely  at  four  o'clock. 

The  additional  AfleiTed  Taxes  bill  wa^  read  a  third  time. 
A  claufe.  was  propofed  by  Mr.  iJ«//,  to  etn  power  the  com- 
mifliojjeTs  upon  appeal,  to  apply  to  the  judges  for  afliftancc  . 
incafeof  doubts  in  point  oi  law;  which,  after  an  amend- 
meat  was  made  to  it,  by  Sir  H^,  Pulteney^  drrefling  that  the 
appellant  fha^l  have  notice  of  the  intention  to  apply  to  the 
judges,  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  then  paft. 

The  Houfe  and  Window  Tax  bill  was  read  a  third  timc> 
andpafied. 

Mr.  S.  Thomt9n  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  a  future 
day  make  a  motion  tor  prohibiting  the  trading  ia  flaves  in 
the  northern  diftrift  of  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

On  the  motion  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfclf  into  a  Com* 
mittce  on  the  additional  tax  bill  on  Salt ; 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  that  he  felt  bound  in  confcicncc  to  op- 
pofe  it,  becaufe,  if  It  was  to  receive  no  qualification,  it  miift 
prefs  exceedingly  hard  on  the  lower  clafTes  of  the  people, 
who  were  already  more  burthened  than  they  could  well  bear 
by  the  tax  on  Soap  arid  Candles. 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day.  «     ^^  ^ 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  that  it  be  an  inftruttion  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Newfoundland  Fifliery  bill,  .that  fix-pence  ad- 
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ditional  duty  be  paid  on  every  |a!Fon  of  rcrrh  to  !m]pOTted 
frotri  Ihe  Weft-!ndies  into  NcwI'onndland. 

Mr.  J^7(of  Porfc)  objcftcd  to  the  moridn,  and  coh- 
tetidedy  tkat  df  all  the  trades  and  ftflieTies  belonging  to  that 
country,  there  were  none  in  fo  depreffed  and  hiinous  a  ftatc 
as  thofe  of  Newfoundland ;  it  Was,  therefor^,  topoffible  thfcy 
fcoiild  b«rf  iriy  additional  impofifi6ri  of  duty. 

Aft*r  A  few  words  from  Mr.  i?y^  the  Houfc  divided  dh 
•hk  ttHMton. 

Jyes  5  '^'^''^  +3 

Thfc  drtier  orders  of  tht  day  yrtft  then  deferred,  and  the 
H6q^  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
•  Tmurspay,  May  3. 

Ttn^Atr.  OP  6£ttfAV£N  AND  STtKTOK. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Privil^s, 
Xrord  PFaJfingham  in  the  chair. 

The  confideration  of  the  claim  of  William  Hatuilton»  of 
Wiftiaw,  in  the  county  of  Latierk,  Efq.  to  the  abovc-mcn- 
tipned  peerage,  was  returned* 

Evidence  was  adduced  in  fuppbrt  of  the  claimant's  pretenr 
{ions,  and  a  variety  of  witnefles  were  examined  in  that  view. 
The  only  documentary  evidence  brought  forward,  wib  a 
pedigree  of  the  claimant,  which  was  dated  by  one  of  the 
vritnefles  to  have  been  found  among  a  parcel  of  old  paperSf 
lumber,  &c,  in  a  houfe  of  one  of  the  relatives  of  IVfr.  Ha<» 
niilton. 

The  Attorniy  General,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  obferved, 
that  he  fhould  certainly  obje£t  to  the  admiflibility  of  the  pedi- 
gree in  queHion,  as  evidence. 

Their  Lordfhips  wifhing  to  defer  hearing  the  argumentt 
of  counfel,  on  this  point,  to  a  future  opportunity,  it  was 
moved,  that  the  further  hearing;  of  tbe  cafe  be  poftpoqcd  till 
Tuefday  next,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Conimittee,  and 
the  Houfe  refumed  accordingly.  Several  bills  werd  brought 
up  from  the  Commons ;  and  the  bills  on  the  table  wefe  {or» 
"tv^rded  in  their  various  ffages, — Adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TnutspAY,  May  J. 

Mr.  Hdbar^  brought  up  the  report-  of  the  Cotmnlttetf  upon 
the  bill  for  an  additional  duty  np6ti  Salt. 

3L?  The 
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The  amenJinents  were  read* 

'Mr.  Tiemey  thought  that  this  bi}l  would  be  injurious  to  the 
bakers,  as  well  as  to  the  lower  clalfes  of  fociety,  and  there- 
fore he  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  poftponing  it  for  two  or 
three  days,  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what  was  to 
be  urged  againft  ir. 

Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  a  con- 
ference with  a  number  of  the  mod  refpedable  of  the  trade 
alluded  to^  and  he  had  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  Houfe  that 
an  expedient  had  been  fuggefted,  which  would  be  perfedly 
fatisfad«ry  to  both  parties*  The  Lord  Mayor  of/ London 
was  to  have  moved  the  matter  that  day»  under  the  head  pf 
regulation  of  the  Adize  of  Bread,  but  fronn  his  avocations 
he  wa^  prevented  from^attending  that  day  in  the  Houfe ;  moft 
probably  he  would  move  it  the  next  day.  It  was  better  to 
have  the  fubjedl  regulated  by  a  feparate  bill,  thai^  introduce 
any  proviGon  for  it  in  the  prefent. 

'  Mr.  Tiemey  faid  this  explanation  was  fatisfadory'to  him 
10  this  particular. 

'  Mr.  Alderman  Comle  faid,  he  had  hot  the  honour  of  being 
eonfulted  upon  this  matter  ;    but  he  underftood  that   the 
Bakers  Company  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  fomething  was  agreed  upon  between  - 
theparties. 

•  The  amendment  of  the  Committee  were  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day^, 
if  then  engrofled.  * 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  pifcceding  day  was  brought  up,  the  refoIutloQ-.  rea^  and 
agreed  to.  ' 

•  Mr.  Tiemey  obfcrved,  that  he  gave  notice  the  preceding 
day  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  condud  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
iiaht  of  the  coiinty  of  Surrey,  with  regard  to  accepting  the 
fervices  of  thofe  who  tendered  themfelves  to  ferve  their  coun^ 
try ;  but  underftanding,  from  many  friends  of  Lord  Onflow, 
that  they  had  his  authority  to  fay  he  fliould  receive  a  letter 
from  that  noble  Lord,  explaining  the  whole  of  tbe  circum- 
ilances  of  that  tranfadion,  he  flibuld  defer  his  motion.  He 
did  not  wi(h  to  taki  any  ftcp  before  he  had  received  that 
ktter.  He  flioiild  hope,  that  the  letter  would  render  his  mo- 
tion unnecfeflaryj  and  therefore  he  fltould  now  defer  it. 

The  Committee  were  appointed  tq  try  the  merits  of  the 
I'ewkefbury  eledion. 

Deferre4  the  other  Orders  of  the  day. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  May /^^ 

Thp  feveral  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 
xcfpedtve  ftages. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefented  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  bill  for 
granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional  duty  upon  Salt,  which 
yrzs  forthwith  read  a  firft  time. 

Two  private  bills  were  alfo  prefented,  and  levefally  read  ^ 
^rft  time. 

Their  I^rd(hips  then  adjourned  till  Monday.^ 

IfOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  May  4. 
Mr.  fF.  Bootli  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee,  to 
"vrhom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  the  prifoners  of  war. — ^ 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed. 

I 

SALT  DUTY. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Sab 
Puty  bill, 

Mr.  Hohhoufi  faid, .  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  this  bill 
ihouid  pafs,  it  would  fall  very  heavily  on  the  lower  claflTes  of 
the  people ;  but  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  fay,  how  hea- 
vily it  would  fall ;  becaufe  it  would  fall  on  cheefe,  buttrr, 
bread  and  almoft  all  the  articles  of  food.  That  was  not  all, 
fbe  retailers  of  all  thefe  articles  would  add  a  much  larger  fum 
than  the  duty  on  every  article  they  fold. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  he  gave  credit  to  all  thofe  who  felt  for 
the  lower  clafs  of  the  people.  He  (hould  be  very  forry  that 
any  thing  (hould  be  adopted,  that  tended  to  prefs  upon  them ; 
)ie  believed  that  this  would  fall  on  the  cottagers  heavily,  moft 
of  whom  had  much  of  theirfood  baked,  and  they  wanted  fait 
almoft  to  every  article.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  mor^ 
on  this  fubjed,  but  if  any  thing  could  be  done  to  prevent  thU 
falling  heavily  on  the  lower  clafles,  he  (hould  be  very  glad. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  on  the  beft  en- 
quiry be  had  been  able  to  make,  he  was  con(irmed  in  the 
opinion  he  had  at  firft  given  upon  the  fubjed.  He  believed 
the  firft  (lafcment  he  made  of  the  confumption  was  very 
nearly  accurate ;  )ie  was  confident  it  was  fo  in  a  large  num- 
^r  of  inftances.  As  to  the  obfervaiion  that  was  made  on 
(he  fait  provifions,  it  mud  be  obvious  that  it  could  fall  but  in 
a  very  light  degree  on  any  Except  ihofc  who,  by  that  very 
*-*'-''  circum- 
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ciroimftance,  gaveprodf  of  their  abiHtjr  to  bear  it.  He  had 
always  endeavoured  not  to  prefs  heavily  on  the  lower  claflcs 
of  the  community :  1>ut  he  mu{l  Aate  that,  from  the  nature 
rf  thc^conteft  rn  which  we  were  engaged,  when  we  found 
that  fuch  large  additions  were  neceflarily  made  to  the  icvemie 
by  taxes  from  which  the  lower  clafles  of  people  were  exempt- 
ed, and  almoA  whc4ly  excluded ;  he  thought,  under  all  the  ctf- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  that  they  wens  not  aow  caviled  up- 
on 10  bear  too  much  of  the  puUrc  burden* 

Mr.  f F.  Bird  faid,  he  had  not  heard  any  anfwer  to  tlie  ob- 
jeftlons  wffich  he  had  made  to  this  tax.  The  Hoafe  ought 
to  confider  that  the  addition  of  one  penny  in  the  peck  loaf 
'  was  an  objed  to  be  attended  to  by  a  poor  man,  He  wiihed 
that  fome  meafure  was  adopted  to  make  the  bakers  fuch  an 
j^lowance  for  fak  as  might  prerent  any  advance  in  the  price 
of  bread. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  faid,  that  this  duty  wouM 
certainly  fall  upon  bread,  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  and  it' 
was  hardly  to  be  obje£led  to ;  for  five  pound  weight  of  fait, 
^nrould  be  fuflictent  for  a  fack  of  flour,  which  would  produce 
eighty  Quartern  loaves :  fo  that  the  duty  would  only  amount 
to  one  fourth  part  of  a  farthing  on  the  quartern  loaf. 

Mr.  fF%  Smith  faid,  that  application  had  been  made  to  him 
to  enquire  whether  it  was  the  Minifter's  intention  to  allow 
liny  drawback  to  manufadlurers  upon  this  duty ;  it  certainly 
Was  a  point  of  confiderable  importance  to  them. 
'  The  ChanceU^r  tf  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  Tery  great 
objedions  to  drawba6ks,  unlefs  it  could  be  made  out  that 
they  might  be  aRowed  without  the  rilk  of  fraud  zxA  im- 
pofition. 

The  htll  was  thren  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

Tlie  Lord  Mayor  of  London  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  a 
iMticebe  had  given,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
tfte  fubjeft  of  the  Affize  of  Bread.  The  laft  meafure  the 
Houfe  adopted  upon  that  fubjeft  had  been  produdive  of  a 
great  deal  of  good,  but  not  of  all  the  good  that  was  intended 
by  it.  He  wiftied,  therefore,  topropofe  fome  further  regula- 
ribns  in  that  refpcft.  The  Bakers  were  to  make  their  returns 
every  week,  at  prefent  they  made  their  returns  at  eleven  o'clock 
on  Monday  Morning,  at  the  Manfion  Houfe,  and  at  five  of 
th^'fame  day  the  average  vv^as  taken  ;  this' was  not  fufflcient 
time  to  examine  the  matter  property ;  he,  therefore,  wiflicd 
that  the  bakers  returiTs  (honld  be  made  on  the  Saturday.  He 
wiflxed  sdfo  that  a  regifter  of  all  bakers,  &e.  fliould  be  kept 

at 
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at  the  MAnfion  Hbiife.  And  He  wiOied  further,  tfiarall 
bakeW  who -were  found'tohave  allum  in  their  hmrfcs,  flioiili* 
be  made  liable  to  a  fcvcre  puniftimcnt.  This  was  tliefob- 
ftanco  of  the  regulations  he  had  to  propbfe  upon  the  matter  ;, 
and  he  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bifl  fbt 
amending  thq  AA  of  the  thirty- feventh  of  thfe  prefent  rei^n, 
entituled  "  An  Aft  to  amend  the  thirty-erfioTGcol-ge  ILl 
for  making  bread,  &c.  and  to  punifh  perfons'whoihall  adiiU 
terate  meal  or  flour,  &c.  within  the  city  of  London,  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  and  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  £x^ 
change." 

The  two  Ads  being  read;  the  motion,  after  a  few  W9rds« 
from  Mr.  Tiemey  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^. 
was  put  and  carried. 

nBI?£NCE   OP  THe   COUNY41V. 

Mr,  Tiemey  then  fiid,  that  on  Wedncfday  he  gave  notice 
that  he  fliould  bring;befbre  the  Houfe  a  fubjeft,  which  he 
(kfluld  tske  upon  hSni  to  fay,  xMty  would  f?ntf  to  be  a  very 
important  oi»e  to  the  country  at  large.  Being  told*e  ihould' 
have  ^  letter,  from  the  noble  Lord  to  whofe  condudthe  matter 
referred,  hedid  not  bring  it  immediately,  he  affigned  his  reafoa 
the  preceding  day  for  deferring  his  motion.  He  wa^  reported  \ 
to  havefatd,  that  the  letter  he  was  to  receive  would  be  (atis- 
fadory,  he  never  faid  fo.  He  had,  however,  received  a  letter 
from  that  AoUeLord,  but  which  was  fo  far  from  being  fa- 
ihit&oTj  to  him,  or  from  rendering  his  motion  unnec^ry, 
thai  it  caft  on  him  a  duty  to  bring  the  matter  forward.  He 
was  hound  to  do  it  in  duty  to  his  conftitutents,  to  the 
Houfe,  to  th&  country,  and  to  himfelf.  He  fhould  not  dif. 
regard  that  duty,  but  (hould  perform  it  as  weM  as  was  able* 
He  did  not  call  for  the*  attention  of  Houfe  to  the  matter  ati 
prefent,  becaufe  he  did  not  wi(h  to  provoke  any  difcuflioa 
upon  it  then.  AH  he  wiflicd  to  do  was,  to  give  notice  that 
he  (hould  bring  forward  a  motion,  relative  to  the  manner  m 
which  offers  ot  fervice  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  had 
bcen.recetved  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  cbiinty  of  Surry* 
That  he  ihould  move  it  without  delay ;  on  Monday  the  fub- 
jcft  of  the  Land  Tax  was  to  come  on,  and,  therefore,  he 
could  not  do  it  then^  but  he  fliould  on  Ttiefday,  unleft  the 
fubj^d.of  Mr.  Palmer's  application  fliould  prevent  him. 
The  motion  4w  intended  to  make  was  fdr  a  Committee  tO' 
confider  of  the  manner  in  which  offers  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Coimtiy  hadl)ecn  carried'mto  eiftft  in  the  county  ofJSurry.' 

The 
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Th6  CBaneiUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid|  that  a  qneftioti  of  fuch 

importance  as  that  which  related  to  the  fafety  of  the  country^ 

ooght  to  be  fixed  foi^  a  certain  day.  , 

It  was  then  underftood  that  it  ihould  come  on  either 

Tuefday  or  Wedncfday. 

The  Report  of  the  Election  Treating  Bill  was  read  and 

agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 

Tuefday  next,  if  then  engroITed. 

SLAVE   TRADE. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  rofei  in  confequence  of  his  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  purchafing 
Slaves  on  the  Northern  Diftrid  of  the  coaft  of  Africa.     He 
flated  the  nature  of  his  propofition  to  be  to  enable  the  Houfe 
the  better  to  uhderftand  the  fubjed,  and  likewife  ftated  from 
.the  calculations  of  Mr.  Norris  the  number  of  Negroes  taken 
from  different  parts  of  Africa,  and  by  whom,  csiqh  year ;  and 
then  obferved,  that  his  propoiition  went  to  abolilh  between 
a  tenth  and  eleventh  part  of  the  trade ;  that  was  about  7,200 
Negroes  from  the  Northen  Coaft  of  Africa,  the  whole  num- 
ber taken  from  all  parts  was  about  74,000  Negroes.     Of 
thefe  74000,  the  Brhifli  had  been  ufed  to  purchafe  38,000^ 
the  French  20,000,    and   other   European    nations   about 
16,000.    Thus  the  whole  number  which  IBritain  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  purchafing,  would  even,  after  this  bill 
ihouid  be  enaded,  be  moi'e  than  Britain  ufed  heretofore  to 
purchafe,  fmce  the  20,000  formerly  bought  by  France,  now 
added  to  the  number  which  might  be  carried  away  by  Great 
Britain.   He  obfcrved  upon  the  neceflity  of  this  meafure,  and 
the  propriety  of  doing  it  gradually,  as  admitted  even  by  the 
advocates  for  the  $lave  Trade,     He  did  not  like  thefe  mea- 
fures  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  Aflemblies  in  the  Weft  Indies; 
there  were  too  many  doubts  entertained  by  him  of  their  fin- 
cerity  about  the  abolition.   The  grounds  of  his  motion  were, 
that  this  meafure  was  only  to  give  fome  efFed  to  what  the 
Houfe  had  voted  already  ;  fecondly^  that  it  would  confer  a 
confiderable  benefit  on  Africa,  part  of  which  was  now  a 
little  accuftomed  to  commerce,  to  European  manners,  and 
to  civilization,  and  therefore  b^an  to  fee  the  advantages  of 
trading  in  fair  articles  of  traffic^  inftead  of  dealing  in  human 
>^  blood.     The  third  ground  was,  that  the  colpny  of  Sierra 
Le6ne  would  benefit  by  this  meafure,  and  Would  be  in  a 
dangerous  ftate  without  it.  The  Company  commenced  their 
operations  there  five  years  ago>  and  the  fum  fub&ribed  for  that  . 

purpof^ 
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Srpofe  Was  140,000!.  only,  6Q^oodl.  of  which  was  now  left, 
e  dwelt  on  the  ben^t  wWch  It  would  do  to  the  colony  of 
Sierra  Leone,  the  obftacles  which  the  Slave  Trade  Tiad  pre- 
&Dted  to  its  prognrfe,  and  of -the  great  importance  which  it 
might  be  to  the  future  intereft  of  Africa  to  have  eftabliflied'a 
rolony  where  Europeans  Qiould  be  fettled,  where  cultivation 
«fid  a -trade  in  produce  and  general  induftry  fhoold  have  begun» 
and  from  wlience  civilization  might  extend  itfelf  to  the  more 
diftant  parts  of  the  Continent,  whenever  opportunity  fliould  be 
^ven  by  the  total  prohibition  of  the  Slave  Trade.    At  prefent^ 
lie  fatd,  there  was  the  created  danger,  left  every  attempt  made 
to  dvtli^e  Africa  (hould  be  abortive,  through  the  temptation  of 
gain,  whidi  the  Slave  Trade  prefented,  and  the  difadvantages   . 
under  which  mere  traders  in  produce  every  way  laboured. 
Europeans  of  good  charader  would  not  be  induced  to  fettle 
with  tbetr  families  in  Africa,  unlcfs  a  place  of  fecurity  was  af* 
forded  Aem,  and  i|n}efs  alfo  they  had  a  fair  chance  of  fucceed- 
in^  in  an  lioneft  commerce.     If  an  European  now  dealt  in 
Amcan  produce  only,  while  a  conTpetitor  who  lived  near  him 
dealt  in  produce  and  ilaves  alfo,  the  natives  who  brought  both 
articles  would  go  to  the  faflory  of  the  latter,  and  the  more 
confcientioos  European  would  carry  on  a  lofing  bufinefs  from 
this  caofe*    He  faid  the  bill  would  be  a  benefit  to  Africa,  as 
far  as  it  went,  and  that  the  Sierra  Leone  Company's  fervants 
would  take  care  to  inform  againft  thofe  perfons  who  Yhould  vio<* 
late  this  law,  ifit  (hould  be  enadled.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  trading 
in  Slaves  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  within  certain  limits,  and  that 
this  Houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee." 

General  Tarlet9n  faid,  he  had  the  fame  objeftions  to  this 
motion,  as  had  occurred  to  him  formerly  on  the  fuhjeft  of  Sierra 
Leone:  He  thought  that  the  prefent  was  an  improper  time 
for  fuch  a  motion  as  this*  It  was  true  the  Houfe  had  formerly 
voted  that  this  trade  (hould  be  abolifhed  by  a  time  which  was  . 
pafled,  but  they  did  fo  at  a  period  of  profound  peace,  and  they 
could  not  fbrefee  what  had  happened  in  the  courfe  of  this  cala- 
mitous war.  He  complained  of  the  unfairnefs  of  bringing  the 
prefent  matter  forward  fo  recently  after  the  Houfe  had  retufed 
to  aboliifa  the  trade.  He  thought  that  if  one  Member  brought 
in  a  bill  to  abolrfh  the  trade  in  the  North  part  of  Africa,  ano- 
ther might  do  the  fame  thing  in  the  middle,  and  another  in  the 
South,  fo  that  the  whole  trade  would  thus  be  done  a\*'ay>  al- 
thott^  the  Houfe  had  rcfufed  to  do  it  when  the  whole  quef- 
tion  was  before  them.  He  thought  that  fCich  queftions  as  thefe 
ihould  be  let  to  reft  until  peace ;  for  thefe  reafons  he  was  com- 
manded by  his  conftitaents  to  oppofe  the  motion. 

Vol.  IL  1798.  3M  Colonel 
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Colonel  Gafco'tgne  was  determined  to  give  all  motions  of  tiiis 
kind  hi^  hearty  oppofition.  The  prcfent  was  an  attempt  to  cf, 
fe<a  that  total  abolition  clandeftinely,  which  the  honourable 
Gentleman  oppoCte  to  him  could  not  accompli(h  in  an  opeo 
and  fair  way. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  profeffed  hirafelf  as  warm 
an  advocate  as  ever  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  altoge- 
ther^ and  declared  that  nothing  but  rcfj>e<a  for  the  dccifioD  of 
the  Houfe.prevented  him  from  laying  it  ought  to  be  aboliihed 
now ;  this  motion,  however,  was  not  inconfiftent  with  that 
decifion.  As  to  the  ncceffity  of  having  more  time,  be  ob* 
ferved  that  there  had  been  time  enough,  for  one  of  the  honour- 
able Members  for  Liverpool  had  inftrucaions  from  his  confti- 
tuents  to  oppofe  tlie  motion. 

Mr.  Scwell  was  of  opinion  that' the  motion  now  intended  to 
be  introduced  would  not  only  extend  to  a  diminution  of  one 
tenth  of  the  number  6f  flaves  now  purchafed,  but  it  wouU 
moreover  contraft  the  trade  to  one  third  of  the  African  coaft  • 
if  therefore -it  be  open  for  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  move 
for  its  prohibition  to  one  third  of  the  coaft,.  furely  it  would  be 
equally  open  to  another  to  move  for  prohibiting  it  m  the  ccn- 
tral  part,  and  for  ftill  another  Member  to  propofe  its  abolition 
m  the  fouthern  diftrift ;  but  undoubte.dIv  if  Gentlemen  Would 
but  attend  to  the  obvious  efFed  of  fuch  motions,  they  muft 
clearly  perceive  that  fuch  motions  muft  go  to  the  immediate 
and  total  abolition  of  the  trade  ;  but  tliis  was  evi4cntly  a  mo- 
tion wholly  incompetent  with  another  which  had  alreadv  been 
rejcded  this  feffion,  and  toentcrtjin  that  now  propofed  would 
be  opening  again  this  feffion  the  queftion  of  the  total  abolition- 
which  had  already  been  decided. 

Tht  Speaker  obferved,  that  tlie  motion  before  the  Houfe  was 
a  real  and  fubftantial  one,  though  indeed  Ibmewhat  too  wide- 
ly worded,  but  limited  and  qualified,  as  it  bad  been,  hv  the 
fpeech  of  the  honourable  Member  who  introduced  it,  it  were 
impoffible  to  confound  it  with  that  which  on  the  fubjca  of  the 
ilave  trade  the  Houfe  had  alieady  difpofed  of. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  explained  his  meaning  of  the  word  cLm- 
deftme.  ** 

Mr.  William  Smith  faid,  he  never  knew  of  a  propofition  of 
any  kmd  made  m  that  Houfe  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  flaves,  but  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  direScd  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  opfX)fe  it:  and  yet  it  was  to  the  inftruftions  of 
that  body,  Gentlemen  were  that  night  called  to  facrifice  a 
(jueftion  of  liuQianity. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  H.  Brau,nj  confeffed  that  the  prefcnt  motiw  arofe  from 
the  tejcaion  of  the  motion  for  the  abolition  of  thTfW  t„r 
but  .t  was  wholly  different  fn>m  that  motion,  and  5d  St' 
reqaentiy  be  now  entertained.  '^ 

Mr.  B.  £</«wr//s  faid,  that  undcrflandine,  as  he  did  i^; 
nata«  of  the  Bill  that  wa.  intended  to  £  "trSucS  hi 
would  not  only  not  oopofe  its  introcluaion.  but  he  woS'alfo 
vote  for  going  .nto  a  Committee,  if  he  faw  that  it  ient  Id 

s^arsS^XcKSgttsr^^^^^ 

^m^thataaua.d  the  Weft  iXK^tr?^^^^^^ 
effea  to  the  wife  and  humane-  intentions  of  the  ^^ouS}l 
Gentleman  who  wiAed  to  promote  the  civilizatbn  oTthe  Ne! 
groesmthe.r  native  land;  in  f„ch  an  attempt  the  reaf^tf 
every  man  muft  concur,  the  charitv  of  every  man  muftrl 
'w:d  ."-<«'{,!'%-*«  to  be  fuppofed  th7t7thThe  of  the" 

Ztt^^  T  *"'  »*'*'^'y  ^g'«d  «  «>  the  objea  of 

thispropoftl;  on  the  contrary,  they  differed  w«ely ;  SeJ 
were  anxK,us  for  every  improvement  that  could  be  endeavour 
ed  at  m  the  moral  education  of  the  Negroes,  and  it  w^fZLf* 
fible  for  any  man  of  fcnfe  or  huma-^ty  to  ^k  hSl 
fcheme.  The  prefent  motion  had,  then^fore,  hiTconcun^L 
The  qoellion  was  then  put  on  Mr.  H.  Thornton's  mTuo^* 
which  was  carried  without  a  divifion  The  HnnO. T  r  ' 
quently  refolved  itfelf  immediately  inta'CommitS fhi  ^ 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill.  * 

SLAVE    TRADE   CARRYING  BILL. 

foul'  fif *"»  '^•^T*  '^'^."  ™°*«J.  that  the  Houfe  do  now  re 
folveitfelf  into  a  Committee,  on  (he  Bill  for  reeuladZthe 
guality.of  the  n„pping  to  be  employed  in  CarryinXc  The 
Hogfe  refolved  .tfclf  accordingly  into  the  W cS^miSl! 

iMr.  m/i^  5«//Aproporad  a  cJaufe  for  making  the  cubical 
contents  between  decks,  the  criterion  of  thlfillv     r/i 
.nftead  of  their  extent  of  tonn^c  °^ '^^  ^''''f'  °f  fl»l». 

r^J^'^^^'^J\^f^r^>Cii,  th,c  the  attendance  was  too  thin 
for  a  fubjecl  of  this  importance  to  be  difcuffi:d  T^H  »k  / 
moved  that  the  Houfe  b?  counted  "buttrt^yS  Mt^tnZ" 
...g  found  prefent,  the  bufinefs  was  farther  pr^eedcd  on  and' 
ordered  to  be  again  conildered  pn  Thurfd.nynS,  after  which 
■t  was  again  moved  to  count  the  Houfe,  and  thirty"  e« 
Mcmbcrt..only  being  prefent,  an  adjournment  took  E       * 

3M2  HOUS^ 
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HOUSE  OF  IQKDS. 

Monday,  May  7, 

The  (Loyal  Aflent  was  given  by  Qomroiffion  to  the  I^oan 
Brll,.  the  Pri^  Caufes  fiilC  the  Bill  for  permitting  the  tnipG^- 
tation  of  certain  Commodities  into  cei^ain  of  the  Weft  IndUi 
likmds,;  and  the  I^eitb  Harixxir  Bill ;  ^ether  with  foyrteea 
bills  of  ^  private  or  local  defcription.  The  Lords  Cocnmif- 
iiners  on  this  occafioa  were,.  The  Lord  dha^Keilor,  the  Arcb- 
hiihop  of  Cant^irbury  and  the  £arl  of  Chefterfieldr 

The  varioiM  Bills  befi>re  die  Hou/e  were  forward^  iivtbeir 
refpeAive  ftages. 

Ti^  ^ori  $f  Qaruarv^  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Mi^llf, 
praying,  that  a  lift  amy  be  laid  before  the  (loufe  of  the  officers 
appointed  ^  the  SupplemenUry  Militisu  diftinguiftiing  the 
counties  to  which  they  belong,  whidi  was  ordered  siccordinglf. 

A  BiU  was  prefented  to  diffi>lve  the  marriage  of  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  with  Ann  Boteler,  his  now  wife.  The  fecond  read^v 
ing  of  which,  we  underftaod,  is  ^Hfid  for  Tuefiiay  the  ^5d)« 
inft. 

Mr.  Diftuits  from  the  Eaft  India  Houfe,  prefented  ceitaiQ 
annual  accounts  relative  to  the  Compai^y. 

Three  private  Bills  were  prefented  from  the  Houfe  of  GDm-r 
mons,  s|nd  read  a  ^rft  time ;  ajfter  whiph  their  Lordfliipi  ad- 
jourqed  tiU  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Atayj. 

Colonel  SmoUei  prefented  a  petition  and  memorial  on  bdialf 
of  the  freeholders,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  others  of  the 
county  of  Dumbarton ;  the  fubftance  of  which  ws^  That 
when  the  country  is  threatened  with  invafion,  the  menxsrt- 
ahfts  and  petitioners  obferye  with  fatisfa£lion  the  force  now  oolr 
le^ing  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
Government;  as  alfo  the  aoioqnt  of  the  fubfcriptions,  2cc. 
but  as  fuch  meafure  was  liable  to  fomc  qbje^ions,  they  think 
It  the  better  way  to  raife  in  future  theneccffary  fupplies  within 
the  year  without  any  loan.  Such  a  meafure  would  convince 
the  enemy  of  the  ftrength  of  our  rcfourccs.  They  therefore 
^  do  not  hefitate  to  recommend  a  drre6l  tax  on  all  property  real 

and  perfonal,  ac9ording  to  the  value.  That  a  fmall  tax  in  that 
way  on  each  perfon,  would  raife  very  large  fums  of  money, 
and  might  be  confidered  as  a  premivim  of  infurance  for  the  pro^ 
te£tion  of  property,  and  woul^  be  Ixttcr  than  any  other  mode 
that  could  be  devifed.  They  therefore  petition  the  Houfe,  that 
*  this 


Mat  7-1  VOOMALL'S  0A»LIAMBIITi^Y  REPORTS.  4^ 

ihis  plan  nuy  be  takea  into  coBfideratiaB^  and.  that  a  bill  tmy 
be  brought  in  for  a  ducd  tax  on  real  and^perfonal  eftate  of 
whatever  Ijind,  and  to  cootmue  t^e  fame  in  force,  if  necef- 
|ary»  diuing  the  prc£bi|t  war  wixh  Fcancet 

Mr.  £fuc/9n  Csiid,  that  be  could  niit  »llpw  th|s  jpetition  to 
have  a  queftion  put  upon  it^  without  eacpreifing  his  warmeft 
9^probation  of  its  priiuiipk* 

Oq  motion  that  it  be  broug}u  up,  it  was  agreed  to;  and 
being  read. 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  Houie  that  this  was  partly  a 
petition  apd partly  a  meoiosial ;  and  obiervedt,  that  the  HSouTe 
could  not  receive  it  a&  a  merooriaU  it  could  only  receive  it  tok 
a  petition.     Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tabic. 

POST   OFFICE. 

^.  HMoufe  faid,  as  the  right  boo.  the  Chanceller  of  the  - 
Exchequer  has  thought  proper  (I  kxv>w  not  oja  wh»t  ground) 
to  wMe  to  apply  for  a  reconuneadation  from  the  Throne  in 
t)ie  cafe  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  I  can  yet'  find  no  form  of  an 
addrefs,  which  is  at  the  fame  time  within  the  rules  of  the 
^oufe»  and  calculated  to  attain  the  end  I  have  in  view,  I 
sneaa  the  fulfilment  of  the  agreement  between  the  ChanccUox 
of  ti^  Exchequer  and  Mr.  ralmer,  I  feel  myfblf  under  the  ' 
ficc^ty  of  waving;  for  the  prefent,  the  motbn  which  flanda 
ifA  the  next  day*  I  wi(h,  however,  to  have  it  undqiijbad, 
that  Mfr  Palmer's  claim,  which,  in  my  judgment^  \i  founded 
on  ftriQ  juflice,  is  not  intended  to  be  abandoned;  but  the  in- 
veftigation  is  pf^Iy  propofed  to  be  delayed. 

The  &ieaker  and  the  Houfe  were  theo  fenunooed  to  the 
Houfe  ot  Peers,  to  hear  the  royal  aflent  given  to  certain  bill^ 

The  Spedker  having  r^t^^rn^  informed  the  Houfe  tha^  tbo 
royal  aflent  was  given  to  the  bill  for  raifing  three  nEiillioos  by^ 
way  of  annuities.  The  bill  for  declaring  the  validity  of  ihe 
Order  in  Council  relative  to  Prize  Caufes,  and  to  th^  biAfor 
improving  the  harbour  of  Leith. 

LAND   TAX-  REDEMPTION. 

Mr.  Rfffe  faid,  that  owing  to  the  unavoidable  abfence  of 
his  right  bon.  Friend,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  ho 
thought  it  would  be  advifable  to  poftpone  the  Lajod  Tax  biU 
till  Wedncfilay  next. 

Mr.  Tierftey  faid,  he  apprehended  it  could  make  but  little 
dfflerence  whether  the  Land  Tax  bill  was  to  be  brought  on 
the  next  day  or  Wednefday.  He  gave  notice  that'  he  Ihould 
certainly  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  cond«)£i  of 
Lord  Onflow  the  next  day. 

•    The 
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The  queftion  was  dien  put  for  taking  the  Land  Tax  bill 
into  fuither  confideration  on  WednelBay. 

Mr.  JMffe  complained  of  the  inconvenience  of  bringing 
gqitlemen  to  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  this  bufinefs,  and  then 
difappointing  them.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  matter 
would  come  on»  on  Wednefday  at  a  certainty. 

Mr.  R9j€  faid,  he  fliould  really  have  hoped  that  difficulties 
would  not  be  darted  in  this  cafe,  on  account  of  a  day  or  two. 
There  was  not  a  member  in  the  I]oufe  more  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  the  meafure  than  he  was ;  but  yet  he  could 
not  think  of^pledging  himfdf  for  its  coming  on,  on  Wednef- 
day ;  be  could  not  think  of  difcufling  the  matter  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  his  ri^  honourable  Friend,  it  was  of  too  much  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  JiUifft  faid,  he  did  not  prefs  any  thing ;  but  now  he 
muft  confider  the  bill  as  being  put  cSJifu  die. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  fubjed  of  Tanning 
Leather,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  in  further  confideration, 
and  to  be  printed. 

The  Lord  Mapr  cf  Lzndm  brought  up  a  bill  for  better  f^ 
gulating  the  affize  of  bread,  &c.  and  tor  punifliing  perfons 
who  (hall  adulterate  meal,  flour,  or  bread,  &c.  in  the  metro- 

Silis,  the  bills  of  mortality,  and  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal 
xchange,  &c.     Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  \ 
fccond  time,  and  to  be  printed. 

TEWKESBURY    ELECTION    CiJMMITJEE, 

Mr.  Cahert^  jun.  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Tewkefbury  eledion,  that  the  (itrtng  member  againft  whom 
the  petition  was  prefentcd,  was  duly  eleded ;  and  that  the 
petition  of  Peter  Aloore,  Efq.  and  others,  was  frivolous  and 
vexatious. 

The  Houfe,  on  motion,  odered  that  a  Committee  he  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  edimate  of  allowance  proper  to  he 
made  to  fubaltcrn  officers  in  time  of  peace. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  priibncrs  of  war^  was  ordered  to 
be  recommitted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  altering  the 
provtfion  of  the  Land  Tax  bill,  with  r^ard  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  Commiflioners,  was  brought  up.  Several  claufes 
were  oflfered  by  Mr.  Ryder,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe ; 
after  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  thp 
next  day,  if  then  engroflcd. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  ^;/<bn)Ught  up  the  bill  for  Appropriating  2001O00I. 
a  ytzt  for  the  redu£iion  of  the  tiational  debt.  Read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered-t9  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day.     v 

The  bin  tdP0  better  encouragenient  of  the  Southern 
Whifc  £tili^f  went  through  a  Committei^  of  the  whole  * 
Hovi|fiffilnd  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 

*  i^r.  Dent  prefemed  a  petition  from  the  Corporation  of 
Lancafter  agaat^  the  Lancafter  Quartcir  Seflion  Bill ;  which, 
after  a  (hoff  converfation,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

l*be:blli  for  continuing  certain  regulations  for  the  encour- 
agenient  of  the  Britifli  Fifheries»  y/zs  ordered  to  be  commit-r 
te0  tb  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 
ft"  Mr.  ffUler/orce  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  the  next  day 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  for  empowering 
magiftrates  to  order  cofts  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanour,  to  be 
paid  out  of  county  rates. — Ordered. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferredi  and  the  Houfe 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  May  8. 

FEEHACF.  OP  BELHAVEN  AND  STENTON. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  , 
Lord  fFalJtngham  in  the  chair. 

The  confider^tion  of  the  claim  of  William^  Hamilton,  of 
Wiibaw,  in  the  county  of  Lanerk,  to  the  above  title  being 
refumed,  Meflrs.  Adam  and  Tait,  the  claimant's  coimreU 
were  heard  at  confiderable  length,  in  fupport  of  the  evidence 
adduced  in  behalf  of  the  pretenfions  of  that  gentleman. 

Their  Lordfhips  then  poftponcd  the  further  hearing  of  the 
cafe  till  Tuefday  next ;  after  which  the  Houfe  was  refum- 
cd,  and  the  various  bills  upon  ttie  table  were  forwarded  in 
their  refpc£live  (lages. 

Among  thefe  was  the  commitment  of  the  Alien  bill ;  ia 
which  proceeding 

The  Lfitd  Chancellor  fuggeded  an  amendment,  which 
ilnick  him  as  neceifary  in  the  meafure  in  queftion  which  his 
Lordfliip  dated  fully.  His  obfervations  tended  chiefly  to 
point  out  the  great  room  which  obtained  for  evafion  under 
the  a£t  as  it  tiien  flood,  by  the  obje£ls  of  it  defeating  its  ope- 
tations,  by  means  of  fi£litious  arreAs.  He  indanced  a  par* 
ticular  cafe,  that  of  the  pcrfon  called  CoMpt  Zcnobio,  who 

contrived 
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c0cittiiMe4  itwam 4^pn^nSt  his  flay  hi  ^e  oontitrj^  and  fo  far 
«>  Mem  tfce  iiMbm  of  fbe  BUI ;  he  procitred  his  strreft  bj  cer-» 
ta'tncrettM^  liihom  (it  was  tojx  foppolied*}  hedidncft  find  h 
bard  «9  4cal  «rilh.  The  olge€ki!tf  the  daufe  be  woald  propofe 
WK  to  xpunteraift  the  intention  of  thde  proceedings.  His 
LordiUp  dwn  frqjofed  the  introduStion  oTa  clanfe  enafiingto 
this  effed,  which  meeting  the  concurrence  ^fthe  Commictee* 
ii  was  recetircd,  and  ordered  to  (land  tind  malce  part  of  the  bill. 
Mr*  W.  £^i/ptdented  from  the  Motrfe  of  Commons  the 
&U  £»r  amending  the  Land  Tax  Clomitiifljotiers  Name  Bifl, 
.  which»  with  two  pvivate  %ill8,  that  were  fiMequentlj  biought 
Dp,  was  read  «  .^rft  time,  and  thetr  Lordfliips  adjoamed  viU 
the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TuEspAY,  Mty  8. 

The  bill  Foraltering^e  qualification  of  the  Land  Tax  Cooh 
miffioners,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confidcr  of  pro- 
per allowances  to  be  made  to  Subalterns  in  time  of  peace,  was 
brought  up  and  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

A  MeiTage  from  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  their  Lordfliips 
had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  preventing  any  property  to  be  fent 
to,  or  transferred  to  the  tiames  of  any  perfons  under  the  domi- 
nions of  the  perfons  exercifing  the  power  of  Government  in 
Switzerland,  &c.  and  to  feveral  privatebills. 

Lord  Belgraue  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  'dmd 
reading  of  the  bill  to  prevent  treating  at  ele6tions. 

Mr.  Simeon  repeated  his  objedions  to  fome  of  the  pitnriiknis 
of  the  bill,  ahhoiigh  he  did  not  call  for  a  divifion  upon  the 
queftbn. 

X.ord  Belgrave  replied  to  tl^e  obfervations  of  the  honourable 
and  learned  Gentleman ;  after  which  the  bill  was  read  a  Aird 
time  and  pafied. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/hington  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
preventing  of  fraud  in  packing  butter,  &c.  read  a  firiV  time, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday  next,  and  to  be 
printed. 

PROTECTION   OF   COMMERCE. 

The  ChaneeUor'tff  the  Exchequer  h\A^  it  was  his  intention  to 
move,  in  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  on  Friday  next,  to  confi« 
der  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  a  Supply,  a  tefolution 
grounded  on  a  meafure  which  be  bad  hinted  at  in  the  opening 

the 
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the  Ways  and  Meaiis  of  the  year,  relative  to  an  infurance  duty 
cm  Imports  and  Exports.  He,  therefore,  now  moved  that  the 
Houfe  do,  on  Friday  next,  refelve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whok  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  meafure  for  the  more  efiec* 
tual  prpt»9ion  cS  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  country 
during  the  War — carried. 

SILVER   COIN. 

The  CbanceU^r  of  the  Exchequtr  brought  up  a  Copy  of  his 
Majefty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  of  May,  1798,  relative 
to  the  ^te  of  the  coin,  and  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Mint* 
Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

.The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  in  comtemplation 
to  e](amioe  into  the  ftate  of  the  Silver  Coin,  to  make  a  new  Sil- 
ver Coin,  and  to  make  fome  alteration  with  refpcdl  to  the  Mint. 
From  the  quantity  of  filver  now  in  this  country,  a  great  deal 
of  it  might  be  brought  in  and  coined,  as  the  Mint  was  at  pre- 
fent  condituted  without  any  regard  to  a  future  plan  for  coining ; 
one  objeA  that  he  had  in  view  was  to  reftrain  the  power  of  lb 
coining  Silver  until  any  enquiry  (hould  be  made  into  themat- 
ter  by  Parliament. 

LORD  LIEUTENANT  OF  SURRY. 
Mr  Tiernej  then  rofe.  He  gave  notice,  he  faid,  on  a  for- 
mer day,  that  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
condu^  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry  ;  ht 
now  proceeded  upon  that  fubjedi.  It  was  a  meafure  which  no« 
thin^  but  the  fenfe  of  duty  would  induce  him  to  bring  it  for- 
ward, for  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juftice  to  recolIe£l,  that 
daring  the  whole  of  this  Seflion  of  Parliament  no  motion  of  his, 
had  impeded  the  bufinefsof  the  Houfe ;  he  had  contented  himfelf 
with  only  oppofing  a  few  meafures  which  bethought  ought  not 
to  have  pafiedf  and  that  he  had  done  fparingly,  on  account  ot 
the  critical  fituation  of  the  country ;  under  other  circumftanceg 
of  the  country,  his  oppoiition  to  the  condu£l  of  Minifterfl 
would  have  been  more  frequent ;  but  the  fituation  in  which  he 
ftood,  and  his  duty  towards  the  public  at  large,  and  the  great 
borough  which  he  reprefented,  made  him  feel  that  he  (hould 
fiili  dilcharge  his  duty  either  to  the  pubic  at  large,  to  the  peo« 
pie  whom  he  immediately  reprefented,  mada  him  ftU  Mutiit 
flieolAill  difehaigij  his  duty  etlhcT  tu  iht  public  Jllarge,  tft  tli^  , 
peopU  wlieui  lie  mimtdiatgly  rapreftnttd,  or  to  himfelf,  if  he 
did  not  call  the  attention  of  that  Houfe  to  the  matter  which  he 
was  now  about  to  fubmit  to  its  confideration,  at  an  hour  of 
imminent  danger,  not  only  to  fome  individuals,  but  even  to  the 
Empire  itfclf.  It  was  in  the  recoUedlion  of  the  Houfe,  that 
not  many  weeks  ago  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  to  enable 
Vol.  U.  1789.  3  N  hit 
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his  Majcfty  the  ixior^  effcflually  to  provide  for  the  defence  and 
fecurity  of  the  R^alm.  When  that  hill  was  btougbt  forwaniy 
be  did  what,  under  fimilar  circumftanceSi  betrufted  he  always 
ibould  dot  fupport  the  Executive  Government  ifn  the  hour  of 
oeceflity  in  mf^dfiires  calculated  for  the  fafety  of  the  country, 
and  therefore  he  was  among  the  formoft  to  ^ve  a  cordial  ap-* 
probation  to  that  meafure:  there,  was  one  point,  however, 
which  he  could  not  then  help  remarking  to  the  Houfe  as  rery 
necefiary  to  be  attended  to ;  and  he  called  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  it,  as  a  thing 
which  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  bill ;  he  meant  th^ 
part  which  dire£led  that  the  names  of  thofc  who  (hould  enroll 
fhcmfelvcs  under  the  proviGons  of  the  bill  (hould  be  pub- 
liihed.  He  thought  there  was  an  indelicacy,  and  perhaps  fome 
danger  in  tliat  part  of  the  bill,  infomuch  that  it  will  tend  to 
create  an  invidious  diftinSion  between  thofe  who  entered  and 
thofe  who  did  not,  or  between  thofe  who  entered  readily,  and 
rhofe  who  were  more  flovv  in  entering ;  there  might  be  fome 
<^ho  were  not  inclined,  and  many  to  whom  it  was  jncon- 
vement,  to  enter,  either  from  domcftic  or  other  circumftances ; 
but  who  neverthelefs  were  as  well  afFefted  towards  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  country,  as  thofe  who  were  more  confpicuous 
in.  their  condudt  towards  the  general  defence.  Thcfe  per^ 
6ins  did  not  with  to  pledge  themfelves  to  come  forward  upon 
t^)e  commencer^ent  of  the  meafure,  although  ready  for  the  hour 
of  danger.  He  therefore  wifhed  that  the  names  (hould  not  be 
puUiflied,  becaufe  he  wi(hed,  as  he  had  faid  already,  to  s^void 
every  thing  that  fhould  tend  to  create  an  invidious  didindion 
between  the  people  of  this  country.  His  objedi  was  attained  in 
this  particular;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  waved  that 
pgrt  of  the  bill  ;  thus  his  fingle  objedlion  being  done  away,  he 
toted  for  the  whole  of  the  bill ;  not  indeed  that  he  faw  any  ab^ 
folute  neccffity  for  ihe  hill :  for  he  thought  that,  in  cafe  of  atx 
invaGon,  the  Royal  Pi-cix)gative  had  the  very  power  which  the 
bill  was  intended  to  confer ;  but  he  voted  for  the  bill,  becaufe 
his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  others,  whofe  opinions  ought  to 
fee  of  more  weight  than  his,  thought^thc  bjll  neceCTary ;  and 
Uierefore  he  deferred  to  their  authority.  Wliile  he  thus  voted 
l^iwever,  he  little  thought  he  was  giving  his  fupport  to  a  biU» 
that  was  to  be  ufed  for  cadiug  an  odium  on  thofc  who  offered 
tjicir  fervices  for  the  defence  of  Uieir  country.  Such  however 
j^is  the  cafe  with  refpe£k  to  what  happened  to- a  vaft  portion  of 
his  conftitucnts ;  in  the  Borough,  a  very  large  body  of  men 
on  whom  there  neither  was,  nor  could  be  any  imputation 
whatever;  were  told  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  coun- 
ty, that  they  were  not  fit  pcrfons  for  the  fcryice  of  his  Majefty, 

When 
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When  he  gave  his  vote  fcr  the  bill,  he  gave  it  cordially  ;  tior 
did  be  conceive  it  fufficient  to  give  a  mere  vote  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  upon  inch  a  fubje<^  ;  he  profeiTod  what  he  felt ; 
a  jeadinefs  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  defend  the  coun*« 
try  in  every  way  he  was  able ;  therefore,  sis  far  as  l^is  means' 
would  ailowy  he  followed  that  vote  up  by  a£lions;  he  loft  no- 
time  either  in  doing  fo.  God  knew  his  means  were  limitted 
to  a  frnaU  oompafs ;  he  had  no  places  to  give,  no  influence  or 
controol  of  any  kind.  He  had  not  been  in  a  fituation  to  confer 
any  favours,  nor  was  he  in  a  fiiuation  to  which  any  part  of  the 
country  would  look  up ;  but  the  befl;  ufc  he  could,  he  did 
make  of  his  iituation-^he  called  on  that  part  of  the  com*  . 
munity  which  he  might,  without  much  vanity,  fuppofe  to 
have  KHne  attachment  to  him ;  and«  whatever  might  be  the 
event  of  his  motion  that  night,  the  kindnefs  with  which  he 
was  received  by  bis  conftituents  he  fliould  never  forget  He 
thanked  them,  and  he  knew  the  country  would  do  fo ;  but  as 
their  oSbrs  were  unavailing,  he  ought  to  take  care  that  in  their 
charaiSers  they  ftiould  not  be  lofers  by  Hieir  confidence  in 
bim.  In  the  Borough,  \^ich  he  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
fent,  it  was  well  known  that,  in  confequence  of  a  great  and 
violent  heat  kindled  at  the  ele(^on,  by  circumdances  to  which 
it  was  unneceOary  to  allude,  a  confiderable  portion  of  perfonal 
animofity  appeared ;  it  had  always  lieen  his  wifls  to  quiet  it  as 
far  as  he  could  ;  and  he  had  a&ed  upon  that  wiHi.  He  would 
defy  any  man  to  fay  that  he  did  any  thing  that  had  a  tendency 
to  revive  political  feuds  in  the  Borough  ;  he  was  in  hopes  that 
the  political  fpirit  of  diflenrion  from  each  other,  was  in  a  great 
degeec  fubfided  ;  but  although  this  was  his  wifti  and  fuch  his 
conduct,  he  would  not  have  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
(die  Chanrellor  of  the  Exchequer)  fuppofe,  that  he  had  al- 
tered his  political  tenets ;  on  the  contrary,  he  always  Oiould 
adhere  to  them,  and  fo  he  believed  would  tJiofe  whom  he  re- 
prefcnted,  and  however  unfaihiouablc  their  fentiments  might 
he  in  that  Houfe,  he  was  perfuaded  there  was  not  an  intelli- 
gent and  honed  man  in  the  kingdom  who  would  think  that 
tiicy  were  the  lefs  to  be  trufted  bccaufe  they  did  not  conceal 
their  fentiments. 

There  were  one  or  two  meetings  in  the  Borough  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  confidering  the  beft  mod^  of  offering  their  fervices  to 
his  Majcfty.  Such  meeting  he  attended  ;  ftanding  as  he  did, 
lie  was  fure  he  was  liable  to  no  unfavourable  imputation,  and 
heoughtto  ftatc  the  ground diftinftly  on  which  he  offered  his 
fervices,  he  ftated  that  he  had  not,-  in  the  moment  of  aferm  ot 
panic,  altered  his  opinion  of  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

3  N  2  or 


46o  WOODFALL'S  PAKLIAMEKTARY  KBPOTS.       [CmCMtt*; 

or  abandoned  the  principles  which  recommended  him  to  biaoon* 
ftitaents,  he  meant  an  attachment  to  the  principle  of  a  parlia^ 
mentary  reform  ;  his  defire  was  that  there  (hoald  not  be  anf 
thing  liKe  difference  of  opinion-expfeiled  at  the  meeting  that  was 
held  in  the  Borough ;  he  propofed  that  they  (hould  adopt  a 
refolution  that  they  would  with  one  arm  and  one  heart  refift 
the  common  enemy,  which  the  meeting  adopted  immediately } 
in  confequence  of  which,  as  there  was  nothing  fpedfic  befoiv 
them,  the  meetinfi^  immediately  adjourned;   confidently  with 
thefe  objects  they  had  performed  their  duty  tbemfelves;  confift* 
iiently  with  thefe  obje6b  no  miin's  political  opinions  were  to  be 
inquired  into  ;  there  was  no  i)olittcal  creed  to  be  fubfcribed  to, 
hut  the  afibciation  was  to  be  as  general  as  poffible.    With  thiv 
view  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  like  other  ailbdatkms, 
which  he  believed  had  met  his  Majefty's  approbation ;  focb 
he  took  to  be  AJe  cafe  with  refped  to  the  afibciation  in .  the 
town  of  Hampftead. 

Here  he  entered  into  the  nature  of  tlie  relblotions  vpteJ  at 
the  Three  Tuns  Tavern  at  St.  Margaret's  Hill  in  the  Bo- 
rough, and  trufted  that  the  Houfe  would  excufc  him  from  en- 
tering into  detail.     The  firft  refolution  was — 

That  we  deeply  deplore  the  alarming  criiis  to  which  his  Majefty^s  Mt- 
ntftera  had  unhappily  brought  our  country. 

He  muft  be  a  caviller  indeed  who  could  find  fault  with  fuch 
a  refolntion.  It  was  afterwards  refolved  that  a  igeneral  afibci- 
ation fhould  be  entered  into,  confiding  of  houieholders ;  and 
in  order  to  guard  again  ft  the  admifiion  of  improper  perfons,  pn>- 
vifion  was  made  that  if  any  who  were  not  houfeholders  ihoald 
be  propofed,  (as  there  might  be  many  who  were  not  houfe- 
holders, who  were  yet  very  refpe<5iable  perfons)  that  they 
fhould  not  be  admitted  tmlefs  recommended  by  two  houfe* 
holders,  and  then  to  be  admitted  only  by  ballot.  They  then 
refolved  as  follows: 

That  trae  to  our  duty  as  Engliflimen,  and  faithful  to  our  domeftlc  ties. 
we  will  chearfully,  and  at  our  own  expence,  contribute  our  proportion  of 
^erfonal  fervtce  whenever  the  hour  of  a£lual  invafion  fliall  ariive  i  refcrving 
toourfelves  the  right  to  conAder  of  the  propriety  of  extending  our  exertioas 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark  as  circumftances  may  render 
it  expedient. 

He  would  not  have  Gentlemen  think  that  this  aflbciatioa 
was  in  uny  degree  different  from  other  aidbciations,  nor  was  it 
intended,  to  do  more,  than  to  prepare  a  plan  of  affixriation, 
which  was  to  be  tranfinttted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county,  and  fubmittedto  his  Majefty's  approl^tk>n^  which  wa$ 
evident  by  the  following  refolution  x 

That 
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That  a  Committee*  confifting  of  twenty,  be  now  named »  for  the  pur* 
poTe  of  carrying  the  above  refolutions  into  effieCl  $  add  that  they  do  prepare 
a  plan  of  aflbciation  for  that  purpofe  (for  the  ajpprobation  of  bis  Majetry,) 
wbkh  ibey  are  to  liibmit  to  the  fan^ion  of  a  futote  meeting,  to  be  caUed 
at  ibon  as  it  it  poffible  that  fuch  Committee  can  be  prepared  with  the  fame. 
Committee  named  accordingly. 

There  never  was  any  idea  whatever  of  preventing  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  from  tranfmitting  to  his  Majefty  the  names  of  thofe 
who  were  propofed  to  become  officers ;  nor  was  there  any  idea 
whatever  of  tranfgreffing  the  laws  in  this  more  than  in  other 
affociations. 

The  next  refolution  dated. 

That  whatever  grievances  we  may  feel,  or  whatever  reform  we  may 
conceive  oorfelves  to  fhmd  in  need  of,  we  will  firmly  refifl  all  foreign  in<r 
terierence,  and  cordially  co-operate  to  proiefl  our  country  from  ^ny  hoftile 
atta^  of  the  French  RrpubUc. 

That  ou^  lives  are  at  the  (enrice  of  our  King  and  country,  for  the  pur* 
pole  of  repelling  an  invading  enemy. 

This  they  intended  to  do,  by  ading  In  obedience  to  officers 
appointed  with  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty ;  nor  was  there 
any  thing  in-  thcfe  refolutions  that  could  convey  ahy  alarm  of 
any  perfon,  except  to  the  very  fcrupulous  and  delicate  Lord 
Lientenant  of  the  county.  Nor  could  there  be  any  obje£tion 
dated  againft  the  plan  of  the  aflTociatiou  on  account  of  expence ; 
becaufe  the  whole  was  agreed  to  be  defrayed  by  the  aflbciation 
itfeif.  Nor  was  any  thing  to  be  done  in  defiance  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  for  George  Tierney  was  defired  to  wait  upon  his 
Lordflitp,  to  flate  the  whole  of  tns  proceedings.  Such  was  the 
plan  of  the  aflbciation  for  the  better  def<^nce  of  the  country, 
itmited  in  its  exertion  to  the  Borough  of  Southwark  ;  refolving 
lobe  ready,  in  cafe  of  a£tual  danger;  defraying  the  expence 
therafelvcs;  providing  that  his  Majefly  fliould  have,  as  he 
ought  to  have,  controul  over  them ;  that  no  officer  ihould  be 
appointed  oyer  them  but  with  his  Majcfty's  approbation.  The 
plan  being  drawn  up,  he  enclofed  it  in  a  letter  diredled  to 
Lord  Onflow,  requefiing  that  his-4x)rdfliip  would  fubmit  it 
for  his  Majefty's  approbation.  The  plan  was  unanimoufly  ap- 
proved of;  and,  when  he  faid  unanimoufly,  he  ought  to  add, 
that  the  invitation  to  the  meeting  was  general ;  and  that  all  de* 
icriptions  of  perfons,  without  any  diflmdtion  in  politics,  were 
invited  to  it;  otherwife  it  might  be  conceived  by  fome  thnt  the 
unanimity  was  owing  to  the  meeting  being  compofed  entirely 
of  his  friends.  In  fa^,  perfons  of  different  ways  of  thinking 
in  politics  did  attend :  fome  alterations  were  propofed  to  the 
plan  ;  and  they  were  adopted.  Others  might  have  been  a- 
dopted  if  they  were  material :  no  matter  whence  they  came ; 
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hcf  as  Chairman,   would  never  have  fuflFered  political  qpi- 
nions  to  influence  his  conduft  at  fuch  a  meeting.     He  alfo  in 
his  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  inforaied  his  JLord(hip,  that 
if  he  dcfired  any  farther  information  upon  the  fubjc6k,  he  fliould 
be  very  happy  to  give  it  him.   The  noble  Lord  had  taken  upon 
himfelf,  to  reje6l  the  ofFcrs  of  the  fervicesof  this  refpedable 
meeting,  for  reafons  that  could  not  be  good  ;  for  if  any  part  of 
the  plan  which  was  fubmitted  to  his  Lordfliip  appeared  to  him 
improper,  he  might  have  fuggeded  his  opinion  upon  it.    No 
rational  fuggeftion  that  he  could  have  made  would  have  pafled 
unattended  to;    he  could  have  propofled . nothing  reafonable 
which  the  meeting  would  not  have  been  ready  to  adopts  all 
difficulties  would  have  been  done  away.     Me  had  heard  it  faid 
that  a  meeting  in  the  parifties  would  have  been  better  than 
this  general  one  ;  to  that  there  would  have  been  no  objeAion» 
had  his  Lordfhip  condefcended  to  fuggeft  it.     He  had  heard  ic 
faid,  that  he  caufed  this  meeting  to  be  convened  from  a  nib- 
tive  of  ambition  ;  that  indeed  he  wanted  to  be  Colonel ;  he 
had  no  fuch  intention  ;  if  he  had  been  deGrous  of  being  a  mi- 
litary commander,  he  would  have  endeavoured  to  procure  for 
his  military  exertions,   a  larger  fpace  than  was  afforded  in 
£lackman-flreet,  in  the  Borough.     Ail  he  a&ed  on  the  part 
of  the  Aflbciation  was,  that  their  offers  would  have  been  cor- 
dially received,  for  they  were  cordially  made  ;,  but  the  noble 
Lord  was,  fome  how  or  other,  lamentably  deceived.     The 
letter  he  wrote  to  the  noble  Lord  requefted  an  early  anfwer,  bc- 
cau(e  the  general  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  following  Tuef- 
day  night.  This  was  not  too  much  to  require ;  fctiing  politenefs 
afide,  however,  fliortly  after,  he  received  a  letter  from  his 
LfOrdft^ip,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  communicatiou, 
and  afTurlng  him  that  he  would  let  him  know  the  refult  after 
the  Secreury  of  iState  had  perufed  the  plan.     He  waited  four 
days,  but  waited  in  vain,  for  a  couclufive  anfwer  fi*om  his 
Lordihip,     The  meeting  was  held  on  Tuefday,  purfuant  to 
the  adjournment,  and  was  again  adjourned  for  want  of  an  an- 
fwer from  Lord  Onflow.     On  the  26tli  lie  received,  a  letter 
from  Lor^  Onflow,  intimating  that  all  plans  of  aflbciations 
muft  be  fubmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by^the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ;  that  be  was  receiving  other  offers  from  the  Borough 
of  Southwark.     By  this  it  was  manifeft  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  no  intentioi}  of  accepting  the  fcrvices  of  this  meeting.    He 
did  hot  know  that  MiniAers  had  had  any  hand  whatever  in  in* 
flucncing  the  conduft  of  hjs  Lordfliip.     He  was  to  prefum^ 
the  noble  Lord  afted  entirely  from  the  fuggeftions  of  his  own 
mind,  and  therefore  he  brought  no  charge  againft  any  other 
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gcrion.  WJiQ  told  Lord  Onflow  that  other  plans  were  form- 
ing, he  did  not  know.  That  no  ofFer  of  fervice  ihould  be 
conGdered  a^  a  fettled  plan  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  what 
hcadcniued  to  be  jufl,  but  that  the  fketch  of  a  plan  ihouIJ  be 
fubmitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  firfi  inflance  was 
what  he  denied  ;  (llll  more  did  he  deny,  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant (bould  be  the  perfon  that  was  to  judge  of  the  fincerity 
of  tbofe  who  entered  into  the  refolutions.  He  did  not  know 
how  Jie  gpt  them  ;  never  from  him  ;  ^nd  for  aught  his  Lord- 
ihip  knew,  they  might  have  been  a  forgery  ;  not  'that  he  was 
deaytng  the  refolutions;  on  the  contrary,  he  avowed  them  ;^ 
but  he  was  fpeaking  now  ot  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings; 
and  his  Lordihtp  might  as  well  have,  been  properly  informed 
vpon  dut  tx£t.  Lord  Onflow*  however, '  was  not  fati^Hed 
with  being  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the.  county  of  Surry,  he  chofe 
tai^^  a.Cabinet  Minifter ;  he  took  uponhimfelf  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  body  of  houfeliolders  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark 
was  a  fit  body  to  be  inroUed  for  the  defence  of  their  country. 
Where  the  noble  Lord  fcarned  this  doflrine,  he  did  not  know; 
hardly  from  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  other 
ilde  of  the  Houfe,  after  what  he  }iad  learned  from  him  upon 
that  fubje£t ;  and  he  would  fay,  that  this  behaviour  of  the 
Lord  LieutenaiU  of  the  county  of  Surry  was  cruelly  unjufl 
to  tlie  in^bitants  of  the  Borough  of  South v/ark.  From  the 
t'mie  he  had  been  lad  fpeaking  oN  to  the  4th  of  May,  he  re- 
ceived no  anfwer  .from  Lord'  Onflow,  and  he  now  difcovered 
that  an  other  party  rofe  up  in  oppofition  to  the  former  ;  and 
that  the  objection  .of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  not  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  fervice  offered,  but  to  the  perfon  who  propofed  it  ; 
not  becaufe  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  were  inaproper,  but 
becaufe  George  ^ierncy  vyas  in  the  chair.  Parifh  meetings 
were  held ;  in  one  of  which  very  refpediable  Gentlemen  ap- 
peared, to  whom  he  could  have  no  objection,  nor  to  any 
other  parifh  meetings,  except  a  general  objeftion,  that  the  ap-  ^ 
pearatice  of  unanimity,  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  dedrahle  ^t 
at  fuch  a  moment  as  this,  was  deftroyed  by  this  proceeding  ; 
the  impropriety  of  which  he  charged  upon  Lord  Onflow. 
The  very  delay  which  this  mode  occaGoned,  was  contrary  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ;  thp 
leading  feature  of  which  was,  that  his  Majefly  (hould  avail  him-  . 
felf  ot  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  his  faithful  fubje£ts  as  fpeedily 
as  pdflible.  He  was  afraid,  diat  if  enquiry  were  had  into 
this  matter,  it  would  turn  out,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
Wstt  in '  treaty  with  fomc  party  or  other  to  get  rid  of  the 
offer  of  the    fervi^es  of  the    inhabitants  .of  the   Borough 
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of  Southwatky  as  agreed  upon  at  the  general  Meeting.  He 
repeated  an  account  of  the  meeting  and  the  delays  which 
Lord  Onflow  occafioned.  He  admitted  that,  in  conicquence 
of  this,  another  meeting  was  held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  warmth  of  language 
againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county.  He  begged  per- 
miffion  to  a0L,  if  the  inhabitants  df  the  Borough  were  not  to  be 
juftified  for  ufin  g  warm  language  after  fuch  treatment  f  What 
could  Lord  Onl&w  be  dreaming  of  all  this  time ;  why  ihould 
he  wilfully  and  Wantonly  refute  to  return  an  anfwer  for  ib 
many  dayis?  He  apprehended  that  much  more  mifchief  was 
done  by  tuch  condud  as  this,  and  that  he  was  not  aiktng  too 
much  when  he  afked  Lord  Onflow  to  explain  it ;  fbr,  af^r  fo 
much  delay,  the  noble  Lord  at  laft  came  to  a  dired  itfafal  of 
the  fervicesof  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  offered  as  be  had 
already  ftated.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  that  the  true  objeAof  Lord 
Onflow  in  reje&ing  thefe  fervices,  was  on  account  of  the  meet- 
ing not  having  exprefled  their  readinefs  to  be  adive  in  fuppref- 
fing  riots,  as  well  as  being  ready  in  cafe  of  an  invafion.  Such 
an  obje£Uon  was  ridiculous,  becaufe  fuch  a  fervice  was  unne- 
ceflary,  the  law  of  the  land  being  already  fufficient  for  that 
purpofe.  He  then  ftated  the  laft  letter  of  Lord  Onflow  upon 
this  fubjcA,'  in  whjiph  he  faid,  that  after  perufing  the  letten 
ient  by  Mr.  Tiernev,  he  could  not  confiftently,  with  his  own 
opjnioi^,  recommena  the  oflFers  of  fervices  contained  id  it.  His 
reafons  muft  be,  becaufe  the  fervices  were  tendered  by  a  par- 
ticular defcription  of  men.  What  reafon  had  he  for  not  think- 
ing himfelf  juftified  in  recommending  their  fervices?  He 
knew  of  nothing ;  he  dared  not  alledge  any  thing  againft  them. 
He  would  lay  tfiis  letter  before  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
of  Southwark ;  but  before  he  did  fo,  he  thought  it  prc^r  to 
ftate  its  contents  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  before  they 
refufed  to  enter  into  an  enquiry  upon  the  fubje6l  matter  of  it, 
ought  to  paufe  for  awhile.  They  ought  to  paufe  indeed,  be- 
fore they  determined  that  large  bodies  of  men,  who  may  be  of 
opinion,  that  bis  Majefty's  Minifters  had  brought  this  country 
into  a  calamitous  (ituation,  and  publicly  declared  ib^  have  not 
the  good  of  their  country  at  heart.  He  then  proceeded  to  read 
the  fcvcral  refolutions  of  the  meetings  in  the  Borough. — ^Thc 
one  was, 

Refolved,  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  alarming  crifis  to  wiiicfa  his  Mi- 
jcfty*t  Minifters  b^ve  unhappily  brought  our  country. 

There  was  not  one  word  in  that  Refolution  vvbich  ccuU 
not  be  defended.     It  faid  nothing  againft. the  Chancei. or 

cf 
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of  the  Exchequer,  in  point  of  profufion  of  public  expenditure ; 
it  faid  nothing  of  his  profefCons  in  the  early  part  of  his  political 
life  ;  it  did  not  charge  him  with  apoftacy,  or  having  in  any  de- 
gree deferted  his  former  principles. 
The  next  Refolution  was — 

That  w<  are  unalterabW  of  optDjon,  that  a  fair  Repreientation  of  the 
People  is  cfTentially  neceilary  to  the  welfkie  ancl  Hberties  of  thefe  King- 
doms :  an  opinion  ftrengthened  by  the  biir^ieos  we  have  recently  been  made 
to  bear,  and  by  the  painful  coafidoation  of  what  England  is,,  compared 
with  what  England  was. 

Whether  thefc  were  proper  words  or  not  he  did  not  know ; 
but  certain  it  was,  they  were  adopted  in  conformity  to  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentlman  hiiiifelf  had  faid.     He  apprehended 
thattbc  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  would  not  fay, 
tliat  England  is  what  England  was.     He  would  alk  any  man 
ivhether  perfons  of  difiisrent  political  opinions  might  not  hav« 
equally  honeft  wifliea  fior  the  fefc<y  of  their  country?  Whe- 
ther there  was  in  thefe  R^folutions  one  word  that  ought  to 
alarm  any  man  ?  Thofe  who  entered  into  thefe  Refolutions^ 
Oated  that  they  were  not  friends  to  the  prefent  Minifters.  Did 
that  render  die  oflFer  of  their  fervices  to  their  country  the  left 
Valuable  i  They  dated  that  they  were  friends  to  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reform.     Did  that  render  the  offer  of  their  fervices  to 
their  country  the  lefs  valuable  ?  J^t  the  C^ncellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer remember  what  Barras  faid  upon  jme  Reformers  of  this 
irountry ;  'that  they  are  all  of  them  friends  to  the  French     Let 
the  Ctianceilor  of  the  Exchequer  ufe  all  his  eloquence  upon 
this  fubje^l.     It  was  worthy  of  the  beft  exertions  of  his  elo* 
ijuence.     Thefe  Refolutions  conveyed  a  direft  and  decifiva' 
aiofwer  to  Barras'  calumny   upon  the  friends  of  Reform  in 
England.     Here  it  appeared  that  thefe  very  Reformers  wero 
among  Uie  firft  in  determining  to  refift  the  French  ;  if  there- 
of e,'theMinifter  chufcd  to  difcountcnance  the  conduft  of  fucli 
men,  although  he  did  not  aid  the  calumYiy  of  Barras,  in  the 
firft  inflanccy  he  would  do  fd,  in  the  fecond  \  for  by  difcoun« 
ten^uicing  the  proceedings  of  fuch  men,  he  would  lead  the 
French  to  fay,  '  true  it  is,  thefe  men  profefs  an  attachment  to 
their  country,  and  odentatioufly  offer  their  fervices  in  its  be- 
half; but  tlie  Minifler  knows  tliefe  men  beaer  than  we  dp, 
and  be  dares  not  tru (I  them  ;  they  are,  therefore,  ftill  to  be  con- 
ildcred  as  our  friends*  Notwithflanding  any  thing  that  might 
be  faid  againft  him,  he  fiiU  adhered  to  the  principles  he  ori- 
ginaH-y.profeiTed  ;  however  unpopular  they  might  be  at  prefent 
in  that  Houfe,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  be  aOiamed  of  them  ^  nor 
did  he  fee  any  reafon  to  fhrink  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Refolu- 
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tions  of  the  Southwark  meeting.  He  wanted  to  kfipw,.whCf 
ther,  by  thefe  refolutions,  they  had  not  rendered  their  coiia* 
try  more  fervice,  than  if  they  nad  enrolled  themfelves  witboot 
a  wordy  under  the  fyftem  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Had  they  done  fo»  the  Djredlory  miglit  have  fiiidi  '*<therc  arc 
men  indeed  under  arms  in  England,  pofleffing  to  be  friends  of 
their  country  ;  but  they  are,  many  of  them,  friends  to  us. 
Here  an  anfwer  was  given  to  fuch  a  fuppofition ;  by  fucfa  re- 
folutions  as  thefe,  England  is  proved  to  be  inliabited  by  a  cor- 
dially united  people. 

Should  the  French  indeed  invade  us,  it  would  be  the  fanlc 
of  minillers  if  we  did  not  meet  them  with  bayonets  fixed»  and 
with  fwords  drawn.  The  Houfe,  taking  this  view  of  the  fub- 
je&^  would  paufe,  he  hoped,  before  they  refufed  the  enquiry  he 
ihould  propofe.  The  tfkSt  of  it  mud  be  that  of  damping  die 
ardour  of  the  people.  It  mull  prevent  many  from  ofiering 
their  fervices  ;  who  if  fuch  an  enquiry  ihould  be  refufed,  would 
expe£t  that  honefi,  firm,  cordial  reformers,  wonld,  after  fuch 
refufai,  offer  their  fervices*  Indeed  it  would  not  lie  in  the 
power  of  Lord  Onflow  to  make  up  for  the  lofs  of  fuch  men. 
They  were'  men  whom  no  perfon  dared  to  fay  he  "fufpeded. 
Who  was  the  lord  lieutenant  who  prefumed  to  defpife  their 
fervices?  What  fort  of  power  was  diat  which  enabled  him  to 
do  fo?  If  there  was  fuch  a  power  veiled  in  a  lord  lieutenant, 
the  fooner  it  was  taken  away  the  better.  If  he  thought  there 
was,  he  (hould,  without  delay,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  take  away  fuch  power,  which,  however,  he  need  not  do, 
becaufe  fuch  power  did  not  exift.  Unlefs  the  lord  lieu^ 
tenant  of  the  County  of  Surry  could  (hew  that  this  large  bo<ly 
of  men  had  views  hoftile  to  the  interefts,  and  confequently 
dangerous  to  be  employed  in  the  fervices  of  their  country,  he 
would  not  difcharge  his  duty  either  to  his  royal  matter  or  to 
his  country,  by  not  explaining  why  he  lefufed  to  receive  the 
fervices  of  fo  large  a  portion  of  his  majefty's  loyal  fubjeds. 
They  came  forward  as  loyal  fuhjedb  ;  nobody  had  a  ri^t  to 
^nfinuate  that  they  were  not  fo  ;  and  if  Lord  Onflow  had  anj 
doubt  or  difficulty  upon  that  fubje^l,  he  ought  to  have  appKed 
to  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  in  order  to  fee  whether  fuch 
doubt  or  difficulty  could  be  removed.  On  the  contrary,  Locd 
Onflow  had  from  day  to  day,  from  hour  to  hour,  by  his  wilful 
filence  caufed  a  great  mifchicf ;  for  he  had  created  much  dif- 
vnion  where,  but  for  his  condu^,  unanimity  would  have  pre^ 
vailed.  Should  an  in  vafion  take  place,  the  people  of  this  cou{i« 
try  woyld  not-  look  up  to  a  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber  for  their 
fafety.  He  wiflied  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  lolQCr 
member  that,  if  the  conduct  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
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Muilty  of  Surry  was  to  be  countenanced  by  the  Houfe  of  Com-'  , 
xtions^  it  would  be  a  proclamation  in  favour  of  the  French  ; 
becaufe  it  would  be  holding  out  to  the  World  that  there  are  ia 
this  country  large  bodies  of  men  who  cannot  be  trulled  with 
arms  in  its  aefence.  It  wHs  not  to  the  military  fkill  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Southwarky  or  any  other  place,  that  he  looked  for 
At  fafety  of  this  kitigdom.  AjQExriations  of  this  kind  were  m 
all  places  formed  by  men  uninftrudcd  in  the  ufeofarms ;  but  that 
*  was  not  of  much  imporuhce ;  for  it  was  to  the  zeal,  the  fpirit^and 
the  unanimity  of  the  people  that  he  looked  H^  trufted  in  God 
we  (hould  have  foldicrs  enough  for  our  purpofc.  The  enemy 
would  be  glad  if  we  were  deficient  in  foldiers ;  but  we  ihould 
fhew  them,  it  is  not  on  foldiers  dilone  that  we  depend,  hut  that  we 
Tcly  mainly  6n  the  fpirit  of  the  nation.  Our  enemies  fliould 
know  that  we  can  oppofe  mafs  to  mafs  ;  that  was  the  way  to 
snanifeft  our  (Irength.  What  part  of  that  mafs  was  more  firm 
tharf  the  body  of  thofe  who  wiflied  for  a  refprm  ?  Let  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  remember,  that  all  his  old  friends 
had  not  abandoned  their  opinions  upon  the  fubjed  of  reform  ; 
tfiere  were  llill  many  of  them  who  retained  a  cordial  attach^ 
s&ent  to  their  original  principles,  who  thought  that  a  reform  is 
eflential  to  the  fafety  of  their  country  ?  Who  would  not,  in-> 
deed,  go  the  length  that  was  propofed  by  forne^  but  who  ad* 
hered  to  the  principle  of  giving  to  every  houfeholder  at  leaft  a 
vote  for  a  member  of  Parliament.  He  knew  the  right  honour- 
able' Gentleman  did  not  go  that  length ;  but  he  would  do  well 
to  cultivate  the  friendfliip  of  thofe  who  did.  He  would  be  left 
in  a  deplorable  ftate  in  the  hour  of  danger  if  all  reformers  were 
to  abandon  him.  Let  him  be  aware  therefore  how  he  afled 
upon  this  occafion.  He  was  pledged  to  nothing  as  the  cafe 
Hood ;  but  if  he  refufed  an  enquiry  into  this  matter,  he  would 
do  more  to  prevent  unanimity  in  this  country,  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  than  he  could  atone  for.  Let  him  refiedl,  whether^ 
for  the  fake  of  countenancing  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Surry,  it  was  worth  his  while  to  rifle  a  meafure  which 
would  endanger  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom.  He  ho|»ed  he  had 
not  ufed  any  improper  language  upon  this  occafion.  Indeed 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  fubjeft  forward.  He  had 
fiated  it  accompanied  with  ho  more  obfervations.than  appear* 
cd  to  him  naturally  to  arife  out  of  it;  it  remained  with  the 
Koufe  to  determine  how  far  the  fpirit  of  the  a£t  for  the  defiance 
of  the  country  had  been  carried  into  effe£l  by  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county  of  Surry.  By  voting  for  the  enquiry 
^hich  be  fliould  propofe,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  remember 
bey  were  not  voting  to  criminate  my  Lord  Onflow ;  they  gave 
-;  '  30  a  no 
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no  opinion  of  the  mattpr ;  ihey  only  put  Lord  Onflow  in  the 
V^ay  of  accounting  for  his  conduct ;  and  it  (hould  be  a  mo- 
tive for  that  Noble  Lord  and  all  his  friends  to  wifti  that  this 
fubje^  was  farther  inveftigatcd,  that  being  the  only  way  to 

^  clear  up  his  chara6ler.  He  then  moved—-"  That  the  Houfe 
do,  on  this  day  fe*nnight,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  'whole  Houfe,  to  confider  in  what  manner  the  ASt  of  this 
Scilion  of  Parliament  for  the  defence  of  th«  country  has  been 
carried  into  efieft  in,  the  County  cf  Surry/' 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  fpoke  to  the  following  tStSt : — •'  Sir, 
This  IS  a  motion  of  coniiderable  importance,  and  unoueftion- 
ably  deferves  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  1  am  the 
more  anxious  for  the  difcuiSon  of  it,  becaufc  if  the  do£lrinc» 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  ad« 
vance,  be  true-— if  the  pofiiions  which  Vie  has,  in  the  courfc 
of  his  fpeech,  attempted  to  eftAblifh,  be  juft — I  ought  to  ftand 
here,  in  every  point  of  view,  as  much  an  obje<^  of  cenfore  as 

V  the  Lori  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Surry.  The  honour^ 
able  Gentleman  has  ik>;  maintained  that  by  the  common  law 
of  the  land,  or  by  the  operation  of  any  (latute  law,  a  perfoa  hat 
a  right  to  put  himfelf  in  military  array,  or  form  part  of  an  armed 
band,  without  the  authority  of  the  Executive  Governmpent. 
No  fuch  right  can  pofTibly  exift,  and  that  fuch  a  power  ought 
to  be  exercifed,  is  obvbus  and  undeniable.  I  aflfume  it  as  a 
dear  and  uncontrovertible  propofition,  not  as  a  matter  of  ar- 
gumenr,  that  this  right  is  clearly  derived  from  the  authority  of 
the  Executive  Government ;  and  this  principle  being  once  laid 
down,  and  fully  recognized,  it  follows,  that  it  being  impoflible 
for  his  Majedy  to  exercife  it  on  all  occafions,  he  is  confequent- 
ly  entitled  to  confer  it  through  the  medium  of  his  del^ates. 
This,  Sir,  is  another  propofition  which  I  undertake  to  fay  will 
not  be  contradidled.  Thefe  principles  being  fully  admitted, 
the  quedion  now  before  us  is.  Whether  the  Houfe  willconfent  • 
to  eftabli(h  a  precedent  to  require  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  a 
County,  adiing  under  the  immediate  direSion  of  the  Crown, 
to  give  fpecific  reafons  for  the  line  of  conduft  which  he  may 
think  himfelf  bound  to  puiTue,  and  to  aflign  cauies  fdk*  the  due 
execution  of  his  oflScc,  when  he  afls  from  the  refult  of  his  per- 
ibnal  knowledge,  and  in  confequence  of  the  communications 
made  tp  him,  and  the  information  conveyed  to  him  by  thofe 
whom  he  is  in  rlie  habit  of  confulting,  ai^  to  whoqi  he  has  occa* 
fiottal  recoiarfe.  I  ftate  the  queftien  in  this  plain  manner,  as  I  do 
not  mean  to  abate  one  iota  of  the  propofitions  which  I  have  la'td 
down>  leaving  it  to  be  fairly  confidered  by  the  Houfe,  whether 
tbis  is  not  the  iimple  ana  candid  Aatement  of  the  quen'toit 

which 
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trhich  we  are  called  upon  to  difcufs.  If  it  is  not  that  I  am 
afraid  that  in  the  humble  endeavours  which  I  have  ufed  to  exe* 
cute  with  care  and  attention  the  public  truft  repofed  in  me,  I 
have  been  guilty  of  great  malverfations  in  my  office.  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  dating,  that  when  the  Lords  Lieutenants 
tranfmit  to  me  any  plans  or  propoiitions  of  aflbciation^  I  make 
it  a  rule  not  to  take  any  further  meafare  with  refpeS  to  them, 
unlefs  they  are  exprefsly  recommended  by  the  Lords 
Lieutenants,  and  if  they  want*  that  neceffiiry  recom^ 
roendation,  they  are  returned  to  the  Lords  Lieutenants. — 
This  is  a  conflant  ruleV  from  which  no  deviation  has  taken 
place ;  and  if  they  have  a  power  to  recommend,  it  follows 
that  they  have  the  power  to  icfufe.  The  honourable  Gen- 
tleman himfelf  has  admitted  this  principle,  for  he  has  made 
a  difference  between  the  ailbciation  and  the  officers  who^ 
were  to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  it.  The  honourable 
Gentleman  fays,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Lords  Lieute- 
nants to  refufc  to  recommend  the  names  of  the  officers  for  his 
Majefly's  approbation  -,  if  fo,  does  he  mean  to  contend  that 
fpecific  reaions  are  to  be  affigned  for  rejecting  them  i  or,  are 
the  Lords  Lieutenants  to  furnilh  the  particular  grounds  on 
which  they  may  be  induced  to  withhold  their  recommenda- 
tion ?  (i\lr.  Tierney  obfcrved,  that  his  intention  did  not  go  fo 
far.)  However,  Sir,  I  take  it  that  the  honourable  Gentleman 
did  mean  (b,  and  then  he  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  lay 
down  particular  rules  according  to  which  a  Lord  Lieutenant  is 
to^d,  and  purfuant  to  which  he  is  to  regulate  his  judgment, 
in  deciding  whether  the  officers  chofen  are  proper  to  fill  their 
refpcfiive  fituations  or  not.  In  the  prefent  inftauce,  the  con- 
fequences  refulting  from  the  flatements  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe 
would  be  ridiculous,  for  it  appears  that  the  Officers  are  to  be 
chofen  by  ballot,  yet  it  is  admitted  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
has  the  power  of  rejeding  them.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be 
highly  abfurd  and  inconlident.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  wifh  to 
argue  upon,  or  to  derive  any  advantage  from  fuch. apparent  in- 
conCdenctes ;  I  defire  to  ftate  di(lin6lly  the  Jaw  of  the  land, 
and  not  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  a£t  as  the 
honourable  Gentleman  wilhes.  Does  he  mean  to  lay,  that 
there  is  any  thing  unconditutional  in  having  a  power  to  recdm- 
mend  aflbciations  or  officers  for  his  Majefty's  approbation  ?  If 
he  does  not,  the  power  of  refufal  follows  of  courfe ;  and  if 
there  be  any  flur  caft  upon  thofe  who  are  reje£ked,  it  becomes 
ef\usA\j  (Irong  in  refufmg  to  recommend  others^  as  well  as 
thofe  allyded  to  by  the  hpnourable  Gentleman.  The  .Lord 
{•ieu  tenant  a£ts  by  the  advice  of  the  Deputies,  and  of  thofe  whom 
he  confults  officially.    He  a£ts  upon  a  fair  and  juft  exercife  of 

difcretion 
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^feretion  in  matters  where  his  judgment  fisrms  die  rale*  of  hU 
cortduA,  and  the  refult  of  that  difcretion  is  to  be  laid  before 
his'Majefty.  But  what  would  be  the  efieS  of  a  conti^ary  con- 
duA  ?  The  refolutions  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  was  in  the  chair»  wiU^  I  believe,  prove  the 
beft  guide  to  enable  us  to  form  an  opinion  on  that  fubjeflF. 
One  of  thefe.  refolutions  went  to  entitle  the  members  of  the  at' 
fbciation  to  ballot  for  the  officers  who  were  to  command  it; 
and  I  fay  that  men  coming  forward  on  the  principles  diftinSff 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  do  noi  guard  iigainft 
all  the  mifchiefs  that  are  necelTary  to  be  guarded  againft  at  tbe 
prefent  moment*— mifchiefs  which  appear  more  ferioos  and* 
alarming  the  more  diey  are  confidered  and  minutely  enquired 
into.  The  honourable  Gentleman  talks  of  calling  for  theef- 
jGcient  force  of  the  country ;  but  if  the  aflbctations  for  the  de» 
fence  of  the  nation  were  formed  upon  the  principles  of  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  the  efficient  force  of  the  country  would 
be  (hortly  put  an  end  to.  I  know  that  men  have  come  for* 
ward  with  tenders  of  voluntary  fervice,  againft;  whom  every 
caution  fhould  be  ufcd,  and  every  vigilance  exerted.  An  ho- 
nourable Baronet  (Sir  Wm.  Puheney)  ftatcd  on  a  former 
night,  that  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  body  of  people  in 
the  country  whofe  zeal  might  not  be  relied  on  in  the  a£hiat 
fbite  of  public  affiiirs.  I  tnen  faid,  that  the  great  body  of  the 
people  would  be.  firmly  united  in  their  determination  and  ex^ 
crtions  to  refift  the  enemy;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do 
know,  that  there  are  bodies  and  focieties  of  men  formed  in  this 
country  who  conceal  their  defigns  under  the  maik  of  Parlia* 
mcntary  Reform,  but  who  are  in  traitorous  correfpondence  widi 
the  common  enemy.  [A  general  cry  of  bear  I  hear  /]  1  aik 
the  honourable  Gentleman,  fhould  not  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
ufe  the  right  of  refiifing  his  recommendation  of  any  plan  of 
aflbciation  propofed  to  him  in  his  official  capacity  i  Ebes  the 
honourable  Gentleman  mean  to  fay  that  ?  (Mr.  Trermy  re- 
plied no.)  Then,  Sir,  does  he  mean  to  fay,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  to  be  brought  before  the  Legiilature  for  having 
performed  the  duties  of  bis  office  in  a  fair  and  conftitutional 
manner ;  and  is  he  to  be  reduced  to  die  painful  fituatioQ  of  un* 
dergoing  a  trial  for  the  refufal  of  every  man  whom  he  may, 
after  maturely  confiderine  every  circumftance  and  every  in- 
formation which  he  can  obtain  upon  the  fubjed,  think^an  im- 
proper perfon  to  fill  a  iltuation  of  peculiar  truft  and  impor* 
tance?  I  regret.  Sir,  that  too  many  perfbns  have,  already 
given  rife  to  juft  motives  of  ftrong  fufpicion. '  I  lament  that  t 
am  under  the  neceflity  of  faying,  that  xbttt  ate  many  m^n 

engaged 
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engaged  in  a  traherous  correfpoodence  with  the  encmy^  aod 
^bq  ace  full  of  every  mifchief,  and  every  venooi  that  ever 
ilung  the  vitals  of  the  country.  I  mean  to  fay,  that  the  de- 
lay which  has  unexpectedly  taken  place  with  refpect  to  cer* 
l^ia  trials  which  are  abo|it  to  come  on,  has  fupprefled  the 
knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  evils  and  conlpiracies  with 
which  this  country  is  threatened.  1  only  mean  to  fay,  that 
Government  has  been  prevented  from  (hewing  its  vigilance. 
amd  the  extent  of  the  difcoveries  which  have  been  made  ; 
and  I  n^ean  to  fay,  that  confiderable  focieties  and  bodies  of 
men,  difafiected  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  have 
foroied  themfelves  into  aflemblies,  under  the  maflc  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform. 

They  firft  appeared  under  the  name  of  CorretjpondingSo- 
cteties«  but  they  have  fince  aifumed  the  appellation  of  United 
Engliibmen,  imitating  the  example  held  put  to  them  by  their 
colleagties  in  the  work  of  anarchy  and  innovation  in  a  lifter 
country.  When  fuch  focieties  are  known  to  exift,  when  the 
members  of  them  profefs  principles  fubverfive  of  every  fo- 
cial  inftitution,  and  deftrudive  of  human  happinefs,  and  onlj 
wait  for  an  opportunity  of  carrying  thofe  principles  into  exe- 
cution ;  I  a(k,  ought  not  the  lord  lieutenant  to  exercife  the 
right  of  judging  and  deciding  whether  perfons  offering  their 
fervicesto  aSbciate  at  this  important  crifis  are  proper  objeds 
for  hi^  recommendation  to  the  Executive  Government? 
Would  it  be  wife'  and  prudent  in  him  to  difpenfe  for  a  mo- 
ment with  that  juft  difcretionary  power  which  he  has  the  un- 
quefiionable  ri^t  of  ufms  for  the  public  good,  after  every 
minute  and  candid  inveftigation  into  the  charaders  of  the 
perfons  whofe  names' may  be  inferted  in  the  lifts  tendered  for 
voluntary  fervice  ?  I  do  not,  Sir,  apply  thefe  remarks  to  thofe 

E articular  men  belonging  to  the  aflbciation  mentioned  by  the 
onourable  Gentleman.  If  I  entertained  any  intention  of 
that  nature,  I  ftiould  do  it  openly  and  decifively  ;  but  I  ftate 
the  general  principles  on  which  the  country  is  bound  to  aO, ; 
and,  if  you  deftrov  them,  you  difarm  the  lords  lieutenants 
of  the  counties  ot  the  conftitiitlonal  power  of  afllng  for  the 
eflehtial  ben^$t  of  the  nation.  .  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  general 

fotinds  upon  which  I  reft  the  tilerits  of  the  prefent  queftion. 
have  carefully  endeavoured  to  ayoid  any  thing  invidious, 
or  any  imputation  that  might  apply  to  any  individual  cafe. 
I  know  nothihg  of  the  perfons  compofing  the  Aftbciation, 
whofe  fervices  were  offered  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  I 
pannpty  therefore^  be  fuppofed  to  makeany  appUcaiion  to 

ihcm. 
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them.  I  certainly,  know  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  has 
brought  forward  the  motion,  and  I  have  fometimes  the  plca- 
fure,  and  fometimes  the  mortification  of  feeing  him  there, 
(pointing  to  the  oppojite  bench)  but  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Affociation  1  am  altogether  unacquainted.  I  -only  con* 
tend,  that  by  agreeing  to  the  motion,  you  necefTarily  difarm 
the  lords  lieutenants  of  a  power  which  they  have  a  juft  ant) 
legal  right  to  exercife ;  and  without  which  they  cannot,  in 
cafes  of  fuch  vad  importance,  be  of  elfential  fervice  to  the 
coimtry.  I  (hall  only  notice  the  refoluttons  entered  into  at 
the  meeting  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  ftated  and 
explained  in  aQ  extraordinary,  though  i  readily  admit  in  an 
ingenious  way.  The  honourable  Gentleman  has  dated  in 
the  courfe  of  his  explanations,  that  it  h^d  been  publicly  avow- 
ed by  the  French  Direftory,  that  the  Friends  of  Parliamen- 
tary reform  would  aflift  in  carrying  into  efFcS  the  projedcd 
invafion  of  this  country,  and  arguing  upon  that  ground,  he 
infers  that  the  offer  made  in  the  prefent  inllance  of  the  fer- 
vices  of  the  avow^ed  friends  of  Parliamentary  reform  to  unite 
In  the  common  defence  of  the  kingdom,  would  convince  the 
enemy  that  he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  that  quarter.  I  hope 
thp  honourable  Gentleman  will  forgive  me,  if  I  do  not  ac- 
quiefce  in  that  part  of  his  argument.  For  the  Dlredory 
may  reafon  in  a  very  different  manner :  they  nlay  fay,  "  tho* 
the  friends  of  Parliamentary  reform  arc  ra(h,  yet  they  arc 
not  fo  very  raihas  to  declare  how  th^y  Will  receive  us.  The 

Jrreateft  caution  is  a  meafure  of  neceility  with  them  at  pre- 
ent."  The  Diredory  may  fay,  **  they  ftill  arc  our  very  good 
friends,  and  better  Enabled  to  aflift  us."  If  the  declaration 
of  the  friends  of  Parliamentary  reform,  alliided  to  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  in  the  refolution  entered  into  by  the 
AfToci^ition  for  the  united  defence  of  the  country  be  true, 
the  French  will  not  believe  it ;  if  it  be  not  true,  it  will  ulti^ 
mately  teiid  to  favour  the  French.  But,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to 
ftate,  in  the  moft  explicit  manner,  that  in  making  tnefe  ob- 
fervations  I  do  not  apply  any  thing  particularly.  The  ho? 
nourable  Gentleman  was  chairman  of  the  fociety  which 
agreed  to  the  refolutions,  and  though  in  that  capacity  he  was 
deprived  of  various  opportunities  of  difplaying  his  eloquence. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  he  was  not  the  moft  inaSive  member  of 
h,.for  he  certainly  could  communicate  his  thoughts  through 
the  medium  of  his  a£live  friends.  I  c^not  but  fincercly-la- 
9ient,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  made. the  buCnef$ 
a  party  n^atterj  and.  proclaimed  a  difference  in  thc^  Soroush  ; 

and 
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and  here,  Sir^  let  me  a(k,  how  this  condu£l  agrees  with  th<i 
avowed  defign  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  in  bringing  for-* 
-ward  unanimity  ?  There  is  no  fecret  in  the  refolutlons  en- 
tered into  at  the  meetings  held  in  the  Borough,  for  they  were 
printed,  and  I  have  them  now  in  my  hand.     The  honour;i1>le 
Gentleman  fends  the  refolutions  of  the  fecond  meeting  from 
door  to  door,  and  thofc  of  the  firft  which  wtfre  printed  in  the 
tiewfpapers,  (hew  the  caufes  and  grounds  of  the  late  politi- 
cal contentions.     If  we  are,  therefore,  to  judge  of  his  fenti- 
ments,  by  thofedatementshe  clearly  proves  that  he  ha4  not  that 
unanimity  in  view  of  which  he  fo  warmly  fpeaks.  But  wheii 
thehon.  Gentleman  thought  proper  to  talk  of  reform,  was  it 
neceffary  foj  him  at  the  fame  time  to  tell  the  French  of  the 
didrefs  of  this  country  ?  Was  it  neccffary  for  him  to  tell  them 
that  the  financest)f  the  nation  were  ruined  ?  Was  it  nccelFary 
for  him  to  tell  them  that  England  is  not  what  (he  was  i  Is 
this,  Sir,  a  proper  mode  of  afting  in  favour  of  the  country  ? 
What  is  the  real  meaning  of  fuch  language  P  Is  it  not  di- 
rcdly  faying  to  the  enemy,  "  you  arc  coming  hither  when 
England  is  not  what  flie  was  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth ; 
when  flie  is  deprefled  and  finking  under  the  heavy  weight  of 
a  great  national  debt  ?  What  does  all  this  amount  to  but  to 
the  encouraging  expreffions  and  alTurances  of  "  this  is  your 
time  to  come,  hold  out  your  hands  and  fraternize  with  us.'* 
When  I  ferioufly  confider  the  obvious  tendency  of  fuch  lan- 
guage, I  muft  exprefs  my  regret  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man has  publifhed  his  refolutions  in  the  newfpapers.     1  may 
venture  to  aflert,  that  they  have  been  already  fent  in  the 
papers  to  other  countries,  and  I  dare  fay  haVe^  like  other  ar- 
ticles of  important  intelligence,  been  conveyed  through  thd 
means  of  neutral  (hips.     But  all  I  now  fay  is,  that  they  are 
not  very  much  calculated  to  terrify  the  enemy.     I  have  the 
fatisfad:ion  to  ftate,  that  a  great  many  other  refolutions'  for 
forming  aflbciations  in  defence  of  the  country  have  been  re- 
ceived from  allparts  of  the  kingdom,  and  they  are  refolutions 
which  refleft  the  higheft  honour  on  thofe  who  joined  them, 
as -they  difplay  the  moft  manly  and  unequivocal  proofs  of 
jteal  and  patriotifm.     They  all  go  in  their  operation,  not 
only  to  the  means  of  afling  with  fplrit  and  energy  againft  thd 
enemy,  but  to  the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  internal  peace 
and  fafety.     I  can  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  the  table  on  which 
they  are  laid,  and  which  is  as  large  as  this,  is  every  day  cor 
veced  with  therti.     Yet  I  can  (fate,  with  the  fuUcft  confi- 
dence, that  among  all  the  plans  of  affociation  received  every 
Vot.  IL  1798.  3P  day. 
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dayi  there  is  not  one  which  is  like  that  prefented  from  the 
Borough  of  Southwark.  If  the  Gentlemen  who  came  for- 
ward on  that  occafion  are  wife,  their  wifdom,  I  muft  confefs, 
appears  rather  fingular,  and  if  the  honourable  Gentleman 
ferioufly  meant  by  the  lead  which  he  took  in  thofip  proceed- 
ings to  guard  in  a  fecure  manner  his  own  chaAity  and  vir- 
tue, I  muft  afliire  him>  that  more  parties  than  one  are  necef- 
fary  for  the  attainment  of  that  objed.  But  in  confidering 
the  meafure  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  profefTes  to 
have  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  frightening  the  enemy,  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  a(k,  did  it  never  occur  to  him  that  it  was  not  a 
right  thing  to  bring  forward  a  propofition  to  (hew  to  the  ene- 
my, and  for  the  truth  of  which  he  is  ftill  an  advocate,  that 
the  Executive  Government  is  unable  to  wield  the  power 
of  the  kingdom  with  any  falutary  cffe&  or  beneficial  confe- 
quence^P  fJ  cry  of  htarl  hear  !  fr»m  Mr.  Tierney.)  Is 
this  meant  as  a  compliment  ?  But  in  whatever  fenfe  it  is 
meant,  I  mean  to  ftate,  before  I  fit  down,  that  the  Houfe 
will  not  a£t  wifely,  if  they  attempt  after  the  diPcuflion  of 
the  prefent  queftion,  to  go  into  any  enquiries.  The  conR- 
deration  of  the  fubject  is  confined  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
pafs.  A  plan  of  aflbciation  agreed  to  by  certain  perfons  in 
the  Borough  of  Southwark  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  has 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Sur- 
rey ;  and  he  has  not  thought  proper,  after  a  candid  and  ma- 
ture deliberation  of  the  contents,  to  fubmit  and  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  meafure  for  his  majefty's  approbation. 
The  lord  lieutenant  has  unqueftionably  acted  in  conformity 
to  the  powers  with  which  he  is  entrufted,  and  has  not'excr- 
cifed  the  leaft  right  or  privilege  to  which  he  is  not  fairly  en- 
titled. I  thing  it  nccclfary  now  to  obferve,  that  any  differ- 
ence or  (hade  of  political  opinion  ought  in  my  mind  to  be 
nocaufe  for  rejecting  (he  co-operation  of  any  rank  andde- 
fcription  of  men  in  the  prefent  important  crifis  of  public  af- 
fairs. But,  Sir,  I  muft  alfo  fay,  that  there  are  defcriptions  of 
men  in  this  country,  who,  whether  we  confider  their  pririci- 
ples  or  their  views,  are  not  fit  to  be  trufted  in.  the  hour  of 
danger.  This  confideration,  however,  belongs  more  parti- 
cularly to  the  judgment  and  decifion  of  the  lords  lieutenants 
of  counties,  who  are,  I  maintain,  invefted  with  the  power  of 
recommending  or  rejecting  according  to  the  principles  of 
prudence  and  wifdom,  and  in  direct  conformity  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution/' 

Mr- 
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Mr.  Shmdan  fpoke  to  the  followingefFed : — Sir,  it  hai  a  ]it« 
tie  excited  my  furprife  to  hear  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
acknowledge  the  importance  of  the  prefent  queflion,  and  yet 
treat  it  as  if  it  were  of  no  importance  at  all.     In  my  mind,  in 
point  of  real  importance,  as  it  conne<5ls  itfclf  with  the  bcft  in- 
terefts  of  the  country,  in  a  crifis.avowedly  of  real  danger,  thaa 
the  prefent  there  could  not  have  been  brought  forward  a  queC- 
.  tion  more  entitled  to  the  candid,  full,  and  delibenite  confidera- 
tion  of  this  Houfe.     Yet  fo  fatisfied  am  I  with  the  ftatements 
made  by  my  honourable  Friend,  and  fo  ably  has  he  fupported 
thofc  ftatcmcnts  by  his  arguments — arguments  and  ftatements 
too  which  have  fcarce  been  combatted,  but  certainly  not  re- 
futed, that  I  fhould  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  at  all  but  for 
one  ohfcrvation  made  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  in 
thecourfe  of  his  fpecch.     Sir,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
has  this  evening  told  us,  nay,  he  has  aflerted  it  broadly  as  a 
propofition,  which  indeed  he  has  offered  to  maintain,  that  there 
are  to  this  country  great  numbers  of  feditious  perfons,  who 
have  formed  themJelves  into  focieties  under  the  fpecious  title  of 
Refdrmers,  but  whofe  real  objedl  is  to  overturn  the  conftitution 
by  aflifting  the  French  (hould  they  ever  land  in  this  country* 
This,  Sir,  is  in  truth,  a  very  broad  propofition,  and  without  in- 
tending,  any  thing  ludicrous,   I  muil  confefs  its  capacity  was 
not  a  Utile  enlarged  by  the  tone  and  gefture  in  which  it  was 
delivered.     But  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  cannot  won- 
der if  I  deny  afiertions  fo  generally  made,  and  proportions  fo 
wide  and  unlimited  in  their  fcope.     I  am  now  told  there  are 
every  where  infidious  lurking  perfons  who  cheridi  fentiments 
hoftile  to  the  Government.     This  is  an  accufation  by  no 
means  new.     It  is,  however  much  too  loofe  and  vague  to  be 
regarded  with  complacency.     I  will  admit  that  there  may  be 
in  this  country,  as  there  ever  will  be  in  every  country,  a  few 
who  urged,  by  I  know  not  what  fpirit,  a  love  of  change-^a 
paffion  probably  once  cherifbed  by  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman himfelf,  or  from  worfe  motives,  defire  the  overttirow  of 
the   Government.    But  while  I  am  far  from  doubting  that 
there  may  be  bad  men,  I  hope  and  believe  they  arc  few.     It 
is  with  ihem,  perhaps  as  with  the  grafshopper,  they  will  make 
a  noife,  but  they  have  too  much  timidity  ever  to  be  feen. 
Only    alarmifts   could    apprehend  danger  from  fuch  men. 
But  we  have  often  before  now  beard  it  Hated  in  language  not 
Icis  confident,  that  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom  fedition 
and  treafon  in  fome  degree  exift.    This,  Sir,  is  a  little  un- 
accountable. If  his  Majedy's  Minifiers  have  not  been  all  along 
4bcefvinguS|  iti$  BQt  eafy  to  imagine  how  in  this  crifispf 

3P«  their 
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their  mighty  power  a  few  obfcure  individuals  could  have  be* 
come  fo  ibrit^idable.  Really  there  is  in  thefe  matters  /omething 
of  the  myftcrious.  A  fliort  time  back  fo  much  of  the  Confti- 
tution  was  taken  away  to  defend  the  reft,  and  for  this  proceeds 
ing  the  reafons  ftatcd  by  Miniftcrs  were  chieflyt  that  the  foci- 
ptieswerc  every  day  growing  dangerous;  that  principles  hofr 
tile  to  good  order  and  morality  were  hourly  acquiring  ftiength, 
;ind  rapidly  gaining  on  the  individual  mind.  Strong  meafures 
were  accordingly  adopted,  and  until  of  late  we  have  been  uui« 
formly  told,  that  the  memorable  Treafon  and  Sedition  Bills 
had  fuccceded  in  effectually  fuppreffing  whatever  of  cither  cx- 
ifted  in  the  couutry.  But  this  night  we  are  told,'  that  not 
only  has  the  didemper  re-appeared,  but  treafon  and  feditk>n 
^re  denounced  to  you,  and  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
has  declared  that  they  exift  in  9  degree  to  damp  the  fpirit,  and 
rcprers  Vhe  ardour  of  the  country.  {J  loud  cry  of  Hear  !  Hear  I 
accmtpanied  with  the  affertlon.  **  Thefe  were  not  his  (Mr.  Dun- 
rfas's)  wor^/i;"]  and  Mr,  Sheridan  having  re-aflerted  them. 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe.  '^  I  mud,  Sir,  have  been  much  mifun« 
^rftood*  •  What  I  faid  was,  that  in  confequence  of  many  im-» 
proper  perfons  having  made  offers  to  ferve,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  feditious  faction,  the  fpirits  of  the  people  and  of  the  afibci* 
ations  would  be  damped  if  Lords  Lieutenants  of  counties*  or 
if  his  Majefty's  Minifters  accepted  qf  fuch  offen  of  fcrvice." 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded.  **  We  have  now;  Sir,  had  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman's  explanation,  and  Imuft  fay  that 
if  the  people,  if  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  afibciations  fliall  be 
fhmped  by  fo  fmall  anumbpr  as  the  troop  of  fcditi^nifts  are  faid 
to  confillof,  the  country  is  indeed  in  danger,  and  our  fituatioa 
is  bad  beyond  example.  There  is,  however,  that  in  the  de- 
clared zeal  and  patriotifm  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  which 
inuft  quiet  every  rational  mind,  aad  makp  the  general  fecurity 
depend,  as  it  ought,  on  the  courage,  the  perfevcrance,  the 
refources,  and  the  unincumbered  ftrength  of  the  country. 
Thus  much,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  eSed  of 
that  difcouraging  propofition ;  thai  there  ej^ift  at  this  moment 
vaft  and  formidable  bodies  of  men  fipftile  to  the  Govcrnnaent, 
and  united  to  accelerate  its  fall,  ^ut  there  is  one  cxpreffioa 
'  which  it  is  impoflible  1  fliould  be  able  to  contemplate  witfiout 
anxiety,  or  bring  forward  to  the  recolledlion  of  the  honourabfe 
Gentleman  withput  regret.  The  right  honourable  Secretary 
J)as  told  us  that  he  regrets  the  circumftances  which  have  obliged 
|he  officers  of  the  Crown  to  put  off  the  ftate  triaJs  ;  and  do  bar 
attend  to  the  very  mifchievous  reafbn  he  has  afligned  for  hit 
fegrct— that  he  could  not  lay  before  this  Houft  the  prooft  of 
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flic  guilt- of  particular  bodies,  and  of  the  exlftencc  of  multi- 
plied confpiracies.     **  Sir,  I  am  not  one  who  has  ever  bcca 
unwilling  to  pay  the  tribute  of  applaufc  juftly  due  to  an  Eng* 
Jifh  jury,  but  it  ever  any  thing  could  lend  to  influence  a  jury » 
St  mud  be  fuch  an  alTertion  as  that  of  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman.    In  the  critical  and  awful  fituation  of  the  perfons 
in  confinement  at  Maidftone,  nothing  can  be  more  unkind,  to 
fty  the  leaft,  thaii  the  ufmg  expreffions  towards  them  whicti 
niay  have  a  tendency  to  imprefs  individual  minds  with  an  un«> 
favourable  opinion  of  their  condu<^.  That  principle  of  the  law 
of  England)  which  holds  a  man  to  be  innocent  until  he  is 
found  guilty  by  a  jury  of  his  Peers>  to  my  mind  conveys  as 
found  and  wife  a  maxim  as  ever  was  inculcated.    Sir,  it  re- 
quires o/us  cautioufly  to  avoid  all  occafions  of  expreffing  haf- 
tily,  or  in  warmth,  even  doubts  of  the  innocence  of  perfons 
who  may  unfortunately  (land  accufed  of  enormous  crimes.     If 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  but  given  that  principle 
of  our  law  its  full  weight  in  his  deliberations,  if  he  had  regard- 
ed any  thing  th  at  he  owes  to  jufticc  he  would  not  have  made 
fuch  a  fpeech.   But,  Sir,  1  can  remember  a  period  in  our  an- 
nals charafterifed  by  circumftances  nor  a  little  flmilart  ^nd 
conduf^  very  much  like  that  of  the  prefent  evening.    The 
memorable  epoch  of  the  flate  trials  is  freih  in  the  recolle£lion 
of  Gentlemen.    To  ihis  I  particularly  allude.    At  that  period, 
eventful  enough,  God  knows,  we  were  alTurcd  by  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  and  his  friends  near  him,   that  the 
-whole  country  was  menaced  and  in  danger  of  being  overrun 
by  French  principles,  and  the  emiflaries  of  the  correfponding 
focieties.     I  remember  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  in   the 
committees  that  were  held  on  that  occafion.   Then,  Sir,  there 
were  tremendous  reports,  whifper?  of  dark  and  infidious  con-f 
fpiracies,  of  treafon,  and  every  other  monArous  crime  that 
jcould  intereft  or  difquiet  the  mind.    Wc  were  then  prefented 
with  profiles,   and  drawings  of  pikes,  and  of  male  and  female 
(crews.     It  was  then  the  general  boaft  of  Miniftcrs,  that  they 
pofiefied  proofs  of  exifting  confpiracies,  but  they  at  the  fame 
time  modedly  told  us,  as  has  been  infmuated  this  evening, 
ihcy  regretted,  that  while  the"  trials  were  depending,  they 
could  not  bring  forward  the  proofs  of  exifting  confpiracies^  cw 
the  treafonable  mind  within,  and  the  correfponding  danger 
from  without.     Happily,  however,  thefe  auguries  foon  proved 
pll  founded,   and  the  verdi£t  of  an  Englilh  jury  declared  the 
innocence  of  the  accufed.  I  do  not  fay  that  the  right  honour- 
;^ble  Gentlemen  9ppofite  to  me  think  much  .of  the  verdi£l  of  a 
jvry  ^  but  it  is  no  unimportant  h&f  that  the  judge  who  pre- 
^        .  'fidcd 
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ffded  on  that  occafion,  congratulated  the  jury  on  their  ver- 
dift,  and  on  the  proofs  thit  had  been  exhibited  of  thofe  con- 
fpiracieS)  which  had  once  fo  much  alarmed  the  public  mindv 
being  wholly  without  foundation,  or  only  the  chimerical  off- 
fpring  of  9  faftion,  men  withopt  arms,  ammunition*  or  means 
of  any  kind,  and  even  without  zeal.  Sir,  I  mud  think  we 
are  on  tht  prefent  occafion  as  little  in  danger  of  being  over- 
whelmed with  confpirators  as  we  were  then.  But  though  I 
think  thus,  the  inference  from  the  right  honourable  Gcndc- 
man's  obfervation  mud  be  obvious.  It  mud  be  felt  that  in  fub- 
ftance  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  infmuated  that  the  pri- 
foners  are  guilty.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  the  prifoner^ 
except  Mr.  O'Connor,  but  I,  Sir,  regret  that  the  trial  at 
Maidftone  was  put  oflF.  I  reg^ret  it  for  reafons  very  different, 
with  feelings  the  reverfe  of  thofe  which  appear  to  aduate  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman.  I  regret  it.  Sir,  becaufe  I  am 
convinced  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  is  not  a  traitor,  and  is  in- 
capable of  a£ling  hoftilely  againd  this  country  or  its  conditu- 
tion.  Having  faid  this,  I  diall  now  take  the  liberty  of  making 
fome  obfervations  on  the  quedion  immediately  before  the 
Roufe..  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  affumed,  as  a 
general  propofition,  the  difcretion  veded  in  Lords  Lteote* 
nants  :  but  all  fervants  are  rcfponfible  for  their  conduA.  The 
whole  quedion  is,  therefore,  this— ^'  Has  my  honourable 
Friend  made  out  fuch  a  cafe  as  ought  to  induce  this  Houfe  to 
enter  into  the  propofed  enquiry,  and  as  requires  a  judifica- 
tion  of  the  conduft  of  my  Lorii  Onflow  ?"  1  think  this  cafe 
has  been  made  out ;  but  fo  far  from  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman meeting  the  qu.edipn  fairly,  he  has  not  in  any  one  inr 
ftancc  attempted  to  difcufs  it.  Indead  of  this,  a  great  deal  of 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  fpeech  was  occupied  with  efibrts 
to  throw  odium  on  the  rcfolutions  of  the  Borough  of  South- 
wark,  which  all  comes  to  this—-"  Is  it  fit  to  tell  the  French 
that  England  is  what  England  was.?''  But,i  Sir,  it  was  not 
neccffary  that  thefe  refolutions  diould  ever  have  been  palled, 
to  give  the  French  all  the  information  (Jn  this  fubjcft  they  can 
delire.  They  cannot  think  it  neceflary  to  refer  to  the  Borough 
of  Southwark  to  inform  them,  that  we  entered  into  the  pre- 
fent war,  drengthened  by  an  iailiance  withalmod  every  powcf 
in  Europe,  that  we  have  lod  our  allies  one  by  one  ;  that  Bel- 
gium is  annexed  to  their  Republic;  that  we  have  fudaincd 
great  and  grievous  loffes  in  the  Wed  Indies  ;  that  our  own 
debt  is  increafed  two  hundred  millions,  and  that  Ireland, 
our  right  hand,  is  in  danger  of  being  cut  off.  ^ 
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*<  It  is  complained  of  that  theieRefolutions  have  become  too 
pablic,  and  they  would  find  their  way  to  France.     Sir,  I  do 
not  know  that  this  will  be  the  cafe  ;  but  I  do  know»  that  if 
the  declaration;^  of  the  Borough  Ailbciation  reached  Fran9e,  no 
candid  or  intelligent  Frenchman  will  doubt  the  determination 
of  that  portion  of  his  Majedy's  fubjedls  to  defend  their  country^ 
and  aflert  their  rights  againd  invaders,  of  whatever  defcription. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  language,  fuch  as  that  held  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  is  eveiy  way  unworthy  of  himfelt.  A( 
one  time  the  third  was  after  unanimity ;  now  we  are  threatenr 
ed  with  fchifms  ;  and  if  ever  any  thing  ferious  to  this  coua^ 
try  (hould  be  the  cffcSt  of  party  animofity,  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  thofe  who  like  to  vex  and  wound  the  fpirit  of 
individuals  will  be  alone  to  blame.     It  indeed  is  pretty  evident 
that  no  offer  of  fervice,  no  declared  intention  to  fupport  the 
Executive  Government  in  the  hour  of  peril,  no  obliv'ion  of 
political  enmity  will  do,  unlefs  we  came  forward  to  declare  the 
prefcnt  War  juft  and  neceffary,  although  we  had  in  its  com- 
mencement, and  have  uniformly  fince  oppofed  it  as  unjuft  and 
unnecefiary ;  that  we  mull  deny  all  our  cherifhed  and  oldeft 
principles;    acknowledge    thofe  Minifters  to  have  capacity 
whofe  incapacity  we  always  have  deplored;  in  fine,  unlefs  wc 
bring  along  witH  us  a  certificate  of  our  capacity,  it  appears  to  be 
d)e  determination  of  his  Majefty's  Miniders  that  we  (hall  not 
fcrveoor  country  or  be  found  in  its  ranks,  fighting  its  battles  in 
the  hour  of  danger.  Sir,  I  do  not  (late  this  on  light  grounds.  In 
my  neighbourhood  inftances  have  occurred  of  condu£l  on  the 
part  of  Minifters  that  warrant  my  donclufions.  An  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, a  member  of  this  Houfe  (General  Tarleton)  than 
whom  there  is  not  a  niore  loyal  gallant  perfon  in  it,  has  made 
an  offer  of  his  fervices,  but  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  that  offer. 
•*The  whole  of  this  political  profcription  can  therefore  only 
mean  that  certain  perfons  (hall  not  be  trufted  with  arms,  be- 
caufe  they  have  oppofed  MiniAers.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man fays,  that  the  refolutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
of  Southwark  tend  only  to  invite  the  French  to  come  to  give 
them  the  fraternal  hug.    But  fo  little  do  they  exprefs  a  defirc 
to  receive  the  fraternal  kifs,  that  the  Refolutions  breathe  a  true 
Englifli  fpirit.    They  contain  expreflions  of  undifTemblcd  love 
of  their  country,  and  tell  the  French — "  If  you  come  we  are 
determined  to  repel  you  with^all  our  might."   The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  afferted  with  great  boldnefs  (I  need  not  expedfc 
candour  on  that  fide  of  the'Houfe)  that  the  motives  of  many 
perfons  who  had  offered  their  fervices  were  very  queftionablR, 
aad  that  the  refolutions  paffed  in  the  Borough  had  not  a  terv- 
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'  dcncy  to  produce  unanimity.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  laft,  the 
contrary  of  thi«  is  evident.  And  to  hear  men  who  have  never 
been  fupported  but  from  parfimonious  motives,  who  have  been 
buying  at  their  price,  all  that  have  ever  efpoufed  their  caufc  ; 
to  hear  thefc  men  queftion  the  purity  of  motives  is  nor  far- 
prifmg.  They  habitually,  if  not  naturally  afcribe  thofc  qua- 
lities to  others  which  they  know  they  inherit  themfelvcs. 
With  refpefl  to  the  tendency  of  the  Kefoiutions  I  (haH  fay, 
once  for  aH,  that  if  I  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Borough,  at- 
tending 7Lt  the  meeting  in  which  thofc  refolutions  were  adopt* 
ed,  and  there  fhould  come  into  the  room  a  man  who  (hould 
flatc  that  it  had  been  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  all 
reformers  were  friends  of  the  French,  and  regarded  as  fuch  by 
that  people,  the  determinatron  to  relift  them,  cxpreffed  in  one 
of  their  refolutions,  would  be  to  me  the  bed  proof  that  no  fuch 
intention  as  that  of  affifting  the  French  was  ever  entertained 
by  tlic  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark.  From  all 
thefe  confiderations,  Sir,  I  muft  fay,  1  think  it  not  candid  or 
prudent  iti  Minifters  to  ihrink  from  this  difcuflion,  and  refufc 
enquiry.  I  think  they  owe  It  to  thcmfelves,  I  know  they  owe 
it  to  their  country/*  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  faying,  he 
heartily  ap|)roved  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  would  cordially 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Baflard  could  not  think  the  prefent  queftion  of  fuffi* 
cient  magnitude  to  make  it  an  objcdt  worthy  of  difcufRon. 
All  we  fhould  now  look  to  was,  that  the  country  be  properly 
defended.  For  his  part,  he  could  never  agree  in  thinking  djat 
any  man's  charafter  could  be  flurred  by  the  difcountenan^of 
a  Lord  Lieutenant ;  if  fo,  then  his  own  chara6ler  was  afpcrfed  ; 
as  he  had  ofiered  to  arm  a  number  of  his  tenants  at  his  own 
expence,  but  his  offer  was  not  attended  to,  nor  was  he  the  leaft 
hurt  at  this  mark  of  inattention  ;  it  relieved  him  from  all  re* 
fponfibiKty  ;  it  faved  him  fome  thoufand  pounds ;  and-  the 
country  may  be  as  well  defended  by  others  as  by  him  ;  all  he 
wifhed  for  was,  that  it  might  be  efFcftually  defended. 

Lord  fV.  Ruff  ell  could  not  bring  himielf  to  aqrce  with  tlic 
hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  llie  queftion  now  before 
tbc  Houfe  was  not  an  objeft  worthy  of  conlideration  ;  it 
plainly  proved  to  his  mind,  that  it  was  the  plan  of  Minifters  to 
profcribe  every  peifon  who  did  not  endeavour  to  fupport  them 
in  power ;  but  as  to  the  noble  Lord,  whofcL  conduit  on  this 
cccafion  was  brou^t  under  the  cpnftderation  of  the  Houfe,  he 
for  one  could  declare  that  for  the  ten  years  which  lie  had  the 
honour  to  reprefcnt  the  county  of  Surry,  he  had  always  ex- 
pcneneed  the  greateft  candoor  from  that  noble  Lord  ;  and  he 
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was  fare  that  his  behaviour  in  this  recent  tranfadlion  (hould 
rather  be  afcribed  to  the  intrufion  of  Minifters  than  to  the  na- 
tural <lifpofition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surry. 
Convinced,  therefore,  as  he  was,  of  their  unwearied  attempts 
to  (ligmatize  every  perfon  who  difapproved  of  their  meafures, 
he  would  vote  for  the  propofed  enquiry.^ 

Mf.  Curwen  faid,  that  he  retained  his  former  opinion  of  the 
incapacity  of  Minifters,  and  alfo  his  idea*  of  the  ncceiBty  of  a 
.  Parliamentary  Reform.  Thefe  opinions  he  would  again  ftir 
and  fupport  when  the  proper  time  returned  for  fuch  difcuffions; 
but  the  infamous  condu(Jl  of  the  French  was  now  no  longer  to 
be  erxhired  ;  their  attempts  were  firft  to  be  baffled  and  con- 
founded; and  when  the  danger  drew  near  there  would  be 
found  but  very  few  indeed^  if  any,  who  would  not  come  for- 
ward to  meet  and  repel  it. 

Mr.  Martin  thought  the  condu£^  of  Lords  Lieutenants  of 
counties  (hould  be  fubjedlcd  to  a  due  degree  of  refponfibility ; 
they  were  named  by  the  Crown,  and  if  they  were  to  be  en- 
trulled  with  an  arbitrary  and  uncontrouled  power,' the  liberties 
of  the  country  would  be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Tierney  rofe  to  reply  ;  he  faid,  that  as  there  feemed  to 
be  no  difpofition  in  any  Gentleman  to  fay  any  thing  farther 
upon  the  queftion,  he  now  rofe  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  privilege 
of  replying  to  the  arguments  urged  againft  his  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  no  gentleman  had 
fuch  a  privilege.  It  was  an  indulgence  allowed  at  firft  for  the 
purpofes  of  explanation,  though  it  was  perfedlly  competent  for 
apy  other  perfon  to  fpeak  after  a  Gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  a  motion.  He  had  come  to  the  Houfe  with  the  inten- 
tion  of  delivering  his  fent'unents  upon  the  fubjeS  j  but  every 
point  of  argument  had  been  fo  ably  urged  by  his  right  honour- 
able Friend,  and  fo  inadequately  anfwered,  that  he  ihould 
think  he  had  no  apology  to  make  in  troubling  the  Houfe. 
Should  any  thing  be  advanced  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  which 
required  an  anfwer,  he  fhould  not  coniider  himfelf  precluded 
from  fpeakJng. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  was  aware  that  he  had  not  a  claim  of 
ftri&  right  to  be  the  laft  fpeaker ;  and  this  he  had  experienced 
on  a  former  occafion,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
taken  the  opportunity  of  his  having  previoufly  fpoken  in  reply 
for  a  let  off"  at  him  when  he  was  prevented  from  replying.  It 
was  aga'uift  this  that  he  wiftied,  if  poiCblc,  to  guard.  It  fo 
happened  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  that  the  c^ufe  of  his  rifing  and 
the  right  hon.  Cientleman's  declining  to  fpeak,  was  the  fame. 
He  had  heard  no  arguments  ufed  upon  the  other  fide  to  con- 
irince  of  the  impropriety  of  his  motion.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
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tlemai\  did  not  fcern  to  be  acquainted  with  the  provifions  of 
the  bill  which  had  paflcd  a  month  ago  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  in  which  he  liad  the  good  fortune  to  concur.  By  that 
bill  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties  were  required  to  make 
returns  as  foon  as  poffible  of  the  pcrfons  in  their  didrids  who 
were  willing  to  fervc,  and  on  what  terms.  The  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant,  however,  was  not  called  upon  to  recommend.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wiflied  to  throw  the  odium  of  refufing 
^he  pioferrcd  fcrvice  of  any  body  of  men  upon  ^he  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, while  the  Secretary  of  State  was  the  efficient  manager. 
This,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  convenient  arrangement,  if  Lords 
Lieutenants  thought  proper  to  fubmit  to  it.  It  was  faid,  that 
to  rejeS  the  officers  propofed  was  a  ftronger  meafurc,  than  to 
rcjeft  the  offer  of  an  affociation.  The  diftindlion  might  not 
be  a  good  one,  but  it  was  not  the  diftinftion  of  his  argument,ic 
was  the  defedl  of  the  bill.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that 
Lprd  Onflow  had  taken  no  fleps  to  inform  himfelf  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  but  had  thought  proper,  in  a  very  abrupt  maner,  to  throw 
a  fiur  on  th.c  inhnhitanis*of  Southwark,  by  rejeSing  their  fcr- 
vices.  Inltcad  of  courting  information  as  he  ought  to  hare 
^one,  inftt.:id  ofwifhingto  have  objcdlions  removed,  he  had 
avoided  all  exu  mi  nation  and  explanation.  In  doing  this,  had 
Lord  Onflow  done  his  duty  to  the  country  at  the  prefcnt  mo- 
mentous crifis?  The  conduft  of  Lord  Onflow  had  tended  to 
excite  divifions,  and  to  inflame  animofities  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwark;  he  had  thrown  a  flur  on  its  inhabitants,  and  if 
any  mode  could  be  fliewn  by  which  they  could  challenge  and 
compel  him  to  give  fomc  rcafon  for  his  condudl  to  them,  they 
were  determined  to  employ  it.  The  previous  rcfolutron  in 
which  thercafons  which  induced  ihcm  to  come  forward,  fo  far 
from  inviting  the  enemy,  apprifed  them  of  the  defperate  rc- 
fiflance  which  they  would  have  to  encounter.  We  had  been 
iM  that  tlie  French  vi'ere  to  he  frightened  out  of  their  wits  by 
the  unanimous  ;.ddrcfils  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  pledg- 
ing rlieir  lives  and  lortunes.  Were  the  French  theji  to  be  frighten- 
ed by  the  paper  /hut  ot  Paliament ;  and  was  the  honeft^  firm,  and 
zealous  detcimination  oftheinhabitanisof  Southwark  to  have  oo 
effect  upon  them  ?  It  Ijirras  lealbncd  as  the  right  hon. .Gentle- 
man hjtl  iupi  o!cJ,ant!  Hill  continued  to  think,  that  the  Reform- 
ers would  abet  ilicir  caufe,  the  fold'icrs  to  be  employed  in  the 
Expedition,  would  at  leafl  diavv  a  dilllrent  concluljon.  T  hey 
"wouid  not  he  encouraged  to  embark  in  the  cnrerpnze,  by  the 
inforination  that  thofc  who  were  friendly  to  the  Reform,  wouKI 
be  fijft  to  icfill  their  attempts  up^n  the  independence  of  the 
xountiy.  It  was  evident,  however,  thatAJiniflers  difcouraced 
all  offers  of  fervice,*  but  from  thoic  who  were  friendly  to  the'ir 
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adm'midrationy  and  would  not  willingly  put  arms  into  "any 
hands  but  thofe  which  were  ready  to  aj)plaud  their  meafurcs. 
His  honourable  friend  beHde  him,  (General  Tarlcton)  was  not 
the  only  inftancc.  If  the  reports  in  circulation  were  to  be  cre- 
dited, Minifters  had  rejected  offers  of  feivice  from  another 
quartec,  '"  which  from  the  exalted  flat'on  of  the  party,  there 
could  be  no  fufpicion  of  difaftbdlion,  and  had  thus  checked  the 
zeal  and  fpirit  that  was  burfting  forth  in  a  quarter  vvhere  tl^ 
country  would  rejoice  moft  to  fee  it.  This  report,  if  true,  adc^ 
ed  to  hiany  other  inftances  where  the  fame  difpolition  wf^  d»f- 
played,  proved  that  minifters  were  acerCe  to  employ  \ny  but 
thofe  who  were  ready  implicitly  to  how  to  iheir  authority  and 
to  approve  all  their  meafures.  It  was  faid  that  the  rcfolulion 
in  which  theconducl  of  the  Minifter  was  held  up  to  public  dif- 
japprobation,  was  not  calculated  to  procure  unanimity.  Xhat 
refolution  it  was  to  be  obferved  had  not  been  read  at  all  in  the 
general  meeting. 

The  firft  meeting  held  was  indeed  a  party  meeting,  and  the 
objeft  of  the  refolution  was  to  give  value  to  their  fcrvices,  by 
flicwingthat  they  were  extorted.     At  the  general   meeting, 
however,  the  plan  of  aflbciation  was  approved  of  by  an  affcm- 
bly,  where  many  prefent  were  friendly  to  the  Miniiler's  politics, 
and  feveral   alterations  were  adopted  to  accomnwdare  them. 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  obferved,  that  if  there  was 
any  violation  of  political  purity  there  mull  be  two  parties  con- 
cerned.    How  often  the  miniflcrs  were  parties    to  fuch  tran- 
failions  he  would  not  determine.     But  was  there  ever  a  period 
when  greater  temptation  was  held  out  for  jobs?  Did  ever  Mi- 
nifters hold  out  greater  advantages  to  th.Je  who  joined  them 
than  the  prefent  minifters  ?  It  was  necefLiy  to  fliew  that  there 
was  no  job,  no   finifter   motive  in   the  fui>j)ort  ordered  to  Go- 
vernment.   We  had  feen  all  principle  de^ratled,  all  appearance 
of  independence   rendered   fufpc<£lcd   by  ti.e   grcedincfs  with 
which  offers  were  htjd  out,  and  the  avid.tyWith   which  they 
were  accepted.     He  was  anxious,  llicrefore,  as  well  as   thofe 
thata6led  with  him,  to  guard  his  motlres  from  fufpicion,  and  to 
prove  himfelf  fitto  be  a  foldier,  by  fliewing  tiiathe  was  a  man 
of  honour.     What  then  was  the  conduct  uf  which  he  com- 
plained ?  Men  were  invited  to  ofFer  their  fcrvices,  and  when, 
in  the  loyalty  of  their  honeft  hearts  they  did  come  forward, 
they  were  rejefled  without  any  reafon  afligned.     It  waft  for 
tbi$  that  he  arraigned   the  conduft  of  Lord  Onflow ;  he  de- 
manded that  he  ftiould  be  put  upon  this  trial  in  the  name  of 
the  inhabitants  of  South  war  k  ;  he  called  for  fome  explanation 
of  the  infult  which  he  haJ  put  upon  them*     At  a  time  when 
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they  were  loaded  with  fo  many  grievances,  when  they  voltinia^ 
rily  came  forward  with  an  ofFcr  of  their  fervices,  was  it  prudent 
to  fend  them  back  with  an  additional  grievance  ti^ore,  and  that 
too  moft  cruel  and  infuhihg  to  their  feelings  ?  It  was  not  thart 
he  was  deficient  in  the  politenefs  which,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
might  have  been  expcfled  towards  a  member  of  Pari iannent ; 
it  was  the  flur  thrown  upon  the  inhabitants  6f  South waric, 
whkrh  ought  to  be  wiped  away.  This  might  feem  a  flight 
matter  to  fome  Gentlemen  ;  but  in  many  cafes  it  was  a  fevere 
hardfliip,  and  a  mod  painful  injury.  It  was  not  an  indifferent 
matter  to  a  little  trade fman  to  be  fufpeflcd  by  his  cuftomers ; 
it  was  not  a  flight  injury  to  tell  men  already  ground  down  by 
burdens,  who  m.nde  an  effort  to  defend  their  country  without 
any  expence  to  Government,  **  you  may  go  back  ;  we  cannot 
except  your  fervices  !"  What  handle  for  the  indulgence  of  ani- 
inoficy  did  this  furnifli  to  enflamed  partifans  ?  A  line  was  now 
drawn  between  the  fervices  of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the 
^inifler's  politics,  and  thofe  who  entertained  different  fenti- 
ments  ;  and  now  they  were  to  wait  till  the  hour  of  danger  ar- 
rived, ignorant  whether  their  fervices  were  to  be  accepted,  ci- 
ther in  fuUen  difcontent,  or  in  pious  refignation.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  faid,  that  his  office  was  filled  every  day 
with  offers  of  affociation.  Perhaps,  however,  he  ought  not  to 
rely  too  much  on  the  offers  of  which  he  boa  fled.  Many  were 
compelled  to  offer  their  fervices,  many  durft  not  refufe.  The 
time  might  come  when  it  would  be  found  that  one  good  man 
in  the  Borough  would  be  of  more  fcrvice  and  deferve  greater 
truft  than  a  multitude  of  the  figners  of  loyal  addrefles  in  favour 
of  the  Government  as  it  (lands.  If  by  the  Government  as  it 
flands,  they  mean  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  then  he 
•was  ready  to  concur  with  them  ;  but  if  they  meant  the  prcfent 
adminiflration,  it  was  an  infult  to  the  fufferings  of  the  nation 
which  minifters  had  reduced  to  its  prefent  fituation.  If  the 
prefent  motion  was  rejeded,  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark 
would  be  branded  as  unworthy  to  ferve  their  country,  their  zeal 
and  fpirit  would  be  checked,  if  without  any  reafon  afGgned  they 
could  be  liable  to  fuch  infult.  He  begged  Gentlemen  to  rc- 
iledi  calmly  upon  what  might  be  the  efieftoffuch  condu£l. 
It  was  right  for  Government  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  be  careful 
that  arms  fhould  not  be  entrufted  to  improper  perfons ;  but  at 
the  famp  time  it  ou^ht  to  beware  of  branding  whole  bodies  of 
men  as  unworthy  to  be  trufted  with  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try. Lords  Lieutenants  were  no  expedled  to  poffcfs  a  very  on- 
common  (hare  of  wifdom,  or  if  fuch  expeftations  were  enttr* 
taioed,  they  would  be  difappointcd- 
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They  were  not,  therefore,  to  be  called  upon  to  eiceri^fe  aa- 
extraordinary  difcretton.  Few  men  had  more  confidence  ia 
the  fuperiority  of  our  navy  than  he  had  ;  but  upon  the  ele- 
ment, where  our  fuccefs  had  been  fo  much  diflingutflied,  for- 
tune did  much.  It  might  happen  then  that  Englifh  liberty 
iwrould  come  to  be  defended  on  EngH(h  ground.  Was  it  wifc^ 
then,  to  open  animofities  and  inflame  parties,  or  infult  whole 
bodies  of  men,  by  telling  them  that  they  are  unworthy  to  be 
trufted  with  the  defence  of  their  country  ? 

Mr.  Diituias  faid,  that  the  offer  of  the  afibciation  in  queftioti 
had  been  made  under  the  Volunteer  Adl,  not  under  the  late 
ad  for  the  better  defence  of  the  country.  < 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  wifhed  that  part  of  Mr.  Tierney's  fpeech 
{hould  be  correSed,  in  which  he  had  reprefented  the  meeting, 
out  of  which  his  propofal  for  an  armed  afibciation  had  origi- 
nated, as  a  meeting  of  no  particular  political  party.  Mr.  T« 
faid,  that  his  honourable  colleague  had  called  the  firft  of  his 
meetings  by  invitmg  only  his  own  political  friends,  and  that 
the  fubfequent  meetings  ha<!  grown  out  of  the  former;  that 
the  Gentlemen  in  the  Borough  who  were  friendly  toGovern- 
nment,  had  hardly  any  of  them  attended  thofe  fubfequent 
meetings,  nor  had  confidered  themfelves  as  generally  invited 
to'  them.  He  obferved,  that  an  afibciation  had  exificd  previous  to  • 
that  propofed  by  Mr.  Ticrnev,  who  were,  at  the  time  of  his 
,  application  to  Lord  Onflow;  inviting  others  td  join  them,  and 
never  rejedled  any  offers  made  them.  Moft  of  the  Gentlemen 
in  the  norough  ha^  been  unwilling  to  join  themfelves  to  the 
afibciation  propofed  by  Mr.  Tierney,  v/hich  was  prefumed  to 
conCftof  perfons  entirely  of  one  fide  in  politics.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton concluded  by  faying  that  he  did  not  wi(h  to  enter  into  a 
difcuflion  of  the  particulars  of  this.bufinefs,  further  than  to  re- 
nurk  that  the  idea  of  Mr.  Tierney's  afibciation  being  confi-  ' 
dered  as  a  general  one  in  the  Borough,  and  having  no  reference  to 
party,  as  had  been  dated  by  Mr.  Tierney,  was  contrary  to 
what  he  underftood  to  be  the  faft. 

Mr.  Tiernfy  faid,  that  the  perfons  who  were  ftated  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  to  have  confidered  ihemftlves  as  in- 
truders, weie  more  of  fpies. 

Lord  Kawkejbury  could  not  think  i^nanimity  was  mubh 
the  objeft  of  men,  who  at  their  firft  meeting  had  pafied  re- 
folutions  hoftile  to  his  Majefty's  Government,  and  called 
another  meeting  brt  the  bafis  of  thefe  refolutions,  aflfeftedly 
profefling  to  wifti  for  unanimity.  It  having  been  acknow- 
]eged,  that  there  were  many  political  divifions  in  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  Lord  Hawkefi^ury  contended^  that  fuch  refo- 
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lotions  woald  rathdr  increiife  their  antmoiity^  than  produce 
vnantmity. 

Mr.  7iVr«#7  explained. 

Mr.  Dundas  wiihed  that  no  unfavourable  impredion  (hould 
be  made  on  the  public  mind  in  confequence  of  any  thing  he 
had  faid  that  might  be  applied  to  the  prifoncrs  at  Maid(lone. 
He  was  far  from  meaning  to  prejudice  their  caufe,  and  had 
only  ftated  generally,  that  if  the  trial* had  not  been  necefTariiy 
delayed,  proofs  would  have  been  laid  on  the  tabic  of  that 
Houfc  of  the  exiftence  of  great  and  alarming  confpiracies. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  impute  the  intention  of  prejudging  the 
pHfoners  to  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  but  certainly  his 
ttrords  would  bear  that  conftrudlion. 

The  queftion  being  Ibudly  called  for,   the  Houfe  divided, 
J/k"  (for  the  motion)     22  Noes     141. 

ThjC  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred.  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday;  May ^, 
The  Earl  oi  Mansfield  Yf:is  fworn,  and  took  his  feat. 

APPEAL. 
JOSHUA    SMITH,     ES<^    V,    SIR  JAMES    COCICBURN,    BART. 
AND  HENRY  JONES,    GENT. 

On  this  appeal,  which  we  underftand  is  from  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  the  appellant's  counfel  was  heard  at  confiderable 
length;  after  which  their  Lordfliips  adjourned  the  further 
hearing  till  the  next  day.  The  counfel  for  the  refpondenis 
were  not  lefs  than  five  in  number. 

The  feveral.  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 

refpeftivc  ftages.    Among  thofe  was  the  report  of  the  Alien 

Bill,  to  which  the  amendment  propofed  the  preceding  day  by 

the    Lord   Chancellor,    being  fubftanlially  to  the  following 

^  cfl'edt,  was  confirmed  by  the  Houfe,  viz. 

**  That  aliens  abiding  in  the  kingdom  by  the  King's  li- 
cence, purfuant  to  the  direftions  of  tliTs  aft,  (hall  not  be  li- 
able to  be  arretted,  imprifoned,  or  held  to  hail,  &c-  by  reafon 
of  any  debts,  or  other  caufe  of  adtions,  contra  fled  in  any  parU 
beyond  the  feas,  other  than  the  dominions  of  his  Majefty.** 

After  difpafing  of  general  bufmefs,  their  Lordihips  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  9. 
Sir  W.  Lemon  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  dfrparture  of  fhipi  on  common  and  uninclofed  land* 
Read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  ingroffed, 

Mr. 


If  AT  9.]      WOODFALUS  PARLIAMENTARY  RBPORTS.  4!^ 

Mr.  Bodd'mgtons  Divorce  Bill  pafled  9  Commitlee  of  the 
whole  Houfc. 

PRISONERS  OF   WAR. 

Mf .  W.  Btmli  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Commitieci^ 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  cpnfider  of  thp  treatmeot  of  pci* 
foners  of  war. 

The  report  was  read  ;  the  fubftancc  of  which  is,  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Conimittee,  that  the  charge  of  cruelty  to- 
wards French  prifoners  of  war,  brought  againft  this  country, 
u  utterly  void  of  foundation,  and  appears  to  be  fabricatud  aad 
brought  forward  by  the  enemy,  to  juilify  their  own  tueatineot 
to  the  Britifh  prifoners  conEned  in  France^  and  to  irritate  die 
people  there  againft  this  nation* 

That  Britifti  prifoners  of  war,  confined  in  France,  have 
been  treated  with  a  rigour  and  inhumanity  heretofore  unufed 
in  civilized  nations. 

That  the  Britifh  Government  have  been  always  defirous  of 
treating  by  cartel  with  France  on  fair  and  liberal  terms,  and 
would  accede  to  any  that  were  juft  and  reafonahle,  and  due  to 
a  nation  ;  but  that  the  rcfufal  has  arifen  &om  the  obftinacy  of 
France,  who  had  difrcgarded  the  bw  of  nations  with  regard  to 
prifoners  X)f  war,  fo  groisly  violated  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  Sydney 
Smith.. 

The  report  with  the  appendix,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  meffi^e  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Loids  had  agreed  to  feveral  public  bills* 

The  Bill  for  better  regulating  Turnpike  Roads  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  an  open  Conti^ 
mittee,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Lu(hington. 

The  Bill  for  appropriating  200,oool.  towards  the  rcduSion 
of  the  national  debt  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day, 
on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  That  the  A<Sk  of  the 
14  Geo.  Ill  chap.  42.  be  read  ;  which  was  done.  It  relates 
to  the  prohibiting  the  importation  of  light  diver  coin  into  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  fuch 
ASt  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  and  to  fufpend  die  coining  of 
Silver.     Granted. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  voted  fe- 
veral refolutions  relative  to  duties  on  articles  in  the  Ifle  of 
Man. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Curwen  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  giving  fome  time  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  place  to  know  the  Refolutions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  there  would  be  aft 
opportunity  of  difcufTing  thefe  kefolutions  in  Committcei  of 
the  whole  Houfe  fome  time  hence,  when  the  bills  arrived  at 
that  ftage.  The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day. 

LAND  TAX   SALE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day 
on  the  Land-Tax  Kill,  which  was,  that  the  Report  be  now 
taken  into  further  coniideration ;  the  order  being  read,  he 
moved  that  this  bill  be  re-committed.     Ordered. 

He  moved  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

The  queftion  being  then  put  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
Chair,  in  order  to  recommit  the  bill, 

Lord  Sheffield  went  over  his  former  objeSions.  He  faid  be 
was  by  no  means  reconciled  to  the  meafure,  nor  had  any  thing 
he  heard  upon  that  fubjed  obviated  his  objedtions  ;  it  was  a 
meafure  unjuft  and  oppreffive  upon  the  landholder ;  and  if  it 
liad  any  tendency  to  benefit,  it  was  at  the  fole  expence  of  the 
landholder.  It  went  to  reduce  the  price  of  land,  and  the  land- 
ed Gentkman  was  made  a  facrifice.  If  the  meafure  was  to 
have  any  efFe£l,  where  was  the  landed  gentleman  to  get  the 
money  to  buy  his  land-tax  ?  If  he  procured  the  money,  it  mud 
4>e  drawn  from  fources  where  it  was  at  prefent  much  more 
ufefully  employed  \  from  the  pufuits  of  agriculture,  from  ma- 
nufaSure,  or  from  commerce.  The  confequence  mud  be,  a 
great  (lagnation  in  thofe  branches.  It  would  be  impoffible  to 
borrow  the  money ;  for  what  monied  man  would  lend  his 
money,  at  legal  intereft,  when  he  could  make  fix  per  cent,  in 
the  Public  Funds,  with  the  profped  of  increafmg  his  capital 
50  per  cent,  on  the  return  of  peace  ?  For  fuppofing  the  ^rice 
of  Stock  to  rife  to  75,  at  the  return  of  peace,  the  ftockholdcr 
would,  by  that  tife,  increafe  his  capital  50  per  cent.  Or  fup- 
pofing that  (bme  landed  gentlemen  were  now  in  poITefiion  of 
fiock  enough  to  commute  for  their  land-tax,  would  it  be  worth 
their  giving  fix  per  cent,  to  receive  only  five  and  a  half  in  ex- 
change ?  Seeing,  therefore,  the  meafure  both  infufficient  and 
oppreflive,  he  (hould  op{X>fe  its  further  progrefs. 

Mr.  Peele  faid,  that  this  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  general  pro- 
feilional  concern,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  fpeaking  hit 
fentiments.  He  had  not  attended  during  the  former  difcufiions 
of  this  meafure,  but  he  underdood  that  a  great  deal  of  violent 
language  had  been  ufed  againfi  it.  When,  however^  he  look- 
ed 
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ti  ir>l9  the  biH,  he  foand  it  fo  very  rnofienfivei  the  he  was  for- 
prifed  the  bfiguage  of  ptque  ^d  refentment  ihould  be  nied 
agaiAft  it*  It  -feemed'  co  hrm  a  meafbre  of  ftich .  a  nature,  thaf 
none  could  objed  to  it..  A  noble  Lord  had  confidered  it  as  ari 
auacli  upon  the  landed  intereft  ;  he  faw  no  attack  vtpan  them  ;  - 
it  only  gave  tbem  a  power  to  redeem  themfelves  from  abvrdeit 
which  was  now  impofed  upon  th^m ;  or  how  could  it  affeA 
the  trade  of  the  country  Mf  perfons  were  making  eight  or  nino 
per  cent,  of  their  nloney  in  trade,  they  would  not  of  courfe^ 
draw  it  out ;  or  if  they  did,  it  Wa«  at  their  own  ehoic^.  Therop 
was  no  cofttpulfion  in  the  cafe ;  the  bill  did  not  compel  them* 
to  hoy.  •  In  Aort,  sn  a  meafure  calculated  to  support  the  credit 
and  intereft  of  the  country,  he  conceived  it  entitled  to  hi* 
warmcft  fupport^  ^ 

Mr.  Daim/m  declared,  that  he  did  not  wifh,  at  this  criiis, 
to  throw  any  oUlaclcs  ^n  the  way  of  the  operations  of  Govern-* 
ment ;  httt  this  bill  was  fo  novel  and  pernicious  in*  its  princi-^ 
pie,  and  fo  vexatious  iri  its  operation,  that  he  muft  dtffisnt 
from  iti  being  palled  into  a  law.  He  took  his  fland  upon  the 
ground  of  the  impolicy  of  the  meafbre,  and  particularly  at  the 
time  at  which  it  w«a  broo^  forward.  This  was  the  word: 
period  which  poffiUy  couid  be  diofen  to  call  upon*  the  landed 
gentlemen  to  lecde^m  or  purchafe  their  land-tax ;  and  if  at 
othtr4ifncs  better  terms  could  be  made,  fuch  times  could  and 
ouflh^  to  be  waited  for.  He  conceived  it  to  be  extremely  un« 
juft  to  pHf  more  than  their  (bare  of  burthen  upon  the  landed 
inteieftr*  We  were  all  engaged  in  »  common  caufe,  and  for 
the  fopport  of  that  caufe'  we  ought  aU  to  contribute  our  equal 
ihares* 

Sir  y.  Sinclair  declared,  that  he  confidered  this  as  ain  exoep* 

tionable  meafure,  and  therefore  he  (hould  oppofe  it,  and  ftate  the 

reaibns  of  fuch  oppofition.    But  before  he  went  to  the  meafure 

itfel^  he  .would  ihte  an  obje&ion  to  the  legality  of  their  pro-* 

ccedrngs.    The  Houfe  had  already  voted  a  Land  Tax  for  the 

year  1798,  at  the  fumof  four  {hilling  in  the  pound,  and^ 

confiftent  with  their  own  orders  and  fules,  that  bill  could  not 

be  repealed,  altered,  or  amen^d  in  the  (ame;SeffionSy  without 

the  Houfe  bad  referved  to  tbemf<^ves  a  fpecial  power  for  that 

parpofer-^aclaiife  in  the  bilL    It  bad  beenufual  to  rcferve 

fuch  powers  in  fome  cafes,  and  there  was  a  diftinflion  of  the 

power  referved:  in  fome  cafes  it  went  only  to  alter  and  vary, 

arKf  in  others  to  repeal  totally.     This  was  the  preliminary 

dijeftion  to  which  he  wiflied  to  dire6£  the   attention  o( 

the  Hoiifc.   • 

Vox- II.  1798.  3R  Thtf* 
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.  The  Chanallor  0/  ihi  Ejf^btqner.  faid,  t^at  th#  hofKHir^lUe 
Baronet  would  certainly  do  right  to  fettle  the  point  of  J^^ 
lityi  as  be  termed  it,  before  he  entered  into  theprinciplesjll^ 
the  meafure.      •  -  i  •  j7» 

•  Sir  7-  Sinclair  then  moved  the  reading  of  a  daufe  in  the 
zOloIt  Gi9.  IIL  c.  4-  and  the  claufe  in  the  land  tax  of  the 
prefeptyeary  giving  a  power  to  alter  and  vary  it  in  the  bvat 
UiBon  of  Paiiiameni.  .The  claufes  being  both  read.  He  (aid, 
he  had  moved,  that  thefe  claufes  (hould  be  read,  in  order  to 
eSablith.that  <li(lindion,  that  there  wer«  two  different  modes 
of  refervatioDy  the  one  of  whi^h  went  to  the  total  of  a  bili| 
and  tKe  ot^er  only  to  alter  and  vary  parts  of  it.     And,  in* 
deed;  fo  nrluch  wa&  this  diftijiSion  imprefled  upon  the  minds 
of  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  bill  of  this  fellions  which  was  tore* 
gubte  the  qualifications  of  commiflioners  of  the  land  tax»tlie 
bill  had  for  its  preamble,  **  an  ad  to  vary  and  alter  fo  much  of 
the  land-tax  as  relates  to  the  qualifications  of  commiflioners«" 
So  the  bill  before  the  Haufe  ought  to  be  entitled,  *'  a  bill  for 
altering  and  varying  the  former  bill,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the 
particular  objeifts  in  view,"     Thishe  conceived  to  be  an  ob« 
jeAi5n  f^tal  to  the  meafure,  and:ihat  the  Houfe,  confiflent 
frith  its  own  rules  and  Orders,  could  not  proceed  further  in  it. 
•The  Chaiiceilor  (f  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  honourable 
Baronet  had  dated,  that  there  was  a  power  to  vsry,  alter,  and 
repeal  any  part  of  the  ad,  and  confequently  to  alter,  vaiy, 
and  repeal  every  part  of  the  zQ.  alluded  to,  in  fucceflion.  The 
Houfe  v/ould  determine  whether  this  coi|ld  be  any  thing  ihoft 
bf  a  complete  power  to  repeal  the  whole,  if  ncccflary-  This 
was  a  queftion  which  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  and  tlie 
chair.     Another  anfwcr  which  he  gaVe  to  the  honourable 
Baronet  was  this— that  this  bill  did  notpropofe  to  alter,  vaift 
or  repeal  the  land  tax  bill  for  the  prefent  year  in  any  one  in- 
ftance,  or  in  any  one  claufe  whatever.     The  Houfp  had  voted 
a  land  taX  for  the  year  179S,  and  this  bill  left  thb  provifions 
for  the  year  179H  exaflly  as  it  found  them.     The  only  dif- 
ference was  this,  that  whereas  by  the  arinual  bill,  the  duty 
would  ceafe  at  the  expiration  of  that  ad,  by  the  operation 
of  the  prefent  bill  the  duties  were  continued.    The  other  re- 
gulations refpeding  the  terms  of  purchafe,  &c.  did  not  in  the 
imalleft  degree  apply  to  the  prefent  year.     The  honourable 
Baronet's  argument,  he  therefore  thought  defedive,  as  there 
>ras  fuiBctent  power  to  repeal  the  bill  impofing  the  tand-tax« 
even  during  the  prefent  feJIion ;  and  If  there  was  not,  this 
meafore  did  not  require  it. 

The 


I 


ysiT  f.y  nmODPALLfS  PARUAMtMTARV  MPOftTS.  499 
^ThefpeMkr  tM,  this  was  a  queftion  upon  whkh  it  was 
iin|ioiKbIe  fdr  him  to  give  any  opinion.  The  Houfcf  haj" 
heard  both  the  claufes  read,  and  they  would  determine  upon 
them.  At  the  fame  time,  if  they  required  his  opinion,  he 
would  give  it.  It  was  his  duty  to  brfng  to  their  recolledion 
their  rules  and  orders,  and  when  he  had  done  fo;  it  was  for 
themfelves  to  determine  any  queftion.  ■  He  had  nohefitation 
in  faying,  that  he  thought  the  prefent  meafure  did  not  in  the 
leaft  touch  upon  the  land  tax  a6l  for  the  year,  and  that  with- 
out the  refervation  in  the  a£l,  this  bill  did  not  infringe  upon 
the  rule  which  prohibits  the  fame  meafure  to  be  twice  agi- 
tated in  the  fame  fcffion  ;  but  that  if  it  did  in  «ff<^^  the  re- 
fervation contained  in  the  former  bill  was  fully  fuBicient  to 
juftify  the  meafure.  The  land  tax  zA  impofed  a  duty  0P4S. 
in  the  pound  for  the  year  17989  and  this  bill  perpetuates  that 
duty ;  fo  that  this  bill  commenced  its  operation  when  the 
other  ceafed  to  a£t. 

Sir  yobn  Sinclair  refumcd. — He  objefled  to  the  meafure 
on  conAitutional  grounds,  as  it  took  away  the  check  which 
that  Houfehad  upon  the  fupplies  to  be  grant^  to  the  crown 
annually.     Other  taxes.  Which  depended  upon  paflion  and 
prejudice,  fuch  as  thofe  i^pon  fniiff,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  might 
tail,  but  land  was  a  fure  fource  of  revenue  :  yet  a  land-tax 
was  in  itfelf  a  tax  both  unuft  and  uneaual,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  perpetuated  ;  and  he  would  (late  the  opinion 
of  a  former  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  fubj^ct. 
In  the  year  1732,  whf  n  Sir  R.  fTaipo/e  was  Chancellor  of  the 
JExchequer,  he  propofed  to  reduce  the  land  tax  to  one  (hilling 
in  the  pound.     He  was  oppofed  by~  fome  Gentleman  :  and 
Iq  anfwer  he  faldy  that  a  land-tax  was  the  moft  unjuft  of  all 
taxes,  and  that  jit  ought  never  to  be  impofed  but  in  Cafes  of 
the  greatc(J  neccfjjty.     I|e  made  a  wonder  of  it  at  that  time, 
that  a  tax  fo  unequal  and  unjiii)  (hoiild  have  laf^ed  for  forty 
years.     But  it  was  refcrved  for  tjie  preient  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  come  forward  with  a  propofition  for  makmg 
k  perpetual,  and  to  threaten  the  kingdom  with  an  unlimited 
impoft  upon  land,  which,  in  fact,  was  the  cafes  if  the  princi- 
ple of  this  bill  was  once  admitted.     Ht  had  other  objections^ 
and  particularly,  as  was  (tated  by  the  noble  Lord,  to  the  mif- 
chieCs  that  would  aVife  to  the  interefts  of  agriculture,  by  with- 
drawing money  from  agricultural  purfuits.     Nor  will  |his 
1^  the  only  evil,  for  a  tax  upon  land  according  to  its  yalue, 
would  ever  be  a  great  impediment  and  obftacle  to  improve* 
tQcnU     He  doubted  alfo  very  muc(»  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the 

3R2  meafure; 
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HieflfruTe ;  he  law  no  reafon  that  ^.OiM  ioduee  the  moaied 
mefi  to  exchahge  their  flock  for  this  new  fore  of  fecurttir.-  .He 
'  bopedy  therefore,  the  Houfe  would  fee  die  propriety  ^  deficr- 
riog  the  bill  until  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament.  Nothing 
.  could  be  done  in  it  until  the  25th  of  March  next,  aS)  until  that 
time,  the  landholder  was  not  called  upon  to  decbre  whether 
he  would  purchafe  or  noti  ,  Let  it  then  be  amended,  with  all 
die  claufes  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  wiibed  to  propofe,  anJ 
then  printed  and  circulated  through  the  country.  By  the  next 
fi^ffion  of  Parliament,  if  it  was  fo  very  good  a  meafure,  the  pub- 
lic would  well  underftahd  it,  and  fupport  it  with  zeal.  Upon 
thefe  grounds,  he  (houtd  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
and  move,  that  the  further  confideration  diould  be  deferred  un* 
til  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Jones  opprfed  the  bill  very  warmly ;  he  thought  it  un- 
conftitutional  and  dangerous ;  he  hoped  there  was  but  one  heart 
and  one  hand  in  this  country  againA  the  common  enemy  ;  tiiat 
if  we  had  a  long  pull  we  ihould  have  a  (Irong  pull,  ana  a  poll 
altogether— but  not  by  fuch  a  meafure  as  this ;  he  wi(hed  with 
all  his  heart  the  Minifler  would  come  forward  at  once  with  a 
plan  to  take  the  tenth  of  the  income  of  every  perfon  in  the 
kingdom  to  fupport  this  contefl. 

Mr.  Burdon  difagreed  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  a$  to  the  tendency  of  this  meafure,  which  he  thought 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  in  its  effeds. 

Siw^jobn  Sinclair  explained* 

Colonel  Eifard  faid,]  that  he  (hould  detain  the  Houfe  a  very 
few  minutes,  but  that  he  wiihed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on 
what,had  fallen  from  feveral  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  mea- 
fure, which  had  his  moft  hearty  aflent,  becaufe  he  could  not 
fee  any  of  thofe  evils  which  had  been  prediScd  of  it,  and  be- 
caufe none  of  the  objedions  did,  in  his  opinion,  go  materially 
^ainft  the  principle  df  the  bilL  As  to  that  which  related  to 
the  conftitutional  ground,  it  was,  in  his  mind,  compfetely 
done  away,  by  the  provifiori  which  made  a  quantum  of  the 
prefent  permanent  taxes  annnal,  in  proportion  to  the  quantuni 
of  annual  tax  which  might  be  rendered  {)ermanent  by  the  ope- 
ration  of  this  meafure.  The  objeftion  made  by  a  noble  JLord, 
and  another  honourable  Gentleman  that  probably  the  taxes  on 
Sugar,  Tobacco,  and  SnufF,  might  fall  off,  did  not  apply  ;  for 
that  the  ddngcr*  to  the  Conftitution  arofe  from  the  Exccntivc 
Power  having  too  large  a  fixed  and  permanent  income,  and 
from  that  Houfe  not  having  the  check  of  granting  annually  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  revenue.  With  rcfpedt  to  the. bene- 
fits to  he  derived  from  the  meafure,  he  was  perfuaded  *ti)ey 

Mrould 
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would  be  «o-«xteniive  vrkh  the  operation  of  the  bill  (  <hatif 
the  whde  was  fold,  a  certain  benefit  we)uld  accrue  to  the  pob* 
Uc,.and  if  half  only  ihould  be  dlfpofed  of,  half  the  benefit  wotiU 
be  derived.  There  was  no  obligation  to  purchafe,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  land,  if  he  did  not  choQfe  to  purchafe,  remained  juft 
as  he  was  before ;  for  he  could  not  lay  much  ftrefs  on  what  had 
been  urged  about  the  feelings  Qf  gentlemen  who  did  not  pur* 
chafe  their  own  Land  Tax.  There  did,  however,  appear  la 
him  one  obje£tion  of  a  more  folid  nature,  and  that  was,  the 
injury  which  would  be  fuftained  by  the  perfons  whom  thit 
jneafure  would  chiefly  zScSt^  if  a  period  ihould  arrive  when 
the  circum(hinces  of  the  country,  would  admit  of  the  T^nd 
Tax  being  reduced  to  a^  lefs  rate  tlian  four  (hillings  in  the 
|X>und ;  and  lie  thought  that  if  any  claufe  could  be  devifed,  hj 
which  perfons' who  had  purchafed  their  Land  Taxat  the  rate 
of  four  ihtUfngs,  ihould  be  enfured  fome  recompenfe  or  ioi* 
inunity,  in  fuch  an  event,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  He  was 
feniible  of  the  great  difficulty  of  forming  fuch  a  claufe,  becaufe 
it  was  almbft  impoffible  to  nx  a  criterion  by  which  the  period 
could  be  afceitained  ;  but  if  fuch  a  claufe  could  not  be  intro- 
duced, he  trufted  that  the  goodfenfe  and  the  juftice  of  a  future 
legiilature  would  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  whenever 
the  circumftances  of  the  country  ihould  hereafter  point  out  the 
propriety  of  adopting  it. — Gentlemen  had  faid,  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  making  an  innovation  like  that  now  under 
confideration  ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  this  was  the  moft 
proper  time— it  was  the  danger  and  difBcuity  of  the  prefent 
nioment  which  imperiouilyi  called  for  the  adaption  of  fome 
great  financial  operation  like  the  prefent,  and  what  in  times  of 
iecuriiy  and  tranquillity  was  a  matter  of  indifference,  was  now 
ai  cafe  of  urgency  and^necedlty.  We  were  engaged  in  a  war 
,with  an  implacable  and  revengeful  enemy,  who  threatened  the 
deilruflion  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  who  were  purfuing  every 
means  in  their  power  to  carry  thefe  threats  into  execution. 
Whatever  furmifes  gentlemen  might  have  heretofore  made  on 
the  probable  cfFe£is  ofthe  French  Revolution,  the  events  of  the 
lait  eight  or  ten  menihs  had  rendered  them  no  longer  an  objed 
of  fpeculation,  but  of  pofitive  certainty  ;  their  defigns  were 
now  clearly  developed;  their  plans  were  cleaiiy  to  revolu* 
tionize  and  overturn  every  Government.  Whether  they  came 
as  friends,  with  oi&rs  of  amity,  or  as  enemies,  with  threats  of 
eHftermi nation,  their  approach  was  equally  baleful  and  equally 
deftru6live.  They  had  conquered  by  appealing  to  and  excit- 
ing die  word  paflicns  ;  they  had  firn  deluded,  and  then  fubju- 
^ated  the  countries  over  which  they  now  had  dominion.  Who* 

ever 
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ever  ^ill  doubted  it,  might  look  at  Geooat  Tufcaiiy^llMD  Cif^ 
alpine  Republic,  Holland,  and  Venice;  at  this  lafi  plj^ce-parn 
tkularly,  after  haying,  by  the  bared  a^  of  trcacherv«  gonpo^ 
ftffion  of  the  government ;  after  having  plundered  the  arfentU 
the  treafqry,  and  the  people,  did  they  leave  tb^m  tochpofe  a 
govemment  for  themfelves?  No;  in  utter  derelldion  of  all 
their  principles;  or  rather  their  pretenfions,  they  had  affigoed 
tbem  over  to  an  abfolute  monarch,  they  themfelves  having 
fiifom  eternal  hatred  to  royalty,  If  this  did  not  (atisfy  gentle- 
n^ns'  minds,  let  them  took  at  what  had  pafled  lately  in  the 
capital  of  an  empire,  the  fovi^reign  of  which  had  i^ntercd  into  a 
recent  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  French  Government^ — Som^ 
pevfon  here  callinz  to  order,  the  Speaker  explained  the  praAicc. 
—Col.  Elford  faid,  that  he  certainly  was  in  order,  for  ^hat  he 
was  arguing  from  the  general  fyftem  of  the  enemy,  as  to  the 
neceffity  of  adopting  ftrong  meafures  in  this  country ;  that, 
however,  he  would  not  proceed  further,  nor  take  up  more  time 
of  the  Houfe  than  to  add,  that  he  thought  it  was  the  dan^rous 
fituatson  in  which  the  country  (lood  that  particularly  called  for 
every  efibrt  on  our  part ;  that  the  prefent  meafure  would  prove 
highly  beneficial  and  efficacious,  and  that,  as  fuch,  he  fhoQld 
give  it  his  moft  hearty  fupport. 

Mr.  Eiiifon  faid,  the  prefent  was  a  period  which  called,  for 
the  ftrongeft  exertions  from  all  claflTes  of  people.  It  made  no 
difference  wj}ether  a  man's  property  lay  in  land  or  not,  it  wa^ 
both  his  duty  and  his  inierefl  to  give  that  property  to  fupport 
the  public  caufe.  If  they  did  not,  they  would  probably  loon 
have  neither  life  nor  property  to  give.  In  the  part  of  the  coun* 
try  in  which  he  lived,  the  people  were  unanimous  in  their  de- 
termination to  fupport  the  common  caufe.  His  property  in 
.  general  lay  in  land,  but  that  did  not  make  any  difference  to 
him,  becaufe  had  his  property  been  of  a  different  fort,  dill  he 
ihould  have  fupported  this  meafure.  He  could  not  conceive 
that,  as  a  land-holder,  he  would  be  in  a  worfe  fituation  aftep 
this  bill  paffed  than  he  wa$  at  prefent ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
thought  this  meafure  held  out  very  confiderable  benefits  to  him 
in  that  charadler.* — With  refpedl  to  the  obfervation,  that  tl)is 
plan,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  afford  greater  facility  ta 
the  impofition  of  a  ne>v  Land  Tax,  he  could  not  fee  the  leaft 
foundation  for  it,  bccaufe  it  was  always  in  the  power  of  Par^e- . 
liament  to  augment^the  Land  Tax  if  occafion  required  it ;  anJ 
this  meafure,  if  agreed  to,  cogld  neither  add  to,  nor  take  from 
that  power.  He  agreed  With  an  hon.  Member  who  fpoke  be- 
fore bim,  in  a  wi(h  that  a  ux  could  he  laid  upon  all  property 
equally — Before  be  fat  down  be  wi(bed  to  make  oa^  obferya* 

.  '  tiOQ, 
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tion,  If  It  w«s  not  irrtgtilar,  which  was,  that  in  all  the  places 
where  hefiad  aAed  as  a  Commiffioncr  to  receive  appeals  upon 
aAefies  tax^  the  only  complaint  he  ever  heard  againft  xbeak 
wibs,  that  they  did  not  artacli  equally. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  upon  the  amendment^ 
Jy€Sf      ay  Noes     124. 

The  Houre  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee^  Mr« 
Douglas  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  HuJ/iy  exprefled,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  his  wifli 
that  the  Minifler  would  adopt  a  plan  for  laying  an  equal  casR 
upoif  all  pr(^rty.  With  refped  to  the  prefent  meafure,  one, 
of  his  ftrongeft  obje^ions  to  it  was,,  that  the  land  t^x,  as 
at  prefent  exifting,  was  unequal,  confequently  that  inequa*'. 
lity  would  be  perpetuated,  without  the  hope  of  relief..  In  the 
various  land-tax  a£ls,  the  tax  was  apportioned  out  to  the  coun<- 
ties  ;  but  the  ^Sts  did  not  declare  in  what  manner  the  repar- 
tition was  to  be  made  in  the  counties,  confequently,  it  was* 
fomcticncs  levied  in  an  unequal  manner ;  but  no  proviHon  was. 
made  in  this  bill  to  redlify  thefe  errors  i  on  the  contrary^  they 
were  to  exift  for  ever. 

TJie  Chancilkr  of  the  Exehequer  faid,  that  with  refpeft  to, 
the  obfervation  which  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Gen* 
tleman  who  fpoke  laft,  as  well  as  from  fome  other  honourable. 
Member,  recommending  a  tax  upon  all  property,  he  begged: 
to  fay,  that  he  perfectly  <:oiicurred  in  the  principle  of  taxing, 
in  proportion  to  property,  and  had  gone  farther  in  carrying 
that  principle  into  praftice  than  any  of  his  predecelTors.. 
Whenever  any  plan  could  be  fuggeded,  by  which  a  tax  of 
that  kind  could  be  fairly  laid  on,  he  Ihould  confider  it  as  a 
great  financial  difcovery. 

'  The  next  obje£lion  made  by  the  honourable  Gentlenun 
was,  that  the  prefent  land-tax  was  unequal,  and  that  this  plan 
would  perpetuate  that  inequality.  This  he  really  confidered 
jBther  as  a  recommendation  of  the  meafure  than  an  obje&ion 
to  it.  If  the  land-tax  was  not  made  perpetual  by  this  bill,  was . 
there  any  gentleman  fanguine  enough  to  fappofe  that  diere  was. 
a  chance  of  its  being  reduced  ?  But  when  Gentlemen  talked 
of  making  the  tax'  equal,  before  they  perpetuated  it,  they 
fhould  reeollcdl,  that  there  were  conveyances,  fettlements, 
&c.  made,  which  they  could  not  it.  prefent,  with  any  degree 
of  juftice,  alter.— If  ever  a  period  mould  come  .in  which  it. 
might  be  neceflary  to  impofe  a  freHi  tax,  it  moil  undoubtedly 
oi^ht  to  be  equal ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  great  injuAice 
to  equalize  rctrofpeftively.  If  Gentlemen  woui4  confider 
Xbisittlgedl,  they  would  not  find  this  injuftice  of  which  they 

talked. 
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firiked.  Th6fe  who  now  paid  a  fmail  I  land-taor,  wduld  banre 
Vtn  a  fmall  fum  to  pay  for  its  redemption  ;  and  tbore  whopaWl 
^  brge  fum  wt>uM,  bf  purehafing  their  tax,  be  freed  from  the 
payment  of  a  large  fum  annually.  '  With  refped  to  what  the 
honourable  Oaifleman  had  faid  about  the  repartition  of  the 
tax  in  counties,  he  believed  he  was  not  quite  corrcft  io  his 
fiMement,  becaufe  there  were  daufes  to  that  c(k&,  in  varions 
ARs  of  Parliament. 

Thtf  fcvcral  claufes  and  profifiorts  o^  the  Ell,  together  witli 
*  variety  of  amendments,  were,  in  the  courfe  of  a  lone  and 
Multory  converfation,  in  which  the  Solicitor  General,  Lord 
SheiBeld,  Mefiis.  Jollifiv,  VanfittBrt,  Burdon,  Sir  M  W. 
Kidley,  Mr.  Wood,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exciicqoer, 
hext  the  principal  parts,  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 
"  In  the  courfe  of  the  foregoing  difcuf&ons,  the  probable  con- 
tingeticy  of  the  adoption  of  a  new  land-tax,  and  the  recipcocal 
tfff^  which  fuch  a  meafure,  and  that  under  confideration. 
Mod  have,  being  referred  to  by  one  or  two  Gentlemen. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  conceived  it  neceflary  to 
lay  a  very  few  words  upon  that  point.  It  was  certahi,  he  ob- 
iefved,  that  the  neceffities  of  the  State  might  be  fuch  as  to  ren- 
der the  adoption  of  the  meafure- alluded  to  expedient,  at  a  fu- 
ture period;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the 
tnt  ihould  be  made  as  corre£lly  equal  as  the  nature  of  it  would 
:rimit ;  that  fuch  impodtions  ihould  taice  place  on  the  nett  in- 
come of  eftates,  after  paying  the  old  land-tax,  and  not  on  a 
cakulation  of  the  grofs  amount  of  cftates,  including  that  io* 
tiombrance..  The  adoption  of  this  rule,  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple^ he  conceived  to  be  the  Icaft  uncertain  guide  to  the  ar- 
riving at  a  corrca  cqualitv  in  the  diftribution  of  the  tax. 

In  a  fubfequent  part  ot  the  difcuffion,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  occafion  to  Remark  upon  what  was  a  very  im- 
portant confederation,  but  at  the  fame  time,  a  queftionable  ex- 
pedient in  the  line  of  policy,  namely,  whether  there  (bonld 
be  certain  periods  for  the  revrfion  of  a  future  land-tax.  .  Such 
i  ptx)cceding  would  be  defirable,  but  then  it  was  alfo  attended 
i^itti  its  difadvantages.  Were  fuch  rovifions  toofrequerfr,  they 
would  obvioufly  operate  as  a  check  upon  agriculture  and  landed 
improvements  ;  were  the  tax  to  be  rendered  perpetual,  and 
without  revrfal,  it  certainly  muft  relapfe  into  that  inequality 
fo  much  complained  of  in  the  old  land-tax. 

After  the  claufes  in  the  bill  were  dlfpofed  of,  feveral  others 
i^crc  propofed  by  the  Solicitor  General,  fome  as  additbnal  pio- 
tlfions>  and  others  as  fubftitutcs  far  claufes  which  were  to  be 

exjMinged. 


e^poAgfed.'  Thefe  new  dattfet,  and  the  Utter  piooetdiiig^ 
#ere  adopted  bjr  the  Committee. 

In  reply  tb  a  raggefltod  fiom  ffe  other  fide  oFtfle  Hoafe^' 
dt irecotfiRiittlng thebilf,    * 

to  oppofe  foch  a  ptoceeding,  on  tbe  groand  of  unneceilary  d^- 
lay,  and  t^dih|;  to )Nt>dttce  eonfaiibn ;  thfed^jeAioas  of  Uen* 
twtten  oDold  be  as  fuUy  and  fltore  fegyhrly  difeofled  on  tbe 
feportoftbebillv  What  be  would  prqiofe  in  tbe  fcefent  iii» 
ftance  wai,  that  the  teport  be  immediately  icoeived  on  the.nt-. 
fuming  oT  fhe  Hodfe^  that  Oe  faUl  widi  the  amendments  mi^c 
ibgtb^th  be  printed,  and  to  appoint  an  early  day  in  the  en^ 
fiiimrvreek  fartbfcirconfideMLionft      .     . 

The  Houfe  then  refomed. 

Hie  Speakir  having  taken  the  chair,  th6  report  was  imme* 
diatdy  received,  thebilU  with  the  feveial  amendmenn^  or- 
dered to  be  printed)  and  to  be  taken  into  further  oonfideratioa 
on  Tnefday  next.  -  . 

Tke  hiU  with  the  amendments  in  the  meantime  to  be 
pfultedv 

Tbit  Cbmmilbt  i^  <ik  £rrAc;»^  brot^t  up  tbe  bill  for  re-' 
irivmg  and  amending  the  Ad  of  the  i4thof  George  the  Tfairdy 
BshtivetotbefilvercoiBafley  which  was  read  a  fint  time»  and 
Ufdered  to  be  read  a  (eoand  time  tbe  next  day. , 

Tbe  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  pQfl^[iQned.  Ad^ 

TbefbOoiniwit  a  lift  of  die  Minority  wlievDtsduttM        coiDmit- 
not  of  tlielMd  Tax  SakfiiU  t 
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TauRSDAy,  May  xo. 
The  Koyal  Aflent  was  given  by  commiflSon  to  die  additional 
Salt  Duty,  die  Tea  Excife,  die  Houfe  aiid  Window  Duty* 
Vox,.  IL  2798.  3  S  the 


fht  Scotch  militia  bub,  anoallii  tp  tluot  p?  ivi^^^  ^ 
nefs  the  Duke  ot  Clarence^  the  Lord  Qmf^ 

ftWtH  4»t  .cf>qM.v4«s  4^<f  ;f^^»« 

tofMsiMft.  '!FlitklMipM»ppcA|»Qaid  tlMfiictfaiiiKy. 
ii«rtlUtheiie3il4i)r«  f        , 

\lBibvetia  Mth  btfow  iheil— fe  wegefn Jujin  ikii 

fdpeflH^  fltgevMd  a  mmtiMr^f  prirale  bflb-wnei^rafaiii 
ed  from  the  Hoiife  of  Coqhmm;  «iriiickkeia^i«ai«  fiiA 
tkne^  tbeif  LonUhips  adjourned  tiRnoxt  dbff 

Thdrsday,  ifay  to. ' 

Mr.BudaayjfcD^tDbfQgcc  UU  ^np  jcad»thiiiiiiMi&d 
pafled. 

The  HH  for  9BMl|||rtng  t^ 
apd  uainctoftd  kSd;  wa$  trttd  a  tfaifdiin^  andfiAUL 
'  -  The  €ha9i^hr^$lm  &^%ivr  «iflM4  that  the  Uonfeda 
the  nex^  4ay  rcfotv^  hfelf'liitiia.Coiiaafttaa  of 'tte^Mb 
Hocrfb  to  ednfider  of  <the>^C7  ^on  fidt^^OBkuad. 

The  OttMiAr  ^ jyW  Mxphtf^  (aidt  tknl  on  Uw^lte 
IhdiiU  bring  formrd  his  motion  relafiM  ta  In^aitsiiDd  tx- 
ports* 

The  Houfe  being  Ibnrnioned  to  th^  Honfeof'P^rttokii 
the  Royal  AfltplgiveQ  by  Conimiffion,  and  tb^  t^ptH/c^  iun:- 
ing  retumed»  infottned  tihe-Hwfe  that  he  had  b^n  io^  tin 
Houfe  of  Peers,  where  tffe  iteyal  i\irent  was  neittd  Mttii^ 
Bill  for  granting  to  his  Nhtjefty  an  additional  duty  en  Mt} 
CO  the  Bill  for  an'additiplu(I  duty  of  excife  on  tea^  ao^t^ikc 
.  addifional  afleffinent  on  houdbf,  &c.  in  lieu  of  the  e)^cl(  sni 
watch  duty;* 

Tfil^MAinir  CAV^M9»IV 

Mr.  Secfretary  Z>iMar  iai4  tie  was  now  abdiit  fo >!« 
foriirarda  fubjed:  which  he  haif  poftponed  firoin  day  l^  dif 
on  accdOiit  of  tl^  diS^feot^  ofvphiion  which'  be  und^rilood 
to  exill  upon  it  ^  but  he  apprehended  iba^  from  die  flttaiier 
in  which  he  (hould  now  Imq^  it  fonrardy  theit  would  be 
«o  diflhtence  o^  pinion  wm  u.  Mapy  nntl^^  ■'^*'^- 
ing  to  the  y^aounrtf  9»1^!7.M.  ^praflcdia  viil^ 


i^iBlMfctqgbtimriBfaf^bbdhg  tkU  iKijF  imr  Jh4 
aril  0pfliMii||^  of  Mngv  t^  Ic^ara  thek  extarofe ;  tbti  thA)|. 
^oaUtnai  d<y-Mritiu»iit  asitltoritjr.  In  tsahf  {flacm  tWf  iwA 
IheiitipQttuflftlr ;  i^  Kent,  ibr  nribmcA^  end  in  Htm^iUtc^ 
ttef  coaM  Biett  near  thdr  owa  hoofed  m  Wge  tiodts%  them 
|«kig  l^ite  fittorf  ^  for  their  rece^ptiim;  and  th^f«fofd 
Ane  was  no  niccflitj  fo)r  aaiy  |iiW  tfiou  wllh  tegaard  te  tihem^ 
In  edi«^  isomtaea  xlm  iwstmiuAautt  Ma  i^erf  grei*^  tm  ac4 
CMntofthetraDifs  bdag  fcat«ettd  at  4frcat  dHbaee  ficMi 
dtth  *tktr ;  diey  were  defirm  that  hia  Mi^e%  mi|^i  M 
MdpowwBd  fe»  MUet  diem  c»  tent  fpat^  iibir  t9  WUch  ft 
laUgolndjFof  tiwm  io  each  cooiicy  tni|^iiefcifi  fofthnU 
0r  nniVf  dt  wof  mhcr  amnbervf  the  tveaiy.oee'd^';  antf 
that  his  majeifty. might  makeibr  thtioi  theneMikqr  attewaiKe 
fbreape^ots  cif  ifuartrrsv &c;  that  wasthfe  arheleoCtheeb- 
j«a  he  hod  in  view  \  md  tfaemfiora  he  neeeed^  that  teave  bt 
given  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for  anthorikilig  the  WHettitg  fucft 
pans  dF  the  troops  lif  thd  Yeeimnry  Cataby  aa  taiay  bfe  de*. 
^rebf  of  aflEmUing  for  tfa^  purpofit  of  being  trnktei.*^***^^ 
ChMtel 

i^feiitAfioii  or  coktt. 

Mr.  Aldennan  Lufitinfifm  tvovtit  that  the  Ilouie  ^  re«> 
folve  itielf  iato  a  Coamittce  ef  the  whole  H6ii&>  totohfider 
of  the  lofs  fuRsdned  by  the  BritiOi  ioiparter$  of  corn%  froifi 
tke  Srft  of  November  1795^  to  the  30th  of  April  1790^ 

The  Sp^aler  aiked  if  this  motion  was  made  with  a  vie^ 
of  moving  in  the  Committee  for  remimefaiion  to  be  madfc 
but  of  the  public  money  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  LHjblngtm  faid,  it  was  not  with  that  vieW 
in  th^  (ir(t  inftance ;  but  for  the  purpofe  of  making  an  en* 
qujiy  which  might  ultimately  lead  to  that. 

The  CbancgHor  <if  ths  Exchtqu$r  thought  that  the  Houfe. 
ou^ht  not  tp  go  ln.to  a  Con^mittee  for  fuch  a  piirpofei  unlefa 
Jbme  ftatement  was  made  to  (how  its  propriety. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhinghn  then  defired  that  the  report  qi 
the  Committee  upon  the  fubjed  might  be  now  read ;  which 
being  done,  be  propofed  to  detail  the  caufes  oi  the  fcarctty  of 
corn  in.  this  country,  at  ihe  end  of  the  year  X  795s  and  begins 
ning.pf  1796  «  tUe  jieceSity  that  Parliaodent  felt  for^and  ttie 
encouragexnent  they  gave  to  importation  of  corn^  toj>revent 
the  horrors  of  famine.  He  dated  at  liurge  the  underitanding 
that  fubfifted  between  the  Executive  Government  and  the 
owners  and  importers  of  corn  ;  the  latter  of  whom  were  de« 
(2red  t^  deliver  ont  corn  but  in  fmall  quant itiesi  to  prevent 

38^  the 
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thetorn  fibm  being  too  hafiilj  confomedt  ttal  he  MtmA 
duir  the  agents  of  Government  did  OGft  |c;ieep  good  fnth  yAh 
com  owners ;  l^ut  by  their  coQdud  auifed  corfi  to  advance  if 
price  in  ioreign  .markets,  at  onie  time  when  the  merchaBte 
w^re  tmportine  it,  axld  afterwards  caufed  h  toiall  in  prioe^ 
by  bringing  thp  ftock  gov^mment  had  to  marlc^rat  onoet 
bywhidi  many  of  the  com- merchants  had  (iiftmedvenr 
heavy  loflbs ;  for  which  they  had  now,  if  not  a  legal  demand, 
certainly  an  equitable  claim  on  the  public  for  ^tmunerttiofu 
Haviiu;  expatiiated  on  thefe  tQ|>ics,  be  moved  that  the  Houfe 
do  reiobe  itfelf  iAto  a  Com Aittte  of  the  whole  HooTe,  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  the  b(k  fuibuded  b; 
tfie  Britilh  importers  of  corii,  from  the  firft  of  NQvembcr 
1795,  tothe  30th  of  April  1796. . 

Colonel  Simhjhofed  that  fome  indetnnity  would  be  gonu 
ed  to  the  merchants  m  this  cafe,  as  many  of  his  cooRitucDisio 
Lahcalhire  entertained  that  hope, 

Mr.  Rydir  oppofed  going  faito  the  Committee  ;  he  cod- 
tended  that  if  apy  perfons,  hs^d  fuffeied  i>y  theirfpeculatioiu 
in  corui,  it  was  precifely  the  Tame  as  any  other  nxocuitile 
f peculation  i  and  it  woulfl  be  fetting  ^  p|o({  dangerous  ex- 
anmle,  i^eed,  if  the  public  purfe  was  to  becalmvpQOto 
make  good  to  individuals  any.  lofles  they  mjght  liiftain  in  tto 
manner.  Vfith  refpect  to  what  the  worthy  Alderman  hal 
iaidof  Goyempient'havine  caufed  a  very  great  reductipnof 
the  price,  by  throwing  iuch  quantities  of  coni  jnto  the 
inarket|  the  fact  was,  that  at  the  time  of  th^  grfsat  reducdoo  in 
the  price  took  niace,  the  fupply  of  Government  wis  xA 
above  one-fourth  as  much  as  it  was  at  the  time  irlveb  tiie 
jprice  continued  fo  high,  which  was  about  7400  quarters  p4^ 
week.  As  to  Government  having  kept  a  large  quantity  o& 
hand,  he  conceived  they  would  have  acted  with  ereat  ifflpn>- 
priety  if  thc^  had  not  made  fomereferve  in  order  to  flxpply 
the  capital,  m cafe  other  fopplies  failed.  He  lim  fuie,that 
no  man  w^p  confi(|eredVhat  the  eSect  of  a  fcarcity  muftlft 
in  fo  large  a  capital  as  this,  could  blame  Parliament  for  their 
conduct.  Upon  thefe  grounds,*  he  Qiould  oppofethis  mo- 
tion, which  tended  to  eftabliih  a  precedent,  in  his  opinioo» 
)iighly  dangerous. ' 

'  Lord  Sheffi^d  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  application  here 
was  iiot*  toTgive  any  thing,  tjiit  o^ly  to  go  into  an  enquiry. 
ifc  thought  the  Hoi^fe  ought  to  hear  what  the  merchants  hid 
to  fay  for  thcmfcl vcs.  They  had*  hitherto  only  heard  a  ftatc- 
metit  on  the  part  of  the  GoVerntnent  that  their  agents  acted 
•    '    "   '    *    "    * p.ropcrlj' 


mgptly*,  ThatV9S  mere  aflcitioiiy  and  far  thcm^ that th« 
H^ufe  ^HFogicI  i»oC  be  To  pr^aft  as  not  to  give  the  paerchanu  M 
Pfippctunicy  of  ftptine  wh;|t  their  cafe  is, 

h/lv.  Bur  Jon  faid|  that  this  i^as  a  cafe  of  reryxroriiiderahle  4e- 
iicacft  h(S  hardly  knew  hov.  tp  yofe  upon  it ;  he  thought  i| 
would  be  pixiper  tp  appoint  Commi^nersto  enquire  intp  h6t^ 
npoa  this  mat^er^  ... 

Air.  Al()i:nnan  Nfr.  Curtif  afientedto  what  had  beei\  faid  V 
the  worthy  Alderman,,  his  col)eagv)e»  as  to  the  ddi^ei:in|^  out  of 
com  in  fmaU  quantities  by  thejcQcrchants.  He  knew  that  grea( 
lodes  had  been  fuftained  by  manv  individuals  upon  the  fciheme 
of  importation  aqd  fjibfie^uent  f4e  of  com,  for  many  of  thofp 
indlvidaijs  be  ha^  the  higbefl  refpe£ti  and  it  would  hurt  his 
feelings  to  bppofe  apy  rneafure  that  had  for  it$  object  the  re- 
lieving them  I  but  l)e  muft  remf^mber  that  he  had  a  public  troft 
committed  to  his  care  ^  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  mufl: 
^d  alfo  that  a  grea^  part  of  the  lofs  that  had  been  fuftained  in 
this  bufinefs  had  arifen  from  the  (Irong  defire  the  merchants  h;ld 
to  get  more  than  they  pugh^  upoii  the  fpeculations  in  corn.  They 
were  told  at  one  time  by  Govemment«  that  they  muft  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  fafefy  of  the  Capital.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
refill  this  application,  conddering  the  granting  it  as  a  bad  pre* 
cedent,  and  conSdering  alfo  thai  many  of  the  complaints  made 
^pon  thi$  fuhje6l.\verc  not  foil oded  in  judice.  . 

Mr.  Martin  thought  the  worthy  Alderman  fpokc  very  fairly ; 
lie  had  no  difrefpe£t  to  the  Gentlemen  who  laid  in  their  claim 
*  to  conjpenfation  j  if  they  fpeculated  purely  for  the  good  of  the 
pablic,  they  but  to  be  remyncrated ;  and  in  that  cafe  an  en- 
quiry ^'ould  be  proper ;  )>ut  if  he  (hould  be  convinced  they  did 
nothing  "but  with  a  view  tq  their  owq  advantage,  he  (hould  not 
vote  for  them. 

Mr.  Sheritfa^  faid,  \\e  wa3  tiQt  f  n  general  a  fncnd  to  com- 
pierciat  remunehitions,  for  they  were  commonly  given  where 
no  benefit  >jras  intended  to  the  piiWic  by  the  fpeculators  who 
receive  them  ;  but  that  was  not  the  queftion  here;  the  ques- 
tion was,  >#heth^  thofe  who  fadaiqpd  a  lofs  by  the  condudlof 
government,  (hould'not  have-fomething  in  return  to  indem- 
nify xhtm,  ;He  maintained  that  CJovcramcnt  gaye  the  mer- 
chant^  encouragement  to  import  com,  and  afterwards  caufed 
them  to  fuflain  great  lofTesupon  that  fpecuiation ;  and  now 
they  had  a  ctaim,  if  not  ttporrtbe  juftice,  certahily  on  the  li* 
herality  aj^d  on  the  equity  ^t  the  Houfe.  If  the  lofs  had  arifcit, 
from  tneir  own  greedinefs,  or  ^eir  own  folly,  he  fliould  not  be 
ilbr  aHowing  them  any  thing ;  if  there  were,  in  (bort,  any  among 
'  the  merchants  wlio  bad  foftaioed  loflts,  and  whohadonly  fpecu- 

lated 


^%       wpowAtt's  )»AieLtAMfeirrAftY  tEtxmti.   feawi^M^ 
bted  with  a  vitw  to  ilhtlr  own  adV:iQta]^»  tfifcf  dt]|;ht  tIrfiMSN 
eluded  from  tny  tditf  i  but  the  Hbufe  ought  nor  to  eofrfbdiitf  tt6 
,.  innocent  with  the  suUty^  and  if  he  was  righlTy  idfetmeS,  tSM 
were  hut  few  indded  in  the  latter  fitu&tion.  It  wasfirid^floitthit 
itrouM  be  a  pernicious^  precedent  if  affinted  to.    He  £d  M4 
^nic  that  Minifters  always  diought  that  to  i^afee  cotfapen&fc 
tion  to  individuals  for  lofles  was  pernicious,  it  did  appear  to  ht 
their  wilh,  when  they  propofed  to  gtaht  a  bcms  to  thofe  who 
had  loft  by  the  Loyalty  Laan«    In  the  prefent  cafe  the  Report 
of  the  Committee)  already  referred  to  by  the  worthy  Aldertatiui 
%»ho  brought  this  fubjedf  fetward,  Juftified  the  appiicartion  be« 
fore  the  Houfe.     [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read  feveral  parts  erif  the 
Report  in  fupport  of  his  opinion]  and  then  obfenredf  that  die 
prefent  queftion  was  tfoU  whether  the  Houfe  would  give  to  Ae 
mefchantsan  indemnity ;  butwhether  they  wouldputthbmfelttt 
in  a  fituation  to  know  who  are,  and  who  ate  not  fufletexf^  iii 
confequence  of  the  condud  of  Government  upon  the  fut^ed 
of  the  importation  of  corn  ?    He  maintained  that  Government 
did  not  give  notice  of  the  quantity  of  corn  they  had  upon  theft 
hands ;  the  merchants  thought  that  Government  had  been  eZf 
handing  their  ftcxrk,  and  therefore  they  iniported  lately ;  but 
when  the  merchants  fupply  had  arrived.  Government  pouted 
in  their  (lock,  fo  that  the  price  feU,  and  the  merchants  became 
great  lofers  in  their  attempt  to  fcrve  the  country  in  the  moft 
cdential  manner.  From  the  condud  of  Government  it  appear- 
ed, that  com  was  extremely  fcarce  in  this  country,  that  made 
the  owners  of  corn  abroad  think  they  could  charge  almoft  any 
price  for  it  to  the  merchants  and  private  purchafers,  that  pdt 
inerchants  in  a  fituation  which  they  ought  not  to  be  put  in,  net 
would  they  liave  been  in  that  fituation  had  Government  ke^ 
their  word.     He  thought,  taking  all  the  circumflances  of  this 
cafe  together,  there  ought,  at  leail,  to  be  an  enquiry  into  the 
matter ;  and  he  thought  that  this  was  a  moment  peculiarly  de» 
licite  with  regard  to  the  charafter  of  Government  for  aoing 
juflice  to  thofe  who  had  claims  upon  them.    Men  ^  all  de» 
fcriptions  were  called  upon  to  fhew  their  zeal  in  fupport  of 
Government,  and  to  make  very  large  facrifices  for  that  purpoie. 
It  was  expected  that  no  man  would  confider  himfelf,  botwouM 
confider  (he  fituation  of  the  country ;  and  the  Legiflature  hid 
faid,  that  if  perfons  fhould  kilt  their  cattle,  ordcflroy  abyef 
their  property  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  eneniy» 
they  (hall  be  indemnified  out  o?  the  public  purfe,  and  faaf^ 
complete  compenfation ;  it  would  be  a  bad  fpecimeiri  df  the 
Juftice  of  the  Houfe  to  rcfufe  to  hear  thetafe  of  the  merchants, 
'whtf>bad.fuflained  fi|ch  Ic^es  as  thefe,  gnrf  4t|  tUdifierent  in«> 
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iQem  fv  Wj^  jierfona  to^dveoture  ^g^uk  in  an;  Ipcciilatiou  fiqr 
4ie  ^iK&t  of  the  i^ublifT.  .      * 

,  %l^  Ckm^llor  qf  ihf  EtdhtwtT  cootcndod,  that  the  ftue* 
ipjCifti  la  thie  fepoct  did  not  juuify  the  cpnclufioos  of  t)K  'ho* 
nQUfaUc  Gomleio^  vehp  4^kf  la(V,  as  to  Govermnent  bqn^' 
tot  bVunp  on  ihSifu^jefL  The  noble  Lotd  who  had  (pol^eii  In' 
this,4eli9lc«  h»\  be^o  yndcr  a  ioiCqi(nrehen(iQn  i  b«  thought  it' 
wpgid  be.  an  indecent  tlvog  to  refa&  Kiqqtry  iQtp  the  ficuatioa^ 
of-tbistcafeg  (be  trp0i.wa$iji  that  foQh  inquiry  was  made^  an4j 
tb^  leGiiU  of  it  Md  now  been  on  the  table-  for  ouinv  fn6nth%^ 
3«^  noAing  conceming it  waa  ever  bfoggbt  forward  till  now^! 
and^  die  Qudtiob  wa%  wJttth<:r  4icre  waa  enoiigh  laid  before  thi. 
Hpu£e;  tQ  cailferaoyfuKtber  proceeding?  With  a  Aroi^  dlfpoG* 
ti09  to  ^Uow,  if  pira^licablcp  relief  to  bard  ^(cs»  h^  was  com- 
pletely ^tb&qdji  ^at  without  great  dagger  of  abufe  in  the  dif" 
bniisfi^t of  du^puhlu;  money  this cl^ra  opuld.not be allc^ 
ec]«  t^K  q'^^cn  the  atspticatii^  for  it  eAtertaiipt^    He  ther^fqm 
t;h^;i|^it  WQuUi^  ftirprand  more  candid  tft  refufethe  ap- 
sdictltion  at  oncq.    Be  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
give  it  a  dirfc^  nceatlAre;  for  otberwife.tbey  would  be  bolditig 
QUthq^io  the  claiaunts»  without  a <:bancc  of  tlutir  having^ 
anv  ultimate  nelief^  for  he  was  pcr&i^ly  fatisficd  tha^  the  re- 
(uFtof  m  cni}mry  would  be*  that  the  Houfe  would  rejeft  thi^ 
claiaiili  >t^9(9pn.tbatgtouiid  bisyot^^ouldhe.dccid^.  fiutthq 
bopqi^iablc  Qcoileman*  who  fpoke  bA,  aflumcd  that  (he  nier- 
cbujlfa-bada  ca|[e,.becavife  GovermQeot  did  nox  iofgria  tbeio  ^ 
the^qi^u^ti^  of  coco  tbcy  had«    If  tbey  had  applied  lor  inibr- 
maliofv  tbey  wi^nld  have  bad  an  anfwer :  they-  did  not  apply^i 
apd  diejccfbce  It  was  vos^  evident  they  did  not  think  the  infor- 
matw^w;)».m^QCialv  lodqpcndpnt  of  tbis»  the  informatlQn 
WM  wUhb^Id  from  the  public  fi^r  very  gpod  reafons^  for  bgr  9 
difclofoir  oJF  the  fa£l,  the  price  of  corn  would  have  been  mucl^ 
ioi^ns^irdt  aod  tbft  jqc((;hant  WAold  have  emended  hi$-  fpecuia-^ 
liopajftiU&riher^  if  bc^knuw.tbejxal  quantify  of  com  theniq 
thii{hai>d;iiif(^verQmcQt,;  and  therefore,  hit  loi^  would  have 
bq^igm^^  tbat^it  bad.  been.    Belide&i  Go.vei:nm.ent  coul4 
not  at  that  time  have  any  but  a  loofe  account  if  applied  for,  b^ 
ca|i|fe.tlM7Jia4rnQ||hftn.jviam4Ciii^ap(;puiit  tbcmlelves;  biit 
bad  Ae|.gi|&^  tbft  itcccmnt  .th^T  bad  to  ihe.niefcliaiits»  tb# 
canieoTcompUipt,  wbicb(  they  ui-gcd  now^  would  have  beefl 
m|{«lbaQ:AtiQ|dba     lie  then  e;^a.iiapd  thp  reatbns  vh j 
tmjfpfAxvf  GQVfmmwt  purcbaCnLcom  at  the.t'we  inquev 
tion  3  it  was  not  to  fell  again,  but  for  confumption  in  the  pukr 
iu;  ^xsn^x  apd.  WAa.an.  a£tof  wayoidabl^  i)ecd(gi|^  Th* 
i^WfU^f-dift^qodikfitQC  GaYCinmcot.inlipiHiil&tbe^uafttitf 
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t6  be  deKvctcd  out  lor  fitfe,  6(bta  JSctU  td  time^  was  to.£^Bu 
iiiiaApre£ruiB.to.te..iblt«*to  prevent  a  gmtte  p>irefl&^|rom 
cteriimtt  thepnUkr  i  ^(  ifs|^aii  ad  6f  {:fud£at  cadtioh^fsi^ 
tjbtt  oTtrdverfirtient  t6  i^revent  toor  eteatt  atid  fudderf  ^m^ 
ftiixiptioh  of  corn,  by  wHlcfi'a  cfreadfaleVil  riilght  be  occiafion* 
«d^  by  M^kh  «  dearth  ttiiglitbi;  converted  into  a  funine^  Go- 
vanmCiit  did  not  bmret*.  tke  price  of  <jo^  t^y  bringiog  ttieir 
caom  foi^ard :  for  the  hSi  was  the  very  reverie,  Qovmp- 
'  sllefli^  tjfme'ferwatd -with  eorf»'  Cor  fate,  add  t^  br  dree  w<^s 
'dapfed^tlefore  tlieir  fylt  icado  aiiy  ^onfide^ble  ifiyjiieffitti,  gpA 
thhpe  W2fs  tlot  the  fioalleft  pretence  to  fay  diat  they'Ioifrcml 
the  price»  as*had  bdenilated  \  the  hGi  Was^  that  betWeen'tii^t 
time  acid  ttfo  timf  of  faanfcOv.  the  interval  was  to.  Sbmi  to 
create  an  aftifidal  fcarcity  by  fpeculation.  The  ttmi  of.] die 
matter  was#  that  the  fall  or  price  was  not  .ow:n^  to  qie  tvjMlj 
of  Gbvemtnent ;  but  to  their  counterading  t^e  devices  otJbf * 
culatdrs,  ttiming  their  tricks, againftjKcmklves,  apd  Wf 
^ntiOg  men  wfio  wifhed  to  create  a  pjxblic  ^iftrefs  id|>ri^  id 
pkM  by  it*  That  fome  well,  iheanmg  an4  honouni^  mn 
iRKt  foftained  Iofles>  he  was  ready  to  admit,  and  be  (^  far 
them  ;  but  thlt  was  an  inconvenience  to  which  all  f^yetjoSntiqii 
^as  liable,  and  for  which  fomedmes  there  ms  no  ieme<^ } 
there  could  be  no  reafdn  for  fudi  a  lots  befng)lcfraycd  oot  xA 
the  purfe  of  the  nation.  Thefe  perftns  bad  not  been  injared 
by  Gfovemment  not  keeping  Usenglgemeiit }  'Gbveninietit  did 
all  that  Government  wai  engaged  tOAter  T6  lay  that  dicfe 
perfons  (houM  be  indemnified  by  the  public,  was»  in  odutt 
Words  to  fiiy,  that  whenever  meh  fo8er  by  fpeculatioD^  the 

1>uU$c  (halt  make  good  their  lofTes.  In  fhort,  there  nfarer  w« 
efs  ground  for  an  application  than  there  was  ftir  iHk  pttfent ; 
and  he  felt  it  his  puUic  duty  to  give  his  onqvalified  oppoHsSma 
to  it  in  itscarfieft  ftage, 

\  Mr.  ShmdoHf  in  reply,  Contendedi  that  goverhmcBt  bad  in^ 
teingenc^  of  a  quantity  of  corn  to  be  difpoled  of  mUm  fanigfk 
snarketSy  of  which  intelligence  they  profited  by  keepin|}  it  a 
fecret  from  the  merchants^  who  are  now'  injured  by  Uie  tnnf*^ 

After  a  few  wdrds  in  explanation  from  Mr.  D.  Ryier^  die 
llopfe  divided  on  Mr.  Alderman  LuQiington^s  Ikiotion. 

'  Jfycs  "      24.  Noes         63  rf|L 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that-tlitir 
Lordlhips  nad  agreed  to  the  Alien  ad,  and  to  (everal|tfvafie 
j^ills-     '  .  •  •  •..'•• 

'  Sir  0^m.  Geary  pre(ented  a  petition  in  behalf  of .  the  ^V^ale-* 
tinary  College,  praying  for  pecuniary  aid,  as  their 
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were  cMcb  embarl-alled,  notwith(bnnrtttg.tiie  obibrvaoct  t£  Atf 
Mil  tigid  frugality^-Ordereri  to  be  laid  on  the  taUeb 

Tfae  National  Debt  Redudion  bill  %ent  tfuongh  a  Com^ 
Wimtf  and  the  report  was  ordettd  tdbe  rtmni  the  next  dkj. 

iitrzk  COIN. 

The  bill  fer  prohibiting  lisht  fihrer  eoin  was  read  a  tccoai 
t]ine»  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  about  10  b#<oaiaiit* 
ted  the  next  day;  bat    •    , 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  thought  there  was  much  in  the  hill 
that  required  mature  deliberation ;  it  migjht  prove  a  great  l^rd«» 
(hip  to  many  perfons  who  now  fent  filvcr  into  the  Mint  oa 
the  faith  of  exifting  adb  of  t^arliament ;  he  trufted,  tberafore^ 
the  Tight  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  prefs  the  Coronuttee  tm 
the  bill  on  fo  early  a  day. ' 

The  ChatuMt  ^th  Exchequer  by  no  means  wifhed  the  bill 
fliottld  be  prefled  forward  without  th^  fulleft  confideration.— 
He  would  therefore  moTe  that  it  be  committed  on  Monday 
next,  which  was  order^. 

The  bill  fer  impofinff  an  additional  duty  on  rum.  Sec,  im^ 
ported  into  the  iflaiid  of  Newfoundland,  was  read  a  firil  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day,  after  a  few 
words  from  Mr.  Jeftty  (of  Poole.) 

SI.AVJK  CARftYlNO  Bltt. 

Sir  IVm.  DMem  then  anoved,  that  the  Hoofe  do  now  refplvt 
itfelf  into  a  Commillee  to  oonfidcr  ftirdier  of  the  Slave  Carry* 
ingbiU. 

Tl>e  Honfe  refelved  itfelf  accordingly  into  the  Cud  Commit* 
tieef  when 

Mr.  M^  Smith  prqpofed  a  claufie  for  increalinff  the  heighth 
«(f  fliipe  between  decks,  which  he  contended  (homd  not  be  left 
dian  fife  feet  perpendtcalar. 

'General  Tatkton  oppofed  the  claufe,  as  thercs  was  no  argu- 
ment adduced  to  prove  its  neceffity  from  any  recent  inftance*^ 
of  inconvenience,  or  any  hew  calamity  or  Crnelfy  on  the  part 
of  the  captains  of  fliips  fo  otnplpycd.  The  morfislity  among  the 
llavea  was  npt  near  fo  great  as  on  hoard  the  (hips  employed  aa 
tranfporti  for  the  troops  to  the  Weft-Indies. 

Sir  IFm.  Toung  was  for  exerting  every  endeawnr  to  nanow 
and  GontraA  the  Slave  Trade  as  much  as  poffible.  He  would 
therefore  fupport  the  claufe. 

Mr.  S«fiW/ oppofed  the  claufe ;  and  fiiid  that,  if  it  was  nega« 
tived,  he  would  bring  forward  a  claufe  propoiing  a  certain  fcak 
in  flave<arrying  fhips,  to  regulate  their  dqi&  :-*thofe  of  150 
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%E>n  And  under^  (hould  have  4  feet  4  inches  depth  ;  tboie'of  900 
^n,  4  feet  6  ;  of  250  tori,  4  feet  10 ;  thofe  above  '250  tbi!i,*'3 
feet  a ;  ^nd  thofe  of  300  ton  atid  upward*,  5  feet  8.  *  «'*f^*  ' 
.  CohntlGa/c^pu  and  Mr/5na<//  oppdfied  the  clatife,  n^ch 
was Tupportcd  by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  ranfittart,  after  whidithe 
Houfe  divided, 

*jfyes        *  V         -     '    ^        34 

N0es  -  -  -  6 

Mr.ff^m.  Smith  next  propofed  a  claufelfor  regulating  tfie 
^perficial'  fpace  for  each  flave  which  he  eftimated  at  eight  feet, 
fhd  which  he  aflerted  on  the  authority  of  the  infpe<9or  of  the 
fratifports  (SirT.  Fitepatrick)  was  the  fmalleft  that  coold  poC« 
fibly  be  allowed  for  each  perfon. 
♦  This claufewas  warmly  oppofed'by  Colonel  Gs^ignc,'Mr. 
Spwell,  find  General  Tarleton ;  ^fter  which  the  Hrafe  again 
oivided) 

jfyes  -  -  •  34 

Noes        -        -  -  -      -  5         • 

The  other  claufes  were  agreqj  to,  and  thfc  report  was  ojrSer- 
ed  to  be  received  on  Wfonday,    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

F&IOAY^.JI/tfJ^  II..        . 

APPEAL.   .        .,      ^   . 
SMITH  V.  OOCKBVXVM  AKD  JOKJES^ 

The  appellant's  counfel  were  heard  at  conflderable  lengtb'M 
.  ftply  ;  after  which  their  Lordfliips  adjourned  the  further  con* 
fideration  of  the  cafe  till  Mondx^y. 

The  varibus  bilfe  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  m  their 
lefpeAive  ftagcs ;  and  fcven  private  bills  were  brought  op  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  being  read'a  firft  tiitKe,  ah.^- 
jGummcrit'fill  Monday  tobk  place. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, ... 

I^WD AT ,  ilf/jy  I  r.^  ' 

NEWSPAPERS. 

^  Thtt  ^ttormjC^eniral  hxoxx^X.  in  a  bill  for  regulating,  tfic 
publication  of  newfpapers^  and  for  directing;  an  affida^(  to  be 
fUed»  confining  thC; names,  &c.  of  the  Printers,  Pit^prwloby 
Editors,  Conduftors  and  Publifhers,  fpecifying  the  pfaicei 
where  the  ncwfpapeis  are  publiflied  \  and  that  fticl^  a4fc9iC 

.       mi 
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may.  be  prodviced  as  evidence  in  a  Court  of  Law.    Readia  firi^ 
time,  and  ordered  tp  be  rcfid  a  fccond  time  on  Tucfday  next.  " 
.1  Mi:*  fyiiodmofofCs  Divorce  Bvll  was  read  a  fccond  time,  ah^ 
ordered  to  be  coqoiinitted  to  a  Conifnittee  of  the  whole  Houfi; 
oa  Monday  fe'niiight.  .  ,     /  } 

SLAVE  CA^RYMIO  BILL. 

Sir  ff.  Dollen  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  oil 
the  Slave  Carrying  bill. 

Colonel  Gafc9tgne  prefenteda>petition  from  perfons  ^hom  hi 
faid  were  refpeftable  merchants,  now  ip  town,  but  who  refide4 
at  Liverpool,  Bridol,  and  other  crcat  places  of  trade,  Rating 
olgefiions  againft  many  claufes  that  were  introduced  into  th« 
bill  of  the  preceding  day. — However  prejudiced  fomc  perfons 
might  be  againft  this  trade,  he  was  entitled  to  fay,  it  was  a  trade 
that  had  been  carried  on  for  a  fcries  of  years  under  the  fandlioii 
of  the  legiflature ;  and  therefore  perfons  who  petitioned  to  be 
heard  by  counfel  agaigft  a  meafure  tliat  affe^led  their  property 
in  that  trade  ought  to  have  the  attention  of  the  Hodfe.  The 
petitioners  prayed  that  they  might  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  Hit 
Houfe  againft  the  bill.  He  intended,  after  the  petition  was 
read,  to  move  that  the  report  be  taken  into  further  conddera- 
tion  that  day  fe'nnight. 

Mr«  fF.  Smith  faid,  that  having  heard  no  one  reafon  forbear- 
ing coonfel  againll  this  bill,  except  that  the  parties  intere{le4 
in  the  trade  wiflied  it;  knowing  that  the  ftaiement  made  in 
the  behalf  of  the  petitioners  was  si  roifreprefentation  of  faAs, 
(he  did  not  impute  that  mifrepre&ntation  to  the  hon.  Member 
who  prefented  the  petition*  but  to  ihofe  who  deCred  him  to 
prefent  it)  knowios  that  the  honourable  Hiecpbers  for  Liver- 
pool had  confulted  their  conftituents,  and  their  conftituents 
had  tonfulted  them  ;  (b  that  there  was  no  furpri/x^  in  this 
matter ;  and  knowing  that  the  prefenting  this  petition  vhi  a 
mere  trick  to  create  &lay,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  and  therefore  he  (hould  move  that  the  report  be 
lead  immediately,  and  the^fofther  conlidenitk>n  of  the  report 
was  deferred  to  Wednefday,  when  coanfel  is  to  be  heard  for  the 
petitioners. 

SALT  DUTY.. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day^ 
Ibr  the  Houfe  tb  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  aft  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parltamdnt 
for  granting  U  duty  on  Salt. 

The  Moufe  in  a  Committee ; 

The  Chancilior  of  the  Exehequer  faid,  that  the  objcft  he  bad 

3Ta  id 


vtnrkW  vm  tatramfef  the  tnaftagetnent  cf^hcf  Sstt^l^^  taMie 
Extiffi,  tA  Well  the  oM  6^ff  lis  rtie  hevr  i  )t  wat^his^^jeAtOK 
confolidatte  them  ;  but  i^hefe  was  no  oAer  d\ttnAo»^iitsV/io 
duty;  the  Committ^ 'beings  of  coiiricy  aware  whttifae^inr 
duty  was«  that  being  fettled  a  few  days  ago  by  an  aA  of  ^rii»h 
ment.  He  had,  however,  ipuch  reafon'to  believe  there  ivroolfi 
be  great  advantage  to  the  public  from  this  mode  of  mana^ng 
the  duty  on  Salt 

The  refolutions  were  thea  put  and  carriedy  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  rf  the' Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
upon  a  Committee  of  Supply ;  which  being  read,  he,  iqofcj/y 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  iiHo  aU 
lowances  to  be  made  to  fubaltern  officers  in  time  of  picacey-^be 
Tcfcrred  to  that  Committee.    Ordered. 

Alfot  that  the  cftimate  of  the  pay  and  cloath'^g  oifthe  n^ 
litia  be  referred  to  the  fame  Committee. 

Alfo,  that  the  petition  fi-om  the  Veterinary  College  be  re.* 
ferred  to  the  fame  Committee.   Ordered, 

The  Houfej  in  a  Committee,  voted  refolutions  upon  tbcfe 
(ubkas. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
vived the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alderman  iMjhington  moved  the  Jaft  order  of  thjb  day ; 
which  W9S,  for  talcing  the  report  of  the  Ship  Owners  bill  inio 
fprtfier  confidefation. 

Counfel  was  then  called  in  and  beard  off  both  fides;  afe 
|rhicb  tlie  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday  ^oy  la. 

Mr.  Alderman  L^Jbitigten  brought  up  a  bill  for  improving 
the  port  of  London-r— Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
9  fecond  time  on  Monday  next* 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  op  a  bill  for  regulating  the  trade  of'the 
sfle  of  man.  Read  a  nrft  timey  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  Se- 
cond time  on  Monday  next.    ^^  <     i  t  ' 

Mr,  Ja'2«»'  brought  up  the  rep6rt  of  the  Gf9mmittcfe  of 
Supply-  The  fev^ral  refolutions  were  read  sfnd  agreef  idp 
Among ^which  were  the  refolutions  forma!cri;ig  proViriOijNHbr 


4^  copfoKdated  duties  on  ialt ;  when  feveral  refbliitAii^  re- 
qibcting  tliem  were  read  and  agreed  to.       '     .      ^  '^ '-"-^^  • 


dM»  JfV^»ll(il  mov^i  thai  it  be  an  infti;octiQn  tq^thejOoi^ 
tlemteripiKihited  10  brkig  ia  a  biU  purfuant  to  t|ie  ^ocer^ 
fdMirtio«0jiiliAi  they  dp  mak^  vpr4»virfiion  for  traasfe^ing  tbe 
nnnageaicfit«f<tfa0dutie9  upon  f|lt  40  the  €;omini(IiooerS;  g^ 
tlie'ieTeatte.  :  .    !•> 

AdjooraedtiUMoodayt         .    -    ^  , 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Mo»i5AYi:/Wif'i4. 

SCOT  S    Ktf:%KU  r 

T»t  »C1KTT.  OP  CXtiRKS  OP  TtCE  SIONET  IN  SCOTJLANQ^ 
^*  THE  SOLICITORS  OF  THE  COURT  OF  SESSIONS. 

Counlel  appeared  ,at  the  bar,  and  were  (hortly  heard  on 
thiscaufe;  when  the  appeal  was  difmiiredy  in  confequence^ 
i»e  underiland,  of  an  application  from  the  appealing  party  to 
tl^at  effect. 

Their'  LordfliipsppftporiedtKeir  judgment  on  the  caufe, 
Smuh  V.  C«ckburne  and  Jones,  till  the  next  day. 

The  Marquis  of  Salijbury  reported  his  m  jefty'i  anfwer  to 
the  late  addre6  of  the^^oufe^fignified  that  direfiiqns  ihouUi 
be  given  accordingly.  ' 

.  The.varioifa  biUs  upon  the  table  were  forwarded 'in  theii* 
refpedive  ,{{s|ges.  )n  the  courfe  of  thefe  proceedings^  the 
fecond  reaiding'of  Sir  Hyde  Parker's  Divorce  bill,  which 
fi^  for  the  next  day»  was  ordered  to  be  poftpoacd  till  that 
£y  fe'nnight. 

A  few  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfeof 
Commons,  whiolrbdag  rtad  a  firft  time,  their  Lordfliips  ad* 
journed* 

>      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  :i 3    a     r     , 
^  Monday,  May  14.  ^- 

.^...Malmefbury  pavingi.  Jones's  eftate,  Yeoitianry  Corps  Bif'- 
Ictingr  fait  regulation,  and  northern  bridge  t>ill^,  were  read  a 
firfttime.  ^^  '!      '^ 

«  X)e  .Vifioie's  and  Geifler*s  Natu'r^Pizaf ion  bills,  Xi^chfield 
jgroends,  Ifle  of  ma.i,  and  Caddington  inclofiir^'bills,  wei^e 
MtK^  a  fecond  time. 

IS^ational  4*^bt,  and  Honey  wood's  eftate^  b|U^'W%re  rea4  a 
third  time,  and  pafled.  •     -  ^     i  u  *" 

*""  "       "  IV  bill  recommitted. 

that  theic 

Upon 
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Upon  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  ^^^^^4Q^ 
conndtratton  the  report  of  the  Committee  ugoja^  ^^jL^soifiifJL^ 
tiy  quarter  feffions  bill, 

'Mr.  D^nt  moycd  that  coanfel  be  heard  againft  the  bitf. 

Mr.  Rife  ftatcd,  that  notice  had  been  given  by  a  ri^tlui^ 
nourable  Gentleman  of  a  motion  for  this  day,  of  great  public 
importance  (rcfpefling  imports  and  exports] ;  he  hoped  there, 
would  be  no  objedion  to  pofiponing  the  hearing  of  counfel 
until  after  the  public  bufmefs/was  over ;  and  concluded  with 
a  motion  to  that  effed. 

After  a  (bort  converfation  between  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  Colonel  Stanly^  and  Mr.  Dent,  the  g^f 
lery  was  cleared  for  a  divifion.  ,       * 

The  Chanceliwr  of  ike  Exchequer's  motion  relative  to  imports 
and  exports*  was  put  oiFtxIl  Wcdnefday ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  counfel  were  called  in,  without  a  divifion. 

Aftct  hearing  Meflr.*;.  Chambre  and  Bamn,  againft  the  bill, 
and  MeiTrs.  Law  and  Parke,  in  favour  of  it ;  the  Hpiife  ad* 
joyrned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  May  15. 

Heard  Counfel  on  the  Belhaven  peerage — further  to  be 
beard  next  Tuefday. 

In  the  cafe  of  Stntth  againft  Cockbume  and  others,  the  ac- 
counts were  referred  to  a  mafter  in  chancery  ;  after  whole 
report  their  Lordihips  will  pronounce  their  decifion. 

The  Duke  of  Leinjler  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat  at  Yif- 
count  Leinfter. 

Adjourned. 


'     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  May  15. 

TWlStETOM's   DIVORCE   BILL.  ^ 

The  honourable  and  Rev.  Mr,  Twifleton*s  Divorce  bi)) 
Went  into  a  Committee. 

Mr/  Addinpon  (the  Speaker)  defired,  that  before  counlel 
were  called  ki,  the  Committee  fliould  advert  to  the  fianding 
order  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubjed,  and  therefore  he  defired 
it  might  be  read  ;  which.being  done, 

He  obferved  that  the  purpofe  for  which  he  defired  the.or* 
der  to  be  read  was  this :  It  appeared  that  the  honourable  and 

.    Rev. 
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fcvC  Gentleman  who  fonght  this,  bill,  and  his  Wife^  fivwl  to* 
gcKh^l'frbni  the  time  .of  their  marriage  until  themooth  of 
J mwi*  T794,  at  which  timedifputesarofe  between  them^'and 
they  agreed  to  live  feparately,  and  a  deed, was  executed  for 
that  purpofe.  In  the  year  1796,  itAippeared  the  wife  had 
^^Ittirous  Intercourfe  with  a  gentlemad  named  in  the  petir 
t?on  for  the  bill. — In  the  ordinary  courfe  of  .proceedings  of 
tfiTS  nature,  before  the  bill  pafled,  evidence 'was  given  that 
an  a'Aion  for  damages  had  been  brought  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
and  of  a  jiidgment  obtained  there ;  the  Committee  would  eK« 
ped  the  fame  courfe  here,  or  that  fuflicient  reafon  (bould  b« 
aAigned,  or  caufe  (hewn  why  fuch  an  aflion  wa6  not  brought, 
Hbre  it  appeared  that  the  petitioner  for  the  bill  could  no| 
fuftain  his  adion.for  damages  i|i  a  Court  of  Law,  becaufe, 
previoufly  to  the  adultery  of  the  wife,  the  parties  Uved  fepa« 
rate  from  each  other,  under  a  deed  of  feparaticn  ;  it  waa 
thus  that  the  huiband  was.d^baucd  .from  his  a^ion  by  xhm 
law  of  the  land,  at.leaft  fo  it  was  underftood  ip  Weftminfler 
Hall.  It  was  there  determined  that  if  a  d^ed  of  feparatioii 
takes  place,  no  aftion  for  adultery  will  lie  ;  and  upon  this 
dodrine  a  plaintiff  had  been  nonfuited  in  a  recent' cafe  in  » 
Court  of  Law.  It  therefore  became  neceffary,  as  this  adioa 
was  not  brought,  that  the  deed  of  Reparation  between  the 
prefent  petitioner  for  this  bill  and  his  wife  (hould  be  proved 
before  the  Committee,  in  order  to  fliew  why  the  adioa  was 
not  brought. 

Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Bailry  then  appeared  at  the  bar  for  the 
bill ;  the  former  of  j^hefe  learned  Gentlemen  then  opened  the 
cafe ;  and  afligned  the  reafbns  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
alluded  to  for  not  bringing  the  adion  for  damages,,  and  hav* 
ing  proved  his  client's  cafe,  the  bill  paflfed  the  Committee, 
ai^'was  reported. 

KEWS-PAPER    BILL, 

The  Jttoriuf  General  their  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  Bill  •*  for  preventing  the  raifchief  arifing  from  the  print- 
ing and  publifliing  newfpapers ;  and  papers  of  like  nature,  by 
pei4bns  not  known,  and  for  regulating  the  printing  and  pub- 
lication of  fach  papers  in  other  refpcd*.''  ..He  laid  that  there 
urere  miny  material  alterations  to  he  .propofed  in  tbc  Jbiinif;re« 
aftA-,  bat  he  hoped  there  would  be  no'  objeAion  now  to  thc^ 
fecond  reading ;  he  thought  it,  jiowever,,  convenicDt  to  poft-' 
pone  the  commitment  of  it  to  Friday  fe'nnight.  He  then 
itt6ved,  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time.    !  . 

Aff ,  flerniy  approved  of  the  poftponemcilt  of  the  further ' 

.    proceeding 
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proeeedtng  of  the  bill ;  but  he  wiflied  it  to  be  uodeiftaadt  tbat 
in  not  oppofing  the  fecood  reading,  and  in  letting  it  pa&  lliat 
ftaee  on  the  fugffcflions  of  the  learned  Oentlemant  be  wis  not 
giving  up  his  rigiit  hereafter  tooppofe  the  bill  in  whatever  way 
he  thought  heft. 

Mr.  Hobboufe  faid*  that  in  confequence  of  the  commuDiei- 
tion  of  the  learned  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoafet 
be  (hould  aflent  to  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill ;  many  obje£lions  which  he  had  to  the  meafaie  might  be 
removed  by  daufet  to  be  introduced  into  the  bill.  He  waaibr 
having  a  cpntroul  over  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  but  not 
fer  the  annihilation  of  its  liberty  ;  and  many  of  the  claofes  of 
this  bill*  as  it  ftood  at  prefent,  went  a  much  greater  length  than 
lie  could  aflf  nt  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  feoond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  tpa  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Friday 
fe'nnight^ 

SALT  DUTY 

The  bill  fisr  transferring  the  management  of  the  Salt  Duty  l» 
Ae  Excife  was  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe ; 
and  after  a  few  words  from  Lord  ShcAeld,  the  commitment  of 
it  was  deferred  to  Monday  next  \  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Rofe  having  obtained  Ieave»  brought  in  a  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  duty  now  payable  on  the  Kcenfes  of  fiipendiaiy 
Curates.  Reid  a  firft  time.  Deferred  the  other  orders  of  the 
day*    Adjourned. 

y  . 

HOUSE  OF LORD& 
Wednesday,,  Mof  16. 
Their  Lordrhips  heard  counfel  on  the  Scotch  Appeal,  in 
in  which  Kyd  was  Appellant,  and  Davifon  Refpondent.  The 
Decree  of  the  Court  of  Seflions  was  affirmed. 

The  Lords  were  ordered  to  be  fummoned  on  Friday  next 
upon  the  Militia  Officer's  Bill.    Adjourned  to  Friday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WednesdaYj  M^y  i6. 

Mr*  Twifledon's  Divorce  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
|»afled« 

HERRING  FISHERY. 

Mr.  Ryiir  obferved,  that  with  refpea  10  the  Bridfli  Fiibery 
BiU»  he  underRood  that  there  was  fome  dificsence  of  opiojoii 

RIBOng 
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among  thofe  thofe  who  were  moft  immediately  iiitereficcl  iti  the 
meafure,  and  as  the  delay  of  it  waold  nor  be  attended  with  any 
material  inconvenience,  he  fhould  move  that  this  bili  be  read  a 
fecond  time  that  day  three  mopths.  It  would  be  eafy  to'rcncw 
the  mcafure  in  the  next  feffion. 

This,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Baftard,  was  agreed  to. 

LANCASTER  (^ARTER-SESSIONS  BILL. 

Colonel  Stanley  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time^ 
upon  which  a  debate  arofe. 
'X-ord  G.  Cavendlfh  oppofed  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Lord  Belgrave  fupported  it. 

Mr.  y<f*y// contended,  that  the  effeft  of  this  bill  would  be, 
to.  revolutionize  the  county  of  Laiicader,  He  called  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Houfe  to  a  circumftance  which  appeared  to  him 
highly  indecorous  and  unparliamentary ;  the  circumftance  he 
alluded  to  was^  that  of  papers  having  been  fent  round,  figned 
by  two  Peers  and  fome  Members  of  Parliament,  requefting  tho 
fupport  of  Gentlemen,  and  fpcakingin  very  ftrong  terms  of  the 
opponents  of  the  meafure. 

Mr.  FecU  fupported  the  bill,  which,  he  (aid,  was  in  con- 
formity with  the  wi(hes  of  five-fixths  of  the  People  of  Lan* 
cafliire. 

Colonel  Stanley  alfo  fupported  the  bill,    i 

Mr.  Dint  contended,  that  the  bill  would  violate  the  charter- 
cd  rights  of  the  people  of  Lancafter,  and  therefore  gave  it  his 
deciwd  of^fition. 

The  Maftcr  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  Richard  Hill,  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  Lord  Hawkefbury,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

LANARKSHIRE. 

^r.  Secretary  JDundas  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the 
Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  &c.  of  the 
county  of  Lanark  ;  fimilar  in  fubftance  to  that  lately  prefented 
from  Dumbarton(hire.  1 1  recommended  to  tbe  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Houfc,  the  nature  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  were 
engaged  with  France,  and  the  avowed  tefolutiun  of  the  enemy 
to  reduce  the  refources  of  the  country  by  the  ruin  of  our  aim- 
merce.  As  the  moft  efFe£tual  means  of  fruftrating  this  defign^ 
the  petitioners  advifed  the  Houfe  to  endeavour  to  raife  in  future 
the  necefiary  fupplies  within  the, year  witliout  recurring  to  a 
Ix>an.  The  fyftem  of  tl)e  Afiefled  Taxes,  already  refoned  to 
for  that  purpoie,  they  could  not  but  confcfs  was  in  fome  in^ 
fiances  exceedingly  partial ;  they  would  tbcicforc  beg  leave  to 
,    VOL.  IL  1798.  3U  xcc^mmcnded 
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rccomawnd  the  adspdon  of  fome  odier  method  by  which  the 
bartbent)  which  the  Exigencies  of  the,  times  had  made  neceffiffy, 
»fght  be  made  to  bear  m  a  more  exa£l  pioportioa  on  the  reat 
wmh  of  ea^  ]n£vidiiaL 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  he  laid  on  ifie  tables 

PROVISOHIAL   CAVALRt, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  (aid.  that  on  the  fubjeftiRrhfch  he 
had  now  to  bring  before  the  Houfe,  he  would  detain  their  at^ 
«  tention  but  for  a  few  minutes.  Whatever  might  require  a 
mote  nnHte  and  detailed  exphmation,  he  thought  beft  to  re- 
ferve  for  a  future  (lage  of  the  bufinersy  where  it  might  more 
iiatorally  and  more  conGftently  be  ditcufled.  He  had  now  only 
to  adduce  the  rraibns  why  he  did  not  think  itnecefiary  to  make, 
full  Mh  of  the  force  which  Parliament  had  left  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  £](ecutive  Power.  Thefe  rcafons  weie  founded  on  this 
gjsneral  propofitionf  that  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  country, 
and  the  ejKenI  of  the  means  which  that  zeal  and  loyalty  bad 
•Mendered,  had  fumilhed  more  than  was  fufficient  for  its  pro* 
tedion ;  and  that  it  was  only  neceflary  to  call  out  that  propor-'. 
tion  of  this  force  trhrich  the  afpcd  of  circumftances  might  in- 
dicate ai>4  require.  The  ProviGonal  Calvary  would  now 
amount  to  nearly  15,000  men  wholly  embodied,  and  this 
would  produce  an  expencc  to  the  amount  of  between  12  and 
li500,oooK  without  attending  to  the  many  other  incon- 
veniences that  mod  arife  from  callii^  into  a£lual  ferrice  the 
whole  of  that  force ;  at  the  fame  time  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
CQontry  to  doiw  from  its  own  hoforo  the  means  of  its  o^n  fe^ 
corict,  after  it  had  been  left  unalfided  by  the  co^operatioa  of 
ks  aifies.     When  they  were  gone,  we  provided  for  the  emer- 

Ency  by  embodying  the  Supplemental  Militia ;  and  as  the 
ngers  of  our  fituation  have  fmce  encreafed,  we  require  an  ef>> 
creafe  of  force  to  repel  them ;  and  this  we  expe£t  to  find  in  the 
Provifionai  Cavalry.  Our  regular  Cavalry  amounts  to  139006 
men  ;  but  when  he  attiended  to  the  variety,  and  he  would  add, 
the  rapidity  of  the  propofals  whidi  every  day  Crowded  in  upon 
him  fr(>m  perfons  who  vrere  ready  to  come  forward  to  votitn- 
<cer  their  fervtce,  he  might  fay^  diat  tlie  number  was  great  in^ 
deed,though  he  w^s  tmifaw  in  a  iituation  to  afcertain  it.  In 
Odober  lad  it  amounted  tl^  about  10,000  men,  and  focbv^as 
the  unabated  zeal,  and  perfevering  energy  of  the  country,  that 
thb  force  had  fmce  received  an  encreafe  of  four  or  five  thoofand 
men.  Indeed  that  zeal,  virtjie,  and  energy,  became  every  ilay- 
fc  manifeft  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  that  were  he  to  in- 
dulge his  own  fcciingsi  he  would  almoft  dwell  for  ever  on  it » 

•as 
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as  hc)  moreover,  knew  that  it  was  a  thane  thai  amft  mife  meet 

the  feelings  of  ever]^  well  principled  and  vktttous  man.  Ti| 
this  he  would,  add,  that  in  the  arduous  (hnAgglc  in  whidi  w» 
were  etigaged,  tliere  was  no  one  ingredient  in  oor  means  of  idc« 
fence  on  which  we  might  more  firmly  and  fecurely  rely  than  on 
the  valu^^ble  body  of  men  that  compofed  the  Provifioiiai  Cavalry. 
But  while  the  fpifit  of  tlie  country  was  thus  adive  in  iumi(h* 
ing  in  abundance  the  means  of  its  proteftion,  it  became  the 
wifdom  of  Parliapnent  to  call  for  no  more  than  the  exigencies 
of  Qur  fituation  might  re<]uire.  It  was  therefore  his  wiih  diat 
only  a  certain  proportion  of  this  force,  fuppofe  four  or  five 
thoufand  ipen,  (hould  be  now  called  into  fervice,  feleding 
thofc  who  were  mod  forward  in  military  (kill  and  difcipline, 
Tbexed  might  be  continued  in  trainingi  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Regular  Cavalry,  where  they  would  have  abundant  op* 
portunities  of  improvement.  Tf  any  alteration  in  this  plan  yif^ 
found  neceflary,  then  allin  rotation  might  be  called  out ;  and 
thus  the  burthen  of  cxpence  and  inconvenience  would  fall 
^ually  opon  all.  It  was  merely  his  intention  now  to  mov^ 
for  leave  lo  bring  in  the  fiill|  which  we  would  afterwards  moy^ 
(bould  be  printed  ;  and  after  it  had  been  maturely  confidered, 
be  would  be  veiy  eager  and  happy  to  liften  to  every  fuggefiioa 
that  might  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the  plan.  He  then 
i:Gnclu(led  by  moving,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  (or 
the  regubtion  of  the  Provifiooal  Force  of  Cavalry  to  be  niifed 
by  virtue  of  a  }4te  Afl. 

Mr.  yollifff  ^i(hed  that  no  greater  number  of  men  {hould 
be  calleQ  out  than  was  likely  to  be  neceflaiy,  as  thediminutioo 
pf  our  expences  ibould  be  particularly  attended  to, , 

Mr.  Baftw'd  hoped  that  the  expence  which  this  meafure 
would  bring  qi;  the  country  might  be  made  to  fall  on  the  kio^* 
dqip  at  large. 

General  Tarktcu  expreffird  a  deiire  to  know  if  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  tp  call  out  (his  fbrc^  prin« 
^jpaily  from  the  maritime  eountie^. 

Mr.  Dund^s  confei&d  that  his  opii^iom  on  this  fubjefl  ha^' 
very  much  varied  and  flu^uated  ^  it  was  indeed  bis  intentioii  ' 
atfifdtodraw  oi^t  the  provifional  cavalry  of  the  maritime 
counties*  but  when  he  had  more  maturely  ce^edto^  9^  it  he 
.ftercctved  there  w^ould  be  great  inequality  in  it ;  that  the  ma* 
ritinoe  counties  were  already  es^pofed  to  great  bucttjiens,  and 
thai  in  a  ^  view  of  it  this  manner  would  be  bighJij  pf>jec« 
tianable. 

Mr.  BuMtQn  rofeto  thanVthc  honourable  Gentleman  ibr  not 

propo^n^  to  call  out  ;he  whole  provifional  cavalry,  as,  if  they 

3  V  ^  were 
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trete  all^ledoot;  ihe  agriculture  of  the  country  mtift  fa&r, 
particularly  in  the*  hay  and  com  harveft,  thofe  men  being 
inoftly  farmeis  and  huibandmcn. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bi!l. 

PRotECrrON   OF   TRADE.' 

The  Houfc  now  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfc,  in  order  to  confider  of  more  eflc&ual  means  for 
piotedling  the  trade  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ^^  faid,  that  it  was  his  dcfign,  in  the  abfence' of  his 
right  lionourablc  F'riend  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  one  refblution  only,  which  went  to  prevent  the 
failingof  any  (hip  in  future  without  convoy.  The  meafure 
was  fo  fully  known,  had  been  in  fuch  general  circulation,  wal 
fo  completely  approved  of  by  the  mercantile  intereft,  and  fo 
very  little  objcfiion  had  been  ftarted  again  ft  it,  that  he  truficd 
it  would  not  experience  any  oppofition.  It  was  notorious,  that 
very  few  captures  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  of  (bips  failing 
under  the  protedlion  of  convoys,  but  the  entcrprifine  fpiritcx 
thp  merchants  had  occafioned  many  lofles,  by  negie£tixig  to 
take  advantage  of  that  protedlion,  and  running  the  rift  of 
fending  vefiels  to  fea  without  convoys.  Many  prizes  had  been 
taken  during  the  war,  in  confequence  of  that  line  of  conduA, 
which,  by  {peculating  too  much,  had  expofed  the  trade  of  the 
country  to  confiderable  lofTes,  and  expofed  our  merchant  vef- 
fels  to  the  depredations  and  adventurous  attempts  of  the  ene« 
iny's  privateers.  Many  inftances  of  rbat  kind  had  parttcularij 
occurred  in  the  Weft  Indies.  If  the  meafure,  therefore, 
which  he  propofcd  was  agreed  to,  -the  mofl:  beneficial  confc- 
quences  wolild  refult  to  the  commerce  of  the  country.  He 
then  moved,  •*  that  no  Britifti  (hip  regiftered  fhall  be  per- 
mitted to  fail  without  convoy,  u^fcfs  by  fpccial  licence  from 
the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty." 

Mr.  Tierney  ohfervcd,  that  fd  far  from  the  fubjeS  being  ge- 
nerally known,  the  right'  honourble  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
bad  not  entered  into  the  merits  of  it,  but  had  only  ftated  the 
propofition  in  a  general  manner,  and  mentioned  the  probable 
produce  of  the  plan.  If  the  merchants  were  contented,  tliat 
was  not  a  fuificient  ground  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  a  mea- 
fure, which  impdTed  a  very  tax  on  exports  and  imports.  It 
was  called  a  bill  for  the  proteftion  of  trade,  yet  it  went  in  fed 
to  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  trade  and  commerce.  Some  general  ex* 
planation  was  at  leaft  neceffary,  when  the  Houfe  was  taking 
into  itscofifideration  die  propriety  of  raifing  nolefs  a  fum  than 
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one  million  and  a  half  for  the  public  fervice*  He  laoiented 
the  abfcnce  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  and  tiaftetf 
the  bufinefs  would  be  poftponed  until  be  was  fufficiently  re- 
covered from  his  indifpofition  to  be  enabled  to  attend.  Con- 
fiderable  fums  of  money  had  beeo  voted  for  the  navy,  which 
was  allowed  to  be  fufficient  for  the  pnote^ion  of  the  trade  of 
the  country. 

Mr,  Raji  obfcrved,  tliat  as  the  prefent  was  not  a  proper 
time  for  a  confideration  of  the  duties,  he  fbould  not  enter  into 
any  diicu£Ron  on  that  point.  He  was  fully  fenlible  of  the  de« 
fkiency  under  which  he  laboured  from  the  abfence  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  There  was  no  queftion  about  voting  more 
money  for  thefervice  of  the  navy,  for  the  refolution  only  went 
to  prevent  (hips from  failing  without  convoy. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  thought  the  meafure  highly  c;cceptionable,  at 
it  was  contrary  to  the  leading  maxim  of  trade  laid  down  lj5thc 
beft  writers,  who  ftated,  that  the  freedom  of  trade  was  eflen« 
lial  to  its  prpfp^rity.  it  was  the  duty  of  Government  to  pto^ 
ted  our  trade,  and  it  appeared  a  confef&on  of  weaknefs  to  have 
rccourfe  to  the  pJan» 

Mr.  Dundas  contended,  thai  if  the  meafure  met  with  the 
decided  approbation  of  the  merchants,  that  pohit  evidently  was 
a  flrong  prefuruption  in  favour  of  it.  With  rcfpedl  to  the  pro- 
teflion  of  our  trade,  he  was  confident  that  it  was  never  <b 
completely  and  fo  fatisfadlorily  exercifed  as  at  prefent ;  but  5ii 
proportion  as  convoys  were  given,  we  fhoutd  in  the  fame  pro^ 
portion  compel  treaders  to  take  the  benefit  of  that  prote^ici^  , 
which  was  admitted  to  be  fo  necciTary. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edv^ards  approved  of  the  propofed  regulation  fof 
for  the  failing  of  convoys,  and  thought  its  utility,  its  propriety, 
and  its  neccfl/ty  fo  apparent,  that  lie  had  expefted  no  perfoA 
would  oppofe  it.  But,  like  the  honourable  Gentlebait 
(Tierney),  he  wifhed  to  hear  it  explained,  how  a  propofitipn 
for  the  betrer  proteflion  of  trade,  was  neceffarily  conrieftei 
with  that  other  pro|X)lition,   a  duty  on  trade. 

Sir  Francis  Barings  as  a  merchant  of  conGderable  ftake« 
begged  that  commerce  might  be  let  alone.  He  admitted  that 
convoys  had  been  ahnoft  regularly  granted  by  the  Admirikltyt 
but  there  freauently  occurred  occafions  when  a  merchant 
would  not  wiih  to  wait  convoy  ;  and  if  trade  was  fo  well  pro«- 
t?dted,  what  other  reafon  could  be  given  for  Government 
coming  forward  now  to  impofe  a  convoy  on  the  merchants  oki 
all  occafions ;  they  might  however  impofe  a  duty.  Reafoning 
f^ovx  the  example  pf  ;he  efie£t  of  the  receat  piroClamation  t^ 

fued 
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ibed  hj  the  French  Dire^ry  ig;ainfl  neutnil  vefleli  canyiTig 
fttit!(h  goo^/  heTontendedth^t  9  duty  on  etpora  dnd  impdrti 
would  incrrafe  the  trade  of  neutral  teffels,  and  decr^  that 
of  Gre^  BdUin.  For  it  was  not  unufual  to  hear  of  goods  be« 
iiig  fent  from  Anifterdam  to  MoTcow,  in  Itafl^  orer-land, 
to  favc'etpcrtct  \  and  tlie  Tarkcy  Gcunpany,  frbtn  the  fine 
motires,  frequently  fent  Bri^lH  manufiAurcs  a^nifs  the  de« 
farts  to  Perfia.  If,  therefore,  trade  was  already  fi>  much  bur* 
thened,  would  not  any  ;|dditiona)  impo(l  lend  tq  dhninifli  it  ? 
it  might  be  defirable  to  proxc&  trade  as  much  as  polBbk ;  but 
he  believed,  the  capture  by  the  French,  of  Britifli  vcfleJs, 
haying  Brittfh  manufaAures  on  board,  tended  tQulcreafetbe 
dmand  in  our  markets. 
,  ^Ir.  R^fg  interrupted  the  honourable  member,  and  obferr* 
^d»  that  thb  wi^  not  the  proper  ftage  for  obfervations  on  the 
^uty. 

Sir  F.  Baring  then  adding,  that  as  to  the  meafure  of  con* 
yoy  it  was  compelling  merchants  to  take  what  fbey  did  not 
want. 

,  Mr.  Dun4as  thought  the  lad  difcovery  of  the  honourable 
Baronet  new,  and  certainly  extraordinary.  He  had  never 
Wore  known  the  capture  of  our  (hips  by  the  enemy's  pri* 
vateers  recommended  as  the  beft  receipt  for  promoting  thp 
manufaAures  of  the  country.  Did  the  honourable  Gentle«» 
men  recoUeA  that  Britifli  feamen  and  (hips  were  alfo  taken 
into  French  ports  with  Briti{h  goods  i 

Sir  F.  Baring  replied  that  the  (hips  were  able  to  proteft 
^mfelves,  as  they  went  acmed,  as  allowed  by  law. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  a(ked,  by  what  magic  it  was,  if  the  men 
and  (hips  were  fafe,  the  French  contrived  to  extraQ  theif 
cargoes?  • 

Mr*  Peek  faid,  that  this  was  a  meafure  which  only  urgent 
aieceflky  could  jufllfy,  as  th^  more  the  commerce  was  left  free 
the  more  it  profpered,  and  |his  meafure,  by  defiroying  com- 
petifioA^  in  fome  degree  damped  the  energy  of  trade ;  an^ 
though  the  avarice  of  individuals,  would  induce  them  to  ruq 
lor  a  market,  yet  unquedionably  the  captures  in  confequence 
vrere  a  national  evil.  He  thought  the  meafure  was  juftifia- 
ble  on  the  ground  of  ^lecefTity,  and  it  behoyed  government  pot 
to  fuflfer  individuals  toa£tdetrimentaltothe  general  inteceR^ 
tfaouefa  ^ey  might  have  a  private  advantage. 

Mr.  Tiernef  (aid,  as  no  ground  was  laid»  he  fbould  oppoie 
ihebufinefsjfn/mi/itf*  4 

•Mr; 
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Mr.  i{^  txpUuned. 

Lord  Hawk^ury  obienrdl)  it  wis  not  now  rag^ular  to  atdf 
Hito  the  queftion  of  duties.  The  Committee  of  wajfs  airf 
moms  would  be  the  proper  ftage.  It  was  admitted^  that  tfad 
proteftioa  given  to  tradie  was  fo  great,  that  government  had 
a  right  to  call  up<Hi  individuals  not  to  expofe  themfeives  to 
be  captured  by  the  enemy.  Up<Hi  this  fimple  ground  the 
^ueftion  flood. 

Mr.  B.  Edwards  thought  that  the  words  ^<  from  the  ports 
of  this  kingdom^"  out  to  be  inferted,  as  it  would  be  irapoffi^ 
ble  the  ^ips  in  the  colonies  (hould  wait  for  a  licence  from 
the  admiralty. 
'  Mr.  Rofe  repliedi  that  it  was  intended  to  delegate  tlie  ju^. 
riidi€kion  to  the  cduits  abroad  ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  thi 
motion  would  be  fufiered  to  ftaild  as  it  was. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  Houf^  being  refumed^ 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  fp 
into  a  Committee  of  ways  and  tneans. 

Mr.  Tiemej  thought,  as  the  pommtttee  had  been  already 
deferred  from  day  to  day,  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  ought  again  to  be  poftpon*- 
ed ;  but  if  it  was  intended  to  go  into  the  Committee,  he 
Kviflied  to  know  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe) 
would  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  meafure? 

y\.  motion  being  made  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  that  if  it  was  the  pleafure  of  die  Houle  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  ^eans,  he  (hould  date  the 
grounds  on  which  he  flioufd  bring  forward  certain  refolutions. 
He  extremely  lamented  the  abfence  of  his  right  honourable 
Friend,  and  was  forry  the  talk  devolved  on  him  to  bring  this 
matter  forward;  But  no  difinclination  on  his  own  part  to  take 
the  burthen  upon  himfelf  could  induce  him  to  poftpone  this 
bufinefs  further.  With  refped  to  general  objections  againft 
the  meafure,  he  muft  fay,  that  manv  opportunities  would  be 
afibrded  to  make  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion  of  this 
fubjeA,  whiqh,  however,  had  been  before  a  verv  oonfiderabie 
number  of  merchants,  and  other  refpe^ble  perions.  - 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  it  would  not  be  re* 
golar  to  difcuis  any  refolutions  which  were  intended  to  be  pro* 
pofcd  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  any  other  ftage 
but  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  Meafures  of  that  nature 
could  pot  be  debated  upon  the  queflion  for  his  leaving  the  chair. 
If  the  intended  meafure  was  that  of  a  ux  upon  imports  and  ex- 

portjj  . 
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ports,  and  it  was  fo  dated,  it  would  then  be  competent  to  dif* 
cuft  the  prdpriety  of  his  leaving  the  chair  ;  bat  "upon  the  iiropic 
motion  for  leaving  the  chair,  no  idcuil  could  regularly  be  en- 
tered into  upon  the  fubjeft  of  taxation.  Here  the  Hoafe  were 
pledged  to  nothing  by,  agreeing  to  this  motion.  It  was  compe* 
f  cnt  to  any  honourable  Member  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
hndMeans  to  enter  into  any  detail  to  propofe  what  meafares  he 
plcafed,  or  to  oppofe  any  ineafure  offered  by  anbther;  but 
upon  ih&  (imple  queflion  of  leaving  the  chaiTi  any  detail  was 
certainly  irregular. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  if  this  was  merely  the  ufoa}  motion 
{bra  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  fliould  have  faid  no* 
thtngt  becaofe  Jie  knew  it  was  competent  te^bim  in  a  Com* 
pitttee  to  propofe  or  oppofe  any  meafure  as  he  thought  advife 
able.  But  this  was  an  extraordinary  cafe.  Here  notice  for  a 
confiderable  time  had  beea  given  of  a  meafure  of  an  exlzaar- 
dinary  nature,  be  fhould  therefore  fubmit,  under  aU  the  cir- 
cumftanceSt  whether  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  pofipone 
ihe  confideration  of  it  for  a  while,  or  elfe  that  tlie  honourable 
'  Gentleman  who  made  this  -motion,  fhould  ftafe  the  outline  of 
%irhat  he  intended  to  propofe  to  the  Committee  before  iKeHoulii 
agreed  that  the  Speaker  fhould  leave  the  chair* 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  notice  was  a  mere  matter  of  courtcfey 
and  not  of  form,  and  could  hot  govern  the  pra£tice  of  the 
kioufe.  In  the  prefent  indance,  he  thought  the  opening  any 
rcfolutious  before  the  prefent  motion  was  put  would  be  irre- 
gular. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  Francis  Baring,  the  quefliony  that 
the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair  was  put,  and  carried,  and 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  conCdcr  further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  a  fupply. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  ihat  the  Committee  were  now  to  coniidcr  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  a  fupply.  He  fliould,  before  he 
entered  on  the  detail  of  the  rcfolutions  he  had  to  propofe,  ob- 
ferve  that  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Baring)  mif- 
conceived  the  ftibjcfl  oow  to  be  brought  forward.  The  pur- 
pofe  here  was  that  of  adding  to  the  fupplies  alrea<ly  \^tc(],  and 
of  enabling  the  public  to  meet  the  expence  to  be'  incurred  in 
the  prolecution  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  are* engaged.  His 
right  honourable  Friend,  in  opening  the  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  year,  ftated^  the  amount  of  the  afitfTed  and  other  Taxes, 
and  afterwards  of  the  voluntary  contributions,  and  then  added  a 
g'\'tvi  fum  which  he  propofedraifing  on  imports  and  exports.  He 
c!id  not  now  (late  that  the  duties  to  be  impofedwere  equivalent 
ciily  to  ti)c  favings  of  trade  in  coufequence  of  ihe  protcdioa 
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:vrimii  vtmAd  be  afforded  |t,  by  the  TCguUtions  refpectl^g 
.coDvnfS.  Trade  h^  been  protected  anfipl»  and  therefore  he 
.did  001  mean  to  fay  that  the  new  regulation  refpecting  coor- 
.vojfs  would  be  more  thajn  equivalent  to  the  duty  now  in*, 
jtended  to  be  propoftd  ;  he  only  meant  to  (ay  that  he  pro.. 
•poied  this  meafiire  under  an  impreSiqn  that  trade  will  be 
able  |o bear  it  without  fufFering  in  any  confiderabje  degree* 
,Ue  (bould  proceed  ta  the  detail  without  further  preface. 

He  ihouldjbegin  with  exports.  It  was  intended  at  one 
Uaae  to  propofe  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  exportjs 
gsQcrally,  but  ftatcments  had  been  made  by  manufadurcrs^ 
that  there  was  a  competition  with  thena  as  to  fome  of  Qur 
articles.  They  dated,  and  they  dated  truly,  that  it  was  thei^ 
tntereft  and  the  intered  of  this  country,  to  fend  out  their  ma- 
nufa6lures  at  the  cheaped  poilible  rate  ;  and  therefore  in  al,! 
articles  in  which  there  was  a  competition  with  them,  care 
ihould  be  uken  that  they  Ihould  not  be  taxed  in  a  maqner 
that  would  render  it  impoflible  for  them  to  underfcll  others 
itt  fofeign  markets.     Under  this  confideration  he  (hould  pro^ 

Sife  a  tax  on  Brttifli  manufadure  exporjied  to  any  part  9/ 
urope  of  only  one  half  per  cent. ;  that  was  fo  moderate  as 
to  be  little  mere  than  the  ex  pence  of  regidering  goods  going 
out.  As  to  goods  going  out  to  the  Weil  Indies  or  to  Ame- 
rica, that  was  a  trade  in  which  we  had  no  competition,  and 
therefore  upon  them,  he  propofed  a  tax  of  two  per  cent. 
On  thofe  to  Ireland  none  at  all ;  and  to  the  Ead  Indies  not 
any.  The  amount  of  the  duty  at  two  per  cent,  he  eftittutcd 
at  233,000!. 

On  imports  it  was  intended  to  charge  three  per  tent  in* 
ftcad  of  I  J.  The  imports  from  the  Ead  Indies  would  fall  on 
articles  which  came  in  competition  with  fome  of  our  own^ 
fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  &c.  ;  fome  which  alfo  cane  frpm-  the 
Weft  Indies,  tobacco  and  rice  wo«ild  alfo  come  lindjr  thi$ 
duty.  He  then  enumerated  all  the  articles  which  would 
be  fubjeScd  to  the  new  impod,  the  total  amoiuit  of  which  he 
dated  would  be  1,170,0001,  In  addition  cothis,  it  was  in- 
tended to  jpropofe  a  duty  on  tonnage,  the  particulars  of  which 
he  fpeci&ed ;  and  the  amount  of  which  he  dated  to  be  2o8,oool. 
making  in  all  1,37b, oool. 

It  was  with  great  fatisfaftion  hq  dated,  that  as  far  as  this 
prqpoiition  had  been  considered  by  merchants  and  manufac^ 
turerSj^  it  had  received  no  oppofition  in  any  part  of  it,  except 
that  which  related  to  the  gotug  out  of  our  manufa^ures  to 
different  parts  of  Eiirop-  i  gikI  that  was  made  fo  fmall  that 
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lie  ajppreliended'lhft;  GofiirnktceWooIcI  be  of  opinion  irtnt^ 
be  ifhpofed  ^ilhoutbeing  {eTcidy  (tlu  -  IIq  I^pcd  the  Cutn^ 
tn  i  ttee  wooM  agree  to  tlie  refduiions  which  he  Tiad  to  propofe. 
Tliey  were  cxiretDcAy  aumerou$,  bccanifeTpecifk  rights  Were 
to  apply  to  particuhir  articles.  The  ratca  were  fci^t  to  dif- 
ferent merchants  m  the  kingdoms,  and  they  all  tookWst 
-pains  to  impmrr  the  xates ;  they  had  with  a  liberality  v^ich 
charaderUbt  a  Brttifli  merchant,  made*  fome  of  the  fates 
lafrger  than  they  had  been  propofed  by  his  right  honourable 
friend,  becMfe  they  appeared  to  them  to  be  too  low.  In  the 
ihftances  in  which  they  appeared  too  high,  they  had  lowered 
them^  As  td  gciodfs  otitwaud,  n6  rate  couM  be  apfrited  to 
them,  beclufeit  was  itapoflihleto  knowtheir  value  exaftly. 

Thcfe  wtrd  the  groimds  of  the  rcfoltitions  which  he  had  to 
propofc,  foFthcdifCttffion  of  whichhe  miift  again  repeat,  there 
would  be  abundant  opportunity  in  Committees  on  the  bills, 
and  other  ilages.  -He  then  propc^ed  moving  the  hrft  refolu- 
tion.  ' 

Mr.  B,  EdwaHs  faid,  he  hoped  the  honourable  Gentleman 
would  not  have  any  object?6n  to  explain  certain  matters.  He 
•was  pleafed  to  fay"  that  parties  had  approved  of  this  propofi- 
tion.  He  knew  that  the  propofi tion  had  not  been  laid  before 
a  great  ntimber  of  perfons  concerned  in  the  Wcft-lndia 
trade,  which  'was  moft  important.  The  honourable  Gen- 
tleman had  not  dated  how  the  value  of  articles  was  to  be 
taken.  Was  it  according  to  the  marketable  value,  or  was  it 
to  be  fixed  according  to  the  infpectot- general's  book  ?  lo 
that  book  things  were  not  fet  down  according  to  their  real 
value;  and  from  returns  from  that  book  the  iioufe  would 
never  know  the  real  value  of  any  article  whatever.  In  the 
article  of  Coffee,  for  fnftanLc,  the  entry  in  theinfpcctorls 
book  was  double  the  rertl  value,  confcquently  iii  that  article 
7\  per  cent.  t?.!;mg  the  infpcctor's  book  as  the  ftafldifrri  of 
value,  would'bcin  reality  5  per  cent,  oft  that-  article.  He 
forcfaw  that,  pnlef?  care  was  taken  in  this  and  6th^piirtfetf- 
lars,  the  plan  might  poflibly  feo^  fnch  that  "trade  xnwQ^fUik  Hin- 
der it.  He'  added Teveral  pther  obfervatidnis,  and tr»nl?lttdcS 
with  obfcrvuig^that'he  was  not  a\i  enemy  *  to  the- mekiiirt'4n 
its  principle,,  but  wilhcd  for  as  much  cxplaria^rdn 'i?r  Ae 
courfe  of  it  a3 'coulq , lie  grven.'  Vlt  was  forrf,  howefer^tb 
obferve  a  meafiirc  To  Kiomentousdircuflfed  in  fe  thin  a  Horn. 
Mr.  Ro/e  explained  fcve/al  points,  and  obferved,  a^tt^Wf- 
fec  it  certainly  was  rated  infinitely  higher  thah  its  vahie  th  the 
infnector  general's  books,  buf  Ke  believed  that  to  be  a  fingu-^ 

lar 
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lar  jol^jKKe.  It  jwas  qiu^b  Ipwer  in  tnpfk  others.  It  was  made 
ialCing  WUliam's  titi)c»  fince  which  articles  had  greatly  in- 
creafed  io  value,  but#  however/  there  was  no  idea  of  ttiking  this 
book  as  a  Handardl '  The  real 'value  Warto  be  taken  as  nfearljr 
as  p9^ky  and  a  very  .laborious  and  intcingent  Gentleman  had 
taken  much  pains  on  that  jTubjedt,  the  wnoiod&which  would 
be  exptoJned  hereafter.  ^ 

Sir  Francis  Baring  eiifercd  'much  at  large  intD  the  fubjeft, 
and  acknowledged  that  he  had  a  more  iivourabie  ,Mka  of  thi^ 
meafure  than  when  he  firft  entered  the  Hoafe.^  Bc.*faid,  he 
had  attended  the  Committee  of  Merchants,  who  tiKt  to  con- 
sider this  bufiriefs,  and  hd  cobld  fay,  that  they  noVer  concurred 
in  the  general  principle'  of  the  bill  intended  to  he  brought  in. 
'  But  if  it  was  to  be  adopted,  they  lliould  confider  ibe  bed  rtcans 
of  carrying  it  into  eficdl.  He  approved  of  the  (Bpderation  oF 
the  half  per  cent,  and  lie  thouglit  that  fome  modifications  of  the 
prefent  plan  might  render  it  unobje£lionahle.  As  a  merchant  he 
faid  he  was  ready  to  come  forward,  and  to  fay,  that  trade 
ihould  be  taxed  as  far  as  trade  can  bear  it  He  conUdered,  as  the 
.Americans  were  in  fome  cafes  the  beft  cuftomcrs,  every  thing 
therefore  that  tended  to  entourage  that  trade  ought  to  be  at- 
tended to,  but  this,  as  well  as  other  tilings^  might  become  the 
fabje£l  of  future  confiderat ion.  .  He  obferved.aI(b«  that  fome 
articles  already  highly  taxed,  could  better  hear  JO  per  cent, 
than  others  could  bear  any  during  the  prefent  war.  He  ob- 
ierved  alfo,  that  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  afie£t  neutral  ihip^ 
with  thefo  charges. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  it  was  not  to  extend  to  neutral  Aiips,  but  to 
be  confined  to  Briti(h  fliips. 

Mr.  Pecle  entered  into  feveral  calculations  to  fhew,  that  in' 
certain  manufaftured  goods  exported  from  this  country,  the 
profit  to  the  nation  was  not  lefs  than  75  per  cent  and  there* 
fore  nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  fuch  a  trade  fhould  be 
encouraged  as  much  as  poffible.  He  did  not  think  this  meafure 
would  bear  very  heavily  on  trade  and  commerce,  and  therefore 
it  had  \k\s  apprubatiou.  He  hoped  the^e  w^s  a. public  fp.irit  and 
•;teal  in  all  dejcriptions  pf  mep,  that  they  would  all  come  for- 
ward atvl  fubicri^  ^^^^  quota  without  murmuring.  He  was 
(ure  it  w^  tl)e  wi(eft  couife  we  could  take,  it  would  make  an 
jmpceQoA  on  the  enemy,  andjn  that  view  might  be  confidered 
^  true^ocoapmy,  .Whatever  money  was  TOtcd  for  the 
pxi^ep<;y  fit  the  gublic  fprvice,  he  had  fuch  confidence  in  ntg 
>d|^s!^y%  Miuifters  as  to  m^ke  qo  ^uefiioti  it  would  be-  well 
applted* 

Mr.  Tiirney  d^  pctl  agree  with  the  bon»  Gentleman  who 
3X«  .  fpok9 
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fpoke  laft  in  tlie  lad  fentence  of  his  fpcech.  Hie  IccVmed, 
however,  entering'into  any  detail  upon  this  fuhjcd  now,  bcx* 
ging  it  to  be  undcrlVood  that  he  rcfervcd  for  himfelf  the  ri^ 
of  confidering  the  fubjed  in  die  light  it  might  Ticreafter  appear 
to  him,  for  which  pu^pofe  he  expected  time  would  beaODired. 

Mr.  Rofc  faid>  nothing  could  be  more  candid,  and  obfervedy 
that  frequent  opportunities  would  occur  for  hiriher  dtfcuffion. 

The  rcfolutions  were  then  pad  pro  forma ;  onderftanding 
that  they  (bouM  be  all  printed  in  die  votes,  and  the  Houfc  be- 
ing refumed,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day. 

Mr.  Lang  brought  up  the  bill  for  impofing  a  doty  upon  Ar- 
morial Bearings.  Read  a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  tKPtr force  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  upon  the  bill 
for  allowing  cofts  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanour,  and  propofed  the 
bill  Oioulcl  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hotife,  which 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Mainwaring.  The  Houfe  was  counted, 
and  there  not  being  forty  Members  prefent,  an  adjournment 
took  place  of  comi  fe.  a 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  May  17, 

The  further  confidcration  of  the  Slave  Carrying  Bill  was  de- 
ferred to  Monday, 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  on  the  Land  Taf 
BitI ;  which  being  read. 

He  faid  he  fhould  now  move  that  it  be  deferred  until  the 
next  day,  and  he  could  almod  undertake  that  no  delay  fbould 
take  place  upon  this  fubje^  beyond  the  next  day. 

Re|X)n  oidered  to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  the 
next  day. 

The  bill  for  impofmg  duties  on  Armorial  Bearings  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day  on  the  motion  of  Mr  Long. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Comminee  of 
Ways  and  Means — read  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further 
confideration  the  next  day,  and  to  be  printed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Rofc.  1 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of  billeting  the  Ycominry 
Cavalry  went  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  and 
the  Report  was  Ordered  to  he  received  the  next  day,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.. Secretary  Dundas. 

Ordered  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  ptotcc- 
tion  of  trade  be  taken  into  further  confideration  the  next  day. 

Agreed 
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Agree4.  to  gp inlQ  a  hvtthts  Coaimittec  of  Supply  on  Fridaf • 
Ordeml  tb^t  die  Report^f'^e^omtoMleejon  the  Soulhem 
Whale  FUhtryBftU  he  talwa  into  further  confidf  ration. 

Oeneril  ZiflBbM  preTeBtedra.pDtition  from  pcrfons  ooncem*^ 
td  iff  th»AfmanSiivr  Trade  againft  certain  daufcs  now  pro- 
ppfed  to  bff  iltfrodpQid  ia  the  iitave  Carrying.BiH,  pntying  to 
be  heard  >y  CiniaM  ;^ggi»ftihe  parts  of  the  bill  that  are  tiew 
and  vill  aflgta^theiriiiuerefts.  Ordered  to  be  kid  on  the 'Table 
until  the  Qthrr-pfiiUlioiisbA  taken  into  confideration,  and  that 
the  petitioners  be  heard  by  Counfel. 

The  bill  for  repealing  the  duty  on  Licerifes  of  Stipendiary 
Curates  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
Co  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Ho/e  moved,. that  the  Houfe  do  the  next  day  refolve  k- 
felf  iotp  a  Coitimtttee  of  the  whole  Hopfe  to  confider  of  the 
-  duties  payable   on  Ipces  imported  from   the  £aft   Indies. 
Ordeicd. 

Mr.  AUemaan  Lufiifigim  tnovedthe  Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Hoofe  to  reiblVe  itfelf  into  a  Committee  dl  the  whole  Houfe 
p  on  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  (hip  owners,  &c. 

Thc-Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  that  Committee, 
Mr.  Alderman  Lt^ington  moved  an  amendment  on  the  fiift 
Claafe  for  limiting  the  time  to  one  year  for  brineing  an  z&i6n 
after  the  accidenC  had  been  known.  •  This  waa  ftiled  the  Re- 
trofpofiiv^  Claule,  and  purported  to  have  in  view  the  care  of 
SoHth  and  She^rd.  It  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Peele,  Mr.  Broa- 
den, Cbe  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and  Mr.  Buxton ;  and  fupported 
by  Mr  .Ryder,  Mr*  Simeon,  Mr.  Alderman  Lu(hingtOn,  and 
Mr.  Eilifon ;  after  which  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment 
Jyes^  .  -  •  .         51 

l^us        -  -  -  -       -      30 

AfajcTity        -        -     21 
The  Uoufe  then  ptoqeeded  through  die  other  claufcs ;  after  . 
which  they  adjourned. 

-  .      HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FamAY,  May^  18. 

ocrd  Gj^ta^k^  iaid .  be  tliovigbK  it  right,  befooe  the  Houfe 
proeoed^  tp  the^Unfiaefs.  on  which  'they  worp  h^nrp^tf^d^^o 
call  their  a^entioq  to,  tbe  bill  received  from  the  Hpufe.of  Q>m« 
mons,  lelalwe  to.eleAions.  No  quefiion  could  jpxiO; as  |o  th^ir 
right  to  pipQPiipce,  their  judgment,  .either  in  rejcAlng,  fane* 
nonings  or  anvcq^ingfuch  bUU.  It  w.a$  ua4ueAionafaielike«nre9 

that 
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jhat  the  intention  of  the  author^  of  the  bUl  was  fuch  ;is'deferved 

I  their  Lordfhips  approbatioh ;  at  the  {zvtit  time,  it  became  the 
Houfe  to  exercife  their  uiibiafied  roafon,  and  tb  judge  of  tfit 
meafure  by  its  intrinfic  merit.  Infteacl  of  preffing  for  sL  decKion 
atprefent,  however,  he  wiftied  to  give  time  for  ^very  one  to 
confider  the  bill.  *  His  opinion  was,'  tRat  the  prindpk  of  the 

'  bill  was  not  law,'  and  could  not  be  confidered  as'iaw.'  On  the 
I  ^ueftion  for  the  fecond  reading,-  he  therefore  moved  its  being 
poAponed  to  Wedne(day,  afid  their  Lordihips  to  be  fprnmcii- 
cd.     Ordered.  ' » 

MILITIA.   OFFICERS   AtJGI^£KTATION   RILV- 

The  Houf^  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Cominitee  on 
.  this  bill,  Lord  Waliinghani  in  the  Chair. 

After  the  preamble,  and  fome  part  of  the  bill  was  diipofisdof, 
The  Eofl  of  C€Qrnarvm,  obfcrved  that  ir  was  with  9ie;  great- 
eft  reludance  that  he  rofe  to  make  any  objeAions  to  a  bUlpr»- 
feffing  the  better  defence  of  the  country  a!  this  mooKnt ;  that 
his  difpoiition  and  the  improbability  of  nis  opinion,  having  aiiy 
weight  in  aveftiilg  the  evil  apprehended,  would  have' tnciincd 
him   to  remain  filcnt,  if  iilehce  might  hot  in  this  pxefcnt 
c^fe  be  dangerous,    by  leaving  unoSfecved,    errors    which 
would  inevitably  produce  difcontent'  and  embarrafihient  in  the 
fs^ecution  of  tbea^,  at  a  moment,  when  acbearful  ooncBr- 
rcotc  and  union  was  m<>ft  neccffary.   .  Th^ieaiof  the  country, 
.  to  repel  the  threatened  hoftilities  of  a'defperate  and-  implaca- 
ble enemy,  has  never  been  more  confpicuous  thaii  at  this  m^ 
nient;  and  the  Qovern'm:nt  of  the  country  ba$  at  bo  penod 
more  efiefiually  ?nd  actively  feconded  that  zeal.  *  Tt«  ©^ 
inents,  hgwever,  of  patriotic  zeal  are  always  thofc  of  inconfi- 
derate  ardour,  and  old  principles  doliherately  adopted  and  long 
approved,  are  frequently  in  danger  of  being  defertcd  if  they  ap^ 
J)ear  to  farguine  difpofitions,  in 'the  leaft  to  clog  the  popular  ex- 
ertions of  ihe  moment ;  the  military  eflabliflnnent  lias  )$een, 
and  is  llill  fxpofed  to  that  danger  ;  its  open  and  avowed  ^or- 
mics  from  opinion,  its  cool  friends  from  alarm,  both  concur  in 
wiftiing  to  perfcft.  its  fnnilitqde  to  an  army,  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  gradually  removing  tliofe  cpnftitdtional  fecurities, 
whicli  the  legiflature  placed  for'the  expfefs  purpofe  of  prevent- 
ing its  lieing  an  army;     Thofe  Whofe  milltaty  opnnons  AxtSt 
the  roeafurcs  of  defence^  do  nor  feel  themfelves  dilltd  upon  to 
refpeift  or  promote  the  conftitutional'  fecurity  interwoiwn  in 
the  texture  of  a  militia  ;  they  look  to  it  as  a  m;ere  (landing 
^  aimy  ;  they  arc  not  at  the  trouble  of  ftudying  itfi  confiitution, 
but  confider  all  that  difiinguifiies  militia  from  an  army,  as  idle 

embarnifiin^^ts 


U'Ar  |8.1       WOOD! ALUS  TJ^UAMSUTAVS  R190ftW«  Iff 

cmbarralTnients  of  ignorance  and  prejodice,  'whicli  ought  to  be 
removed.  The  jeabus  conft ttution  of  the  countr j» .  however, 
knows  no  peVmanent  ftanding  anor,  modern  pradUoe  has 
produced  aifnital  armieSy  but  the  legiflature  has  .not  bitlierto 
thought  ir to  fanSnon  it  as  a  permanent  fiahdin g  force.  A  mill- 
tia»  however  thev  have  cAabillhed  upon  d^rent  principles 
from  the  army,  to  be  a  permanent  military  force,  which  may- 
be raifed  on  (udden,  emergencies  ;  to  .pr)eTent  thaC  dependancQ 
•on  the  crown  which  military  emoluments  and  profeffional 
views  create,  and  make  an  army  dangeKOus^io  the  conftitotion; 
they  have  drawn  the  men  by  baJIbtr  frQai<  the  inhabitants  qf 
counties  and  embodied  thomuunder  the  command  of  the  neigh- 
hourtng  gentkmenof  the  lisfpe&ive  counties,  with  landed  qua<- 
Jifications  according  ro  rank  ;  the  legiiktur^  cautioufly  fecur** 
edthem  fr6m  being  put  under  the  command  of  any.  army  offi- 
cers, but  generalst  in  order  that  the  effcA  of  the  qualifications 
might  not  he  defeated,  and  yet  unprofeffional  men  might  not 
he  without  military  experience  to  l^ad  them.-  The  iepilatiire 
•has  alfo  fecured  them  trials  by  pc^fons  In  the  fame  pfedica«> 
ment,  nor  would  expofe  them  to  the  different  prejudices  of  a 
dep^dant  and  profeffional  army.  '  Thefe  are,  I  think,  beyond 
coDtt^didion,  the  principles  on  which  the  militia  eftablifliment 
was  formed,  it  was  not  intended  to  be  an  army ;  but  the  friends 
of  the  cohftitution  looked  with  fatisfaSion  to  a  force  that|  in 
all  events,  muft  have  the  iiltereft  of  tbecountry  at  heart,  be* 
oufe  their  interefts  were  infisprable,  whether  It  was  endanger*' 
ed'from.  within  or  without.  Landed  qualifications,  and  dtf* 
Un&  court- marttals,  by  qualified  officers  of  the  militia,  ore 
therefore  efiehtial  requifites  to  the[  militia;  every  attempt  to 
change,  or  abolifh  thefe  eilential  requifites,  infliSs  a  dangers- 
bus  wound. on  its  vital  principle ;  idefrauds  the  officer  of  thaf  > 
fituation  which  his  zeal  and  patriotifm,  not  emolument,  induc<^ 
ed  hiihio  accept;  and  the  men,  of  the  advantages  and  faiif- 
fadion  of  ferving  under  their  neighbours  and  patipns^  .which  led 
them  to  the  ^eld  as  principals  or  fubftitutes.  I  ihould  much 
rather  concur  in  annihilating  the  mUitia^  and  returning  them 
to  the  mafs  from  whence  they  came,  and  xaife  troops  in  the 
ufual  way,  then  indiredly  to  fwindle  an  army  fR>m  the  coun* 
try  under  expeAations  held  out,  and  patriotie  and  conftituw 
tional  principles  difplayed,  and  then  gradually  worm  out  and 
extradtfrom  the  militia  laws  under  various»pretencesandhy  ob- 
fcuretrlaufes  of  reforming  a£ts,  all  thofe  relpcdable  principles, 
and  confBtutional  as  well  as  perfonal  fecurities  which  called 
forth  the  zeal  of  the  country  gentleman  to  the  public  fcnlt^^ 
ji  ^eal.ajdd  fervicc  vyh^ch  could  not  be  purchafed^and  when  die^ 
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jMilitiii  jpi-iiiciph  aUd  W^naicalK  ;inHK»c  mfinftt  oittchieTj 
it  fiippofett  diliealtTtin  obtaiimiif  oQiocn  of  wit  xmkM  for  the 
Suppeoieiittiry  Militia^  which  the  f ctDJhi  made  from  tfie  Seoc- 
.  tiiry  of  Statc^aoOcQ  (ficm  oti  your  taUe)  difapproTes^  jnd  id 
fQR>ly  xhk  tiSMvinbd  fdraty,  thbcl^ife  imp«#ert  the  Cromi 
ieafj^int  b  the  Sappletnentiiry  Militti  (if  not  filled  up  in 
tourteen  da)»  ititer  ^  {Effing  fat  die  aA^  lirhidi  once  p^Esd, 
taflUet  the  CitiW>ii».to  fiU  every  vacancy  imoBcdiaidy)  any 
jpitrfon  of  whatever  vank»  ndigkMii^orcoiiipl^iofit  Mabometan 
or  Gehtdbi  whothay  have  (ervad  an  hrmr  in  ihriiilialii  riwii 
^ny's  fehricie ;  I. do ack  flate  thiaeircttmftance  ai  anr  ^vcqt  t» 
be  apprehended,  but  as  the  real  full  extend  and  meaning  of  tfi^ 
<daufe,  for  in  the  oiigtoal  Supplementary  A6t,  the  oSBccA 
man  Is  eieropted  from  the  oMh  that  he  is  a  Pfotefta^^  (an  es- 
femption  intended  to  idmit  the  fenrice  of  Ri^an  CadMolki) 
this  bar  beiftg  removelt  and  no  other  qualificatiMraQaifile  bot 
ferVice  for  ahy  time  in  the  land  forces  of  the  India  CompaDy^ 
any  perfon  ot  whateVet  defeription  ot  religion,  throogh  the 
medium  of  that  ferVieb,  inay  hold  a  oommii&on  in  the  Sup^ 
mentary  Militia  of  England  by  this  daufe ;  it  is  faid  that  this 
claufe  does  not  extend  to  the  original.  Militia^  but  only  to  the 
.  Supplementary;  that  the  Supptemcntary  Militia  is  a  mar 
fofce^  which'  may  be  diflerendy  modelled^  withont  pcojodjoe 
to  theoU ;  neither  the  words  of  the  a&^nor  thepiaAiceadep^ 
cd  at  this  moment,  will  authorize  this  condufion  fuffidcn&i 
to  prevent  mfinile  mifchief :  I  wiih  this  leperation  waa  maae 
diftitfd  and  ckar,  and  not  hangitig  upon  doubtfial  mferenoes; 
at  the  moment  it  is  dated  to  be  a  new  diftinfi  force,  orderaaie 
gone  down  to  incorporate  the  twocorps ;  what  oonfufion  nuft 
arife  when  unqoaliified  India  officers  mix  with  a  tcgiaaeBt  of 
qualified  MiUba  as  making  one  of  its  parts }  in  the  aid  flock 
aiothing  hut  qualified  officers  command ;  the  grafted  addition 
can  have  no  command  but  over  the  Supplemehtary  part ;  if  a 
court  martial  takes  place,  tiiey  camiot,.in  my  opinion  fit,  4iat 
of  the  greaieft  part  of  tbofe  with  whom  I  have  conseiied,  ftt 
as  Militia  officers;  I  know  that  a  few  think  otherwife,- fint 
that  difieience  of  opinion  wiil  6nly  encreafe  the  evif.     My 
obfcAson  is  agaiiift  the  whole  cJaufe,  hut  it  would  be  more 
palatabk  to  me  the  lefs  it  extended ;    if  it  did  not  ioc|pdc 
field  officers,  theregiment'WU(akibei«is'ChaDged,  and  itreM^ 
ftitatitm  left  repugnant  to  Ae  Malitia  principles ;  if  t  vMnfe 
diftinAly  cx^snntng  that  thefe  unqnaUfied  offieerr  Aali  ttot 
mix  in  MiUtiacooms  martial  is  infioted,  the  bi)l  wiilrJieJefc 
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ofFenfive,  though  without  foch  ciaufei  ray  opinion  is,  thatthey^ 
are  decidedly  excluded  from  court  marttals,  before  wl>ich  offi* 
cersof  the  eftahli(bed  militia  are  to  be  tried,  becaufe  they  have 
no  power,  aolbority,  orcqnncdtion,  by  the  a^  with  the. oM 
ttiilitia,  however  otherwiCe  blended  ii|,  fervice.  I  confeft 
ihat  it  appears  {Irongly  that  the  intention  of  thofe  who  fracn* 
cU  the  hill  is  to.  fubvert  the  militia,  and  convert  it  into 
an  army,  for  they  have  not  attempted  to  prove  the  necef- 
lity  of  this  objc61iooable  mode  of  officering,  the  Supplemenury; 
on  the  contrary,  the  returns  prove  that  the  field  fituations  are 
eaJQly  filled,  and  the  other  not  hkely  to  be  long  vacant ;  but 
if  a  difficulty  of  ^nding  officers  qualified  according  to  law  ex- 
ited, they  have  not  taken  the  obvious  means  of  removing  thft 
i^ifficulty  by  reducing  the  qualification  loool.  per  annum  i  for 
inftance,  (which  is  the  landed  qualification  of  a  colonel,  50  j1. 
of  which  mud  be  in  the  county  for  which  he  fervesj,  and  ac- 
cepting a  lefs  qualification  even  as  low  or  lower  than  half,  if 
neceflary ;  thus  the  militia  foldier  would  ftill  continue  to  be 
trommanded  by  his  neighbour ;  inftead  of  this  obvious  remedy, 
they  fay  gentlemen  of  a  thoufand  pound  per  annum  are  not  to 
he  had,  and  therefore  we  muft  import  officers  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies  without  any  qualifications  at  all ;  where  is  the  profeff- 
^d  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  militia,  and  the  unwil- 
Jing  deviation  in  this  bill  from  neceffity. .  The  gentlemaii  of 
ogoL  landed  revenue  is  excluded  by  this  bill,  and  an  unquali- 
iieaenfign  from  the  l£aft*India  Company's  fervice,  may  in 
three  days  be  made  a  colonel  of  the  Supplementary  Militia ; 
ilo  the  authors  of  this  bill  flatter  themfelvcs  that, this  diange 
will  be  cordially  entertained  by  the  militia  at  large;  and  that 
fuch  an  heterogeneous  mafs  of  difcordaut  principles  can  pro-^ 
duce  a  firm  united  body  fit  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ? 
Strongly  imprefTod  with  thefe  ohjeftions,  I  amagainfi  the  Whole 
of  this  claufe,  and  (hall  move  that  the  whole  be  omitted. 

The  Xfurqais  Town/bsnd  faid,  he  agreed  in  part  of  what 
fell  from  the  noble  Earl ;  at  the  fame  time,  with  refpe^l  to  the 
particular  claufe  fo  much  dwelt  upon,  he  entertained  no  fuch 
apprehenfions.  It  merely  ena£ted,,that  where  the  Lords  Lieu* 
tenants  of  the  counties  were  unable,  within  a  given  time,  to 
jirovide  a  fufficient  number  of  officers,  in  fuch  c;^feson|y,  the 
^efource'in  queftion  may  be  teforted  to.  By  thefe  means  he 
thou^  it  unlikely  that  any  great  number  of  the  Coippany's 
officeis  would  find  their  way  into  the  Militia.  His  I^ordihip 
adverted  to  the  circumftances  of  tlie  troops  of  the  line  being 
folly  tmployed  in  their  ree^ular  duties  in  g^jriipns,  encamp* 
ments,  and  in  defend  ii^  the  colonies;  which  circumftances 
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tendered  the  itk>de  ftrock  out  by  the  bill  for  olfecericig  the  Sup- 
plementary Militia  as  one  of  die  moft  onol3§e&ioiiable  that 
coald  be  devifedv 

The  Earl  BfCarnarvoH  replied,  that  the  meaTnne  of  nedoc^ 
ing  the  accuftoined  qiiaiifications  in  property  for  the  officers, 
had  much  better  be  refortcd  to ;  the  bill  went  to  exclude  un- 
ohjeftionabie  peifons  whofe.  incomes  were  ever  fo  little  below 
the  legal  ftaiulard.     By  the  cxifting  law,  it  Wat  required  that 
ii  Colonel  in  the  Mitllia  fhpufd  have  at  Isaft  loool.  per  an* 
num,  half  of  whicli  fliould   be  in  the  county  wherein   the 
corps  was  raifed.     A  man  poflcfled  of  999L  per  annam  wookl 
be  rejcfled,  and  an  efYGgn  of  the  Company*8  troops  received. 
He  preffed  the  idea  of  reducing  the  cjaaltfications :  there  feem- 
td  no  anxiety  in  Miniftcrs  to  get  Officers  of  property.    It 
ieeined  as  if  they  wiflied  to  get  an  army  by  ballot,  the  attempt 
would  create  jealoufies,  it  appeared  like  an  attempt  to  vrorm 
out  the  contlitutional  officers,  and  to  affimilate  the  Militia  to 
tlic  regular  (landing  forces. 

The  Marquis  Tawnjhend  again  obferved,  that  there  exiftcd 
Ho  ground  of  ferious  apprehenfion  on  that  fcore.  He  had 
known  inftances  where  a  whole  corps  of  officers  was  completed 
within  a  fortnight:  poflibly,  fome  jcaloufies  might  exift,  as 
hinted  by  the  noble  Earl,  but  they  were  not  witlnn  the  fpheit 
of  his  knowledge. 

The  Eat  I  of  Hardwicke  cbfcfved,  that  ex'crtioris  were  mads 
to  obtain  officers  properly  qualified. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  laid,  that  if  the  noble  Earl  conceived 
lit m  to  fayi  that  effixts  to  that  effect  had  not  been  made,  he 
had  miftaken  him,  at  lead  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  fo.  What 
he  withed  to  prefs  was,  the  expedient  of  reducing  the  qualifica^ 
tion,  which  would  eftc£tually  anfwer  the  fiurpofe. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  then  obferved,  that  the  prefent  bill 
would  not  militate  againrft  the  conftitution  of  the  Old  Militia. 
The  cafe  was  hew,  and  proportionate  efibtts  were^necefiary  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  The  noble  Earrl  (Carnarvon) 
had  accufeedthe  jLotds  Lieutenants  of  not -Having  endeavour- 
ed to  fill  the  commiffions  with  qualified  perfdns,  but  they 
certainly  did  not  deferve  that  imputation,  as  they  had  i^ot  only 
endeavoured  to  do  fo,  but  had  given  a  great  number  of  oomi 
miffions. 

LofdGrimuilU  coSLtended*  that  the  fpifit  iy{  ilie'^Old  MTIirra 

iaws  was  liot  infritigcdl)^  the  bill  before  the  <3o*t^mittee';  but  tj;v    , 

dcr  the  prefent  cirxrumftan^s,  Ihe  queftion  \tas,  whether  or  ndt 

the  bcft^aml  xeadidl  nKans-fhonld  be  adofptcd,for  ciKcafmg  a  great 

and  rficicnt  force  to  repel  tlic  enemy  ?    A  great  part  ot  the 
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rioble  Earfs  objcAioDi  would  be  done  away  by  one  iinglc  con- ' 
fideration^  nanocly,  that  tlie  bill  'did  not  apprv  ^  the  old,  or, 
permanent,  but  to  the   temporary  Militia.   This  was  only  a 
temporary  mcafure,  not  attaching  on  ;ne  permanent  dale  q( 
the  militia,  but  called  for  at  this  niomciit  of  cxi|;ency,  and 
this  was  a  full  anfwer  to  all  the  objections  which  the  noble 
Earl  bad  made,  that  the  meafure  was  not  intended  as  an  alter- 
ation of  the  principle  of  the  militia,  much  lefs  could  it  bccoiir 
J^dcred  as  an  intended  fraud.      The  prefent  officers,  he  was 
^convinced,  would  not  feel  in  the  Icall  hurt  by  the  admiffiqi]L 
of  the  officers  in  qucftion  into  their  corps.     He  was  forry 
to   hear  the  noble  Earl,   talk  of  the  meafure  as  a  fpccics 
of  fraud  upon  the  old  officers.     Such  language  was  6(ttt\, 
held  groundlefsly    by  pcrfons   holding  fcntinients  not  con-, 
fonant  with   the  promoters    of  particular  mcafures ;  but  be 
averred  that  there  had  l)ecn  no  fpecies  of  parliamentary  com- 
pa£l  entered  into  with  the  officers  of  tht<e  Old  MiUtia,  which, 
the  prefent  meafure  went  to  infringe.     With  rpfpccjl  to  the 
idea  of  its  worming  out  the  old  officers,  that  was  fct  afj^e  alfo 
bv  the  confideration  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  meafure^ 
The  plan  of  additional  Militia,  inflfead  df  an  augmentation  of 
the  Army  was  prefj&rred  ;  in  many  points  of  view  it  held  forth 
a  greater  inducement  to  the  people  lo  enter  into  it,  and  the  force, 
from  lyiiig  each  in  its  rcrpc<9;ivc  county,  could  be  concentrated 
in  a  greater  nuipkjer  at  any  given  point,  fo  as  to  operate  with 
increafed  energy  and  eSk&,»     His  Lprdthip  faid,  it  was  not 
probable  that  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties  would  certainly 
not  refufe  gentlemen  of  999I.  per  annum,  on  other  gentlemen 
of  property  in  their  refpeaive  counties.    He  repeated  the  afler-P 
tion,  thai  no  regulation,  refpc£king  the  old  Militia,  precluded  the 
wifdom  of  Parliament  from  interpofing  any  new  arrangement, 
that  from  different  circumftances  mt^  be  fit  and  expedient  to  be 
applied,  but,  indeed,  it  was  necdlefs  for  him  to  wade  their  Lord- 
fliips  tini?  in  rcafoning  further  upon  the  fuhjcft,  as  every  argq- 
mc,t\f,  be  could  ufe  mud  ultimately  refolve  irielf  into  the  fmt  le 
point,  that  the  prefertt  bill  and  all  its  regulations  referred  folcly 
to  the  Supplementary,  and  not  the  Old  Militia,  confcquendy 
no  one  regulation  it  contained  coqld'  be  deemed  a  vblationor 
infringcxqent  of  any  contradl  maffc  hy  the  Public  under  any 
cxilling  Militia  Law. 

The  Uari  ofKaiiper  faid,  hp  was  forry  to  diflFcr  froflfi  his  np-. 
ble  wiiend,  but  fo  far  from  concurring  with  him  in  opttiibrt,  he 
mudcQiiteud,  that  the  bill  under  confKkration  was  a  direct  vi^j-l 
iation,  and  infringemot  of  the  cohtraft  with  the  OH  MililU*, 
He  declared  when  be  caine  down  to  the  Houfc,  l^c  di(|  npt  in-  - 
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tend  to  fay  one  word  on  the  fubjcft,  he  meant  merely  to  hear 
what  oihernobl<j  Lords  might  advance  upon  it.  He  had  littened 
with  attention  to  the  noble  Earl,  who  opened  the  debate,  and 
he  agreed  with  him  in  his  general  view  of  the  bill.  He  was 
arware  that  Parliament  had  the  power' to  repeal,  alter,  and 
amend  any  exifting  Statute,  but  would  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  maintain,  that  it  was  open  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
to  fet  afidc  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Militia,  that  they 

-were  not  to  be  called  upon  to  go  abroad  ?  Was  that  condition 
no  contraft  between  the  Militia  and  the  Public  ?  In  other  in- 
ilanccs  the  prefcnt  bill  was  an  infringement  of  the  Old  Militia 
laws.  In  many  counties  the'Supplementary  were  incorporated 
with  the  Old  Militia  ;  and  as  it  was  provided,  Ihat  in  cafe  part 
of  the  forces  was  to  be  difmifTcc),  the  fenior  officcn  were  to  be 
retained,  it  would  follow,  that  nriany  unqualified  perfons  would 
in  that  cafe  continue  in  the  Militia.  It  was  his  intention  then, 
to  move'fomc  amendments  to  the  claufe  in  qucfVion  ;  and  firft 
he  would  move,  that,  inftead  of  fourteen  days  after  die  paffing 
the  bill,  the  words,'  ••  within  fourteen  days  from  any  fubfc- 
qucnt  vacancy/*  Ibould  be  infected.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Lord  GrenvilU  fald,  he  did  not  rife  to  cbjc(5  to  the  noble 
JlarKs  anaendment,  though  he  did  not  fee  that  it  was  very  raa- 
icrial.  He  rofe  principally  to  prevent  a  fnlfc  imprcffion  of  his 
argument  going  abroad  in  confcquence  of  the  noble  Earl's  miP- 
conception  of  his  meaning.  He  was  far  from  either'  faying,  or 
intending  to  liy  down  or  maintain  fo  monftrous^a  propcfirion 
as  that  it  was  open  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  to  violate  any 
fundamental  principle  of  the  Old  Militia.  That  the  Militia 
were  not  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  was  undoubtedly  a 
fundamental  ptincipic  of  the  Militia,  and  a  matter  of  fpecial 
cbntraA  f^lcnanly  entered  into  by  the  Public  with  that  confli- 
tutional  niilitary  force.  To  depart  from  it  ihtrefore  would  be 
a  direS  breach  of  Parliamentary  faith,  and  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  intention  than  to  entertain  the  idca/much  more  go 
the  length  of  aflerting,  that  Parliament  were  at  liberty,  while 
the  Militia  were  eml^ied  and  in  ftill  force  to  violate  anv  one 
of  the  conditions  on  wHiclj  it  was  originally  iriftituted.  All  he 
had  contended  for  was,  that  in  point  of  regulation,  the  Militia 
wis  as  fubjeft  to  any  alteration  that  the  circumflances  of  the 
times  itiiglit  fuggcR  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  as  e<(kxlient 
aVid  ticce&ry,confiftently  with  its  original  principles,  as  the  re- 
gular anny^  pr  any  other  part  of  the  public  force.  Biit  he  rooft, 
cftice  again,  entreat  their  Lordfliip^  to  hold  in  mind,  that  the 
prefcnt  brir  applied  folcly  to  the  Supplementary  Militia,  a  new, 
and  meant  as  a  temporary  additioi^al  force. 

The 
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T^he  Ear(^  Caernarvon  tnifht  could  not  agree  Aat  the 
Supplementary  Militia  was  a  new  force,  on  the  tohtrary  he 
confulercd  it  as  an  incrci.fe  of  the  Old  Militiay  and  thenefare  it 
oucht  to  be  governed  by  the  fame  principles  nnd  the  fame  re- 
gulations. Nor  was  the  agreement  #ith  the  Old  Militia,  that 
they  (hould  not  be  fent  abroad,  the  only  contrail  entered  into 
at  its  inftitution.  It  was  alfo  a  condition  that  it  (houkl  be 
officered  by  gentlemen  pofTcfled  of  a  certain  qualification  m  the 
county  to  which  it  belonged,  whereas  in  the  prefent  bill,  ano- 
ther defcription  of  perfons  were  allowed  to  be  officers.  The 
Earl  faid,  that  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Hardwicke)  had  certainly 
entirely  miftaken  him,  he  had  not  meant,  and  truOed  that  {>e 
had  not  fo  exprcffcd  himfelf  as  to  refletSt  upon  any  perfon  as 
guilty  of  official  negleS,  on  th?  contrary,  he  had  referred  to 
fliepapiers  on  the  table,  to  prove  that  they  had  done  their  duty 
in  fuch  a  ipanner  as  to  remove  all  grounded  pretence  for  the 
bill,  for  by  the  return  it  does  not  appear,  that  a  fcarcity  of 
officers  exlft^d ;  what  he  had  meant  to  exprefs  waSj  that  the 
authors  of  this  bill  acting  on  the  fuppofition  of  an  infufficicncr 
of  gentlemen  qualified  according  to  law,  had  not  endeavoured 
to  find  a  remedy  with  the  lead  deviation  from  the  principle  of 
die  Militia,  by  decreasing  the  quantum  of  the  qualification 
and  fecking  cfEcer^  in  a  lower  clafs  of  property;  but  availed 
thjpmfclvcs  of  the  fuppofed  fcarcity  in  the  prefent  clafs,  in  order 
to  abar\don  quali/fication  ahogetber,  and  have  recoUrfe  to  the 
army  for  unqualified  officers.  Tlve  noble  Secretary  of  State  had' 
alfo  miflakeh  him  and  feemcd  to  have  mifconceived  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill ,  the  Lord  Lieutenants  have  no  choice,  but  are 
compelled  t>y  the  exifting  law  to  refufc  the  fervices  of  all  per-* 
fons  of  landed  property  below  the  prfcfent  qualification  efta-* 
bliflied  by  Javy,  andof  courfe  all  gemlemenof  999I.  per  annum 
property,  fox  Colonels  and  fo  on  ;  and  they  will  not  by  this 
bill,  beenpMec}  to  accept  their  fervices,  though  they  may  ap- 
point any  pcrfpn  who  is  not  poflefled  of  an  acre  of  land,  pro- 
vided he  Ip^  lerved  in  the  army  of  the  India  Company.  The 
fecroing  reftraint  of  confining  them  at  firfi  to  the  fame  rahk  as 
they  held.  in. the  Company's  fervice,  is  only  an  apparent  lim'- 
tntion,  but  throws  nrs  impediment  in  the  way  of  making  an 
Enfign,  in  t\yo  hours,  a  Colonel ;  and  feives  not  to  limit  the' 
Xjqx(\  Lieutenant  in  this  ref|)cfi,  but  to  flicw  he  is  not  limited;' 
jiptwithftanding,  therefore,  all  aiTertions  to  the  contrary,  it 
,  rnuft  be  obvions,  that  the  principle  of  qualification  is  deterred, 
aod  that  the  whole  range  of  property  between  loooh  per  an- 
num and, the  lowcft  pofliblc  landed  qualtficaitlon  is  dcf(r!ed,  in 
pider  to  fill  the  Militia  wi^b  half  pay  officers^  and  fuch  as  have 

fcrved 
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Carved  in  Indb,  unqualified  by  |jopcip9{i  p( Fi.Op{;le  acre :  Tiie 
Bobie  Secretary  a^ds,  that  one  fiagl?  oblervaytioi^ js^full an* 
iwer  to  all  the  phjc^ipns  to.tt)j$biIl;  nani^Iy;>  thajtv nothing 
it  contains  is  appiicahie  to  the  permanent  i}ate  of  ^nc  J|lJ|txa^ 
that  it  is  only  a  temporary  expedient*. frc^i)  the  qcceflity  of  cbe 
moment,  and  applicable  only  during  the  exigency*  and  not.cx- 
lending  beyond  the  >periQ4  of  the  war  \  with  regard  to  ihe.  Vord 
fraud»  of  which  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  complained^  he 
did  not  mean  it  in  an  offenGve  fenfe,  but  merely  taexprets  iliat 
the  Old  Militia  La^s  held  out  hop^s^  T^hich«  by  the  operation 
of  the  prefent  bill,  the  ezifting  pilitia  vifoutd  feel  thcmfclvc^ 
difappointed  of.  Neither  did  he  inten4  to  f^y,  tlut  the  preiqit 
bill  was  a  dire&  infringement  of  the  conditions  pn  whict)  the 
militia  was  originally  raifed,  but  he  was  afraid,  that  (bch 
would  be  the  conftrudion  put  upon  it.  The  noble  Secretary 
of  State  forgets  thati  what  he  deems  an  Exigency  is  the  ooly 
exiting  (late  of  the  Militia ;  invaiiion  or  imminent  daiiger  dT 
invafion,  and  a^al  rebellion  are  the  only  caufes  which  call  it 
oat  of  its  inanimate  fiate  and  give  it  life;  it  ileeps  during 
peace,  like  thofe  animals  which  ueep  all  winter,  it  has  fcarccly 
a  vifible  form,  except  during  the  monthly  drill.  Tlie  pre(eiU 
fiate  of  the  Militia  is,  therefore^,  no  peculiar  and  unforefeen  ^ 

exigency ;  it  was  formed  with  no  other  view,  created  for  n<^  ' 

ptber  end,  it  was  not  modified  for  another  (late  of  afiairs,  and  I 

iherefoi^c  requiring  to  be  new  modelled,  to  meet  an  unexpeA-  I 

<d  and  unforefeen  difficulty  of  tJic  moment ;  if,  therefore*  the 
qualifications  are  to  be  difpenfed  with  every  time^an  invalioo  is 
ihreatened,  they  cap  newer  exift  but  for  the  purpofc  of  being 
liifpended,  and  of  contributing  to  defraud  (I  wi{h  [  knew  a  lefs 
objedtionable  phrafe)  tliofe  who  come  forward  to  ferve  under 
iheir  country  neighbours  of  hnde^  property,  and  by  gradual 
changes  and  alterapons  of  the  laws,  find  themfplves  rubie&  (o 
die  command  of  unqualificcl  Arangers  from  the  Ea^  Indies, 
influenced  by  diilerent  babits  of  life,  and  governed  by  diScrent 
opinions  and  prejudices. 

•  The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  claiife  was  carried  with  tl^  . 
amendment. 

The  Eari  of  JSiadnor  then  propofed  a  fefond  amendment,  m 
the  efie£t  of  preventing  the  pfficers,  admitted  under  the  fao^oq 
of  the  abbye  claufe,  frOm  beine  appointed  field  officers* 

A  few  words  in  explanation  pa%d  betw^n  the  ndble  £«ir|, 
i^id  Lord  ©renvilJe. 

TheEdrlufCamaru(in^\Xi  fuM)ort  of  the  ohfcrvations  of  ^h||. 
Earl  of  Radopr,  recapitulated  loii^eof.hi^  former  argitmcrni;^ 
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the  drift  of  tTicTe  ptirtcipally  wai,  to  reooitimend  a  tedudtOn  oC 
ihc  qualification  at  prcfent  required  by  the  law. 

Art^r  focnc  farther  explanatory  converfation  between  Loidt 
.  Grcnviilc,  Carnarvon,  and  Radnor,  hi$  Royal  .Highnefs  thb 
I>ake  of  Clarence  faid,  thrft  it  Wias  the  province  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to'givc  into  the  Secretary  of  State  (or  the  Home 
Department  the  names  of  the  officers.  He  doubted  greatly^ 
liowever,  whether  in  the  old  militia  the  officers  were  always 
qualified  ficrfons.  It  remained  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
recomrinend  ftich  perfons  as  he  conceived  to  be  fit  and  proper. 

The  amendment  refpefting  field  dificers  was  rejedled. 

Earl  Radnor  movhl,  that  perfons  not  properly  qualified  in 
point  of  Dfopei^y  (hould  not  be  cotnmanders  of  corps. 

Lord  Vifcouni  Sydney  faid,  he  well  knew  from  the  line  of 
conduS  that  he  had  followed,  when  the  roilitia^as  originally 
inftiiuted,  that  every  thing  which  fell  from  him  on  the  fubjed, 
would  be  regarded  with  an  eye  of  jcaloufy.  Though  adverfe 
to  the  inftituticm  it  firft,  he  was  hot  To  abUra6l,  now  the  infti- 
f ution  had  been  put  to  the  teft,  to  wage  eternal  war  againft  the 
militia ;  on  the  contrary,  he  entertained  a  great  degree  of  re* 
fpe£t  for  it  collectively,  and  for  his  noble  relation  (Lord 
Townfhcnd)  and  other  noble  and  rcfpeSable  perfons,  who  had 
«lone  themfelves  honour  by  patronizing  it.  He  owned  the 
fentiments  of  his  mind  had  fallen  in  pretty  much  wich'  the 
artrumentsof  the  noble  Earl,  who  opened  the  debate,  and  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  amendment..  He  could  not  how* 
ever  help  wi(hing  that  the  additional  force  to  be  raifed  under. 
the  prefent  bill,  bad  been  raifed  upon  other  principles  than  as 
a  fupplementary  militia,  and  made  applicable  to  all  the  piir- 
pofes  of  the  regular  army.  He  lamented  that  fo  many  gallant 
officers  had  been  driven  fi-om  the  fcrvice,  and  inftead  of  a  fup- 
plementary militia,  he  wifhcd  to  fee  the  ikeleton  regiments 
cloathed  with  fl'efh,  and  the  new  levies  rendered  of  efficienc 
fcrvice  to  tlie  country  at  home  or  abroad,  as  occafioh  might  re- 
qnire.  He  would  however  check  htmfelf,  as  he  felt  he  was 
digreffing  from  the  fiibjefi  of  the  bill  before  their  Lordilups, 
and  conclude  with  objeAing  to  the  propofcd  amendment  as  in* 
compatible  with  the  original  principles  of  the  militia. 

£i7r/  Fortefcui  obferved,  that  by  the  adoptiou  of  tbis  Wiend- 
ment,  a  fiigma  wouki  be  thrown  upon  men,  who^  hoidioe  the 
tank 'of  majors  or  lieuienani-coloncls,  could  never  exenci(e  the  ' 
power  pf  commanding  officers.  For  this  reafon  he  was  forry 
that  the  former  amend merjt  of  Jhe.  noble  Earl  hod, not  been 
adapted,  and  he  woiild  take^an  opportunity  in  another  flage  of 
of  the  biii,  to  offer  a  Qmilar  otre :  as  he  wilhed  to  exclude  the 

defer  iption 
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cleTcription  of  perfons  in  qucftion  froiD  holding^ih^  rant:  of  6dd 
offi^rs  at  all.  Aft  tDtlowering  of  the  qoalificutions^  be  was  (o 
far  from  tliiiiliing  it  propel  or  hecefTary,  that  w^re  it  not  fcr 
the  importaiwe  and  prefilWe  of  the  prtfcnt  feafort»  he  ifaould  be 
ibr  iticrea£ng  thofe  (^ualincatrons ;  arid  he  would  propofe  diat 
fuch  a  mcafure  fbould  be  adopted  whenever  the  militia  was 

,   difembodkd,  and  the  country  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  pcarc. 
The  Ho&fe  then  dividied  on  Lord  Radnor's  amendment. 

C§nienls         j  2  Non  Cements        6 

Lord  Potuis  then  moved  two  amendments— ^that  hotliing 
contained  in  the  a£{  fhoufd  prejudice  the  claim  of  any  officer 
to  a  provifion  in  time  of  peace  i  and  tTiat  in  cafe  the  appoint* 
nient  of  a  fecond  adjutant  wa$  ntceiTaVy  in  an^  legiment,  be 
Ihould  hold  the  rank  of  lieutenant  by  brevet,  or  any  other  rank 
he  might  have  had  before  in  h\i  Majeiiy's  fo/ces,  not  above 
ihat  ot  captain-lieutenant  by  brevet!.  Thefe  were  agreed  to^ 
and  the  Committee  having  gone  through  the  bill,  the  report 

'  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday  n6}fit. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 


•     The  ioIlowiDg  are  the  CUuret,  the  Amendments  meted  iif  eaelf  a^ 
prmted  in  UaHa. 

The  firft  Prbvifo,  that  no  ofBccrt,  who  fliall  not  be  qualified  accordins 
to  the  a6rh  of  the  King,  was  upon  motion  left  out. 

And  he  ic  further  enai^td»  That  if  in  any  Coun(y>  Riding,  or  plare,  a 
fiitGeicnt  number  of  perfons  duly  qualified  aecording  to  the  faid  adt  <^ 
the  iwenty  fixth  and  thirty-ieventh  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prdent  Ms- 
jrfty»  or  cither  of  tlicmt  cannot  be  found  within  foiirtern  days  from  the 
pafling  of  this  aft»  or  nuitbmJhurteeH  days  from  aKj  fubfejumt  a*4ia»ry, 
to  accept  of  commifiions  in  the  Supplementary  M-titia  to  be  raiied  for  the 
>»id  Couniy»  Riding*  or  Place,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  lieutenant*, 
and  deputy  lieutenants  rei*pe6lively,  to  appoint  any  perfons  tu  be  oflkers  in 
the  faid  miUtia,  who  have  fcrved  in  any  of  the  land  forces  of  the  Uoittd 
Cooapany  of  Merchants  tracing  to  the  Eafl'-^ln^tiSt  and  who  have  either 
Kctired  thercfroni»  or  aie  refident  in  Groat'Eritain,  with  the  leave  of  the 
(aid  United  Company,  as  his  Majefty  Ihall  approve,  although  not  quafificd 
according  to  the  laid  a£b,  or  cixher  of  them,  fo  that  fuch  peiiooa  fhall 
not,  on  their  fiift  appointment,  be  appointed  to  ajny  higher  rank  in  tlie 
militia  than  they  reljpH?6tivcly  have  or  have  had,  under  the  laid  United  Com- 
pany.' Provkiid  nevertbilrfst  tbat  no  fuch  ftrftai  fo  to  he  aptciaUd^JhaU  hi 
afpomted  a  JUfd  officer^  {ommandantrfany  rfgiment^  hattaJiom,  orcor^s. 

And  be  it  further  enaAed,  That  any  miiitia  officer  of  any  mditia  irgi* 
ment,  hatiaiioft  or  iadepindeut  company^  who  may  have  accepted,  or  flu!], 
during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  accept,  a  comuuflion  or  ap- 
pointment of  the  fame  rank  in  any  other  militia  regiment,  hattaUcn  or  m* 
dependent  company^  fliali  continue  to  rank  in  the  general  fctvicc  accordii^ 
itf  tite  date  ot  hik  firft  commilfKin  or  appointment  ui  the  mi! -fit, 

Pro*vided  alfrt  and  he  it  hereby  ena&ed^  That  nothing  in  this  aB^JheMeseUBi 
to  the  reduction  of  any  officer  of  the  mitstiat  who  is,  or  nuty  he  entiiUd  H  u 
it  I  tain  allowance  in  time  of  Peace,  in  purfttance  of  tbgoQof  the  351^  rf 

the 
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Ms  u  ^9  mmikisSirify  niMid^  Tto  titr  off  tifts  nubtn  it  mmjf  be 
Jmmdwiatffmy  t§Mnnt  a  fiend  m4juimtt  4^  tan  rfgiwum  ^  mi/km^  si 
fiaU  hi  lawful  fir  the  Miutimatrt  qf  tbi  Coynfj^  Rulings  or  PUc$^  1$  grant 
i9  fucbficond  4<^ic/^r,  uniefi  hu  Mi^eflj  IbaU  dijapfrevt  tbe  fame,  tbi 
ratdtiffMivtimua  hy  brevet,  mr  'if  be  JbdU  bave  femfid  in  bis  Majefy^s 
other  ferces,  aky  remk  njobieh  he  met^  have  held  ibenin  not  exeeedmg  that  ef 
eaftainlientenant  iy  bftvetaifo^ 

The  fourth  Claufe  refpectiog  the  reduction  of  officcrty  &c.  was  on  mo- 
tion kftoatk 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     • 
Friday,  May  18. 

.  The  Britifb  Faheries  Bill  and  the  Tanners  Bill  went  thixuigh 
a  Committee*  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday  nextk 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Southern  Whale 
Filkery  Bill  was  received. 

Mr.  T'ai/ prefentod  a  petition  from  the  Brewers  of  Edinbargh 
againft  the  Scotch  Twopenny  Ale  Bill. 

The  Committee  on  the  Salt  Duty  Regulation  Billi  which 
flood  for  Monday,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins  Brown» 
put  off  10  Wednesday  next. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  for  the 
farther  confideration  of  the 

AMENDED  LAND   TAX   BILL. 

Tht  Chancellor  of  the  Bxehequer  obferved,  that  as  the  amend*^ 
ments  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill  contained  no  new  prin- 
ciple, he  did  not  fuppofe  that  they  would  excite  difcuffion. 
Me  Ihould  therefore  fimply  propofe,  '*  that  thefe  amendments 
be  tiow  read.** 

Mn  Sheridan  coniidered  the  bill  fo  tinjuft  in  its  priticiple, 
fo  oppreffive  ip  its  tendency,  and  fo  impradicable  as  a  meiSfure 
of  fijfance)  ihat  ic  could  pot  long  furvive  the  period  of  its  paffing 
into  a  law.  Ajready  there  was  a  claufe  in  it  referving  a  power 
to  repeal,  vary,  and  amend  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  Sef- 
iions ;  but  in  his  mind  its  mifchievous  tendency  could  only  he 
coumeradied  by  the  Houfe  enaAing  a  refervation  of  a  power  to 
repeal  it  in  any  future  Seffions.  It  was  his  intention,  therefore, 
ict  jlpne  future  fta^  of  the  bill,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  up  a 
claiife  to  that  efied.  He  need  not  add,  that  in  cafe  of  fuch  a 
claufe  being  adopted,  and  the  bill  in  confequence  repealed,  the 
pnrdiafe  money  muft  be  returned,  with  intereft,  to  the  'pur« 
chafoiy  Jof  the  Land  Tax. 

'i^iXi^CbaneeUetof  the  Exchi^uer  hoped  the  bon.  Gentleman 
wotiid  improve  on  the  <;ppoilanity  he  had  refervcd  tohimfelf 
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for  confidering  his  claufe,  and  believed  tlivt  on  itfleAkut  be 
trooid  fee  the  nhfuniity  ^  propoiing  U.  **  If  liie  UU  merited 
the  epkhets  *  tinjuft  and  oppreffive,*  If  that  Hoafe  dxstighc  *e 
meafure  iiTipradticable,  inftead  of  paiHag  it  with,  fuch  aclaufb 
astliat  hinted  at  by  the  hon.  Gentl^an,  they  would  fail  ialhe 
performanoe  of  tlieir  diKy  if  they  paflitd  it  it  wiV 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  the  chufb  of  which  he  hj^  gtvtti 
itptlce  wTould  not  be  the  offspring  of  rafhnefs,  for  He  b^drq* 
flc£ted  much  upon  it ;  bat  the  right  hon.  Gentkman  had  that 
night  oppofed  it  without  reflexion,  The  hSt  was,  that  fcarce 
any^Lcgiflative  h&^  oi  the  ipagnitM^  of  the  prefent,  had  ever 
pafled  withoi|t  a  fimilar  claqfe. 

The  Chaticclhr  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  the  hoii.  Gelille^ 
man  had  certainly  very  Ihtle  attended  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ads 
of  the  Legiflature,  or  he  never  cot^d  have  aflfcrted  thit  all, 
or  m6A  Legiflative  A£ts,  were  pafi^d  with  a  tefervattoci  of  the 
nature  of  that  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Buxton  fuixt,  he  to&  to  oflf^r  a  claufe^  of  which  he  h^ 
given  npjtice  oq  a/orm^r  occafion.  It  Wal,;  that  no  I^and  Talt 
Siould  be  mipofcd  in  future,  which  did  not  equally  aftoA  all 
other  rpccics  of  property.  'fTlotogh  he  ivas  fenfible  of  his  inabi- 
lity to  conduct  this  meafure  in,  a  iti^^nner  wKich  it  defer^edy 
yet  he  would  nor  be  deterred  6r  (hrink  ftom  performing  his 
duty.  If  they  went  into  the  principle,  or  looked  ^(ht  origih 
of  the  hnd  tax^  diey  would  find  tlut  hOligiftated  while  there 
ctiftcd  two  very  fir^g  parties  ki  the.  kingJioiiiy  oot  in  fiMTbor 
of  an  abdicated  Monarcbi  and  the  ol^r  in  w^r  of  tfaje.  King  in 
po&ffioa.  l^he  one  party  gtve  the  ftaU  aipowot  oJF  their  retttaty 
and  tlie  otlier  did  npt  i  hence  afoNpl  M  infcjo^licy*  .  Wte^t^ 
aiked  by  his  claufe  was  this^  that  m'futtire  diere.9v»iild  bf  op 
dtftin6lu>n  oC. property.  Atprefcnt  there  ^«l  ^  diftindion. 
The  landed  property  paid  very  heavy  rates^  poor  rates.  hMi*^ 
ways,  &c.  &c.  And  this  was  no  new  principle,  it  W9tfowf  ia 
the  original  land  tax.  He  taw  np  reafbn  y^y  the.Iaod^qlder 
Itiould  be  in  a  worfe  iltuation  ^MMfi  the  ftockho)d«r.  He  aftcd 
that  the  landholder  ihould  be  pcolcffaed.  C^ntleaien  ni^ 
arguse,.  that  the  fi^ith  of  Parliament  Was  pilc%^  tgy  the  ftow- 
holder ;  bu^  he  aiked  juAlcf  for  the  landt^Uer^  wbi^  wa» 
equally  in^portant.  He  therefore  (hoold  pfppofe  a  olaal^ 
**  that  no  land  tax  in  future  (bould  be  impo^  ^i^  dMa^ 
equally  affe£t  all  jotber  pcopertyi  as  fiir  as  tbf»  froiMI  qonU  b« 
alcertaiued.'V 

Mr.  Peele  thought  this  claufe  exti^eofely  obfedionablo^  ft 
npt  only  jHvouId  be  a  declajration  that  the  preftnt  Cbanctltor  of 
the  Exdie^uer  b^  no  capacky,  ^d  could  not  Itigpft  ihofe 
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•taxes  that  the  natioD  ctniM  teft  pay,  bat  that  ei^py  futoi^ 

-CbancoUor  of  the  E^heqaer  wooM  be  tiable  to  the  fame  fufp^  - 

:cion.    He'llppipved  of  the  meafore,  becaiife  by  its  operation  he 

•couid  purchdK  that  land  tax  at  the  rate  of  i8  years  pUrcha([<» 

€or  whidi  finitie;^)v  lie  pakl  iKhty  years  pufthafe.      Un» 

vdaiibtodiy  mnch  of  his  property  was  in  its  nature  menranttM, 

but  he  was  alfe  a  mao  of  fome  landed  property,  am)  he  wiflied 

'that  attempts  might  noL.be  made  to  rafrfe  an  invidif>i>s  flil^it^d- 

ifibis  between  kinds  of  propsrty  fo  blended  as  that  of  tUc*  hr.ded 

Man  and  the  merchant  or   manuft>6lurer  tieceflfarity  \^ev^. 

Cbofidering  that  the  ef&^  would  be  to  raife  this  diAoldibri, 

fa0  censkd  not  help  obferving  that  a.  man  wotfid  be  excufabte  th 

fdfpeft  that  f  rarKe  had  diftatcd  the  prefent  propofitlon. 

The  ChaxtiiHT  ^f  the  Sxcheqinr  did  not  doubt  the  purify  df 
thrf  motives  which  had  indoced  his  hon.  Friend)  to  prqpbfe  this 
cbnfe,  and  fo  far  was  he  iVom  dtffisrifng  from  him  on  the  theory, 
that  he  concurred  moft  cordially  ii*  the  prti^iple  of  the  mei- 
fore^  and  joined  in  wvfhr  with  all  who  were  defirons  that  ah 
equal  tax  Iboukl  be  impr^Ted  on  all  kinds  of  property.  It  w&s 
a  meafme  to  which  he  had  long  dire&ed  his  attention,  and  the 
Hottfe  woald  do  him  the  juftice  'to  recoUc£^,  that  he  h:^  once 
Of  twice  spoken  of  it  as  one  of  thof&  meafures,  by  means  erf 
vfhieh  the  country  would»  in  a  criQs  of  difficnlty^be  heft  eti- 
^bled  K>  ftroggie  u^irh,  and  fupport  itfelf  againA  the  derpi<s.vt^ 
fberw'fthwhom  we  had  to  contend.  Sot  in  proportion  as  h^ 
fek  the  iinpAcOance  and  cootd  appreciate  the  utiliry  of  a  plan  ryf 
finance,:  having  that  wife  and  magnanimous  principle  for  i^ 
bafis^  he  fek  and  appreciated  the  neccflity  of  confidcring  i^ 
profoundly.  At  that  mlxnent  it  was  utterly  impra<fticable ;  ami 
the  adoption  of  tbe  claufe  propofed  by  his  hon.  Friend,  WoCrlA 
tlieiefiDie  not  only  have  the  efFe6^of  ineapacitating*  the  ChonU 
cellar  of  tlie  Exche^er  as  a  P'inance  Minifter,  but  was  in  fadl 
a  call  on  that  Houfe,to  tie  op  the  hands  of  Parliament.  Werfe 
the  tneafbfe  pradicable,  he  believed  there  would  be  bur  one 
with  expfieiTed  by  the  country,  and  that  would  be  that  it  (hould 
icnmediately  take  efFe£l ;  but  knowing  that  no  period  could  be 
fixed  ioT'die  perfe<3ing  of  the  plan,  he  would  by  no  means  give 
up  a  prefent  relburce  with  any  view  to  tile  operation  of  a  prin^* 
cipie,  which,  however  juft  in  theory,  mufV,  to  be  henefieial, 
firfl  be  rendered  praAicable.  He  had  already  declared  himfetf 
iiot  deCrbus  of  impofing  an  additional  Land  Tax,  without  a| 
the  fame  time  impdfing  an  eoual  tax  on  ail  proj^erty  ;  but  tlie 
prefent  claufe  involved  a  pledge  of  that  Hoafe  to  debar  itfelf 
not  only  from  impofing  an  additional  Land  Tax,  but  any  tax 
whatever.    £ither  tliis  would  be  its  tS^^  or  it  cbmS  be  nuga^ 
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tory.     For  nothing  ccfM  be  more  obvioas  than  thit,  even  in 
the  cafe  of  a  total  inability  to  arrange  a  pradicable  plan  a£taz« 
ing  all  prqperfyi  thi$  daufe  woold  deny  ut  that  right  which  in 
trud)  Parliament  had  always  profefled,  of  impoiing  an  addi- 
tional tax  upon  land.     No  Gentleman  in  that  Houte  more  ie» 
fpeSed  the  landed  gentlemen  than  he  did«  and  nothing  cooU 
be  more  gratef^il  to  his  feelii^gs  than  the  TecoIleSion  that  in  the 
performance  of  his  public  duty  he  had  never  diminiihed  their 
comfort,    Buthemuft  not  forget»  that  the^moaied  iotereftt 
that  commercci  manufiiAures,  and  the  arts,  contribated  li- 
berally, to  the  maintenance  of  the  national  chara^er,  its  dig- 
tlity,  and  independence*     It  was  indeed  not  eafy  to  draw  the 
line  between  thefe  interefts,  and  fay  whether  this  fide  or  the 
other  could  claim  the  balance  of  patriotifm  and  public  fpirit. 
^nd  he  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  Land  Tai  hid 
continued  at  a,ooO|aool.  annually,  ever  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century,  although  the  revenue  of  the  country  had 
iince  then  tncreafed  from  about  do  to  more  than  a5,ooo^ooo&. 
Thus  did  the  prefent  revenue  exceed,  by  ne^lrly  three  times  its 
amount,  the  revenue  of  that  period  ;  and  it  was  a  memofable 
fad,  that  the  other  fources  *of  revenue  at  the  time  this  tax 
was  originally  propofed,  afibrded  only  the  additional  fum  of 
1,500,0001*     It  was  necefiary  that  the  Committee  ihould  be 
reminded  of  titefe  fads,  in  order  to  their  being  able  to  ju<^ 
whether  the  landed  intpreft  were  by  the  prefent  bill  treated 
with  fpverity.   Yet  once  for  all  he  would  repeat,  that  an  equal 
tax,  fuch  as  had  been  alluded  to,  was  with  him  a  fiivourite 
meafure.     If,  however,  an  extremity  (bould  arife,  when  with 
a  view  to  national  defence  it  would  be  wife  to  add  an  equal 
tax  of  one  (billing  in  the  pound  on  land,  he  fliould  not  heiicate 
to  prppofe  it,  even  though  he  fliould  noi  be  able  to  lay  age- 
qeral  tax  according  to  his  wifli.     Qn  thefe  grounds,  tberefixf^ 
he  mu(\  oppofe  the  motion  of  his  lion.  Friend. 

Sir  iT.  PuUcnej  agreed  in  favour  of  the  claufe,  and  contend- 
ed that  a  tax  upoii  land  did  not  affedl  the  monied  inrereft.  It 
appeared  to  him*  that  the  (Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
fpokc  out  in  a  very  plain  manner  with  refpe<£i  to  his  inteniioa 
of  impofiug  a  future  land-ta^;  and  the  prefent  meafure  wa$, 
in  bis  mind,  but  a  tragic,  and  a  means  to  get  more  fecurely  at 
the  land.  He  thought  that  the  landed  gpntlemen  (bould  not 
be  at  the  mprcy  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Taxes 
could  not  be  laid  upon  commerce,  \yitbout  afTefljng  the  bnd ; 
hut  land  might  be  ta^ed,  and  the  moqied  intereft  not  in  the 
lead  fu6F€r«  It  was  impoffible  to  lay  an  equal  land-tax ;  for  if 
we  had  tlie  exa<5t  value  of  every  apr^  and  taxed  the  whole  in 
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piopofti^:  ifyott  took  lol.a  ycarltom  the  maaof  lod.pcr. 
anii«m,  it  was  more  than  looi.  from  the- man  of  loool*  per* 
aimom ;  therefore it  would  be  vineqttal.  Heomfidei^d  the  qucf- 
tion  diftrcntly  firopi  the  hon.  GentleiDao,  whp  ibopght  him-- 
felf  a  gainer  by  purchafing  that  at  eighteen  yean  purcbare,  for 
which  he  had  an  allowance  of  thirty ;  but  he  was  convinfelr 
diat  be  woutd  foon  have  aHOiher  landi4ax  of  equal  amouuf » 
and  be  might  purchafe  thit  at  cigfite^n  years  purchafe,  andi 
then  he  would  pay  thirty-fix  yean  purchafe.    The  hon.  Gen- 
tieman  had  avowed  bis  intention  of  adding  an  additional  bur- 
then UQoq  land,  and  he  applauded  him  for  his  candpur ;  it  waa 
^hat  hp  had  all  along  fufpeded. 

The  Cbancell9r  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  honouFad>le 
Banwet  had  mod  grofely  milVepreffintcd  him.  He  had  ncrer 
in  the  flighteft  degree  intimated  that  it  was  his  objea  tp  lay  an 
additional  land-tax ;  and  fo  far  from  that  being  the  ^fe>  he 
l^ad  pi>ly  ^a^ed  it  as  a  wife  an^  falutary  reeafure,  to  which  the 
country  might  poflibly  have  reoourfe  in  certain  extremities. : 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  argued  that  an  additional  land-tax 
was  at  thai  iporacnt  as  much  in  the  power  of  Parliament  as  the. 
prcfcnt  mcafurc  under  the  difcuffipn  of  the  Houfe.  He  had 
alfo  cxprefsly  ftaicd,  that  the  bill  was  rather  intended  to  retard 
than  to  accelerate  an  additional  rate  on  land. 

Sir  ^  Pultcncy  explained. 

Mr.  Banks  argued  in  an  able  manner  againft  the  claufe, 
and  iniifted  that  it  was  not  calculated  to  form  a  component  part 
of  the  bill  in  any  point  of  view  whatever, 

.  Mf.  ^heridan^  after  obferving,  that  he  wiflied  to  avoid  giv'uig 
rife  to  any  kind  of  jealoufy  between  the  landed  and  monied  in*» 
tpre^,  exprefifed  his  opinion,  that  the  former  was  not  placed  in 
a  juft  and  proper  fuuatipn,  .  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.- 
Pitt)  in  confidering  the  rental  of  the  coqntry,  which  was 
about  thirty  millions,  feemed  to  think  that  the  land-tax  of  two 
millions  did  not  afFe6t  it  much ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to  notice, 
tb^t  when  the  ta^c  was  originally  granted,  though  the  rental 
only  amounted  to  ten  millions,  yet  there  were  not  twenty  mil- 
lions of  permanent  taxes  to  be  pajd  by  the  public.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  two  millions  fell  heavier  on  a  rental  of  thirty  mil- 
lions^ encumbered  and  fuBjcded  to  other  heavy  taxes,  as  it 
vvas  at  prefent,  than  the  fame  land-tax  fell  upon  a  rental  t>f  ten 
millions,  in  the  time  of  King  Willtani,  .when  the  taxes  upon 
every  part  of  the  community  were,  indeed,  trifling;  compared 
with  thofe  of  the  prefent  day.  It  was  true  this  might  be  a 
bonus  to  monied  men,  but  to  the  landed  Gentlemen  it  muO  be 
4  fouFce  of  vexation,  of  oppneffion,  and  injuftice.  He  w<is  of 
'  '         \  opinion, 


o|M«ion,  that  Ae  dhAfh  w^  neceCarv  to  ob?tM«  atif  apprtliMi 
iioii  of  p»tkditv  on  the  fuljoA  ^  every  additwnai  doty.-^ 
Tliere  was  acvolbtfr  Avong  o^ftAion  r  it  wai  calcubtcd  bjp  Am 
CSommittee  of  pRiatfet,  that  from  thirly-6ve  to  forty  jwsut 
hence,  thtre  wevikl  be  no-  tax€f  iibove  what  wouM  Ik  reqvRMJ 
ir  |h^  annaa)  fcsrvice  of  the  natipn  ;  and  if  the  Sinking  Fiui4 
wo«M  have  f(«at  gooAofibA,  wlieve  was  i^e  juftite  of  ottkiiigr 
the  land-tax  perpetial^    Tuatought^  t»  be  uken  off  in  pte- 
fevence  to  any  othcFS,  as  Tobewco,  S^Vka^  &c.   The  ftixMgeft 
oh^eAkxi,  howrittf,  w4ich  he  had  was,  on  the  conftttntioikii 
gratond  of  the  lofe  <^th«t  cheok  which  Rirliamecii  prefirrvcA^ 
8D  annual  vote ;  and  having  (aid  this,  he  v^6uld  not  add  a  wwtvl 
iBore. 

The  Cban€iUor9f$b^  Ex^qi$m»  evphined. 

Mr.  WitkerfvTM'^  afguod  at  feme  length  agatnft  the  chvfe, 
and  ftewed  that  it  was  highly  iriifoKtic,  whi&  no  pvaAica)  in- 
ftrence  witl|  itfpeA  to  any  elfen^ial  benefit  could  be  diawn- 
fiom  its  rncorporation  with  the  Mil. 

Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  /f^ilterferce  explained. 

Mr.  BurJon  pnoiefied  himfelf  friendly  t5  the  daufe. 

Mr.  Rydir  fpoke  agatttft  tr.  " '     ' 

Mr»  Buxton  and  Mr.  Ryikr  explained.  * 

Sir.  G.  P.  Turner  fitpportdO^  die  cfen;fe. 

j/yes        -  -  -  -  -        6j 

jViTf  -        -       ^  .         126 

Afhjorhy     -     •     -     63 
The  Cbaneetlqr  of  the  Bffchifuer  moved  that  the  report  1^ 
taken  into  iiiflher  confideration'  the  next  day,  to  which  an 
amendment  was  moved  by  Lord  ShefReld,  lo  infert  tbe  wordt 
•*  this  day  three  months,"  infteadof  *«  the  next  day/* 
The  Hbufe  having  divided  on  the  amendment, 
yfyes  •  -  49 

Noef  -  -         -  132 

The  report  was  consequently  ordered  to  be  lafcen  into  fuF- 
tker  coniideration  the  next  day. 
Adjourned  at  i-welve  o'clock. 


i^izjff^vi  upon  Mr.  Buxton^ s  Claufe  for  r^ifing  no  new  Lemd 
Tax  widiout  taxing  ail  otl^er  property  as  far  as  that  can  be 
afcertained. 

ABfoa>  TboiBM  LkchficH. 

BkOccr^W.  Herti. 

diJ.P.  bevoB. 
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J«nef,J.J. 

DenWfch. 

Keck,  G.  A.  L, 

Leiotftcrflnse. 

Ktmfs— * 

JLem. 

ILing,  Sir  S.  D. 

^-              Wy€om1)e^                  / 

LaiQbtOQy  R. 

Durban. 

LangftoiijJ. 

Minehead. 

Lanston,  J.  G. 

SofDerKtuUfc 

I^moQ,  Sir  W. 

ComwalU 

Lloyd,  F. 

Montgomeryibire. 

Ly^Mi,  — - 

Worccfterlhire. 

Martin,  J. 

Tewkeibttry. 

Miklmay,SirH. 

Weftbury. 

MilfordtLordl 

Peii|bn>kcihire« 

Milncr^SirW. 

Yorit. 

Nichollt,  J. 

Tregooy. 

Pierrepo:nr,  E. 

Keotci. 

Kuiper,W, 

Htr^. 

Porter,  Colonel 

Stockbridge. 

Porte  hefter,  I^ord 

.      Cricklade. 

PowelyJ.  Kyn»fton 

Salop. 

Raflilclih,  P, 

Power. 

m 


SiitutittOf 
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HKhuittcJ. 

Newport^  CorawalU 

Ridle;,SirM.Mr. 

£VC%Clftlk 

Sbeffieldy  laord 

Briftol. 

Sheridao»R.B* 

Stanird. 

SincUir,  Sir  J. 

PMmaeM. 

SmoUet,  Colonel 

8lurt|  C» 

Bridport. 

TunoOy  boo*  H* 

Rocheftcr. 

Thirflfec.       • 

Vughan,  Sir  R. 

Vyner,  Robert 

LiocolnihirCa 

Vatpole,  hon.  O. 

Derby. 

WcAem,  C  C. 

Maiden. 

WUkbi^W. 

Radnorfliire» 

WilfeOyR. 

Bamftaple. 

WMd^CoIooel 

Newark. 

TlL&ltl. 

BmtoOf  R* 

Bed  win. 

Fultcoey,SlrW. 

Shrewibttry. 

(CCMS 


Second  jPfvi/ion  for  putting  off  the  confideration  of  the  report  of 
the  BiU  for  the  fale  of  Sic  Land  Tax  for  three  mooihs : 


Attfon,  T. 
Baftird,J.P. 
Blackbnme^  J^ 
BiddttlphyR. 
Brogden,  J. 
BttrdeC»  Sir  P. 
Goke,T.W. 
Combe,  H.C. 
CoihoMnW. 
DcnnifoniJ. 
Fletcher,  Sir  K. 
Geary,  Sir  W, 
Hnflisy,  W« 
Hobhoofe^B. 
Hill,  hon.  W. 
Jonei,  J.  T. 
JolliftiW. 
JerToile,J.a 
Kinf,SirJ.D. 
lioyd^F. 

n^SirW. 


Licchfield. 

Devon. 

Lancalhire. 

Hereforddiltei 

Launcefton. 

Boroughbrtdge, 

Norfolk. 

London. 

Bedford. 

Wooton  Baflet. 

Camberland* 

Kent. 

Saruni. 

Bletcbingly« 

Shrewfl>ury« 

Denbeigh. 

Petertficld. 

Yarmouth,  Hantt. 

Wycombe. 

Montgomerydiire. 

Corqwall. 
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Umbton,  R. 

Durfaam. 

Langfton,  J. 

Mioehead. 

Marcin,  J. 

Tcwkeflittry. 

Milner,SirW. 

York. 

Kichols,J. 

Tregooy. 

t'lcrrepoiotyhoii.E. 

Nottinghamfliire. 

Plainer  W. 

Hem. 

Palk.SirL. 

Devon. 

Pttlteney,  Sir  W, 

Shrewibury. 

Poiter  G. 

Stockbridge. 

Ruflel,  Loni  W. 

Surry. 

KymftooPowtl,]; 

Salop. 

RttiTeULordJ. 

TaTiftock. 

Ralhlctgh»  P. 

Fowey. 

Ridley,  Sir  Bl» 

NewcaiUo. 

Robfon,R.B. 

Richardfon.  J. 

Newport,  ComwalL 

SturtyC 

Bridport. 

Sinclair,  Sir  J. 

Fetertfield: 

Shendao,R.B. 

Stafford. 

Tuftoci,  bom  H. 

Rochefter. 

Vyncf,fe. 

Lincolnfliire. 

Vaughao,  Sir  R. 

Merionechfliire. 

Wilkini,  W, 

Radoor&ire. 

Wigky,E. 

Worcefter. 

Wilfan,R> 

Bamft?ple« 

Weftera,L.U 

Maiden. 

WaJfok,  boo.  6. 

Derby. 

TrLLltt. 

Tiefncya  George 

Sottthwark. 

.    Shcffiei4>Lord    ' 

BriftoL 

54i 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday,  Mayi^. 

Proceeded  through  the  remainder  of  the  amendments  in 
the  Land  Tax  Bill. 

Lord  ShiffieU  faid  the  amendments  were  very  humerous ; 
and  there  never  had  been  any  opportunity  for  the  Houfe  to- 
underftand  them ;  and  therefore  he  thought  the  bill  ought  to 
be  recommitted. 

The  ChancillQr  9f  the  Exchequer  faid  there  was  nothinff  to 
prevent  the  Noble  Lofdi  as  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  from 

Vol.  II.  1798.  4  A  difcuf&ng 
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dircu/Ting  every  one  of  the  amendments.  Many  Gentlemen 
Complained  it  was  not  p'oflible  to  underftand  this  Bill  ;  but 
that  complaint  was  not  founded  on  a  good  perufal  of  its  coa- 
tents. 

Lord  Sheffield  then  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re-commit- 
ted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the- Exchequer  faid  it  would  be  coiDpefent 
to  the  Noble  Lord,  or  any  other  member  to  make  that  mo- 
tion on  the  third  reading,  but  if  it  were  to  be  committed 
now,  with  all  the  amendments,  before  the  whole  was  in- 
grofled,  it  muft  neceffarily  be  unintelligible. 

Lord  Sheffield  fa  id,  that  his  motion  might  be  deferred  to 
the  time  of  the  third  reading,  and  therefore  withdrew  it  for 
the  prefent. 

The  Bill  with  the  amendments,  was  then  ordered  to  be 
ingfofled,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday  next,  if  then 
ingroflfed. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MoNDAYj.J/esry  21. 

^prwarded  the  Bills  on  ihc  Table, '  in  their  refpcakc 
ftages.  The  HouGs  was  then  ordered  to  be  fummoned  for 
the  next  day  on  the  Report  of  the  Militia  Officers  BilL 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  May  21. 
A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
Lordfiiips  had  agreed  to  the  National  Debt  Redudion  Bill, 
and  to  feveral  private  bills. 

The  Lord  Mayor  brought  lyj  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Bakers  Bill,  which  was  oidered  to  be  engrofled.. 

FEES  IN  COURTS  OF  LAW. 

Mr.  jibbott  brought,  up  a  Report  from  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee of  Finance,  dating  that  the  Committee  had  proceeded 
to  examine  into  the  fees  and  falaries  which  were  taken  in 
the  different  Courts  of  Weft minfter  Hall ;  that-  the  CurO- 
torsiof  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  under  their  common  feal 
cxpreffed  an  opinion  that  tl.e  committee  was  not  authorized 
to  enquire  into  this  matter  ;  that  one  of  the  Affiftant  Cutfi- 
tors^  had,  howevori  attended  and  expreflfed  his  readinels  to 

give 
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give  in  any  account  which  the  Committee  might  call  for  on 
ihis  fubjeft,  as  far  as  it  regarded  himfelf;  that  the  three 
Prothonotaries  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  had  alfo  jic- 
clined  making  any  return  of  their  fees  and  falaries  to  the 
committee.  The  Seleft  Committee  were  therefore  anxious 
to  receive  direflions  from  the  Houfe  how  to  proceed  restive 
to  the  circumftances  related  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Abbott  faid,  that  as  chairman  of  tl^e  fcle^  oommittce, 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  tp 
thd  report  juQ  laid  before  them,  as  containing  matter  of  a 
very  grave  and  ferious  nature.  It  was  not,  however,  his  in- 
tention to  prcfs  any  difcufllon  on  it  that  day;  but,  on  the 
next,  in  compliance  with  the  direflions  of  the  Committee, 
he  wQfiild  move  for  taking  the  report  into  confideration.     • 

The  Report  was  then  ordered  10  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion the  npxt  day. 

EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  re- 
rpefling  the  new  tax  on  Imports  and  Exports,  was  brought 
up  ;  and  the  various  refolutions  being  read  ;  "^^ 

Sir  Francis  Baring  rofe,  and  renewed  hisobjeftions  againft 
the  policy  of  the  Bill,  and  exprefled  his  fincere  wifli  that  the 
commerce  of  the  coumry  might  be  permitted  to  remain  oii 
its  old  foundation,  to  which  its  profpcrity  Was  in  a  great 
mcafure  to  be  afcribed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excl;>equer  could  not  help  exprefling 
his  farprife  at  the  nature  of  the  objections  urged  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  agsfinft  the  prefent  meafure;  and  he  was  the  \ 
more  furprifed  at  them  when  he  heard  them  perfifted  in  by 
that  hon.  gentleman,ofthe  extent  of  whofecommercialknow- 
kdge  and  experience  he  entertained  the  higheft  idea.  The 
opinion,  however,  to  which  he  then  adhered,  was  contrary  id 
thit  of  the  great  body  of  merchants  who  had  been  confulted  re- 
fpcdling  the  propriety  of  the  meafure.  Some  diflferencp  of  opi- 
nion had  indeed  prevailed  with  regard  to  the  fcale  of  difFcrenf 
duties  ;  hut  on  the  main  point  of  the  trade  not  being  permitted 
to  fail  without  convoy,  all  uniformly  conpprfed  that  the  mea- 
fure now  about  to  be  adopted,  was  the  moft  falutary  regulation 
tiiat  could  be  provided.  The  extent  of  our  trade,  which  w«is 
even  encreafed  by  the  nal"ureof  the  conteft  we  are  engaged  in, 
ttie  neeeffity  of  a  confcqueul  encreafed  ,prote6lioni  and  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  expence  attending  that  encreafed  fecurity, 
were  powerful  arguments  infavour  of  its  adoption  ;  while  there 
rvas  iTiorcovcr  cyery  reafon  to  believe  that  great  part  of  the  hur- 
.4A  ?  then 
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then  it  nsayoccafion  may  fall,  not  on  the  mecchanti  not  on  the 
cnfurer,  not  on  the  manufadurer,  bat  on  the  foreign  con- 
fumer,  which  the  Houle  and  country  mutl  feel  to  be  a  fail 
fubjefi  of  pride  and  exultation. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Bafiard^  the  refolutidns  were 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brou^t  in  pur(iuint  to  the 
fame. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Lajhingion^  the  leoond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  port.of  LfOndoa, 
Was  deferred  till  Friday  next. 

The  Committee  on  the  armorial  bearings  bill  was  potion* 
ed  till  the  next  day. 
^      The  report  of  the  refolutions  Tefpedling  the  importation  o( 
fpices  was  brought  up,  and  a  bill  ordered  purfuant  to  the  re(b» 
lutions. 

The  Gommittce  on  the  mifdemeanor  cofti  bill  was  deferred 
till  Wednefday — alfo  the  Committee  on  the  Ifle  of  Man  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhington  then  moved,  that  the  report  on 
the  (hip  owners  relief  bill  be  now  uken  into  further  cpnfider* 
ation. 

Sir  Vf^illiam  Dolbsn  thought  that  the  flave  carrying  bill 
ibould  have  theprefe^nce.  It  was  a  bill  of  great  impoitanoe,  its 
.  confideration  had  been  deferred  feveral  times ;  and  counfel  were 
now  attending  to  fpeak  on  it.  The  feffion  was. moreover 
drawing  to  a  clofe,  and  the  bill  was  likely  to  be  much  difcuflT* 
ed  in  another  tioufe.  He  could  not  therefore  confent  to  its 
being  further  delayed. 

iAr,  Alderman  Lu/iington  declared  that  he  could  fafcly  (ar» 
that  the  bill  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to,  nas 
of  equal,  if  not  of  much  greater  importance,  and  embraced  a 
much  wider  circle  of  intereRs.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Wilberfbrce  for  giving  the  preference  to  the  Slave  carrying  bill, 
^e  Houfe  divided, 

jfyeSf  (for  now  difcufling  the  fliip  owners  bill)  41 

Nees^        - '  .  -  -     .  23  ' 

The  HouTe  then  entered  into  the  confideration  of  the  for-  | 
tner  bill,  when  a  converfation  arofe  on  the  refponfibiUty  claufe,  j 
it  was  oppofed  by  the  Mnjier  0/  the  Rolls^  Mr.  Percivat^  Mr. 
Bragff,  and  Mr.  Brown ;  and  fupportcd  by  Mr.  Aldarm&n 
J^fitngtQn\t  Lord  Hawkejbury^  and  Mr.  JoddrcL 
'  Mr.  Ryder^  in  order  to  accommodate  i>oth  parties,  moved  an 
amendment,  that  the  claufe  was  noi  to  have  any  retrofpc£tive 
tStGii  upon  which  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes  -      *  -  -  24 

Noes  -  -  -  29  ' 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  claufe  itfclf,  which  wr.j 
siega'tived.  Several  other  divifions  took  place  on  the  otlitr 
claufes. 


I 


Hat  ti.]     WOpDFALL*S  >A]tUAM£NTARY  RIPORTS^  |^ 

Petitions  were  prefented  on  behalf  of  the  Merchants  of 
|x>ndon»  Briftol  and  Liverpool ;  as  aifq  on  behalf  of  th^ 
^eftlndia  planters  againft  fome  clanfes  for  regulating  the 
height  bet Y^'een  decks  of  vcflels  to  be' employed  in  the  Africaa 
Slave  Trade*  Referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Commit* 
fee,  with  other  Petitions  on  the  bill. 

Counfel  were  then  ciilled  in  to  fupport  the  allegaticms  of 
the  petitions  againft  the  new  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LifLQ  having  proceeded  fo^:'  a  few  minutes  at  the  bar 
for  the  petitioners. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  defired  that  counfel  (bould  withdraw* 
Which  being  complied  with,  he  obferved,  that  the  purpole 
of  calling  counfel  was  to  make  an  impreflion  upon  a  fuQ 
|K>t  a  ihin^  Houfe,  in  this  important  bufinefs ;  he  therefore 
defired  the  Houfe  might  be  counted.;  which  being  done, 
there  appearing  in  the  Houfe  only  thirty-two  Membersy  an 
adjournment  took  place  of  courfe. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESPAY,  May  22. 

A  great  number  of  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Cora<< 
xnons. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  reQ)eAivc 
ftages. 

The  Reports  of  the  Militia  Officers  Bill  was  podponed  till 
the  next  day. , 

The  fecond  reading  of  Parker's  divorce  Bill  was  deferred 
fill  Thurfday  week.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  22. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encouragement  of  the  Soutfaem 
Whale  Filhery,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of  Tanning  Leather,  was 
ordered  10  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday,  if  then  engrofTed. 

The  bill  for  impofing  a  duty  on  Armorial  Bearings,  paflfed 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Report  was  order* 
ed  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

RhPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  taking  into  confideration  the  Report  of  the  Selcd  Com- 
Inittee  of  Finance. 
^'  The 
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The  fcveral  reports  of  that  ComRiittee,  as  well  as  the  tc^ 
'  appointment  of  it,  and  alfo  the^  inftrudions  given  by  tht 
Houfe,  that  they  have  power  to  enquire  into  certain  fces^  &c, 
of  officers  belonging  to  courts  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  were 
read ;  and  alfo  the  anfwers  of  the  Curd  tors  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  Prothonotaries  of  Court  of  Common 
Pleas«  'I  he  former  of  thefe  Gentlemen  ftate,  th^t  their  fees 
are  uncertain,  depending  on  their  bufmefs  lik,e  that  of  a  coun* 
fcl,  but  having  no  reference  to  the  public  revenue,  they  in- 
fifted  that  the  Committee  was  not  authprized  to  require  of 
them  a  lift  of  their  fees  and  emolutnents.  The  latter  fay, 
tiiat  their  ofSce  of  Proihonotary  is  a  freehold  office  ;  that 
ti»ey  have,  no  falary  or  any  emolument  whatever,  payable  out 
of  the  public  revemie,  nor  are  any  of  their  receipts  conneded 
in  any  way  whatever  with  the  public ;  and  they  humbly  coo- 
oeive  they  are  not  bound  to  give  an  account  of  fuch  fees, 
&c.  as  required  by  the  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  took  a  view  of  the  fub- 

S*  St;  in  the  courfe  of  ^hich  he  observed,  that  the  controul  of  the 
oufe  extended  as  much  over  the  examination  into  the  emolu- 
ments of  individuals' who  held  public  offices,  as  it  did  over  any 
branch  of  tlic  public  revenue,  which  defrayed  the  whQ!c  of  Oar 
public  expenditure.     He  maintained  alfo  that  the  Committee 
was  authorized  by  the  Houfe  to  make  the  enquiries  they  pro- 
,  pofed  to  make  of  the  Curfirors  and  the  Prothonotaries  who  had 
hitherto  declined  anfwering.     It  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  ohjcSt 
to  inveftigate  all  thefe  fees  and  emoluments  with  a  view  to  fui- 
ture  regulations  in  them,  but  not  to  make  any  diminution  in 
the  incomes  of  thefe  gentlemen  without  the  eftabliihment  qf 
a  Fee  Fund,  out  of  which  they  ibould  be  indemnified  for  any 
lofs  they  might  fuftain.     He  was  fo  far  from  wifliing  to  di- 
minifti  the  falaries  of  fome  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  law» 
that  he  had  an  intention  of  moving  at  a  future  day  an  augmen- 
tation to  the  falaries  of  fome  of  the  Judges,  as  being  under  all   ' 
the  cir^ijfmftanccs  of  the  prcfent  time  ncceflary  to  hjpport  the 
outw^r^'fliew  of  Minifters  of  Jufticc  ;  but  ftill  that  was  no  rea- 
fon  why  an  enquiry  (hould  not  he  made  into  offices,  fees,  an4 
emoluments,  becaufe  it  was  pofTible  that  fome  regulation  might 
be  formed   that  would  render  the  adminiftration  of  Juftice 
cheaper  in  fome  refpedls  than  it  is  at  prefent.     He  difcjaimetj 
all  idea  of  any  thing  difrefpeftful  towards  any  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  Gentlemen  into  whofe  offices,  fees  and  emo- 
luments, enquiry  was  propofed  to  be  made.     He  concluded 
with  moving,  "-That  the  fa  id  Committee  was  authorifed  to 
require  from  the  Curfi^tors  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the 

Prclhonotaries 
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Prt)thonotaries  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  returns  to  the 
ordet  referred  to  in  faid  re^Jort." 

The  Ma/Icr  of  the  Ralls  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  this  motion^ 
nor  to  fay  any  thing- againft  the  Gentlemen  who  had  declined 
to  anfwer  the  Committee.  He  had  given  in  an  account  of  his 
fees  and  emoluments ;  it  was  for  the  Houfe  now  to  determine 
to  what  extent  they  gave  authority  to  the  Committee,  what- 
ever the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  was,  all  parties  mpft  fubmit 
lo  it.  • 

Mr.  ^gi^  thought  the  Gentleman  who  had  refufedto  aiK- 
fwcr  the  Uommitice,  did  rightly ;  he  ihould  have  done  the 
lame  thing  were  he  in  that  fituaiion ;  and  as- to  this  motion,  if 
it  came  to  a  vote  he  should  vote  againft  it. 

Mr.  SinUon  complimented  the  Gentleman  whofe  conduS 
gave  birth  to  the  motion  ;  as  h^  did  alfo  the  Members  of  whoiw 
the  Committee  was  compofed.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  this  meafure  ;  Ht  did  not  think  that  the 
Houfe  had  conftitutionally  the  power  to  infift  on  the  qucftiont 
which  the  Committee  had  put  to  thefe  Gentlemen.  It  feemed 
to  him  to  be  as-irregular  to  put  thefe  queftions  to  Geniletxjcn, 
as  if  the  Houfe  were  to  order  that  tliey  fhould  tell  what  was. 
the  rent-roll  of  their  eftatcs,  or  how  much  money,  they  had  ia 
the  founds. 

Mr.  Burton  believed  the  Gentlemen  had  a6led  according  to 
their  beft  judgment,  encouraged  by  the  example  and  the  opi- 
nions of  otheis.  But  his  opinion  wds,  that  the  Committee, 
were  empowered  to  inftitute  the  enquiry.  He  confidered  the 
curfitors  as  public  officers,  becaufe  they  received  certain  fines 
on  writs  due  to  the  K5ng,  which  wasf  one  part  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Crown.  Thefe  they  receive,  and  pay  part  to  one 
great  law  officer  and  part  to  another.  The  Prothonotaries, 
again,  were  public  officers  of  the  law;  and  fo  much  did  he 
confider  them  bound. to  anfwer  the  queftions  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  to  the  enquiry  made  of  his  colleague,  who  pre- 
fides  in  the  Court  of  Chefter,  and  himfelf.  he  had  made  the 
beft  return  in  his  power.  They  were  the  fuitoirs  in  the 
courts  of  law  who  paid  the  fees,  and  a  great  portion  of  thefe 
fees  are  paid  to  pcrfons  holding  fmecures,  while  the  duty  is 
performed  by  deputies.  For  thefe  reafons  he  thought  the 
enquiry  a  fit  mauer  of  legiflativc  cdnfideraiion. 

Mr,  Simeon  cMlained.  .  ^ 

Mr.  yJiiot  <iblcrved,  that  it  would  have  been  utterly  im* 
poffible  to  fatisfy  the  inftiuflions  of  the  Houfe  without  alk- 
ing  the  queftions  which  the  Committee  bad  piit  to  thofe  law  ^ 
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lyfficers;  and  all  the  report  could  have  propofed  was^  tile 
Houfe  fhould  fuj^port  its  dignity ,  and  pafs  its  judgment  ac* 
cordingly. 

The  Speahr  faid,  that  the  opinion  t)f  the  Houfe  being  now 
underftoody  it  could  not  byt  be  efteSual.  It  wouldi  however^ 
not  be  proper  to  drop  the  proceedings  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  ;  but  to  order  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
af  Finance  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  a  future 
day.  On  motion,  ordered  that  the  faid  Report  be  taken  into 
further  confideration  the  next  day  fe*nnight. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  prefented  a  petition  from  Glafgow,  pray« 
ing  that  a  iyftem  of  taxation  ^pon  all  property  may  be 
adopted,  &c.     Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rofi  brought  up  the  bill  to  prevent  (hips  failing  with^i* 
out  convoy.  Read  a  (irft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  (e-» 
cond  time  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  repealing  the  duty  impofed  on  Licences  of 
Stipendiary  Curates  paflTed  a  Committee,  and  the  Report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  further  Confideration  of  the  Slave-carrying  bill  waa 
deferred  to  Friday ;  as  was  alfo  the  third  reading  of  the  Ship 
Owners  bill. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  trading  in  Slaves  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  within  certain  limits,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
op  Thurfday.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,   May  23. 

Arthur  O^Connor,  at  Maidftoni* 

As  the  Houfe  "was  proceeding  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day, 
Lord  Holland  rofe,  and  begged  he  might  be  permitted  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  Lord(bips  to  certain  ctrcumftances  of  » 
nature  fo  inhuman  and  atrocious,  that  he  felt  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  notice  them;  and  likewife  to  bring  them  under  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe,  tha^  his  Majefly's  Minifters  might 
be  afibrded  an  opportunity  of  contradi<5ling  them,  {houid  they 
know  the  report  of  them  to  be  unfounded  :  (hould  they,  on  the 
other  hand,  prove  to  be  true,  he  muft  take  the  earlieft  occafion 
to  exprefs  the  horror  and  difguft  which  he  naturally  felt  at 
fuch  proceedings.  At  ^H  events,  they  would  make  the  public 
fenfible  to  what  kind  of  hands  fuch  power  was  entrufted  ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  could  give  them  a  maturer  confideratioDj  it  was 
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his  inlrtition  lo  iyring  the  fubjeft  forward,  and  |o  fttbi»iri|»-iti 
fome  Oiape  or  other,  to  their  Lordihipe  confidenitioa.  The 
circiiunftances  to  which  he  had  beenpoiiuing,  were  tbefct- 
lowiogt  He  i^ad  been  tofonned,  that  immediately  ^poo  tl)e 
hoBoanible  acqiiit(al  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connpr,  (fome  nofafe 
Lord  near  Lord  HoJlai^d  feem^d  to  hint  a  doubt  refpeding  the 
epithet  hotuurabU)  but  Lord  Holland  la^di  that  be-was  nQt  ^ 
be  deterred  by  the  ohfervations  of  any  noble  Lord  from  perfift* 
tng  \ti  what  he  conceived  to  be.hjs  duty.  If  he  was  intguLirf 
he  wai  liable  to  be  caUod  to  Orders  and  would  accordingly  fob- 
mit.  But  he  would  again  t>epeat>  that  im^nediately  after  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor'^  honourable  aa)uittal«  he  was.arreft^d  byba 
number  of  BQW<4ltieet  officers  in  tlieCourt  of  Juftice«  and  that 
the  (proceeding  was  underdood  to  be  authol-ifed  by  a  warranfy 
iigoed  by  one  dfhis  Majefty 's  principal  Secretaries  of  Statci^dtiKli 
the  aad  of  March  ultimo.  This  proceeding  appeattd  to  him 
very  extraordinary  and  irregular  ;  for  Mr.  O^Connor  ^as  ^ 
cofsody  at  the  time  at  which  the  warrant  wa^  dajtedi  ^nd.wete 
he  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  fiatement»  be  woWdi  hUTC 
«  marked  the  proceeding  with  epithets  of  a  far  different  ^pm- 
plexion ;  he  would  halre  ftyled  it  not  merely  abfurd^  but  ma« 
iigaant. 

Here  hit  Lordihip  referred  to  the  late  Bill  for  fufpendingdie 
Habeas  Corpus  A£l ;  the  lad  claufe  of  which  adverting  t6  per- 
fians  in  cuftody  for  High  Treafon,  declared  that  no3itng  ki 
that  K&  fliould  exiend  to  fuch  perfons;  but  that  their  triads 
ihoaid  be  proceeded  on  as  if  that  bill  had  never  pafied.  This 
daafe  mig^t,  indeed,  be  ftyled  candid  and  moderatb,  if  epith'dts 
of  h  mild  a  nature  might  properly  be  beftowed  on  an^  a^  thlit 
had  been  pafied  with  fuch  precipitancy  and  intemperance. 

Lmrd  Sydney  called  to  order,  and  infiftfed  that  nothing  could 
he  soMt  irregular  than  the  obfervations  juft  made  by  the  noble 
Lord.  If  A£ls  of  Parliament  were  permitted  by  the  Houfe  to 
be  ftienatized  in  fuch  language,  if  ads,  folcmnly  pafled  1^ 
that  noofe,  were  to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  conftmt^ 
tion  of  the  noUe  Lord's  political  friends,  he  could  fee  nothing 
that  oould  be  hazarded  with  more  irregularity.  In  other  times, 
fuch  obfiefvations  might,  peiiiaps,  be  permitted  tc  pafs  by  tin- 
noticed  and  unreproved ;  but  in  times  of  an  afpedl  like  the  prt« 
fcnt,  they  ought  to  be  branded  with  the  moft  marked  reproba* 
tioo.  He  muft  therefore  advife  the  noble  Lord,  not  to  attempt 
treating  in  fuch  an  indecorous  manner^  a^  that  bad  received 
the  folemn  aflent  of  the  Legiflature. 

Lord  Hotlakd  ohferved,  that  if  the  noble  Vifcount  had  duly 
attended  to  the  obfervations  he  had  advanced,  he  und;>ubteiiy  ' 
would  have  fpoken  of  them  iti  very  different  language.    He 
Vol.  II  1798.  4B  had 
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bad  HreStxaino  attack  againft  the  ad:  itfelf ;  bis  antmadverfiom 
attached  folely  to^e  manner  in  which  the  ad  had  been  pafibd« 
Lord  Holland  then  returned  to  the  fubjed  of  Mr.  O^Comsor's 
•fetond  aneft,  and  a0erted,  that  if  there  was  figned  agiinft  him 
t  Wftrraot  on  the  22d  March  ultimo,  and  tha^t  if  fuch  a  jno- 
ceeding  as  that  he  had  defcribed  had  taken  place,  Mr.  OK>xi« 
nor  would  be  precifely  in  the  fame  (kuation  as  if  the  claufe,  to 
which  he  alluded,  had  never  been  pafied.  It  was  therefere, 
•that  the  reafon  for  not  ferving  the  warrant  on  the  22d  of  March 
was,  that  another  procefs  might  be  inftituted.  With  refpeA  to 

•  the  call  of  oider ;  he  confefled  that  he  was  fomewhat  cfifer* 
dtrljf    in   as  much  as  he  dilated  on  a  fubjed  upon  which 

:  there  was  no  motion  before  the  Houfe ;  but  this  was  a  pradioe 
not  very  unfrequ^nt.  He  had  now  merely  to  add,  that  if  he  was 
^Mrrsfib  in  the  ftatement  he  had  made  to  their  Lordfbips,  it 
tKiold  fellow  that  the  country  muft  feel  to  what  defcr^rtion  of 
^rfbns  fuch  power  had  been  entrufVed,  the  manner  in  which 
k  was  exercifed,  and  how  little  fecurity  there  rertiamed  fx 
the  perfons  or  property  of  his  Majefty 's  fubjeds,  as  \aag  as  the 
'  prefent  fervants  of  die  Cfrown  were  in  the  enjoyment  ofpovter. 
The  Lord  ChamtUw  accorded,  with  the  noble  Yifcount 
(Sydney)  in  pronouncing  the  ohfervations  that  had  (alien  from 
me. noble  Lord,  to  be  irregular;  they  were  evidently  inoom- 
pattble  with  the  eftablifhed  order  of  the  Hoofc,  and  «iot  lefs 

•  contrary  to  order,  becaufe  they  were  advanced  with  wrarmth 
and  precipitancy.  In  refpe£tful  regard,  however,  to  the  noble 
Lord,  who  was  but  a  young  member,  he  ^vould  wifli  Jkim  to 
make  further  and  more  fatisfa^ory  enquiries  on  the  fnbjcS, 

■  before  he  attempted  rather  ralhl^  to  bring  forward  fndi  a 
charge  againft  any  part  of  his  Majefty's  Adminiftration,  cfpe- 
cialiy  when  it  would  prove  fo  groundlefs  as  the  prefent  would 
be  found  to  be.  He  alfo  wiflied«  that  the  noble  Lord  had  al- 
lowed himfelf  one  day's  cool  refl^dton  to  paufe  upon  tbe  ai«- 
ter,  in  order  to  obtain  fomevvhat  of  accurate  obfcrvation  on  tbe 
nature  of  the  fa£b.  He' would  then  have  found^  that  fb  far 
from  any  animadverfion  being  ju ft ifiable  on  the  conduAof  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  it  muft  be  generally  admitted,  chat 

'  acknowledging  the  faA  to  be  as  the  noble  Lord  had  ftated,  no 
blame  whatever  could  fall  cm  the  condu£t  of  Minifters*.     The 

-warrant  againft  Mr.  O^Connor,  for  High  Treafeo,  was«datcd 
the  22d  of  March,  and  the  fame  Gentlembn  had  bem  ac- 
quitted of  another  charge  of  High  Treafon,  brought  a^gainft 
him  in  the  coonty  of  Kent.  This  proceedure  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  fufpienfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  h&\  for  the  ac- 
quittal from  a  charge  that  had  been  committed  in  the  county  cf 
Kenl^  (fid  not  imply  that  the  above-mentioned  Gentieiuan  was 
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not  goiky  of  ofienoes  coniinicted  dfewliere*  k  would,  iodecd^ 
aqppear  like  fooiethingof  want  of  candour  andhilmanitT,  bad  it 
been  originally  ftated  that  other  charges  dill  remained  sigainft 
him.  lf|  dierefore,  the  noble  Lord  bad  any  accufation  to  urge 
againft  his  Maiefty's  Minifters^  it  could  have  no  other  ground 
than  that  Minifters  had  abftained  from  making  any  additbn  to 
the  charges  that  already  ftood  againft  the  defendant.  He 
would  not  now  dweli^any  longer  on  the  fuUefk,  but  wbik  be 
obferved,  that  the  attempts  to  releafe  Mr.  Q^Connor  before  he 
was  formally  difcharged,  conftituted  a  very  illegal  and  puni^« 
able  ad. 

Lord  BulieUf  (aid,  that  Government  would  a&  in  a  very 
feeble  and  pufillanimous  manner,  unlefs  tliey  did  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  liring  Mr.  O^Connor  to  juftice.  Mr. 
O'Connor  was,  in  bis  opinion^  a  mod  dangerous  man,  and  the 
difaffeded  in  Ireland  looked  up  with  fanguine  hopes  to  bis  ac- 
quittal as  a  new  encouragement  to  tlietr  defigns.  The  nohl^ 
iLord  was  then  proceeding  to  ftate  fome  circumftances  relative 
to  a  Mr.  Banks,  all  Irifli  Gentleman^  who  had  taken  his  fa«» 
luily  to  Wales  for  fafety,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 

.  Lord  Chancellor,  who  obferveJ,  that  every  difcuflton  of  this 
nature  (hould  be  fufjlended,  as  Mr.  O^Connor  was  to  be  tried 
upon  anbther  charge. 

Lord  Bulkelev  apologized  and  faid,  that  he  was  de^rous 
to  ftatt  a  circumftance  which  he  thought  was  nearly  connedbd 
with  die  prefent  fubjed. 

Lord  GrenvilU  put  an  end  to  the  debate  by  moving  the 
order  of  the  day,  **  That  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelfinto 
a  Committee  on  the  Treating  A^«    His  Lord{bip  entered 

.  at  fome  length  into  a  condd^ration  of  the  bill,  to  prove 
to  the  Houfe,  that  it  ought  not  to  receive  their  faaAion, 

.  as  its  preamble  contained  an  aflertion  not  founded  in  £i£ty 
and  the  ena6^ing  daufcs  tended  to  convert  Committees  of 

'  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into  a  court  of  criminal  jurifdic* 

.tion,  a  mattef  neither  confonant  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 
nOr  recbgnized  by  the  conditution.  The  bill  fet  out  in  its 
pteambie  With  datiQg  that  *^  doubts  had  arifen  as  to  the  vl&  of 
King 'William,  etttitled  *  An  h&  for  preventing  chaise  and 
expence  iii  £ledion$  oC  Members  of  Parliament' ;  .in  reipefl  to 
the  incapacity,  tlicreih  enafiedv  of  any  pcrfon  or  perfons  of- 
fending agaitid  thi^  pfovifions  thereof  to  (erve  again  in  Parlia- 
'meni  for  the  place  for  wNch  he  or  they  had  been  returned  by 
iuch  illegal  praAices."  His  Lorddiip  faid,  he  had  read  the 
'/lOl  of  King  William  again  and  again,  with  the  utmod  caif o 
and  attention^  and  he  could  not  find  one  word  in  it,  which 
warranted  the  afferiion  that  he  h:|d  juft  read  ^rota, the  pceam'^ 
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«-bicor  the  prelept'UH.  Having  made  this  obfervatioii,  his 
'  IJordihip  reftrred  to'  the  two  recent  deciiions  of  Comnlitlecs 
-  of  tire  Houfe  of  Coninions  on-  the  Sobthwark  ElcAion,'  and 
ripoke  of  the  Members  of  thoib  Commitides,  a|id  their  poodoft . 
^  trith  great  refpc©  and  deltcacy,  bat  intrmated  his  ot»n  opinkm 
"-  ijpon  the  fiib)^,  ftating  the  ground?  on  which  he  reAed  it— 
'  He  argued  againB  the  conflitutihg  aCommittee  of  the  Hoofe 
-of  Commons  a  court  of  crimioal  juriNiftioni  and  ihewed  hj 

*  unanfwerable  reaibning  that  the  conftitutiony  thoush  it  Tefted 
•great  fxjwers*  and  ^xteiifivefiinftions  in  the  Houfe  of  Gdih* 

mons;  never  had  >"  v'>cw  the  cloathtng  the  Houfe  of  Comooions 
\ with  the  office  and  authority  of  a  court  of  criminal  jufiice. 
'.'He  had  occafion  to  refer  to  the  Aft,*  'whtdi  experience  had 

Qi^nifcftcd  to  be  of  fuch  ftriking  utility^  and  firbm  which  (o 
'  mahjrimDortant  advantages  had  been  derived,  and  fiiid  that  the 
^eat  and  wife'man,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  term  him  fo, 
^  who  was  the  author  t  of  it,  never  had  it,  in  hiscontemphtioQ 
•to  gq  the  length  of  the  prcfrnt  bill,  which  he  maintained,  fc- 
'  dated  that  to  be  law,  which  was  direftlj  at  variance  with  every 
"  eftabliihed  or  received  notion  of  law.    After  very  amply  dif- 

cuffing  the  whole  of , the  fubjeft,  his  Lordfliip  moved  that  the 
*'bill  be  committed  that  day  three  months.  -     - 

T^Yxt  t)uke  of  Norfolk  (aid,  though  he.  pretty  much  agreed 

with  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  in  moft  of  his  argumet^^  be 

*  dlflercd  from  him  in  regard  to  his  motion.  He  thouglit  it  was 
aftually  necelTary  that  the  law  (houM  be  declared  one  way  or 

'Other;  he  was  ahnoft  indifierent  which  way,  but  perhaps  he 
Ihould  be  rather  inclined  to  the  lenient  fide  of  the  qtieflioo, 

*iind  to  Hgree  that  the  perfon  or  perfons  proved  before  a  Com- 
inittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  have  oflended  againft  the 

*  Ad  of  King  William  ihould  not  be  incapacitated  to  be  re- 
\elefted  for  the  fame  place  during  the  continuance  of  a  Barlia- 
'inent.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  thing  difrefpeAful  againft 
"the  Members  of  the  two  Committees,  to  which  the' noble  Se« 

*  cretary  of  State  had  Veferrcd,  nor  againft  their  refpedivc  Re- 
ports, on  the  two  ele^ons ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  they 
had  afted  honourably  and  honeflly,  and  formed  a  decifion  foch 
as  their  coniciences  approved,  but  as  it  was  certain  that  farmer 
Committees  had  decided  di^erently,  he  thouglit  it  abfolately 
neceflfary  to  paTs  a  declaratory  law  oft  the  fubje^,  and  not  let  it 
remain  vague,  doubtful  and  undefined.  He,  therefore,  thoo^t 
the  bill  might  go  to  a  Committee,  w^iere  they  might  aher  or 
omit  (bme  of  the  enafting  clatrfes,  and  confine  the  bill  merely 
to  its  declaratory  objeft.        • 
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'  L9rJGHmnlk  (M  a  few  words  in  reply,  to  (hew  tluit  the 
'Ml  wt9  toe  nuhcally  enoncouft  to  admit  (rf  die  probability  of 
being  urcfuBy  cofreoed  in  a  Commitlae,  and  (on  the  rumf- 
tion  of  Lord  Walfihgham)  moved  that  the  bill  be  reje£le^n» 
flead  of  his  former  motion  offing  read  that  day  three  mondiSi 

The  Lorii  Chitnciikr  kft  the  wopifack,  merely  to  make  a 
fin^  obfienrstioB,  viz.  that  if  the  bill  were  rejeAedt  and  9 
mcSage  fent  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  that  efl^A,  it 
woukl  rather  make  »i  ungraciooi  appearauice  upon  a  poitit  {o 
peciiltariy  relative  K>  that  Houfe,  and  the  Commons  might 
fend  up  another,  and  perhaps  the  fame  fint  of  bill  again,  even 
in  that  very  advanced  period  of  the  Seifion,  whereas  the  ckitdi 
would  not  at  all  fuffer  by  a  little  delay*  and  in  the  next  SeAon 
it  might  be  again  taken  up,  coolly  and  difpaffionately,  and  a 
new  biU  more  properly  and  guardedly  framed  be  introduced. 
He  therefore  fuggefied  to  his  noble  Friend,  that  it  might  be 
more  advifcable  to  abide  by  his  firti  motion. 

LmrdGrenville  iriftantly  fell  in  with  the  noble  and  learned 
Loixl's  opinion,  and  the  queAion  was  put  ^  that  the  btU  be 
committed  on  that  day  three  months.'* 

ThtDuke  of  Norfolk  faid,  he  could  not  forego  his  wiflithat 
the  bill  might  go  to  a  Committee,  in  order  that  a  declaratory 
law  might  pafs  on  the  fubjed. 
^     Lord  Grenvilteh  motion  was  carried. 

The  Report  of  the  Militia  Officers  Bill  was  then  leoetved^^ 
when  Lore  Grenville  ftated  his  reafons  for  moving  to  on>it 
that  part  of  the  claufe  which  empowered  Lord  Lieutenants  of 
counties  to -admit  officers,  who  have  ferved  in  the  Eaft  Indti 
Company's  fervice,  to  ferve  in  the  Supplementary  Militia 
when  qualified  officers  could  not  be  found  to  take  commiflions. 
'    The  words  referred  to  were  omitted.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  May  23. 

Mr.  Woodmafon's  Divorce  WAX  pafled  a^Commtttee  of  the 
whole  Hdufe,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  voted^ 
That  the  fum  of  667,9161.  135.  4d,  be  raited  by  way  of  Lottery, 
to  confift  of  50,000  tickets,  at  13I.  7s  per  ticket.  Report  or» 
dered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  St.  John  fuid,  that  in  confequencc  of  information  he 
teceived,  he  (houjd,  unlefs  that  information  ihculd  hcreaftet 
appear  to  be  unfounded,  be  under  the  neceffity  of  laying  a 
very  important  matter  before  the  Houfe,  relative  to  a  recent 
event. 

The 
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The  Chatuelhr  ofthrExchemurMAf  be  ihoold  like  id  know 
the  natlire  of  tlie  fubjeft  to  which  the^ion.  Geotlemaa  allud- 
ed, nothing  could  be  gathered  from  What  he  had  faid. 
>  Mr.  St.  John  (ai(i»  the  circumftances  of  the  matter  he  had 
alluded  to,  he  ihouI4  not  detail  until  he  had  more  diftind  in- 
formation.  It  related,  .however,  to  what  had  recently  taken 
place  at  Maidftone. :  to  the  circumftance  of  the  fecond  warrant 
with  which  Mr.  O^Cdnndr  was  charged. 
.  The  CboHcellor  ofthi  Exclnjucr  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould 
to-morrow  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  augmenting 
the  num  ber  of  feamenj 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  prefented  a  petition  from  the  iuhabitaoti 
of  Liverpool,  praying  that  they  mav  have  permiffion  lo  raife  a 
rate  upon  themfelves  for  the  purpole  of  putting  the  port,  &c. 
in  a  proper  (late  of  defence,  in  cafe  of  any  attack  by  the  enemy. 

•  The  petition  being  read. 

The  Chancellor  0/ the  Exchequer  faid,  this  muft  ftrikefivery 
one  as  a  proof  of  very  hudable  zeal,  and  highly  to  the  honour 
of  the  parties  prefenting  it ;  he  had  nothing  at  prefent  to  move 
upon  that  fubje£t ;  but  he  took  this  as  a  uiggeflion  for  fomc- 
thing  of  a  plan  for  a  general  national  defetice ;  this,  as  it  ap* 
peared  to  him,  formed  the  ground-work  of  a  very  important 
,(»lan,  by  which  the  public  fpirit  of  the  peo|>le  might  be  moft 

Efefiilly  carried  into  cfteA ;  and  he  did  not  wifli  to  fee  it  pafs 
y  as  a  mere  private  meafure. 

*  The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  die  table. 
Mr.  Wtlberforce  moved  the  Order  d  theLDay  upon  the  bill 

for  empowering  Magiftrates  at  Quarter  Semons  to  grant,  out 

of  county  rates,  cofls  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanour* 

,    The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  upon  the  bill, 
Mr.  Pfrcival  propof^d  an  amendment  to  one  of  the  daiifes, 

for  the  purpofe  of  givine;  fuch  power  to  the  Judges  of  Affize, 

inftead  of  Magiftrates  at  the  Seflions;  upoit  which  a  debate 

arofe,  and  the  Committee  divided, 

jfyes  (For. the  amendment)    -     -    -    -     16 
Noes     -.,--.----.29 


Alajonty     -     -     -     13 
The  bill  then  went  through  Committee,  and  the  Report 
was  received  immediately.     Ordered  to  betaken  into  further 
confideration  on  Friday,  and  to  be  printed. 

,  The  ^irmorial  Bearing  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Friday,  if  then  engroHed. 
,    tJcfcrrcd  xhe  other  Orders  of  the  Day.    Adjoui-oed. 

HCUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  Mof  24. 

Read  the  feveral  bills  on  the  table  in  their  refpftAive  ftages. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  24. 

'   At  fpur  o'clock  there  being  only  thirty-fonr  Members  pre« 
lent,  an  adjoarament  took  place  of  courfe. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  May  25. 
The  bill  for  the  more  cffeftually  manning  the  Navy  was 
brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  immediately  forwarded 
through  all  its  ftages.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  25. 

Woodmafon's  Divorce  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled* 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General  the  Committee  on 
the  Newfpaper  Bill  was  deferred  till  Thurfday. 

The  Attorney  Gnural  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  oonfe- 
cpience  of  certain  circuroftances  which  had  come  to  light  at  the 
late  trials  at  Maidftone,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  Britifh  fubje£ts  from  going  to,  or  re- 
fiding  in  countries  not  in  amity  with  Great  Britain.  He  thea 
made  a  motion  to  that  efie£^,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lufhington  prefented  a  petition  againft  the 
Slave  Carrying  Bill. 

The  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  improving  of 
the  Port  of  London  was  poftponed  till  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  H^.  BoctU  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  treatment  of  prifoners  of  war  in 
this  country,  be  taken  ioto  conftderation  on  Thurfday. 

Mr  Hufktffin  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  raifing  a 
corps  of  miners  in  Cornwall  and  Devon,  to  ferve  during  die 
prefentwar. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  to  exprefs  a  wi(h  that  fome  day  might 
be  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  tlie  Land  Tax  Redemp- 
tion Bill.  Many  gentlemen  were  ftill  defirous  of  making  fur* 
ther  obfervations  upon  it,  and  of  fuggefting  feveral  amend- 
pients ;  of  which,  iq  bis  opinion,  it  ftill  ftood  greatly  in  need. 

The 
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Thfe  Cbaneellor  of  th^  B^cbtqufr  feid,  that  as  the  order  of  rfic 
day  for  the  third  readmgofthat  bill  had  drotytby,  there  being  no 
Houfe  the  preceding  day>  it  vras  his  wt(h  to  name  the  firil  open 
dny  after  the  holidays  for  its.  further  conlideranon.  He  did  .Aoc 
hower  perfift  in  prefTmg  that  day,  if  Gentlemen  did  not  thtolb 
the  propofed  interval  filly  fefficient  for  preparing  any  obierra* 
tions  or  fuggeftions-whMr  it  might  be  their  intention  to  bring 
forward  ;  if,  thcreforey  Wedncfday  next  coincided  with  the 
convenience  of  thofe<ientlcmcn,  he  woold  move  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  on  that  day. 

Aftcr^  a  few  words  from  Mr.  yMffe^  this  modoo  Wat 
agreed  to. 

-MAKNIt^G  THE  KAVY.- 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a'bill  for  the  moreefic^uai  manning  of  the- Navy-f  of 
his  intention  to  bring  forward  this  motion,  he  had  given   po* 
ticc  on  a  former  occafion.     The  objccl  it  had  in  view  was  prc- 
cifely  the  fame  with  that  which  a  ilmilar  bilf  was  brought  in 
for,  in  the  year  177.9;  namdy,  to  fufpend  for  a  limited  time 
the  prote£kions  which  various  defcriptions  of  perfons  enjoyt  to 
prevent  them  from  being  imprcffcd  into  thefervice  of  the  Navy. 
If  the  Houfe  had  felt  no  hefitation  in  adopting  this  mMkreTat 
that  time,  in  the  fecond  year  of  a  war, -when  Spain  and  Hbl- 
land  were  united,  thev  would  furely  not  hcfitate  to  proooonoe 
the  repetition  of  it  ftill  more  juftifiable  under  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing circumftances  of  the  country.— The  Houfe  muft  Itkewife 
be  fenfible,  that  if  the  prefent  (ituation  of  the  country  make  it 
to  pafs  this  meafure,  it  muft  from  its  nature,  be  alfo  neoef** 
fary  that  it  be  paflTed  without  any  delay;  it  was,  therefor^ 
his  wi(h  that  the  bill  fliould  this  day  pafs  through  its  difierent 
ftagcii  with  a  fuitable  paufe  at  each  if  rcfqaired,  and  that  it 
ibould  be  fent  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.     The  biU 
^spafied  and  reiid  in  all  its  ftages  in  the  fame  manner.;  but  be- 
fore the  bill  got  into  a  Committee,  the  Houfe  had  continued 
debating  on  it  till  paft  1  a  o'clock,  and  the  debat(^  was  nd^oumcd 
fill  the  following  afternoon,  when   the  Bill  was  pai&d.     He 
hoped  this  would  be  contidered  as  a  fufficient  piecedent  (at 
what  he  was  about  tor  propofe.     After  the  di£ferent.aAs  were 
fead,  which  granted  the  abovemenrioned  prote£ltons.  Mr.  Pitt 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tlie  more 
fpeedy  and  eSeAual  manning  of  his  Majefty*s  Navy. 

Mr.  Tierniy  faid,  that  however  the  propofedNnieafure  might 
be  good  and  prudent  in  itfelf,  the  very  extraordinary  manrrnr 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  called  upon  the  Houfe  iSo 
adopt  ir»  could  opt  fail  U  creating  ^eat  alarm  in  their  mhtdat 
(iich,  at  lead,  was  the  effed  which  it  had  upon  his.    For  hia 

part 
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pait^  he  bad  imagined  that  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  was 
to  be  provided  for  in  the  ufual  way  ;  or,  that  if  any  very  un- 
common mode  was  to  be  reforted  to  for  the  attainment  of  that 
objed,  fome  intimation  of  it  would  have  been  given  to  the 
Houfe.  When  the  precipitancy  with  which  it  is  required  to 
pafs  this  biily  was  alfo  required  in  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habias 
Corfus  Ad,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  coffKlefcended  to  adduce 
ibme  argument  to  prove  its  neceflity ;  but,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
which  any  plain  man  can  hardly  conceive  to  be  different,  no 
reaibn  or  argument  whatever  is  attempted  to  be  urged.  It  is 
impoilible  for  thofe  who  may  be  in  pofleflion  of  the  proteAions 
in  queftion,  to  fecrete  themfelves  ;  indeed  the  manner  of  going 
about  it  was  altc^ther  fo  extraordinary  and  objedlionable,  that 
he  felt  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  giving  it  his  negative. 
He  had  heard  no  arguments  that  proved  its  propriety  ;  he  knew 
of  no  fodden  emergecy  that  urged  its  neceffity  ;  even  if  be  had, 
{ome  time  ought  to  have  been  allowed  him  to  weigh  the  force 
of  fuch  arguments,  and  examine  the  nature  of  fuch  an  emer- 
gency, before  he  proceeded  to  give  ihree  or  four  votes  on  a 
meafure  of  which  no  notice  6f  any  fort  had  been  given ;  and  of 
which  no  idea  had  ever  entered  his  mind.  If  the  honourable 
Gentleman  perfifted  in  hurrying  the  bill  through  the  Houfe  in 
the  manner  propofed,  he  muft  give  it  his  decided  negative, 
however  reludantly  he  oppofed  any  meafure  that  was  fatd  to 
be  neceflary  to  the  fafety  of  the  country.  For,  from  what  he 
had  lately  lecn,  he  muft  view  all  the  roeafuretof  Minifters  as^ 
hoftile  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6t ;  and  the  prefent  meafure 
he  regarded  with  peculiar  jealoufy,  as  it  went  direfily  to  rob 
them  of  the  few  remaining  privileges  they  were  ftill  permitted 
to  enjoy. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  if  every  mea* 
furc  adopted  againft  the  defigns  of  France,  was  to  be  con* 
iidcred  as  hoftile  to  the  liberty  of  this  country,  then  indeed  his 
idea  of  liberty  differed  very  widely  froni  that  which  feemed  to 
be  entertained  by  the  honourable  Gentleman.  The  Houfe 
would  recoiled,  however  that  hon.  Gentleman  might  fay  to 
the  contrary,  that  he  had  given  notice  of  the  prefent  motion, 
thou^  he  had  not  judged  it  prudent  then  to  explain  the  mode 
in  which  |t  was  to  be  put  into  execution.  Neither  could  it  be 
fairlv  fuppofed  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  to  be  brought  for^ 
ward  as  the  ufual  one  for  augmenting  the  the  Navy.  A  bill  ' 
of  the  nature  of  the  latter  was  introduced  about  ten  days  3go» 
and  at  that  time  he  ftated  tci  the  Houfe,  that  if  they  acceded 
to  the  propofed  augmeiitation  of  the  Navy,  they  muft  adopt 
fome  vigorous  meafure  to  make  that  augmentation  efiedual,^at 
Vol.  II.  1798.  4C  ttothing 
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notliingbut  a  law  of  a  vigorous  nature' could  fucceed  in  mak- 
ing the  intended  number  of  feamen  complete.  When  theboriL 
Gentleman  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  the  btU  was  tj 
be  hurried  through  the  Houfe,  and  hinted  xhat  it  was  too  fre* 
quently  reforted  to,  he  faw  the/ufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cwrpus 
AGt  was  lurking  in  his  mind.  The  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  a  long  notice  given  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  would  re- 
tard its  progrefs  through  the  Houfe.  He  acknowledges  that 
were  it  not  pafled  in  a  day,  thofe  whom  it  might  concern  miglit 
elude  its  etkStf  thus  afligning  himfelf  the  reafon  for  its  imme- 
diate adoption.  But  if  the-  meafufe  be  neceflaryf  and  that  a 
notice  of  it  would  enable  its  effcSt  'to  be  eluded,  how  can  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  oppoGtion  to  it  be  accounted  for,  (itrr  from  a 
defire  to  obflru<9  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  [Mr.  Xicmey 
called  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  order.  This  langu^c. 
Sir,  faid  he,  is  furely  not  parliamentary,  and  upon  you  only. 
Sir,  can  I  call  for  proteSion.] 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  whatever  bad  a  tendency  to 
throw  fuTpicion  on  the  fentiments  of  a  Member,  if  conveved  in 
language  that  clearly  marked  that  intention,  fuch  bnguagc 
was,  without  doubt,  irregular  and  unparliamentary  ;  but  if  vt 
argued  no  fuch  intention  there  was  no  room  for  cenforing  it 
as  diforderly  ;  if,  therefore^  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Hoofe, 
that  fuch  was  the  fair  import  of  the  language  ufed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  they  would  judge  of  it  accordingly,  but  ihcr 
would  firft  wait  to  hear  the  right  honourable  Grentleman's  ex- 
planation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  feared  the 
Houfe  muft  wait  a  long  time,  if  they  waited  for  bis  explana- 
tion on  the  prefent  fubjefl.  The  fcnfe  of  what  be  advanced 
was,  that  there  was  no  diftinfiion  ()etwcen  the  two  caies  in 
queftion.  That  if  notice  was  to  be  given  of  the  meafurc  under 
confideration,  that  notice  would  only  ferve  to  elude  its  execu- 
tion, and  therefore  no  man  could  he  juflified  to  himfelf  in  op- 
pofmg  the  neceffary  expedition  that  made  the  meafore  efiec- 
inal ;  or  if  he  did,  he  mud  furdy  appear  to  obArud  tbe  mea- 
furcs  employed  for  the  defence  of  the  courrtty.  He  knew  verv 
very  well  that  it  was  unparliamentary  to  ftaie  the  motives  that 
^uated  the  opinions  of  Gentlemen,  hut  it  was  impoflible  to 
go  into  arguments  in  favour  of  a  queftion,  without  fometirors 
hiuting  at  the  motives  that  induced  an  oppofition  to  it.  He 
fohmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe  the  propriety  and  rte- 
ceffity  of  the  arguments  he  had  urged,  and  he  would  not  de- 
part from  any  thing  he  had  there  advanced,  by  either  retrain- 
ing or  explaining  them. 

.        .  Mr. 


M^t  45.1  ,        WOODFALL*S  PARLIAftfEMTARY  REPORTS.         5^ 
Mr.  y^/liffe  approved. of  the  roeafurei  but  not  of  the  mode  in 
which  It  was  introduced. ' 

Lesfi^e  was- given,  to  bring  irt  the  bill,  and  it  was  brqught  in 
accordingly.    On  the  motion  for  its  being  read  a  fetond  time. 

Mr*  NichoUs  obferved  that  the  only  re^ipn  affigned  for  adopt- 
ing the  medfure  was,  that  a  fimiJar  one  had,  been  brought  in 
and  paflfed  in  a  fimilar  manner  before»-:)  ^lx>fe.whom  the  bill', 
affected  had  dearly  purchafed  their  proteAidis^iand  were  their 
rights  now  to  be  confifcated  merely  becaufe  it  had  been  done 
before  ?  If  the  exiftcnce.of  a  war  was  a  fufficitnt  reafon  for 
fuch  a  meaiure»  then  thefe  privileges  were  worth  nothing; 
they  might  be  invaded  at  any  time.  We  had  now  a  much 
more  powerful  N^vy  than  in  1779;  ^^^  meafure  was  there* 
fore  far  lefs  judiiiable  than  before.  He  could  not  bring  himfelf 
to  confent  to  pafling  the  bill  with  fuch  rapidity ;  it  was  a  mea- 
lore  of  great  fcverity^  not  to  make  ufe  of  a  ftronger  term,  and 
qught,  therefore,  to.  be  partially  and  maturely  coniidered. — 
There  would  be  no  longer  .iny  fccurity  for  our  rights,  if  a  bill 
might  be  thus  fuddenly  introduced,  and  as  fuddenly  paiTed  to 
abolifh  them. 

.  Mr.  Alderman  Lu/hingt$n  faid  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
Corporation  of  London,  he  would  never  agree  to  the  prefenc 
bill,  unlefs  he  believed  there  was  fome  Arong  emergency  to 
juilify  it.  The  rights,  moreover  they  were  about  to  refign, 
were  only  relinqui(hed  during  a  moment  of  difficulty  ;  and  he 
wc^ld  afk  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman;  if  precedents  wete 
to  be  looked  for  when  danger  called  for  an  adequate  vigour  t0 
repel  it. 

Mr.  Curwen  was  willing  to  take  it  for  granted;  that  the  pre^ 
fent  meafure  was  necefiary^  though  in  general  he  placed  no 
confidence  in  the  prefent  adminiftration,  it  was  his  wilh  that 
every  means  (hould  be  employed  that  could  enable  us  to  get 
out  of  the  Wjar  ;  in  this-wiili  every  fair  and  candid  man  would 
join,  and  it  was  highly  improper  in  the. right  Hon.  Gentleman 
to  create  a  divifion  of  fent  1  men ts,  by  the  warmth  and  afperity 
of  his  language. 

On  the  motion  that  the  bill  be  read  fecond  time,  it  was  op^ 
pofcd  lyy 

Mr.  HMoufg^  who  faid  that,  though  he  was  ready  td 
approve  of  the  augmentation  of  the  navy,  he  -could  not 
but  reprobate  the  mode  propofed,  as  a  grofs  violation  of  our 
rights^  wbict)  no  precedent  could  juftify ;  after  paffing  a  lav^ 
by  which  no  Aiip  was  to  be  permitted  to  fail  without  a  convoy* 
Were  they  now  about  to  pafs  another,  by  which  no  (hip  wouldi 
be  permitted  to  have  {ailors  I 

4  C  a  Thii 
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The  Ckarueller  of  thi  Exehequer  faid,  he  cottld  not  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  rights  that  were  now  to  be  fufpended  wcfe  to- 
tali?  diftind  ffoiti  the  general  rights  of  the  fubjefk.  There 
waa^no  queftion  of  fofpending  certain  exemptions  that  had  been 
granted  by  different  ads  of  Parliament ;  but  did  not  the  prero- 
gative of  the  Crown  extend  even  to  ordinary  cafes  ?  The  pre- 
Icnt  however,  furely,  was  more  than  an  ordinary  emergency, 
and  juftiiied,  if  any  occafion  could,  the  taking  away  certaia 
privileges.  Parliatnent  hnd  already  aflented  to  meafurcs  of  a 
fimilar  necefEty  with  one  fentiment  and  one  voice,  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  few  perfons,  who  could  not  be  fuppofcd 
tnuch  to  derange  that  general  harmony.  No  one  could  fay 
that  the  energy  of  the  prefent  meafure  did  not  depend  on  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  mud  pafs,  and  he  trufted  the  Hoafe 
would  follow  up  the  determination  tliey  had  exprefled. 

Sir  A*  ff^,  Ridley  hoped  fome  exception  would  be  made  in 
favour  of  the  Coal  ThkIc,  but  the  Speaker  obferved,  that  this 
point  would  he  better  dilculled  in  the  Committee. 

Mr  Iftgley  contended,  that  the  manner  propofed  for  carry- 
ing the  bill  thus  fuddenly  through  the  Houfe,  could  not  be 
fupported  by  the  Journals ;  and  compla.ned  of  the  difrefpcd 
with  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  treated  the 
Houfe,  by  refuiing  to  give  any  explanation  of  language  which 
was  thought  diforderly. — He  would  give  his  negative  to  the 
feCond  reading. 

The  Chancellor  ef  the  Exthequer  faid,  he  would  give  no  ex- 
planation, but  defired  to  abide  by  the  reafon  he  had  already 
given,  which,  in  his  mind  fully  juftified  the  meafure. 

General  Tarleton  would  not  vote  againft  the  meafoie, 
though  he  difapproved  of  it ;  it  would  ob(tru(3  the  failing  of  a 
great  number  of  Weft  India  ftiips,  and  do  confiderable  injury 
to  the  trade  v\  general. 

The  Soiiciter  Genet  ai  dtfcndcd  the  ncceffity  of  the  uieafnre, 
with  the  difcretion  and  refponfibility  of  the  meafure.  But  he 
wifhed  that  one  defcription  of  perfons  fliould  he  exempted,  he 
meant  the  inhabitants  of  the  coafls,  who  were<mo(Hy  feaooen, 
and  who  had  already  come  forward  in  various  ways  for  the 
protedtion  of  the  counlry.  , 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Excheqner  faid,  that  the  prefent  bill 
would  not  alter  the  iituation'of  the  clafs  of  people  adluded  to. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  obferved,  that  from  the  fta^ement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  it  appeared  that  6000  of  the  in- 
tended-number of  feamen  were  already  provided.  He  hoped 
that  thofe  feamen  would  not  be  afic6led  who  had  voluntarily 
enrolled  themfelves  for  particular  fervices. 

Tbm 
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The  QumciUor  tftht  Exchequer  (aid»  that  nothing  in  the  bill 
applied  to  them. 

The  bill  wis  then  read  a  fecond  time; 

The  bill  beine  in  a  Committee,  the  blanks  were  filled  ap ; 
the  duration  of  the  bill  is  to  be  only  for  one  month,  as  far 
as  it  fufpends  prote£tions  in  the  Coal  trade^  and  five  montlis 
in  other  cafes. 

Tlic  Gmncellar  of  the  Exchequer  propofcd  that  the  com* 
roencement  of  the  operation^  of  the  bili  Ihould  be  from  the  24th 
of  May  inftanC 

Mr.  fFigky  objefled  to  that  date  ;  he  thought  it  a  danger- 
ous thing  in  itfelf  as  well  as  dangerous  in  precedent  to  make 
fuch  a  law  as  that  to  operate  in  an  expofifa^o  manner.  Suppofe 
any  perfon  having  protciSlion  as  the  law  ftood,  (which  by  the 
way  was  paid  for  at  the  Admiralty,  he  having  himfelf  paid  for 
fome  for  his  friends)  fhould  have  been  imprcflcd  this  day,  and 
that  in  the  fcuffle  he  had  killed  the  perfon  taking  him  ;  that 
which  the  law  would  have  deemedonly  maoflaughter  before  thift 
aA»  would  now  be  deemed  murder  after  the  pafling  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  this  cafe  could  not 
happen,  becaufe  at  prefent  no  warrants  could  have  been  exe-» 
ci2ted»  for  none  had  been  iflucd,  nor  did  Executive  Govern- 
ment intend  to  iffue  any  until  the  prefent  bill  had  at  lead  re*^ 
ceived  the  faniAion  of  two  branches  of  tlie  Legiflature. 

Mr.  Wigley  then  propofed  an  amendment,  that  the  operation 
of  the  bill  fhould  commence  oo  the  27th  indead  of  the  24th  of 
the  prefent  month. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived  for  the  27th,  and  car- 
ried for  the  24th  inftant. 

The  bill  then  went  through  all  its  {lage:^,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  Lords. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the 
Hoofe  that  their  Lordflhip^  had  agreed  to  the  above  bill. 

The  Tanner's  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  b;^fe  com  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  Coloniej:,in 
America. 

Leave  given  to  move  it  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Moufe 
the  next  day,  being  an  article  of  trade. 

The  Trade  Proteftion  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  andctm- 
initted  for  that  day  fe'nnight. 

The  Yeomanry  Cavalry  bill  was  brought  up  and  read  ia/firft 
time. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  difpofed  of,  '  > 

The' 
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,  Tb^  Ship  Owners  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled^  with 

ieverai  amendments. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LOREJS. 
Saturqay,  Myr  26.     ^ 
The  royal  aflent  Was  given  by  commiflion  to  the  bill  W 
altering  the  qualification  of  the  CommiiHoners  of  the  Lan<f 
Tax  ^  the  bill  for  appropriating  200yOOcL  a  year  for  the  re- 
duAion  of  the  National  Debt ;  the  bill  for  the  more  fpecdj^ 
and  effe£itjal  manning  his  Majefty's  Navy,  and  to  fundry 
other  public  and  private  ads,  to  the  amount  in  alt  of  44. 
Read  feveral  bills,  and  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
SaturdaV,  Afay  26. 

The  Speaker  having  reported  that  he  had  been  in  tKe 
Houfe  of  Peers  to  hear  the  royal  affent  given  to  feveral  piA- 
lic  bills;  the  Houfe  proceeded  upon  private  bufmefs,  of 
ifl^hich  there  was  a  great  deal  on  the  book. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  Militia  Of- 
fii^ers  Pay  bill  were  ordered  to  be  taken  ihto  confederation 
on  Wednefday  next,  as  were  alfo  feveral  other  amendments 
in  other  bills. 

The  Lottery  Bill  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Long — Read  a 
firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Wednef- 
day. 

"  The  bill  for  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  Militia  vrzs 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday  next. 

The  bill  for  authorizing  the  balloting  of  the  Yeomanry 
CaValry,  or  fuch  of  them  as  may  be  defirous  of  allcmbling 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  trained  together,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  pafled. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee,  went  through  the  bill  for 
reviving  the  late  afls  of  Parliament  for  retraining  the  coinJ 
ing  of  filver,  and  for  other  purpofes  upon  the  fame  fubjedt,' 
and  the  report  was  ordered  tabe  received  on  Wednefday. 

A  meflagc  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
Lordfliips  had  agreed  to  a  great  number  of  private  bills. 

Adjourned  to  Wednefday  next. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  CpMMpNS. 
Wednesday,  May  3c. 

The  Bread  Affizc  Bill,  the  Goal  admeafuremcnt  Bill,  and 
]Biridenii|g  the  avenue  to  the  city  of  London  :^t  Tpmple  fiar» 
and  majcing  9  more  commodious  palTage  in  Snow-hill,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  pnfled.  '  • 

Mr.  Wtherforce  Bird  nf)Ovcd,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  empowering  IVlagiftrates  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  tq 
fettle  an  additional  aflize  on  bread,  and  to  make  a  certain  aU 
Jowancc  to  bakeis  throughout  the  whole  of  the  king()qm,  pa 
account  of  the  new  tax  upon  fait.— r-Leave  granted. 

Cohnel  Gafcoigne  prefcnted  fever^l  petitions  againft  the  Slave 
Carrying  Bill. 

Mr.  IViiltam  Dundas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
encouraging  the  miprovcment  of  lands  fubjedl  to  fcryitude, 
called  Thirlage,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scptland. 

M^  Hu/k^on  brought  up  tiie  bill  for  raifing  a  corps  of  miners 
iri  the  counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devon,  during  the  war. 
Kead  a  fir  (I  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next 
day. 

THE  L^TE  DUEL, 

Mr.  ff^'ilberforce  gave  notice,  that  early  in  theenfuing  week, 
perhaps  on  Tuefday  next,  he  would  fubmit  a  motion  to  the 
Honfe  relative  to  a  recent  event,  which  has  fmcc  been  a  very 
general  objefi  of  converfation. 

Mr.  Tierney  begged  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  the 
goodnefs  to  hint  at  the  outline  and  ivature  of  his  motion,  as  it 
might,  perliaps,  be  of  a  tendency  which  would  make  it  impro- 
♦pcr,  or  indecorous  in  him  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  be  prefent  when 
the  motion,  of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  juft  given 
fiorice  ihould  come  under  debate. 

Mr.  Wither  force  faid,  that  the  fubjedl  to  which  he  was  anxi- 
ous of  calJmgihe  attention  of  the  Houfe,  was  one  upon  which 
he  felt  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  folicitude,  it  referred  to  the 
^ranfaSion  which  had  taken  place,  on  Sunday  laft.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  opinion  which  he  himfelf  entertained  of  it,  and  was 
difpofed  lb  exprefs,  he  could  very  eafily  make  up  his  mind,  but 
as  he  had  not  as  yet  had  occafion  of  confulting  the  opinion  of 
bther  Members  of  Parliament  upon  it,  he  did  not  as  yet  feel 
himfelf  enabled  to  fiate  precifely  in  what^  (hape  or  manner-  he 
Aouid  bring  his  motion  before  the  Houfe.  As  far,  however, 
as  his  own  opinion  at  prefent  permitted  him  to  pronounce,  he 
(lid  not  fee  that  there  would  be  any  impropriety  in  tlic  attend- 
>'  .  '  ancc 
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ance  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tiemcy) ;  on  the  contruy, 
he  thought  it  would  be  higMy  proper  in  him  to  atteiid  his  dut j 
in  the  Houfe  on  the  occasion  alluded  to* 

HATS. 

Mr.  ^ofe,  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  the  next  day  rcfolve  itfer 
Jnto  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoafe,  to  confider  of  the  pre- 
sent duties  upon  hats.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Jlfhott  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  CurGtors  Protfio;- 
notaries,  &c.  &c.  who  had  hetrayed  fome  reludance  in  render- 
ing an  account  of  their  fees,  falaries,  &c.  had  (ince  the  fubjeS 
had  b^cn  brought  before  the  Houfe,  delivered  into  the  Secret 
Committee  of  Finance,  an  account  of  the  above  as  required. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  order  for  taking  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  that  fubjeft  into  confideration  might'  be  dif- 
charged. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  petition  of  David 
Pleghorne,  brewer,  at  Edinburgh ;  and  the  report  was  ordered 
lobe  received  the  nex  day. 

Lord  Belgrave  gave  notice,  that  he  would  early  in  next  fef- 
^on  renew  his  motion  refpedting  the  treating  a£k. 

I^AND  TAX  REDE^?TION  BILL. 

The$tf&/W  General  xhi^n  moverf  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Land  Tax  Redemption  Bill.  On  the.  mo- 
tion that  it  be  now  read  a  fecondtime. 

Lord  Sheffield  rofc,  and  faid,  that  he  everyday  faw  additional 
reafons  for  continuing  bis  oppofition  to  the  bill.  It  had  now 
gone  through  a  third  and  fourth  edition  ;  the  claufbs  as  they 
now  flood  were  wholly  different  from  what  they  firft  appeared 
to  be ;  and  the  various  alterations  they  had  undergone,  ^uiA  the 
many  new  additional  claufes  that  had  been  introduced,  had 
never  been  fubmitted  to  a  mature  difcufiion.  He  was  forry  to 
obfervcthat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  fo  confidently 
brought  forward  the  meafure  was  not  now  prefent.  His  beha* 
viour  in  this  refpe£k  teftified  wo  great  refpe£t  for  the  Houfe. 
Jndeedthofe  who  framed  the  bill  did  not  feem  to  underftand 
the  nature  of  the  meafure  they  had  propofed  ;  and  this  obvi- 
ouily  appeared  from  the  n^anner  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
condu6led  it.  Convinced  as  he  was  that  the  whole  of  the  bu- 
linefs  was  but  little  underdood,  either  on  the  fide  of  thofe  who 
propofed  it,  or  on  the  fide  of  thofe  whom  it  mu(laffc£l  ;  it  was 
his  opinion  that  all  further  difcuffion  upon  it  (hould  be  deferred 
till  next  feffion.  Then  the  country  would  have  time  to  confi- 
der in  what  light  they  (hould  move  the-queftion; — ^nd  the 

monied 
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uionied  intercft  would  alfo  have  Icifare  to  rcflcft  on  the  injury 
or  prejudice  they  might  raife  againft  the  land/sd  iiitercd.  Upon 
this  grouiKl  he  would  now  move  ^'  that  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  fnould  be  deferred  till  that  day  threp  months." 

Mr.  T^/Z/^oppore  the  bill  as  frau(lulent|  uncon(l!tutiooaI» 
and  unjuft ;  and  faid,  he  was  ready  to  give  his  mod  hearty 
Cupport  to  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  i\obIe  Lord. 

Sir  Richard  Carr  Glynn  faid,  he  had  examined  the  .bill  over 
ami  over  again^  and  was  furprifed  at  the  oppoGtion  it  met  with 
from  feme  quarters.  He  was  fure  it  was  a  meafure  beneficial 
to  the  coyniry  at  large,  aud  ogght  not  to  be  oppofed  upon  mo- 
tives of  private  opconomy,  efpccially  at  this  time,  when  every 
exertion  that  could  be  made  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  The 
ileprefled  ftate  of  the  funds  required  fomc  remedy,  and  for  that 
reafon  Minifters,  ever  watchful,  had  brought  forward  the  mea-. 
fure  of  the  AfleflTcd  Taxes;  to  the  fame  grand  obje<^  this  bill 
was  to  be  applied,  and  yet  both  the  meafures  he  had  ftated  met 
with  violent  oppofition.  It  was  perfeftly  notorious  the  lad  loan 
njuft  have  been  made  at  the  price  of  45I.  for  the  3  per  Cents. 
if  this  meafure  had  not  been  in  contemplation  ;  but  the  bare 
knowledge  of  its  being  in  difcuffion,  procured  better  terms  by 
^  per  Cent,  which  was  an  important  gain  for  the  country.  If 
this  had  happened  only  during  the  difcufCon  of  the  bill,  who 
could  fay  what  it  Would  not  effe<5  in  its  operation  ? 

Mr.  Rajbie/gbchjc&ed  to  the  claufes  allowing  guardians  an4 
truftees  to  fell  the  freehold  topurchafe  the  land  tax. 

Mr.  yoAncs  was  of  opinion,  that  there  was  much  danger  in 
precipitating  through  the  Houfc  .1  meafure,  which,  like  the 
prefcnt,  involved  fuch  variousand complex  intcrefls.  By  per* 
petuating  tlie  bud  tax,  the  Houfe  was  confenting  to  keep  up 
a  perpetual  and  (landing  army.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
landed  gentlemen  would  not  content  themfelves  with  giving  2^ 
illent  vote  on  tlie  quefljon,  but  that  they  would  concur  with 
him  in  advifing  Minifters  not  now  to  preis  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill. 

NIr.  Ch.  Sh,  Lcfevre  p:^ft  over  jn  review  the  various  objec- 
tions that  had  been  made  to  the  bill— they  had  no  weight  on 
his  mind  when  compared  witji  the  advantages  which  mud  cvi- 
tlently  rcfult  from  its  adoption.  Jf  the  landed  intercft  were 
prepared  to  make  any  facrifice  in  relief  of  the  exigencies  of  the 
fiaie,  wa3  there  any  moment  more  urgent  than  tlie  prefent  for 
making  thi>  facrifice  ?  We  had  made  many  profcflions  of  zeal 
and  willingnefs  to  repel  and  baffle  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  ; 
but  words  would  avail  but  little,  unlefsourprofeflions  werefoU 
lowed  up  fay  cqrrefpondent  actions.    Thf  price  of  land  was 

Vol.  II,  1798.  4D  now 
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how  as  high  as  in  periods  of  the  mod  profound  peace ;  and  he 
faw  no  grounds  of  apprchcnfion,  that  hereafter  a  ocW  lafid-t3x 
wpuld  be  raifed  on  the  footing  of  an  equal  afl^CiyieDt.  He 
would,  therefore,  oppofc  tfic  aipendmeot  of  the  uoWe  I^ord*    . 

Mr.  Martin  oppofed  the  bill  as  unconftitutional ;  but  Ihould 
k  be  proycd  to  him  tliat  it  had  nofuch  tendency,  the  oeeefiiCies 
of  the  times  would  induce  him  to  give  it  h|s  concurrence. 

Mr.  Biddulph  reprobated  th^  billi  ^s  highly  UDConftitational 
in  Jts  principle,  and  atrocioufly  fr^au^ulent  in  its  operation. 

R$r.AVrrr^(?/w/fdid,  he  ffekWrnf^lf  bound  m  confcicocc  to 
enter  hisr  proteft  agalnft  the  prefeat  meafure  ;  he  w^  well  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Miniftkjr^  t^wet  aod  op- 
prefs  any  particular  clafles  of  the  people ;  but  thg  prefent  mca» 
fure,  ifpiit  into  execution,  would  gjTievoufly.aBfeQ  the  fmaH 
land-holders.'  He  by  no  means  wifibed  (;oexooerate  the  land, 
but  he  thought  it  would  he  a  fairer  way  tp  annul  the  prefeni 
hnd^tax>  and  to  propofefix  or  feven  (hillings  in  the  pound,  if 
neceffary,  to  anfwer  the  prefent  exigencies.  He  would  there- 
fore fupport  the  amendment ;  and  if  he  found  thapt  after  doc 
and  mature  confideraijon  of  tlie  mcafurc»  the  country  was  ia- 
cli.hcd  to  atlopt  il,  he  (hould  then  give  it  his,  paoft  warm  fup- 

Mr.  fPighy  enumerated  a  number  of  alterations  lin  thebU^ 
and  thought  more  lime  ought  to  be  allQwed.f<>i'  tb«.  coniidcra- 
lion  of  them.  He  urged  the  motion  for  tha  d^lay^  a5»  well  as 
objefted'to  the  principle  of  the  bilU  It  w^  unconftituiignal 
to  admit  ^hofe  to  be  Commiflioners  of  the  lan<i-tax,  who  heW 
ksiXi  in  that  Houfe,  as  it  would  become  an  additional  obje£k  of 
patronage  and  influence  to  the  Minifter,  The  bill  alfo  wcntto 
render  that,  tax  perpetual  w))tch  w^s  now  voted  an<uually«  and 
held  a  check  upoii  the  Minifter,  and  if  not  fqjd*  a$  wa^^.mat* 
ter  of  uncertainty,  this  m.eafure  could  not  beprpdu(!2ive  vf  any 
advantage. 

The  Solicitor  Gineral Aticni^i  the  bill,  and.al^ed  for  the 
third  reading  of  it.  Topoftpone  it,  could  have  no  Otbei:  rf- 
fc(Sl  than  to  defeat,  the  racafurc.  entirely. »  and  h»i  t]»oughl  it 
would  be  fairer,  if  that  wasiI^coUjcagf  any.Gemlea»*n,itccly 
to  avow  it.  .The  policy  of  the  nicafwe  had.  Uicn  rofe^dlf 
difcuffcd,  atid  ably  defcndedi;  it  had  .been  gcnorally  acknosir* 
ledged,  and  a  difpofition  maniiefted  in  the  colintry  to.adoptit 
He  denied  that  Xhe  eflre£t  of  this  mcafure  was  .to  .remove  mj 
conftitutional  check  on  the  difpofition  of  the  annual ircvciific 
arifing  from  the  land  tax,  becaufo  there  was  a  proviGoa  in  Ac 
bill  to  fecure  another  fund  to  the  fame  purpofe;JthU;eaQivalcnt 
revenue  would  be  equally  liable  to  an  annual  vote  ot  Parlia-> 
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mcnt,  and  was  defigned  to  give  the  fame  conditutional  check. 
He  denied  that  the  appointment  of  Commiirioners  was  an  objed 
of  patronage,  or  that  it  ought  to  difqu»lify  Members  from  fitting 
in  that  Houfe ;  he  thought  that  the  proper  execution  of  the 
ad'  fliould  be  vefted  in  the  moft  refpcfiable,  and  bed  informed 
perfons,  as  were  the  Memljers  of  that  Houfe  *:  and  to  delay  the 
meafurc  wou^d  prove  a  great  inconvenience  to  many  Gentle- 
men who  had  already  made  provlfion  to  make  the  purchafe. 
With  regard  to  the  idea  which  had  been  fup;gerted,  of  making 
an  equal  charge  upon  all  property,  he  confulered  it  to  be  pei*- 
fc6Hy  chirtTcrical';  bcit  an  equal  charge  upon  ihcomfe,  he 
thought  might  be  prafticable,  and  was  what  he  hoped  to  fee  done. 

Mr.  Johms  cxplainfcd. 
•  Mf.  Din'tfm  complainedthat  the  hill  would  have  an  Inju- 
rious tendency  with  refpe<ft  to  Genilcmen  of  landed  propcj-ty', 
who  would  be  kept  untler  the  hatches  during  its  operatroo. 
Add  to  which,  that  after  March  1799,  thofe  who  had  not  been 
able  to  redeem  their  land-tax,  would  ht  expofed  to  the  public  eye, 
which-he  confidered  a  great  hardfliip.  He  fortffaw  that  afrefh 
land  tax  was  intended  to  be  the  refultof  this  ntcaftrrc  :  it  would 
fttrely  have  been  better  to  have  impofed  one  (hilling  in  the  pound 
to  the  exifting  land  taxi  No  men  of  landed  property  who*  are 
notalfo  monied  men,  would  be  able  to  redeem  their  tax  ;  it 
would  alfo  Caufe  a  large  capital  of  the  country  to  be  locked  up. 
On  all  tliefe  accounts  he  wiihed  the  noeafure  to  be  poftponed* 
to  give  the  country  further  time  to  approve  or  difa[>provc  of  it. 
Sir  Francis  Burden  difapptoved  of  the  bill,  and  called  on  the 
Houfe  to  look  at  the  profpedit  of  public  affairs  before  they  adopt* 
ed  fuch  a  meafure  as  this,  which  went  to  alter  the  condition  of 
the  whole  landed  property  of  the  kingd4>m  ;  it  was,  as  far  as  it 
went,  a  confiication  of  landed  property.  Before  the  Houfe  pro- 
ceeded  on  fuch  a  meafure  as  this,  they  fliould  refleA  on  the  nature 
of  the  taxes  which  were  chargeable  on  land  akeady.  It  was  al- 
ready Gibjedi  to  that  pernicious  tax,  the  tythe  to  th6  church  ; 
alfo  to  that  heavy  impofV,  the  poor  rate,  to  the  duties  on  horfes 
ufed  m  agricolture,  to  the  expcnce  of  the  yeomanry  cavalry  ; 
all  of  which  fellimmediately  upon  land,ahhough  tlie  land-owner 
bore  his  (hare  of  all  the  other  burthens.  He  wiihed  therefore  the 
Houfe  would  refle^  upon  the  probable  efFe£k  of  fuch  a  inea* 
fure  as  this,  before  it  proceeded  any  further.  He  knew  that 
itioney  muft  be  raifed ;  but  there  were  much  better  rcfoprccs  for 
railing  it  thah  this  bill  provided. ,  A  largeiupply  might  be  had  by 
the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands,  and  .even  the  revenue  of-the  crowa 
might  be  improved  by  fuch  a  meafure.  There  was  another  objcA 
%^htch  prefented  itfelf  to  our  view,*efpecially  as  this  was  a  war 
In  fupport  of  religion,  and  that  was  the  revenue  of  ibc  church. ' 

4  D  2  The 
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it  Was  highly  objeftionabTei  for  did  it  not  add  any  thing  to 
the  hifliie'nce  ofthc  croivrL  to  have  the  coUcjaion  or  diftribti- 
tjori'df  fucK  a  fum  as  250,6^)!.  pafs  through  the  hands  of 
ihfcmbers  of  Parliament./ 

*1rhis  led  him  to  fpeilc  of  the  fubftitutlonthat  ^as  propofcd 
for  the' check  which  P^'rliapcnt  had  in  retaining  the  Land 
Xax  .w\i)iin  its  own  handii   by  only  voii^ng  it  .anmiallj. 
*    tanded.  property  was  tK^  qualification  ncccflary  for  a  mem- 
lier  of  Parliament,  and  it  aw^d  )tb  the^^ignity  of  that  Houfe 
to  b?iyp  it  known  and  feit^jbat  ija  looting  thl^  |^and  Tax,  they 
lyerc  votijQg  what  was/Alr/r  ^^  pxclufiye^^  pf  the  other  kind 
olf  property  diffufed  over  the  cotjntry»r-*ne  was  of  opinion 
t W  an  amicable  emulation  pni|,ht  properly  lubfift  between 
the  landed  and  the  commeri^ial  intcreds ;  .but  as  the  greateft 
prejture  was^  already  on  thje  land,  it  was  uojuft  to  ooake  that 
preflure  perpetual.     In  opening  this  fuWeS,  the  Miniflcr 
faid>  that  no  one  could  ex pe£l  the  Land  Tax  would  be  re- 
pealed^ — He,  on  the  contrary,  looked  upon  the  repeal  of  it 
always  as  a  very  probable  event.     A  tax  upon  land  he  held 
to  be  the  very  woi;ft  mode  of  taxation,  and  when  he  was 
Secretary  to  the  Trcafury,  he  was  preparing  a  plan  for  re- 
ducing the  land  tax  one  ibilling  it^  the  pound.     This  was  2 
circumftance  well  kaown  to  the  noble  Duke  who  then  prc- 
fidcd  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury.     Let  us  then  obferve  the 
redufliops  now.  every  where  maJdng  in  conlequence  of  the 
new  afTcfTments,  and  thenconfider  whether  l^nd  canbear 
any  additiojoal  burthens.     If  a  new  Land  Tax  Ihould,  how- 
ever, be  pxopofed^  he  was  of  opinion  that.it  fhould  not  be  an 
equal  Und  tax,  but  a  tax  on  the  proportionate  rate  or  income 
which  men  might  poflefs.    Would  it  be  contended  that  a 
tax  of  four  ihillmgs  in  thp  pound  was  not  more  feveiely  -felt 
by  the  valuable  clafs  of  gentlemen,  poflefling  from  toool.  to 
I  >5ool.  a  year,  than  by  the  rich  land  owner  who  might  have 
2o,oooL  or  30,0061. }  From  the  latter  you  take  nothing  but 
what  his  fortune  enables  him  to  fpare ;  the  former  you  deprive 
of  his  moft  eflcntial  comforts,  and  that  rcfpeft  in  the  eyes  of 
his  inferiors,  on  the  prefervation  of  which  deoends  the  har- 
mony of  fociety.    It  woula  be  cruel  to  j^lace  the  refpedable 
gentfenian  of  fmall  fort\|nc  in  a  ftatc  of  balancing  between 
different  depfivations  for  himfelf  and  his  family.— ^Whether 
he  Hiould  retain  his  coach  to  vifit  and  go  to  church  in  on 
Sunday  ?  or  whether  he, ihould  reft  rain  himfelf  from  giving 
his  children  ia  liberal  education,  and  placing  them  in  re- 
fpe£lable  and  honourable  fiti^ations  ?  The  Houfe  muft  feel 
that  perfons  of  the  defcription  he  alluded  to  were  under  verr 
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great  difficulties  already ;  but  to  (hew  the  Iloufe  th^  ^iC'* 
advantages  of  landed  compared  With, other  property,  \t^ 
would  re.irf,tothcm  a  calculation,  ^hich,  however  ftrongji 
might  appear,  was  neverthclcfs  ac<!ur<lte.  He^  \vould  fup- 
pofe  three  perfons  poflciTed  ea(;h  .of  ^oopl.  which  the  o^e 
mvefts  in  the  purchaie  of  land,  the,  feponp  in  the  funds,  an^ 
the-  third  In  i^ortgagcs.  The  locohje  of  the  landed  mai^ 
TTouM  l^e  iSoh.out  of  'vfhich,  wfieHhe  paid  his  lan^.taKi 
cart  tax,  houfci  fervant5,"horfcsi  itid  other  aflefled,  taxes,' 
amounting  to  i;j61.  his  reat'irtcoiotte  Vi>u|d  be  nomb^thiin 
44!.  The  mart  of  fcirujed  ptopefty,  for  his  5000I.'  -would- 
have  an  anntial  Income  of  ^odl.  ^nd  though  he  ItvfctI  In  afr 
good  a  houfe  as  the  landed  man,  his  raxes  being  only  66L  ^ 
year,  his  real  income  would  be  ^34!.  a  year.  He  who/e  pto- 
petty  I^  in  mohgages,  would  ana  have  a  con fiderAle  ad- 
vantage over  the  landed  man.  Uvon  all  thofe  grounds  he^ 
was  for  the  amendment,  an<i  deferring  the  third  rc/ading  for 
three  months.  •    •    .       ./ 

Lord  Haivke/iury  aflertcd    if  the  mcafure  wpon  full  dffcur. 
iioh  was  thought  to  be*  advifcaHe,  ft  waS  advifeabte  toprefsf 
it  immedJatcly—if  any  objedloiT^  to  the   principle  could 
have  bieen  made,-  tht!y  ought  to  have  been  made  at  a.  former 
ftagc  of  the  bill.'  *  The  hon.  Oenrlcman  had  argued  that  the 
introdudion  of  fo  many  new  clatlfi^  fhould  furnilh  ground 
for  delay.     Undoubtedly  in  every  lineafure  of  magnitude  lijce 
the  prefenr,  new  claufcs  muft  be  tritrbduccd ;  but  did  fhe 
hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  contend  that  thefe  new  cTaufcs  had 
introdtjccd  any  new  principle— -if  not,  the  arguments  of  the' 
hon.'-Getxtleman  mull  be  groundlcfs.     Thefe  claufcs  in  (ifX, 
tontamed  nq  new  principle,  they  were  merely  claufcs  in  thc^ 
detail  TO  carry  the  provifions  df  the  bill  into  cfFefl.     Th^re 
couW  be*  no-  grotmd  for  ftirther  delay,   the  bill  hid  been' 
printed  lafl  week,  and  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  third  reading,' 
gentlemen  wiflilng  10  difcufs  the  bill  were  told  by  Ms  right 
hon.  Friend  not  then  prefent  (Mr.  Pittj  that  further  Time 
ivotild  be  given.     In  (hort  there  never  wa?  a  mejafure  whFch 
had  had  a  more  ample  or  a  more  full  difcuffion  allowed ; 
and  from  thr;  ^  was  warranted,  in  inferring  that  it  was  a 
meafurc  which  'had  met  with  the  fahflion  and  approbation* 
of  the  country  at  large.     With  refpcdl  to  thfe  conlUtutianir 
part  of  the  queflion,  and  the  ailertion  of  the  horl*  CchtVe- 
rmn,  that  the  Land  Tax  was  the  conflitutionarfecurity'or 
the  country  ;  when  the  circumftanccs  of  the  country  yy^^uld 
admits  of  its  repeal,  what  then,  according  to  the  aVguments 
of  the  hon.  Genilcnian;  would  become  ot.  the  corimiutional 
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fecurhy  >  Tlie  confHtuti^nll  fecuriry,  he  coneended*  woqM 
tcmain  xht  fzmt  then  as  at  the  prcrent  momenr,  andT  Acre 
woi^ld  be  the  fame  fecority  to  the  public  creditor.  He  deni^ 
that  hnd  was  taxed  iii  anj  Rrcatcr  degree  than  any  oAer  ob- 
jeA— -it  was  not  true  Aat  aH  taxes  fell  upon*  land  eacdofitely ; 
land  was  no  more  taxed  td  proportion  to  offief  property,  than 
as  other  property  becatrie  a  part  of  expenditure.  As  the  VM 
waald  be  ptodudive  of  much  gocxi  and  no  poffiUe  harto  ;  s 
the  claufes-  introduced  were  merely  to'  cany  into  c&A  the 
originat  principle ;  as  this  principle  had*  been  M  agitation  ever 
fbice  the  ad  of  April,  and  the  opinion  of  ttiecoimtry  was  doc 
againftSr,  he  could  fee  no  folid  arguments  that 'coold  be  urged 
a^ainft  its  being  carried  into  iimnediatt  efi^^. 

Mr.  TiZS^  explained. 

Mr.  Ktfbfl^  oppofed  the  general  tenor  of  the  hi!l,  and  ap- 
proved the  itiotion  of  amendment  for  the  propoTed  deby. 

Mr.  Dichnfin  approved  of  the  bill>  and  difapproved  d  tbe 
propofed  delay  of  paffing  it. 

Tte  Houfe  divided. 
(For  the  Amendment  to  poftpone  the  third  reading  to  this  day 

three  months,) 

4'«       -        -        -         -        •'      35\ 
iioti  .        •        •     .  .         1^ 

Mtijoriti    -    -    -  loa 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  propofed  a  claufe,  the  fubftance  dF  whkh 
was,  to  empower  the  Legtilature  to  repeal  the  bil^  jf  qeccf- 
fary»  withotit  a  breach  of  public  faith,  which  l^c  contended 
could  not  be  done  as  the  bill  now  (lood. 

A  Aort  debate  enfued.  Mr.  ifv/fer  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Brgart 
oppofed  the  claufe,  and  Mr.  Bknidan  fuppotted  ir.  ^c  Houjc 
divided.  .    ' 

^yes  (For  bringing  up  the  claufe)     -j     -     iS.^ 

Aiajmiy    -^    v/ 5^  "f 
Several  other  diaufcs  \rere  propofed,  upon  vi^htcli  the  Hauft 
divided  ;  and  the  funher  difcuflxop  on  l^e  bill  was, deferred  to 
the  next  day,  \  ' 

'  The'other  orders;  of  five  day  were  fKpn  ooftponed^  and  the 
Rjiufe  a<fiourned  at  eleven  o'clock.  ^' ' '  ^  ,  -  " 

THE  HOUSE  OF  tpRDSI,  '      '^^  *  ' 
Thursday,  il&jr  31. 

'The  Marqnh  of  Carnarv$n  (as  Baron  Conjers)  took  the 
Oaths  and  bis  Seat. 


ic 
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The  hm^ttsT  jSfSffions.  BiH  was  tcsA  a.  bcQpd^me^  , 

Anumbcr  of  petitions  relative- thfrctp^  jfcime  la  6)Wir,of, 
and  olWrs  ^inft  the  hUf, .  w;crepprefcated  T)y  .t^c  *.^^^  of 
Derby/^wbich  were  ordetcd  to^Ul(lbefcre,^ie,,S^  Com* 
niittce^  to  w5bm  ihp  bill  is  rcfcfl'CtL'^ /i 

The  CbroniUtcc  of  PrJ«iI^<;s,,V*^  tpJwYC.Tat  thil 

flay  for  the  ftirtherconfidcri«tioppfthcJ8elhaYciiPc^  Clauin, 
was  pofipooedpU  Tuefday  next.  ^,'',     /  ' »      .  -  '- 

TIic  fcycral  bills^ hefore,  fh<;,%>»^  w^^^  forwa^d©^  in  tBcif 
rcfpcflive  f  j^^.;  iipopg,  thcfc^was  .the  ComraittcV'of  tjie 
Sheep  Partunrj^Biilt  Vhich  fliopd  committed,  Accordin^y 
the  Houfe  rel^n^dj^fdf  into  a  Committee  thcrepii^5iO|lLQrd 
Walfingham  harii^takpirtiije chair,    ,  J   ,     "  \K 

The  Duie  of  Norfolk  objcaed  to  thfj  Jbill^  firftj^troo  tlie 

Eneral  gfounidsy. as. CQixfiderioglhat^ though  itsicBtds.ipight 
calcuwted  for  tome  fituationsim^thc  coiiatry^yctio  ptlicrsit 
WQuld  operate  injurioufly,  and  in  iome  diftri£ls  it  was  titmeceC- 
fary.  I'hc  mealure  "was  an  important  one,  and  very  queltion- 
able ;  and  in  this  view,  he  fubmitted  it  to  their  Lofdfliips^ 
whether.it  would  not  be  better  to  let  thiibill  iie  oyer  until  the 
hext  Sefiidns,  "when  they  could  be  better  informed  upon  the 
fubje6):,  and  know  better  how  to  remedy  the  evils  w^ich  the 
bill  zifdSttd  to  remove.  However,  fhould  the  Committee 
think  Sitferently,  and  their  Lordfhips  determine  to  proceed 
with  theT>ill9  be  would  end^iivoar  to  mend  one  of  the  claufes 
in  partfcular,  which  hie  thobgjii  highly.  ob|e£UQnabIe «;  i^  al« 
luded  to.thatproviUon  which  wcnjttocpipowerany^man^Jjlay 
informations  before  a  magift rate,  th^t  any  partioijar  flock pr 
docks  of  fhecD  contained  among  them  Ibme  infet^dionjes  ;..and 
the  perf6n  fo  mformin^,  was  authaifired  tp  receiyp  a  warrAOt 
/ronvthe  magiftrates  for  feizing  and^  feparating  tb^m,  froip  the 
rcft^jih  order  to  imjxsund  them,  previous  to  whiqh  laA  prpcoed*  - 
irigdnly,  he  wis  to  give  to  the  owner  of  the  'flock:  fix  h^rs'no** 
tice.  lie  thought  iqch  a  provi()Qi\,  would  operate. as  a  peculiar 
liard{hip  upon  tne  (heep-owners,  and  imagined  thari^e  notice 
fiiould  t)c^iven  to  the  owners^  fix  hours  before  the  informer 
began  &ii  procefs  of  feparaiing  and  driving  the  infe^ed  (heep. 

7ff^^ip!f?JpfifpJ(f  ^^^^yfi^f  tibial fuph  an  ali^sra^jonweuld 
^ntir^)^  da'/awav  tW  effed  ot.yjjciJ^ii.^B  ^?ui(|  jn  tte 
whole;  bul.'  'Were  the  noticc"to'1)c"  given  pTeil6}x^i;jf^^\6Jl^ 
ewners,  l^e  wpuld^lk,  Mfh^t  lycfpUcyrpcpt  t)tie  gwflcaf'oai 
taking  'away  the  inTcAcd  Aocp^^ej^^  fck  ^^J^mVO^ 

fome  (hort  (pace  of  tim/e,  andt^en  retiimmg  theniagam  into 
the  body  of  the  &>^/  His  l^iOi^Atr),  dwnded  the  bill  ge- 
oeraUy,  and  faia;'ltut  regulation^  pi  the  kind  were  much 
Vol.  11.  17^8.        \       '  4E^  ^      .  wanted.. 
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wanted.  He  inftanced  feveral  parts  of  tke  coQnny»  wberea 
condderable  mortality.  pmvsiUed  amGoag: the- flocks  in  confe- 
quence  pf  the  precautions^  «nfc>r9cd  by  thf  bill  not  being  taken, 
and  wherc^,the  wool  had*  been  materially  *damaged»  in  fomc 
cafes,  thbugh  the  life  dfthe^ animal  Whsprefcrvcd;  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  bril  oti]ght  to  p2Jk  this  Seffion ;  fnjt  bacl  no  ob- 
jeSioh  tb  a  delay  in  its  pitlgreft 'fis^^a  ^w  da'ys»  in  order  that 
any  ix>lnt  which,  on  mature  deliberation »  miy.be  fband  really 
objeftionable,  (hould  be  ariiepdedp  •'  -  .'      ' 

After  fome  exphnatofj  ccfriycrfotlon  between*  the  ttoBk 
Duke  and  his 'Lordfliip,  the',Olrali-man  waid%fe(Std  to  report 
profflnefs,-and  aik  leave  to  fiti^^n^i  atid,  <hli  ntiqfe  trfuming, 
the  Oomrnittee  was  ordered  toiiVafciin bn  ^fedncfday  next. 

lAriHolMaid  rofe  in  cdnteqtience  of  the  notice  be  had  given 
fome  days  fiwee/  that  it  w^rhis  im^ntion  to  mo^e  for  a  bill  to 
extent!*  the  hetiefit  of  the  Hab^ai  Corpus  h&  to  Arthor  0*Con- 

•  nor/Ef(f.  who  had  been  acqiiif%e<)  on  an  indidment  for  High 
Treafon  at  Maidftonc.  Thfc  temper  in  which  the  Hnafe  was, 
when  he  dated  his  intention,  rendered  it  intprbper  ^  him 
then  to  fulfil  his  piirpofe,  but  nothing  that  he  h^d  beatd 'in  ar- 
gument that  nighr,  nor  any  thing  that  he  had  fo«m]  upon  far- 
tiler  enquiry  without  doofs,  led  him  in  t!)e  fimaUeft'degree  to 

,  alter  his  opinion  on  the  fubiedl,  but  as  Mr.  O^C6hntHr' had 
been  fent  out  of  the  kin^^oRi,  fuch  a  bill,  as  he  meant  to  move 
for,  could  be  of  no  avail  ^  ih^t  gentleman^  and  therdbre  he 
rofe  to  ftate  to  then*  Lordihips  the  reafim  for  htf  declining  to 
mov&  the  bill  in  qucftian. '  Afioihcr  reafon  for  his  decFmiif  to 
do'fov  was  this:  he  underftood  MraO'Comior,  flood  itt-a 
Ctuation  likely  to  render  him  the  fubjeft  of  a  criminal  pn^« 
cution  and  trial  tp  a  Court  of  Juftice  \i\  Ireland,  and  cbet^bre, 
he  ednceived  the  further  agitation  of  what  had  paSki  at  NSaid* 
ftonp^  at  prefent  ^ight  he  of  dtfadvantage  tq  tharGendemiiii^ 
confederiog  the  drficate  circumftinces  in  which  he-was.  jflaccd., 
'  Th^iccoml  reading  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker's  Divorce Qiil^  oq 
^fdt  the  HouCe  was  fumihoned,  ^^as  deferred  titir^Thurfday 

*-■  hiithe  coinfe  of  die  evcmn^,  a  cohrMkqr^b{e:nianniber  of  bilk 
were  prefented  by  different  Gentlemen  from  the  Hooie  of 
Ccomihoas^;  ^^J^  werer  raoftly  private^  or  hjiis  ivtuAed  with 
liineifdnbentsJ  The  Armorial  Bearings  Dili  tyfiiH  Was.  tpie* 
fented  by  Mr.  Hobart,  and  read  a  Jirft  time  i  ai  were  the  feve* 
ral  other  bills  above  alluded  to.  '•.■'.: 

At  fix  o'clock  the  Hoafe  adjourned  till  flic  ne^t  day. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

TTbe  Order  of  the  Day  upon  t^  Ncwfpapcr  JBill  was  de- 
ferred loTucfday  next,  on  the  motion  otthc  Attorn^  Qe^eraf. 
The  JiiQtney  GfTuvai  theti».  puriuaot  to  noticei  mov^d  for 
leave  to  briiig.  \y\  a  bill  for  prQveDting  his  Majefly't  fubje(5ts 
from  voluntanly  repairing  to  or  residing  in  Fr;inc«,  or  other 
countries,  io  ho^ity  with  bi&  M^jpfty,.  apd  for  preventing 
traiterous  correfpondcnce  withhis  Majefty's  enemies.  He  faid 
he  did  not  ihiiiU  it  ueceflary  to  ibtc  lo  the  Houfe  the  former 
adts  upon  t^J?.  fvbje^t;  in  the  .reign  of  King  Wiil^na- and 
Queen  Anne,  and  alfo  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second.  By 
an  aft  of  tiie  34th  of  his  prcfent  Majefty,  repairing  to  France 
was  a  mifdemeanor  pilnifliabJe  with  iix  aiociths  impii(Dnnaent ; 
but  being  ia»  and  voluntarily  refidirie  in  Fraoce,  was  not 
punifbsblc  by  any  h&,  that  he  kqew  of.  The  cfrcumftaitces 
of  the  country  were  fucli,  that  l\e  trufled  the  Houfe  would  fee 
the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  meafue  as  thi$.  Should  they  allow  him 
to  bring  in  the  bill,  he  (l)ould  ptopofe  reading  it  fora  firft  lime 
'to-day  wiih  a  view  of  having  it  printed,  and  read  a.fecoodttme 
oil  Wednefday,  Leave  being  given^  the  bill  was  bfxmgbt  ia 
imntediatdy;  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
tijrte  on  VVtfdaiefJa.jr  next,  and -to  be  printed. 

Mr.  St  John  gave  notice»  that  he  (hould  on  Wcdnefday  next 
bsins;  forwarda  mptioi>  refpe£iing  Mr,  Arthur  O'Connor.  . 

The  bill  for  making  a  certain  allowance  to  bakers,  on  ac-- 
count  of  ihe  new  duty  00  falt»  witt  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or» 
dered  to  be  conunitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the 
next  ^ay-  ^ 

.  Tte  farther  confidertion  of  the  report  relpeAing  the  treat* 
roeiltof  ptrfoDeriof  war,  was  deferred  to  that  day  fe^Dnighr. 
The.Hnufethcn  proceeding  on  the  Order  of  the  Day ,  on  the 
Ltmd  Ij'ax  fitU,  the  Soliaur  Gev^al  propofed  a  claufe»  pur* 
portiri^ltWat' where  atiy  additional  Land-taK  (hould  bcchaj'ged, 
thbtthe  })iiopieltors  >of  fuch  lityA  ffaall  be  empowered  to  dedud 
what  they  may  have  pi  id  to  the  former  land-tax,  and  that  any 
additionaiJancUtak'AMuld  attach  ufton  thjp  improved  value  of 
theJancL' 

iAt»  Bujoton  oppofin)  the  claufe,  'becanfeit  feemed  to  favour 
of  pn  additional  krid-tax,  a  mdafure  Which  he  hoped  wottid 
i|cver  he  permitted  u>  take  place.      ' 
The  Houfe  then  divided, 

,jfyes  (For.the  claufe)     -...,-     -    •  .   40 

Majority     ■-     -     -       3 
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Several  Amendments  were  then  made^  in  the  body  of  the 
bill. 

On  the  quedion  for  rcjc^ing  the  cUvtk  in  the  bill,  to  ex- 
empt tMe  improved  value  of  any  eftate  from  any  future  land- 
taX|  the  Houfe  again  dividbf, ' 

-A^o^j  ^For  rejeSttig'Aeclaufc)        -     -    ja 
jijiS  -  -  .  47 

Majority    -     -     -      i^ 
at  laft,  the  queftion  being  put  fer  paffing  tbd  the  bill. 
Jycs  (For  the  rootioni    -----    66 
JVtf«        -        .        -        -        -        .      ij 

Majority     -     •     -     55 

The  bill  was  the  pafled  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the 
liords. 

The  bill  for  raifing  a  corps  of  Miners,  &c.  was  read  a  (e- 
cond  time. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  a  bill  for  the  r^;ulation  of  the  prov»- 
fionat  force  of  cavalry.  Read  a  firfl  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
jtad  a  fecund  time  the  next  day. 

The  hi  J I  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  bafe  coin^  was 
lead  a  fecond  time»  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Cocn- 
mittee  of  the  whok  Houfe  the  next  day. 

HAT    DUTY 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  duty  payable  on  hats, 

Mr.  RofeiM^  he  ftiould  propofe  to  extend  this  duty  to  all 
hats  or  caps,  of  whatever  materials  they  (h^uld  be  made,  with 
certain,  fpccified  exemptions.  This  regulation  became  ne- 
ceflary  in  confequence  of  the  duty  having  been  fo  much  evaded 
by  hats  and  caps  being  made  of  leather  and  other  materiais,  by 
which  hatters  were  confiderably  injured,  and  the  revenue  de- 
frauded. He  therefore  moved  a  rclclution,  that  the  rates  and 
duties  now  payable  on  hats,  Ihajl  be  levied  on  all  hats,  caps^ 
s^nd  h'nncis,  o(  whatever  materials  the  fame  are  made,  except 
cotton  or  linen,  and  ciiip  and  draw  hats  qr  bonnets  worn  by 
females.   Faffed.     Reports  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  indemnifying  Governors,  Lieuttnant  Govern- 
ors, and  pe^fons  ading  ;is  fuch  in  the  Wcn-Indin  iflands,  who 
have  periTiitrt  d  the  importation  or  expori^fion  of  goods  and 
commodities  in  foreign  bottoms,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
paffed. 

Tiie  U^ufe  proceeded  to  take  the  report  oT  the  Slave  Carry- 

ing 
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jng  bill  into  further  confidcration-  Sir  W.  Dolben  moved  that 
the  report  be  rc-coromitted. 

This  motion  fjave  rife  to  a  lonr  convctlation  between  Sir 
fViUiam  DMen,  M«.  fVilhirffxru^  Mr.  ff^dliam  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Ryder,  who  fupported  the  recomqnutpaeut;  ^ind  Mr  SewelU 
Coloivcl  Gafcoigney  General  TmU^on^  and  Mr.  Denty  who  op- 
pofed  it.  the  recommitment  was  however  carried  without  a 
divifion.     Adjourned. 

■  II  ■  ^  »■. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Jiint  i. 

The  Royal  aflent  was  given  by  Comraiflion  to  four  public 
bjlls,  and  eight  private  bills. 

TTie  CommiffiQn^ r§  were  the  Lor4  Chancellery  x\\i^,I^uke  of 
Portland,  and  the  Earl  of  Chefler field,  '  *      ^       . 

The  Sdicit$r  Getural  brougli^  up  the  Land  Tax. Bill ;  read  * 
a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  feqonu  time  on  Tucfday. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRI!>AY,  Jukej. 

The  Edinburgh  Ale  and  Beer  Bill  pafled'  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfc,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  rccetvorf  on 
Tuefday  next. 

The  B»ll  for  makinc:  an  allowance  in  certain  ^afes  ^o  Subal- 
tern Officers  in  ti'iic  of  peace  was  rend  a  fcconrl  time,  and  or- 
dered to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Tu<*ri'av. 

Mr,  Ho/e.  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  iSe  faiarics  and  emoluineiits  of  the 
Commiflionersof  Salt  in  F.ngland  ana  Scotland,  and  of  Officers 
employed  under  them.     Ordered. 

MrSDKMr{A*^OR    COST    BILL. 

Mr.  P(rf'ival  moved  ihe  Order  c(  the  Day,  on  the  bill  for 
allowing  cofts  in  c  ift  s  of  mlfd^mcanor,  t)  be  p.iidout  of'County 
rates  ;  which    viii,  rhai  rhc  bill  be  read  a  third  time.  * 

Mr.  Afainwfirlng  )i)[»ofcd  the  principle  ..>rthe  bill,  and  mov- 
fA  an  amenjijicnt ;  thst  inftead  of  the  word  **  noW,"  **  this 
day  three  niMiths'*  be  fubftituted. 

A  fliorr  debate  took  place,  and  the  Houfe  divided.  '      •    - 
Jyes  (For  the  amendment)     -         -       -     12 
tlois         --•,--       25 

Majority     -     -     -     13 

Mr. 
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Mn  Afainwaring  then  prapofed  to  amend  the  bill  by  kaiTiii^ 
ont  the  words  '*  hot,  rout/or  unlawftil  aflkmbly." 

Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  BtiXtw;  Mr-  y.  H.  Brawn,  Mr.  FanfiUart, 
and  Mr.  Bragg^f  oppofedtli^aaicadfiiont,  which- was  ncgarivt^. 

Mr.  Burton  propofed  an  amendment,  which  had  fbf  icsobjed 
to  mcYude  the  cafes  of'  efcape,  or  attempts  toercape,  of  pdtaosm 
in  kgal  cuftody  ;  this  amendment  was  adopted* 

After  which  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pmScd,^ 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/birgton,  moved  that  the  Order  of  the  Dar 
for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  Port  of  London  Improvement  Bil) 
be  difchargedy  and  that  it  be  read  a  fecoad  time  oit  Tucfiar 
next. 

FROTECTlb'N    OF    TRADE. 

Mr.  Rofe  obferved,  that  if  the  Houfe  (Iiould*  %ree  to  gr>  into 
a  Oommittee  on  the  Exports,  and  imports  Bill)  he  woulil  laett- 
\j  propoie  fome  amendments  and  the  filling  up  of  the  clatafes, 
and  thrn  move  for  the  priming  of  iti  that  Gentlemen  ro^&t 
thus  be  aifFonkd  tiine  U>  cpnfider  of  it  with  that  cooIii^6  and 
gravity  which  fo  imforl^nt  a  meafnre  demanded. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a'Committee  on  this  biU|  Arlr.  SayarJ 
JO  the  Cliair^ 

A  converfation  tocJc  place  between  Meffrs  HMmfe^  Jtjdir, 
Rofe  and  SewellytdzUvc  lo  the  (atliog  of  oonvoy. 

Mr,  Ro/e  pro^iofed  an  amendment,  that  nothing  contained 
ia  the  bill  fliould  extend  to  veflels  failing  coaftways  or  to  Iic^ 
landt  which  facing  adopted,  the  Committee  went  through  die 
hilt  i  and  the  report  being  rece'^ved,  it  was  or4ered  to  be  reoitn* 
mitted  on  Wednefday  nekt, 

The  Mditia  Pay  KJl  was  committed. 

The  report  on  the  Salt. Duty  Bill  vns  received,  and  a.  fail} 
<Mrdered.to  l>e  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  reftrfations, 

Qn  the  Motion  of  Mr,  Henry  Thornton  the  further  coofidera- 
tion  of  the  Sbvep-reQraining  B;ll  was  detierred  tiU  Thnrtday. 

The  bill  for  piobibiting  the  Exportation  of  bafe  Coin,  &c. 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  &c.  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  tiflie^  and 
ordered.to  be  cQipmitfied  on  TudEcIay.  n0Xt. .. 

The  SKkffiX  Draw«back  Bill  was  read  a  thitid  cime^  atid  paflbL 

The  Committee&.of  -Supply  and  tot  Way»  and  JUkans  wece 
^eferced  till  Wednefday  oett»  ...     * 

.  The.other  Orders  of  tiuD  Day  wenr theadi^fisd  of,.aad  the 
E^ufCiacyounnd.  tidl  T«c£lay. 

tORDS 
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'HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TtlESDAV,  jKJff>5. 
PEfiRAG15  0>'  BELrfAVfeW   ANb   STETNtoW,  ' 
The  Hbufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  ot  Privileges^ 
Lord  Wallingham  in  the  chair. 

The  Duke  of  Lteds  moved  a  refolLUion,  relative  to  an  entry 
on  tlic  Journals  refpedihg  Baron  Conyeis's  taking'  his  feat, 
which  aicertained  his  fon's  prccj^dency  \  it  was  acquiefced  ia 
by  the  Committee,  '      .  i 

Their  Lordihips  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  claim  of 
William  Hamilton,  of  Wifliam,£fq,  the  Peerage  of  Belhaveii 
and  Steinton. 

The  Attorney  General  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  fubmitted 
to  the  Commntee  the  propriety  of  granting  fuYther  time  to 
fearch  for,  and  prepare  evidenire  againflf  what  had  been  ad- 
vanced on  the  part  of  the  Claimant,  particularly  in  what  re- 
fpe£ied  the  Return  of  1758.     Some  ftirther  time,  heobfcrv* 
cd,  would  be  neceffary  for  the  infpefiion  of  certain  Familf 
Records,  to  in v'eftigate  the  authenticity  of  part  of  the  Clairtnant't 
evidence,  and  to  enable  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  to  fub- 
mit  certain  condderations  to  their  Lotdfhips  upon  the  fabje^ 
On  thefe  grourtdd,  he  deemed  it  his  doty  to  fubmit  16  tl?e  C5om^ 
mittee,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  poftpone  the  far- 
ther coniideration  of  the  bufinefs  until  the  next  Sefliori?     In 
this  view,  he  coufd  not  help  obferving,  that  the  Claimant  had 
come  forward  on  this  bccafion  fo  long  ae[o  as  the  year*  1795, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  prefent  year  that  he  could  difcover,'  or 
difclofe  to  their  Lord(hips,  what  he  deemed  mod:  efientia(  to 
his  caufe.     The  interval  which  paffed  fince  the  hft  ntting  of 
the  Committee,  had  proved  to  be  infufficient  to  enable  thofe 
who  held  the   clsfirn  to   be  unfounded,    to  meet  the  far£ts 
adduced  in 'favour  thereof  by  good  atid  fufficient  evidence,  and 
whkh  they  did  tot  defpair  of  obtaining  agaittft  the  period  he 
alluded  to;  '  -  '  >« 

Mr.  Jdam  faid  a  few  words'  in  behiilf  of  the  evidence  ad- 
duced fbmthDGInttnam^  and  thought  that  the  pei^od.at&rft're*' 
quind'byjilUe  Law  Officers  of  the  CroWn  was  amply  filffieient' 
to  procure  the  evidence  they  wi(bed  far,  if  fuch  ei^ifled.^ 
mTi\A  jhtormy  GiMifat  replied^  10  weAild  rather  b^  unreafon- 
aoleto  allow  thofe  on  one  fide  of^cbe  ^ucfttoa-orn^^afbtt^ 
night,  to  obtain  that  for  which  the  other  fide  were  aUowed 
thr^e.years. 
After  the  counfel  had  withdrawn, 

Tht 
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Mr.  Mainwaring  t^en  proppfied  to  amend  the  bill  by  leading 

ont  the  words  "  riot,  rout,  or  iinJawfat  itkaMj.*' 

Mr.  Ryder^  Mr.  B$iXi9»;y  Mu  Ji  if.  Brown,  Mr.  VanJiUart^ 

and  Mr.  Braggif  ppppTe^tl^^^iPCVidfnontt  wbich*W2S  negatived. 
Mr.  S^rton  propofed  an  amendment,  which  had  fof  it^objcA 

to  rnclude  the  cafes  of  efcnpe,  or  attempts  to  efci^pe^  of  {iiifohcK 

in  legal  cuftody  ;  this  am^n^n^ent  was,adopted% 

Alter  which  the  bill  wa$  reacf  a  third  time  and  |)a0ed.^ 
Mr.  Alderman  Lujhingt on ^r\ovc6  that  the  OrcJci:  of  the  Day 

for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Port  of  London  Improvement  Bill 

be  difcharged,  and  that  it  be  read  s^  fecond  ,timc  on  Tue&by 

next. ' '  •  ,         .'"'•'.'♦. 

frotectioVj  of  trade. 

Mr.  Rd/c  obferved,  that  ifthe  Houfe  OK>uId  agree  to  go  into 
a  Oommicte)9  on  the  Exports  an4  imports  Billi  he  woqM  iiienp* 
ly  propoie  fpme  am/endments  9nd  the  filling  vipof  the  claofes, 
atid  thfi?  moye  for  the  .printing  of  iti  that  Gentlemen  might 
thu3  he.  a^fforded  time  €0  cpn&Jer  of  it  with  that  cooln^&  fad 
gravity  which  fo  imfiort^nt  a  meafure  demanded. 

The  Houfe  went  into  ai'Committee  on  diis  bill)  Mr.  Serjcati 
in  the  Chair. 

A  conveffation  took  place  between  Meiirs  Hokboufe^  Kjder, 
^oji  and  S^ft^/Z/y-reiative  to  the  failing  of  Gonyoy. 

jMr,  Rq/c  profiofed  an  amendment,  that  nolbibg  oontainQd 
in  tha  bill  Hiould  extend  to  v^flels  failing  coaftways  or  to  Iit^ 
landt  whi^h  tieing  i^pted^  the  Committee  went  throogh  die 
}>ilt ;  and  the  report  being  received^  it  w^  ordered  to  be  recom* 
milted  on  Wednefday  nekt* 

Xbe  Militia  Pay  Bill  was  committed. 

The  report  on  tlie  Salt, Duty  Bill  was  received,  and  a  faijl 
order^d^to  be  bioDght  in  purfaant  to  the  refototions, 

Qn  ^he  Mot^n  of  Mt.  Henry  Thorntim  tbefurther  confidera- 
iion  of  the  Stavep-reftraintng  BUI  was  deterred  till  Thoriday. 

The  bill  fyr  prohibiting  %\tti  Exportation  of  bafe  Cdiiv  &c* 
to  the  Weil  Indies,  &cc.  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  tisiic».  anal 
ordered. to, be  cotpiuiteed  on  Tuctlay  ivJXt. ,    :  i  ? 

The  S^gar  Draw^back  Bill  wasxead  a  ithiridj  ciOle^  and  pMfBaL 

Thf;  Committees,  of  Aipply;>nd  <rf.  Way^^anJd  Means  wexe 
^eferted.tiU  Wedncfdiayoe*!. :  .     :  ....  >/' 

The^o^her  Orders  oitiw  Day  wenrtheadi^fisd  of^^uid  thf 
Hpufe^^c^joiHrncditiJI.TisdHay,  - 

tORDS 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TtJESDAV,  J«IW  5. 
PtBRAGE   OJ'  BELBfAVfcW   ANb   STEINtok,  ' 

The  Hbufe  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Piiyllcges^ 
Lord  Wallingh am  in  the  chair. 

The  Duke  of  L^eds  moved  a  refolatlon,  relative  to  an  entry 
on  the  Journals  refpeflihg  Baron  Conyers's  taking  his  feat, 
which  afcertained  his  fon'5  precedency  j  it  was  accj[uicfcc<l  in 
by  the  Committee.  i 

Their  Lordlhips  refumed  the  confidcration  of  the  claim  of 
William,  Hamilton,  of  Wifliam,  Efq.  the  Peerage  of  Belhaveii 
and  Stein  ton. 

The  Attornef  Gfnfralf  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  fubmitted 
to  the  Committee  fhe  propnety  of  granting  fuYther  time  to 
fearch  for,  and  prepare  evidence  againft  what  had  been  ad- 
vanced on  the  part  of  the  Claimant,  particularly  in  what  re- 
fpeded  the  Return  of  1758.  Some  further  time,  heobferv- 
cd,  would  be  neceffary  for  the  inrpeflion  of  certain  Familf 
Records,  to  inv^ftigatc  the  authenticity  of  part  of  the  CliimantV 
evidence,  and  to  enable  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  to  fub- 
mit  certain  confideratiorrs  to  their  Lotdihips  upon  the  fubjeA. 
On  thefe  grounds,  k^  deemed  it  his  daty  to  fubmit  to  tbe  C5om^ 
mittee,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  poftpone  the  far- 
ther confideration  of  the  bufinefs  until  the  next  Seffiori  I  In 
this  view,  he  couid  not  help  ohferving,  that  the  Claimant  had 
come  forward  on  this  Occalion  fo  long  a^o  as  the  jrear^  I79S» 
and  it  was  not  until  the  prefent  year  that  he  could  uifcover,'  or 
difclofe  to  their  Lordihips,  whrit  he  deemed  moft  efientia(  to 
bis  caufe*  The  interval  which  pafled  fince  the  laft  fitting  of 
the  Commiteee,  had  proved  to  be'  infufficient  to  enable  thofe 
who  held  the  claim  to  be  unfounded,  to  meet  the  h&% 
adduced  in 'flivour  thereof  by  good  and  fuflicient  evidence,  and 
which  they  did  tiot  defpair  of  obtaining  againft  the  period  he 
alluded  to;  '  •  >« 

Mr*  Jdam  faid  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  the  evidence  ad- 
duced ibinth^oGiaiiiianiti  and  thought  that  the  perfod.at  firft're-' 
qniDDd.by.die  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  was  aiiiply  foffieient 
to  procure  the  evidence  they  wiihed  far,  if  fuch  e^iiied.  - 
.  T^hcJtitormy  G^xmit  rcpiiedi  it  would  rather  te  unreafen* 
aolc  to  allow  thofe  on  one  fide  of  tbe  queftioDonly  afortS' 
night,  to  obtain  that  for  which  the  other  fide  were  allowed 
tbr^e:  years. 

After  the  counfel  had  withdrawn, 

Th# 
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The  Bijbop  efRochf/kr  faid,  he  had  hitherto  abftained  from* 
.faying  one  word  on  the  fubjed  in  the  full  hope  and  confidence^ 
that  it  would  not  have  been  taken  further  notice  of,  but  that  the 
bill  would  have  been  tuffered  to  flnk  into  everlafling  reft.  He 
did  not  mean  to  oppofe  its  going  into  a  Committee,  becaufc  he 
trufted  it  would  come  out  of  the  Committee,  a  very  diiFrrent 
thing  from  what  it  was  at^refent.  The  bill  apparently  was 
an  unobjedionable  one,  but  when  fully  e>amined,  aird  the 
bearings 'of  it  were  duly  feen  and  confidered,  it  wouid  be 
found  to  contain  moremifchief,  than  their  Lordihips  might 
have  imagined.  The  bill  profefled  to  embrac;  two  objeAss 
viz.  to  enforce  the  perfonal  attendance  of  the  clerks  in  the 
refpedive  public  offices,  the  other  to  aboIiOi  the  number  of 
holidays  in  thofe  offices.  With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
ebjed\s  he  could  fee  no  objection,  though  he  fliould  have 
imagined  that  a  legiflative  provifion  would  not  have  beca 
neceflary,  but  that  the  fuperiors  in  each  office  were  of 
€ourfe  invelled  with  fufficient  authority  to  enforce  the  due  at- 
tendance of  the  clerks  and  oblige  them  to  continue  a  dili- 
gent difcharge  of  their  duty.  If,  however,  the  fuperiors  had 
no  fuch  authority,  he  had  no  objection  to  give  it  them  by  an 
^t  of  Parliament.  It  was  to  the  fecond  object,  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  number  of  holidays  that  he  objected,  as  that  vras 
by  no  means  fo  inncxrent  a  meafure  as  the  framers  of  the  biU 
might  have  imagined.  Thefe  holidays  w^re  of  three  forts^ 
feftivals  of  the  church,  holidays  of  pojitical  ufage,  fuch  as 
the  Martyrdom  of  Charles  the  Firft,  the  Popifb  Plot,  &c. 
ice,  and  holidays  kept  in  compliment  to  the  birth  days  of  the 
Royal  Family.  The  firft,  the  feftivals  of  the  church,  were 
fuch  as  thofe  great  and  good  men,  and  wife  and  virtuous 
ftatefmen,  the  antient  reformers  had  felected,  and  were  re* 
tained  under  the  act  of  Edward  the  Firft.  But  it  was  to  be 
obfcrved  they  were  not  conftituted  by  that  ftatute;  they 
were  of  much  higher  and  more  antient  origin,  as  old  iodeed 
as  Chrifti^lnity  itfclf.  The, act  of  Edward  the  Firft  retained 
fuch  as  the  reformers  thought  it  right  to  refervc,  after  abo» 
lifting  a  great  number  of  others,  that  made  a  part  of  the 
fuperftitious  obfervances  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  which 
were  not  confiftent  with  the  principles  of  the  reformed  re- 
ligion. There  were  his  Lordihip  faid,  fifty-five  holidays,  or 
as  they  were  commonly  called  red  letter  days  in  the  Ca- 
lendar,  cxclufive  of  the  Sundays  ;  twenty-one  of  thefe,  vrerc 
religious  feftivals,  and  formed  a  fundamental  part  of  the 
cftabliflied  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England^  and  furely  if 

there 
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there  was  any  defed  in  our  ecclefiaflical  eftabHOiment,  it 
was  the  want  of  forms,  and  the  negligent  dbfervance  of 
thofe  exifting,  which  were  fo  ncceflary  to  infpire  refpeft  and 
revei^ence,  and  which  by  fixing  the  imagination  of  the  people 
on  fcrious  obje6ls,  tend  to  regulate  their  condu^l^  and  indisce  , 
a  decent  behaviour  knd  due  attention  to  religious  duties*. 
This  was  not  a  proper  time  ralhly  and  wantonly  to  abolifh 
religious  forms  ^  if  the  country  was  16  be  favcd,  either  in  its 
civil  ijlftitutions  or  its  ecclefiaftical  eftahlifliments,  it  mail 
be  by  a  ftrift  attention  to  the  forms  which  the  church  r^-- 
quired  as  conne6led  with  the  principles  of  religion^  Stazg 
fuper  antiquas  v/as,  was  the  maxim  which  ought  10  regulate 
our  condu6\  in  fuch  a  crifis.  Of  the  religious  holidays  or 
feftivals  of  the  church  only  three  were  left  untouched*  but 
more  refped  had  been  paid  by  the  framers  of  the  bill  to 
holidays  of  political  ufage.  It  was  therefore  only  from  a 
hope  and  expefiation  of  materfal  alterations  in  the  Commit-* 
tee,  fome  of  which  hjB  meant  to  propofe,  that  he  refrained 
from  opposing  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

The  Lord  'hanctUor  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid.  ho  fell 
himfelf,  as  no  doubt  the  Hou<c  did,  highly  indebted  to  ^he 
Rev.  and  learned  Prelate,  for  the  very  able  manne  in  which ' 
he  had  entered  into  the  objed  of  the  bill,  explained  the  nature 
of  the  holidays  kept  generally  ever  iince  the  paflfing  of  the 
fiatute  of  Edward  the  Sixth*  and  the  light  he  had  thiown 
upon  the  hiftory  of  that  (latutCy  which,  as  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  correal ly  dated,  did  not  inftitutc  and  origin<^ 
ate  the  church  feftivals  hitherto  obferved ;  feftivals  that  were 
founded  on  the  confent  of  Chriftians  of  every  defcription  in 
all  ages,  but  merely  refcued  and  retained  them  in  uie  as  fit 
to  be  duly  kept,  fetting  afide  and  rejcding  at  the  fame  .ime, 
numberlefs  fuperftitious  ceremonies  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  no  longer  ncceflary  to  be  obferved  in  this  country 
after  the  Reformation.  He  owned  that  the  bill  had  appeared 
to  him  iii  a  difFerent  point  of  view,  till  the  noble  and  learned 
Prelate  did  him  the  favour  to  communicate  his  fentiments 
upon  It,  and  having  heard  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their 
Lordfhips  that  day,  the  knowledge  that  the  right  Rev.  Pre- 
late had  difplayed  on  the  fubject,  he  muft  confcf^  it  was 
evident  that  the  framers  of  the  bill  had  paid  too  liitle  attenr 
tion  to  it  in  making  To  fw^  epiqg  an  abolition  of  boli^ays^ 
without  having  at  all  confidercd  the  diiFcrent  groui^df:  on 
w^hich  the  three  fpcri^s  of  holidays  chumcraieil  by  the  learn- 
ed Prelate  ftood,  and  the  nature  of  their  original  inftitution. 
4  F  2  The 
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The  light  in* which  he  had  regarded  the  bill  as  containing 
matted  of  objeai  ud  was. of  another  kind.  He  thought  it  noe 
quite  juftifiablcy  aay  morp  than  it  wa$  neceflary  to  coerce 
by  act  of  ParKament,  the  conftant  and  daily  attendance  of  aU 
the  clerks  of  every  deCci-iptiQp  in  public  offices^  and  that  far 
thefe  two  obvious  reafons  :  many  of  them,  when  they  enter- 
ed into  the  public  fer vice,  did  fo  upon  the  idea  that  they 
were  only  to  give  up  a  ceruin  point  of  their  tiu}e  to  the  dif> 
charge  of  their  refpectSye  official  doties«  and  in  entertaining 
that  ideai  they  were  warranted  and  fupportcd  by  the  cfta- 
blifhed  uiage.  which  had  prevailed  uninterriipicdly  for  a  coo* 
fiderable  number  of  years ;  and  again,  every  man  muft  be 
^ware,  that  certain  departments  of  office  from  their  very  na- 
ture could  only  reqtfire  an  attendance  on  fptrcific  times  and 
occafions,  when  the  bii flnefs  of  thofe  departments  was  ready 
for  the  difpatch  it  required  at  the  hands  of  the  officers  and 
clerks  employed  in  them.  There  was  therefore  confiderable 
weight  and  propriety  in  the  obfervations  of  the  noble  ~at»l 
learned  Prelate,  that  the  beads  of  the  different  oifices.  ought 
to  be  vcftcd  with  authority  to  compel  attendance  when  nccer- 
iary,  as  they  muft  of  all  others  be  moil  cotnpctent  tajud|ge 
of  that  neceflity.  The  bill  certainly  involved  ferious  and 
weighty  conHderations,  and  as  a  bill  of  civil  pcilicy,  contain- 
ing fome  ufcful  Regulations,  was  well  entitled  to  theatten- 
tion.of  their  Lordihips,  and  otight  to  go  to  a  Coroaiittee,  in 
which  tl^e  alterations,  that  might  remove  all  objection*  could 
bed  be  made.  ^ 

On.thc  queAion  put,  the  bill  was  committed  for  Tburfday, 
to  a  Comm  ttec  of  the  w}H)le  Houfe. 

Adjourned  to  the , next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

!-    Tuesday,  Ja/it  5. 

ATr.  JVillofctTcc  faid,  that  it  was  now  fome  time  fince  he 
gave  notice  of  biinging  forward  a  very  important  moCKMi; 
im.cc  that  ikiv  be  had  convcrfed  with  fcvci  »l  of  his  frien4&  uppn 
the  fubjcdl  of  Ills  intended  motion  \  the  nrt'ult  of  whicl|  was, 
tliat  ylia^ever  his  feelings  might  be,  he  th',uaht  it  was  not.  like- 
ly that  the  motion  he  wiihed  to  have  brought. for  ward  on.thc 
fubjecEl  would  meet  fuch  a  reception  in  tliat  Houfe,  as  to  ren- 
der it  probable  it  would  he  produ6livc  of  the  good  he  hoped  for; 
and  therefore  he  fhould  not  make  his  intended  motion.  He 
v.ifhcd,  however,  to  do  away  a  mifundcrdanding  that  had  pre- 
vailed 
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▼ailed  with  regard  to  his  intention  upon  this  fui^cft,  whetliec 
it  arofe  from  any  inaccuracy  in  what  he  faid  or  not.  The  mo* 
tion  be  had  thought  of  fubonttting  was  not  meant*  in  anyr 
di^ree,  to  advert  to  what  had  recently  paflbd,  but  was  to  have 
been  the  foundation  of  a  future  regulation.  Howo^erf  it  was 
iK>t  neceiTary  for  him  to  fay  another  word  on  the  iubjdSt. 

NEWSPAPERS.. 

The  Attorney  General  movefl  the  Order  of  the  Day  on  the 
BUI  for  the  regulation  of  Nevrfpaper^i  &c.  which  being.  read» 
he  obferved)  that  in  coniequence  of  information  he  had  receive 
ed  on  this  fubjcft  (having  been  honoured  with  many  fuggef- 
tions  upon  it)  it  was  his  intention  to  fubmit  many  material 
alterations  in  the  Committee ;  he  IbouJd  afterwards  (fuppofing 
the  Houfe  agreed  to  this  courfe)  propofe  that  the  whoJe  Oiould 
again  be  printtd,  that  die  Hbule  might  be  informed  of  the  date 
of  the  bill. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  the  onder  for  the  printing  might  be 
made  a*tcr  the  amendments  were  difpofed  of,  and  there  Uiould 
be  an  interval  between  ihat  and  the  third  reading* 

The  jiitorn/y  GefUf'ul  faid,  he  fliould  propofe.  that  the  Bill 
ihould  be  furtrier  confidered  the  day  after  the  next. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leaTC 
the  Chafr. 
^  Mr.  Tiermy  faid,  he  begged  to  be  underdood,  that  he  by  no 

fT  means  acceded  to  this  bill,  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  its 
•**  going  to  a  CJommittce ;  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay  whether 
any  part  of  it  was  fit  to  be  adopted.  Any  meafure  that  related  , 
to  the  regulation  of  the  prefs,  required  much  attention  and  cir- 
cumfpe6lion.  He  fhould  wait  to  fee  in  what  ftate  this  bill 
came  out  of  the  Committee ;  as  it  ftruck  him  at  prefent,  many; 
of  the  claufcs  were  fo  objeftionable,  that,  uniefs  they  w^erc; 
(truck  out,  he  OiouUl  conceive  it  to  be  hi$  duty  to  oppofe  th^ 
whole  meafure  upon  the  report. 

The  H  .)ufe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  bill,  the  Solicitor  General  in  the  chair. 

'Mr.  Addington  (the  Speaker)  aiked  how  many  proprietors 
were  to  be  propofed  to  b^made  refponfible  ? 

The  Aiiwrney  General  faid,  that  this  bill  did  not  alter  the  re* 
fponfibility  of  proprietors  in  any  degree,  that  rcfponfibility 
would  remain  precifely  as  it  ftood  at  prefent  by  law.  Gentle- 
med  had,  fome  how  or  other,  conceived  that  this  bill  was  to-  | 

alter  the  refponfibility  of  Proprietors  of  Newfpapers,  and  that  | 

fuch  was  partly  his  objed  by  bringing  it  forward*     He  intend-    ^  | 

ed  no  fuch  thuigs  be  iaieaded  to,  leave  the  refponfibility  pre-  | 

cifely  I 
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cifelv  as  it  ftood  before  j  th^  bill,  jn  that  refpeA,  was  only  to 
regu'i**^  the  matter,  by  providing  who  were  the  perJons  wfao 
fhoold  be  anfwerable  in  the  characters  of  FroprietDrs. 

Mr.  jfddm^toh  (the  Speaker)  faid,  he  was  furc  it  could  not 
be  the  wifh  of  the  learned  Gentleman  to  pu(b  the  objed  of  the 
bill  further  than  was  neccflary.  He  conceived,  that  la  iafen 
two  propVieters  in  the  bill,  would  be  fully  fuflicient.  The 
learned  Gentleman,  he  underftood,  propofcd  to  have  three  pn>» 
prietors.  He  hoped  the  learned  Gentleman  would  be  induced 
to  acquiefce  in  this  fuggeftion,  by  lettmg  two  ftand  mflead  of 
three. 

The  Atterney  Central  faid,  he  propofcd  three  proprietors* 
The  very  refpeftable  perfon  who  propofed  two,  ihould,  how- 
ever, have  his  concurrence  ;  fuhjeft  to  this  obfervaiion,. that 
the  extent  to  which  tbev  they  are  proprictois  fh:?Il  fecore  refpon- 
fibility.  He  would  add,  thiit  he  did  not  wilh  to  prefs  thi^  mca- 
fure  further  than  to  try  it  as  an  experiment ;  he  would  not  try  it 
at  all,  unlefs  he  thought  it  would  not  infringe  on  the  hberty 
of  the  prefs. 

Mr.  Jdd'tngtm  (the  Speaker)  faid,  that  to  avoid  the  impu- 
tation of  unneccffary  rigour,  and  to  (hew  an  impartiality,  he 
fhodid  propofe  to  diminifh  the  number  of  proprietors  to  be  io- 
ferted  in  the  bill  to  be  from  three  to  iwo. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  word  tivo  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  wilhed  to  know,  whether  proprietors  were  to 
be  made  criminally  rcfpt^nfible  in  this  bill  or  not  ? 

The  Attorney  General  hid ^  he  had  totally  failed  in  his  pur- 
pofc,  if  he  had  made  any  proprietor,  in  any  degree,  more  re- 
fponfible  by  this  bill,  than  he  was  before.  Civilly  refpontible 
all  proprietors  arc ;  criminally  refponfible  they  may  be,  or 
may  not  be ;  this  was  only  to  afcertam,  in  faft,  who  were 
proprietors. 

Mr.  Holfhou/i  faid,  that  the  better  way  would  be  to  receive 
all  the  claufe's  to  the  bill  pro  Jorma^  and  for  Gentlemen  to  rc- 
ferve  to  themfelves  the  piivilege  of  difcuffing  them  all  here- 
after at  full  length. 

This^he  Committee  adopted  |  the  claufes  were  then  reciev* 
eA  pro /or  ma  9  and  the  Houfe  was  refumed. 

It  was  propofed  that  the  report  (hould  be  received  im- 
mediately 

The  Sfeahr  faid,  that-  would  not  be  regular,  unlefs  there 
was  an  intention  of  recommitting  the  bill. 

The  Attorney  Gifteral  faid,  it  was  the  intentiou  that  the  le^ 
port  ihould  be  recbnfidered^ 

The  rep«:C  was  received  immediately,  and  then  ordered  to 

taken 
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taken  into  further  confideration  on  Thurfday  next ;  and  to  be 
printed  with  the  amendments. 

The  bill  for  raifmg  a  corps  of  Miners  in  the  counties  of 
Cornwall  and  Devon^  pafled  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoafe ; 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  on  the  bill  for 
transferring  the  management  of  the  tax  on  Salt  Jo  the  Excifc 
Several  am)rndments  were  received,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  up  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Roji  moved  for  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  38th  of  George  IIL  cap.  16,  refpefting  the 
AlE^flcd  Taxes.  Theobjef^  of  the  amendment  was  to  allow- 
further  time  for  the  return  of  the  fchedules ;  the  ^inie  already 
al lowed  was  found  too  (hort^  and  many  fchedules  had  not  been 
returned  at  all,  or  returned  imperfedUy. 

Leave  granted. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Lordihips  had  agreed  to  the  Newfoundland  and  JBritifh  Fiflieries 
Encouragement  bills. 

The  Hat,  &c.  Tax  Bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  on  the  Slave-carrying  bill  was  brought  up ;  the 
rcfoltttions  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  on  Thurfday 

The  report  on  the  Bafe  Coinage  Prohibition  Bill  was  receiv- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Lottery  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  Attorney's  Certificate  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pafled. 

Mr.  Roje  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  allowing 
Gold  Wares  to  be  manufa(^ured  at  a  ftandard  lower  than  is 
now  allowed  by  law. 

Leave  given.  ' 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  deferred,  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Wednesday,  June  6. 

LANCASTER    SESSIONS   BILL. 

On  the  motion  that  the  Lancaflcr  Seffions  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time,  cOunfel  were  called  in,  in  purfuance  of  an  order 
made  in  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  certain  petitioners 
againft  the  bill,  when  Meffrs.  Mingiy  and  Chambre,  appeared 
on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  (uic  .corporation  of  Lancaftcr  and 
%  others) 
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••dfers)  aatlMfiffit.  Law»  Flufner,  and  Parker  in  fapy^at  of 
thcBiH. 

Mr:'Misg^y  waalieard  fiaft,  and  (Vatod  a  varieif  of  incwi* 
^enicncfSf.that  bi^cUeati  bad  inftm^cd  hM»,;«v<Nild  rrfisk  to 
thoB  a9  wi)U  :as  tbe  county  in  gonecaU  if  Prttfton.  waa  t«ft»D  jm 
•tbciGtocml  town  of  tka  oomtty,  aod  that  Cowin  made  the  pl^ce 
'  la^  bol6af  the  AflSzes  aanvally^.  a^rcoabk  to  the  pnyiifinAa  of 
^tkcihtll ;  he  alio  maintaiiitd :«»  elaborate  argument  tm  tlie 
^pbjedtioiiabU  nature  of  ieveraJ: new  Kgulttioni  mtivxhiced  in  ic 
..  JMn  Chambre  folkHvtal,  alutob  at  length  oii  fikndar  gsoonds. 
.  Mr.  Law  combated  the  p^tida  and  eeafooiog  of  bis  fearned 
^Ittds,  and  contended  that  the  prov^Uioiis  of  thebiU  were  wife 
and  faluiaryy  aod  founded  in  .good  pnikvi^eapedienar,  aod 
-what  mght  be  deemed  Untamoontio  iiecediir-  Mr.  Law 
(dbniedy  Uiat  aity  of  the  iucoovenknces  whicb  bad  been  nrged 
agasod  the  bill,  as  the  probable  refult  of  its  operation,  if  pafied 
iM^^a^aw  would  oocuri  bpt  oa  the  coiiuary  he  waa  couMent, 
the  county  in  general^  and  its  inhabitants^  would  derive  cfin* 
tial  advantages  under  it. 

•  Mr%  Piuoier  deemed  it  unneceflary  for  him  io  take  »p  iIm 
i^aluable  time  of  die  Houfe*  by  gKiing  over  the  fame  ground  at 
^his  leaitied  friend«  Mr.  jLaW«  who  had  fo  fully  andfotciUy  «n- 
fwec^dv  audi  in  his  miiid«  defeated  tiK  argUAieota  of  hts  two 
learned  friends,  Mr.  Mingay,  and  Mr.  Oumbre.  Nodiing 
that  he  oould  fay^  could  add  to  the  impreflba  which  h«  wv 
perfuaded,  Mr.  Law  had  made  on  their  LordAiipt  mimia  in 
favour  of  the  bill»  juid  therefore  he  hoped  he  ihou4d  not  be 
fupf)ofed  to  defert  the  caufe  of  his  clients^  if  he  delifted.  from 
fayin£  any  thin|;  that  might  pofllbly  weaken  the  force  of  what 
the  Houfe  had  juO  heard  on  the  fuhjeA. 

Lord  Grey  de  JVdtvn  moved  ^*  that*  the  bill  .be  now  read  a 
third  time." 

On  the  Lord  Chanctllor^^  putting  the  queftion 

1  he  Earl  of  Lon/dale  rofe,  and.  faid,  he  appreliended .  that 
that  was  the  proper  time  for  him  to  introduce  any  addiiicmal 
claufe,  which  "he  thought  neoeflTar;  to  be  added  to  rtie  billv  -  He 
for  one  objeAed  to  the  bill,  and  thought  it  would'be  atGendcd 
with  the  inconveniences  that  had  been  dated  at  ibebar«  and 
would  not  be  productive  of.  the  advantages,  that,  on  the  other 
handy  it  had  been  aArmed  would  be  the  pDobakle  refult  of.  its 
operation.  The  bill  flated  Predon  to  be  the  pantrat^iwii  of 
the  county,  he  did  pot  think  that  it  was,  .but,  S^  iheMce  of 
argument,  he  would  take-it  to  be  fo,  and  he  iiad-a  daufe  jq.  his 
)|and  framed  with  that  view,  in  reiatipn  to  the  r^ftdence  of  .ib^ 
Clerk ^of  the  Peace»  or  his  Deputy.  His  Loi]d(hip  (aid  that  the 

office 
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offwof  Clerk  of  ^tbe  Peace,  be  tmJerftood^  ims  a  Patent  \^ 
Office,  that  it  Was  held  at  prefent  by  Mr.,  Humphry  Stephens, 
mho  did  not  ivfide  rn  the  country,  and  being  an  officer,  no        ^\  \ 
bodycoutdtrilvrherehewattobe-lodkerifer^;  if  vvunttdontvi^  '  N 

oooaiioii,'he  might  be  in  a  diftanv  part  of  theJongdoHi^  be      p 
noiight  be  out  o^  4t,  he  might  be  ai  Cj&braliar,  inifie^fiaftoc 
Wieft  Indies,  or  on  any  diiUift  (tnnce*    The  prefent  DofMty 

~  Clerk  of  the  P«ace  had  never  feen  his  principal  but  enoe^  attd 
dMt  wqA  nM  in  thecounty  of  Laticafter,  but  in  Londdii  The 
DBpoty  Clei  k  of  the  Peace  reMtd  at  Leigh,  not  a  poA«mit' 
and  to  which  place, the  roads  were  bad,  and  the  diftanoe  wa$ 
iirrentf«eighr  mikt  from  the  Noftfiem  parts  of  the  coonty, 
smd  tweaty«£x  Sooth  ci  Preftoh.    The  objcA  of  the  daufe  be 

*  antant  to  acU  was,  therefore,  to  obligis  the  Clerk  of  the  Peaoc, 
or  his  Deputy,  to  reftde  in  fbnift,  in. or  ndar  Preflon,  indtfaac 
he  conceived  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  county  in  gtnevd* 

The  claufe  was  firft  read  by  his  Lord(kip,  and  tbea  pseftnt- 
ed'alid  read  in  farm. 

Loid  Kenyan  faid,  he  could  not  fit  filent  and  hear  a  clanie 
«f  <bat  iiatofe  brought  m  on  a  fudden  ;  he  rofe  to  expreis  the 
Amtgeft  otfefiion  to  it.  WouU  that  -Hoofe  liften  for-v  fingle 
moment  |o  a  claofe  of  t^iat  nattare  ?  A  claufe  to  alter  tiie  extft** 
iiig  law  ondef  whidi  patent  pkures  were  held,  to  make  new  coa- 
litions in  regatd  to  the  exercife  of  the  funAions  of  an  ofioe  of 
fbat  tenure,  aitd  that  without  a  word  having  been  aUedgcd 
agatniV  the  preT^^n^  holiier  of  it,  and  what-was  ftill  woHe,  witb- 
outhis  either  knowing  a  fy liable  of  any  alteration  being  ip* 
^tended,  or  without  his  being  prefent  to  be  heard  J>  his  dafence ! 
i'brhaps  the  noble  Earl  was  not  aware  of  the.  iireffirds  of  tak- 
ing away  a  freehold  right,  without  weighty  and  fertous  ground  . 
having  been. previou&y  eftabli(hed,~  and* wttfaoot  firft  hearing 
the  party  to  be  affcded  by  a  meafure  of  that  nature.  Patent 
Places  were  generally  executed  by  deputy,  ami  often  accepted 
OA  that  Condition.  He  had  never  heard. any  comptaint  made 
againft  the  prefent  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Lan- 
riiier,  of  the  mann^  in  which  the  duties  of  the  office  were  e»» 
ecuted.  Nor  had  he  ever  heard  at  any  time,  of  amy  incon- 
venience M^hatever,  having  nefalted  from  theoffice  haVingbeen 
executed  in  the  kke  mannter,  anci-  he  could  -fpttik  with  fomc 
authority  on  ifhe  fubjeA,  as  the  office  of  Cleric  of  the  Peace  foe 
liancafter  HiM  been  held  by  aiicefton  <of  his  own,  hi 'regular 
foeceffion  otic  after  the  other  for  near  a  centtory.  Meil  wha 
had  gone  lo  their  graves  with  as  hondurabie  imd^'pure  a  tdharac- 

.  ter  aa  any  the  proudeft  Peer  that  ever  fat'ln  tlht  Houfe:    He 

» beilevtd  «heprc4i»if  Clerk  of  the*Peacc  to-be  ar  nten  ef  equally 
VoL^Il.  1798.  4G  pure 
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fnirc  and  hdhoi^abfe  charaaet^,  and  why  he  wni  to  be  fo  oh* 
Ctirfdidlf,  dnd  indded  fb'unfkutf;  deftlt  yrltb  ht^bte  aBTcacc,  he 
>  cfMild  nbt  iffti^gine ;  b«th^  meatit  ftot  to'kn|)dte'afVf/«hing-AP> 

liMottrtfbie  in  tTiot}vd^iO'€ii^  hobk  Ear)/  he  had  no  ng^  m^ 
"^  ^  ^  ib;  aiid'hd  <^s  fir  frdm  mcd^n^fd  to  do,  but  tie  vv^  ()erfosi3« 
ei  At  ttaofe  then  befoi^tf/e  Moafi:  ^m  not  ttfktjfi  odt  of  An 
h^t  ifaWtt\  iy6m'wh«((h'>fhe'  ttrgOMenw  thdr  LbRMiipt  hsd 
bhatd  mm  thebor  \vei«>piMti!Ced4  ditty  «^efe  IKiertil  and  cas- 
4Bd:  He  rather  fafpeiaoA  iWartbe  cinlt  tn^'^titoflfkin  had  beca 
>tttMnt».bi8  Lord(bH»'9  Iiiiids:iby.  feine  fttiM  aAimed  bjr 
.ptmiie pique  or  malice^  and* fab boA too^^igfatmiopttibn  of  the 
honour  of  the /noble  Elarl  cofAi^pofe^  thatihid^he'&een  iwmre  of 
i^imt^tDpfietyt  he  wooidhavd  bedDne  tfadwfiftr)  infinMient  o( 
£o  rhaligDBAC  a  parpofe.  '  He^timfiedy  however^  that  the  Hottfe, 
OS  a/  Houfe  of  Paiiiamcntv  .would  not  Jeni  kfelf  to  ftxh  ■■am 
ocoaficn.- 

.  ,Tht:£4rli9f.Lpnd/iJaicU4^  he  rofe  in  confitquence  of  what 
imd  juft  i^iillen  from  thenoble  and  learned  Lord,  to  avow  him*- 
felf  the  author  of  the  claufe ;  and  he  had  before  ftated  tbait  bn 
reafoi)  fer'tatroducing iil  was»  beeaufe  he th'otighi (iieh aciatfe 
^MOuM^be  for  the  general  igppd  of  tfae.countyi,;  •though-  he  ivat 
of  opinion,  that  the  bill  would' Hot  prove  ad vaotagCDus  to  k. 
The  noble  and  {earned  Lord  had  thought  proper  to  make^a 
parode  ot  the  honour  and  purity,  of  his  anceiWrSti^flo  hdd  the 
office  of  Cl^rk  of  the  Peace,  i^^rm^rly .  Ho  bad  nodiing  to*  Cap 
zgiwSl  them. .  They  were  not  the  objeA  of  tb^e  pfefent  confi* 
dcrat^Hiofth/sHoufe.  TheHoufe  wa&iegifla^ing  forihecoon- 
^  a&it  i>ow  Aood  circuml)apced  ^he  repeated  it  therefc»e»  chat 
d^  peputy. Clerk  of  the  Peace  ought  to  be  amenab^,.  wfaaie 
the  principal  could  not  be  faixnd»  and  nopeHonknew  wbcie 
to  loc^  for  him,  whether  as  he  had  before  faid,  at  Gibraltar,  4n 
^e  £aft  Indies,  or  at  Oftend.  He  did  not  wiQi  to  pbjofl  to  the 
Q|:incipar$  enjoying  the  profits  of  his  office,  ^hpug^  Jre  under- 
Aood  he  had  difpofed  of  them  to  Mr.  Villiejrs;.  bat.  let  bis 
peputy  refide  in  a  plaoe  eafy  to  be  £3und,  4nd  njefir  at^h^ndlo 
where  the  Scffions  arc  h^Id.-.  He  therefore  ftili  wtflied  the 
daufc  to.be  adopted.  ,    /.  .  i[      *  - 

XcfdK^yon  h'li  in  re6Iy/ that, -what  )jad  fyfcV  ftoui' Ac 
,  noble. Bail,  h^d  not  iu  the  foialleA  degree  remoi^d  his.objcc-. 
tion  to  tbe^claufc,  as  In^foducmg  new  conditions  to  be  attacbr 
ed  tj  the  excrctfe  of  the  office  qf  Clerk  of  the  Peace.  )vhen  no 
^cufation  had ''been  brougfit  forward  even,  mudi  Icls  proriprf. 
aguinft  him,  and  wbcii  he  had  not  been  heard  i^'hisdefeifcci 
•  and  anbOicr  objeftion  to  the  noble  Earl's  argupii^nt.  ^f^f  A^t, 
iftterferihg'with  the  Deputy  in  the  abfence  of  his'p^iniripc^l,  ^ft 
Went  to  fubvert  a  wife  and  eilabli(hed  priQciple^  yiz,  that  olT 

-hoIdiDg 
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iiolding'  p^qQfpaU' refponfiblpr  in  the  ^rk  in^Apc^ '.  The 
claufebdM^Si:  though  of  ^  -v^fy-fenw^  a%l  •ii]q)Offtant  na- 
ture>  -fafiiH^be^n  -brought  ia  by  th«  tb^  «ikI  Aoulihir^  and 
had  inwfa^i'Aot^irig  to  da>viid)ftb(9^pro(i)ni  bi>l>taiidmbfk  no 
part  of  fbe  avowed  ohjtA  oiiu  WoDhi  the  Houre  ttief (tfbtte 
confent  l>y  a'fi^  wiiKt>,  aod  oajlheiftidfkni  in  the  la^  (lago 
of  a  bill'  in  tha(  Hauk^  t^  ^Wbr^ra.  a  "mooter  -of  -fiieehold 
right,  which  if  fit^nd  neceAry  «6  beaboKlbed  ort-^lat^ 
ooght  to.be  dofio  A>  by>  a  diftii|£tihillf  cegularly  broiigiit  for^ 
ward,  and  ftibmbuki  'V«rtibdad  ddliberatfon  to  the* foil  ditbiii^ 
Son-  and  conAdelr2tiidn.tif  both •  JHA^ufe^'  of  Pbftiambm^  .With 
regard -to  one  pairftvof  the noblci  EarP^  fpeech;  he  wqcdd'only  ^ 
advert  toithe  did^faytngv  *'  that  t-hbfe  vvthp  weredifjpofedfo 
^  throw  ftofies,  Siouid  noit' forget  that  they  hadgla&win^ 
#<  dows  themfelves."  He  might  indulge  himfeif  in  latbthg 
of  Ctitiom  Hoofe  places,  ana  whit  not>  procured -for  «(«:« 
tion  purpdfes,  but  >  he  would  not  condefcend  W  fdch  lo^ 
wrangling.  *  '         -'"  '   -'    ''•*  ^'^ ' 

The  tawl  if  I^nfJak  tofe  once^iAore  fo  irfflft  tt*rft  i^h 
daofe  \v«ts  fot'the  good  of  the  county,  as  he  -haki  drighntt^ 
ftated.  >  Leigh,  where  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Plef^ce  r^ 
fided^  he  repeated  it,  was  fev^ilty-eighf  >^ile«r'di(t^nt  from , 
the  northern  part^  of  the  coaitfy,  and  tv^^erity-^ix  from  that 
of  Prefton,  it  was  not  a  po(l-V6wn\  and  'the  rdads  aboot  ?t 
were  bad ;  the  alteration  he  bad  propofed  was  \\kt)fib\ptiH/k 
ufeful  to  the  county,  and  wd9  therefore  fit  to  be  ifittddAced 
into  the  prefent  bill,  which  made  hew  ptovKions  with  rdpedt 
t6  the  feffions.     With  regard  to  what  the  hoble  a  Ad  learned 
Jtofd  had  faid  of  Ciiftom  Houfe  offices,  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  him.     He  knew  nothing  about  them  ;  perhaps  he  til* 
liided  to  the  nbble  Lord  near  him.    [Lord  Grey  de  Wiltbn.'J 
L'trd  Grey  de  fVilton  faid,  he  rbfc  merely  to  fct  the  noblt 
Earl  right  refpeAinga  fmgle  miftake  that  he  had  fallen  intd^ 
Leigh,  the  place  where  the  prefent  Deputy  Clerk  of  thi 
Peace  rriided,  was  nor  fuch  as  the  noble  Earl  had  rcprefent^ 
cd ;  the  roads  to  it  were  not  bad,   nor  was  jt  fo  drfncutt  of 
accefs  as  he  imagined.     The  mall  ^oach  'to  and  f^om  Pref- 
ton, which  the  noble  Earl  had  himfelf  admitted' to  be  the 
central  town  of  the  county,  ran  within  foiir  miles  of  it,' 
and  a  principal    poft-town;^    tp  Which  a    toeflenger  went^ 
everyday,   lay  "i^^i thin  five  miles  of  it.     As   he   had  lived 
in  that  part  of  the  country  all  Tils  life,   he  would  add  thaf 
he  never  had  heaid  the  teaft  cordplaint  of  inconvenience  of 
any  kind  charged  upon  ^he  deputy  of  the  clerk  of  the  P.ejce, 
in  confequence  of  bis  refidence,  which  was  certainly  hear  to 

4  G  2  the 


|jh|(  populpos  and  ftiMiufaAurffig  and  *cbimieiciftl  to<tiri»  ^ 
/jthe  couAty,  fr<Ma  wfaelKC  fcfliona  Cftufcs  w^ere  naoft  likdT'lo 
*  ^  pip^nate. 

The  Eari  ^Lmfiakfrnd^  thesioble  Lord  has  miftaMd  Us 

.^^tgument.     He  had  not  faid»  that  he  admitted  -Preftott  to  be 

.  the  moil  central  to^i^n  ifi  tke  coualry^  bM  that  the  btH  ftated 

;it  to  be  to,  mod  that  for  the  fake'of  argvmerrf  he  wcitM  f«p- 

|K>(€  it  was,  ^nd  had  draWn  his-chnrfe  accoiHttngly. 

Lord  LonJdaU  finding  it  to  be  the  general  fetife  of  the 
Hdofe,  confented  to  withd^iiw  the  claufe. 

The  Farl  then  produced  another  claufe,^loenaAthat  no 
Jufiice  of  Peace,  ihould  be  dipabic  of  being  do' ^ed  Tica- 
Vj^rer  of  the  county,  or  Receiver 'of  the  County  Rates* 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  that  a  general  regtilatton  to  the  vSkGt  of 
•the  ciaufe^ in  queftion  might  poffibly  be  a  4it  raatfer  of  legif- 
Jadve  provifion,  but  hc4aw  no  reafon  whatever  for  annex- 
'ing  it  as  a  part  of  the  prefent  biH^and  therefore  muft  objoft 
to  it.  If  the  noble  Earl  would  at  any  future  period,  and  t%ot 
.6a  the  fpurof  tbe  occafion,  introduce  fuch  a  r^tla««Oci  as 
generally  applicable  throughoik  the  kiogdota,  hi$  prtfetn 
feelings,  and  without  having  mbre  leifare  or  opportunity  Car 
cobfideration,  inclified'  him  to  think  he  fcc«ild  have  m»  ob- 
jeSion  tb^ve  fuch  a  regulation  his  ftipiport,  but  it  wohM^  if 
faken  uplingly,  cafry  with  it  an  invidious  afped,  and  theie- 
*|bre  fie  muft  oppofe  it. 

,  L'^rii  Thufiofjo  faid,  he  rather  thought  it  peculiarly  ntocSmtj 
jfend  proper  to  be  annexed  to  the  prefent  bil^  becaufeas  «be 
j|>reTen|t  bill  wem  to  caR  a  fufpicion  and  a  difgrace  o»  tbe 
Magiftracy  of  L«nca(hit«,  in  his  mind  v^ry  iindefervcdiyp 
but  as  that  was  the  efFedt  ^f  it,^  if  tKey  deferved  to  ha^ e  foA 
an  odium  fixed  upon  them,  it  was  in  poi-nt  of  confiftetfey^fii 
to  follow  it  up  with  fo  marked  a  jealoufy  as  the<:laiife  oon- 
'  veyed. 

The  Houle  divided  on  the  claufe  bemg  made  part  of  4lie 
bill. 

Ohl^is         -  -         */  15 

l^on  ConieMs  -  »  -         ar 

Majority  .  '  •  6 
Lord  Thuriiw  rofe  dgatn,  and  went  into  a  ge*efa{  eon- 
iideration  <tf  the  bill,  and  of  all  the  prodeedings  refpeAto^it, 
OS  well  as  the  arguments  urged  at  the  bar  for  and  t^aicm  it. 
He  reprobated  it  as  full  of  incnnfiftency,  contr^i^ioti*  and 
abfurdity,  and  contended  that  the  paifing  it  ia  thfc  frefent 

ftate 


4kMX^  of  th»  biU»  would  he  in  th»  hifi^^  <kgree  ^Ifgiwccittl 
W.  tbdijr  LordfliUps  as  a  Hpufe  of  Psurliam«|rit«  U.was  )^ 
iBaintained  altogether  unneceflary,  and  feemed  chiefly  cakiVr 
lated  to  caft  an  odium  on  the  augiftracy  of  the  county, 
«fi4  Dttoilh  them  for  abufe^t  which  if  tbey  had  comniueii^ 
be  Uiould  ^ave  iioagined>  the  Chaacellor  of  tbe  Dutchy* 
would  have  done  hi$  duty  in  the  &rft  iallancc,  and  p^nJUfaqd 
by  Ariking  them  out  of  the  commi^Qn  \  as  that  had  npt  hee^ 
the  cafe,  it  was  fair  toconclude^  that  they  did  jaot  deC^^  the 
odium  and  difgrac^  the  bill  loaded  than  with  If  it  paif<fd 
as  it  was»  .the  tifi^  qf  the  bill  firi.  ly  fpeaking»  i^ught  lo  be 
<*  An  Ad  tu  oblige  all  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  iathe  cqunty  i»f 
**  Lancaftiry  to  act  as  gontlexnen*"  or  ra<hi^r  *'  asthag^mU- 
'<  men  of  other  counties  did/'  but  he  huped  the  UoMfe^  for 
its  own  honour,  would  not  give  its  fanction  to.fui^lvaii  in* 
coniiftent  bungling  bufinefs,  parts  of  which  were  fo  uniivulli* 
g;tbk,  that  even  the  Counfei  io  ita  lupport,  did  not  under- 
ftand  it  tbemfelvea.  Some  of  the  mofl  for^ibliB  fiy^tcxio^ 
urged  at  the  bar  againft  it,  had  not  been  at  all  anfivered; 
two  in  particular.  How  and  when  were  appeak  to  be  made) 
To4he  Qiiafter  Seflion  ?  That  could  not  legally  be  the  cafe. 
That  mailer  furaly  required  a  more  e^^piicit  and  intelligible 
explanation^  Again  no  anfwerj  had  been  given  to  the  ob** 
jecfion  as,  too  violent  an  alteration,  of  the  former  ftatute,.  y^z* 
that  of  delegating  to  two  juftices  only,,  powers  the  enerciTo 
of  whif:b  was  rei^rictiyely  given  to  not.lefs  than  (even xjuf- 
tkes.  Waa  it  wife  or  pcJitic  fo  widely  and  waotonly  to  de« 
part  from  the  prudence  and  caution  of  the  former  regula* 
tion  }  and  yet  it  had  not  been  thought  worth  while  to  taJke 
ibe  ftmlleft  notice  of  an  obj  ction  of  fo  much  weight  a^id 
infinitude.  His  Lordfliip  faid  be  happened  by  accident  to 
be  one  day  prefent  in  the  Committee,  when  evidetu;eJn 
favour  of  the  bill  of  an  extraordinary  fort  was  admitted,  to 
fay  the  lead  of  it,  very  irregularly.  The  deputy  derk.  of  tne 
peace  had'chofen  to  fill  his  reports  with  the  converfations  of 
the  jufiices,  and  reports  fo  made  out  >«i«re  iflued  piecemeaU 
as  orders  of  feflions..  and  when  produced  in  the  Committee, 
admitted  to  be  read  as  evidence !  Having  feverely  animad- 
verted on  the  whole  proceedings  his  Lordfhip  concluded  with 
ftUl  ei^piefling  a  hope  that  thjdHoufe  would  not  incur  the 
difgrace,  that  in  his  opinion. muflf  attend  the  paflTmg  Co  cin- 
int^ligtble,  inoonfiftent,  and  oootley  a  bill;  as  tJiat  under  con- 
fideration  without  fcune  attention  to  remove  the  obj^c^ions 
IO  which  it  was  liabW*  . 

Lord 
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JUriKMvyon  in  reply  rfaid,  that  thebil*!  implied  bo  ccaluje 
whatever  po  the  M»giftrate$  of  the  Couijitj.  oi  JUncailcr* 
Heenieied  into  a  legal  ife^nitipn  of  th^  dil^tnctioo. between 
the  Juftice3  of  A(Cze,  apft  the  Jufticeg  of  Quarter &(IiQn^  and 
4efieclaQy  lawyer  tocooibf^t  hi^pofiuoiis,  which  be  reft«4AA 
the  different  denominations^.of  .yi^>a«r/i  Piuis^  and  ^u/ii^ 
<iarii  a4  capiendas^  Affifuu  (!pff.,ikfr4iich  latter  defcription  waK 
only  given  by  the  KiAg'.&i<?ommi(nan  to  J4ii\icesjfnapawcfe4 
to  hold  aflizes,  and  th«re'^q.-b^ar  plt^^.  9Jad  ^Ifoto  hold  fisF* 
lions  of  Oyer  and  ^frmin^^tfy  »pd  pf  general  j^ilrdeiivcrjr. 
"1 1^  prefent  bill  gave  a  pqwe;r.fa.hold.(p(Iions  af4 often  as  the 
emergency    ihoukt  occur  on  tw^ty^onc  xbys  notice^  an^ 
therefore  no  difficulty  could  arife*  i  Thp  learned  Couafei 
for  the  bill  (Mr-  Law.)  had  clearly  dated  this.     Whar  his 
noble  ami  learned  Fifiend  h«d  bid,  refpeqring  a  general  nils 
being  neceflary  to  be. laid  down  for  juilioes  in  all  counties, 
was  clearly  dictated  by  good  fenfe,    but  '^  the  heft  fcAle 
founded  on  ignorance  of  facts  (he  faid)  couhi  make  but  little 
progrefs.''     Tlie  n(U>le  and  learned  Lord  was  not  aware, 
that  the  County  Palatine  jof  Lancafter,  has  a  jurtfdictioa 
^ftinct  froo)  tb^t  of  every  other  county  in  the  kiogdom. 
The  iellions  are  there  held  at  Lanca(ler,  and  adjourned  frooa- 
thetKe  to  Prefton  and  to  two  other  places.    The  prefent  bill 
04riginated  in  a  contell  between  the  Juftices  of  Lancaftcr  aa4 
the  Juftices  of  Predou,  each  of  whom  had  (truggled  for  jurif- 
AAion,  and  furely  it  could  not  be  beneath  the  dignity^  of 
the  Legiflature,  to  pafs  an  aft  to  allay  thefe  heats,  and  fnit 
an  end  to  all  further  difpute  on  fo  grave  and  important  \ 
point,  by  Legiflative authority? 

L^rd  Thurlow  faid,  that  two  of  his  objed ions  had  not  beci» 
noticed  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord>  namely,  where  and 
how  the  appeal  was  to  be  made,  and  touching  the^elega^ 
ing  powers  to  two  juftices,  which  before  had-been  thoaght 
wnfit  to  be  trufted  with  lefs  than  feven.  With  regard  to  t|ie 
firft»  he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs,  to  whom  the  appeal  wa^  to  he 
siade ;  it  couhi  not  be  to  an  adjourned  Annual  Seflions,  iici- 
ther  could  it  be  made  to  the  Quarter  SelTions,  becanfc  the  juf^ 
tices  there  were  not,  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  bad  him-  - 
>ielf  ftated  authorifed  phcita  Uner^  nor  could  it  be  nude  to 
an  ad.ournment  of  the  Court  of  Seflton^  as  it  wa$  .a  known 
and  eftabliih'ed  principle  of  law,  that  an  appeal  could  not  be 
made  to  the  fame  fedion,  and  an  adjournment  was  clearly  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  feOion.  Exclufive^  thefe  twoobr*.;. 
ic&ions  fiift  ftated  at  the  bar,  and  to  which  no  an^er  had 

been 
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been  given,  he  itiiift  ftill  contend  that  the  bill  affiled  a  (Hgtna* 
on  the  chariifter  of  the  juftices,  and  at  the  fame  time,  ^td  Co 
conttadiaoryathirtg,astovcft  twoofth^fe  difgraccd  jufttoes 
whh  powers  which  hitherto  the  wife  caution  of  th'd  Lcrit 
lature  had  refn&d  to  entruft  to  left  than  feven  jiiftices.    His 
Lordfliip  obfisTvedy  that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  hadWm^^  . 
pu  ted  ignorance  of  fafts  to  tiirri,  an^  cHarged  that  as  the  c^ifc'* 
of  their  not  agreeing  upon  thedAjca^  and  what  did  thofc 
myfterious  fads  turn  ouf  to  bi  ?   \Ar  hy  merely  that  the  Court 
of  Scflions  in  Lanciiihire  had  hWherto  been  firft  held  at  Lan* 
cafter,  and  was  the^  iadjoumed  to  three  other  towns  hi  tfier 
county  one  after  the  other,  a  fafi  that  Was  too  well  known 
to  be  a  fecitt.     Wi^h  regard  to  the  claufe  juft  rcjefted,  his' 
noble  and  learned  Friend  fo  far  agreed  with  him,  that  ftich  a 
regulation  might  be  a 'wife  general  regulation,  though  he  did' 
not  approve  of  its  being  made  peculiar  to  the  Dutchy  •  hc' 
repeated  it,  that  ft  appeared  to  his  ^ind  as  moft  fingiilailf' 
proper  for  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe,  if  the  magiftrates  de- 
ferved  the  dilgrace  thrown  on  them  by  the  bill,,  a  Jufticc  of  tht*^ 
Peace,  was  not  fit  to  be  truftcd  with'  the^reaiurerlhip  of  the  • 
county,  but  he  was  convinced,  they  had  not  been  guilty  oT* 
the  :lbti(es  wWch  the  Wll  implied  ;  if  they  had,  wtry'had  hot/ 
the  Chancelltor  of  the  Dutchy  donri  his  duty,  and  croired  tftem* 
out  of  the  commiflion?  Lord  ThurloW  r'eprobated  thtf  whole' 
proceeding  as  ihconfrft>eftt,   and  revoHine;   to    LegiflatiHfc 
ufage,   which  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  paffing  a&i? '' 
founded  on  general  principles  of  wifdom  and.  policy,  not"^ 
partial  in  their  appHcationf,  but  eqtrally  applicable  as  rules  ' 
cf  law  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  he  declared,  Ije  had  no 
manner  of  doubt,  but  that  a  little  time  woul^  prove  theab-  • 
fuvdf  contradiflory,  and  impracticable  provifions  of  the  act 
then  under  confideration,  and  that  their  Lordlhips  would  6c' 
called  upon  in  a  feffion  or  two  to  expunge  fo  ufdefs  and  crh- 
barrafl5ng  an  invafion  of  legal  principles  from  the  flatute 
book.  '  \ 

Lofd  Kenyon  rofe  to  explain  by  reminding  their  Lordfliips,' 
that  he  had  already  dated,  that  a  feflten  dourt  might  on  any  • 
eraeVgency  be  ^nvcned'at  twe^y-one  days  notice,  when  * 
Lord'Thttftbuir  ^id,'a  word  or  two  from  his  feat  tipon  that  ^ 
being  in  xht  riarure  of  an  adjourned  feffion.     Wherenpon 
.  X^otA  Kenyon  Confeflcd  he  was  outweighed  by  authority,  but  • 
be  was  bound  to  giVe  his  own  opinion  fuch  as  it  was  after 
due  cbrtfideratlon,  and  to  act  accorflinglo  his  own  judgment, 
which  was  fatisfied  as  he* had  before  ftated,  that  the  bill  con-" 

tained 
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tained  every  provifo  that  hfutnan  wifdom  could  fuggeft  apinft 
poifible  difficulties,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  piove 
a  falutary  ftatute,  if  pafled  into  a  law. 

The  nari  of  Liverpool  faid»  he  ihould  not  have  riien  to  take 
any  part  in  a  deb^Ae,  turning  fo  much  on  legal  conftrufiion, 
that  two  of  the  fir  ft  law  authorities  in  the  kingdom  couU  not 
reconcile  tlieir  opinions  upon  the  fubJeA*  had  not  one  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lords  (Lord  Tl)urlow)  more  than  once  al- 
luded to  him  as  Chancellor  of  the  Dutdty  of  LancaOeft  and 
intimated  that  if  he  had  done  hk  duty^  the  psefent  bill  womii 
hare  been  wholly  unnecefi^ry.  Though  he  would  not  prefiifiie 
to  interpofe  his  opinion  in  a  debate  on  points  dt  law,  be  wi^ 
venture  to  ftale  matters  of  iadl^  that  were  involved  in  the  dif- 
cuffion,  and  were  material  to  be  dated,  as  the  bill  then  under 
their  Lordihips  confideratioo,  originated  19  confeqiicoce  of 
what  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  relate.  More  than  two 
years  fmce,  a  CQntentioii  arofe  between  the  Juftica  of  LancaQcr 
and  the  Juftices  of  Prefton,  or  rather  thofe  mj^iftrates  who 
lived  near  each  of  thofe  towns,  at  ^hich  they  were  ufually 
convened  to  hold  tlie  Seffion  Courts,  refpe&ing  thepriorky  of 
juriidiAion.  The  county  felt  great  inconvenience  from  the 
heats  that  this  contention  gave  rife  to,  and  the  Jufticesof  Prefton, 
in  order  to  allay  thofe  heats  and  animoGties,  finding  all  at- 
tempts at  accommodation  fruitleb,  offered  to  try  an  iffoe  at 
law  upon  the  queftion ;  after  the  propofal  lay  open  for  nine 
months,  the  Ju(lices  of  Lancafter  declined  accepting  the  offirr. 
the  difference  of  opinion  had  nevertheleis  ever  fince  prevailed, 
and  therefore,  for  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  to  attain,  other 
ufeful  ohjedls,  an  application  to  the  Legiflature  was  deemed 
neceffary,  and  thende  their  Lordfbips  had  the  prefent  bill  fub* 
mitted  to  their  confideration,  a  bill  drawn  with  peculiar  atten- 
tion to  the  interefts  and  to  the  general  convenience  of  the 
county.  With  refpcdl  to  the  bill's  conveying  a  refledlion,  or 
affixing  a  Aigmaon  the  Magidrates,  they  were  the  beft  judges, 
if  they  felt  it  to  do  any  fuch  thing  ;  he  had  no  apprebenlioa 
that  it  wou)d  be  fo  confidered.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
however,  had  faid,  that  if  he  had  done  his  duty,  he  might  have 
put  an  end  to  the  contention,  by  ftriking  thofe  juftices  out  o( 
the  commiffion,  who  obftinately  perfiftcd  in  refuting  to  acoon- 
roodate,  and  remained  .refraSory.  He  would  appeal  to  their 
Lord(hips  in  general ;  nay,  he  would  appeal  to  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  himfelf,  in  candour  to  fay,  that  an^  Chancellor 
of  the  Dutchy  ought  to  have  rifqued  the  (Inking  half  tbe 
Juftices  of  Peace  of  tlie  county  out  of  the  commiffion  at  dnce. 
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"and  thattnefcly  upon  a  difference  of  opinion  which  they  cntct- 
tatnccl  in  contradr6lion  to  the  opinion  entertained  by  their  bre- 
thren. How  could  fo  ftronj;  a  proceeding  be  juftified,  and  what 
an  invidious  taflc  rtiuft  it  be  for  a  Chancellor  of  tire  !Duchy  to 
execute,  efpccially  when  he  Cncerely  believed  a  morie  upright, 
adive,  and  rcfpeflahle  fet  of  Magiftrates  were  not  to  be  found  in 
any  coanty  in  the  krngdom,  than  in  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
an^  when  he  faidthis,  he  meant  to  apply  It  equally  to  all  the 
magiftrates  of  the  county?'  Befidcs,  even  if  fo  ftroilg  a 
meafure  would  have  been  otherwife  unobjeflionible,  would  it 
have  bccii  wife  or  politic  to  hazard  the  ftriking  half  of  the  iha- 
grftracy  out  of  the  commlffion  in  a  time  of  war,  the  mott  peril- 
ous of  any  this  country  had  ever  been  under  the  neceffity  of 
carrying  on,  and  that  too  in  a  raarrtime  county  in'which  the 
enemy  might  poffibly  attempt  or  effea  a  lainling  while  the 
county  was  rendered  weak  by  the  diftradtion  of  inteftine  feuds 
<ind  anknofities  ?  He  flattered  htmfelf  that  a  moment's  confider- 
ation  would  ferve  to  convince  any  ncble  Lord,  that  if  he  had 
been  willtiig  to  commit  himfclf  to  fo  embarraflGng  a  bufinefs, 
ind  made  bimfelf  a  party  either  w  ly,  the  intcrrfts  of  the  public 
Would  have  fcteen  materially  injured.  With  regard  to  the  bill's 
being  an  mnovation,  as  far  as  it  went  to  (hifting  the  place  of 
holding  the  courts  of  Seffion,  it  was  no  fuch  thing.  As  an  unan- 
fweraUe  proof  that  he  was  founded  in  this  afiertion,  his  Lord- 
fhip  faid,  he  beld  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  his  Majefty's  Commif- 
fion,  authorifing  the  Juftices  of  the  county  to  hear  picas,  and 
try  caufes  twice  a  year  at  Lancafter,  or  elfewhere^  within  the 
coanty,  and  that  Commiffion  was  exa£lly  in  the  fame  form  in 
which  it  had  continued  to  have  been  drawn  for  a  confiderable 
number  of  years  paft*  His  Lordftiip  faid,  he  trufted,  that  cir- 
cumftance  would  at  leaft  go  fome  way  to  repel  the  objeftion  on 
the  fcore  of  innovation. 

Ijird  Thurlaw  rofe  again,  and  faid  as  the  noble  Earl  had  de-  ' 
dared  that  he  did  not  much  undcrftand  matters  that  turned  on 
legal  points,  in  which  he  believed  he  greatly  undervalued  his 
own  extetit  of  knowledge,  he  had  liftened  with  great  attention 
ti*'  what  the  noble  Earl  had  fcemed  to  conceive  he  did  better 
underftand,  ^but  unfortunately  he  had  not  been  able  to  derive 
any  great  benefit  from  the  noble  Earl's  detail  of  matters  of  faA. 
The  noble  Earl  had  a  mode  of  debating,  which  his  Lordfliip 
owned  he  was  not  equal  to.  He  had  a  way  of  turning  round 
Itic 'argument,  which  either  he,  or  any  other  noble  Lord  had. 
iSf^d,  putting  it  ii)to  a  debateable  (hape,  and  then  overturning 
and-defcating-it,  Tlie*  noble  Earl  feid,  thar  the  noble  and 
-^KiO..  II.  1798.  4H  learned 
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learned  Lord  had  charged  him  with  neglcSt  of  duty  in  not  hav- 
ing put  an  end  to  the  cont<*ntion  amone  th'-  Magiftrites  of 
X^aticafhire  about  their  jurifdiAiony  by  (triking  one  half  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  once  out  of  the  commiflion.  H$ 
appealed  to  the  whole  Houfe,  not  only  whether  he  bad  (aid  any 
fuch  thing,  but  whether  he  had  faid  any  thing  like  it  ?  His 
^irgument  he  was  ready  to  repeat.  It  was,  that  the  bill  im- 
plied a  difgrace  on  the  magiftrates,  and  confequently  it  was 
fair  to  conclude  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  fome  abufe  or 
Other,  and  if  fo,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  done  his  duty  by  ftriking  fuch  Juftice  or  Juftices  as 
had  been  fo  guilty  out  of  the  commiflion.  With  regard  to  the 
bill  not  being  an  innovation  :  Was  it  no  innovation  to  trcach 
upon  the  xrhartered  rights  of  the  town  of  Lancafter,  righti 
given  in  one  inftance,  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Ftfdi,  bj 
and  with  the  confent  c^*  his  Parliament  in  Pariiannent  aflbm* 
Ued  which  was  equal  in  his  mind  to  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  Parliament)  and  again  was  it  no  innovation  to  veft  two 
juftices  only  with  powers  hitherto  thought  unfafe  to  be  pot 
into  the  hands  of  lefs  than  feven  juftices  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  faid,  he  underftood  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  p^rfeAlyf  but  as  he  knew  of  no  abufe  tkQ  ma- 
^Mlfatcs  of  the  county  of  LancaOiire  had  committed,  ualeb 
nieir  entertaining  a  difference  of  opinion  could  be  deemed  as 
abufe,  and  as  he  could  not  by  any  means  fo  confider  it,  he 
could  only  anfwer  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  argument,  by 
fully  dating  the  real  grounds  of  the  bill,  which  were  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  contention,  whether  the  roagiftratcs  ofLan- 
cafter  (hould  pofTcfs  an  cxclufive  right  of  fuperior  jurifiiic- 
tion,  or  whether  it  fhould  veft  in  the  magiftratcs  ci  tfct 
coimty  at  large. 

Lord  7 huriow  again  rofe  to  explain,  which  he  <Kd  very 
ffibrtly. 

'  T!ie  Earl  of  Lonfdale  then  recapitulated  his  general  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  afcribing  it  to  perfonal  motives,  rather  than 
to  views  of  inconvenience,  and  advantage  to  the  qounty  of 
Lancafhife,  which  his  Lordfhip  (aid,  he  was  perfuaded  would 
not  prove  to  be  its  elFefl. 

Lord  Graniley  rofe  merely  to  make  a  fingle  ^bfenra^ioo, 
and  fhat  was,  that  it  was  clear  the  appeal  could  pot.  be 
mcknt  to  be  made  from  the  Court  of  Seflion  to  tKe  Quarter 
Seffion,  becaufe  many  appeals  neceflarily  muft  go  to  a  JuqTi^ 
aiid  the  Quarter  Sellions  had  not  in  their  ^QJi^tutiOD  ai 
power  to  impannel  a  jury. 
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The  queft  i'  n  being  at  length  called  for  and  pul^  the  Houfe 
divided^  ^rhen  the  numbers  were 

Contents  -  •-  -         2a 

Norn  extents  -  -  14 

M/ijority  i 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  CQMIMONS. 
Wednesday,  Jumd. 

Colonel  Gajcotghe  brought  up  a  petition  from  tKc  town 
and  corporation  of  Liverpool,  upon  which  he  grounded  the 
following  motion : 

*•  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  the  Mayor,  » 
Corporation,  Burgeffes,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Liverpool,  to 
raife  a  certain  fum  of  money  for  the  better  protection  and 
defence  of  the  town  and  port  of  Liverpool.*'  Leave  granted. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
{^ordOiips  had  agreed  to  the  Armorial  Bearings  Tax  bill. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scotch  Two- 
pennies bill,  it  was  oppofed  by  Sir  R.  C,  Glfnn  as  merely 
applicable  to'local  purpofes,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
revenue. 

It  ivas  oppofed  on  the  fame  ground  by  Mr.  Pole  Canw^ 
and  Mr  Sheridan ;  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^ 
Mr.  ff^m.  Dundasy  and  Sir  APw.  Pulteney. 

Mt.  Sheridan  propofed  an  amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday  next ;  which,  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr«  Dundas,  was  agreed  to. 

•MR.  ARTHUR  o'CONNOR. 

'  The  Hon.  Mr.  St.  John  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  it  mull 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe,  that  when  he  iirfi  dated 
jt  to  be  his  intention  to  introduce  a  motion  refpecting  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  and  bis  brother 
Rpger  had  been  arrefted  a  fecond  time  ;  be  had  alfo  intimat-- 
ed,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  obtain  all  poflible  information 
on  the  fubject,  previous  to  his  fubmitting  it  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Houfe.  The  information  he  had  fmce  obtained, 
confirmed  him  in  his  firft  opinion,  and  he  had  loft  jio  oppor* 
tunityin  making  that  information  more  complete:  indeed, 
he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  that  day  fully  prepared  with  the 
reafoifs  ind  itirgumtms  on  which  he  had  thought  proper  to 
grouftd  his  motion  ;  and  he  would  have  brought  it  on  agree- 
4  H  2  ably 
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ably  to  the  notice  he  had  givep,  had  it  not  been  hinted  to  hitn, 
that  fome  further  delay  was  thought  advifeabie  by  the  friends 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  his  motion  alluded  ;  it  was  there- 
fore his  wift),  if  not  inconvenient  to  the  Houfe,  to  defer  his 
^notion  till  Friday  or  Monday  next. 

The  Attorney  General  exprelled  a  defire  to  know  the  nature 
.;ind  tendency  of  the  motion. 

,Mr.  5/.  John  faid,  that  the  firft  motion  he  intended  to  make 
■was,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc  copies  of  the  war- 
rants upon  which  Mr.  Arthur  and  Mr.  Rqger^O'Connor  had 
been  taken  ipio  cuftody— It  was  not  for  him  to  go  further 
at  prcfent  into  the  matter,  when  miny  gentlemen  bad  ligni- 
fied  fo  earneft  a,  defire  that  it  fliould  be  poftponed. 

The  Sicretery  at  fVar  wifhed  to  know  the  nature  of  the 
fecond  motion,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fignified  his 
intention  of  bringing  on. 

Mr.  St  John  faid,  that  if  his  firft  motion  was  not  objeflcd 
to,  he  (hould  feel  no  difficulty  in  fignifying  the  objeft  of  his 
fecond.  For  in  the  firit  indance,  he  had  no  hefitation  ia 
{aying,  that  the  warrants  he  would  call  for  fiiould  be  found 
completely  illegal. 

The  Attorney  General  izM,  that  he  (hould  objefl  to  the  pro- 
duction 6l  thq  warrants,  but  no>  to  the  deferring  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  infifted  on  the  propriety  of  fome  delay,  as 
certain  papers  were  novv  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  concern- 
ed, from  which  much  advantage  might  be  derived  to  their 
caufe. 

The  motion  was  then  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

On  the  niotion  of  Mt.  Dundasy  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
vifional  Cavalry  bill  was  deferred  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Rofe  then  moved,  that,  the  Convoy  bill,  or  the  bill  for 
the  more  e{fe<Sual  proteftion  of  trade,  be  now  taken  into 
,    further  confideration. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
on  the  bill,  and  went  through  its  remaining  claufes. 

AdJ9urned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  7. 

'     '  SHIP'OWNBRS  BILL. 

Aftpr  the  feveral  bills  brought   up  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  paifed  through  their  refpe^ive  ftagesy  the 

order 
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order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Ship  Owners 
bill,  and  bearing  .Counfel  thereupon  was  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  prefented  a  petition  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  figned,  he  faid,  by -a  number  of  the  mod  refpedable 
perfons  in  the  commercial  line ;  hot  one  Ship-Owner  was 
among  them ;  they  were  principally  Underwriters ;  they 
vrere  ilrongly  in  favour  of  the  bill.  His  Lordlhip  moved, 
that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table ;  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Counfel  were  then  called  in,  and  were  heard  on  both  fides 
at  great  length  ;  Mr.  jldam  and  Mr.  Crofs  appeared  as  Coun« 
fel  againfl  the  biil  j  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Parke j  as  Counfel 
for  it. 

Mr.  Adam  detailed  at  confiderable  length  the  various  ar- 
guments that  fuggefled  themfelves  againflthe  bill.  He  dated, 
ihat  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  which  fet  out  with  expreffing 
'*  that  doubts  had  arifen  as  to  the  right  condrudion  of  the 
exifling  laws  on  the  fubjefl,*  was  not  founded  in  truth* 
That  in  ta£l,  no  doubt  whatever  had  arifen  in  the  mind  of 
any  lawyer,  or  been  ever  entertained  by  any  one  of  the 
Courts  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  but  that  the  decifion  imhe  cafe 
of  Smith  aiid  Shepherd,  which  had  occafioned  fo  much  alarm 
to  the  Ship  Owners,  and  was  the  alledged  caufe  of  the 
prefent  application  to  the  Legiflature,  was  not  governed  by 
any  new  idea  of  the  conftrudion  of  the  exiting  (latutes, 
but  by  the  known  and  eftablilhed  principles  of  law,  clearly 
expreifed  in  the  preambles  to  two  feveral  afls  of  Parliament, 
one  palled  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  late  King,  and  the  other 
in  the  26th  of  his  Majefty.  Mr.  Adam  contended,  that  the 
prefent  biil  tended  to  overturn  the  known  and  edablifhed 
principles  6i  law,  and  to  introduce  an  anomaly  amidft  the 
Aatutes,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Ship  Owners,  and  the  pre- 
jiidice  and  injury  of  the  merchants,  who  freighted  their 
ihips,  and  entruflcd  them  with  rich  and  valuable  cargbes. 
He  controverted  the  neceflity  for  their  Lordfhips  to  pafs  any 
fuch  bill,  by  alTerting  that  the  Ship  Owners^  had  it  in  their 
power  to  preferve  their  own  intcrefts  by  altering  and  (hap- 
ing  their  bills  of  lading,  fo  as  to  fave  themfelves  from  a 
larger  rifque  than  they  chofe  to  adventure,  and  he  took  a 
diftindion  between  that  part  of  the  bill,  which  related  to 
freights  carried  beyond  fea,  and  that  relpeding  freights  ia 
veflels  navigating  canals  and  inland  rivers  from  port  to  port, 
ilrongly  comen£ng  that  the  rifques  and  hazards  of  the 
two  different  fpecies  of  navigation,  were  extremely  wide  and 
X  diftinct. 
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MSda&i  Mti  could  not  be  equally  eaikkd  tm  the  fian  ds^ 
gree  of  confideratioii* 

Mr.  Crsfi  followed  Mr*  Adam  on  nearly  the  fame  gtomA^ 
9!0id  took  pains  ta  fliew*  that  ii(age  was  the  bcft,  expofitor  «f 
the  common  iaWy  and  thai  it  was  evident  from  invariable 
vfage,  ^hat  the  decifions  of  the  Courts  had  gone  upon  the 
fame  groundi  aj»  that  pronounced  two  years  ago  by  Losd 
Ker^oH)  in  the  cafe  of  Smith,  and  Shepherd.  He  enumeratei 
the  various  cafes  to  be  mt  t  with  in  the  law  books,  and  com- 
mented upon  eacii  .to  mark  their  diflrnguiflitng  laeaturea  and 
to  ibew,  in  what  refpeds  they  weie  atiaiogous  and  in  what 
th^y  di^cred  from  each  other. 

Mr.  Law  argued  very  elaborately  in  favour  of  his  clients^ 
and  in  fnpport  of  the -bill.  He  admitted  that  in  Courts  of 
Law,  no  doubt  had  been  entertained  on  the  fubjeA,  but  he 
contended  that  the  Ship  Owners,  and  even  the  merchant^ 
themfeives  had,  erronet^ufly  he  confeifedy  but  certainly  enter- 
tained a  very  different  opinion  upon  the  fubjed,  and  hadoni^ 
Ibrmly  governed  their  cendu ;:i  accordingly.  That  they  had 
done  fo  was  evident  trom  the  petition  on  their  Lotdflnps 
table»  figned  by  a  lift  of  names  of  merchants,  who  were  not 
Ship  Owners,  but  names  ot  men  the  moft  refpe£^abie  of  any 
m  the  Cky  o^  London,  and  names  whofe  weight  and  aotho« 
lity  he  trufted,  their  Lordihips  would  readily  acknowledge 
-^The  X«r<//  ^a/7rr/.'or  interrupfed  Mr.  Law  to  obfer  e,  tint 
the  Houfe  could  not  pafs  a  bill  on  the  weight  and  authority 
e(  mere  names  however  refpedaWe-  They  could  not  as 
kgiflators  liften  to  fuch  an  argument  for  a  fmgle  moment. 

Lord  Kgfiyon  faid,  the  names  to  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 
deemed  th<  moft  refpedable  of  any  merchants  in  London,  be 
hoped  there  were  fome  hundreds  of  names  equally  refpedable 
to  be  found,  but  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  they  were  re- 
fpedable  merchants,  very  refpedable  indeed. 

Mr.  Law  refumed  his  argument,  and  mention;^  the  cafes 
that  bore  at  all  upon  the  fubjcct  of  the  bill  to  be  found  in  the 
Report  Books  down  to  the  cafe  of  Smith  and  Shepherd,  Hat- 
ing, that  they  were  but  few,  whettce  it  was  evident  that  tei 
the  l^iw  be  as  it  was,  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Ship 
Owners  had  been  tacitly  acknowledged,  and  actod  iip6n  in  a 
great  variety  of  inftances  without  the  fmalleft  complaint  ot 
murmur.  He  alfo  contended,  ih^t  in  other  maritime  places 
in  foreign  countries,  the  fame  motions  were  eiMertained^  and 
the  fameufage  uniformly  obtained. 

The  Lorii  Chancellor  faid^  the  fame  principle  w^  eftabliAed 
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ifi  the  oitriae  lnw-  in  all  paits  of  £urope>  but  thdt  the  9tip 
Owners  might  make  fpecial  contrads,  governed  by  candi<- 
tiom  mfiftcd  on  their  parts,  and  fubmitfcd  toby  the  tner- 
chanlSy  fuch  fpecial  contraids  were  difiinft  matters,  and  tM 
fiot  u  all  aher  or  afied  the  general  ai>d  eftabliihed  princif  k 
of  the  marior  taw.  ^ 

Mr.  Law.  admitted  moft  readily  that  they  did  not,  bat  be 
faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  his  clieni«  to  mention  the  f^£k^ 
in  order  10  accmin^  for  their  having  been  induced  to  enter-  '^ 
taio  doubts,  v^heieundoubiedly  no  legal  doubt  ex iiied,  audi 
thence  to  Aew.the  qeceflity  for  the  Legiflature  once  for  ail  !• 
fettle  the  matter  by  making  a  contrad  by  the  authority  of' 
an  a£l  of  Parliament  to  be  abided  by  in  all  cafes. 

The  Lm-d  a>anciU6r  faid,  why  cannot  ihc  Ship  Owners  do 
that  for  themfeives  by  altering  their  bills  of  lading,  in  like 
ipanocT  as  was  the  cafe,  he  believed  he  might  fay,  univer* 
fally,  with  all  proprietors  of  ilage  coaches,  waggons,  and 
every  fpecjes  of  land  carriage,  who  in -their  bills  exprefsiy  - 
ftate,  that' they  will  not  be  liable  for  gold,  jewels,  caih,  bank 
notes,  or  other  more  than  ordinarily  valuable  property,  un« 
icfs  due  notice  U  given  of  their  value,  and  a  per  ceni4^  paid 
on  them  by  way  of  infurance  ? 

Mr.  law  faid,  that  the  very  firft  thing  the  Ship  .Owners 
attempted  after  the  cafe  of  Smith  and  Shepherd  was  decided, 
was  to  frame  fuchabHl  oflading,  but  they  could  not  drawitto 
pleafe  their  foreign  correfpondents  and  employers,  who  being 
ufed  to  the  pra&ice  that  prevailed  abroad,  viz.  in  Denmark, 
at  Hamburgh,  and  in  Holland,  v^'herc  the  Ship  Owners  were 
held  to  be  no  farther  refponfible  than  for  thcfliip  and  freight, 
would  not  accede  to  the  propofed  alteration  of  thejbillsof 
lading. 

'  Mr.  Parle  faid,  he  had  found  occafion  to  look  into  all  the 
old  writers  upon  the  fubjedl  of  marine  lavvs,  and  he  found  the 
principle  to  be  as  dated  by  his  learned  Friend. 

T\^  Lord  Chipifeihr  faid,  he  probably  meant  the  Romail 
law. 

Mr.  Parie  replied,  that  he  had  adverted  to  the  law  of 
Rhodes,  which  obtained  antecedent  to  the  Roman  law,  and 
there  he  found  principles  (bch  as  he  bad  dated. 

The  Lord  Chaneelkr  faid,  the  Rhodian  law  embraced  only 
one  branch  of  the  fubje£l,  but  thattheve  was  not  a  ibiitcito 
of  apy  flanding,  who  did  not  know  how  the  law  (tood  upon 
it  in  England,  as  no  man  could  read  the  preamble  to  the  twof 

afts 
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aSSpf PaTllamctit htftiui  illfadc* to;  vrithotft perfeftty tinier- 
itipdJngft.  '         ^      '  .     .>.  .    -^    •  . 

•  Mv.  /^ijrl/^faid,  it  ;««^as^e' wording  of  WofepfeamM 
bad/confounded  and  rtiifted.hl^  dfents,  the  vfbrds^*  penb  of 
tKfe  feas"  ftood  in  end  of  H>feni;^rtd  tbxy  wcrcnit  auare  thai 
thofe  words  meant  "th^lCtn^'s  ehemics:'*'  Mr.'¥*arkc  faid, 
hejijidabook  of  aa^K6rit^!yjng  before  him,  containing  a 
ftafement  of  the  pradlicd;'  whtcK  obtained  is  to  the  refponfi- 
bility  of  Ship  Own^s  in  t)enmai:k,  at  Himburgh,  atid  in 
Hplland,  He  alfo  went  oVer/ tlie  getjeUl  jg^bunds  6f  the  cife, 
as^made  out  by  Mr.  Law.  in  fiipport  of  the  Sill,  and  entered 

Sar^IculaHy  into  that  part  ojf  the  bill,  which  referred  to 
QopSs'&c.  navigating  canals,  and  rivers,  Contending  that  if 
the  bill  did  not  pafs,  although  the.  owners  of  the  veifels 
received  no  more  than  is.  3d.  per  cwt.  they  might  be  liable 
to  loffes  amounting  to  30,0:0!.  at  a  time.  He  ftated  the 
uiual  manner  of  infuring  upon  freight  fo  carrying,  being  for 
freight  to  be  conveyed  in  (!«  op  or  floops,  from  Briftd  to  Yar- 
mouth, or  Liverpool  to  Hull,  or  as  the  cafe  might  be.  Mr. 
Parke  made  thq  mod  of  his  argument,  and  fpoke  with  great 
force  and  fluency,  and  .with  uncommon  knowledge  of  law 
foreign  and  domedic,  confidering  his  (landings 
The  Counfel  having  beendcfired  to  withdraw. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rofe,  aqd  faid,  that  although  he  could 
not  pretend  to  difcufs  the  legal  points  that  had, been  io  fully 
argued  at  the  bar,  yet  from  uie  fituation  in  v/hich  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  placed  by  his  Majedy  [Prefident  of  the  B^SLii 
of  TradeJ  he  had  heard  and  feeo  fo  much  upon  the  fubjed, 
and  received  fo  many  applications  refpetfling  it,  that  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  trouble  their  Lord^ips  with^  few  obfervatioiu 
previous  to  his  moving,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 
His  Lordihip  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the.  navigation  of  the 
fcas  had  ever  been  confidered  of  fuch  impor^nce  to  the 
country^  as  well  with  a  view  to  its  commerces  a^.ils  defence^ 
that  it  had  been  looked  up  to  as  the  favovrit^^ind^pa^^niQ^nt 
coofideratlon  of  Britifli  policy.  Commerce  ,i^IfA«4-bK0 
obi^ed  to  gave  way  to  it,  and  in  order  to  promote  ai»d«eii» 
courage,  navigatton,  a  decided  preferenco  had.  been^-fo  ^^r 
given  in  its  favour,  that  the  merchants  frequentl)r  ieir  leafim 
to  compiaQn  of  being  hardly  dealt  with  b^  tfac^  I/^flature, 
and  in  con&quence  were  ^pltcants  for  i«lief.  k  was  of 
the  utmpftimportaiice  to  encourage  oommeiciair:olcn«'  wim 
had  a  large  capital,  to  adventure  in  IhippiDgi'  and  the  aDore 

they 


^y  f39uU  be  lodiKed:  to  JkflOOie  fliilHMIWOOli;  tho^^jt^f. |t 
was  for  ihe.gmerad  jnpf^rky  of  the  Jkingdofps:  19  bQth.li^e 

Euittt.of  view  ^t  he  had  %eidy  ,ft«f4*  Th^  g?ner4l  cxAm^ 
Mieved  w»»  for^ad^feribnMrb^^wa^.livillil^  to  bec9ne 
proprielqi:  of  aihip^  to  give,  five  Iwaqi^rftl  pgufldf /Of  a.(h<ife 
(a  jfixieeD^}  and  wheu  the  Jift  was  fuU»»  the  proivJetors  chofe 
a  ibip's  hulbuid  from  among  thejnfelvQ$»  who  managed  all  the 
concerns  of  the  ve0el,  Ths  jLegifliit»iie  at  all  ^ti)es..had  le§c 
a  MolHng.ear  to  (h#  appiicaMoo^  fif  ^rfpps  of  this  defcriptioi)^ 
and  two  n&$  had  been  palled  in  their  fayour>  and  for  thei^  4;§- 
lief— the  aft  of  tli?  .7th  of  ;he  late  King,  c.  15.  and  tha^  of  tlje 
s6th  qf  his  prHeiAt  Ma]cftyi.c.  36.  His  IfOrdihip  ftated,  that^t 
the  time  .vriieo  the  fird  a£t  was  pafled^  th;K  great  apd  rejTpe^hje 
ch^a&er  Lord  Talbot  fat  yppn  the  woolfack^and  that  when  tl)e 
laft  mentioned  a£l  pjiQed,  Lord  Mansfield  prefided  in  that  Houfe. 
The  ofcjed  of  each  of  tbcfe  ads  was  for  relief  in  cafes,  of'grcatet 
importance  than  the  Ship  owners  aiked  to  be  relieved  fSrom  in 
the  prefent  inftance.  The  a<5l  of  the  7  th  of  the  late  King  wac, 
to  render  owners  of  (hips  liable  only  to  forfeit  the  value  of  <he 
llup  and  freight,  for  embezzlements  committed  without' their 
Icnowledge. 

The  aft  of  the  26th  of  his  prefent  M^jefty  was  fonndbd 
on  an  application  for  relief  from  an  accident  of  a  very  ii^- 
ferior  nature,  compared  to  that  on  account  of  which  the^y 
now  prayed  relief,  viz.  from  fire,  an  accident  which  could 
fcatx:cly  be  fuppofed.  to  happen,  unlefs  the  crew  of  a  mer- 
chant Ihip,  which  had  not  neceflarily  gun  powtler  o^  com- 
hufiible  matter  on  board,  were  unpnrdonnWy  negligent)  as 
their  pecfonal  fafcty  depended  on  their  care. and  attention  to 
avert  fo  fiical  an  cfent.  From  what  had  been  urged  at  the  bar 
it  was  evident,  that  no  doubt  of  the  conftrudion  of  thofe  ads 
whieh  he  had  mentioned,  or  of  the  law  .a*  it  flood,  had  been 
entertained  liy  the  courts  in  Weftminfter  Hail,  or  by  any 
lawyer  of  ix>krable  prafiice  ;  urrfortunately,  however,  n^Jt  oi?ily 
the  ihip  owners,  but  even  the  merchants  who -were  in  the 
h^bit  of  freighting  veflcls  with  their  goods,  hod  fallein  into 
a  common  ewor,  and  totally  mifconceivcd  the  law,  aiid  upon 
that  mifconceptiion  they  had  mutually  a£led,  til)  the  declfiQn.m 
the  cafe  of  Smith  and  Siiephard  mauifefted  their  miftake^.  a«id 
taught  them  the  danger  into  which  their  mifeonception  had  l^d 
them.  Alarmed  at  the  difcover)'^  they  IiadiconVened  meec'uigi, 
and  oornfidered  what  were  the  mofi  pnidcat  and  pra(fticab)e 
«nf»ns  of  iofuring  themfelves  againft  an  extent  of  rifi|ue,  upon 
'which  they  had  through  inadfortency,  arifing  from .  igDormce 
of  the  law,  never  calculated.  Their  .firft  idea  was,  to  alter  the 
bill  of  lading,  but  difficulties  infurmountable  prefented  theqa* 
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lt\f^,  whf  rt  t)M^  ftmmi^d^i^  ivdueti  tbei»  ootioiis.  to  fnSBfXy 
aU'th^vlfe^uHd  th^ir  laftitftft  fpr  relieCmufl  be.an  anBcukxi 
%^^tt)^/^^^  vpon  coat  ^und  it  was,  hk  Cordillifs 

Atift '  thai  the  Ship^wncn  nos^  came  hdhr^  Ui^t  'Hooic,  and 
K  Atij^  thctr  Lor(l(hi)^^Ml4  ccMliiefceiifl  lOfg^aiK  Uieni  tbe 
fitlupt^flbyec)  for,  an<I  fpfejijhi  ^6:Qt  btlli  The  apfilicants 
'  iktfjd  iif  a  fituatjon  ecntiKwy  vtreXui  and  important  to  m^  ftaic, 
9M%  fpuft  be  evident  to  pve^y  Vfi9p^  that  lihe  fullell  encoun^ 
'  nM)ftV\|ght  to  b^  given  V>  tlbcfn^  '^  far  as  \k  cmU  be.  jicM  out 
-^ti(fentl)f  Vith  a  due  nq^^rd  to  Uw.aiid  oqi^tty^  The  pcii- 
tio^^POj^tieir Ix>iVlili^*  tabfe  \\}  TavQufi^  ^he  bilU^wa&iigo^ 
*  by' a  number  of  merchants  of*  tlie  big]i<C  cHa«^r  aod  icpau- 
tidn/wbojprofelTed  not  only  a  williiign^is  V>  ac^Qiefce  la  iiicb 
t^ifT  V^*  the^Le^iflature  fliouta  in  its  wirdom  ^Hink  fit  to  grant 
ttid^Shtp^wnerst  but  an;(iou9y  and  earn'^OJy  prayed  that  fuch 
rMiif  jmgjit  be  grafted.  The  Ship-owners  thennfelvcs,  his 
Li^^dinip  iai(],  were  11)0^  r<rfpedatife  oien^  and  it  was  inconceiT- 
able.How  much  the  natJQf\  was  indebted  to  them  for  their  pub- 
-Ficl*pirjtt,^heir<nterpciz*rn^,genius  and  iheirardourof  advcn- 
•tiire/  To  check  fo^li  oicnjn  thc«r  oieritonous  .career,  might 
throw  a  damp  on  the  ^Sprls  Vnd  energy  of  o|ie  of  the  niw  ufe- 
fm.defcpptiohs'of  men  iii* tbe  community,' and  be  prodofiive 
of  ipfiuit^  milchief  to  the  i)[jitc.  He  had  converfed  with  feveral 
of  jh^tc^wilp-owners  onthe  fubjeft,  who  all  agreed  that  naif- 
takei^a^'fhey  might  have  Wn  with  regard  to  tne  conft<u£UoR 
ofitie  .^taiutCj  \t  was  a  co(prpon  error  into  which  tbcf  and  tbe 
nieirciiarits  had  mutually  fallen,  and  that  hi  their,  optfaion  no* 
thing'fhort  of  an  exprefs  declaratory  ftatutc  could  feltfethc 
maUe>' and  put  it  out  of  queflion.  Nay,  fo  convinced  of  this 
were  they',  that  two  of  the  moil  opulent  and  refpe^d>Ie  among 
them  had  pflurcd  him,  that  if  the  bill  did  not  pafs,  they  fWoU 
fell  tlioir  Ihaccs  in  fliippiiigi  and  quit  a  (pecies  of  trafic  in 
whicli  the  profits  were  fo  unequal  to  the  rlfque :  he  had  heard 
thVShip.6wncrsthat  day  compared  to  Land-carrier%  the  Pro- 
prtctors  of  Stage  coaches,  and  Waggons,  but  00  comporUbn,  iu 
his  mind,  could  be  more  unlike. ,  ^  The  cartiers  by  iarid  had  it 
in  the^r  power  to  (ee  that  the  goods  they  undertook  to  cany 
from  pnc  place  to  another  were  fafcly  conveyed.  Thej  migbt 
'fu|>er:iiif^nd  their  fervants,  corre&  their  abu/es,  prevent  tfeir 
negtigence,  and  take  every  ncccflfary  precautioifio  avert  danger 
or^afeace. ' '  Not  fi>  the  Ship-owner,  from  the  momenc'Aat 
•hisVc^Pput  to  fea,  k  was  out  of  his  view,  he  had  no  ccutfooi 
ovist  it  wnatfoever,  he  could  not  tell  where  bis  property  wis, 
nof^'^ouM'he  prevent  the  pbflible  want  of  care,  or  negligence  \>f 
thofi^  }n  Whbfe  hands  he  had  neccffarily  entrufted  it.  In ;» 
word/th^fe  was  no  fort  of  (imilitude  ia  the  two  ittiiatianof  a 
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Linj«>carrn8r,  andf  a  SHlp-ownwr.  l|6'^jured  tji^ir^^ 
to  rctollefi  how  important  it  Was  for  WV country |.*  to  pajj  |jar- 
ticuhr  attcntioif  to  evtry  thing  ft ^ilf  ctinc^rrt6i,W!^^ayigatim^ 
That  the  fupcribritv  we  had  attiiiiea  Qvcr  ptbec  inar»timc 
ftates,  in  that  refpect^  was  daily  pr6<futjnfi;  thc^^'aj^fcffaiti^l 
aldvantages  to  the  firftr  intcreft$  or  ih^^Brriifli  ^iiipirp^^That  fo 
acknowledged  was  our  prc-cmiiiencfc  at  fca,  that  it  was  poU>- 
rious,  alihoogh  die  ftiifs  pf  th6  Northern  nations  would  carVy^ 
freights  at  confiderably  ieft  "per  Viij  "than.ouf  fliipi^,^the^^^^ 
ferencc  was  decidedly  given  In  our  favour  by  the  Shippers  &f 
thofc  very  ftates  which  had  a  tnai^ne;of  their  own,  .and  they 
never  thought 'thirrproperiy  fo  fife  a$^  WhiJn  It  was  cmbarke^^itC 
Britf(h  bottoois.  To  what  was  {tik  preference  to  be  ?aicrif>ed^ 
but  to  the  fuperiority  of  ourftilpsando^irfearDen,  and  tothf^>fpr- 
Tit  and  hbcrality  of  our  fhip-ownetf,  wbo,  without  fcrupie^put 
their  fortunes  to  the  hazird,  aiid  were  In  evifry  point  of  view 
entitled  to  the  favour  and  proteAion  of  the  Lcgiflature.  \yith' 
regard  to  the  ihippers  thev  had  an  pmple  fecurity  froqa  th6  un- 
derwritersy  and  would  fuitain  no  injiiry  from  the  favour  hoifjr 
requefted  being  extended  to  (hip-owner$.  Nor  was  it  a  novelty 
that  was  defired/  Her  we)t  knew  that  the  laws  of  Holland,  of 
Hamburgh,  and  of  Denmark,  and  Indeed  of  all  the  continental 
maritime  powers,  were  governed  by  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
prcrcntbill;  that  their  rules  were  yet  more  favourable  to  the 
Ship-owners,  and  that  they  ftoo3  in  thofe  countries  in  a  fitiuk 
tion  ftiH  prcferahle  to  that  on  which  Britifh  Ship-owners  wouUf 
fland,  tvcn  after  the  prefent  bill,  fljouUj  it  receive  iheir  Lord- 
ihips'  fanftion,  were  paffed  into  a  law.  Upon  all  thefe  confi- 
derations  his  Lordfliip  faid»  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  move  that 
the  hil!  he  now  read  i»  fecond  time. 

Lcrd  Thwlaw  began  his  reply  by  complimenting  the  noble 
Earl,  on  the  great  degree  of  knowledge  that  lie  had  di(V 
played  upon  the  fubjeft,  which,  neverthcleis,  appeared  to  him 
to  lay  in  a  very  narrow  compafs  The  noble  Earl  had  ftated, 
that  twoofthe  moft  eminent  and  refpedlible  of  the  Ship-owners 
had  affured  him,  tha^lfthe  Legiflature  refufed  to  grant  (he  re- 
lief prayed  fcpc  by  the  prefent  bill,  they  would  fell  their  (hares 
in  fhtpping,  and  abandon  a  fpccies  of  traflick  in  whk;h>  \\y  their 
minds,  the  rijqae  was  lb  much  larger  than  the  profits.  Trc- 
mendou:s  as  this  threat  was,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  hc.was  neithi^T 
much  furprifed,  nor  much  ftiocked  at  it.  Whenpver  peripns 
concerned  in  a  particular  branch  of  bufinefs,  were  ^njcipgs  to 
obtain  an  ohjedt  favourable  to  thcmfelves  and  their  in tereih, 
they  wrefeWom  fparing  of  ftrong  laiVguage  and  vehement  cx- 
preffions.  it  was  ibme  confolatton,  however,  to  his  mind»  to 
be  able  xo  form  a  tolerable  idea  from  the  great  and  refjpedaUe 

4I2  lift 


J94  WOODFALL'S  rXKUAMUttlCkY  ROOTTS.  fhrn-m^ 

iift  b(  aiDnbht  comniercial  mchi  who'haW^  ve«»  cirtaiLed 

<^ital  as'  Sh'rp-owiie»; ' Vhit  ftrcfit  ^  e  flteem  iPVttl  *  &M 
of  .  aciequflte  '  pirofit'  ^  idv-amage.  H\  4lid  iwt  *  tfaeitdbfv 
quite  credit  the  metjace  thrbwn-oiit  by  th^-itogenlletiitn  al- 
luded to'  by  the  noble  E^nri, '  tior  believe  >'  «t  *hey  mmM  ^aat 
to  become  Ship-ownersrfc.tengite  ttrar  (p^iet  •§  tmfiek  AutU 
i-e^aain  advantageous,  htittf  they  even  i^eie  >d  e  •  nooghiDkttp 
their  -word,  he  was  pctfefitty  perfuaded  ^hit  ot-  ef  iriendnfiis 
would  bo  ready  to  enter  into  the  trade'.  With  r  ga'd  to  what 
the  noble  Earl  had  faid  of  the  preference  f^ve  •  Vy-  riTthcm 
nations  to.  entruftingthdr  |Jroperty  in  Bmrlh  b  to«nS)  lather 
than  thofe  of  their  own  country,  which  the'^t>k  '  Lof4  aMb> 
cd  to  the  fuperiority  of  om*  fhips  and  out  fc'itien^  he  fa^iievcd 
it  was  more  to  be  afcribed  to  another  cnufe,  ?i«.  the  faciiky 
which  the  Courts  of' Jufticc  in  this  kingdom  afforded  lo  aH 
fuitors  to  recover  da n< ages  proportionate  lo  the  refponfibife?  of 
Ship-owners,  or  any  cither  deffcription  of  pcrfens  with  whin 
foreigners  h^id  entrutted  their  p/roperty  \  a  facUfty  to  be  fernid 
in  no  other  country  in  Europe,  and  which  he  verily  beiietc4 
was  the  true  ground  of  our  higji  reputation  as  z  marrititne  flue, 
*and  hoped  it  would  continue  to  the  end  of  time.  Boifefur 
was  the  bill  from  recognizing  and  fupport^n^f  this  b4fis  of  Bri- 
tifi)  credit,  that  it  went  to  undernrtne  and  defhroy  h>  by  kftiw 
drif  the  fecnrity  hitherto  afforded  to  the  ihippfcrs  of  goods,  and 
■in  defiance  of  a  known  and  eftaWlflied  principle  of  kw,  creat- 
ing an  advantage  in  favour  of  Ship-owners,  neither  tUpHsfMt 
nor  jufiifiable  as  a  Icgrflati^e  prdvifion.  '  It  wasj  his  Lfwtfiip 
faid,  not  a  little  extraordinary  to  'hear  the  nobte'Eftrl  argue 
with  fo  much  confidence,  tliat  Ship-owners  bore  n6fiMlitiide 
to  Land-carriers,  whereas  in  the  eye  of  the  !aW,  tlieywere 
lirgardcd  prccifely  \n  tfie  fame  point  of  view,  and  fevetai  tfis 
of  Parliament  regulated  them  by  the  fame  principles,  particii> 
larly  the  two  identical  ftatutcs,  mentioned  by  the  mMe  Earl 
himfelf.  He  owned,  he  nor  only  faw  no  neceffity  for  poftnga 
new  law  Upon  the  IbbjcA,  but  that  much  mifchfef -nright  be 
the  confcquence  of  ihtrcxlucing  into  the  oode  a  ftahirr,  dirrfl- 
ly  contra<fi6tory  to  the  known  :rnd  eftaWrfh^  liVvas  it  hid 
hitherto  flood  ;  and  it  was  the  more-unneceflB^y,  as  the  Ship- 
owners by  an  aheratron  of  their  bilH  of  lading  tni^t  ipakc 
fpccial  contracts  for  thctnfelves,  and  guard  4gai>ift  any  ptam 
rifquc  than  they  thofe  to  rtfn.  There  was  thertsfore  no  fert  of 
occafion  for  the  Houfcto  go  out  of  its  way,  ^nd  bv  down  a  pe- 
remptory contraft,  as  a  general  reguhtion,  wh:ch-mtiAlfitbs 
refult  prove  a  difadvantage  to  both  parties  concern^  in  ihippin$:> 
as  under  different  circumftances.  difierent  excepiiohs,  m^b  be 
fit  to  be  taken,  and  the  contrail  between  the  ihipper  and  the 
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Svp-MTVei  be  dnmm  JccnEdingly .  If  be  thought  th^  ibc  bill 
oqttU  kc  it>ainoliQ(9tei]  in  s^Coaimittee, »» to  be  m^k  to  anfwev 
9xxf  good  pyrpofet  and  be  freed  from  any  of  the  weighty  objec- 
tions that  loy/Sigamft  It^he  ibould  not  ol^c£t  to  its  g6ihg  to  ;i 
GcfVifnitt^  I, but a« he defpaired  of aovfucb efied beuig ^produc- 
ed^ind  confidaredit  as^an  im^a&ioabis  attempt  to  improve^ what 
was  in  itfelf  fa  lauch  mifconceived^  ^nd  fo  radically  erroneous 
cfaait  it  .would  p«$.  .admit  of  impcoven)ent«  when  the  que^ipn 
was  put  m  the  ir^^le  Earl^s  oaotion^  he  fh(;mld  be  under  the 
necelfity  of  faying,  mtcimtfnt.  ... 

The  LMtd'Ch^^H^  faid,  he.  thought  it  incumbent  on  him 
Co  refida  bill,  ih&diro£l  ^nd,  a  vowed  obje^ft  of  which  ^  was  to 
ovcftum  and  .fubiyezt  the  edaUiih  principles  of  the  common 
law,  nor  could  he  even  confeint  to  admit  the  humour  of  any 
particular  defc^iptien  of  traders  to  be  a  &^  ground  of  legiflaUon« 
If  fach  a  principle  were  once  g^ven  way.  tq,  let  their  Lordfliips 
XfA&Qi  for  a  moment  on  what  mud  be  the  confeqifence.  In- 
fiead  of  a  regular,  well  connedted,  and  perfpicuous  fyfletn  of 
law>  a  motly  col)e£iion  of  patched,  piecemeal  abfurdities  cleno* 
minaled  A^s  of  Pariiamcnt,  lingular  and  irrelative,  and  futted 
rather  to  the  convenience  of  individual  defcriptions  and  clafles 
of  fnefcbents,  mechanicks,  and  traders,  would  fill  the  Statute- 
b^oks^  and  rather  form  a  perplexed,  obfcure,  unintelligible 
chaos,  than  aplainv  fimple,  and  intelligible  code.  All  lawt 
ibould  be  deduced  from  accurate  reafoning,  and  be  grounded  on 
general  principles.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  aiTertion  in  tho 
preamble  of  the  bill,  that  dmhti  exifted  was  not  true,  nor  waa 
it  decent  to  alJedge  (b  grois  a  falfehood,  as  the  ground  of  a  de- 
claratory law  4  no  doubt  whatever  exifled  as  to  the  law;,  it  was 
iHiiverfally  known  and  acknowledged.  Ship-owners  were  le- 
gally refponfibj&fi>r  the  fafe  delivery  of  their  freights  in  all 
cftl'es,  except  where  accident  happened  in  conftqucnce.  of  the 
di^nikcians  cf  Providence,  or  from  the  King's  enemies.  That 
WHS  the  longcflabliftied^  principle  of  the  common  law,  aiap- 
plieci  to  the  f^bje£t^  and  that  jt  was  uniformly  held  to  be  fuch, 
was  to  be;  learned  from  the  higheft  law  authorities,  from  Lord 
Hale,  frotn^XrOrd  Chief  Juftices  Holt  and  Lee^  and  'from  the 
laiC'Lord  Mansfield,  nay  fo  fret;  from  doubt  w^is  it, ,  that  a 
ftudent  would  not  be  fit  to  called  to  the.. Bar,  if  he  did  not 
know  it.  It  wa3  upon  this  cle^ly  afccrtained  principle,  that 
hisnobieand  learned  friend  iXord  JE^enyonJ.had  decided  in 
the  cafe  of  Smith  and  Shephard,  i^n  which,  the  Shi^-owners 
afl^ed  to  h9ve  taken«fo  violent  an  alarm«  What  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  contrail  entered  into  between  the  Ship-owner  and 
tbe  ihipper*  but  that  the  former  .ihould.  deliver  the  goods  put 

on 
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ofi  board  his  vQflel  in; ithe'(afDercoiidilao9(m?irldfekt^ 
been  receivcdt  «n4  tlia<^ip*Qwnor  wis  n/pgnfiblrior  any  ^k-^ 
mage  or.  Jo(s».  except  as  |be.  km  ternoed  it^  Aom^^fl&of  Gad* 
f«cH  8is^  ljghtn*n|;,  tanip^ft)  Am?.,  or  from  the  Kiil^.aDQiiiin? 
The  preffiq;  bill  went  rfvr^ly  i^  fubvert  the  pti^cipie  cf  the 
oomtnon. law,  anil  to  ^UlitM^  nqt  a coDti:a£i»>bar  nibcp  faacr 
thing  in  th^  natore  of  a  /«k/,.    It  at  once  l^f^ed  the  Ibmritj 
of  the  (hipper^aod  the  refpopfibil^  of  the  Ship-owaor,  placing 
the- former  in  a.  worfe  fiMi^tip^ ,  thpn  he  ftqod  yi  at  .predem.' 
It  was  {a'ul»  that  wiihoot  any  Uaonoralitji  pring'*^'?'^^^  *^ 
p^rt;  pf  thofe  w^o'  had  the.care^of  the  ihip^  .^G^desiU  might 
hai^peni  the  fliipmight Arikcona  tunken i;Qck,»qr,a fandrbaDk^* 
nehher  of  which  was  laid  down  in  any.chaii/    To  meet  thcfe 
difUcaltieSy  why  could  not  the  ihip-owners  tnake  their  own 
GontraiSls,  and  hitroduce  fuch  exceptions  to  liieir  jtfpoBfihility 
as  they  thought  proper  in  their  bills  of  ladii^,  as  was  die 
univerial  cuUom  with   carriers  by  land?   Jf  the  biU  pafied* 
its  provifions>  were  fo  abfurd  and  contradi^lory  tbat.be  ihould 
from  his  heart  pity  tlie  Judge   and  Jury  who  were  calisd 
upon  to  decide  on   it.     The  old  afts  did  iiot  overturn  the 
common  laW)  they   went  only  to  affirm  its  prmciplc^  aid 
to  limit    its    provlfions    in    particular  in{lancesi^      Lei    die 
complainants  make   their  contra£ls,  or  bills  of  lading,  m 
what  fiiape,  or  to  what  cfftA  they  pleafed ;  but  let  them 
nek,  by  a  general  law,  fay,   that  the  Ship-owners  {hal}  be 
anfWerable  only  in  cafes  of  **  adtual  default."     What  wasac- 
tml  default  i  flow  could  it  be  inconteftibly  defcribed  t  Let 
any  {{)ecific  inflance  be  dated,  but  not  the  general  term  adQal 
defeuft.     In  fa6l>  the  bill  affe£ted  to  do  that  which  was  be- 
yond the  power  of  any  Legiilalure  to  perform.     Suppofe  for 
a  momept  the  Ship.owners  were  to  be  gratified^  the  Lighter* 
men  would  next  expe6t  a  fimihr  relief;  nor  coold  the  Le- 
giflafore  confiftently   deny  it  to  them.     The  Wharfingers 
would  follow.     Above  all,  he  would  put  it,  and  to  thofe  who 
moft  fupported  the  bill,  the  Sh.ip-owners  thcmfclves;  oh  the 
tiie  prohAble  confequenceof  pafhng  the  bill.  Let  thciti  think  on 
thechiVxis  of  feamen  ;  ihofe  might  look  up,  and  juftfy  too,  in 
iuch  a  dafe,  to  ParlianTcntfor  relief.  As  the  law  thcrt  flbod«!^hey 
were  not  entitled  to  their  wages  except  the  voyage  wai  pbrfcAbo. 
In  ^afe  of  (hipwrcck,  even  where  their  very  exiflence  was  en-    v 
dangered^  after  all  <he  viciffitudcs  of  hatxifhrp,  of  coM,  of  hun* 
ger,  and  fatigue,  whic))  the  feamen  in  fuch  cafes  muft  foficr, 
ftill  they  could  not  legally  infift  upon  their  wage^.  He  had  him« 
fel£  tried  cafes  m  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  greatly 
afiedted  him,  and  wrung  the  hearts  cf  die  Jury,  to  find  htmfetf 

obliged 


}wm  7.1  WOOWALt'S  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.  .  §^% 
obliged' toidecfatoagainftthcfni  bin  lie  was  obliged 'to  diircd 
ttid  ]upf  (o^o40iisaithc  principfo'of  k^r  wa^  clear  and  \snde- 
aiable.  If  ihebitt  «iias  pafTttli  h«y# ceOld the-Hmife  iet  ibetr 
ftc«iiiem>ft|hi»ciiiim  of  the  featMn  M>t  ihe^wner^cottftder 
thftfl  Hebeltev«d»  is  his  noMe  andlea^ned  Friend  dhii  wbofd 
^AtoK  mod  dehrwily  always  had^'  dnd  #ouki  ocinttntiito: 
have  great  Wiaght  a«ld  authoriry  in  that  Hdufe,  the  fupefrbr 
eMOuragemem  whkh  the  laws^ofthe  coutitiy  heM  out  to 
them,  to  be  a  principal  induirement  to  foreigners  to  ptifei^ 
Brhifli  iMps.  He  did^trat  Tee  how  the  biU  could  be  ameiior*' 
ated  in  a  Comnfiiteee.  Oneof  ftslcadin|[  proviiions  went  id 
annutall  thefuMifting  (Contracts,  and  tj^ol^,  under  which,  ihips 
vrete  to  ferve  ia  given  periodyhad  raken  their  departure ;  aoi 
this  Tubrerfion  of  bngagcment  wis  dfefircd  at  the  inftance  of 
one  of  the  comractlrtg  panics ;  h  wa^an  ixpojlfa^o  law  of  th<s 
worft  kind y  it  bbr6  the  chdraSer  of  mercilejs  iniquity!  And 
he  wondered  how  the  other  Hoirfe  of  Parliament  cduld  fuffer 
Rich  a  biH  w  pafs  through  It — for  his  part  his  feelings  as.  well 
asliis  underftanding,  impelled  hiiuto  oSl:r  his  proteil  againit 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  biil. 

The^ake  Si  Leedi  faid,  that  after  what  they  had  heard ;it 
the  bafy'and  ftipported  in  fo  able  a  manner  by  the  two  noble 
and  Icarhed  LOrds,  for  e&ch  of  whom  he  entertained  a  fin^ 
cere  and  profound  rcfpeft,  he  ought  to  a;K)Iogize  fw  rifing; 
to  otFer  a  very  few  words*  He  owned,  he  had  regaudcd  tlio 
bil)  in  a  different  light,  before  he  heard  vyhat  had  fullen  fcum . 
fiich'very  high  authority/  which  had  its  4ue  weight  <^)  bif 
mind.  He  neverthelcfswlifled^  tliat  the  bill  might  ber44fT. 
fcred  to  go  to  a  Committee,  that  they  might  fee  if  it  couixL 
not  be  fo  far  amended,  as  to  remove  the  (Irongefl  obj^diong 
to  it.  With  regard  to  what  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  xja^the. 
wootfack  bad  faid  of  the  bill's  annulling  the  e%iIlingcoiH< 
tra<^^  with  the  owners  ojf  fuch  (hips  as  had  failed  ;  if  it  would 
produce  fudi  an  ettcft,  pnflibly  when  the  ads. of  the  7th  of 
the  late  King,  jjnd  the  26th  of  his  prcCat  Ma-jeftypafifedr 
they  were  prodii&jve  of  tl\e  fame  inconvenience^  but  ac  guy 
rate»  tie  conceived  the.  introducing  a  ilroog  claufe  in  ithe 
Cpminittee  to  meet  that  .matter,  would. remove  the  obje<--» 
tion.  Much  ftrefsy  his  Qrace  obrcrvedi  ,had  been  bid  upon 
the  ill  eSe6ls  of  innovaiioo,  fay  the  learned. Counfe I,  and  tho 
deteriBiDation  of  the  antient  Baron&  cited,  Na.'umas  L^get^ 
Anglia  mutari..  If  this  principle  wasirigoroufly  purf<iod>and 
carried  to  its  full  extent,  be  would  aik,  ta  what  end  did  their 
JLordflups  fu  in  that  Houfe?  No  Lord  refpcdled  grave  andr 
*  .     aniienc 


Mm  wka  f^n^^<fifi»mkii^!fyYtm'hJRfi^m  am^  am 

j|i^4. ^ncuf  ring,, jlf ^s i^arflojtapd  W*l?r  Esj^iviqo^lhe  waiA> 
;.fef«*«iMJ#y»'*Nl»  J|)1%'J^i>l*»ff<»4..f»-  l»ouU)!i«9wi:jtbe  ^fr 

iilflfa^^lcd,.  »!^.tljftAip||fr^.,9^.j;^ai:<»ja5^ 

B(9t  ^li(},  vfjple  of  the  ,fl»ifehicnfl«^  /efeaotfjj^i^j^piAl  qinft 

*>«?>»)•;,  pis  t^«»flw#y^#j«)w«Wi%5f^^ 

'  T;rd4«cii!B^  laid,  4h2t,.iift,bff£,rpi 


.dqic.git£e,pcefeot  dircf^mob,-itecai^  be 
ey^jry:  ,:tking  that  could  b^  fyi^.  by  na' 
wogjit.^nd  jautborjjty^iwho^dJhf't.^^y^  ..^ 
BMW.Jiy^'ij  a,cjucfiwn,o^,^\icbJiiglv  cjoni^^f 
Th  the  refult  his  }\i^gfffi^nfpfiif^t^^-—~-- 

n^gJljght  It  his  duty  to  ol^|aip  fuch  in^matiooLMpod  tjnetyb* 

*       Jcct, 
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JeA,  as  couM  come  withiahis  Tesch  ;  and  he  had  acdoni* 
iQgly  cenveijed  much  upon  the  AibjcA  with  fevoral  of  iko 
parties,  whopromcyted  and  brought  forward  the  bitt;  men 
of  extenfive  deaKngs  in  trade,  of  gt«at  infermatimi,  and  of 
moft  refpedable  cbar^der»»  He  had  IHlened  to  dieir  argU'* 
meot  with  a  dirpofitioti,  if  ifliad  been  poffibtei  lo  have  gi^Q. 
his  concurrence  \  he  had  liftened  ff>  the  very  able  mtgrnjcimti 
of  the  Counfel  at  the  bar.  He  had  given  an  unwearied  Md 
anliOus  sAtehtiOA  to  the  fobfei|tient  debate ;  in  the  rcfuU» 
two  queftions  prefented  themfelveff  to  hi«  mind.  ]§  the  law 
doubtful  with  regard  to  the  reffkirrfibtiaty  of  ShipOwnera) 
If  it  is  not  doubtful,  do  there  cxift  any  reafont  of  expedl^ 
€Dcy  for  changing  the  law,,  or  for  introducing  a  hew  law } 

As  to  the  firft  of  thfefe  queftions,  it  was  now  afcertained 
by  the  admiflion  cf  the  Counfel  at  the  bar,  by  the  hi^  au- 
thority of  the  three  learned  Lords  who  had  fpok^n  in  the 
debate,  and  by  the  ftarme  book  Mtlf^  that  the  law  is  clear 
and  indifputable.  It  had  long  beeh  fo ;  h  had  been  decided 
in  many  folemn  cafes ;  it  had  been  repeated  in  the  pre- 
ambles of  two  ilatutes,  which  had  been  paflU  upon  the  fub-^ 
jed.  It  Was  pft>bable  enough  that  the  conRruAion  of  the 
law  was  unknown  to  fttahyv  v^  had  "ho  particular  call  to 
advert  to  it.  But  it  ought  to  haVebefen  Irnown,  and  mtift  be 
prefomed  to  hav)^  been  known  1>y'thofe  whofe  line  of  bnfi- 
nefs  and  refponfibility  required  them  to  know  {t.  Be  that 
however  as  atmighN  the  bw  was  ftdw  known'  and  recognix- 
ed  ;  and  it  Would  be  a  grofs  and  glaring  falfliood  to  admit 
What  is  dated  as  the  principle  of  the  prefent  bilU  that  the 
law  is  doubtful.  Still  lefs  could  he  admit  as  an  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  a  doubt,  whether  founded  or  not  founded, 
that  a  claule  Oiould  be  introduced,  taking  away  and  atmuU 
ling  by  retrofped,  a  ri^t  of  aftion  in  fupport  of  an  ex- 
ifting  cTaim/  He  was  forry  for  individuals,  whofc  iraorante 
or  inadvertence  ttilght  have  expofed  them  to  lofs;  outfuch 
a  ^remedy  would  be  a  violent  and  iniquitous  proceeding, 
whtch  their  'Lordfhipi  would  not  fanction. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  law ;  was  it  become  expedfent 
to  Introduce  a  new  fyftem.  In  other  words,  was  it  bteome 
wife  (o  leflen  by  a  legiQative  provifion,  that  general  fefooaf»» 
blltty  to  which  the  mafters  and  owners  of  veffels  are  itMHf 
utilefs  they  reftrain  it  by  a  fpecial  contract  i  In  his  opmion, 
it  Was  clearly  for  the  benefit  of  all,  for  the  benefit  even  of 
the  promoters  of  the  prefent  bill  to  leave  the  fubjtct  open  to 
competition  artd  to  fpecial  contract.    To  the  (hipper  of 

Vot.  11.1798.  4K  goods. 


gMds,  iHlietde^'W  \)t'fti!^}f  ^im^dHSiiK  WtfiOw-  tfht'^h 
canricf  has  M  inteitfKir  |^ifft^g(^Ve6eis  and  able  nu- 

fOC  tQ  announoe.    It  had  been  declared  by  tNb'ltflirn^  L6l|fir; 

dobfttiie  of  profMtiga  <ft«<tel  i€biJtfi«m  aW'partfes%% 
ioi<#^l*»rli»<nenr,  «(»ii^ttNi)flf%ve?rivV'bf  Htl  ^tenni^dpTes 


Cmients         '  lo  A/lp«  Contents    .        \i    ' 

.,•:  r:,  I.  .  :  .  T^:^^^-^^*  7^9*  f.x.  .n;:'.-n:cj  i  •nr-. 
;  ,|A.«H!%ge  ffomttb«  ionds  Ufdrnwitbe  Houftj  tfkaf  (H^ 
(^#>ij|>«-.ll«d»9r«edtodkvLaiitidferiScffioiWblll^  ttyb^^tOg 
Afim!#rutMient.JMUii&aM  .  .1;  .  ;•  :  ii--'  ■••.  h-t-  ii«r  ri--. 
^,^hfi{^mw%<ivi»rdraawAi  thattke  iovthtff  tioihfidfcfittil^ 
of  i^;refJ«r|>0R<(he  TAtm^fctMAirt^iitUi^aA^Xil^e'tB^ 

V-     .-.-^^  v!;!!  •      ••    : -AUmitTy  Slitr*if.  n.:'-.  i.O/-:-..    .  .•:^  . 

."Th«  JlimuyGeHeftii4itn  rofe  to  c«fit#/lhSr%rii|rt 
paflcMudi^  «  felTibn  itff  Pterliairient  hafl  krafitfoife^aM  iwro: 
^ai»« view  to  the  bfegiimhjg  irftheT^iai^W^fiKhm 
hul  betart^^flM.— This  wm  a  fiaion  of  tfit  tr^ittrt  Jtlgd 


fwnr.thKdairbf  thdi*  rrfpeffive ^gtints. '  To'  i^Vaufh^' 
fc«.a»i«Agr|Wm'«M9'»ift>''it.*risWfritt  j^/'fifii^e  &!«« 
t»hriiigT6»«l«n  t«  t«aki:'ro«!f  annii^tes  ftfeili^'WcilST' 
«UMV»«en  <h6  3lrft  6f  OAi»ef/»»J¥6i:WWl«hVf^ 

<«)«*it|e»-«»ereei'afifed^*?tKWt«e't!ffle'*AJ.''ihiiia- 


of.tlioA.jiu«i«itve«r  "trertf  |ji*afifed  vWtKW  ttfe  'tiffli 

••••••■V  •    ■»•  '  ■■■-;''^'-''if«iso^'kii» 


W^: 


The  r^Tort  of  the  Committee  appoiQ|e4tOieiiqiiL^a|^9 

agreed  to ;  wh'ep  ,  .  » •••>..<;  hf.n  j  i  .  •  '.k>  '  '4.  or  ».y 
\  Mf.  /i^/A-  Mf  ,ihfiq;f*feJwA  tteih*  .f*  M^if^tktfjr  not 
pjily  to  irapqiiUi^^  ^)iB)/i»|n^^p|  thf(  i^illtMlWi%iftpo^{f 
/ubjeift  >vbich,^-nf;?^i4y ^0(1^1?  d9{|%[|i9^f^«4.th<9iU:f«c^gF 
and  ajFc^crf  t^  ^lip^ajft^fif^ 
thought  Lt  *lfo;qeo?|raJX,to.4?pnt5id'lA.W  fiXffimi»»tcfDttf 

iiig  $h9  trMtRiei^^^;vK^^hn?H:i(^r^  ImiWf&inafced 

in  Qfeat;Erif^uir  ,.ilff?>Hft»K*t'^»fotW»  ftirne  s^ffiml/firfjjoSt 
of  general  fatisraftijvij,^  kii^>t^;  hAW^lM<  uwnalneritaniiWdi 
our  troops  have  been  ir^tp^fifff:§,t^b^^%tii.w»d^ 
at  Oftend.%  .    ,,  ..;   .^  /     '     ,    oi         .   .  .  \ArX^ 

Thb  returning  fcnfc  of  humanity  on  ibe  part.of.jdtc^eHey 
my  (bould  be  cberiihed  and  eocouxaged  on  our  part,  and  the 
objeA  of  the  mmjo^  he  Jh:^  ,<^9W^4p  |ii^]fe)VKas,  to  mitigate 
thf  calamities  of  wa/,  and  to  promote  th^  di^fition  towards 
Jement'treatment^  which  nowTscgaft  to  be  manifeft^  on  Hie 
j^tf^p(j^  ^mf^^  'vrhiJe.it!hdd  oiitJtii  aU  foreigrf  klU^otis  rhe 
mild  and  hJltoaoe  fpirit.with  whtc&'  WcTvrere  ready*  fotre:if 
fuch  pr^fpners  as  (hould  fall  into  our^>hi»ft4$v  Mri  Be^otlcT 
concMcd  b)^;mQVHig>  that  the  report  and  refolotbiis  be  laid 
i}e/^c.^is  l^^^^!^by  focfa  xa^v^H^^is  were  of  hit  YJh^i- 
ty*s  Moft  Honourable  Privy  Council,  togedier '  »^kh  an 
humble  requeft  that  htsrMajefly^WMlldhe  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  take  fuel).  ff^Cj^KfU^ffi,  ^  Xft.hif  ,|4«iji|%*5,wif<tai*i  flioiM 
fceem^fit,  fof.cigif^qijji^iv^U^Jgi^h^'ft'^  tp  fucb  PmieBa^amd: 
States^ a^WfffTt>,W?J|^:iwi^  ,•,  .  »  V^  >  .  v.in  ^v 

^  Lpxapefgr^j^  foqonded  the  n>ation.  .He.Ka^cc^ddbi^it^ 
h5s'hdnoura{?i^  Pr^eiul,  in  ;:9Jfti^ilg  ^^the  retiir'ningrieiifd  ot 
miMncfs '.an^  llM^aU)(;  latply  .d|f^^  4ti6!e«rtnihr  do*-* 

wrffijs'oiir  g;^{^<^coiiptryme^  ^k^  IVM*  Wn  m«Be  piifiiners. 
at  yftena  y  .^g^  cottld'Kp  b4i*q .  wiii^Wd  his  frtbtftd)ofr|pnii£s^ 
^othej^ab^c  nl^piiVfjr  ip',>4hich  ih^yi  ha4'fi^Q<y»9U[h9iittr.d^^ 
jeaonhe  exo^^^  h&m>w  ff^'denlit^tdre' 

tafni^i^of  ttjf,  fginaini^j^^       ^^fefc^iallPrifoticBit^/SMalK 
yi^t  treated  ^i^ajtl^iR  90ttnri;y.iifiiHlvMUrJ|>ft.Mh^ 
w;Jfi^ih^l,(oMe^,i^iias^  hoxjev/Bf  i^j4>*i'^i:fl»<»iW  ^^I'.taJ&iilof 
m'atmg  i|  ft^II^ir  dc^IaratiWr.to.^M  ihe  pi^^^  lit.aHw 

with  lis,  in  order  that  they  might  be  alTured,  that  (hould  the 
fortune  of  war  throw  any  of  them  into  our  hands,  Englifli- 
4  K  2  men 


■minity.  .et>§tfl  l£-.?vsl 

'    Mr.  H.  BrowffiMfoidr^meraMuai  but  wifbed  it  ba^ 
ta0  relation  totHtPM«Uaf'WlAiilf^«^«^dori»ahMUy>«il<feri- 

Mr.  Vaytfittart  not  oi^vwas  of  opinion  that  ».C!miuU«Moit- 

^Wlfiy^aKy  i»(F^i«eu'«t  wbr,i<kii»^Mi  jh*;Dii«». 

£)hiiJons  tranfmftted  to  them.  .h^-gi  .>  ur :  -i  t 

^'ISelt^W-mtV  Wbtjferve^W  kpmtkpKttt^aaSj^BymM 
"    iSTciiifiiic^femi^'ji^  oar 


now  agreed  to  were  aatcccdcnt  ui^iHtilfmf  at^jOftcmlw  r  >  *  ^ 

t  '^^n^ motion  was^mii&db^Aii^VMKhiti'dH^^ 

Malmbl^ury  was  al^dtiii^^)heim^riM>crf:(^tt.&l^ 
!ai  jiof  fiaving  been  (iy^i^^Mmthvtll^;tkUbT^faBkdL^ 

the.Tufe  of  the  Hbilfev  •*'  -"'^^^  -^^^  ^'^  ^"s  e?7iii)l(.f  -h;j^.  ro 

^^ CQm mi tf cattle  h^V^ftiVV^^  ''•  ^      -oj^aifi  i}.>fnJ:;  -r^j  ci 

^^ot  too  great  importance  Vo  W(D»ndM«}tf  fb'tMa  tifiitisfi .. 
^''  Mr,  Thmun  wotildii6t(?otf(feWticlfei''brffaga^Drf«MiL7^ 
*  queftioq  was  then  gtit^  itW'^^tritiJSbWst^illjqW 

"^k'M'im^  t>ol  einl^l  ^4!ti>iMFif  .JdittM^  ,lr9^'ji«.|p!eii9D. 
''%N^«M^ri)W'iIlfbr^'(f««f«l^^ 
'feMmftheH6ui(i'o{<<^BiAiDbiib7/Mr;iif^^      . 
v"''-^!^A^iif  im^ie  Bi{l»^M)iiRfitid»^  t))|/«y«al  isntle- 


feveral  Itages.  ._ 

LordGr«w&  poycd,  that  the  ab<jYi?:^I-,W  flfl??  ff"^/ 

tcing  urged.  .q,^,,.  .„  ^^.,„  .  _, ,.  „.o;  :«.j 


and.  .obvioDir  JptibU^f^iM 


of  the  prindple  ftt  fibe  biU^  . ^  ■^\riD':i]ji^  ;  '  V  . 


veryiKffardn^UgblU  ;  T3«H?f^i^OT%^     Mpon  eve^y  Mrt  of 

4^c Mttiaabiiily^i1a%fbai«i@pft :j^£^^(c  amount.     The  Salt 

>  i|fclgife.f^s»timitofni^y<¥^€i|^ic|^    oi  the  late  adt^tlonf^ 

\4Jgitim{fittfT9iMlt6hf^yrhmP/PWi^^    ^'P^ii  t lie- lower  QrJer 

of  laod-boUbrs,  and  on  the  poor  mj^cral^  toili'e  amount  of 

-4o  the  utmoft  ftretch.  He  cou^jjppl  |^ut  p[)ierve  the  fivoiir 
flidmrtoillc|«ito»^ii9ffe(jLf^t^e^^  i^pcaTu^  .wak^  In- 
fiance  of  it.  He  thought  the  bill  Cuch  a  one  as  that  t^ou^fe 
^Aigbti  Botxto  piifti^'{n^er'did4i^,tbu>k  tlie  pr^ncipU  of  tt 
fui|oi0»il}[  o^hfid^ifffljlif./tl^Qi^e  t^d  ;  the  preftur^  of  the 
l)iirtbeiiB>ti|k>|;{ll^(rd  FMfQpcjJty  .yasalrcaiiy  tao^rcar :  Taxes 

'  {hba\4  )mi  5nJpdfjrf;A^if5JUynUpan.(;y^ry  Wnq  of  oropeity^^^ 
thefe  grounds  he  deemed  it  his  duty  todp^pofe  ^ic  mulj'^'  ^ 

The  Earl  of  £ri;/;]^(7/cpmcnded,  that  the  &ih  DfflWsi^- 

rated  in  an  equa^  ^opprtiofv^pp^  .^X^^  defcription  of  pler-r 

fons— jt  was  a  (pecies  of  tistj^lic'DUrihen  of  which  would 

fall  on  the  confumeR    'AV  thtf/fttne^itne  he  could  not  help 

'^d5R»Wg,ntMeclUttei*WwHjyj(3f1>i  ••-•--■ 


Viif  fMtM\ll1yafeMe;ltedoa«it9Nt 
i)ill,  t^'v^hUh 


^lt«rwiAiMriiddi!c4)a|n  ,.,^ 
a'iairlti^  rttW  jyoUkje^betMoefnia  sff^f 

beneficial  confcquences  witV        ,  .   ^  t  £     ? 

iv'cri?  the  real  principles  of  the  bill ;  ^s  to  iu  details,  and^'par- 

ticular 


^iardjtutkland  rofcio'bbfcrve,  that  tlie  jibbr€'feiii>*a|Ui. 
jpd«^Aia% the lOetWr  oVSilt,  wW totally  jnx-loyiift ^5^ 

ffiiindd  itf  the  concIiHfoai^K  fi^d  'drawn  fefpc'dSrAg^V p^^ 
bfcprotionl<H^.of  pitflbtp.faf  that  amy  on  iWjfaoShpiita:^ 
.KStSifeB,  fo  far  ftAii''a/ii&%HfinVld'f^^^  ifwD^U 

^ffaHtihb  nof  more  tfcahojtc^foh';^'  '  '^'^i':' '   ' '  ^-*-' ' 
.     Ttit:E'ar(  of  Suffolk  acktidliftikecL  *abt  taa^cCT^n  i 
tBe  Wtff  Hh'  ddvcfted'  t{i  v^^fi*1^2frtt  UTtWe^lpt^ 

plWcaiSiW  tiAJri  thclaHdhciMiK  hii'concciyci 'ik'iibf ^-AidSb*. 
'iife9c*V»itHftfe  KW/'^^WhW  the  additlonat-Sptf  ttety  Ktl  f^ 
on'Ai^  Wb'tif  pafflhgthatHoufe,  he^  hacJ^aftertacir  two  ^v 
tQtfidl  ftrfrthd-,;  ontt  diyd3i)fe(rfcitwccn/'aii'd  on  tfnjt'^lt 
h«bpifhd4"the  bill  was  oi^cd..  He  reprobated  fpch'  pHf»|n  of 
W*tfdnJ'^lrt*teeiiWdtfff;to^^     laid  as  feirlyaivJVQflany^urf. 

fif«%v«l»iptclesofH*^^    ''  '        '' \  :'^        '  \  • 

•'JL^f^^irrZflWfoM,  itWa$ i'foittfnat^dicuipj&'iiw,  ttwtibe 
"AWf  dt>6f)  $3lt  fliduM  accidefiitiiUf  have  be^h  ific^^ncA'^i^lw 
Miffefty'i  MWfters  appeared  riiOxt  rfeady  ^ni  ^t^ig'oo.'^fgii^ 
,t]p6hihi)j  flib^d,  than  to  do  what  feenied  to  he^^  mbrei^t 
ttrrd  bufihfefs  of  the  day,  vi:^.  to  give  fom'^  ei^plaliiatioo  of  i^ 
tnftioSple  of  the  bill,  ds  they  themleWes  undierllood  it,     H^faad 
nfift^tbc^oodf-fortViTie  to  hear  What  the  noble  Sccrebrjr  oCJkifK 
ibid  upoh  the ftibje<5l,  but  if  what  hib  nol>Ie  fMend^  the  QQ^| 
%M  itea^  him'  [L6rd  Liverpool]  had  faid,  was  to  b^  ^pnfijpnl 
as*iill  the  expbriation  ileceflary/  and  cHev  \vere  to  u4i^ft|ildft 
tt»t  the  «&aof  the  bin  was  to  be,  the  produ^  i^^tHrop- 
hutiftieQ  'fffouAnd  |kAinds;  or  four  luindred  thoufgyid^ppii^ 
per  «;f)wrWi()^licabtetbthep]ublicf  fervice^  he  murf  ctjpefaM^!^ 
cmAdhbttrfedtt  the  exptinatfbn,  as  tie  had  read  the^bj^lXr^fj^^on^ 
end  tollR;  dHier ,  and  feund>nothine  in  it  that  wwlijtia^j^  ^ 
feppWtaflfch'^a^  jiflfertiom'/    He  otorifte^U*  fpcakiW;Mii?'oi;^^ 
flMrt^uMer^h^J^pHfcrtt  crtcumftancc^'otrti^  cpant&^bp|Wj  ' 
mehfot^cifdalated'to^dd  to' the  t^ef)Q&^  a^6ri^  ^^TSffftv. 
m€hrtk>*ttito  iM  difficulties^  that  Mrere  but  t<:^ti'4e^Cw^[^ 
tb#ii*^*9br»-c4krid  bfe  brought  fotward,  thit;  w<Jiil<I^H(gi'  bcjfr  , 
cci»d«  i^Hb-'^'iAoft  *iTouhftIc  ^nyodices  of  Ifii;  i^'iiSi  aa^ 
Ih^t  ii^h*  <JOdld'have  fdcnd  any  thing  in  the  bill  t!)at  it^vS^S,^ 
ed^Aar'it'WoifH'prodiice  dii  advantage,  iR'anv  {brt,6f  WopQr«> 


likely  Co  do  fo,  in  cafe  no  other  Lord  had^thbugl 
cellary  to  take  that  tafK  upon  himfelf.     Unfortunately  after  a 


Juki  t.]     WdOWAtL*S  t^AT^ttAMTOTAl^^^^  .  .  iol 

pcrufalof  th^  bifl^Y^F  ^^^^  not  with  any  colbur  c^.trjjth  j&y; 
otie'  V^otJ  lA  it^ Tavodf,  but  was  cbligc^.i^  t^^!^^^  '^§  i^^^ 
unjuft,  and  Ul  dmwn  bill,  So  co^fcious  were  die  iraq»^r§  ^o^  its 


in  defiance  rf  every  principle  ol  tA^mA^od  juftiC^^ip^  qpip-i 
mon  honefty:  'There  was  a  grorsjt)ari:iallty  in  the  differcb[lftta5^y 
ner  in  which  U  treated  diegenileni^n  Janc^uJdets  of  Scntla^  aijOi 
England,  With  fefj^A  to  the  ppwWitgave^.trufteestQfcllfliyt; 
of  their  wards  eftate  t;op}ircbalic  the  Jand-Ux  o^ the  cfUtCi^fyfa-. 
jcft  K)  a  deqree  6rtheiC9gjfi  of.Scfllon,  whereas  (b  far  {fptxj^xh^j 
fame  tetidierpefs  "b^jng  {he>yn  to  the  gentlemen ,  landltfioffl^p  fii^ 
England^  there  was  not  onjy  a  hegWhcc,  l)ut  RegJjpeq^-i|y?^ 
too  cold  a  ternj,  there  was  an.  abfolutexroniendpt  Q^vfght^A 
juftice  refpe^ling  theml    Me  comrijriqfwin  ftrong^t^cpa^  of  ^fit 
transfer  to  truftees  of  power  tb  (ellpifts  of  eflat^  tp.pfarjqhaj^ 
the  land-tax,  notwithfta'pdlngthe  wiw^s  of  the  owrjet^^l.iit,, 
not  to  have  any.  fuch  (ale  an^  purchafe  m^^je. ,   He  ^iaTjin  iaK 
luding  to  a  late  bill,  what  might  be,  deemed  impertiwep^  ^94 
he  had  no  fcVupIe  to  acknowledge,  ,that^  however  rn^cb  any 
lioble  Lord  might  diflike  and  oppoie.  a  meafurewhiJb  it  wa|^.> 
onder  di'fcuffioh;  yet  when  it  had  received  the  fwnftion  of  t^^ 
I^gHldtore;  it  was  every  mai\*s  duty  to  fpeak  9f.it  with  deco^, 
rum,  nor  did  he  mean  to  do  otherw^fe^  bvit  if  bedi4npt/briBg 
thSt  admired  meafure,  certainly  not  admired  by  bi|i>^  tobp^, 
upon  ihe  prefent  fubjedl,  he  would  be  content  tahavc  what  he 
(nqoid  fay'upon  It,  called  impertinent^  and  fubmit  to  ih«  ^e* 
phjach  of  having  Idly  wafted  their  Lordfhips'  time,. .  1^^at~bill . 
was  held  up  to  admiration,  as  a  tax  on  income,  the  prefqnt  bdJl- 
bein^  a  tax  on  propertt^,  could  no  be  extolled  without  Imvtagv 
.lh*c'point;bf* admiration  Changed.     Whc^  tba^bill  wasfV^diMFy' 
difcuBion','  he  remernbcred  it  was  faid,  in  rather  atr.iiwpJ!^nCf 
manner,  no  man  vvllf  be  compelled  tq  pay  the  ^(t^Spd*t^1f^.;^ 
he  is  Under  ho  compvlGdn,,  he  ipay  fwear  to:  hi&,ii|gof|iif^,  |tr 
foilappened  'in  his'  own  cafe^.  thaL-^e  V^s  cliaygq^.in-.tbeipwh  f 
portion  of  af  leaft  a  third  more  th;ii;i bis  .jniconw;  anH^^»4!R4:.t%.| 
and  it  wW  fa  id;  "lie  might,  fvy  ear  ip  hl^  :if?come„ot^y.tii>;tf-T 
feflfiient,     Was  it  forgOUeiV,  that:  ^Ife^  was,  a  poiiia}ty .^f  ^jopl,.! 
hangover  liitn  {jfljedid  neiib^r,.'vai\d.y.et,it  was  ff>id|;tbi5r^Mi^,i 
no  compaJfioWj  raiiJiljat"  tbc.fweafing.v^^  pat,to.te«a)lcti -a  t 
difclofare  of  income.'   So  wuK  r^ipe^t^  the!  pref<^^  hijl^  jt.j 
aflfe<5ted  gr^at  favour  and  advantage  to  lan^boJvkj^,  .wV<feii:rn;» 
fa<a.  It  was  I  Wed  With  prOviOons,!  wjiicl)  :9lat(he4  wjitb  evfry  ? 
princ?plfcof  j\ifti9e,  policy,  and  humanity,    Ii>9rd^,,fo.(bi3w  - 
iflathis  pScrtion  Vf^s  foundaj,  he  wbuJd  pouit  out  to  tbcir 

Lordftips 
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tiordjQitps  what  the  cb«fet  wece  that  warranitd  fiich  9  co^plu- 

fiofi.  At^f«ciietiif)e,hewa8  2nv«€  thatibeprioci|ii(^ti^ 

KU  was  the  proper  fudjeftof  debate  on  the  lecoMnaMM 

tjiedelail  of  it  was  more  regularly  to  be  difcufid  ia  ^1 

iaittee.    To  that  c4i|eaian»  if  urged,  he  liad  two  ufttOi 

give ;  firfty  he  was  jufttfied  in  adverting  to  every  chofe  Ml « 

inieparaUy  conneAed  with  the  principle  of  the  bilUanj 

ly,  as  no  atterations  could  be  made  in  the  CommiliQe 

HKmld  not  prove  fatal  to  the  bill,  its  detait  might  as  wndf  liJbliB^ 

fidered  both  in  refpe£l  to  Its  principle  and  iu  provffiont  1MH.» 

Jtiany  fuhfeouent  ftage.  It  was»  he  admitted,  the  AutjijCilitY 

(eribn  ptote^d  by  Governqnent,  to  Cioatribute  .in  piufWfti" 

to  his  means  to  the  fupport  of  that  Government.  Ae  filtvH 

der  confideration  however  outraged  e?ery  (bond  piincMi  of 

tatatioot  and  of  equality.   If  he  underftood  or  could  at  wTIdI- 

JeA  its  principle,  it  was  a  requifition  upon  every  landholiHrift 

fell  an  aliquot  part  of  his  edate  in  order  to  pdrchafe  a  ctlUn 

proportion  6f  (lock  as  a  redemption  of  his  land  tax,  and  tlm  w* 

ney  was  to  be  immediately  paid  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Cdiifvff- 

fioners  for  reducing  the  National  Debt.     [Lord  GremfSk  ktA 

other  nofclc  Lords  on  the  crofs  bench  Nos  nofucb  '^vT  *  '"^ 

Tburlow  faid,  he  fo  underftood  it.  He  was  glad  he  had  i 

out  xht  idea,  fince,  as  it  had  been  wbifperecTto  him,  thiitl 

was  not  the  obje(%,  he  prefumed  be  (hould  hear  a  fati 

plaifation  of  what  the  principle  of  the  bill  was.     If  his  i 

was  not  corre£t  it  muft  have  been  owing  to  the  ban|^ 

floveniy  manner  in  which  the  claufes  were  drawOi  audi 

placed  them  beyond  the  reach  of  his  comprcfaenficm. 

Gr/iKu/b  and  other  Lords  near  him  fmifed]    Lord  1 

faid,  they  might  fmile,  but  neither  fmiles  nor  ihees»p|IU 

9St&  him ;  he  was  proof  againft  that  (brtof  attack,  '   ^  ' 

ftould  be  glad  to  be  fairly  refitted  in  argument,  and' 

▼inced  that  he  ought  to  retraA  what  he  had  fiJd.   He  ' 

ipeaking  in  the  fpirit  oif  party.     He  fpoke  as  he  fek» 

loo  dii^  and  too  far  gone  in  the  world  to  have  air 

perfonalnmbition.     In  his  opinion  taxes  avowedlf  1 

taxes  upon  property  fliould  be  impofed  equally,  boc  1 

meafure  was  a  flngrant  inftanct  of  tlie  moft  grofi^^ 

that  prmciple.     In  fome  cafes  a  perfon  wouM  be  cs 

fell  one  fifiii  of  his  edate  to  purdiafe  his  land-tax^ 

others  he  need  not  part  with  more  than  a  twentieth  i 

the  lame  objeft.     Ey  way  of  illuftrating  hisr  \ 

tiotts,  his  Lordihip  produced  a  written  paper 

upon  many,  and  indeed  moft  of  the  claufes  of  the 

he  flated  at  length,  and  exprefled  his  opioioii.upon  t 
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proceeded  in  terms  of  great  and  marked  afperity.    In  referring 
to  every  claufe  be  cororoerited  upon,  he  mentioned  the  page  of 
the  printed  bill,  in  which  it  was  to  be. found,  in  order  that^if 
any  of  their  Lordihips  chofe  to  reply,  they  might  coippare  his 
arguinent  with  die  claufe  as  it  was  worded.     The  oxUy  claufe 
that  inct  his  approbation  was, that,  which  gave  a  power  to  He* 
peaJ^  alter,  and  amend  the  bill  in  the  prefent  Seflions,   Several 
claufes  hisLordfliip  reprobated  io  the  ipoll  pointed  and  unrefenr- 
<rd  termsj  and  that  whicli  gave  a  power  to  tenants  to  cut  down 
timber  on  edaies  without  tlie  content  of  the  landlord,  he  dech^* 
eil  he  had  no  heCiLiiion  to  pronounce  one  of  the  mod  arrogant 
Aretcbesof  iniquity*  the  hand  of  defpotic power  ever  put  forth  to 
wound  the  feelings  aiid  infult  the  comi^n  fenfe  of  mankind. 
Where  the  biU  did  iiot  kgibly  bear  tl>is.^hara£ter,  it  was  ab- 
furd  in  the  higlieft  degree;  it  was  in  ordtc  to  render  the  me»- 
fure  pra£licahTc«  that  the  pernicious  cUufes  were  introduced ; 
and  he  mufi  retain  his  opinion^  tliat  a  ipeal'ure  which  entitled 
every  man  to  buy,  and  obliged  fo  many  to  fell»  was  no  other 
in  dte£l  than  a  requifition  ibr  the  difpoial  of  an  aliquot  pzxi  of 
every  man*s  tftate.   tie  again  tirced  ^  idea  of  taxing  the  per* 
fonal  property  of  every  individual  ;'?nd  in  the  prefent  meafure 
he  faid,  he  could  not  avoid  obferv  ingtho  evident  preference  given 
to  the  monied.inlereft  to  that  of  land*    The  landholders  were 
treated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  brought  to  his  recolleAion  a  iimile 
which  he  had  feen  in  a  miferable  book,  called,  TheJLifeoC 
Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  who,  it  was  faid,  compared  the  coentiy 
gentlemen  to  fheep,  wlio  quietly  fuJSfered  tbemfelves  to  be 
thorn  and  re-^hprn  ;  and  the  monied  men  to  hogs,  w1k>  always 
made  a  noifc  and  an  uproar,  whatever  .they  were  attempted  to 
he  touched.     For  this  reafon,  he  fuppofcd,  in  the  prefent  in-^ 
Aaacc,  the  latter  dctcription  of  pei^is  were  left  untouched. 
But  if  the  landholders^  or  country  gentlemen  were  fatisficd 
with  -tlus  meafure%  they  would  delcrve  ^very  evil  th^t  the  bil) 
was  about  to  ihAij^  en  thpm.  ,   > 

Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  certainly  there  was  not  a  Angle 
Peer  In  the  Houfe  who  wot^ld  not  feel  and  acknowledge,  that 
in  tlie  alarming  and  awful  predicament  in  which  the  Britilh  em-* 
pire  now  (lands,  it  is  become  a  facred  duty  to  facilitate  and  fup« 
port  every  meafure  which,  in  the  words  of  the  preamble,  ^*  ihay 
materially  co)iduce  to  ilrengthen  and  fupport  the  public  credit^ 
and  to  augment  the  national .  refources.'*  The  irtipreflion  of 
this  principle  was  fuch  9S  to  exclude  from  the  prefent  debate 
all  capt jops  obje^ionS)  or  even  thofe  nicetiesand  doubts,  which 
might  be  juftifiable  and  laudable  under  other  circumftances. 
He  had  not  been  furprized  therefore  when  the  poble  ^  learii- 
Voi-.  U.  1798.  4tf  ed 
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ed  Lord  aflured  the  Hoofe  that  he  was  difpofed  to  meet  tH^  jiF- 
caffion  of  the  day  with  every  /av$urahk  frejmiicf^  Bow  hi 
that  partial  diipofition  had  ihew^i  itfelf  in  aljL  the  Te^nedXgrd's 
chje<^ions,  and  in  the  who}e  ftile  and  turn  of  bis  fpcecbt  thofe 
who  had  heard  him  would  judge  without  ifarther  oomaient. 
The  learned  Lord  had  faid,  ^^  £at  the  m^^ittre  was  oehber 
more  nor  kfs  than  the  re<|uifition'of  an,  aliquot  part  of  every 
man's  eflate,  to  be  fokl,  in  order  to  appl,y  the  produce  of  the 
fale  towards  the  paymcm  of  the  national  debt."  "  That  the 
provifions  for  this  purpofe  were  flovenly  ancl  ioaccuratcty 
drawn;  and  that  many  of  thofe  ppav  ifions,  were;  obnoxious,  .pe>^ 
nicious,  iniquitous,  and  (hocking  to  comqion  hoocfty."  In 
order  to  give  fome  iupport  (o  thefe  allegations  the  learned  Lord 
-had  entered  inio  a  diA:u$onof  many  of  tb^  fepara^le  cLrafe, 
under  tl%  pretext  that  thofe  claufes  ane(£tip^  the  execudon  of 
the  bill  might  be  coofidertdas  af&dii^g  its  principle  He 
(Lord  AucUand)  would  liot  be  induced  by  fuch  a  diftiofficjii 
to  embarcaiii  himfelf  and  fatipie  their  Lordmips  by  a  difcttfljoe 
of  the  particular  daufes.  He  would  adhere  to  die  courfe  af 
debate  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  and  of  t^es  had  prc« 
fcribed.  The  confidcration  for  the  day  appeared  to  be  if  b^faer 
the  me'afure  in  queflion  is  confidercd  with  good,  judgoflenJ  ia 
the  fele&ion  of  our  financial  refources^.and  iif  the  violcof 
bringing  them  into  a£lion  a  or»  in  other  words^  whcdier.  it  is 
X  praAicabie  meafure  ;  and  whether  there  is  a  ratibnailpruiia* 
bility  that  any  coniiderable  (ale  of  the  Land  Tax  wili  take 
place;  and  what  will  be  the  confcquences  refulting  fiqcti.anj 
con(iderable  payments  made  in  the  matter  propofed. 

Moft  of  the  queftions  as  ftated,  feemed  to  .refolve  ibeBQfdTts 
into  one  plain  and  iimple  enquiry :  whether  eleven  pounds 
ifitting  out  of  land  will  not  in  pany  cafqa,  be  thought  ^(tfer- 
able  to  ten  pounds  ifluing  fr^m  the  public  funds,  .qio(e'icfpe* 
cialiy  when  the  eleven  pounds  will  be  the  extindj0f\.o(-»p>y- 
inent  which  the  party  muft  otherwife  have  the  troable  c^inak- 
ing  to  the  Exchequer,  in  ocder  to  hi^ve  the  (ubjequ^ht, trouble 
ot  receiving  the  ten  pounds  at  the  Bank.  Bym^^rnozthe 
eleven  pounds,  the  purchafer  becomes  his  own  pf^y^ur^aftji^j:.;-  and 
he  will  have  the  farther  inducement,  that  in.  any  .{^ejent  or 
fubfcouent  period  of  difficulty  or  danger,  he  will  have  obtained 
^  lanaed  as  well  as  a  fpnded  fecurtty.  Under  this  impnsSon 
he  bad  little  or  no  doubt,  that  it  would  be  felt  to  be  Ui^  in- 
tereft  of  thofe  who  have  money,  or  the  means  of  rai(in|p4iioneyf 
and  who  pay  a  Land  Tax,  to  liberate  tlicir  Land  Ta^oh  the 
terms  propofed. 

To  tbcie  who  are  not  owners  of  land^  pr  who  wiih  to  pur- 
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chafe  the  Land  Tax  of  others,  the  oiler  made  by  the  bill 
iwt>uld  be  lefs  advantageous.  The  queftion  to  them  would  be, 
'Whether  they  prefer  12L  iffuing  from  the  land,  to  lol.  iffuing 
from  the  Funds ;  but  in  this  claft  alfo,  he  confidently  believed 
there. would  be  many  purchafers. 

To  many  h^  both  the  claflTes,  it  was  a  matter  of  arith- 
cnetical  demonftration,  that  their  advantage  would  be  great. 
In  order  to  elucidate  this»he  would  aflume  30  years  purchafe, 
as  the  medium  price  of  lands  to  be  fold  by  virtue  of  the  a£k» 
for  tl^e  purpofe  qi  raiGng  money  to  redeem  the  Land  Tax.  ,He 
^\'Ould  next  fuppofe  that  tlite  Land  Tax  to  be  i^deemed 
amounts  to'iSoI:  a' year.  The  land  fold  for  that  purpofe,  will 
at  30  years  purchafe,  produce  3000K  ;  but  1 10).  a  year  in  the 
3  per  cents,  is  to  be  the  price.  SappoGng  the  3  per  cents,  to 
be  at  50,  the  cod  of  iioK  will  be  about  1,850!.  and  in  that 
cafe  the  gain  will  be  1,150!.  If  the  3  per  cents,  are  at  60,  the 
coft  will  l)c  2l20ol.  and  the  gain  will  be  800I.  If  the  3  per. 
Cents,  are  at  70,  the  coft  will  be  about  2,590!.  and  theeaia 
about  400I.  Such  will  be  the  advantages  on  the  fmall  (cale 
afibmed.  But  it  tntght'beibewn,  and  will  be- found  that  in 
many  cafeS,  and  particularly  in  eftates  belonging  to  the 
Ccown,  die  Church,  and  Corporate  bodies,  pieces  of  land 
may  be  feleftedv  which  could,  without  detriment  to  the  re- 
maining eftate,*Bc  fold  at  ft>riy  years  purchafe,  in  crier  to  liber- 
ate Land  Tax  at  16  years  purchafe,  giving  more  than  a  pmfit 
of  cent  per  cent,  either  in  principal,  or  in  income. 

Having,  thus  contended  that  much  would  be  done  by  the 
bill,  becaufe  it  would  promote  the  interefts  of  many,  he  would 
next  fay  a  few  words  as  to  the  advantages  refulting  to  the 
public. 

If  the  whole  Land  Tax  could  be  fold,  the  advantage  to  the 
public,  would  be  from  20o,o6ol.  to  400)OOol.  a  year,  or  in 
proportion  to  whatever  part  may  eventually  be  (old  according 
to  the  price  oif  the  Funds,  at  the  time  of  falc.  One  great  re- 
fnlt  would  be  the  extinflbn  of  fr^m  40  to  80  millions  of  ca- 
pital in  the  3  per  cents,  which  wouid  thus  be  taken  out  of  the 
market.  SuppoGng  the  whole  fale  to  be  compleated  in  fbui: 
years  from  the  cjommencement  of  thi  operation,  it  would 
bring  on  the  average  about  2oo,oool.  a  week,  or  about  3o,oooL 
a  day  for  the  extihdlion  of  ftoclc.  If,  however,  the  progrefs  of 
the  bufincfs  (hould  be  much  flower,  there  could  not  be  a 
doubt  that  it  mud  operate  in  favour  of  public  credit,  when  we 
advert  to  the  important  and  falutary  effeSs  arifmg  from  the 
daily  purchafes  now  made  by  the  Commiffioners  for  tlie  ma- 
nagement of  itie  two  Gnking  Funds:  an  eftablilhment  of  great 
4  L  2  and 
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ami  emment;  national  yvlfdom,  to  which  be  w^aaUi  notlicfitaOB 
to  afctibc  all  the  folidiry  of  the  proud  fitn^ipn  in  wbiGh  Gieat 
Britain  now  ttands  among  nations.^ 

*  But  putting  afid^  the  whole  of  what  he  bad  now  fe  .ftrongljr 
aflumed  and  aflerted,  he  wsu  willing  to  oonCder  the  bill  as  a 
mere  expenmcnt,  whVdj  held  out  a  facility  to  itKJividDalv  ccr- 
tainfy  no  conAraint  as  ff$itcd  by  the  learned  Lord^  but  a /acUitjr 
of  which  men  might  avail'  themielves  in  as  far  djnly  as  mii^'t 
fuit theirdifpofitions  dnd  convenience.-7-Opinlons  mi|^  vary 
as  to  the  pro'bz^ility  of  the  efle£^  to  be  produced  ^y  Juc^  a  mc^ 
fure.  ff  thofe  fliould  Unhappily  be  rights  wHo  tHinJc  .'diat  it 
'  will  prove  ineffeflual,  and  tpat  few  putchalTes  «lriU  Sp  madey 
'ftfl!  however  the  inconveniences  refghing  from  the  experucbcm 
'^Wl  be  inconfiderable.  But  if  thole  (hduld  prove  figbX^  who 
thought  as  he  did,  that  the  meafure  would  be  pradicaihle,  pn>- 
fHable,  and  highly  produiftiVc»  th^ir  LordAiips  wUI  then  have 
had  the  fatisfaftioh  of  contributing  their  (an£^io^i  io  one  of  the 
moR  faiutary  and  moft  important  1>ills  that  ever  was  brougbt 
into  Fariiament. 

Lord  Thurhw  faid,  that  to  [Ajrchafe  onte  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  a  year  ftock,  thc'lahd  owner  need  not  fell  fo  much  ci 
hts  eftate,  as  the  noble  Lord  who  always  fpoke  handfemely  and 
ably,  had  ftated. 

Lcrt-d  ^tff*A»^/ replied,  that  he  thinked  the  IcamcB  Lotilftr 
theobjei9i6n,  as  it  iivonid  enable  him  to  Hm>w  netf  light  on 
one  p^rt  of  hts  argument.— It  was  true  as  remaned  by  Ac 
learned  Lord,  that  in  many  cafes  the  bilT  alfoWs  ooYy  as^och 
hnd  to  be  fold,  as  will  pay  the  eighteen  yesrrS  pnrcfofe  pre* 
fcribed  by  the  bill.  Still  however, -the  advanta^  to  the  geiieral 
property  of  the  party  will  be  equally  great.  For  whetber  laol. 
a  year,  fiiould  be  fold  to  liberate  lool.  a  year  LmkI  Ta*>  leav- 
ing i,200f.  pmfit;  or  whether  only  6oUayeaf,  ihouMbe  (bid 
ibrihe  fame  purpofe ;  (Hll  the  feller  vieilt  h%i^  gatnid  either  the 
i,2ooL  in  money,  or  the  40I.  in  iiKonie^  which  eftiroatod  at-  3^ 
yean,  wili  be  i,a6ol;  Scrthat  the  nobievatid  kamod  Ltafs 
obje6tion  made  in  favour  of  his  argument;  *  ..  ;iw'  rj  • 
LMiThurlotv  faid,  it  poffibly  might.  --^  ')ju^.  :•  4:*^*  :.i 
Lord  H^ll^dfsid,  he  ought  tt^apolbgieet^  tfatir  h^/ti- 
(hips  for  the  imperfeA  manner  in  whtdilie  war-abdot  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  obfervatfons  on  the  fit&Mk  tm^, 
traordinary  bill,  which  was  of  fo  great  liebgtb  iind*'coB>- 
j)lexity,  that  with  the  beft  efforts  of  hisdilig^fce^afidtiis 
nnderftanding,  he  could  fcarcely^ fay,  he  was  yct4horaogkly 
.  mailer  of  it.  >  He  might  indeed*  plead  hia  iMXferieAcs. 
in  eiuiminingl)ills  of  that  nature,  but  that  be  imagfAediraiikU 
be  unneceiTary,  as  he  had  no  doubt  he  (bould  hear  of  it  in 
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ifhe  ^ourTe  of  the  debated  The  confidersitions,  he  had  ft»ted| 
wt>ttMhovi^v6r  have  indaced  him  to  be  fitipnt,  were  it  not  that 
be  was  ftrongly  imprelTed  with  one  or  two  objeAions  to  th^ 
xncafvre,  that  he  deemed  It  his  duty  to  advert  to  even  under 
every  di&dvantage  t  what  ftvuck  him  as  the  mpft  objectioil* 
able  feattrre  in  the  whole  bill,  was  the  confideration  that  in 
drder  to  carry  it  ibto  effbc^  thp  Eand  Tax  muft  (irft  be  ren- 
dered perpetual.  He  woutd  fuppofe  that  it  were  totally  dif- 
pofed  of— -then  irt  a  very  few  years,  the  exigencies  of  admi* 
niftrsttioh  might  reouire  a  frefh  land  tax  ;  aod  thai  tiut  might, 
and  probably  wopM,  be  foidl  ^gain :  by  this  means,  and  in  this 
progreffion,  the  whole  lands  in  the  country  muft  in  a  few  years 
pafs  tbsough  the  hafids  of  goverqn}^nt.  Some  countries^  be 
allowed,  were  f6  circumftanced  yith  rcfpect  to  their  capital^ 
their  circulation,  and  their  territory,  that  fuch  a  confidera*- 
tipir  would  not  be  alarming.  But.  with  refpect  to  this  coun- 
try, it  certainly  was  to  the  higheft.ctegree.  It  was  a  fyftem 
that  muO  neceiTarily  change  the  proprietors  of  the  land ;  it 
muft  wreft  it  from  the  hands  of  the.  great. proprietors  among 
iheir  Lordftips,  which  poiTeflTton  at  prefent  conftituted  the 
great  (trength  anti  independence  of  that  Houfe.  This  was  » 
moil  ferious  confideration,  and  he  conjured  their  Loffdfliips^ 
tore/iect  upon  it«.  He  then  enteied  into  fonie  calculations, 
with  intent  of  fubftantiating  the  pofitions  of  the  noble  and 
learned  J^ord  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Among  thefe,  he 
thot^ht  one  of  the  moft  objectionable  provifions  was  tha^ 
which,  io^hiii  mind,  went  to  pledge  a  buyer  to  follow  up  his^ 
purchafes,  4i(l  he  had  lifjuidated  his  whole  proportion,  what- 
ever might  be  the  ftate  of  the  funds.  This  he  confidered  a» 
a  fpecies  of  fraud,  or  a  delufion  in  the  bill.  Some  parts  of 
it  aifo  'left  opportunities  for  combination  among  the-  land*^ 
holders,  with  refpeftto  purchgfing^  He  regrettedthat  ibofc 
diflin^ions  were  made  between  the  monied  and  landed  in* 
terefts,  ib  evidently  10  the  difadvantage  of  the  latter ;  and' 
cenfnred  Minifters  for  bringii^  forward  a  meafure  of«  fuch' 
vaft  importance  at  fo  inteia.peiiod  of  the  feffi^on,  and  at* 
tempting  to  prefs  it  througlrtn  fo  thin  a  Houfe.*-*The  bilt 
was  of  that  natore  as  wx)utd  take  up  any  nsan,  in  oroutt  of 
that  Houfej  a  fortstt^t  to-read-  it^  and  as  much  more  to 
undcrftand  it; — He  coneloded  with  declaring^  the  fituatioa 
in  which  the  landholders  were  placed  by  the  bill,  the  facrt* 
fices  they  were  obliged  to  make,  wdich  would  be  foon  fer- 
gotten ;  and  that  after  all  they  were  liable  to  every  fpccies  of 
^Uional  taxation,tn^ommon  with^very  other  description  of 
•;    *  propri- 
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j^roprietorSi  1  fie  bill  oiQutethe  pdfleffiAM/^f^ind  as  tnfecace 
as  thu  of  pevfonal  prope<ty»r^n<I.UiOtWld o<^<f i^l^Rgniftin^a^ 
it  purparts  to  itlDend^  Uie  iiiveteiisite  and  mvtfihj^^m^nicd  .^-^ 
iin&ion  between  tbelwdbiiaQ^in^id^M  iiMfwtJt  b^  a d^- 
uoBL'  (endcncy  .co.porpetMtjQolsmi^  confirm^u.^  bji^Y  falie  wookl 
again 'lepeat  that  its  ndoftTdangeDOM^  lenf^OPicy.wpMldbclo 
onke  the  whole  of  the  tended  propfQitJT  otji^f;^  k^ipgdoai  {lais 
tfarougbthe  hands  lof  dle^^Jt^iHiUfeOoTerni^Apnty  and  rtius^ 
as  tooaxtrefy^s  alwa)QS.iTia^i  JiBj^v^ilfiJn  noy bftler conditio& 
ibatti  if '  We  Uved'^iuider  ;the;dor£tii>ioo  o|>  £U)bei^|erxe>  or  of 
theTtirlc.  •    .  -^'-M^jr.      .  ./  v«.  I 

Lord  GrintHk  faid/  thoidebatts^h^.t^j^  ^^^rj  difierent 
imh  frotfiiwbat  ought  iairiy  iDoib^ti^pi^^cidr-rThf^y  were 
then  regularly  (and  were  call^TUpw- by:JI,jO^$  fU  tt>e  other 
fide)  to  difcurstlie  priqctpl^of  t)i|«:biU^jqftead  of  which, 
thofidvqrjft Lords,  fetting  the. principle emireiy.  afide,  eotercd 
into  an' adimadferfion' upon  mutilated  pvovifions  and  details 
of  thetbin»'%  which  ibey  >  indulged  themfclvps*  One  noble 
and  Jdariled  Xioid  parucut^slyi  in  cavils  land  farcafms^  de- 
Itverod  widi  the  oioft  verbofe  .cir/cumlocutiony  an4  this  w^s 
all  profeficd  to  be  in  anfYWi^to  Swo  (hort  and  dlt^^c^  propo- 
fitioDS,  which  included  the  priiKiple  of  thp  bill^  ^md  were 
ftated  by  himfclf  plainly  and  fimply,  and  by  his  hon.  Friei|d 
next  to  Ipm  (Lord  Liverpool)  with  great  iqgeniuity.  The 
learned  Lord  during,  his  laboured  declamation,  .i^ept  entirely 
aloof  from  the  confideration  of  what  they  had  ftated  as  the 
principle^  of  the  bill :  Thcfe  points  were  unanfwerable.  A 
great'  de^^l  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  npbU  Lord  was 
'  merely  theoretical,  and  in  taxation  abfolutely  irreconcileable 
to  pra£tice.  The  meafure  in  queftion  was  founded  upon 
the. Land  Tax^  as  it  now exifted.  Were  thetaK *tO;be dif* 
continued,  and  a  new  one  projeSedy  *  £w$\of  th^  fiqble 
Lord's  obfervations  would  apply ;  and  the  principle  of 
equality,  as  far  as  pra<AigabI^»  woiUd,pi;operly  be  attended 
to.  The  prefent  meafure  was  not  only,  in  addition  to  the 
intrinlic  advantages  it  pofieiFed  (as  were  ably  demonftrated  by 
a  noble  Lord  who  had  (poken  in  the  debate)^  foudided  in 
found  policy,  but  wds  called  for-  by  the  exireOcies  of  the 
country,  which  dcmaifided  large  and  prompt  Uipplie^ibrjthe 
public  fervlce.  With  refpefb'to'theapprehenfion  entertain- 
ed by  the  nob!6  Lord  who  fp^ke  laft,  or  freifa  andtfontireued 
taxes'on  future  occaitons,  he  could  only  fay»  that  y^hen  fiich 
taxes  were  propofed  to  Parliament,  theiii  and  thisn  only, 
would  be  th<f  time  for  their  confid^^ration)  or  whtn  any  pro* 

.pofitiofl 
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pofition  ih^ofRifte  broadMtf  hoftile  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,'  tfifn'^ould  be  the  xim^  to  4lifaifs  it:  airf  until 
thofb  periodsi'ffrcmfd  irfivty  he'couid  not  •detain  the  Houfe  oi^ 
points  whieTt  ROW  were  foiltkied'^M'conJQdoral  fplacuktton. 
Theire  was  nb  fort  of  ddtlfWft  idrffmudy  as  had  be^a  iofina? 
atedby  tbit'nbble  Ldnf^^hi  ^the'btlL  its  provifidns  Urere 
plain  und  rfifHna;  Thd  petO^m  i(pbt  diKttici  by  thnn  bad 
every  oppbAuTiify  of  lnfont>i»i^  themfolves.  Whiiever  con-, 
trafis  or  bai^gafn^  they  might . 'nuke  it  would* bowitii  thctr 
eyes  open.  They  would,  in  the  particular  cafes,  bbthe  beft^ 
judged  of  ;tVelT'6wh  ii'ifereftftj  and  the  mealbrev  hejnfiled, 
was  not  lefs~T*a!ctrtated  for  the  iiiMre(h  of  individuals  than 
for  thofe  trf  thfc  public  at  |Hrg«*  •  •   f 

Zdn/T*»r/wfpoke  (hol-ti^  iti  raplanatton. 

The  EM  of  Cdtrharv^n  fpuke  gepei^aHy  in  difapprobalion 
of  the  meaftire,  and  declared,  ihar  be  had  not  heard  one  wocd 
in  argument  which  reconciled  him  to  it.  fle  fdemedtp 
think  the  bill  not  founded  in  pdioy  or  juftice;  and  of  a  very 
queftionabfe  tendency  in  aconAitutional  point  of  view. 

The  queftion  being  cartledfor,  their  Lordfhtps^dividedy 
arid  the/e  appeared  in  favour  4^f  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  - 

•  ■  GotiMts      •      -       ■    -  -  ij 

froMtes  *  -  -^  14 

•  HonConUnti  -  t  7 

Maprity  ao 

The  bill  Was  then  ordered  to  be  cpminitted,  and  the  Houfe 
adjoui^ned  till  Monday. 

• ,  -•      /  ,.  . 

;    \        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

^,..  '      Friday,  ^ww^ 8, 

.  Tbft^m^ndments  mai^e^by  th^  Lords  in  the  bill  for  abo- 
tifliing  oortain  holidays  at  the  C^ftom  Houfe,  apd  for  regu- 
latirtg.  certain  i[ees  therein,  ^i:%  bei;ng  confidered,  it  was 
•  agreelihat  ftich  ajmendtaents  intrenched  upon  the  privileges 
of  the.Cbmmons*  and  ,ther<fo|te^  the  bill  was  laid  afide  by 
ocdeiing  ^thftt  the  amendments  be  taken  into  cooiideration 
thffi.da^  tbr^e  coonths^  ,  .    . 

Mir.  iAtw-tin  laiid»  he  held  in  his  hand  a  newfpap^r  in 
i?bich  ihere  w^  a  paragraph  which  dated  a  very  ferious  fs^A. 

He 
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Hc.<>i4  ppt^kfiowr  vhrt^iiaiyr  gnnilcawi-of^tte  AAdfchftf 
were  brefent ;  if  there  were,  he  wifhcd  themPfaUttetki  IbH, 
— '<<5n  Wc4nerd4y=M.#oi«rfiikm  iiiiieimpirrfed  ifMi. 
<<  who  ha^  <m  the  ni^tfj^efiB-faffoostecLw  ihe  tiie 

M  teiv^toi!!  the  Tow^^jnrfi^f  bcouf^t'tan  Aoite  ttyMoMM 
^<  by  "their*  relatives.  Six  perifh^  in  the'lftflMnMiliiec 
*<  the  preceding  night/ W*fll&bi  wad  iibe.jponfcigkiip^^^^  a 

very  foiil  report  it  was,  if  it^^tMialfe^^and  tniftpiDkiQr  ftottU 
be  ma^le  &i?  its  infertloo,;  ^t;jbo  ihocld^ufiAiitt^4Qfi6W'frpai 
gentlemen  o^  the  Admiralty.,  'Whether  theitt<im»a|iy^fiiimdbi- 
lion 'fpr. this  repqrt,  If  tliisret.w»y.faBiGOuIAionl^  fty^thae  if 
the  f^xk^ncj  of  the  tiqa^^  nsqtiinecLrigpur  mditv^ivf  {a  Ae 
i^ray  otprplling  men,  i^  waa  pflcqier  tfaeyuflidttUfte  treated 
'with.ev^ry  po(El^ehmnRiiJty>  '  Hj&ilpoii)d.iioc:lbvefrouMed 
the  uou(e}now  i;ppn  th^Xubj^^/hc  (boizid, have  waited*  un^ 
til  the.  next  aay^  to  find  whether  the  report  was  toMnSSt^ 
cd)  bu^  ^atbe  knew,  tlv^  Houfc  ufually  adjoimied  fmrn  Fri- 
day to  Monday,  and  thai  wmtop  lon|g  a  time  Mwiit 'for  tli& 
information  \  all  he  W8|nA94  toikoow  uras^  .wfaethe#  thiire  Wm 
any  foundation  for  this  reporU.f  .  ,..      :  ^  .    • 

Mr.  i/ia(^r  thought  the  bosaiGendeinaii  ihoutd  ootgl^ 
impUcit  credit  to  every  tHii^ihftt:a|ipetirediinia  A^^pi^r«» 
Suppoflng  ^the  £a6l  (lated  to  h^  t!rUe  (of  whwh^  howc«|(^/  iie 
Icnewjiothlng)  it  wfts  iK)t  tp  he,  ftecoflaiii]; 'inCHrred  ^firtmi 
thence,  .thiit  the  misfortuiie  arofe  fron»  thi;  ^i9ii)i»^  of  im* 
prcfliog  for  our  navalfeiWcQ ;  the  fasbe  acciden*  tfright-htve 
happened  wbeth^  the  m«nv!were  impnSid  dir  Mot.  God 
knew^  whetlier  it  hod  h^ppeoed;  but  whethee  it  lul  iMf  tidt, 
there  was  nothii^g  h^ojj^  the  Houfp  to  ibcw  k  wa^  Ihe'rflKset 
of  imprefting^  ,.  .•..;..  o.i    :,.  :  ■• 

Mr.  fVallace  (aid,  that  <>n  the. paragraph  attiidsd  f^'betilg^ 
obferved^the  regulating  o^^ei  of  the  impre(sferfl!^'W^^^^^ 
amincd  by  the  proper  perfQnSp.and  or; that  intjai^y  ityas*-- 
found  ihqrer,  wa^  not  the  foxalhtfl  fottodailon  £^r  A#  i^^pMtw  * 
It  could  P9(y  t>avQ.^m  inlibitcd  wath.a  inalignatif^ftli#n«io«,^^' 
and  fteps  we^e  aWc^j!  |aJkenMb«finpthe.P|MiIb^ 
prietor/oi;tlie'^BpriVt<^4t^brtfoc^l.   1        ..  *,v.V;^n.  >  ?&  ?u'^  .•^. 

Sir  T^.^Mibi^^M^tMt'f^U  tottbc  fFcm«<  ioit^iA  Mb^ 
this  rcpo?t,^^nd b^  fo^nd.lheftkiiito&iuitnitiFliiit.  ^"'i  '*^'  -*^'- 

Mr.  Ji^arig^  fj^x^  be  ihapmb  tfie  Hotifa'vitoijtd  "dc^  Mnt-th^  •- 
jufticeio.^^I^gfe^haidid  fie^^ftigahis  fanmid  "tb-^'^Mtffhf*  •' 
^gainftlidlminifiration  ;  all  he  wanted  to  know  Wa^^WhMier^  - 
there  w8sap){^9d^Qn!foi*^ejbang»aphf'     - ' •    «•'•»•  /  '-'^ 

The  Hfufe  then  went  into  i^  Committee  of  Suj^ply^  44A^  - 

voted 
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voi«d  fev<iml  nifoluthms^  nod  the  rtport  vtras  oriiered  to'be 
rcceivjed  OQ  M<HKk^. 
Th«  S{)iC9^b|H.!i^s  read  a  third  ft^n^  and  pafled.* 
The  AHJ^m^f^Qeniiral  then  moved  the  order  of  thed^iy  on 
the.  Newfpav^r  Mt»  which  waij  idr  taking  the  report  ixtto. 
further  f^fykutkm.  j'    '  -^   ^ 

Mr.  Hohhujt  6ki,  fhatif  hed«i-tiot-6pporc  the  moiiort' 
For  goiQg  tn.tb  a.  further'  Oommtttee,  W  was  not,,  on  that 
grouod,  t^  b^,Ml>deirflood  as  beiWg^prbclilded  from  after  Wards 
oppoAog  tl|e  priwQtpie  of  the"i)lMy  Jf  he  fhouM  deend  that 
neceflaiy  afte)r  ihe^MIl  came  out  of  the  Committee.    Indeed^ 
he  doiiDte4»  whietheaf  any  rdftiaintfi' upon  the  Prefs  were 
ncceiTary-'-Onis  thing .  was  cleaT;  to  him,  which  was,  that 
many  of  the  fellraiiits  at  prefent  (binding  ih  this  In II  were 
not  at  all  oeeeiTary,  neither  were  they  wife  or'  j^ndicious. 
They  appeared  \q  him  not  to  be  calcolated  to  ahfwer  the  end 
the  learned  Qentlemah  had  in  view;    He  entertained  %  hppe 
however^  that  when  the  bill  went  ihto  a  Committee^  many 
of  the  claufes  now  in  the  bill  would  either  be  ftrttck  out,  or 
materially  altered  and  amended,  and  other  claufes  introduced 
that  would  not  be  liable  to  the  Hlme  obJcAions,  as  he  had  to 
many  that  wc/^  in  the  bill  at  prefect.     He  was  defirous  to 
fee  what  tW  Committee  would  do,  and  therefore  he  fhoUld 
not  obJQ^  :.U>.  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.     It  would, 
however*  1>c  felisfa^ory  to  him  to  underftand  what  tht  na- 
ture of  ^  the  Jaw/ was  at  prefeot  on  the  fubjed.     He  (hould 
like  t9,Kl)ow,  if  rhe  learned  Gentleman  (the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral) wouJd'UU  him,  what  was  theiextent  of  the  liability  of 
a  propiieior  of  n  oewfpapcr ;  the  IHibility,  for  inftance,  of 
one  who  might  be  called  .a  fleeping  proprietor ;  was  fuch  a 
perfoa  pr  wa^  he  aot  crimindhf  refponfible  for  any  offcnfiye 
paragrapli  ^x  apjpeared  in  his  newfpaper  ?  He  owned  it  ap- 
peared {;Q/hip[i,that  fuch  a  perfon  was  not  criminally  rejpon- 
fible  ;  .a^,thi%.doiEttine  fcetned  to  be  fandioned  by  a  Court 
of  Lavifii^MjibfrcCRfe.of  .the  Ktwo  and  Toyi^ai^  ;  thcfre  the 
defendant  fviMf/ottkld  guilty  of  pifUEilifuig  a  libel,  not  as  Vro^ 
prietor^  but  as  ConduGor.     Thd  faQteid«ftriii^'  ^as  hetd  fp  the 
cafe  of  tl^  |l«l#Q:ltmk  0i/)>t:£Y,  for  there -the  defendant  wa^ 
acquitted,  becaiife.Jle  wisjonlya  Jh^ofrittoKiLTiA  was  riot  the 
Condu^^f^-^Mc  w  ilbfd  ta  kn<yw,  .fi[Om  the  learned  Gentle^ 
man,  wlu^|:j^eclaw  yvas  tipon  that  fiil^eA,  if  he  could  fiitirlj^ 
Teaiiire4tqf  hJO)^,, '  ' 

The  queflion  was  then  piut,  an<)  the  WU'Wfiis  r^toihiliiitted/ 
VojLiU.  179*.      •       •  4M    *  r     .   '  T*ie 
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The  CotnniiUee  proceeded  on  the  daufib^  and' K^nd 
amtodcDMits  wpxc  inaide.  ,.    -  ' 

■  Mr.  i?)K/rrbrougl)t^up^aclaure  providing  that,  excIoGreof 
the  printer  aud  pMbUjbi^i>  wheie  ihcy  wctc  pii^'prfet<n^  tkc 
pii>pffictQrs  making  affidavit  flioufd  not  be  thoft  havii^  lets 
(bares  than  pther  proprLjtors.— -Tbjs  was  adopted.  ' 

On  the  clauCe  reqyifjng  the  printer  and  pubtifher  to  give ia 
daiiy  to  the  St^pip  Office,  a  paper  (jgned  by  them  to  be  kept 
by  the  Copmiflioncr?;  a^d  to.be  produdeAm  evidence  if 
ncccflary.- 

Mn  Hoiboi(fe  thought  thai  one  year  would  be  fuificTenr. 

The  Ait9mey  General  faid,  that  the  delays  m  ttla!^  far  mif- 
demeanour  wei^  fuch  as  might  defeat  pilbllc  juftice  altoge- 
ihet  if  the  time  were  fo  narrowed. 

Mr.  Holhdufe  f^ggcftcd,  for  the  conCderation  of  Ac  At- 
torney General,  tha4:  it  mi^ht  be  proper  that,  inHcadof  an 
adion  againft  thc.whftle  ofthe  proprietors  making  affidmt, 
the  party  aggrieved  flipuld  make  an  eledion-  df  aliy  of  the 
perfons  ^hofe  names  were^iven  in. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  it  was  a  point  dcferViog  of  con- 
fvdenuion^  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  fit  to  intfoStiCe  iiiT 
thing  of  the  kind  in  the  prefent  bill,  which'  flid'not  alter  the 
law  refpeSin^;  cafes  of  tl  is  fort,  but  only  enabhrd.tfiofe  who 
were  aggrieved  to  obtain  rediefs  againft'  thofe  6y  whoin  the 
^)fience  was  c^mmittc^. 

^be  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  reported,  and  the  Hoiiie 
being  ceCbincdp  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  recent  on 
Monday* 

'  Colonel  Gafcoigne  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  lie  iMend- 
cd  to  move  that  ih^  Trade  Convoy  bill  flioi^ld  he  fepjfrated 
into  two  bills.*  He  bad  received  ftrong  reprefentation^ftotn 
his  conftituents  on  th^  fubjed,  who  were  greatly  alamedat 
the.biii ;  \Vhich,  in  its  prefent  Hiape^  he  conceiV^ed  was  j>rcg<t 
nani  with  much  mischief.  ,        .    V  ' 

The  other  ord/?rs  of  the  day  were  thep  c^ilth^^ 
the  Honfe  adjoujfacJi  ^,  ,  •*     ]'  ^' "     •  ' 


'   HdrtJ-SEOF  L^RDt      ,   .;      .  ^ 
Monday,  j^/ff^tn      *  <*       •'-. 

lAND  TAX  SALE  Blf^L.     *     *'' 

The  HoHfe,  havjiig  rdblv^  itfcJfJplp/ilCwMn^^^^W.^ht 
Land  Tax  Sale  bill,  Loyd  ffolfingham  in  the  chaii'.  ' 

Several 
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Several  dftuAts  we«e  difpofcd.of  without  obfervation  or 

The  Duke  of  Norfoll  rofc  to  objea  to  that  claiife,  \y%kh 
^'e&ed  a  pawcr  in  the  Commiflloners  to  c6fnpel  t]it  pirodtiQ- 
«ion  of  title-deeds,  5fc.  of  thoft  who,  under  certain  cirtJim- 
i^ances,  prapofed  to  purchafe  then- proportions  of  the  Land 
TTax:  He  thought  there  yras  no  ftieteflity  for  giving  liich  |i 
powcpr.  Thefe  Commiflioners,  he  t>bfervcd,  werefeleS^d 
by  iht  Minifters  of  the  Cniwh;  tt  therefore  ftruck  hkn  as 
objcclionable  IQ  a  conftitutianal'point  of  view^-^bcfid^s^;  it 
gave  too  great  a  power  to  curious  or  ill-minded  perions. 

The  JL^nJ C^afiCflior  obfcrvedy  that  the  claufe  gave  no 'power 
but  what  w?s  eif^mially  neceffary  in  the  particular  ; Cafe. 
Deed^iof  reversion  or  remainder  xrere  necefiary  to  he.pro- 
ducedr  upon  fiich  perfon  urging  hi^  clainos  of  preference  to 
purchafe:  that  any  improper  condtifl  on  the  part  of  the 
ComtniHiofters  in  t.hofe  refpe^ls,'  were  rendered  by  the,  bill 
cogoizabie  by  the  Courts ;  and  wK^re  any  reafonable  grounds 
of  complaint  exiftcd,  punifhmcnt  would  follow.  There  were 
provifions  in  the  bill  which  be  thought  would  go  to  deter 
the  C.onwlfl^Oners  from  Aich  praAices  as  the  noble  Duke  al- 
luded tb.. 

The  Dukctof  Norfolk  npt  perfifting  in  his  objeiftions^  thp 
jelaufe  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

Aftcr.fomc  further  progrefs  in  the  bill, 

The  Doke  of  Norfolk  cxprefled  his  difapprobation  of  tliat 
claufe  which  enabled  tenants  for  life  to  fell  part  of  the  eiUtc, 
witbGfut  the  confeat  of  iht  remaindermen.  He  imagined  that 
this  power  might  be  exercifed  fo  as  to  prodtKe  the  word  of- 
fers. He  inlUnced  the  cafe  of  a  tenant  felling  the  lawn  be- 
fore  ttye  manfion-houfc,  or  any  particular  fp<>t  upon  the  de- 
inefne,  ukicU  v\ould  prove  injurious  aqd  ^trxatious  to  thofe  in 
fevGrCott. 

The  tord  Chancellor  obferved,  that  the  interefts  of.  thofe 
perfons  «  ere  properly  taken  care  of  in  the  bill:  Addedtio  this,, 
an  afjpc^llaj[  to.  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  Earl  of  SuffM  was  of  the  fame  opinion  as  the  noble 
Duke  ;  he  difapproved  of  the  mode  of  redrefs  mehtidned  by 
the  learned  Lord^  on  the  grotmd  of  its  expencd. 

The  Duke  ef  Ndrfoik  cont^iM^  that  the  tenants  had 
the  option  of  difpoiii^  of  (his  pfoperty  under  the  fandioi^ 
of  the  bill,  at  a  very  inadequate  price.— He  would  fup- 
pofe  ihe  cafe  of  Burgage  Teh n res,  where  a  few  houfes, 
not  really  worth  in  tbenrfal\^  tool,  but  in  apotl^r  point  of 
4Ma  view. 
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vie^,  according  ^to  4.  fffin?fp)c  rfC0gume^jl^^Bii4ia«teat, 
they  might  be  worth  20»oooi. ;  tl^efe  might  be  difpoMiotbf 
the  teijantjf  at  a  price  w]uch wpuld beccruiillirfioade^liate  iq 
thcj^ current  value-      .,    ^  .^,  .       .    «.    ^*♦c'-^^1     :    t.  .' 

The  JEa^l  of  ^^tf/i  tepktOfijafioa  to  icimr^F^  <lMl«  ihe.biU 
tvas. calculated  to  depi^ej^  tf^e  landed  ipterefti  taiid  !u>  bcaefit 
the  tnonicd  mp.  ThoJfe*  ig^jji^arg.w^f^  y^nggtg  waixpett  ftp- 
portersj  he  imagined^  had  not  mach  landed  ptopffrty^  whatarer 
.they  m,t^)nthave  of  otl^n  derj;;^i|^ti5)f^^  theif  iiHereftt  there- 
fore were  not  at  fiv^i^n^ij^  ^k^  t>i|l  pcegMacinth 
milchicf,  in  one  point  of,vt(;vv^p|krtku|acIy>  iw^ty^it  would 
lower  the  puj chare  of  laipd/,^  M^^ii  hV^ec?ed>  the  mea- 
iu'res  of  miniRcrs  had  tiii^d  tp  tb^  .ejfpft  {^]y(4:i^.  Wbu  a 
few  years  fince. fold  for  tjhirty  yieajrs{^vf<^hfiifet.tMnr  wo«M  not 
brine;  lio^e  than  twcn/y-^ve,: .  ^he  bill  wpiiki  teiidrto  icdvce 
it  ftU^ Ipwer.  ;    .,   *     .    ,.  •   .  *• 

'  Loid' (^n/ivtlle  rep! i$d»  that  t|}e  upbt^E^Fs  obf^rmtions 
were  in  that  ftage  x>t  tbie  tiill^totally  irreiei^iit  ;:the]r  fe^ed 
folcTy'td  its  principlej/'v5hjcl>.  was  ^aciciiinpd  by  .the  Hoofe, 
\vhen  tliey  voted  the  cjiiigfitxn^  of  the  bill«r  Indepeadent 
of  this,  there  was  nothing  in  bis  Lqrdihif's:  obfe^aiioiiii  to 

.  anfwcr ;  they  confided, ofily  of  general  aflertjonst  mkkofvt  a 
Ihadow  ot  argument  oc  pfoof*  .  One  thing.. whii^  fcUfpom 
.the  noble  Early  and  whi.cb  fecmed  to  applyi.lo  bimlelChe 
wouM  juft  police,  paip^ly^that  it  fignjji«!4  y^ry  iilile  to  thy 

^  Houfe,  or  tp  thepiibllc^^  what  defciiption  ^ fVPfts^f  ihc 
might  be  poffcfled  of;  ...♦^■ 

The  Lorti  Chancellor  obferved,  that^thp  ^ilj-w^jfa  its 
principal  channel  of  operation,  by  no  mesons  ^.i^ompulfory 
one.  It  was* totally  a  matter  of  option  t^p.  t^e.perfofistD- 
tere(led  tp  purchafc  or  not^  If  they  chiife  to  i><^yVfthcsyconM 
do  it  under  the  bilU  upon  terms  moil^^y^tagMMi  She 
r^rpe£live  (late  of  th^  iund^,  ptnd  the  price^pf  irh^purcfetfeof 
land,' would  have  an  effecl  upon  the  Wl*  .-.  I^jacrffi  fclU'the 
operation  of  the  bill  muft  clog  proportiopafcfly.-^^ftfiihjCf  fpefl 
to  the  nphle, Duke's,  idea,  .that  tenants /o^  4ifp^}|a(igh^ieU 

{iarticylar  parts  of  the  eflVte/  Aich  a$  he;iIludHi  tq^<.haLhad 
h'tle  tears  .00  th^t  head;,  few  of  thofp  whit^C^sil/faH.of 
qafc'?,  he  hcricv|cd, . woijld  ariife :  the  biit.aifo^d^diMBfWfe- 
ilrefs  /o  the>e.malnders;l(iYu9h  inftames^.t^if  fof^reftl  were 
'  giiai-cjcd.bjr  th^Wiccs^ta  be  given^  ^nd^j^y,  otb^.pfQCiiu- 
tions^; 

After  fome  farther-i^platMitWrjr  converfation  between  the 
Lord  Chanffktif^  t^e  J^ttfecjOJ  hl^rfalk^  a^Lotd6VVir»rilr,  the 
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cImIc  tcy  \rtlich  the  above  referred^  n^as  adopted^  b/  the  Cf^pu 
HaiMev "  .  '  '  \  [,^ 

The  remAiftlng  claufts  ahd  pfovifions  of*  the  biff  w-^rc, 
wiik  the  exception  of  one  or  t  wp,  which' Wcre!ol)jiedpl^\b  by 
the  Ddkfc  <rfAfV;jft*>  khd  the  Ekrfs  of  iTi/jfift  and  "Qarnaruofit 
and  fttcc^frfully  defended  by  ifHi  Lord  Cbuncellcrj  the  Earl  of 
Mmt^n^  and  lJo;di  <^nvtWiiM  Auckland,  feVerally  adopted 
bjr^thc  Gomotht^d;       '     '•'  .  " ':  '  :'    /[   r 

.  In  the  courfe  of  itic  afiove',  ffft  'Earl  of'  Caniitrypn  (p9ko 
ftrongt^  tgain(t  the  meaftr/c."  The  jet  of  his  o^fervatibnf 
vetit  chief )^tb<th*  prlnctplc  of  the  bill,  and  had  Vcry^  little 
refereiice  tO^Mibfe'  j>«r<s  re^ubrly  before  |he  Cpmmittec.^ 
Th^  nobte  Esii^i  "was  teplFed  to  by  the  LerJ  Chancellor,      \ 

The  Dtikeof  N^tfelk  rtade  a  Yew  obfervattons  lipon  a 
point  which  aifo  related  to  thd  pribcipl^  of  the  bill;  namely, 
the  unconditntipnal  tendency  pf  nnaking  the  Land. Ta^  per-^ 
petual,  thereby  takiag  away,,  he'  f;^id,  one  of  ihe  principal 
'  cheeki  of  PaVliament  upon  the  Minivers  of  the  Crotvo.  Not 
only  this,  but  fomuch  of  the  Cohfulidated  Tund,  9s  w^s  in* 
tjettded  td  be  voted  antnially/  as  a  fubfthute  for  the  Land 
Tax,  vi^i  iti  fbA,  heafTcncd,  taking  away  To  much  of  the 
leciiTi<»y  erf  the  public  creditor.  Rcfpcding  thcfe  important 
pt»iiir$,  lie  avowed  his  imention'of  bringing  forward  a  pro- 
p^fiiion,  either  upon  the  report  or  the  third  reading  of^the 
bill  f  ^nd  ^prefled  his  furprtae  tnat  Minifters  had  not;  the 
Uouft  fotninoned  upon  a  proceeding  of  fuch  higl^Jmport'* 
ahce  as  the  prefent  bill. 

^rerth^' bill  had  been  gone  through,  the  Houfe  vvras  re« 
fuai^y  and  the  report  was  received.  The  bill  was  then  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Dvia^di  Norfolk  faid,  he  (hould  bring  forward  Iiii 
propoiiitons.  the  next  day  ;  and  wifhed  to  knovj^  whether  it 
tl^as  the im^titionof any  minifteria)  Peer  to  move  to  fuminoa 
the  Houfe  u^on  that  ftagc  of  the  bill. 
<  ijord  tinnvHle  replied,  that  he  did  not  think  it  mcumbent 
lipon  hrlmt  or  neceifary,  to  move  for  a  fummons  upon  the  oc« 
cafibn* '  iH<>Wever,  it  was  competent  for  the  noble  Duke,  or 
any-  Po*r  ^  hti  fide  of  the  Houfe;  to  move  for  ^  fulnmons ; 
la  whkh  ptoccedJng  he  certainly  could  have  no  obje6Uon^ 

Tile  Ehike  of  Norfolk  x\\tt\  nmoved,  th;it  the  Hojife  be  fumr 
inonedt'or  theicxt  day,  which  Was  ordered  accordingly.  "\ 

HOUPA-V  I^^I^Lv  < 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  %  Committee  upon'  thtir  bxtl* 

•'  "  ■  '    •  The 


(latement  of  the  pernicious  ef^Te^s  to  be  apprehen£4  from  tiie 
abdifioaof^AfehJiiiiiniberiQf  th^e.Cbusch  Feftjvab  ^yta% 
prof«rtd»b)^<h0  bill.  <  Ti^  J^mend  Prelate  repeated  ihofe 
afgtiiBeikti>^Mch,he4eUferi^  cja'a  homier  n^Ht  oa  tbfe  fame 
febjeA..  Ht  fl«ff;rib«d  ti)«i^  j^^ii^^  and  origio  of  tU^jfdiHcii- 
tion  of  1^)1^  Uiferent  d^t(;^^Jp^s  of  Holicfa^s.'^hd  Chiifct 
Fe^iyab,  ^iCOfifiderQ<l  iiidr  ftrij^clxrcrvancp.  to1>i;^ehtiai^ 
lM:eflkiy'4d  4he  d^e  pr€ire;:vaii9^- of  the  eftabli^eid'reljgiaQj 
a^pifhift  i^i  iffreacfe  of  M)jtiiintT-i^my  of  tbc^reaxifol  cvib 
whkbi  lotik.  f  lace  in  France  he,  ^as|CQn(i4e^t  )^t^'  from  die 
abottitoii.^jihc  Cbrifiian  i^H^n  iff  xh^xsj^fiir^f 

The  L^irii  ChoKCfUar  ^T^c/uiixi  w^iat  f<;H  from"  the  Rev. 
Prelate,  and  cenfured  thofe  ^ana^of  the  bill  wbtch  went  to 
cxaA'ao.biCK^fed  itu^  ofatt^nd^xice  from  clerks  and  olSccis 
whta  hadraCP«p<ed  their  fiiMafions  uoder  tiie  i()ea  tiiat  a  mnch 
tefs  port  Jon  qS  their  lime  woutcl  be  requrred.  He  feemed  of 
dpiiiion  thi«  ib^fe  fort  of  ^things  Ihoidd  pot/be  rt^olatedby 

3e  Legiflature,  but  m  a  gre^t  degree  left  to  the  principab 
[d  6j^eriors.iAf>flicey  Avh|p|., from  their  (ituations»  muli  be 
the  bfeft  ji9dg^«  Neither  wa;  it  ][ic(:t{E^ij  tha^  their  attend- 
«nce  (boiiid  take  place  everjr  day.       ,      ' 

Lord  GrenvilU  agreed  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lanf» 
that  tltofe  points  were  npt  prppcr  fqr  legiflatiife  inter fcrroce  \ 
a  bad  principle  lately  obtained,  in  ftiojeA&ng  thofe  fort  of 
mintitix  to  legiflative  proviiions.  )iis  Lordihip  entered  into 
fome  details  with  rcfpeS  to  the  mode  of  regulating  the  af* 
tendance  in  certain  public  Offices,  particularly  thofe  under 
'  the<controul  of  the  Treafury  :  he  feenird'to  think  the  pn>- 
viftons  in  the  bill  to  that  efftffl  wholly  unneceflary. 

The  BiiAop  of  XirAf/?^r  cttf ficided  in  tbdfe  fentittfencr;  he 
ftated,  that  by  an  ad  of  Convocation  in  the  latter  part  of 
Henry  the  Eighth^s  reign-,  a  difpfcnftititA)' vni»  ioide^<si  to 
labourers  to  u^ork  ex'en  on  SHnday/  fni«  aiiiAhad  ttmct  in  Ae 
harvefl  period,  and  at  one  pftrtitu(ar  ttelbcHreo  £urs?aKKi 
markets  vVere  aOthdriftd  to  be  held.-  -  -r  n      :    •  • 

The  Earl  ofSufjik  approved  ^f  theJ(kai^/|iettM% ting.  la- 
bourers td  wort  on  Strndsrys  iti  Harveft  tim«v  Toheaderthts 
more  effectual/  he  thonght  the  hofjfir  o^  fe^viite  lb  tWrbiorn- 
ing  fhoul^  be  made  earlier.  In  order  to  afHrd'tholabdavrs 
morc^  umc  to  Work  In  the  ttfrcr  part  oF'tbc  *ly; 

After  fdme  further  convcrfation,  fuch  tf«neiMdlnent»\9efe 
adc>^e^  ^s  appeared  fati^faflory  to  tUc  Rev^  Prelate;  fi^tthc 
nobic  and  learned  i^ord.  '    '  :  ''   r    ■    *        •  v    •  > 


The,|l<'Ure  then  ren!>Iveii  ijitc^  a(  C^mtnht^e  lipim  the 
Tanners  bill,  whfcn  -  ;  ^    *•     . 

'  The  Duk6  of  ^^^rrf  ckpltflM  his  ^ifapprobbuim  of  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  bill,  afid  etfVerd)  into  a  ttetftited'  view  of 
its  incriys.  One  pVotificwWjf 'the  biH,  hft  Omcc  faid, 
vras  to  veil  certain  exclufiVe  Vf^ts,  fimitar  to  thofc  ^Sonvcy- 
ed  by  a  patcrtt,  to  any  ihcfividiial  ,who  pi'ofefibdl  to  hav^ 
difipovered  a  mode  of  tanning  without  bark';  this  pcf- 
ibnt  he  thougbt|  ^ad  no'  tM\iV  to  foch  an  inchiigencc!^  Ht 
thought  the  laWs  refpeTSlifigrfie  Tanning  Trade  ne^xiired  re- 
vifion  ;  and  he  adverted  to  (±rt^fn  prnvifions  in-iihtr  fliatgttts 
of  Elizabeth  and  Jatnes  I:  He  faid  he  did  not  ntean  then  to 
urge  any  propofition  on  ihofe' points,  "but  to  referve  Mchfelf 
for  a  future  ftagfe  of  the  bill. ';'  ' 

The  tc^rd  ChanalUr  coincided  iq  meft  of  tto  obfervaTions 
of  the  noble  Duke;  but  he  thought  it  tooli^eiii  Aeififfion 
to  dp  any  thing  effefSlual  In  the  bunnefs^  in  the  way  a{f uied 
to  by  his  Gr?ice.  However,  he  recomtnendcd  hicti  to  direft 
his  attention  to  the  fubjeS  in  thb  next  feflion. 

After  fpme  explanatory  cofiverFation  between  th^  Lord^ 
jChunctllor  and  the  Duke  of  Bedftird,  the  Ibfl  claufe  in  the  bill 
was  ordered  tp  be  Ibuck  out»  which  claufe  relates  to  the  p^eaC 
of  Mr.  Seely.    ' 

Tlic  Houfe  then  refumcd,  ordered  the  bill  to  be  reportedf 
and  at  eight  o'clock  adjourned  till  the  next  day.  ^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  ^ 

Monday,  yw«^  1 1.    '  .  ►  » 

The  Mithta  Officers  AUowaace  Bill  was  read  a  tliircjl  time, 
and  poffled; 

1  "he  report  of  the  Coiiimit(;ee  pn  the  Nc wfpaper jR^egulatlng 
Ikll  was  bronght  up,  federal  c)aufes  added,,  and  the  tiill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  dSrd  lime  on  Wqdpefday  next,       .        <     ► . ,  ^ . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JjJ^,  Jcavc,  was  givph  ,tp  |Brmg  in  a  • 
Ullior  abobilfirig  certaii^*p^ac&) jii  the- CuAof^^^ 

A  nneflage  from..t;he  I^rdf  j/infow<^d.th  thatVheir 

Lordniips  bad  .agreed  to  thi;  Sily^^  CainagQ  ^IjlKaiiaing  BUI, 
aad  feveral  other  jHiblic  and  prWateJbills,      *  .      \  /        '\ 

The  bill  for ,  piohjbifing  hi^  Mpjeftx  s  fqbjeds  froni  ^gblng  ^ 
to,.or  pefidin^Hb  France  ^^ripg  tiie  war,  was  prtlered'tobc 
coiiiaittcii the  n^xtday.'  ',    •       ?  ». 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  bt^'tfit'Scc^dh  Yw'c5- 
pennies  Bill,  Mr.  Sheridsp  propofed  omitting  tfie' three  Tad 

claules^ 


cUufet,  which  gc«tited  llie  fum  of  4opol.  per  amom  id  4ie' 
M^ifirates  of  Edihhurgh  out  of  the  Confi:>Ii<kited  PuihL 

On  this  motion  fome  cd^rfalkMi,  took  place  toweqi  Mr« 
Secretairy  DunJas,  Mn  William  Dundaiy  ao^.thft  Soticitpr 
General,  iwho  oppofi^d  the  amenJlDent  i  and  Sir  R.  C  G(y imr» 
Lord  Hawkcfbury,  Mr.  Itydb^^and  GeneraiTarkVan*  who 
fupported  it ;  after  which  die  Hdufe  dividc({  on  Kir.  Sieridan'k 
amcndoEicnt.  ^  , 

.  -4^"»         r  -  <^        /     -     53 

N9fs^  .     *  *  *  ^44 

Afajorliy     -     :   -     ft 
Mr.  SlirlJan  gave  tiotice  that  he  ihouU  cr\  ^urfday  ntxx^ 
thade  ^  motion  relative  to  the  Aate  of  Ireland. 

ARTRtTR   0«C0NN0Rrf 

Mr.  St.  John  then  called  the  attention  of  the  floufe  to  tb^ 
fubje£t  of  which  he  had  fotne  time  given  notice ;  it  related,  he 
fardy  to  the  cafes  of  two  unfortunate,  but  innocent  and  refpec-^ 
table  gentlemen,  who  had  been  accufed,  and  one  of  them  tried 
for  hidi  treafbn.     If  the  delay  that  had  taken  plice  upon  this 
fuhjeS,  had  afforded  to  gentlemen,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  any  opportunity  of  inveftigating  the  matter,  he  flK>uI<J 
be  very  glad.    He  felt  the  oueftion  which  he  was  about  to  fub-^ 
imt  to  he  of  great,  if  not  of  equal  importance' to  that  of  whkh 
his  hon.  Friend  had  given  notice ;  but  as  ttie  affairs  of  Irelanii 
would  be  brought  under  difcuflion  in  the  debate  upon  that  mo* 
tion,  not  a  word  upon  that  matter  d^ould  drop  froiA  him. 
Although  the  two  gentlemen,  whofe  cafts  he  was  about  to 
fubmit  to  the  Hpufe,  were  natives  of  Ireland,   not  a  word 
ihould  drop  from  him  that  Aiould  bring  into  difcuiEon  the  me- 
lancholy tranfaAions  diat  were  every  day,  and  almod  every 
hour,  brought  t)efore  us  from  tl)at  country. 

The  oueuion  he  had  to  fubmit  might  be  confidered  in  two 
points  of  view :  Rrft,  How  far  the  taking  of  thefc  two  gentle* 
men  up  was  legal ;  and,  if  legal,  how  far  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  done  Was  confonant  to  that  merciful  feeling  which  cvc«. 
hitherto  had  accompanied  the  adminiftration  of  Britifli  Juftice. " 
In  confidering  how  far  the  fleps  which  had  bcrn  tck-a  in  ||w 
cafe  were  legal,  it  would  be  neceflary  for  him  to  take  a  view  ilt 
that  fundamental  law  on  which  the  perfonal  liberty  of  cv^' 
man  in  his  Majeffy's  dominions  refted,  and  alfo  of  a  Ia(e'ad  €$ 
Parliament  which  was  commonly,  but  improperly,  ctiHed, 
**  The  Sufpenfion  of  the  Hahedi  Corpus r  The  Houfe  wouM" 
recoiled,  that  the  bill  to  which  he  lad  alluded,  pailed  tim 

Houfe,. 
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HoQie  in  one  <tay.  It  was  notorious  that  on  all  occafioris,  Ad-  . 
miniftration  had  at  all  times,  and  particularly  in  the  pr^fent 
S^^ffion,  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  neceflly  of  great  exertions,  and 
in  coftfequenee  of  our  fituation  great  power  was  j^ivcn  to  Mi- 
nideis ;  it  was,  at  the  time  that  this  Sufpenfion  A&  palted,  faid 
to  be  abfolutely  necefiary  ,  and  great  ftt'eft  was  laid  on  a  fuppofed 
confpiracy  exifting  tn  this  country,  and  this  was  particularly 
infilied  upon  by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Secretary  Dan* 
3as.)  He  had  laid  **  Wait  but  a  few  days,  and  you  will  have  , 
decilive  proof  that  there  is  in  this  country,  and  extended  over 
almoft  every  part  of  it,  a  dangerous  confpiracy."  He  wished 
Gentlemen  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  this  part  of  the^  afler* 
tion  of  that  right  hon.  Gentleman;  they  were  defired  to  watt 
only  a  few  days,  and  then  they  (hould  fee  a  confpiracy ,  the 
ramifications  of  which  extended  from  on^  part  of  the  country 
totheorher»  Gentlemen  did  wait,  as  the  Secretary  .of  State 
defircd,  until  the  trials  came  on  at  Maidltonc  ;  but  fo  far  wcr? 
thefe  trials  from  eftabltfhing  that  a  coafpiracy  exifted,  that  a 
confpiracy  formed  no  part  of  the  cafe  on  behalf  of  the  Crowo* 
The  Houfc  was,  therefore,  called  ui>pn  to  examine  with  atteo*. 
tion  into  the  copduft  of  his  Majtfty's  Minifters,  fo  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  perfons  who  had  been  falfely  charged  with  High  Trea- 
fon,  they  ought  to  examine  into  every  calc  in  which  this  ex-  . 
.raordinary  power  was  exercifed.  Butfirfi,  it  would  be  iie«> 
ceflary  for  him  a  little  to  coniider  wiiat  really  was  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  power  granted  to  Executive  Goven)ment».by  the 
bill  for  fufpehding  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6k.  It  was.neceflary 
to  allude  to  what  pafled  in  the  year  1706,  relative  to  thp 
^^ufpehfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Afl.  [Here  he  read  axlaufe 
in  that  Adl,  by  which  it  is  proved,  that  no  perfon  imprifpned 
under  that  hQ,  (hall  be  fent  even  to  any  part  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions  beyond  the  feas,  fuch  as  Guemfey  or  Jerfey,  or  even 
to  Ireland,  and  declared  that  fuch  an  a6l  would  be  illegal,  &c.l 
There  was,  he  faid,  nothing  in  the  lad  Sufpenfion  A£(;  whic^ 
touched  this  claufe  ;  therefore  thefe  two  Gentlemen,  on  whofe 
behalf  he  was  now  fpeakine*  vvere  in  the  fame  Ctuationvuith 
refpe£t  to  this  claufe,  as  if  the  bill  of  this  year  had  never  pafled. 
He  would  now  fiate  a  fubfequent  claufe,  by  which  power  is 
given  to  Government  to  apprehend  perfons  in  England  who 
ihall  have  committed  crimes,  and  to  enable  the  Crown.  tQ  deal 
with  them  in  a^articular  manner.  This,  was  the  i6th  claufe 
in  the  adl»  and  it  was  under  this  claufe,  he  prefumed,  it  would 
be  contended  th«it  bis  MajeOy's  Minifters  bad  not  ezc^cdad 
their  authority.  He  would  undertake  to  convince  almoft  every 
Gentleman  m  that  Houfe^  not  onl v  that  Mr.  Roger  O'Connor, 
Vol.  II.  1789.  4N  one 
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one  of  the  gentlemen  on  vvholc  behalf  he  called  the  attcneton  of 
the  Houfc,  had  not  only  not  committed  a  crime  in  Ireland,  l>ut 
that  it  was  hardly  poflible  for  him  to  have  done  fo  at  the  time 
he  was  charged  with  fo  doing ;  and  when  he  had  done  this,  he 
thought  he  Ihouid  ha¥e  done  enough  to  make  the  Houir 
order,  that  the  warrant  of  hi$  commitment,  &c.  (hould  be  biJ 
on  the  table. 

He  would  take  leave  to  go  back  to  a  period  of  about  two 
years  ago,  fwhen  the  French  fleet  was  upon  the  Irifli  ccaft. 
At  this  time  Mr.  R.  O'Connor,  who  was  a  gentleman  of  con- 
fiderabie  fortune,  had  a  houfc  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
coaft  ot  Bantry  Bay.  At  this  time  the  inhabitants  of  that  pm 
of  Ireland  were  celebrated  for  their  loyalty  and  the  fpirit  they 
inanifefled  in  preparing  to  refift  the  attack  of  the  French. — 
Upon  that  occafion  no  perfon  was  more  dillinguiihed  for  bi$ 
exertions  than  Mr.  R.  O'Connor  ;  his  houfe»  which  was  near 
the  road,  was  opened  for  the  King's  troops,  and  he  gave  them 
every  fupport  in  his  power ;  and  it  was  very  well  known  that 
Minifters  fpoke  in  the  ftrongcft  manner,  their  fenfe  of  the 
brave  preparations  that  were  made  on  that  occafion  to  nefift  ibc 
French  upon  the  intended  invafion.  In  Apri),  i797»  it  was 
fufpedted  that  in  Ireland  the  principles  of  the  United  Irifkiaen 
were  extending,  and  Mr.  R.  O'Connor  was  fnfpeAcd  by  the 
JviCh  Government  to  have  joined  the  United  Iriflimen»<3ii  ac^ 
count  of  which  he  came  to  live  in  England  to  put  himtetf  obt 
of  the  way  of  being  fufpefted.  He  was  in  England  in  JtinCt 
and  in  that  month  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  iflbed  a 
proclamation,  ftating  that  a  general  forgivenefs  fiwuld  be  ex- 
tended to  all  thofe  who  fhould  take  the  oatfi  of  aUegtmnce  to 
his  Mjjeftjr.  Under  die  faith  of  that  proclamation,  Mr.  R. 
O^Connor  went  back  to  Ireland,  and  like  a  faithful  fiibjod, 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance^  and  furtlier,  entered  into  a  fecnritr 
for  kis  good  condu£t  in  the  penalty  of  2000].  in  trafe  he  Aonkl 
tranfgrefs.  This  was  on  the  19th  of  June.  On  the  i  tthof 
July  he  was  apprehended  and  carried  before  the  Privy  Conndl, 
and  he  was  informed,  on  high  authority,  that  Mr.Pelham  aficr 
that  time  told  Mr.  0*Connor  that  the  charge  againft  hioi  W2$ 
ill  founded ;  he  was  liberated,  and  lie  returned  to  his  own 
country  houfe.  Soon  afterwards  the  Affiles  took  place*  He 
was  a  gentleman  at  the  Bar,  and  attended  tMe  duties  of  his  pn>- 
feffion  at  Cork  ;  he  was  counfel  for  perfons  accufed  by  Gavcm- 
men>,  and  fortunately  for  his  clients,  but  unfortunately  for 
himfelf,  he  was  fuccefsful  in  defending  them.  The  Affizcs 
being  over,  he  was  appehended  again  on  precifely  the  iame 
charge  as  that  of  which  be  had  been  difcharged.    He  rcxnaincd 

ia 
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in  prifon  from  September  until  the  aflizes  in  the  Spring  at 
Cork'»  when  he  was  honourably  acquitted  ;  fo  honourably  ac- 
quittedy  that  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of 
CommonI  bore  teftimony  of  it ;  and  yet  juft  at  this  rime  a 
warrant  was  iflued  for  the  a)>prehending  him  again.  The  mp« 
ment  he  was  acquitted  he  got  into  a  poft-chaife,  and  came  to 
London,  and  the  eagernefs  with  which  he.  travelled  was  owing 
to  the  flrong  dcfire  he  had  to  fee  his  brother.  The  firft  ftep  he 
took  on  his  arrival  here  was  that  of  writing  a  letter  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Had  he  had  any  confcioufnefs  of  gnilt  he  wouM 
hardly  have  told  vthe  Secretary  of  State  where  he  was,  fo  that 
he  might  be  apprehended  ;  but,  however,  the  confenuenre 
was,  that  he  was  apprehended  for  High  Treafon.  JVs  icon  as 
lie  was  apprehended,  he  renfonftrated  with  the  Duke  of  Pbrt- 
land  upoh  ti\p  illegaliity  of  his  arreft,  and  urged  the  ill  ftate  of 
his  health,  as  alfo  the  ftate  and  condition  of  his  children.  He 
ilated  furtlitr,  his  anxious  defire  to  fee  his  brother,  for  whom 
he  faid,  he  jnight  be  a  material  witnefs.  This  letter,  it  muft 
be  prefumed,  was  communicated  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  hut 
indead  of  any  anfwer  to  it,  be  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  to  * 
fet  off  again  immediately  to  Ireland.  To  Ireland  therefore 
with  the  utmott  expedition  he  went.  After  this  a  communica- 
tion ttxik  plACG  between  bi<n  and  Mr.  Cocke,  a  Gentleman 
well  known  to  poffefs  a  knowledge  of  the  fentiments  of  the 
GofVtiament  of  Ireland.  He  was  informed  that  Mr.  Cooke 
did  drftinSly  inform  Mr,  0*Connor  as  follows :  *«  We  have 
fio  charge  whatever  againft  you  ;  there  is  no  information 
ogainft  yon  ;  you  wiih  to  live  in  England,  and  that  is  all  we 
wi/h.'*  •  If  thcfe  things  were  true,  Mr.  St.  John  faid,  if  he 
had  reprcfented  -  thefe  fads  correftly;  and  the  Houfe  would  , 
give  him  credit  for  not  dating  them,  but  upon  conviction  of 
their  truth ;  he  would  afk,  was  it  or  was  it  not  fufficient  to  . 
put  the  matter  into  a  courfe  of  enquiry,  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  could  or  could  not  vindicate  his  condudt  upon  this  oc^- 
cafion,  for  it  certainly  appeared  by  this  account  that  ht  had 
grofsly  violated  the  claufe  he  had  already  alluded  to  in  the  afk 
ot  Parliament. 

He  then  proceeded  to  obferve  upon  what  occafion  it  was  that 
the  luft  A6t  of  Parliament,  granting  the  Habeas  Corpus  had 
been  pufied  in  the  tim^  of  Charles  II.  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  obibrved  that  %he  afl:  was  produced  in  confcquence  of  the 
oppreffion  of  an  individual  by  the  Ci*own,  and  notliiOg  could  be 
more  appofice  to  that  cafe  than  the  prefent  one.  Mr.  0*Con- 
nor  had  already  received  by  Mr.  Cooke  the  affarance  of  the 
Irilh  Government^  that  there  was  no  charge  againft  him,  but 
4N  2  another 
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atidlb^f  WlHti»blh^09ttir  iflti^d  agahift  hkn  bf  «he  EAglifli  8bcre- 

'tlrf  of  Stt^  (by  u^hafaathotity  tbaR  waivMit  could  be  k£aUj 

'  ^yt&Mti^  %i  IreltfAd  tte  'htieMr  tiot)  atid  urtAet  thai  '^waotant, 

Mh'  R.  O'GbHndr  wM  t»r6B^ht  back  agalni  t6  Enghnd:     He 

Ichrew  it  might  bfc  ib'td;  "and'  he  prafacHtfd  it  iMoaild,  dMt  the 

Watititt  WM  prot^er^  andthatby  Mr;R«OOsiliiOFCt>mingtD 

England,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor  might^have  the  benefit  of  hts 

fCfftinJony  if  it  tirils  5f  anf  Hfb  to  him,  6wkf  thM  was  the  cafe, 

'  4f  was^ery  odd  that  Nlfr.^Ri^  OGbnttor  defired  to  fee  his  bro- 

^  Clle^  ai^d  thiit  iWfliead  b(*4tV'  lu:  (hould  be  font  <»ver  lo  Ireland ; 

iiK^  but  pi^tfiaps  hts  hjkig  thixint  i^rtted  to  fee  his  brother,  and 

''''^if  a{)^efaenfion  that  h6  <buld  give^rkiaterial  evidence  far  his 

'brbther;  made  an  'tmpttffioti,  and  thef«fore'  htt  was  fcm  hadb 

'  ^piSf^o  England.    However,  he  itaiainod  here  vntil  after 

'the  Wi^  of  his  brother  and  dien  they  were  both  lent  back  to 

'     liWan*     ''  '^ 

^  -^8d>»ttii^h  for  tlie  cafe  of  Mr.  R.  O'Connor.     He  ftooM 
*  'iiaW'Wkc -notice  of  the 'cafe  of  Mr.  A.  0*Connor.     He  was 
'  veVyiVeH  known  to' have' have  made  a  celebrated  fpeech  in  the 
**  *    ftddfebf  €temmon$  tn  ttelaiid,  on  a  very  important  debate  up- 
on th^  aflairs  of  thattountry.     He  was  afterwards  a  candidate 
'      at  tfie  Gene^l  Eteflion.     He  became  fufpeAed  1^  the  Iri/h 
-    "Oo^eirtncnt.     He  was  apprtliended  on  the  charge  of  High 
•?'  'YrcaWoo.     He  Was  committed  and  (ubjeAti  to  rtgotoos  im- 
f  Hfenti^ent ;  and  tt'  came  out  on  the  trial  at  Maidftone,  that  be 
'  Wa^'^uatly  twice  fired  at  while  at  the  wmdoW  of  tbe  prifini ; 
alftr^hith  he  never  carfed  to  go  to  the  wihdowy*io  whidi  he 
-"    4iad  before  ufQally  repaired  for  the  benefit  of  the  fipcAi  aiir.  But 
- '  ifter  thi^  clofe  oonfinemetit  he  waa  permitted  fo'^  oat  of  die 
"^  '  prifon  as  an  innocent  man ;  for  at  laft  it  appeared  that  there 
v^s  in  reality  rro  charge  againft  him.     It  was  tbercfeiv  bir  to 
fay  that  he  was  illegally  imprlfoned  for  fix  months ;  the  charge 
exhibited  at  firft  agatnil  him  was  entirely  unfounded.  'He  was 
never  tKed  ;  and  therefore  no  man  could  fdy  that  he  was 
legniiy  impriioned,     He  remained  in  Ireland  (or  a  whiie,  and 
vIko  came  to  England.     Here  he  wai  taken^Ufs  'tried  and  ac« 
quitted.     The  moment  he  was  acquitted  ai¥OfbM''Wan^nt  was 
!  feirv^  apon  him  ;  onder  that  warfant  he  Waa-brt^oght  4ip  to 
'-"   libtidon.  and  font  bark'  again  to  Ireland,     ft  Was'^Ot  far  him 
"     •«>  fey  that  the  IriiH^ Government  was^ccinvfticdd'bf  his  'inno- 
'C^rioe ;  but  there  Was'biit  little  douJ>t  tfaiir  nb<eriate  wAd  be 
■fnc#difuHy\>]lt»ge(i  :»gMrift  him.     Bot  fuppbfiil|g  thRT  what  he 
ftaitd  was  ^rttly  unfounded,  which  he  hUd  RO  nfcifon  lo appre- 
hend; ami    fuppoting  Mr.  R.  O^Connor  to  be  Within  the 
tiwiilkof  ihtJiahasChrjms^AEt,  which  iatpcmtrtd  G^/^rn- 
'-•-"'  meot 
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meat  toiend  liini  talreland^  upon  the  cbarg&Qf^  ctH«e-com« 
niitted  there,  9nd  that  the  other  daufe  ibrbiddiiig^themnf- 
porting  perfaAs  in  this  iitu«ltoa,  did  not  att^h  vpoo  bim^ 
which  he  did'not  beliejvet  jjOtevco  ^n  that  cafe»  he  ^o^\i  reft 
misch  on  the  fpirit  which  bad  appeaHH)  in  the  cpndu^l  of  Go^ 
vernmeot lot/irards  thefe gantiei{)en»  Tbey  hadbcen  parfued 
with  a  f  indite  fpirit  ;    .      - 

.  He  Icnew  it  might  be  laid  itiw^Sr competent  to  the  Crown  to 
lodge  detaiiieri}  againft  petfeos  for  jbiigh  Treafoo,  as  well  as  in 
cafes  of  common  felony  ;  hut  i/*^b*B  tight  had  not  beeoexer- 
cifed  (ince  the  reign  of  Edwdnd  the  Third ;  a  period  of.aixmt 
400  years,  was  it  not  enough. to  fay  that  the  condvi^  of  adrfli<« 
niftratibn  had  been  marked  wkh  great  har(huefs  in  thistafe? 
No  man  would  tell  him  the  contrary  of  that  aflertton,  for  the 
law  of  England  confidered  not  only  tbe  accufed,  but  alfo  th^ 
accufin^  party  with  jealoufy,  and  what  was  the  cafe  of  thefe 
two  unfortunate  gentlemen,  might  be  the  cafes- of  the  mod  re^ 
fpedable  peribns  in  the  kingdom  the-  next  day ;  not  that  he 
meant  to  infinuate  that  thefe  geiulemen  were  not  refpedlable ; 
on  the  contrary,  although  he  had  4K)t  the  boftour  to  know 
much  abouithem,  yet  from  every  tbitig  he  had  heard,  they 
wcjre  vei^  fefpcfilable  mch.  There  was  a  cafe  celebrated  in 
the  hiftory  of  our  cotintry*  which  was  preferred  to  his  mind 
by  looking  at  the  prefent  one.  It  was  the  cafe  of  Lord  Strafi» 
ferd.  The  Commons  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  convince 
the  Londs  of  the  guilt  of  Lord  Strafford. — **  Not  guilty ,"1k>w- 
ever,  bad  not  li^n  pronounced  by  the  Lords  in  that  cafe— 
**  Not  giilty  ":  had  been  pronounced  in  this.  Inthe  cafe  of  Lord 
Strafford,  the  Commons  upon  a  difcovery  of  a  fcrap  of  fnper^ 
broQght'in  a  bill  of  attainder  againft  Lord  Strafibrd,  and  upoQ 
that  bill  of  attainder  he  was  executcd.-^^-Here  a  defend^int  was 
taken  up  on  a  detainer,  9nd  was  to  be  tried  again ;  thin  was 
contrary  to  all  the  praSicc  for  the  laft  400  years.  Would  any 
man  lav  that  Government  was  to  be  excufed  for  this  riffo^r  I 
WouIq  any  man  fay,  that  however  alarmed  the  minds  of  MW 
nifters  might  he  at  this  momentf  that  they  had  more  caofe  for 
alarm  than  bad  ever  been  felt  at  any  time  (ince  the  reign  of 
,  Edward  tiie  Third  i  And  yet  that  muft  be  made  oot  in  argu- 
ment befoi:e  Minlfiers  could  be  juftilietl  in  this  cafe.  This  was 
doing  that  which  was  never  done  in  the  ^ign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth-'  that  which  was  never  done  in  the  rebel  hop  of  1715 
*-*that  which  was  never  done  in  the  rebellion  of  1745-^that 
which  was  never  done4n  the  time  of  Charles,  (.  or  Ch<;ries  IL 
nor  of  Jin>es  ii.  times  and  feafons  pretty  rem^rka)(je  for  ri«* 
goiir  i  and  yet  lit  was  thought  fit  to  do  it  n^vn  i  tji^ia^laced  the 

condu& 
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conjud  of  admifliArsitieit  in  a  very  faf^icioiis  point  of  ykw; 
Hd  moved  noocntbrejapan  Miniftera;  he  only  alked  for  m- 
Itwmktian  )  h^  only  ealbd  f^  an  inquiry.     Had  he  or  had  be 
IWA  fiiitt3d:ft  cafe  which  atUed  fbc  an  inquiry  ?  Among  the  va- 
ikittfr<imd  iiopof taut  duties  of  xhsx  Houfe,  thete  «ras  not  ons 
1l4ii0hcaii«fl  \far  loore  Vigiioncfc  in  the  exercife  of  it  than  that  of 
watching  over  the  psrfianal  libeottaefrof  the  fubjcfk.-    The  Coih 
ftttntioft  had  commanded  tt|eaB<lo  be  iittentive  to  that  poitit. 
Indeedk  il«6  thq  ooroerflone^^he  Conftitution  of  this  oooh- 
try»  and  without  which  no  part  of  the  fabric  (Couid  ftand.     It 
Wift&tipQD.«>kt>n^i3ion  cf  tbirlhith,  that  die  iBarons  compelled 
JSjtig  ji«lMR;ta  fign  Magna  Gharta.     It  was  frbiA  thia  time  we 
wtfe'^itoiidbta'tlifi  hifiory  of  por&inal  liberty. in  Great  Britain^ 
The  condu^  of  Minifters»  in.  this  oiat!Ur»  was  contrary  to  the 
%>irit  of  ilbat  glorious  2&,    He  then  entered  into  a  hiilory  of 
Aat  Qoblexhorteis,-  as  atffa  the  fob&quent  ipirit  of  the  Haufe 
of  Stwarty  and  c^  their  endebvours  to  dp  k  away  from. time  to 
time^  of 'their  conftaot  and  uniform  attepapts  to  rob  the  people 
tf  theirrigbt>  and  Hbeities,  and  of  the  ftruggles  of  the  people  to 
IVlfeF^  t&m^*  >which  ended  ia- a  RevoUitton.     He  quoted  the 
cafe  of  Jenks^  who  was  knpufoned  ira-  tlic  reign  of  Charlet-  IL 
bf  a  speech  which  he  del«fsred  in  Guildhall,  and  afkrwiMii 
$l»JtbMb\  of  Lord  Notcinghara.  to  grant  an  Hubia^K^^rpits^ 
which  .gave  ^nh  afterwards  to  lAk^KfAmwaj^  Habtas  Corpu^^St. 
He  obfcrved  that  biflory  taught  \xt  that.^cants  neverwanted 
M«nifiers^  or  even  Judges,  to  fupportthem^  and  that  the  peo^ 
pie  could  have  no  fccurity  agaoid  their  tyranny  but  in  the  fpi- 
"M  an4  vigilance  of  theiHoofe  of  ConuncHis.'   He  applauded 
HlKUfxien  for  his  noble  reMtoce  to  the  illegal  decDand  of  fliip 
iwoney  (  this  was  done  according  to  ilie  fpiritof  the  people  9 
and  {q  to  thiacafe  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  interfere  in 
behalf  of  two  gentlemen  who  were,  as  he  coatended^  iUegally 
tramipotited  to  aoonber  kingdom.     But  it  might  be  faid  tbat 
fhefe  gemlemen  were  fufpicious  ch«:a(Sers.     That  ims  no  rea* 
ion  why  tlie  Houfe  Ihould  not  be  watchful,  becaufe.^uBder^(haC 
prctcAce  a  bad  prOkeddnt  might  be  eftablifiied,  andiuiider  the 
authority  of  that  pnkredent  every  man  in  England  jqaight  be 
made  to  hold  his  righo&only  under  die  will  and^aforqof  die 
Crown.  He  therefbre^mpon' every  view  of  the  £nfcj6<^thoQgbc 
the  Houle  ought  to  inftitftxte  an  enquiry  into  this  tranfecliofi^ 
But  as  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chanceibr  of  rite/Exelieb 
quer)  hadafked  bim  bow  ke.  wiflied  to  carry  this  meafureon*  i 
he  would  relate  the  manner  in  which  he  propoled  it.  The  firft 
motton  would  be  for.axopy  of  aU  the  warrants  and  auKboritiei 
under  which  Mr«  R.  0*Connor  had  .been  taken  lo  Ireland^ 
.  f!  *  and 
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and  hack  again  to  England,  and  agam  ficr  Ireland*'^  Thelecond 
would  be  a  fimilar  motion  with  regard  to  Mr.  A;  O66imor« 
The  third  would  be  for  a  copy  orexti^fi^  ^from-ail  che^drti* 
iBunications  of  Lord  Camdoi,  taken  upon  oath,  cMtninhi^ 
any  account  of  charges  againft  R.  and  A.  O'Connor  ifi>rHi|^ 
Treafon.  Such  as  were  unMe  to  oomiinjnteatn»  MiWiAeTs 
would  of  courfe  withhold.  But  it  vfns  no.anfwer  to  fay  that  if 
any  part  of  the  proceedings  •v^roriifegaly  they  woold  be  Kabte 
Jo  a  very  fevere  penalty i  i     -  "  '       ^ 

He  then  movtd^  That  there  ii&kid  before  the  Haak  a  cop^ 
of  the  warrant  iffocd  for  apprehending  Roger  O'Comior,  ^fq, 
and  for  taking  him  to  Ireland^  and  for  bringiitg  the  fatdRe^ger 
O'Connor,  Efq.  from  Ireland  to  England.  ■>   °'\ 

The  Attorney  Genetai  roCs  to  repIy.^^Of  alLtho^nbtiont,  li<} 
faid,  which,  on  a  fuhjed  like  the  prefent,  had  enn* fceeh  agttttfT 
ed,  the  motion  juft  now  made  by  the  honourabld'Oenfde^i^ 
was,  as  far  as  his  recolle£kion  could  carry  htm,  tho'tttoft  hoMIe* 
to  the  interefts  of  public  juftioefy.and  thelebftoorfflSent  Whli' 
the  jufttee  and  humanity  thiit  wvrejshie  td  tfaie  tWD'igitfmieniH?ii 
wiicife  cafe  it  purported  to  ftate,  that -had,  as  yet,  beCTifubmil^ 
ted  Xf>  thd  coniideraubn  of  that  Hoofe.  In  the  viev^  which  ht 
^as  abpqt  to  take  of  the  nature  and  tend^cy  oF  this' in^tfoh^ 
r  it  was  his  determination  to  proceed  on  general  grounds,  attd 
not  to  touch  on  the  particular  fitaation  of  the  two  gentlemen 
in  qoeftton.  Indeed- he  felt  it  his  doty  to  difcafi^  the^fubjefik  on 
general  principles  without  any  reference  to  either  of* the  indi^ 
vfduals  tQ.  whom  it  came  more  imitiediately  home ;  in  thb 
opening  of  his  raotion  the  hon.  Mover  flatcd,  that  it  rtfferrfB 
to  the  cafe  itA  Mr.  Roger  and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  Of  bne 
of  thefe  ^litlemcn  he  (the  Attorney  General)  confeflfed  that 
be  knety  nothing ;  with  certam  circumftances  relating  to^the 
other,  he  could  not  be  unacquainted  ;  for  in  his  official  capa- 
city he  knew  him  to  have  been  arrcfted  and  tried  on  a  charge 
of  High  T-rerfon.  This  charge  was  brought  before  a  jury,  and 
theTcfuli.of  their  decifion  was,  that  Mr.  ActhttrO'Connot 
was  not  guiky.  The  only  obfervatioh  that  nf>w  otcafrcd  to 
him  refpe£ting  that  gentleman,  and  \i^hich  tnaiVec^uaHy  occur 
to  every  candid  and  unprejudiced  man  was,  that  this  gentleman 
had  been  tried,  and  was  acquitted.  He  muftnow  beg:  Jeapie  to 
add  a  few  fads,  the  confideration  of  which  might' enable  the 
Houfe  to  determine  what  conclufion  they  (hoaid  come  to  on 
tlje  prefent  queflion.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Arthur 
0*Conck>r  has  been  tried  in  a  certain  county  in  Great-Btitaln 
{at  a  ccttatn  capital  ofience,  faid  to  be  cbmrhftted  In  that 
county. — At  the  conclufion  of  that  trial,  there  being  fuflBcient 

reafon 
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him,tb  4re(ancl,  \vhich  he  couUT  iiot  ^q^any^tilurffeJl^With 
Iba^,  capital, pfience  commltted^m"  Endapdl^^^^^joiwip 
the^^irior  fufpend'm^.  th^  J^beaf*cofMUaiC^^ 
The'  hoh.  'Genlleman^  However,  mi  not'pl&imik,  tnat'l& 
0p4^t^^?  of  Vpe^afl  forliilpending^tnc  ifabedsCpr^ui  Was^ot 
ap^ticabie  to  tnc;'care  of  JyirVCpf^ponnor  ;  if  foVwasitnoC  com- 
petent to  V^th  of  then^,^^  trythe  g[UcIlior^  '(l^at.was*^fiqw  (oIh 
niittcd  to'|l)€^F4oufc,  befQfi^.th^,  proper  tribunaJj.t^ic'X^aur^of 
Judicatures  and  fee  wJictlii'^'^^Y  Jiad  Ixc^njegallj^,  iaron^^^ 
.or  not— <^itlier  this  >^as  not.ijj^cflcfj,  pr  if  tuggei^c^.ft^'J^ 
not  how.it  was.adcd  upon.;  the'  gept)5iTie.n^  la^ijue^oW.De 
kuc^',^,werp  (ent  under  a  li:gaijtryft  tp  Jrcia|i'dl^^*^^^^^ 
wilh  to  y;eat  the  arguments  ^41(1991^11361  of  th>  J^^Jf-^'A^OYtfipl  \ 
the  j>(c{fnt  q4ie(iion  with^all^mbje  refoedLVgl^^^  " 

thaft^cyboth  proceeded  froiji  the  ^(1  pr|hc|pleSjand  w 
motives,  but  it  wa$  very-  hard  indeed  to  rc^bhcije'-mat'o^^ 
^'vX\  a  dijC  regard  to  the  interefts  of  public  jutUccJ  Aril^j^    . 
3fa(lice  that  &ould  be  paid,  tp  ihe.nohlc  Secrctaiy'  of  Stal^^, 
the  jutlicc.an^  humanity  which.  tl^e.a^uat'ijiuatm'W  . 

Arthur  O^C^n nor.  and  his.brQtficr.fo  fttonj^y.dt^nand^^ 
And  indeed,  what  does  tt^e  li9n..GentIeri)an  ^)for?  *I|^j3u  ,' 
for  warrants  tg  be  laid  befcy:c^  the  Houfe,  Wi?^^^i/4j^Q^  - 
tvhich  the  Ho^fp  ca^i^iot  eiK^uire,  in  Qr4er  that  CQ^^H^    ~ 
jnAituted  in  this  I^opfe  to  prove  ^hat  tjhe  conduq;  c»|[i 
Seccetary  of  St^ite  on  the.  prefept  bufinefs,  ^l^llf^'^i  *'' 

»  prtemfinire^  But  t^iis  vyas  iiQt  an  enquir  '"~    ''' 

Hou(e.pf.Coi9XPons»  ijt  wasa  qqefiion 


9  prgemMnire^  But  t^iis  vyas  iiQt  an  enquiry' to  |je 
Hou(e.pf.Coi9XPons»  tp  wasaqqe(liQnj|^j|^,^pmi 
to  itg  natural  tribMnal,  .tbc.QT^iiiary  CounsofjiM 
therjeljdi^.cidedi.had'  it  Pjrliauicflt^fy  pbjej^  Jjy  J?" 
this^  np  doubi»  would  tf  ks  proper  pJs^^'  1?**)^. 
tlemda  dop  not  fo  mcao  ix*^,.  He  incrqjj  intcni^v 
his  rnqtiofh  ibould  be  ^uxlIjaTy  and  in^odq^StM-j  |p  ^ 
difa|?ilitie5'pii,.th€  l?obte  Sccrerary  of  Stat^u  ^WcJ^cmTi 
dccjHed  and  pron0anccd  in  the  Courts  of  Lavy,.    Tn^ 
Geilc]cfpao  then  procee^d  to^expouDd  the  claufe  of  ^^ 
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Tcitcd  toby  Ae  Hon.  Mover,  whlcft  cJaiife  wi»  imeMwIto 
prevent  ?ny  injury  bcmj  done  to  iiKfividtialsi  by'fcrtdmg  th?;m^ 
to  foreign  imprifonrment.     There  was  an  evident  difference  be- ' 
twccn  being  jirfUy  charged  with  an  qtfence^and  being  really 
guilty  of  that  offence.    JVo.  aciufed' man  was  in  the  humane _. 
eye  of  the  law  innocent,  until  pronounced  guilty  by  a  jury ; 
but  in  a  legal  view*,  it  was  hot  riecefiary  ttiat  he  (hou  fd  be  con-  \" 
viilcd,  th<High  yoq  might  be  ^rrc^(y  juftifiablc  in  fending    * 
him  to  trial.     The  Ctuation  of  :>^rnagiuratc,  would  be  arduous/^ 
in  the  extreme,  if  not  content  wfth  requiring  from  him  a  f^ri-  ' 
OU9  caqfe  for  apprehending  a  man.  you  would  al(b  impofe  up-  '  . 
on  him  the  ntcefitty  of  trying  ana  cprtvifling  the  accufcd*  and  \ 
impute  bUni!^  to  him,  if  after  the  ftrorigeft  evidencq,  tfte  ac*   -' 
cufed  be  not  convigled.     Wheh  there  appearj  a  firbui  caufc 
for  ifluing  a  warrant,  that  is  fufficjcnt  to  malte^tt  legalj  anj  ^'^ 
fuch  11  the  general  ufage ;  in  that  view,  the  legalify  of  the  war-  '/ 
rants  upon  which  the  gentlemen'  in  quedion  were  taken  up*  /^ 
cannot  be  controverted,  and  they  muft  in  fuch  cafe  be  prc- 
iumcd  to  have  Been  legally  fcht  to  Ireland ;  but  even  were  it    , 
not  lb',  the  prefent  motiort  Would  be  unfair  toWardi  the  Sec^* 
tary  of  State,  and  the  ciilfe  of  general' iuftice,  and  Wai  unfay  biir* 
able  to  the' very  gentlemen  in  whofc  behalf  it  ii^  introd;ijced* 
For  though  we  do  not  now  know  the  naturfe  of  the  offence, 
but  only  that  the  oBence  appeared  (uch  as  to  juftify  the  iftuing 
the  warranty  then  thofe  who  fent  th<ifc  gentlemen  to  Irieland 
are  filly  juftified.     Nothing  is  more 'familiar  to  us  than  to 
fee  perfons  trfcd  in  one  coUnty  for  an  ofibhce  and  acquitted^ 
thou£h,  when  afterwards  tried  in  another,  they  have  been 
"convlacd:    *f  hiis  he  might  iiiftance  inf  the  cafe  of  the  mail 
man  who  rQ()b^d  t^e  fiath'and'  L6nd6n  Mail  coacTi ;  \i  waj(    , 
not  rt^tfy  dated  In  what  county  the  fobbcry  had  b^en  com- 
mitted, and'thcrcferci  jthc  ^ha|-gc  m  the  indiflment  might  ndt 
thcti  be  nude  but."*  The  fame'  rnjglit  equally  take  place  ifi 
^rafeiJ  of  Treafpn ;'  a  mah,  for  e Jcartj^e.  'may  he  charged  wit^ 
an  a^  of  Higfi' Treafen  committed  i^itfie^coJaty  c/York,  but 
whett  tried  tfieitj,  ttic  ev^idencc  ma|y  hcit^fcki!' fuffidehf  to  qon v j(ft 
birti,' though*  It  Ike  .afterwards,  pfoved'thathe  ha^  b^ett  euilty  of 
the  6Vfcr£  aft  ih  tlW  neighbouring  couor j-, '  •  TtwH  .if  thay  b^j    . 
with  rtlg^r J '  to' ' WoW  gentfein^h  Who  have  Wtl '  ftiit  ovef  to 
IrcIandT  ai  to  tlie  details  of' W'lives  of  i!tt  Irttp 

whu^H  ib6  hori.'CSc'ntternah  ttii'ugllf  prefer  rb'ente?, 'it  was  not 
his  intciiHdn  t6  fbtlbvi^'hirt^,  foV'TOriflV; 'ttfat  fidnoijYifete  (Sentlef^  • 
manwouM  thinll  fttangcly  6f  hifh^^  u  icdricef  nific-  perlbtif  liable 
and  T±cU  to  |)e  trted^  he  fliould  oS^f^J  'bbFetVaiion'i  tTiat 
wereliot^juft  ;*  of  the-  purity  of  the  htirri  ^cntreiiiin^s  riiotlves 
be  wAiAi  again  fay  that  he  was  convin^d ;  but  he  traded  that 
Vol.  11.  1798.  4O  he 
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k..Jh)PJl9(ilulil  not  gin^  bins.the.trouUe  if  odg^vkig  te«Mion. 
V  H^  wwldfacff*  recammfiQcl  Jtohim  to  imitatsthecaoQdflid  ofun 
7iI?pn..Mm»ber  (Mu  Ticqicy).  who,  previoos  t&  the  viiis  at 
i^^:)klAonev  bad  Jb  v«ry  properly  fiopped  aM  tWcrvation*  on 
j.nfvbiir  might  he  thcirifltfc;  nidi  the  hi>iu  Gemleaian  not  Cce 
. ,  |h?t  whoP.JblliCalU  forjthe  .w^vranti.  and  extrafis  fVodi  the  cor- 
!; ;h?(ipq>Qt)encovtQ.'which  .he  his. alluded  ia  his  motiooy  tofli^rfp 
.1  UMt  the  S^errtanyj^f «Sutc  tlliahlo  to  laptttkuwe  \  d^  he  not 
^^fpe^i^at^hpuld  thefepii^efs  be^fbiodiiced  before  cfielrial  ^t  is 
Slf^-tj^e  place,  ;h^^W9ttkljSei<p^bIiih'uig.ta  thfrHoufe^  aad  to  the 
7  \^(>»i9try«  the.  i»9ture  of  bhaixg^y  ajidtiBeLevidtince  thut  is  Id  lie 
iiJbiPyRht^i^^ywrdia.pcoQt'kjf.  dwiri.;  ^liddiU-beforeibcircafe 

itQ^d  g^.tP  an  fmpc^udkeslf  Jiiry  siiilceiand ?  Sudi' doiidu£, 
'^Jic  iWfiiJW  a|;»ii\  repegti^iVfafi  ii^uilom  tb  pubKc  jiifticcy  iqur:- 
ij6vi$ttQ  t)ie  n(^le  Seccelfry  of  Statev.aiiil  aift)  to  the  juftice  and 
•Ji^^nH.y  ..ttUt  va&.oiMiDg;to.  ^he  ^irifoners;  and' oik  ibcfc 

JK'ci3^fid^tbe  [itotion^amAwineet  with  hk  moft  decided  di&fpro- 

'^,.    Mr*  %^^^  ,>va»  mycfcadY4oc  applaod  the  libeval  * 'nsinatr 

^in .Which  tb^.  hQPvainlJIjsarned  GetiUenian  'feeihfcd  di(£fed  lo 

*lrc(al  pi^rfons  wnder  t^  dctliQi^ltc  i<;ii3C0iDftaiiccs,  in  WIihSi.  the 

.^^jiijeobien  wlio  wete  the  QbjriS!  of,  jtba.prefcnt  moMtH-  were 

: jiowipbcc^4    The  lcai:nfd  GchiloBaa  had,  ^ixf  ibrciblf  and 

*,Terjr^properJy.ftated.l)cwr  materially  it  inwht  injupe  fucb -per- 

7fQ)i>»^|)rerndturcly  todirckife  tbeevulence  that  might  be bcoii{))t 

(orward  on  ^heir,  trlajs.    But  though  he  was  ready  to  lefiBbate 

any.meWrc  that  hc.pc|:ccifcd  had  th^ijs  tendency;  jel^.rf  he 

^rightly  wiclerftoodthe  drift  of  the  pcefcnt  motion,,  he  tfit^  no 

^hefjtati/wi  in  giving*  it.hij  fupport  ♦  it  was  mefely  hit  dljoQ  to 

>nqi)irc  t>ow  far  the  condu6k  of. the  Secretary  of  State  was^oiw 

iiftcht  with  the  law^gf  England,-  ,iatb».poiut  obly  he' was 

^alger  to  confine  (be.  qufiftion ;  and  when  ktpdC  indiis  ftatrov 

grQundi  tl.ere  would  be  no  danger  ofdigreffing  into diiS^uduM^ 

pf  an  iiTipr()per.  nature.    He  was  particnlarly  vEkiroBi  rf fil^iig 

Jhow  far:,  the  Secretary  of  State's  condvii^  .accorded' wMlF' the 

f^imfi  of  ^e  i6th  claufe  of  the  bill  already  allufled  to^  4f  the 

p(fea(c\.{|nd  tiiat  of  a  capital  nature,  wascominitied  inlMmidt 

itben  nopue  could  contend  the  propriety  of  iiaaditig  thMtiM^ 

l;bqr»     But  he  wifhed  lo  fee  whether  it  teas  clearly /inafa  opt 

tna^tjuchoffenco  had  hecn  cotnottlted,  and  tbati  the^Clfiirge 

2)ad  tbieen  fudantiated  upon  oath  prevjpo^  to  .the  ifiMwthc 

warrai^^;:iffuch  wen^.tbec&fe».hc  forones^trobldinctt'tftpiij:^ 

Jthekg^vlity  of  the  ticfcle  Secretory 'scoiKlufty.jliot  of 'iWeic 

had  ifiuch  rwfop  tovjjoiifct  j  if,,  bowever^  itwA  proifed^dM* 

legal  charge  was  pre(c£rediupon,oath^iliheciii  iEngbo^^iie^ 

land^  theu  he  Lad  no^morc  to  %»  aor  vould*.he  teiiet»  Jm 

hoQOar- 


fianourable  Frieod  wcnild  then  perfiftin^hrhftcotlon/ -Bdtifbw 
did.ihe  cafe  rtow  ftand  ?  How  roaM  Mr;  Ar^Of  0*^<iAhor 
or; his  brother  take  any  lega!  (fepy  il6  pfbdurt  rednefs?»   He 
iTiade  a  A\ttSt  applicatidn'  to  ins  Grace  rb^  Doke'csf  IWtlbfad, 
to  know  upbn  what  gronndk  he  wa^lagaih'  :ifVe(Ud;  btitf'thb 
only  ^anfwcr  Be  rtctWoi  wat  a  feroriiptory  order  'tothc'ftt^fv 
fenger  to  carry,  hiip  off  toIrtlaTulvwHerBhiu Grace  wW|(kafetl 
to  fay,  that  Mr.  O'Coiiabr  ftaiidi  dh»ged  for  High  Trlftton. 
Xhe  fatisfaaion  whith  he  afl(.od  iiiighcrarely'bftgHileh>WUtout 
any  deaimenc  tbpdUrc  juftWe^'^ncotlhecaufe  (^ 'the ^rule- 
man  whofe  faffifnogahe  could  not  but  lament;  itonly-MNmr 
to  afc^ttain  whether  there  riraft  (trfortnaiidfi  gi¥«AHi))on  dtfth 
againfl them.     A dire£t  anfweV fo^tfati qvefKon  wmM  ftbphia 
mouth,  and  not  bar  them  from  hringirtg  fSjwi/  SbdkmJ  hH^^er 
agajuft  the  Secretary  of  Sraie.   'B>rh  ftoints  might  bkf  ivfadeiD 
accord  and  proceed  tcry  well*;  the  Hoofe  rf  Commoni  might 
now  evin<re  their  anxiety  for  theJihcJty  ef  the  iubj^j^ya^nti  i^f 
future  aftion  againft  tiie  Duke  of  Portland  may  ftill  goroit*i*- 
He  wiflicd'tdknow  if  this  wasunrcafcwiWe ;  if,  4fter  tfietrlal  at 
Maidjftone,  Mr.  O'Connor Mias  net  atiemi^d  to  conAjlt>With<his 
counfeUis  it  (>rdbahk  that  he  ftuli  no#  be  able  to  ttdnibiiC'his 
inftrui^tOps.  from  Ireland  ;  and,  if  char>ce  (liouKl  f^ce  i^iih 
liudcr  the  guard  of  tfie  fame  fQntiipiel;'ir  ifvery  likely  that  he 
is  to  efcape  hia  aitaa  another  trme?  At  all  fimeSt  we  ought  to 
{hew  qur  jealoufv  in  attending  to  the  cohduft  of  Yhe  Secretary 
of  State.   .Hit  fituatiori  differed'  Widely  froiYi  that  of  a-  ma- 
giftfate.    He  was  fubjcft  to  the  Crowrt/  and  mighf  naturally 
he  (ufp-Acd  of  ohfequious  fubmiffiidn'to  the  wUJ  &fid  pleasure 
of  iJieCrown      The  Houfc  (boitid  affo  attend  lottli^fdiflfercttt 
fituation  in  which  Mr.  OConnornow  ftood;  Ke  WJ«  not  nd«r 
to  lie  tried  by  an  Etiglifh  but  an  Irifti  Jury,  pefhaps  nOi  by<i 
Jur^  at  all,  but  by  martial  law,  which  prdnounced  iK>tonly 
on  raft,  butfrofti  mere  firfpicton.  But  on  thIsfuhjefthe'wouW 
not  now  provokie  difcnfSon ;  aH  h<^  would  advert  to  was,  the 
relative  fjtuamun  lof  the  two  countries  as  to  the  tiratmeni  of 
pr.toners;    By  an  :k&  pafibd  in  Ireland^  n  man  fnliy  be  appreb- 
hciHtttd' without  any  charge;  but  only  at  the  pteafore  of  the 
Secfft^iry!  of  State,  and  cofi^Qcd  without  any  reafon  during  aR 
the  time  the  wdr  may  laO^he  by  no  mreans  fufpe£t^Wt  to  be 
tiae  ifticntbn  of  the  prcfcttt  Minifters;  but  the  time  mfghl 
cottie  Wli^^  by  a  juggle  between  the  two  Govern mentSy  no 
{nan's  life  (hould  he  fafe«     Should  Minifters  have  any  troublct- 
fome  man  t(d' thwart  them  here,  their  Iriih  colleagues  wouli 
have  only  to  fay,  tranfp^rt  him  over  ta  us,  and  you  flull 
never  ^gaia  be  troubled  with  him  ;  if  no  change  of  treafoii  oi: 
JbfpWkm  flf  tcj^afon^  ^las  been  fudantiate^  againft  the  O^Con* 
^O  %  nors 


^^tii  thetfih^ation;QCA  few  !Jrbf^npWLWard1S^   '  Be  wo^VMr 
^iva^not;  iilBcidpgtr^^jt^^<  vttfdjcm      of  thjc  noble  I>iilbe%  diM 


^)^icfa><h|i&Miucft  mt^^fy^fjiipf  i  ^it  if  it  wasTdfvil^ 
^"fo^ll^amiiiicrQafH^r:,^  jjjjy/r^gp  rccJtfetTm  Ac  warn 


->  «i«  i:*f ^thta  be  fl994v.pl^^  t^iT/npwK'  the  'Duke  of 

' '"tiiigb^^itherbetrie^  ioEogMl^d  or.  in^^tahd;  aitai  iFla6  wis 
^-^<!)6M£k*m<tbaftiopiiij«;>Dt^bcir  u4^  wiy;  ^^  werefait 

•■  ibl#dand:i;/i  -   ••  *  :." '  '"'  ",''' 

'^^-ii  ir*itfSiiidtorfGmar^f^d^,^h^t  H  feemed  t6l>e  odoiittcd  Aat 
J  '^c'fi^clpefiiiy  of  $tmf;9Vi4  IfS*'*!'  *^^  *^  warrant  under 
'   Wl^h*  the  gjentkmfni.I^lif^^  was  brought  bdbre  the 

'^'-'Hdi^  taad'^teen  appfc^qg^d^  provided  hc/Had  infermition 
'   ^ft]^^*  clwi^iog  &Wnu,with  H»£^ 

;  4eerdltrf  of  State  bad  4)m,^9fo|fi])ai;i9ri  or  not,  w^'  not  ibr  bis 
'   llteofirableand  loirDiBdFnena,;  wlio  dad  beeh'^M  ofM  to 
'**'bp*^  tfer  fcSinfelf  tO'|>iQiiQunQej,..eyen  fp^pj^Ogf  tticT  Iboew. 
'''^mtMrSti:9eiarvt}f  Stat$. had ^ope. wrong,  he  watT^nrMble 
.-    #Dr  hi^^duQ.  '  Wbfiber  th«;jr  were  fent  tolrdaind  idcon- 
*     (h(jatKi(3e  of  iofeon^tipn  r  911  oath,  or  not^^  tbey/  cj^tMit^  «id(I 
•  te  ^diati^ed'isi  l})at county  w^b  <bnie  crimmai  accu&dbo  when 
tbiey  wfcrb'^dfliaiiMMk:  r>V<th  refpedl  to  Mr:Rdgc^ 
he'did  ^<lo^no««<i  hut.  b^'  knew  that  Mr.  Annpr  O'CoMor, 
«l4ibtl'4Freftod'itim9edi^<4y  ^^^r  I)!^  actjuit^  atMaidAone, 
wai0'ltidi>Vtbe  Judge  w^.prefided  at.the  tridl,  diat  he  anghc 
'  ^ipfiff^  his  HatioSi  Corf^f  if  be  thpugiii  the'proceedti^*  Ule^ 
^L   it'did  not  appear,  bpwever,  that  there  wail  siny'tfiQSition 
tb^appty  ibr  tbil  fpdriQfs.  -  On  the  whole,  he^  tfiou'ght'tlMt  no 
Cftfe  'had  beetrniiide  out  fof  the  Houfe  4q  ad  ji^n  i  on  the 
dMAttiifi  ill fWM  ^Icgry .  tba^,  bj  aqc«diiig  tp  the^i^ldti'^hcy 
^muldydo^a»  inya^iq^c^v^fiy.lo  th?.  inclividu;^?,  9^  to j^blx 

'  .  Mtv^iiKhuiHiiaidf  tbarln  vrhatlie  hs^'td  Ut^ic;  ori  tlie  pee* 

^'  ibfltiotcaiiaoni  he  Mt^  t^c  .fame  difpoiitibh'  9S  ins  'honbtirabie 

'  )£irite^sril01IMde.lhc^^>tk)^ 

'  ' :  ttelitimiCRi uof ; Irel9^  r^t  the  prefent  pft'oi^ehr;    lifr^s ob- 

'  jeded  to  the  notion  <Mv.^  ^^^^  ^^  it  would  be  toBriiii  on  a 

Artf«BUmv«Urei^9^  oj^t^^     the  meVit^C  arteft  m  Mr. 

Itoger  and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connori  hodi  to  up^dlfaMmbge  of 

tbcfe 


iO»n!^cd,i%,,\ang  jy^iH'iJmfeh^/it  Was- obopledi   .Tdc 

.  JfSyfK^GtmtlorT^^    cdhtendeJ,  AiitflF aggrieved,  iMrjOPGfip* 

^^i^ioa  aguoft.  the  Dujce  'o*rpri!frf^?rfl    1«  difcoffing^'6idh:»ti 


6^^^ 
deifence  • 

tjjilnlydl ,„^  .  ^     _,  ^_^..^.„ 

the  farae  juftification  Would  (i^  required  frocn  which T^in^ch . 
evil  wM  af  pBctusoded.  The  tiqe  of  thcfc  gcntlemoo$  Ifi^J.  in 
Irclandt  if  they  were  to'  be  Bcx^iVk^  trial  at  sA,r  vfiras  now 
completely  indefinite,  fo  there  <xyiM  ht  no  mdana-pf.ofetaHyng; 
Tcdrcft  if  the  arguments  of  the  ^eamrf  Gcntlewan.-  h^  any 
'W^ht,  and  if  (lie  dlfcuSion.Was^fkJftponod  fro(tv3ifed(tpf  tho 
ipaohicfii.Qf  djfclofure.  AirWe*  rcafonmg,  thei^for^^  about 
-     ft»|ipo%d  Jjacopy^nlences'  wa^  toftjjfctely  fnv61o«Sg.#»  if  yell 

.   .|JK:,,l|Wi^<^.O^^^^n?^'^  ^^^  pojrtred  out.    As  to  the  ppi(kt  }thtt 
if  ^wa^tp'tic  P/<pru\ned/lhata  Nfegifffife  nfled  ilk29]Dy^:;i  l^ery 

-  .    ftsfn:^  diftirii^iph  cxifted  between  the  tafe  tf  ^  ^ftij5i  iw^ting 

HI  .the^qrjJinpry  difcharge  of  his  duty,  ind  a  Sectrtaryrfpf  Sjatc, 
e;i(prcii|t^.th&  functions  of  a  Magifl fate  for  pa(rti6tt^r>vrpp^es• 
7iiQf|^gree,of  jealoufy  with  which  they  ikduU  ha  WOCfrhed 
i|fs^  thetcfor^^  very  different.  AVfiat  theit  waWthtrUwf  14^:  this 
.^((5?  He^dTifl  not  pretend  to  fpe:ik  learnedly  on  ihe^iifi^d^ 
Hi^hacl  pD>;e  aifpired  to  the  prbfeffion,  biit  he  ha4  notjiaidiyerfe- 
Teo^cc  xiot  J.elirti  for  it  fufficient  to^arry  him  on,  tiUdjiho^foxc 

-  r^  :  pretended  to  no  more  than  ^vury  Moittber  of  ParliBinen!;  ^uld 
/  ♦  4fn<>^i^f  ff^f  Conflitution  of  th^  a>unti'y/  In  owkrite'tuyiorife 
V  j:  ^l^^i^^^ifp}  ^\^^^  toifllie  .1/vaVf^ntferthcarrcft.of  •nyper- 

.  :/P'*'.%;.^')?V  Tr<afpni  lie  conc^iVedf fh'eiv  th«t hfcoviglAttp^li^vc  a 
chaigeVn  onth  of  fome'aft  dfCTr^rdiV*  ora,chacgO(iijvixJw>Qiatfi  of 
Ijjf^^hk^^  ft^tiiig  fo/ne  ftrong  circumftancesoSMp^ion. 
The  Vhwe  gueftipn  VMh  mcr?^iy;ttas  s^-^ilOoftiwi^Ciiia,  wlie- 
tfm  iW  o?.crctarv  of  5fatel  hiH.ffcJch'^cJ  groimik.for:hid  war- 
■      f^nt/  It  was'fJiid^thati'tWa^fdlye'p'iN^ 

qf  Stap^  bail  iuch  grou nis.  ' * P6r  hti  f)br t lie ' ditmgfH  ttJte  pre- 

furnp^oo'was  th'e  other  way,  .ihd  the 'whole  ofJllic  <fxfc.«f  Mr. 

i    '•  lUfflprand  Mr.  Arthur  0*Cohitor,*j^;*w  Acfr  ccmtrauliacd 


•xir  WOODFAxi'S  parliamen-tary  ViportSj . 

hk  1  pr«Wpeian..^*m^CW^s^^         cafe  Qf  I 

W^'aOi^uiitciliji^i  *%Whbic;    'lie"  then' ^ihtt^to  Enj 

vfjpt^  la ttao  Ddfce iif  PbrtJtf j«d V)W  hrs  arri vd;  an^'ilifeSr- 

fy/^i l^.rccciKWiSs  *a  *ar*ftt' fd^fiffs  kTreR;''  W  Was  talgatbp 

maiin/sj:  jnf  was  fcnt  4ifFi(>?ir^Iah'drVittfly!)W'tltii^ 
froqpa  prefumption  of  fiiirqcfe/tllfc  |>!^^(i8iflr/o3Jjp^cry  ap- 
pcjjt^poof  beirtg  iUcgaJ.     This;.W>^^vfr,^*i«r9i^iA<5^  in  a 

Ic\ter*wa[itten  with  his  owti  hand,  Illh  ftogcf  O'Cdititor  flates 
.  tt)it  J^Vj  $^^tary  Cooke  tbW  hih*  ih^t^e  wa's  ntf  <Mt^  iig?inft 
him,  and  at  this  very  momeiit  a  nevir  watraht^t^fWes  irbiti  tho 
Secrvtj^y  o^(^te  Uttp  to  hriug  !iim  back^io  England  ;  <5h  his 
reti^^^ajQtjiis  country  Ue,agam  applied  torh^^Seb^etary  of  Scale 
to%c  aUowcd  to  fee  bts  Codnfcly-and  refufed.     Afterwatrfi'  he 
wasajvifed  by  Mc,  Edkin^.  of  whom  it  was  Impof&ble  to 
(pe.a'k^wjtKout  refpc^  and  regatd,  to  make  affidavit  <^  his  cafe; 
but  hS^  Solicitor  was  denied luitnittanre  to  fee  hiflv.  ^'^Tlras  Sfr. 
Roger  O^Cpnnor  was  deprived  'of  the  nveaiSs  bf  "d^p^^hgiof 
refers  had^hc  l)een  difpofed  to  avail  hi^fclfl  tif'tlttt'-tadSef 
whli^h  itic  learne<i  Gentleman  badfaid  was  m  hiJ5ip<>w^/Ctt'i* 
tainTxIn^  fupporiiiig^  the  motioo  he  did  hot  wifli  td^<^aU'fef-Sft 
the  Tii^oripatipn  which  hat!  bq^ii  ftated  it  wouU  Wfo  impibpep' 
tb  clfyUige,    yi\e  information  required  hadTdrf.^rOfieHf  feeii' 
riafroye^  %  bis  hon.  Frieiwi.     Oa  the  preienc  cfccif&m  bt 
codld"  not  he(p  obferving,  *tliat  the  fufpcnfion  df  ihtthSen 
Corpus  a6i  |ave  no  new  power  relai,iw  to  the  ardoiftof 'faifM&* 
ed  i>erfohSj  .  It  did  not  change  the  naiore  of  die^itiformar^ 
on  whicti  a  warn:nt  was  to  be^groundfcd-  .  It  ,Ottly  -^flbkiJ  G^ 
vertiment  tb  deprive  the  pcrfaiiirfo. taken  upirfditi'r  xtialilsf^' 
certain  time.    It  was  now,  howeyiix^  the  prsitSlaftlo  appt^lK*<td - 
men  on  mere  fufpicion,  rumour,  oj  funnife,  ahd .  tojU^lkf  -. 
them  on  ibis  ground..    iFor  fucji  prococditigs  ftrlttM%(i  ^udglt  • - 
apply  for  an^mdcmnity,  bu.t ^certainly  if  they  pctdifwrred  ri^<rttf'  ' 
praftice.  It  Nfroul^l  be  the'Ju^y  of  the  Houffl^  lo  rc£(l /oibb'ttr- ' 
appRcatlrin/  "the  fpiVit  of  frecHnftitutionfi  |i^i|^t:fiit.afefai^'« 
and'defhrdy^fby  ihofe'By  wh9ri}  ihey  wa^cefn^inifieteiirani 
he  ^a^^afriid  (hat  while  \hp  Jctiex.  was  c^isopHcd  ttithi*  Ac 
fpirh  migbt'lie^reQcr^^eii^^^^^  By  ihrp^iog . together ; 

a  great  fiumj&er  pf  p^rtohs  In  the  /ame  chargfSfjthe.fKOiattii' 
raigfit  be'fc'narfowip^'.  a^.jo.^^^    io;4hq.C.fo.W0^thtf  abt>Ii«cr  - 
noinlriatfdft  oYtVc  j[ii^g^'iii4  ^^  /V.^'Uftt  ^  liftoti^itii^flias*"-  * 


into  their  (C&ars^tter  u'j^iQ^.the  ^(<^y  4>f.  tlu^e  .aeatifi|d'^ftttl 
irf^r retjuire.  He  flu)ul.d|  i?pt :  n^^y  «»t«r  jiM ^^r  4<kAtSf, 
^fpcciafly  thof&.Goni\^4^'4f^itJ^^hft*fefc«tiit|»i^  i^lft^ 

tSRt T<fconHlVer  9i>,4liflj^efe^  wherher-tlM^ 

Secrciiry  pf  ,Sui^  ,l}a4  pr^cp^pri.i^n  .iiiformati^o  ^6it  t)ih 
oath' of  ^^  crf^iUcjBS^ii^i  ^^rh^^.pjrobabie.grwmds.of  fii(J)i*J 
cion  qq  \^  Q^  tti^'iffuj|ig*fhi->^irraiit' 

againii  W[f,/'^c(aei  a^^^  QlCofmoi*  ^  :Thc  tenqmtyjMcH 

ing  To  n^riowepp  ^  fiaw  op  r pbffible  iaco}iiPeikiti{c^  ^With 
which  xhp  ;nio;ign  xoijld,  bi^  attended.  ^ .  > .    .  •  {      . ''      ' ,  >     : 
,  The  Secrf/ary  Jit.  fTar  feW>  tljat  ile  had  yeiy *fc\y;obftrva-« 
tions  to  fnakf  on  the  pfcfent  queftign,  and  iniVirhat  hcrhad  td 
fay»  beii^  totally  ii|iacquainted  with  the  fa^s>n  iht  cafe^  he' 
came  to  the  dtfcuilion  better  qu^ifiedto  ebnfider  !t^  as  he  . 
concelv^ii  it,04g|it  .\o  bc^confidrnd  •on  general  prindples. 
V/iih  ieTpffl  t^,,^b«  lair  on,thc<afe,  he  didncift'p|«tertd  to. 
kDp,w  yc;r.y  acCur^t^ly  hov^  it  flood.     Thus  was  he,  ih.hU 
owii  ipind'rioft   free  ..froin;  all  thofc   feeli^s' 'w|lich '  thcT 
knowV?dge.o&(ilf$hicifCumftaiices*  might  excite,  and  wholtr' 
pr^ar^.to,ei)tCTupoo  tho  difcuiiibn^  of  the  general  tfferuV  . 
of^\tJtie  hon#  .GtmlMnao^s  mdtiotu    The  hjcJiu^Gcntfemau, 
(MrJjSbcrWfiO(bad.iiarrowt3dtliequeftion,  and  t.h$t  vjtry  pror 
per\y>.ta  two- points  of  cnq^iiry.  He  had  aflced,  fii:ft^  "  W'as* 
in^fJEnation  laU  before  the  Duke  of  Portland  upon  oathr", 
To  t)>^  ,he  0Atj  Windhana)  would  anfwer, '  ***  t  do  not 
knpw»*',  ,  And  on  the  other  point,.  *^  Stippofing  inforn^atiou 
to  }vav^  b^en  ffi>  laid^  was  the  proceeding  held  upon  it  9  legaV 
pr9C«sdingf"  he  prciiefled  to  be  eq,uilly  ignorant.    Hepce. 
he,ii^QUld-i)c  undbrflood  to  take  the  queflion.  up  mene^  oa 
ge^^ri^^g^outids.  .  It  had  been  conten^Ied  that  there  H^.^: 
grqfiswi.oF:  pnefiimpx^on  to^jtiftify  the  enquiry.     T*bU  ^at; 
th^^ft  ibnnedtatei  toplt  iix'hh  contemplation. .  J^ni^  m^io-. 
the  .mcxie  of  enquiry,  he  did  fee  that  it  was  utt^riy  upfit.fo^, 
any  gtave^afl<tnfbl;)r  to  purlbe.  ^   The  quc/lu)n|Was  fpnexM  im 
its  icKni^  and  at  teatl  wduld  lead  to  general  enq^i^y.;\tnerie^» 
foreif  theHoofe''Woold  agr^toWemotion  it  miijft.gp.iiitQ; 
a  gQQiriesl  en(|uify  (  burj  b^fpre  he  (hould  conijbnt  tQJthj^^f 
iTiuR:  be  convincedran  enquiry  was  neceffa^     H»s  hop,  aod^' 
leanted  Friend  had,  in  the'  fitfl  phee,  SnAftedx>n  tKe,CjirfiULm^| 
ilahfie*^f  the  parties  not  «baving  iiiftituted  any  enquiry  ^  a^d^ 


mmjmx^tkwciamffkKt  nwtft  fiiiAmi, 


4»  wr  iMitf  id^  IM  p«nie9  tlm  lie  of  ftrtiot  4t>  tfeein  ) 
tBitofofomtfy  IM  <hottgllt,  ba4  not  been  met  wttbDilnMi) 
«•*  te  Ml*  Miicttr  1A  tke  opinioii  of  hfarhon.  Friend.    A 
MfattoKM  keMtHflied  be^ff«ett  flBa^lhrttes-^XiUtfces  of 
ili»|kff«e,:fcrtoffeiioe,  ntkl^tlie^ecfetmry  of  State.    He  wis 
flot  ctrniir  tluN  te  «n  liiibiices  Secretarfes  of  ^stt  were 
f^i  tkeie  night  #timtlteis  ocMr  whed'h  woMMbe'ttoie 
4MMKMSW  gfttut  tn  MillniiteA  pow^  «d  them  than  to 
Juftutt*  of  Afe  Pei^.    Ikif  m  ittemondblk  reoiirk  haul  then 
«ieDMped[  to  hlm-**^h*t  onlf  a  felon  c6uM  efcApe  Irbsi  tfce 
angMnmi  ia  cafe  <if  d^fierenc^  6T  powers,  whereas  a  ttitftor 
might  alhap*  the  Secretary  of  Sta«e,  and  having  eluded  the 
feaieh  of  the, Executive  Gt^vernmenry  he  rriisht  racceed  to  a 
eanain  aginttlh  foc^  dkngeroiis  p)6t  fbr  the  overthrow  of 
the  Oovernment.    So  that  if  on  one  Hand,  !t  was  neccffltfjr 
fer  the  fidl  and  ifnremiTting'dtfcharge  of  his  munkipat  luuc- 
tions»  thai  (the  Joftice  of  the  Peace  fltouM  be  poASsd  <^ 
piywe«^(  l«  the  other,  h  emialfjr  appeared  there  was  a  oetd*- 
fitf  that  tiffc  Secretary  ^f  state  (hould,  along  with  «  tftcn 
dMPda^  «f  power,  enjoy  a  certain  portion  of  coofiwKc. 
¥nth»f0^dtef»«9'hat1fiMl  beeh  bbtdfvedby  hii(>oii.  FViMp 
tlf  the  pfofent  qeeftioh  teq^iifitig  that  tl^e  Hbufie  ftoold  jdf^o 
tt^^KWrtHa^dt^  of  the  cafe,  he^  woutd  not  hy  ihiflifle* 
oeArtiy  went  (b  Air,  but  trndonbtedly'  the  ma(nbffr  fti  iifltck 
it  had  iNNen  tteated  1^  the  hon.  Gcntlenran  opi^t^,;iraM 
lead  t<ia  f«ry  gerteral  ftatemen^,  and  a$  for  as'theV  tilbf  ttb- 
ceeded,  they  had  attempn^-to  do  fo  in  eifed.     Ofitt  tMal 
bad  been!  flifdof  th^  ihnocence  tjf  Mr.  R.  O'Coh^Gr,  V 
fliouM  only  reniarky  that  it  was  prvffiMefor  a  inah  Ip  bflc* 
<yaitted  thrice  without  being   thrice  Innocent.   'T 
quency  of  trtal  was  oecaftoned  by  the  H^rrence  of' 
tioRs,  and  if  that  gcntkman  was  as,  often  akttiuitttt i 
fttoha  facceffion  of  aecuTatimi  was  at  1ea<V  iC  nd# 
acknowledging  his  innocence.    Gentletnen  had  ofei 
snueh  of  delicacy,  btit  dM  they  forget  ihat  xfp0d')E^i 
in  diflhiiSon  that  evening  they  hadlhewn  ^^^it)^^^  < 
IN  at^f     It  was  bfou^t  fonvaidln  fhe  cAlw^ijtjL*] 
trkdi  and  titch  had  ofteti  been  the  cfr^ge^t^l 
brot^  agaltift  Ms  fide  offhe Houfe.    Bbtlf  If > 
jad  4if  ootifetfnenee  that  the  innocent"  tMU  riid ' 
w«ii><f^H)r  ioifk^tant  tinrt  the  gbllty  ifcMitt'o& 
nimidiad.  Wffh  ihfs  hemark  he  (faould  haW  bMiV 
aaiirdo«M«»  teHhsrt  itfaadbticuntd'f^ttdi  t»^ 

fart 


ibtR^wHit  0n^I?u-.  The  }ioa.  M^Mi^n^a  M  ^tWrdOkLhar- 
apprehenripn^tf^^t  'tho.'  laws,  ^d  }^fGp,  ff|Cf||t]j|f,iinifie.40d' 
ievere, for  offenders;  that  dcal^r^ ic^jtr/ffirw) ,tui4 ItaM &lt»|Hk< 

pkx.,   But.  he  coula  ^iri4]:e,tba^  hgn*.  QentloMir  )ibtl  tiM 
laws  pf  ueafpn  w,ere  ^  ^^tl^W^^lV'i^fr  ft^««*fi  mff qppft- 1 
tion  to  thc^dang^  that  cxutj^,^  thap  they  had  boen*  iH'tbe'. 
period  of  Va^h.fyn ^i^fCim^}ff  ^  Tltf^c  did  not  tb|«0|  ga^«pir»! 
cxlA  iii>v^'ty  pW'^^^^y^V^Vy;  9^H<^.'  ^y»  aVDoft  iH/MCffjr^ 
family,  ijk^eh/uwnes  9Jf  *  fqfjjtj<4g^  ^ij^.jhe  prPpit8MM:jp£  : 
tre^foq.  Tjiere.cqight  l?e  daDgef..o^  the  inngo^m  SvSmt^  \ 
M  but  ^concliided  xVlr.  Wiodh^^a)  h^  W>ft  bq^S|  poonifaittr  : 
who  can  pot  go  far  to  Qver;l^rQi^  (^vfi4»inont;||tfeKe  d•^>  • 
vcrhment  can  overthrow  him/'     .     ^  .     f,i-f  ',1   » 

Mr,  SAfnVaii  explained.  *  ..  ....  ».  •     .  I 

Mr.  Jekyl  roO?  to  reply  to  the  Secretary  m  Wtr,  *ht  faidU   • 
after  ttie  euIogiMm  t)ic  right  hon.  (j^otUipjici  hfd^fo  jiift^   * 
pafled  on  the  d|rpa|Iiopate  llyle  io  which  the  del^afie  )mA  bteii   k     ' 
condu£le4i  he  cdnfefled  he  was  apt  a  Jit^k  d|fappQinHyl  ihat 
the .ri^ht  hon«,  S^cr^tacy  .(hou}d  hav«  urged  fom^  poiats  with  - ''  ! 

^  CohlideraMe  ^gr^e.ot  waripth  and  ipfemperaii^e^  H9  WAf  .  .1 

eq&ally  furorij^^dtoo.  thai;  as  the  fight  hon*.  Secret  vy  Jm4    '  I 

cxpreiibd  in  nis. exordium,  ii.tptal iij^f^pce  ^J^df  the  t^%M  • 
and  .theia'^,  that  J[ie  itu)uld  b?ve  ^|  all  prpceeddd  <t<^:di&:i>lii  v 
the  ^ueuipp  before  the  Houfe,  uol^fs.it  yft^  to  maiuAsft  that 
eve/1  I^t^at  Hate  of  ignorance,  a  inind  lb  lufnin^if  und  rp^ 
fine<!L*  could  (III)  coal  rive  to  .deliver  ^  y^  iageniQili  aq4  «la<f 
boi^B '  Ijpeech'  on  tne  iuhje^i^  £\^t  \i%  was  ftill  iqoro  -coiit 
cern^^lfo  obrerve,.  that  the  right  ho??. Secretary  h^  f^eiMd 
to  lament  as  hq  h'ad'tQp  frequently  donf  op  formei  4)(caiioQS# 


thaf  jine  law  M,tiea|c>|CiS|  £q  yvllely  ^iid  rationally, fyft^oiatize^ 
by  otif  inc^lti^^^^  (jl^qd  in  peed.of 'tttepfiQn  M.tlu^.pfcfaiH, 


'f^j^^^Mt^  yentlenian  ;|s  >vell  a^  his  Majedy'^  goU^ 
citoP'^|^era|^M^  fe^ipe/l  to  ^ttack  i^^  eyLpreffioa^  4)f  hic^ 
""^  *  '""     j])oj^d-jt>rought  forward  the  mitiM>»  wl»ercio 

v--.'    >i35t^j^^^^."^^^  ^i  ^^^  Ift^^of  trcafan,.tq*ftind  ip^ 

tlic ^tfara^&pf^a^ -fpTppi^ea  pra^piijt^f .    TJ^if  Mr,  JefcyU 
conteridj^llms^  by  the  very  4eiiQr  aodipAfit^of 

thofe^UwSi  whic^h  guided  the  individual  .agfiMi(i^eXrriiWir» 
in  iqaLinj^ tXjeVf aoj( o£  every  overt. a^.^.^Mn"/^  cpfifi^  . 
neceflarify  in  ^'proiiiidion  of  two  witufiifcfi^  by  ^Ipwiqft  ^.. 
Voi.  Ihf79?r  4P  copy 


A^  Wp^DFALUS  PARLIAMENTA       ftSSMiCTS.       fCaibiati^ 

copy  of  the  jurors  pannel  to  the  party  prbfeCiitM  fyy  the 
^le.  He  urged  firongly,  that  a  cde  ^ad  been  made  oiit l>yi 
tbe  hoa»  Mover  of  the  queflion  fufSdent  tp  call  for  an  en- 
.qtiiryj  and  that  though;  as  io  the  fituation  "of  an  ordinary 
mfigifttaiey  the  Secretaiy  o£  Stat.e  vf^s'prltitet  facie  preiiuned 
to  hj^ve  aSed  legally,  yet.fuch  a  ca(b  on  af&daylt  to  Vt>t  Ctnirt 
of  King's  Bench,  would  have  been  a  ground  to  move  for  an 
Uiforoiationy  and  that,  parl^apentanly  fpesClctng,  fuclra&r- 
tioDS  from  an  Hon.  Memb^grounded  on  hiiv^lbfefled^belief 
of  the  £ad,  was  adequate  'tbi  tHe  ejFeiSs  of  the  afBdayi)^  Bra> 
duc^able  on  an  appltcationy.jTuch  as.6ie%^<!(^atitided  ft>  ina 
Court  <)f  Juftice.-— The  qucftibn  Va?,  (J}3  fticlh  a  paperveri- 
jBed  on  oath  tofupportthe  warrant  e^ift  or  not  ?  nc  cooldnot 
agree  that  it  was  the  duty  of  his  Majefty*s  Solicitor-Gencrali 
to  be  filent  if  fuch  a  paper  ^xUled.  On  the  coatrmryy  he 
owed  it  to  the  Houfc  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  atoir 
it  if  it  exilted,  inafinuch  as  according  to  hts  judgflient,  a 
cafe  haiid  been  made  out  {Calling  for  that  explanation  and  de- 
fence. The  right  faon.  Secretary  had  talked  of  delicacy' and 
confidence,  he  knew  of  no  confidence  (b  high,  as  the  con- 
fidence the  people  ought  to  have  in  their  Reprefentatlres, 
they  would  watch  over  every  extraordinary  and  uncon* 
fiitutional  attack  upon  their  perfof^al  liberties.  )t  had  been 
£iid  too,  that  Parliament  was  not  the  place  for  fuch  an  in* 
veftigation,  he  would  appeal  to  the  chair»  whether  it  was  not 
a  material  part  of  the  ii;kqutritional  powers  of  Parliameht  to 
'watcb  over  abufea  of  this  nature,  whether  there  are  not  by 
immemorial  praSice  of  the  Houfb,  conftitut^  a^  the  open- 
ing of  every  feffion  a  Committee  of  JuRice,  which  it  was 
competent  to  any  Member  to  put  into  adion,  if  the  Houfe 
ihould  be  of  opinion,  that  a  cafe  could  be  made  out  fufficicnt 
to  call  for  the  exercife  of  its  judicial  functions.— -Mr ."Jekyll 
concluded  by  aflerting,  that  it  feemed  almoft  moraU?  and 
phyfically  impoflible  that  Mr.  R.  Q'Connor  ihoulcf  have 
committed  any  bSl  of  treafon.  fubfequeot  to  bi$  latv<e.tpials, 
acqqittak  and  liberation  in  the  fider  kingdom,  alid  tttat  con- 
lequendy  the  warrant  ifliied  without  a  legal  ChafW^  He 
"^ras  ready  a^  any  man  to  repofe  that  degree  of  confioOice  in 
an  Executive  Goyemment,  which  (hould  regulate'  inMf  by 
ftridly  legal  and  conftitutional  forms,  but  he  would  a4  rea- 
dily oppofe  a  meafure  like  the  prefent,  where  a^  warrtat  had 

lifikd.under  a  ftrong  prefumption  indeed,  that  the  charge 
againft  the  party  aritftol  had  not  been  verified  in  that  form, 

'-  .      .  \ which 
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.which  had  been  conftitutionally  prefcribed  by  the  hi#*of 
Sngland.  . .         » 

Mr.  Burton  thought  Hitft  was  but  one  queftion : — Whe- 
ther gepilen>en  werie  fitting  in  a  Houfe  of  Legiflature  or  in 
a  Court  of  juftrce  ?  The  hon:  Gentleman  had  moved  for 
certarri  wajrantSy  and  meant  to  aft  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe 
33  to  their  legality.  But  this  queftion  ought  firft  to  go  to  a 
court  of  law,  and  this  hot  having  been  ddne,  was,  he 
thought^  ^.grofs  infqit  to  the  Courts,  and  an  infringement 
pf  the  Coiilntution.  ,'  If  the  gentlemen  alluded  fo  were  im- 
jiroperly  apprehended  there  were  many  remedies  within  their 
reach.'  Four,  he  (hould  mention: — ift,  By  moving  for  a 
Habeas  Corpus  \  (A  cry  of  hear !  hear !) — Mr.  Burton  repeat- 
led  the  exclamation^  and  faid,  ^<  I  wifli  gentlemen  tj  Hear 
me."  Another  a^on  for  falfe  imprifonment,  and  be  was 
iiire  could  fuch  an  afiion  be  maintained^  the  jury  would  give 
'damages,  and  gentlemen  well  knew  that  thefe  damages 
Vould  be  exemplary.  The  remaining  two  modes  ctf  rem^y 
againft  magidrates  and  the  Secretary  of  State  were  by  infor- 
mation or  indictment.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  gentlemen 
.  .were  not  permitted  to  fee  their  Counfel  or  Solicitor ;  but 
.  vrould  gentlemen  not  recoiled,  that  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Counfel  on  the  trial  at  Maidftone,  the  J^dge  faid,  they  might 
fnbve  for  a  Habeas  Qrpus,  It  was  true,  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
faid,  that  this  could  not  hie  done,  it  not  being  in  temi,  bbt  it 
was  ftraoge  that  gentlemen  who  had  beeh  or  were  ihentirna* 
tnents  'to  the  profeiIion>  flioiild  not  know  that  a  Hmbeas 
can  as  well  be  fued  out  in  the  abfence  of  term  ^s  daring 
its  fittings.  Mr.  Burton  concluded  with  obfervihg^  that 
whenever  a  cafe  Ihould  be  made  out  fit  to  go  to  a  Commits 
tee  of  Juftice,  he  (hould  confent  to  that  proceedings  butiintil 
then  be  could  not  agree  to  the  motion,  but  mnft  confi^er  it 
»fi  tending  io  turn  into  ridicule  the  ferious  proceeditogs  of  the 
Ijbufe. 

^ir  Francis  Burdett  faid,  that  it  was  impofIibI&  that  Roger 

'   C^Connor  could  have  been  guilty  of  new  treafun  between  his 

-'siQQurftal.and  his  coming  tb  this  country.    Mr.Secfetary^ 

Cookey  \  yho'  muft  have  been  acquainted  with  the  cafe^  had 

tikewito.  '<)eclared  that  there  was  no  charge  againft  him  in 

Ireland.  He  was  givento  underftand,  that  but  4br  his  interfere 

<ence  in  triQ^  polhics,  Government  would  not  have  treated 

biiii,itii  the'^yay  fhey  had  done.     The  queftion  befoirt  the 

-ttdufe  was  a  fimple  faft,  whether  thie  Secretary  of  State  had 

,^ed the  warftmt onproper  ihfortnation. 

4  P  «  Mr. 
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Mr.  S.  D»tfg/as  faid,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  but  with 
.  a  few  words :  He  thought  the  argument  of  Gentlemen  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion  very  jbly  refuted  by  thofc  advanced  by  his 
lion,  and  learned  Friend,     One  point  urged  by  the  fintncr 
lie  deemed  neccflary  to  notice.     They  had  laid/  in  anfwer  to 
his  learned  Friend,  that  if  the  mode  po'mted  out  by  htm  for 
Mr.  0*Connor  to  obtain  redrcfs  was  rcforted  to  by  riiat  Gen* 
tlemait,  they  would  be  compelled  to  difclofe  the  groands  of 
proceeding,  and  to  produce  the  warrant :  on  this  head  he  heg^ 
ged  to  fet  them  right.  Any  lawyer  who  thoroughly  tmderflood 
his  ptbfeffion,  nauft  know  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  coart* 
that  ifit  faw  the  difdofares  in  queflion  would  tend  to  poMie 
danger,  the  eourt  would  prevent 'it.     If  die  defendant  in  an 
adion  of  trefpafis  on  the  cafe  (hould  make  it  appear  that  thofe 
difclofures  would  operate  againft  the  public  fecurity,  or  agamft 
the  intcreft  of  the  State,  it  would  interpofe  its  authority ;  k 
could  delay  the  proceeding,  and  need  not  call  upon  the  defen* 
dant  for  bis  defence.     Ofcourfe,  that  part  of  the  argument  of 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  fell  to  the  ground.     He  had  one 
more  obfervation  to  make.  It  was  uiged  as  a  matterof  triumph, 
that  Mr.  Koger  O^Connor  had  been  three  times  aojuftled: 
although  this  may  be  a  very  fortunate  coniideration  for  the  io' 
divlduad,  the  circumftance  could  throw  no  real  credit  on  his 
charafler.     Was  it  a  favourable  circumftance  to  the  charaAer 
of  any  man,  that  a  grand  jury  of  his  conotry  found  throe  bilk 
of  indi<Sment  againS  him  as  true,  and  he  fiiould  happen  after* 
wards  to  be  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence,  or  from  aay  other 
caufc  i    .  :  ' 

Mr.  Sheridan  infifted  it  could  not  be  to  the  prejudice  ti  any 
man  to  be  folemnLy  acquitted  by  a  jury  of  his  country  on -tbrse 
charges  made  againft  him ;  the  repeated  acquittances  mqft  beaa 
infallible,  as  well  as  a  legal  proof  of  his  innocence — though  with 
ideas  of  thofc  who  fubfcribed  to  the  doSrinc  of  "  Acquitted 
Felons,'*  a  different  inference  might  be  drawn  from  them. 

Mr.  St.  John  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  called  for 
all  the  information  which  might  have  been  received,  but  fio- 
ply  to  afcertain  the  h&$  whether  or  not  any  charge  czifted 
againft  Mr.  O'GMinor  in  Ireland  f  With  refpe&  to  what  a 
learned  Gentleman  bad  faid  of  the  difcuffionin  any  ibape  being 
an  injuftice,  firft,  to  the  jufiice  of  the  country ;  and  fecondly, 
ip  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  he  obferved,"  that  it  (hewed  tck> 
much.  Such  a  defence  was  equally  applicable  to  all  abufes  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Goveniment,  The  j^^ucf- 
tion  of  General  Warrants  in  the  begmning  of  the  prefent  vi^ 
wasj  he  thought,  not  diffimilar  to  the  prefent.    The  argumuitf 

ttfcd 
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iifed  then  againft  th^xnotion  for  ccnfuring  thera  as  illegal  were 
nearly  the  fame,  but  with  this  difference,  that  thofe  which 
were  urifuccefs>ful  then  were  Tuccefiful  how.  He  could  not 
help  obfcrving,  that  rto  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  import^it 
f0int  of  the  date  of  the  warrant  upon  which  Mr.  Arthur 
0*Corinor  was  apprehended  the  fecond  time ;  this,  under  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  was  a  material  confideration* 
It  was  to  be  fuppofcd  that  Government,  who  were  mafters  of 
all  the  crrcumftances,.  and  in  pofTeffion  of  all  the  informatioo^ 
knew  bed  in  what  place  to  try  him  and  on  what  charge;  an<i 
it  was  fuppofed,  that  thofe  were  felefled  upon  which  it  was  the 
XQoft  Hkely  he  (hould  be  conviAed. 
The  Houfe  then  divided, 

jfyeSf  (For  the  motion)     -         *        *•         i^ 
NoeSf      -        *        -        *        -        -      104 

Afajorlty     -     -     -     89 
The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  difpofed  of. 
Adjourned. 
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■■J*]       ]'^/^  TrfE^AY,  Jirire  i«. 

x^^^.^^^^'^  preft^ted^the  following  SCeffiige  ftom  hs 

-«*!isftyAo-^    I'-r  ' 

^  ]ii|  }^i/!fclty>^  rcfyiftg  OB  tlM  ezpericDced  seal  and  affe^on  of  his  €uriM 
\o^»^  aifl;  coniii^ring  that  h  itiay  be  o^  t^  utAMft  iitopORaAa  to  pro- 
-^<le  for  fu^h.miergeiicles  at  iri^/ai^e  iti'^ri  ciiCfed  ciMi$ectat«»  bde: 
Ao^f  that  tW)f  Hoqfe  will  enable  Tiiiii  t^  taii  all  ftieb  m^iiK*<«s  Miaf  be 
^qcotffatyjj^  dUappoint  or  di^  any^'e^ierprlXfii  or  detfgnt  of  hb  eneom^ 
•llod.4ia  tHofffiglcndei  c^  affliwt  JP^  <?.  A. 

.Hit  Lord(hip:jlkrai  tbsn  protocdii^  .to  moVe  aii  Addrels  of 
Thanks  \o1ih  Majefty/  for  bh  moft  gracious  ODmfoaiupktk») ; 
1?hcn.the 

Ei^l  dl  Suffolk  mfe,  and  requcfled  the  noble  Seccetanrdf 
State  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  fonie  idea  of  the  at]ge£tof 
the  Meflage."  The  moft  alarmtog  inleliigence  was»  he  ofkier- 
fioody  that  day  received  from  Ireland  ;  and  he  was  anzkipi  tbat 
the  noble  Secretary  Ihould  t&row  oat  fonie  bint  of  its  natiuti 
that  the  Hoafe  might  be  fomewhatjeriablBd  io-maiu:  upthcit 
mind  on  the  fubjeot. 

Lord  Grerwilfe  faid,  he  did  not  cditceiTtt  it  to  be  his  doty  Xo 
[  detail  the  tiews  that  might  arrive  fipnt  Ireland  or  fiiioi  any 
other  cotintry.  Ab  t&  t^  '^efflige  he  had  juftrdplivmd,  he 
cpuld  not  fee  any  neceflary  connexion  between  it  Apd  the 
'  affiiirs  of  Ireland ;'  it^tvas  ti  Meflage  that  wat  ofQ^lk.lirpoght 
down  from  his  Majefty  at  the  cbfeof  a  Scffion»  4B;orier  to  in- 
timate the  neceffity  there  was  of  enabliag.  .bis  Klagelly,  by  a 
Vote  ofCr^it  or  othlsrwife,  to  takfe  f«cb  qi^ares  ag^^lits 
cnemi^s'as  his  Kfaj^fty's  wil'doormi^t  i«i4gQ  ej^pedienL.. 

The  Ear!' of 'A^;^  was  furprifed  to  bear,  of  i^^oofe 
riAng  when  the  Bfitiflt  empire  ftood  in  (b.  pti^j^i^Qus/a  filva- 
tion.  Wft^  the  ^'outfrry  to  be  deprived.j^^  die  ;^iae  o^.the 
grand  cotiAtil  '6f  *tho'>«at]Oft  oA  .«iiGemifgei^. j(9  critlpai, 
^iei^^a;^^^//^,  and  AVfaen^thec  moil  foriAuiixa^  were 

on  the  eve  of  fa%iifgf  tacei.^lt  iH  bec^ifOfK  Mij^^cfs  wfia)ad 
brought  aU  ilhcA^cahahitie&oirtlfte/lHiifdQn^ 
ally  to  fheher  tbettfelvea  indec  the;>Jtii^s,i;)i^e^;|«d  tq  je- 
fufe  granting  information  to  the  Hpufe op  appoint,  thW  fo 
nearly  cont^ernedthem.  They  would  bB.iafXC^laiplp  inddcdi 
if  riiey  lidvil^d  his  Majdft^  to  prorogue.  Parliament, a^  fo  cri- 
tical a  tonjun^ure:    If  Uidi^  hoWfiVCffi  was  (<»>faie  fjiorad- 

vke, 


Jew !».]  woocf Atw  »A^iA]^EirrAiv?;pK)^«.  <f  St 
vice,  he  would  fpec4i!y^iatroducc  a  motion  that  muft  brfnig 
the  bufinefs  to  a  point.  Minifferd  w^e  midoubtcdly  refpon- 
fible  for  the  advice  they  giv^.htt  iMBefty ;  for  the  ryftetn 
they  had  abeacly  purfued  the  Jipyq^cftfcfponfibility -would  at-r 
tach  on  them,  and,  as  to  their  cohdu<5l  oh  the*prcfeirt;"b^9|- 
fion,  he  muft  fay  that  it  partook  neither  of  wifdot^'^or  {>inb* 

Lord  Gnn^lh  denied  tl^it.h^  ha^  attempted  to  (belter  mm^ 
felf  under  the  YX^s  iuuiie>  i^. order,  to  (brink  for  his  rtffj^n. 
fibiiity  as  a  miniAer..  He  (hoiildi  however,  perfift  fn  fcfimhjg 
the  infornrution  called  for  6y  the  noble  Earl.  MInfftertf  fl£ 
allowed,  were  refponiflble  for  the  idvlbc  they  faisry  haV^gl^c^ 
\As  Majedy,  but  their  duty  did  not  bi^d  them  to  dk^lofe  the 
nature  of  the  advice  theyfm]|^. hereafter  give..  Wifl}]ngar4 
to  when  his  Mijefty  (hould  be^plea&d  to  prorogue  the  fon^- 
ments  it  was  not  for  him  to  take  upon  him  to  proncuncpl    ^ 

The  (juefl'ion' was  then  put,  and  the  addreft  was  vot^  6y 
their  Lordflrips  ff^w.'^j/i.  -:> 

The  feveral  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  i;i  tl^ir 
Telbeaive  (fajges,  , 

The  fecond  reading  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker's  divorce  bill,  was 
deferred  for  three  n^ohihs. 

JLAND    TAX    REDEMPTION    BILL.'  *      ^ 

Lord  Greiivilk  then  moved  the  firder  of  the  day  fpr  the  third 
reading  of  the  land  tax  rddemftiiDii  bill — On  ^tb^TUotion  ^or 

which,  '     "  I    f  *     yrr  ^.,, 

Lord  HoUand  rOfe,  andTaid,  ihat  the  bill  that  was'  now  in 
its  laft  (lagev  was  of  a  tendcxxry  which  it  was  his  duty  to 
counterad:  as  far  as  he  waS'  abla.  The  bill  purported  to  be 
offered  a^  a  faVottr,  but  it  would  eventually  prove  a  matter  of 
compulfion  to  the  hnd^holder.  If  it  was  favourable, to  his  in- 
tere/t,  it  could  fiot  be  advantageous  lo  the.  funds j^  where  then 
wa^  the  bonded  benefit  that  was  to  telbft-from  it  to  the  latter  } 
The^bill  went  moreover  to  perpetparte  the  prefciujnequality 
i'A^he  Land  Tk'jis  rand  it  amae  with  a  bad  grape  from  the 
noble -Secretary  of  State,  who,  in  canjun£lion  wiib^lus  col- 
leajglTes,  had  drawn  foch  accumttl«tcA:Al^lOitlps  pn  the 
country,  totn-ge  as  an- argument  for  pel|pfriuating  the  tfx^ 
that  there  was  no  tiketibood  of  oi^r  beAtg  relii^ved  from  its 
preiTure.  It  was  neceifai^  to  (late,  in  vindication  of  what 
he  had  formerly  aflerted,  that  one  argument  of  his  in  parti- 
cular had  been  mifconceived  and  mvfreprefented.  He  had 
pot  (aid  that'the  opeiation  of  the  ifill  would  JQ  to  place  all 

the 
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ik€  landed  propert/in  the  hands  of  the  Crawi>,  but. had  »r 
pUcitly  dechired  that  it  would  go  to  make  all  the  la/idcd  fxox 
peity  of  the  country /«/i //;rvtt^^  thq  hands  of  the  Cro.wn. 
— A  noble  Lord  (Loid  Auckland)  had  maintained  that  ihe 
bni  gave  the  landed  intereft  very  advantageous  terms  of  pur- 
chafe,  but  it  appeared  to  him  in  a  very  different  point  g£ 
yiew» .  For  though  the  proprietor  might  buy  at  the  low  rate 
of  18  years  purchafe,  yet  wbd  another  Land  Tax  came  to 
be  (aid  on,  it  would  make  great  ad<litions  to  future  taxes* 
Thtfir  Lordlhips  were  peculiarly  interefted  in  opppfing  the 
hi\U2S  one  principal  caufe  of  their  independence  was  their 
landed  property,  which  would  ba  confideiably  impaireil  by 
the  operatic  of  it. 

The  time  at  ^hich  the  bill  was  introduced  he  zlfq  found 
highly  objeAionable,  when  the  weight  of  the  Aflefled  Taxc« 
and  of  other  burtheps  deprived  thh  landlord  of  the  means  <£ 
availing  himfelf  of  its  ajpparent  advantages.  If  it  was  die 
Vfl(h  of  Minifters  to  relieve  the  country  from  its  bartfaenst 
this  was  not  th6  way  to  accompliib  it,  it  was  not  to  berf« 
feSed  by  fuch  meafures  a«  the  prefcnt ;  it  was  not  by  k>Dg| 
Cpmplicatedy  and  unintelligible  bills — not  by  half  meafiiies, 
but  by  a  ferious  determination  to  carry  an  extenfivc  and  ef« 
iicient  reform  into  pra£tice;  it  was  by  a  ftri£l  and  rigid  cco^ 
nomy  in  every  branch  of  the  LcgiflatuVe — by  IctppingjoS  all 
fuperfluous  places  and  unmierited  penfions ;  and,  above  aU,  by 
an  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of  thofe  MinifUrSs  who,  by  conn* 
tenancing  the  mod  extravagant  profuiions,  and  enr>barking 
the  nation  in  wanton  wars,  had  expendedthe  money  of  their 
fellow  fubjeds,  and  brbught  the  nation  into  its  prefent  em* 
barrafled  (late  ;  it  was  by  vigorous  and  falutary  meafures  of 
this  kind  that  the  country  was  to  be  faved. — Under  thefe  ioek 

Erclfionsi  and  deeming  of  the  bill  as  he  did,  he  conceived  it 
is  duty  to  oppofe  its  third  reading. 

Lord  Auckland  ('aid,  that  the  noMe  Baron  having  done  him 
the  honour  to  advert  to  fome  propofuions,  which  he  had  (bted 
in  a  former  difcuiCon  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it.neceflary  to  fay  a 
few  words  in  anfwer.  He  was  however,  under  fomc  embarraff- 
roent,  wiihing  on  the  one  hand  to  lliew  attention  and  refpeA 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  perceiving  on  the  other,  that  he  it 
would  be  difficult  for  hlrn  not  to  abufc  die  indulgence  of  the 
Houie,  by  repeating  the  arguments,  which  he  had  already 
nfed,  which  he  had  fpoken  in  fupport  of  the  principles  of  the 
meafure. 
The  nolj^U:  Baron  and  others^  who  concurred  with  hhn  in 

refjfting 
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refifting  die  bill,  made  it  ncceflGiry  to  repeat  to  tbcm  a^pMi  and 
again,  diat  the  meafore  is  not  compalibry ;  that  it  is  ftridly 
and  merely  optional  to  all  perfonSy  with  a  preference  to  the  . 
pofl[elE>r  of  the  eftate  paying  the  Land  Tax  meant  to  be  liber- 
ated :  with  a  farther  preference  to  perfons  in  remainder ;  and  . 
laftly  on  their  refufal  i¥ith  an  option  to  ftrangers,  but  fubjeft 
to  higher  terms  and  conditions  of  purchafe.    There  was  no. 
pretence  therefore  for  declaimring  againfthardfliips  and  fcveri-*  • 
ties,  fuppofed  to  refult  from  tho  bill.    No  individual  was  com^*  ; 
f>olled  to  purchafe  either  liis  owft-Land  Tax,  or  chat  of  others. 
And  if  the  Land  Tax  fliould  be  purchafed  by  drainers  to  th« 
particular  eftate^  th«  courfeof  f>ayment  ilnovila  (lill  he  die  fan|e» 
and  the  owner  would  be  fubjc&  to  no  new  inconvouenc^       s- 

If  indeed,  the  bill  oould  be  (hewn  Co  be  impra6^cable  or 
greatly  inefiediuaK  fuch  ao  6bje£kion  would  have  fomo.weight* 
Sut  tbe  reafonings  of  the  oppofers  implied  nofuch  apj^rohen-^ 
fion;  and  in  his  fairopinion,  the  operation  would  betolidly. 
and  rapidly  beneficial^  to  the  public,  when  the  period  dull  l^ave. 
arrived  to  carry  the  bill  into  execution.— He.  would  (bte  a 
particular  inftance,  in  which  he  had  fome  perfonal  concern. 
He  happened  to  be  one  of  the  Direjbrs  and  Truftees  of  Green* . 
wich  Hofpital :  The  landed  eftate  of  that  o^  refpedable  in* 
flitutipn,  might  be  dated  at  (he  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  with 
precifion,  but  to  put  a  cafe)  40,0001.  a  year^  including  the 
mines.     Suppofe,  in  order  to  aflame  a  round  fuin  for  argu- 
ment, that  the  Land  Tax  paid  by  the.  hofpital  in  diflerent 
places,  may ,  amount  to  loool.  a  year.     Can  it  be  doubted, 
that  in  an  extenGve  eftate  fo  circumftanced,  parts  might  be 
fele£led  without  detriment  to  the  remainder,  and  fold  at  forty 
years  purchafe  ?  What  would  be  the  refult  ?  Either  500I.  a 
year,  might  be  fold  to  liberate  loool.  a  year ;  or  a  loooU  a  year,' 
might  be  fold  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  leaving  in  either  cafe,  a 
gain  of  cent  per  cent.    And  what  was  thus  applicable  in  the 
iiiftance  of  Greenwich  Hofpiul,  would  be  applicable  with 
more  or  lefs  advantage  in  every  other  corporate  and  private 
eftate.  And  thus  it  was,  that  the  proprietors  of  land  would  be 
benefited :  that  the  purchafers  of  the  tax,  would  gain  an  objeA 
eligible  to  them :  and  he  had  fhewn  ou  a  former  day,  the  great 
benefits  refultiog  to  the  public. 

When  perfons  of  ftrong  minds  ufe  weak  ohjedlions,  he  was 
apt  to  fufpetSl  that  there  was  fome  latent  motive :  And  fome- 
thing  had  dropt  both  in  the  prefent  and  former  debate,  which 
feemed  to  imply  an  apprehenfton,  that  the  meafure  in  queftion 
if  carried  into  execution*,  might  lead  to  a  new  and  eaual  Land* 
Tax.  In  h&f  and  in  trudiy  an  equal  land  tax  was  neither  fiidli* 
Vol.  II.  1798.  4Q,  uted. 
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tatedj  nor  embarrsffisd  by  the  prefent  bill. '  V^hether  9^  iipsA 
Xi^nd  Tax  ^ould  evisr  be  a  ^fe  meafurey  the  wiMom  off^re 
Parliaments  aloae  could  decide^  In  the  mean  time  b«  heartily 
concurred  with  the  noble  IXike  [of  Norfolk j  that  tlie  beS  6f 
all  meafur^  would  be  a  tax  equally  affe£ling  every  ftiecittcrf' 
clear  property  and  f^venue.  But  this  war  the  great  dejii^ahmi 
in  finan<re:  he  had  Istken  occafion  to  mention  it,  as  that,  at 
the  opening  of  thd  pt^fent  Seffi6h.  He  hard  ever  fince  faoked 
Itowards  it  with  a  longing  eye ;  bat  had  not  yet  been  ffliewn  or 
Ikert  able  t6  ^ifcover  the  means  of  effe Aaatiiig  ftscb  an  opera- 
t&rn. 

\  Th^Eafl  of  Suffolk  declared  he  was  deddediy  hoftik  to 
fl^e  bill ;  he  confid^ed  it  a^  ttkely  to  prddoce  the  moft  in- 
lufibus  effeAs,  and  to  militate  agstinft  the  improvement  of 
landed,  ptoperty  in  general :  hfsLdrdflrip  then  went  into  a 
dlfcuffion  6\  his  G^n  particular  cafe,  to  fliew  how  iBJuri- 
otifly  the  bill  Would  operate  with  rcfpeft  to  his  eftates,  and 
tend  to  db  away  thfc  effeAs  of  the  improvements  which  he 
had  made  th^rcitt  at  a  great  cxpencc.  .  He  faid,  when  he 
came  to  his  title  he  found  his  eftate  greatly  encutnbered,  and 
that  in  order  to  enable  hifnfelf  to  do  juftlce  to  his  family,  he 
ihflantly  took  the  meafure  of  improving  his  eftate^and  rather 
chofe  todeprivehimfelf  of  theconveniencies  and  enjoyments, 
that  his  rank  entitled  him  to  look  up  to  fill  he  had  brought 
It  Tound.  That  he  kept  no  carriage  at  firft,  and  perGAed  in- 
this  with  iirmnefsy  in  order  to  fet  an  example  to  his  chil- 
dren; that  he  had  improved  his  eftate  very  coii(id^rably, 
having  expended  nearly  2o,oool.  in  improvements*  But  he 
could  do  1o  no  longer  in  confequence  of  the  late  heavy  taxes, 
and  the  prefent  additional  tax  on  the  landholder.  He  had  he  (aid, 
the  misfortune  to  have  one  of  thelargeft  hbtifesin  the  king- 
dom^ which  paid  in  taxes  including  the  windowtax,  houletax, 
&;c.  between  300I.  and  400I.  a  year.  His  eftate  he  had  do 
fcruple  tp  ftate  the  amount  of,  it  was  about  l*even  or  eight 
thoufand  a  year,  two  thoufand  he  had  fettled  on  his  foo, 
which  probably  he  (hould  pot  have  done,  had  he  been  aware 
of  the  Ute  heavy  taxes,  but  he  v^as  not  forry  for  having  done 
it',  nor  did  he  that  day  repent  it,  as  he  had  the  pleature  to  fee 
'  that  his  family  wanted  not  an  example  of  firmnefs^  when  oc- 
calion  required  it.  His  eftate  was  alfo  charged  with  join- 
tures*, provifionk  for  younger  children  and  other  matters  of 
deduction*  How  then  coula  he  go  on  improving  his  eftate^ 
Cfr  how  was  he  to  borrow  money  to  purchafe  his  Land  Tax, 
when  )t  was  "well  knowi^  that  Irointhc  low  price  of  the 
^^  '  '.    •  Futtds, 
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Funds,  and  other  obvious  caufes,  money  was  not  to  be  bor- 
xowcd?  The  landholders  in  general,  would  be  fl{e'&e4 
nearly  in  a  fimilar  manner  with  himfelf.  He  thought  tK;^^ 
the  monied  men  in  the  prefent  circymftances  of  the  coiin«> 
try,  ought  to  bear  the  burthen  of  taxation,  ,as  they  were  the 
onlv  perfons  that  reaped  any  advantage  from  the  public  dih- 
trcu,  and  were  accumulating  auid  realizing  large  fortuneiy 
they  ought  therefof e  at  the  leall  to  bo  taxed  equ^y.with  \hf 
landholder*.        *  "  .       ^ 

The  Duke  of  Narfolk  cenfui:cd  JMinift^rs  fof  aot.bfingjM 
forward  the  meafure  at  an  earlier  period  oi  the  (effions  \  )^ 
there  bef  n  time  epoi^  for  a  W|ti|re  difc^flioo  of  i^,  tbeob*- 
je6liooable  cI^Lyfes  he  thoHgjIit  might  baVje  been  amelfprate^. 
The  bill,  he  conRdered,  as  not  bad  in  its  principle-r-by  it  tKf 
public  could  get  rid  of  a  bad  tax,  and  certainly  at  firft,  % 
aioft  UQJuft  one.  He  inftanced  the  cafe  of  Marybone  pari(b# 
which  from  having  been  built  upon,  and  been  well  Anha$it<- 
ed,  pMd  liule  or  potbing  in  the  pound,  compared  to  other 
pariJbes.  He  had  he  faid  ^n  eftgte  in  the  northj^^wbich  in  hjj^ 
father's  time  paid  feven.  fliiliings  in  the  pound,  but  a/i  he  wag 
not  obliged  to  pay  doubW  taxe9>  he  got  it  lowered  to  four  \  hp 
had  however  fince  fold  the  eftate,  as  the  produce  of  the  t^t^ 
per  acre,  did  not  to  him  anfwer  the  expences  of  taxatipo  ao^ 
cultivatioii.  His  Grace  pointed  out  loinie  glaring  irregularis 
ties  in  the  prefent. arrangement  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  ha 
entered  into  fone  ihort  c^culations  to  prove,  that  under  the 
bill,  taking  the  Funds  in  theii*  prefent  ftate^  or  fuppofln^ 
the  intereft  of  money  not  to  exceed  5I.  per  cent,  advantage- 
ous bargains 'might  be  made  by  individuals ;  but  on  a  rife  of 
the  Fui^,  or  a  difficulty  of  procuring  money  to  purchafe, 
perfons  muft  make  a  iofing  bargain. 

With  refpe&  to  the  noble  Lord's  idea  of  an  advantageous  bar* 
gain  for  hofpitals  or  fuch  like  infiitutions,  it  might  apply,  as 
charities  very  feldom  retained  lands  for  ornament  or  pleaiure  ; 
not  fo  widi  perfons  of  lalge  landed  property  or  their  heirs ;  and 
in  this  view  it  was  diat  he  principally  objeSed  to  the  claufe 
enabling  tenants  for  life  to  fell. without  the  concurrence  of  the 
remainders.  He  ow^d  be  flv^pld  )ik,e  to  fee  9  tax  upon  pro- 
perty in  goneflBl,  ^  Funds  particular. ly.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  ftock  in  tirade  ihopid  not  t>e  taxed,  neither  fliould 
the  prupeily  of  m^rchaiHs  in  fofi^e  <;ircumftanGes,  as  it  would 
aSb&GantiaecQeaild  lead  todiliclpfMceshi^ly  injuriousjtotho^ 
pecfivis.  Heri)Q9ght  ^  IhU  O^ht  not  |o  be  pa^Spd  .this  feffion  ^ 
it  was  one  of  too  great  importance,  and  embracing  jtoo  grt^t  afrar 

4  Q.2  riety 
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itfe^  bf  <ietiiil^  tbbera(S{JIy  drried  threnb^  nrKioMfit 
would  be  better  to  let  it  lie  over,  and  m  tfre' recefs  to  citcnhte 
<!6pWaf  tWebHI  ambng'thehhdHoMcrt  in  general,  inoirder 
that^thejr  opinions  of  the  meafure  might  be  dfeertained.  He 
Voul3*not,  hoWever,  v<itc>g3inff  it. 
' '  'The  IBart  d/KinnoSl  fal8,  be  hjfe  to  give  his  reafon  why  he 
Should  vote  for  the  bill,  under  the  conviction  of  its  betog 
iafculited  riot  otily  for  "fHe  advantage  of  the  public,  bot  of  pri- 
vate perfons.  With  rdjicft  to  the  latter,  it  was  perfcdlyop- 
ItionSf ;  tficy  would  purchaffi  or  tiot  aii  they  found  it  their  in- 
tercfts?  He  alflb  obferved'^  (hit  tWbHI  uh^iweht  an  ttneoia- 
monly  long  and  minute  invefttgation  in  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  where  it  was  decidedly  oppo&d  by  the  great  bodj 
of  the  landed  proprietors,  and  during  the  whole  time  not  one  pe- 
tition or  remonftrance  (roiti  without  doors,  v^as  urged  againft  the 
'itieaFurei,  which  certainly  would  have  been  the  cafe  if  it  was 
<R(apph>ved  of:^  -  On  thefe  grounds  he  would  fupport  the  bill. 

Lord  Holland  fpoke  (hortly  in  reply.  He  recapitulated  ius 
generaC  arguments  againft  the  billi  and  fpoke  particularly  to 
one  point  touched  upon  by  a  noble  Lord,  namely.  That  die 
Kill  had  Undergone  a  minute  and  long  inveftigation  in  the  0dicr 
Houfe  of  Parliament  So  far  from  this  beigg  the  cafe,  he  iaid, 
that  at  leaft  one  third  of  the  bill  had.  been  introduced  after  it 
^Nras  iaft  committed,  fo  that  no  tegular  opportunity  was  afford- 
ed for  a  difcuflion  of  that  proportion  of  the  bill. 
The  Houfe  then  divided,  when  there  appeared, 

CcfUints^        -  -     '     -  -         a6 

Not  ComeHtSf       -  -  -  ^ 

Majority        -         -         •     «9 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  pafied,  and  ordered  bKL 
to  thp  Houfe  of  Commons. 
.   Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  June  1,2. 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  preferited  the  fame  Meffi^  fmn  his 
Majefly ,  as  Lord  Grcnville  had  prefented  to  the  Hou&  of  Lords. 
The  Meffage  being  read  from  the  Chair, 
Mt.  i)««//ii5  propofed  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  thanking 
•  bVm  for  his  mofl  gracious  communication,  which  was  agreed 
to  nem.  coh,  and  the  MefTage  ordered  to  be  taken  into  coo£- 
deratfon  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  abolishing  certain  places  in  the  Cu(loa»»  &c. 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The 
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The  Teporr  on  the  Salt  Traittfer  BiU  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  u|K)n  ThuFfday. 

Colonei  GafsoigMdeterttd  his  caottoa  refpcfting  the  lofiport 
add  Export  Duties*  .  ,. 

Mr.  fFilbtrforce  wifhed  dut  the  Committre  on  tlieSIaTii 
Trade  Reftra'ming  Bill  Aigbt  be  deterred,  on  aooount.  o£  die 
aWience  of  Mr.  H.  Thornton. 

General  Tarleton  objedled  to  its  being  deferred  £>r  any  fucK 
reatbn,  and  moved  that  the  Hoofe  do  now  adjourn.  * 

And  after  a  fiiort  eonverfaxion  between  Mr.  Wilbcrfoice  and 
Greoeral  Tarleton,  tlie  Houfe  was  accordingly  adjourned*.    . 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Weonesoay,  Jufif  13.  ; 

The  Duke  of  Lnnjln  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  be 
would  fubmit  a  motion  to  their  Lcxdfliips,  relative  to  the  pie- 
lent  alarming  ftate  of  Ireland. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  proceeded  through  in  their  xc- 
fpedive  flages^ 

On  the  motion  that  the  Houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  upon  the  bill  for  abolifhing  a  number  o£  holidays, 
obferved  in  the  Cuftoms,  &c. 

The  htrd  Chancellor  left  the  Woolfack,  and  obferved,  that 
the  more  he  examined  the  prefent  bill,  the  more  the  d&f&cukies 
with  which  it  was  incumbered  grew  upon  him  s  in  his  opinion, 
therefore,  it  required  to  be  more  leifurely  confidered,  and  with 
that  view  he  would  now  move,  that  the  Committee  on  the  bill 
be  deferred  for  fix  weeks — Ordered.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  13. 

The  bill  for  abolifliing  certain  Offices,  and  for  regulating 

certain  Offices  in  the  Cufloms,  palled  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

Houfe,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Rofe  then  move.d,  that  the  various  accounts  that  were 
laid  on  the  table,  relative  to  Exchequer  Bills,  &c.  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and  alfo  that  his  Majefty^s  Meflage 
be  referred  to  the  fame  Committee,  which  being  agreed  to, 

He  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  refolvf  itfelf  into  a- 
Committcc,  to  confidcr  further  of  a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  his 

Majcfty, 


accordingly,  and  his  Majefty^js  Meffi^ hen^tc^j       ^ «,  ,, 

j^^i^tdt  to Im  MqcujHjtp.eiuhife  his  ]Vi;y^f  b  t^  alt 
^^^^pci^iwe^  taAlSH>Bfi^,Qfi:  defeat  any 

'en>^isicisjQr.deCgp9  oCifug^ci^eoik^  ai^  as.fhe  cx^gcoqr  d" 

^fl&uspwy  require-  .  ', .  y\^  ,^  ^,» ,.,  t  .  .■  , 

,,  Xbp  gttP%n>ctfig  Wt,.  :       ...  .  t  n  .  .-    ,    . 

^'  General  TarUton  (vAf^fii^^  ^efe  o^iKCf  were  bacNO()bt 

fiaanra^iB  ro»num  Wrtf.^,!^!^  opoa  that 

^jourlvhabit  of  hearing. tl|C|^|V^f^eJanQholy^  from  a 

nei^boiinQg  countr jj^  l^e^thovj^hp..  Tome  ^^uot  ou^t  to  be 
given  lyiw.  tbc  million  was^jo  be  applied,  ot^erwife  tbc  Meoi^ 
^rs  of  ttie  Houfe  wpuUrHavQOomiDg^  to  (ay  to  their  C^oniK- 
tu^nif,  hvx^^iaf,  th^jr  hs^.yo^d/away  a  x^lllion  of  dseir  oxxiey ; 
iif^n^ t^  i^|^.prioci)^^f;fnilltoQ  £i^g^(  Jbe  voted  upoii  miUiniy 
and  teQ  ipilliqns  upon  ten  millioo^.-  He  wiiWd  therefore  to 
bave  fooie  «Qeral  inibraiation  upon  tliie  affairs  of  anorficr.  ooiin- 
try  before  he  gjivc  his  vote  up9Ja  this  motion, 
^  Mf,'  S^ftarj  DuM^m  faid,  th(s  Cpouo^ttee  muft  penxivc  h 
yras  l^tally,  ki^poi&bk  for  Goy^onfeot  Co  give^r^tcoomitof 
tlie  expenditure  of  this  mpoey,  tbe  very  itxm  olt  ihc  oiocjpa 
yiy^ied  M^rta^oty  in  €ha,t  parxkolar,  for  the  words  were, 
f  as  the  <x4^ncy,of  afTairs  m«uf  require.''  As  to  what  had 
bpen  i4i4  qOhe  aj^iifs  pf  another  country,  notice  bad  ben 
given  ofa  inpuon upqa  tba)L.fubje& for tfaenezt^day,  aod that 
was  the  time  to  diicufs  it. 

General  TarUton  £aiid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Rofi  faid,  that  Gentlemen  coald  not  exped  accopnts 
profpe^lvpity ;  they  might  call  for  accounts  of  fervices  that  were 
pallbd.  The  fubje6t  of  this  motion  had  no  reference  whatever 
to  fervices  that  were  paflibd ;  k  was  purely  profpedive,  and 
AeteSarCf  from  its  very  nature,  ,inc^ble  of  being  (hted  at 
pre(enL 

Mr.  £toJey  Caidy  be  did  not  mean  to  move  'for  any  acopoat 
upon  this  occafion.  He  fhould  not  aik  bow  tliis  money  was 
to  be  expended.  He  fliould,  however,  wifii  to  know  wliether 
iMsta^  rhilKon  was  to  be  the  whole  of  the  vote  of  credit  for 
46%  2«at.  If  fe,  fae  ihouid  be  glad  to  beat  It. 
'"Mr.  l?«/i  faid,  there  was  no  more  to  be  propofed  as  a  iwie 
of  credit,  but  tlie  Committee  would  cbfervey  as  his  rt^t  hon. 
iriend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  Aated  on  a  fenner  occafioo,  chrce  mil- 
lion and  a  half  ilvtre  to  be  prppded  to  be  xHMm  Excbeatttf 


BtUb-    TM  vole  he  intead^  tp  niovc  .tbat  night  in  i.Ooitt- 

iniuep  of  Ways  and  Means.  i\.  * 

Mf.  Tisrnfj  ohlorvcdy  that  the  filrQ  )SQ«r 'piMofed  ^  k>0Ot^ 

of  credit  waft  only  one  half  dT  what  the. CbaiKrelJor  of  tbe]£X!-» 

chequer  (aid  yrourld  be  ncceflary  when  he  opened  tfie  hodget^ 

and  therefore  hp  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Chancellor  ortb^ 

£%cbeqaer  was  either  then  ftrangely  out  of  hiscakul^iocv  6r 

he  WG^M  come  q;ain  for  another  vot^^  but  be  flioyld  Ulc^  to 

bajre  (boie  iriforn»tion  qpoo  thjt  matter.  *    /  \.  - 

Mr.  Ro/e  fai<},  it,  was  not  iaft^dcd  topfe  for  more  jn  die 

jConrCe  of  the  prefentfeflion;,but  he  did  not  pledger  ^Ipnrfel^ 

nor  did  he  conceive  liis  right' l^n.  Vricnd  would  like  thjit  irtj 

perfqq  (hould  pledge  for  him  that  this  fom  at  all  eVetlts  woaM 

be  enough  j  all  he  could  fay  was,  it  Wfis  deemed  fu^ient  at  pre* 

fenty  but  iVom  the  nature  of  t^e  thing;,  no  man  living  coulct 

piedgehiipfelf  to  the  fuAciencypf  theium.'  It  was  fuppofed 

to  be  fo  at  prefcnt  \  and  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mf.  Pitt/  Had 

declared  he  was  at  prefent  of  that  opinion,  and  therefbfe' tiqf 

iBore  was  moved  for.       >  ' 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  ihatv'  \t  there  was  a  doubf  with  liiixif 
gentlemen  that  the  fnm  iff  ont  mlllon  novi^  propofed^would 
not  be  fuflkienti  he  fkould  wifh  to  know  whether  there  wa^ 
any  iitegulsnity  in  his  propofing  twd  mtflionrlnft^iut^f  one! 
if  not,  he  (hould  be  incKned  to  do  fa;  for  the  fervice  was  ft 
great  one  to  which  this'  money  was  to  be  appiied-^-it  was 
agadnft  the  efforts  of  the  commofi  enemy  wherever  tbefe  ef^ 
f^rts  mighe  be'  met  with.  If,  therefore,  there  was  no  bb^ 
jeAion  in  point  of  form,  he  fhouid  m'ovefor  tWo  millions  an* 
fteadofone. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dtmdeu  faid,  tbei^  was  no  objedion  to  the 
motion  in  point  cf  form ;  if  his  honcyrable  Friend  dhbfe  t6 
introduce  It,  he  certalnW  might  do  fo  with  perfed  regularity} 
but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  lately  £dd,  he 
thought  one  million  wduM  be  ftifficieiit. 

Mr.  Baker,  then  moved  for  two  nullions  inftetidof  one. 
This  produced  a  ihort  convcrfation. 
Mr.  Tiimey  thought  it  an  extraordinary  thing  that  any  in^^ 
dividual  Ihould  propofe  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  vote 
to  the  crown,  by  way  of  credit,  without  any  knowledge  how- 
it  was  to  be  applied,  double  the  money  which  the  crpwii  ii* 
felf  afked  by  its  organ,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Secretary  at  ff^ar  J}»pportcd  the  propolkion  of  Mr*! 
Baker,  and  Mr.  Baker  defended  it  Jiimfi^If  alfoo 

Mr.  fFilberforce  applauded  high  the  public  fpirit  of  his  ho* 
yiotirable  friend  (Mr.  Baker),  but  thought,  under  all  the  cir- 

circum- 
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cMitta«ce».  it  vnp\ktmto  abide  by  the  rote  propofed  oti- 

^'MftWetary  Dmidaiw*^  alfo  of  the  fame  opinioo;  and 
peihap*  tile  precedent  might  not  be  the  molt  agwetbk.  if 
tehonouriAle  friend's  motion  was  adopted;  he  therefore 
wifhed  him  to  withdraw  it.         „        ,  jjj    «-r«- 

Mr.  Sim»«  alfo  thought  the  Committee  wouW  dow^feJ? 
in  adopting  the  original  motion  inftead  of  flie  «>«idrf  one. 

MrlsXr  then  withdrew  his  motion,  vA  the  motion  of 
Mr  Secretary  Dundas  was  putTandcarried. 

The  H^(J>ing  r<?fum«^d.  the  report  #as  onkred  to  be 

received  the  next  day.  ^j,».^„,  thn^iml 

.  The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  of  wars  andmeans,  *«e  mil- 
lions and  ahalf  were  voted  to  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills. 

•Renort  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  dajr. 

Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  fupply  and  of  ways  and 
means  on  Friday. 

STATE   OF   IREfcAND. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tii^r.faid,  he  wMhel  to  aft  a  qucftion  of  Gen- 
tlemen witke  otW  Gde,  but  he  dij  notdo  .tw,ih  «tT«a- 
SiKtiew.  Notice  of  a  motion  of  gieat  public  impo.. 
^Bce  hMl  been  given  by  an  honourable  Friend  of  his  j  it  wis 
InX  tole  of  I«Und  fit  ftood  for  the  next  day  itfc«ywe« 
lld!!eS  involved  in  that  queftioo.  HewiQied  toh«w 
wha^  there  was  any  chance  of  the  prefencc  of  Ac  Ctaa- 
ceUorof  the  Exchequer  upon  that .  occafion  ?  »*<*«« 
Mt  he  fliooWbe  very  dehrous  that  his  honourable  Focal 
fhould  wave  it  for  the  prefent,  and  let  it  (land  foe  a  ^«i 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  be  pre**. 
He  did  aot  mean  to  fay  this  from  any  party  or  uowwt^ 
S^ive,  .Td  he  was  fure  the  Houfo  wtfuld  give  huacK* 

"  M'r.*'i»>faW.  he  gave  the  honourable  GcaUeBun  fa3c»- 
dit  for  the  purity  flt  his  motives  inpuWmg  *^  V»f^ 
He  could  not  (late  with  any  degree  of  cerjamty  whether  te 
luAl  honourablfc  Friend  would  be  able  to  attend  or  n<M  i  te 

hiShithertobeenabfent  from  want  of  health.  

Mr.  7atl*r  laid,  he  felt  the  importance  of  the.  tnatto;,  mfl 
the  propriety  of  the  prefence  of  the  ".^'^tno^^J^fe*™: 
nian  at  its  difcuffion  ;  and  therefore,  if  his  honouraUe  ¥aai 
ynxeA  his  motion,  he  Ihould  be  very  glad. 

KEWS-PAPER   BILL. 

The  Atiirtuj  General  then  moved  the  order  of  the  4^  lyf^ 
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the  newfpaper  biA,  which  was,  that  it  be  read  a  thinl  time. 
I^hc  order  Joeing  xead^     ..  ♦   '    •         ..  . 

He  muyed  that  this  hill  be  novr  tead  a  third  time.    * 
Mr.  Jekyll  fanit  Jie  thought  it  hia  duty  to  oppofe  tbe  third 
heading  of  his  bill  \  and  he  thought  it  fteceflary  to  fay  that  he 
-was  a^uated  HfK>n  tbiaHXcafion  wi(h  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  a  conAiimioQaljealouiy^  ^Y^ry  thing  that  appeared 
to  be  aaait^Vil^Q'the  liberty  df  the  prefs.     He  complU 
men  ted  tKe  AttorndJ^Gai^ral  for. the  candour  which  ufualty 
accocnp:(pied  hisp(ficial.condu6l|but  conceived  he  had  taken^ 
a  deluhve  view  of  the  eiFed  of  the  prefent  bill*    The  llberf^ 
of  the  prefs  y^as  in  its  nature  fo  delicate/  that  the  Houfe 
ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  befc«-e  they  alTented  to  any 
meafure  that  could  poffibly.  dimiriifti  thatinedimable  blefltng. 
It  was  now  upwards  of  a  century  fiisrce  any  thing  was  done 
to  touch  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.     Gentlemen  would  recoi- 
led the  abominable  jurifdidion  of  the  ftar  chamber,  and  the 
power  of  the  licenfer  of  the  prefs.     Gtotlemeu  woMld  ttoii^    « 
le6l  allby  that  fuch  abominable  jurifdiAion  was  c^trivcd  bf 
the  long  Parliament,  and  enforced  during  the  twadeteftaUe   v 
reigns  of  King  Charles  II.  and  King  James.    After  tfaci  it>*  • 
voluiioni  thele  regulations  continued  only  flx  yean  (*he  be- 
lieved an  end  wsis  put  to  them  in  the  jear  i6i^4.     It  appear-   • 
ed  that  more  than  a  century  had  now  elapfed  fmce  any  re« 
gulation  was  attempted  on  the  prefs.  .  Heknewjhe  Attorney- 
General  faid  that  this  was  r)ot  an  attack  oi>  the  liberty  of  die 
prefsi  but  was  only  a  regulation  of  the  prefs.     It  created  at 
lead  a  facility  in  profecutions  againft  the  prefs,  arid  that  of 
itfelf  was  an  objeaion  with  hiqn,  for  it  appeared  to  be  the 
commencement  of  a  fyftem  tending  to  deftroy  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs,  and  with  that  freedom,  all  public  libetty.'^'The 
cenforial  power  of  the  prefs  was  theigreat  guardian  of  Stitiih 
liberty,  and  a  celebrated  author  (Mr.  De  Lolme)  had  aiBgn*- 
cd  that  as  the  caufe  of  the  freedom  of  the  people  of  England. 
He  thought  that  this  bill  would  make  men  of  property  and 
refpcdability   retire  from  newfpapers  altogether,  and  they 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  of  defperate  fortune  and  low 
charader  ;  the  confequcnce  would  be'  an  increafe  inftead  of 
a  diminution  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs.     To  deftroy 
the  freedom  of  the  prefs  was  to  take  away  its  noble  fpirit,  and 
with  that  fptrit  all  its  virtue  ;  nothing  could  remain  but 
meannefs,  fervility,  and  vice,  and  licentioufnefs  would  in- 
creafe in  proportion  as  independence  was  diminififfed.  Newf- 
papers would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  dregs  of  the  people. 
Vol.11.  1798.  4R  wc 
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We  fliould  Iwve  band  bilU  on  brown  paper  every  day  ioftead 
of  an  ufefiil  and  well  regulated  newfpaper. — BefideSy  this 
bill  would  render  inaoeent  perfons  liable  to  profecafion 
merely' becaufe  they  were  proprietors,  although  they  had  no 
ihace  io  the  management  of  the  publication.  Upon  thefe 
grounds  he  was  bound  to  make  his  (land  and  oppofe  this  bill 
us  being  an4nfringement  upon  that  liberty  which  was  hand- 
ted  down  to  us  as  a  facred  blefling  by  our  aoceftors. 

The  Attorney  Gemral  faid,  that  his  obje£l  was,  and  fo  be 
txvfted  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be,  to  reftore  the 
liberty  of  the  prefef  in  contradiftindion  to»  and  in  diminu- 
tion of»  the  non-refponfible  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs ;  and 
it  was  becaufe  fome  perfons  were»  on  account  of  its  licoiti- 
^ufnefsy  lefs  attached  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  than  be 
wiftied  them  to  be  that  he  brought  in  this  bill.  The  tnie 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  this  ;  that  every  man  may  publtOi 
what  he  pleafes>  but  he  (hould  be  refponfible  to  the  public 
for  what  he  puUifhed.  Any  man  might  make  fair  and  fiee 
remarks  on  public  men  and  public  meafures,  and  fuch  men 
m^ht  carry  on  their  newfpapers  after  this  bill  pafled  as  well 
-  as  they  did  before  it  was  thought  of;  it  only  fecared  to  the 
^public  that  which  they>  had  a  right  to  call  for»  the  apfear- 
-ance  of  a  refponfible  party  in  a  Court  of  Jufiice  fo  as  to  be 
aaienable  to  law.  The  learned  Gentleman  had  faid  that  this 
bill  would  throw  newfpapers  into  the  hands  of  the  dregs  of 
the  people.  It  would  do  no  fuch  thing ;  it  had  for  its  objcA 
diat  they  (hould  not  continue  in  the  hands  of  the-dregs  of  the 
people,  and  perfons  who  were  not  vifible  to  the  perfoos 
whom  they  were  conftantly  calumniating  in  private  life  as 
well  as  in  public  charader-  He  had  fo  frequently  had  occa- 
fion  to  explain  liimfelf  upon  this  bill,  that  it  was  not  necef- 
iary  for  him  now  to  detain  the  Houfe  any  longer  upon  this 
fubjeA.  He  felt  perfonal  obligations  to  every  member  who 
had  given  his  attention  to  it.  He  could  now  only  fay,  it 
was  on*  the  principle  -of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  he  had 
brought  in  this  bill.  It  was  an  attempt  to  reftore  the  liberty 
of  the  prefcj  by  making  thofe,  wh^  injure  the  chara£lersof 
<ithers  in  newfpapers,  i^nfwerableierr  it  in  the  fame  way  that 
every  other  man  wasanfwerable. 

Sir  F.  Burditt  faid,  "  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  of  fo 

delicfUe  a  nature,  and  fo  important  of  that  fmall  .peiaion  of 

liberty  which  ftill  remains  to  the  country,  that  I  cannot  al- 

Jow  the  bill  befpre  the  Houfe  to  pafs,  without  giving  it  my 

pppofi^ion,  and^  dating  the  objedions  whjkh  prtocipaltj  oc- 

cux 
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cur  to  my  mind  upon  the  fubjed.  I  am  fo  decidedly  hoftUe 
to  the  genentl  principle  of  this  bill,  or  of  any  bill  infringing 
in  the  flighteft  degree  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs — a  bleu 
fing  I  am  the  more  jealous  of,  as  it  is  fo  peculiarly  our  own 
— -^and  I  am  at  the  fame  time  fo  convinced  that  the  prefs  at 
prefent  labours  under  greater  reftraint  than  is  neceilary  £at 
the  fupprefling  of  licentioufnefs,  or  even  than  is  confiAent 
with  perfcd  keedom,  that  I  (ball  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  by  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  bill,  but  content 
myfelf  with  generally  ftating  my  reafons  for  objefiing  to  it 
altc^ether.  I  am  the  more  alarmed  at  this  bill,  becaufe  it  ad- 
mits of,  and  has  met  with,  much  fpecious  argument  in  its 
fupport — fuch  was  all  that  train  of  reafoning  concerning  the 
neceflSty  of  fecuring  individuals  againft  the  (hafts  of  private 
calumny  ;  whitft  the  real  objed  lay  concealed— the  fuppref-* 
fing  of  thofe  free  animadverfions  upon  public  men  and  pub^ 
lie  condud,  which  is  the  only  check  we  now  have  upon  our 
rulers,  and  which  controuls  in  feme  degree  the  adions  of 
the  moft  depraved  of  mankind.  **  Atidivit^  Tiiertus^  frohra 
queis  hierabiterj  atque  perculfus  efl ;"  and  which  is  the  only 
prop  we  have  left  |o  fudain  the  tottering  fabric  of  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

Sir,  this  meafure  comes  from  the  King's  Attorney- General 
— a  quarter  from  whence  any  meafure  which  proceeds,  more 
cfpecially  one  touching  the  liberty,  of  the  prefs,  (hould  by 
£ngli(hmen  be  beheld  with  an  eye  of  jealous  fufptcion — a 
rock,  fays  Lord  Bacon,  fpeaking  of  that  fituation  (and  he,  I 
take  ft,  was  no  ill  judge  of  thefe  matters),  upon  which  every 
tirttie  ofliumanity  has  fo  frequently  fplit.  It  is,  therefore, 
the  offspring  of  a  very  doubtful  parent,  u(hered  into  the 
world  under  mofl  unfavourable  aufpiees,  and  introduced  at  a 
time  rendering  it  particularly  an  objeft  of  well-founded  fuf- 
picion  ;  for,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  in  which  it  might  rear- 
fqiiably  be  fuppofed  Government  would  be  defirous  of  keep- 
ing Its  condoA  from  public  inveftigation,  the  prefent  mo- 
ment is  that  very  time.  I  do,  therefore.  Sir,  regard  this  bill» 
on  every  account,  on  account  of  its  general  principle,  on  ac- 
count of  (he  fonrce  from  whence  it  fprings,  on  account  of 
the  circumftances' under  which  it  is  brought  forward,  as  de- 
manding our  moft  vigilant,  earneft  and  anxious  attention. 

Sir,  the  law  is  already  armed  with  more  than  power  fuffi- 

'  ^icnt  for  punifhing  the  errors  and  reftraining  the  exceifes  of 

the  prefs ;  but  a  government  aiming  at  tyrafnny  will  never 

thihk  the  prefs  enough  under  controuU  until  it  is  able  to 

commH  every  outrage  without  the  fear  of  reproach.    To 

4Ra  commit 
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commit  injtuftice  without  hearing  of  it,  is  the  grand  dtfidirmhnn 
ind  kcy-ftonc  of  tyranny;  and  thus  every  Government  aim- 

*  ing  atthat  ohjeS,  never  faibto  complain  bitterly  of  the  licen- 
-  tioufnefs  of  the  Prtfs,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  corainf;  at  thoTe 

perfons,  the  proprietors  of  ipublic  prints,  who,  if  not  venal,  are 

narked  out  as  its  vi&iitis* 

\:Sir»  a  good  Govermnent,  a  free  Government,  has  nothing 

*  to  apprefaendyand  every  thing  to  hope,  frotn  the  Liberty  of  th6 
'  Ifrefs : 'it  refleds  a  luftre  upon  ail  its  afiions,  and  foflers  every 

ivirttie.  Botdefpotifm  courts  ;ifaade  and  obicurityl:  it  cbe^ds 
/the  (crutinizing  eye  of  liberty.     The  Freetlora  of  the  Prcfs, 

»'\«hiob pries  into  its  fecret  recefles,  difcovers  it. in  its lut king- 
hoiei>  and  drags  it  forth  to  public  deteftation.     Sir,  if  atyran- 

.•tnically  difpoicd  prince,  fupported  by  an  unprincipled,  profli- 
gate fininfi^,  backed  by  a  notoriouily  corrupt  parliament^  was 
tocaft  atipat  for  meanfr  to  fecnce  fudi  a  triple  tyranny,  I  know 
of  no  fncans  he  could  devife  io  effcfiual  for  that  purpofe  as  the 
t>ill  now  on  your  table. 

'  Sir^that  great  man,  with  whom  the  mini fter  (cemsto  be 
condemned  to  form  a  Ahking  and  everlafting  contrail — his 
jiither — great  let  me  call  him/,  for  his  memory  I  (hall  ever 
jevere-*<-?for  he  was  a  true  friepd  to  the  liberies  of  his  conncry 
*^-Sir,  be  has  left  his  opinion  rupon  this  fobj^d,  for  the  good  of 

.  biaoodntfy,  upon  record.  When  preiTed,  by  the  fycophants 
of  power  of  bis  time,  to  allow  a  meafure  of  this  nature  to  be 
^foug^cntD  parliament  under  his  adminiftration— when  m]gcd 
ta  it  en'  the  fcore  of  fupprefling  the  cakunitJes  which,  he  wis 
toU^'ifiuedfrom  the  preis  ^gainfi  his  own  reputation^-'*  No  T* 

*  faid  he,  with  a  dignity  of  foul  that  charadierized  the  man ; 
^^  the  prefsy  like  the  air,  is  a  chartered  libertine/*     But,  Sir,  it 

)  fasms  the  puny  chaftity  of  the  fon's  character  will  rx>t  admit 
of  Any  ItbeJtine  excels.  His  notions  of  pul^lic  good  are  dif- 
ferent from  thoTeof  his  great  progenitor. 

Sir^  the  piefent  Mintfters  are  in  the  habit  of  fearing  as  into 
a  (bpport/ot.^heir  meafures,,  by  holding  out  to  us  the  dread  c^ 

"  ravoIutioQ)  whitft  themfelves  are  the  greateft  revoiutionifis, 
fheonly  .Tevoltdonidsi  from  whom  we  have  any  thing  to^ 

'  prehend-.'^'-fiom  '^bom 'we^have  fuf&red  much,  and  have  flill 
lifKMre  tb'dread.  Sir,  they  have  nearly. completed  a  great  revo- 
lution, not  an  favour  of,  butagainft  itberty.  Need  I  remind 
^fou,  Sir;of  the  unconflittitional  meafures  (for  this  is  only  one 
of  many)  they  are  daily  introducing  into  this  Houfc?  Need! 
mention  ^e  wicked  pra£lices  which  prevail,  which  have  arifen, 
aiul  been  matured,  under  this  adminifl:ration*~-contiary  to  die 
(^d  laWSy  cuftoms  and  ufages  of  this  once  free  and  happy 
"••*  country? 
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ifsoantry  ?— Sir,  there  is  one  enormity  which*  has  lb  freqnently 
excited  my  difguft  and  indignation,  that  I  cannot  forbear  men- 
tioning it  upon  this,  and  indeed  I  ftiail  be  careful  to  men* 
tion  it  upon  every  occaiion.  It  is  the  infamous  praAicei  by 
Tvhich  the  whole  Law  of  Imprifonment  is  altered,  of  fending 
men  to  thofe  baOiles  which  difgrace  the  face  of  the  country^^ 
thofe  private  prifons  where,  under  the  pretence  of  reguhtions* 
punifliments  are  inflifted  upon  men,  as  illegal  as  they  are  cmel 
and  unjuft.  And  what  are  thefe  regulations  as  they  are 
calfed  i  To  keep  men  in  difmai,  heart-fickening  folitiide-^to 
feed  them  upon  bread  and  water,  and  that  fcantily  too — to  doom 
them  to  hard  labour,  an  indefinite  term,  exatSed  by  Aripes,  at 
the  will,  perhaps  at  the  brutal  caprice,  of  a  mercilefs  jailor  i— 
If  this  is  not  tyranny,  I  fhould  be- glad  to  fee  any  man  ibiid 
up  in  this  Houfc,  and  define  what  tyranny  is.  Why,  Sir,  it  is 
patural  for  fuch  a  Government  to  complain  of  the  licentioul^ 
ne(s  of  the  Prefs.  Sir,  this  is  part  of  that  revolution  which 
has  been  brought  about,  and  which  the  prefent  biJi  goes  to 
fecure — the  feeds  of  which  were  (own  as  early  as  the  accef* 
fion  of  the  prefent  King  to  tiie  throne — ^the  cfk£t%  of  which 
the  great  Lord  Chatham  wifely  forefaw,  and  boldly  finv* 
warned  his  country  :  but.  Sir,  unhappily,  minillerial  artifice 
and  corruption  blended  the  nation  then,  as  it  does  now ;  and 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear  it  will  end,  as  that  great 
fiatefman  foretold,  in  the  fubveriion  of  our  oM  free  Confti- 
tution,  and  in  the  eflablifhmcnt  of  a  German  Government. 
\Vhen  I  fay  a  German  Government,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  mere  tci'm  of  invediive ;  for  I  fiimly  believe 
^here  is  a  plan  for  governing  this  country,  not  aax)rding  to  itS/ 
old  liberal  maxims  as  eftabhfhed  at  the  revolution,  but  accord* 
lAgto  a  new  fyftem,  or  rather  to  a  renovated  fyftem,  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  liberty  and  of  juftice.  Sir,  the  jninifter 
proceeds  warily,  and  with  caution,  in  the  execution  of  his  plan : 
he  never  attempts  to  add  another  link  to  the  chain,  until  the 
preceding  one  is  riveted  firmly  upon  us.  It  behoves  us  to  have 
no  lefs  circumfpe&ion,  to  counterad  his  defjgn.  Above  all,  it 
behoves  us  to.  keep  the  prefs  free — to  watch  it  with  all  the 
anxiety  which  a  lover  beftows  upon  his  miflrefs*^to  be  fearful 
icA  the  breath  of  heaven  fliould  vifit  her  face  too  rudely— to 
he  a  little  blind  to  her  faults,  and  exceedingly  kind  to  her  vir- 
tues-^hut,  at  all  events,  not  to  fu&r  the  fiighteft  attack  upon 
her  perfon. 

Sir,  this  bill  appears  to  me  the  more*  dangerous,  becanfe  it 
does  not,  9t  firft  fight,  and  upon  a  fuperficial  view  of  it,  pre* 
i^ni  thofe  traits  of  harfhncfs  and.feverity  which  cicate  di(guft 
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and  alarm.  A  direA,  open,  violent  attack  upon  the  Liberty 
of  the  Prefsycven  in  the  adual  fervHe  condition  of  the  public 
mind,  might  poflibly  roufe  fome  degree  of  energy  and  fpiHt 
to  oppofe  it :  but  this  meafure  laps  and  undermines  ;  and, 
ffcm  not  wearing  the  garb  of  violence^  Uke  the  Glent  lapfe 
of  tune,  is  (o  much  the  more  certain  in  its  effeS;  But  I  do 
.Iiope  and  trull  my  countrymen  (liH  retain  enough  of  that  old 
ptatn  Englifh  common  fenfe,  not  to  recHve  as  food  that 
^hich  'will  inevitably  be  converted  into^ifon. 

Sir,  feeing  in  this  meafure  themoftextennve  miichief,  and 
ao  adequate  good  poffiUe  to  refult  from  it — relyine  apon  the 
good  fenfe,  (pirit  and  well-founded  jealoufy  of  our  forefatbers 
upon  this  fubjed,  exprefled  in  all  their  adions,  and  in  the 
words  of  many  of  the  wifcA  and  greateft  amongft  tbem — I 
ihall  be  content  to  guide  my  conduct  upon  this  occafion  by 
iheir  judgment,  and  confequeotly  fhall  give  my  vote  againft  a 
bill  touching  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  deriving  its  orfgia 
from  the  Attorney  General  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  he  was  not  at  all  furprifed  that  a  gentle^ 
ttatn  who  confidercd  every  meafure  of  Oovernmerit  takeOy 
he  woutd  fay  for  the  pr^fervation  of  liberty,  as  hoftile  to 
freedom  ihould  oppofe  this  bill ;  but  he  hoped  the  HoufewouM 
not  be  fo  far  mifled  as  to  forget  what  this  bill  was.  It  wm 
Boti  in  his  opinion,  pbffible  for  any  man,  who  tooked  at  this 
bill  coolly,  to  think  it  had  any  tendency  againft  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs.  He  would  aft,  was  there  any  thiiig  in  the  bill 
that  had  the  fmallef)  tendency  to  making  that  <^mina}» 
which  wafs  not  by  the  law  of  the  land  criminal  already  ?  Did 
'It  vary  the  manner  in  which  libels  were  to  be  tried  ?  As  to 
fhe  tyranny  of  adminiftration  againft  the  liberty  of  the  prefs^ 
he  conceived,  that  if  ever  there  .was  an  adminiftration  ifaJt 
lleferved  a  contrary  defcription,  the  prefent  was  that  admins 
ilration.  Was  it  forgotten  how  they  fupported  the  bill  of  a 
fight  horn  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  whom  he  did  not  fee  in  his 
jpTace,  for  enlaf^ging  the  power  of  juries  ?  This  bill  was  only 
to  prevent'  the  evafions  of  the  jproprictors  of'  newfpapett, 
from  being  ^hfwerable  for  what  appeared  In  their  papier*. 
They  were  always  anfweraWe  by  law,  and  this  was  only4o 
compel  them  to  come  forward,  and  abide  thb  event  of  a  fair 
trial  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  Tliis  was  hot  only^the  latr  df 
Eng^and,*but  was  alfo  the  law  of  all  countries,  uiider  allC*- 
vemment$^  ever  fince  the  prefs  was  invented.  Thi«  bill 
faid  nothing  whether  a  man  fhouid  be  deemed  gulRy  of  no#. 
It  onTy  provided  that  he  fcould  fcome.  forward  and  fianB  trial* 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  hpird  notliing  in  favour  ,of  this  biU 
that  in  the  leaft  tended  to  ch^f^gc  his  opinion,  which  was — 
That  it  w^s  bad  in  principle.  The  right  hon.  Gontleman 
faid,  there  was  nothing  in  this  bill  made  criminal  that  was 
not  fg  before :  if  fo,  he  I};iouId  be  glad  to  know  what  was  the 
vkk  of  the  bill  ?  Government  pretended  that  they  could  not 
find  refponfible  men  about  newfpapers  ;  but  that  was  a  mere 
pretence.  They  faid  they  could  not  find  the  editor  of  7^ 
Courur-^  but  that  was  not  true — there  was  always  a  refpon- 
fible pcrfon  concerned  in  that  paper,  and  his  name  and  addrefs 
muft  be  at,  the  Stamp  OfEc^ — -The  bill,  as  originallj 
broi^ht  in,  made  every  pcrfqn  who  had  a  \fliare  in  a  oewf- 
paper,  equally  liable  to  profecution  with  its  conductor,,  but 
the  monftrous  abfurdity  of  that  Anick  every  body,  and  it  was 
altered ;  if  it  had  not,  (hares  that  had  been  bou^t  for  twro 
hundred  pounds  would  not  have  fold  for  two-pence.  He 
oppofed  that  part  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  altered.  The  firft 
obje£lo.f  the  bill,  he  believed,  was  (fuch  certainly  would  have 
been  the  effed  of  it)  to  throw  all  the  newfpapers  of  tkis 
.country  into  the  hands  of  Government.  Such,  he  was  afraid, 
wouM  ftill  be  the  effedt  of  it.  Perfiftlng  in  tt\is  meafuxiB 
only  ptoved  therie  was  a  fyfienuitic  defign  toput  ;in end  to tbfs 
liberty  of  the  prefs  altogether.  The  vifible  publifho'  of  n 
Bewfpaper  had  always  been  conOderod  as  the  perfon  wh0 
<w«5  anfwerable  in  a  Court  of  Juftiqe  ;  but  now  a  diSerent 
plan  was  adopted.  He  objeded  to  that ;  there  where  manjr 
who  contributed  to  the  publication  of  very  eKellent  work% 
chat  were  extremely  ufeful  to  the  public,  and  yet  Who  had 
good  reftfons  for  cencealing  their  names  ;  and  what  was  the 
-harm  of  that  concealment  ?  There,  would  always  be  a  pui»- 
liihereafily  brought  forward  to  anfwer  all  the  purpoies.of 
fecurity  for  what  was  publi(hed«  He  then  preceded  to  flieir 
Ihat  this  bill  tended  to  do  away  the  fpiritof  Mr*  Eoi'sbilL; 
and  alio  that  parts  of  this  bill  were  inconfiftent  withx  each 
cKher ;  SHi4  laftly,  he  objeded  to  it,  becauie  it  r«ver(ed  tkife 
order  of  judicial  proceedings,  by  caftiog  the  ^ftus^  the  pec* 
foD  accufed,  ioftead  of-the  accofing  party*  ^    .    - 

The  S^iidtor  Gemrai  faid,  the  hon.  Gentlemaff  did  I30t4liv- 
derftand  the  bill.  •  It  was  meant  originally  that  aU  pfroppetORi 
of  Pappr«  (tiould  be  included,  but  upon  reprefenH^tiom  beiif; 
made  to  his  learned  Friend,  he  had  altered  his  iatentioQr  Oei)r 
llemen  indulged  themfelves  io  infmuatiqns  that  ppvemqi^eiic 
were  deftroying  the  Conftitution  of  thecoaiiury,(  after  thielan- 
gii9ge  that  had  been  held  in  that  Houfe,  he  mould  leai^e  it  to 

(he 
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ibt  Houfe  tp  determine  to  whom  that  charge  could  be  bkrtj 
applied.  The  Solicitor  General  then  alliided  to  the  paragraph 
in  the  Cmrier  refpc6ling  French  prironers^  which  he  (aid  was 
one  of  the  moft  atrocious  and  abominable  libels. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  EditDi*  of  a 
Kewfpaperi  if  he  could  proVe  that  the  obje^iodable  paragraph 
bad  been  taken  from  a  French  Paper,  fhoiild  be  liable  to  the 
penalties  ena£ted  by  the  bill  i 

The  Solicitor  General  replied,  thiftt  it*  the  pabgraph  contaiif^ 
ed  a  libel  of  that  atrocious  nature  which  went  to  bring  into 
contempt  his  Majefty^s  peHbn  and  government,  the  Editor  of 
the  .Newfpaper  publiAiing  fuch  libel,  ibould;  no  doabt,  be 
liable  to  the'pcnalties  in  the  bill,  whether  he  proved  that  be 
took  it  from  a  French  Newfpaper  or  not* 

Mr.  ff^gley  contended,  that  the  principle  introduced  in  the 
prefent  bill  was  far  difierent  from  that  of  the  a£t  that  already 
exifted. 

Mr.  fFilberforet  could  not  help  expreffing  the  firongcft  dtf- 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent  biH  was  op- 
pofed,  and  of  the  language  and  tone  into  which  that  cppofitioii 
'bad  been  exprefied.     He  felt  particularly  (hocked  at  the  hir- 

Sage  ufed  by  an  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Burdet)  and  be 
t  the  more  fore  at  the  intemperance,  as  from  the  very  iibeWI 
principles  ufually  maintained  by  that  hon.  Baronet,  he  was 
likely  to  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  a  large  dafs  of  the  comsnani- 
ty.  After  the  extreme  folicitude  which  the  hon.  Baronet  bciray- 
ed  concerning  the  nature  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  bat  be  fur*' 
.pMti  at  his  Capricious  and  irregular  attendance,  wbeo  the  bill 
wasdiicuiTed  in  its  other  ftages,  and  where  the  hon«  BaRmet 
might  have  more  properly  ofiered  his  obje£lions,  and  whete 
they  might  be  more  eafily  removed.  Thefe  obje&ions,  there- 
fore, and  the  glowing  language  with  which  they  vera  en^ 
forced,  mull  b^  intended  to  have  their  influence  and  operatioa 
elfewhere  than  in  that  Houfe.-  It  was  with  diftrefs  and  aoguifli 
of  mind  he  was  compelled  to  make  thefe  pbfervationsi  but  he 
.was  ftill  nx>re>di{lreifel  at  the  language  he  had  heard,  the  inif- 
chievoos  tendency  of  which  has  neceflarily  called^them  forth. 

Mr.  Robert  Thertiton  faid,  that  no  reafonable  precaucioa 
Ihould  be  omitted  to  curb  the  licencioufnefs  of  the  Prefs.  We 
have  w'(tnefie4  the  horrors  of  the  Revolution  in  FKihce,  and 
we  have  now  to  deplore  (imilar  horrors  from  the  Rebellioo  that 
tages  m  Ireland.  But  what  has  been  their  principaPfburce? 
Was  it  noc  a  fcandalous  and  abominable  abufe  of  the.  Ubenr  oC 
diePrefsi  He  ieldom  rofe  to  trouble  the. Houfe,  and  if  he 
now  fpoke  with  warmth,  it  was  becaufe  he  was  deeply  cqd«» 
'.-f  .  C  .  *   cerned 
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ccrncd  at  the  language  that  had  fallen  from  certain  Gentlemen 
this  night,  particularly  from  an  hon.  Baronet.  :He  hoped, 
however,  that  they  meant  well ;  but  if  thev  did,  their  fenti-«i 
mcnts  differed  very  widely  indeed  from  his.  He  was  forry  they 
did  not  attend  to  the  ferious  comple£tion  of  the  times.  *fhe 
times  were  afarming  indeed,  and  fu£cient  to  inake  even  thd 
flones'to  fpeak. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  tbinj 
time,  and  ;igrc^dttounrhdurikdivi(ion. 

Mr.  ShctLlM "propofcd  to  amend  the  biH^  by  leaving  out  tho 
two  claUfes  whicb.puni(hcd»..as  libe]lous»  aay  extra^tfhat 
were  pretended  to  be^madc,  or  wcte  really  made,  from  French 
Newfpapers,  if  they  had  a  tendency  to  bririg  into  contempt  the 
perfon  and  government  of  his  Majefty.  This  amendment  he 
propofed,  becavife  the  claufes  appeared  to  him  to  be  uMefs.' 

The  Ammey  General  faid,  that  he  had  m^turely.conftdered 
every  ckiufe  of  the  bill,  and  could  not  bring  himiclf  to  think 
that  any  of  them  were  ufelcfs. 

Mr.Serjcant /A&zr,  the  SoSchir  Gemrai,  znd  Mr,  S/he^fiar 
Douglas^  oppofed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  y^f// and  Mr.  77rrwry  fupported  it.     . 

Mr.  Tlerhny  particularly  adverted  to  the  hsirdftiips  to  which 
Ae -Proprietors  of  Country  Newspapers  would  be  expofed  by 
the  prefent  bill ;  they  were- well  known  to  copy  their  foreign 
inlelHgence  frotti  the  London  Newfpapers,  nor  was  it  in  theit 
power  to  prodtee  the  original  journal  from  which  that  intelli- 
gence m^hr  be  extrafted. 

Mr.  Sberidetn  perfevered  in  obfcrving,  that  if  the  Attorney 
General  woirid  but  take  thofe  claufes  into  more  mature  coti« 
-fideration,  hiseandoirr  would  no  doubt  incline  him  to  relin- 
quiihthemi  He  would,  therefore^  move  that  the  debate  ob 
this  queftion  iie  now  adjourned.  ^     . 

This  motiotf  was'  oppofed  by  the  Attorney  Gmer^l  atkl 
Mr.  Ryder f  and  the  queftion  being  put  upon  it,' the  Hoofo 
difvided'^** 

!i.    .      '    jiyfs  .  •  •  •    •     9         .-    • 

*:  •  '  Sus  *  .  <*  •       44;     ,.    .  •" 

Majorkj    -         *       3!? 

The  Bai  was  then  pafled,  and<>rd6re4  to^  fsot  to  ^ 
Loids.  ' 

Mr,  6{dttr  mtimatckl  his  intention  to  move  that  the  ftaitdiM 
order^  eitckiding  ftitegets  from  the  gallery  ftioald. be  enforced 
rbe  next^day,  inien  Mr.  Sheridan's  motigo  i^fpeftin^  Ii^laod 
was  to  come  on. 

Vol.11.  1793.  4S  SeiM 
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•  Several  relalurions  rcfpefting  Scot$  Diftillerics  were  moved 
hj- Mr.  Jbouglas  in  a  G}mmittee  of  the  Whole  Houfe,  and  the 
I'epori  orHered  to  be  received  the  next  day, 
V  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Toornton^  for  fi^oing  into  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Slave  Trade  Reftraining  Bill,  General  TarUtTn 
inoved  thtft  the  Itoufe  be  counledy  and  there  being  only  eleven 

*  Mendbers  prefent,  an  adjournment  took  place  of  courfc. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  14. 

The  feveral  bills  before  the  Houfe  weie  forwarded  in  tfaezr 
refpeftive  ftages. 

Among  thefe,   was  the  commitment  of  the  Mifdemeanosr 
Cofts  Bill  ;  and  Lord  ff^utfingham  having  taking  the  chair. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  called  the  attention  of  the  Lord(h'^  im 
the  provifions  of  the  bill,  particularly  to  that  which  reftrided 
the  payment  of  cofts  to  cafes  decided  at  the  connty  affixes-- 
this  reftriAion,  bethought  highly  improper:  The  provifions 
of  the  bill  (hould  extend  to  profecutions  decided  upon  ^ 
Quarter  Seffions>  &c.  He  pointed  out  to  the  Committee 
the  many  inconveniences  which  would  arife  to  the  public, 
by  the  meafure  of  confining  the  payment  of  coft  to  cafes  de- 
cided at  the  afiizes ;  and  concluded  by  propoGng  an  arocod- 
ment  which  obviated  this  objefiion,  viz.  To  leave  out 
that  part  of  the  firft  paragraph,  beginning  with  the  words, 
**  His  Majefty's,'*  and  ending  with  «  Goal  delivery,"  and 
infertlng  in  the  room  .thereof  **  The  Court."  His  Lord* 
ibip  .aw  added,  that  the  bill  involved  fome  points  wbkh 
require  a  very  mature  deliberation.  In  this  view,  be 
thougiu  it  would  be  better  to  poftpone  the  bill  for  the  pcefimt 
fefiion.;  and  intimated  hi^  intention  on  a  future  ftage  of  the 
bill)  to  oiove  to  defer  its  coniideration  for  fix  weeks.  In  cafe 
the  Houfe  (hould  agree  with  him  in  that  point,  he  thought  it. 
would  be  advifeible  to  circulate  copies  of  the  bill  throudi  tbe 
feveral  counties,  in  order  that  the  opinions  of  diofe  nioS  con- 
verfant  on  the  fubjeA  naighl  be  takoiu 

His  Lordihip  then  moved  bis  amendment  as  above  flated^ 
and  on  the  quedion  being  put*      *'  .  ■ 

T4i«  Earl  0/  Carnarvon  pbfervedi  that  he  agreed  in  what 
bad  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  One  provifi<|n 
.  in  the  bill  he  was  particularly  hoftik  to»  that  which  ordered 
the  payqient  of  the.cofts  ta  he  madd^  l»y  the  Treafurer  of  the 
county.  This  regulation  he  deemed  unjufi— firft,  becaufe  4$ 
tbe  publit  would  be  benefited  by  it»  tbe  expence  fbould  be  dc< 

-  .  frayed 
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firayed  by  the  public  treafury  ;  and,  fecpndly,  b^caufe,  by  pay*. 
hig  them  out  of  the  county  rates,  the  burihen  would  fall  ^^ 
dufively  upon  the  landholders.  It  was  his  intention  to  hava 
propofed  an  amendment  to  this  effed }  but  at  the  learned  Lord 

f^ropofed  to  move  to  defer  the  oonfideratioa  of  the  whole  meA*r 
ure  to  a  future  SefTion,  fuch  a  proceediog  on  his  part  was 
rendered  unncccffary. 

The  amendment  propofed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  tbea 
agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  the  Houfe  refuming,  the  . 
Report  was  ordered  be  received  the  next  day. 

A  bill  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Hobart  from  the  Houfe  of. 
Commons,  to  enable  his  Majcftv  to  make  a  certain  proviCon , 
for  Subaltern  Officers  in  the  Militia  in  time  of  peace.     Al(o, 
7  bill  to  authorize  the  Manufa£ture  of  Gold  below  a  certain 
fiandard. 

Two  private  bills  were  brought  v>P$  which,' with  the  others, 
being  read  a  ^xfi  time,  the  Hovife  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thurspay,  Jung  14. 

Mr. //iiar/ brought  up  the  reports  of  the  Gommittees  of 
Supply*  and  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  preceding  day.  Tl\e 
refolutions  were  read  and  agreed  tq. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  infprmed  the  Houfe,  their  Lord* 
ihips  had  agreed  to  feveral  bills. 

Lord  iTifi/^  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Freeholders  and 
others  of  the  county  of  Stirling,  fetttng  forth  the  defire  of  the 
petitioners  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  Government,  to'ihew  the 
eoemy  the  refources  of  Great  Britain  ;  iuggefting  the  propriety 
of  impofing  a  direft  tax  on  all  property,  real  and  perfonal,  and 
praying  that  a  bill  may  bp  brought  into  Parliament  for  that 
purpofe.     Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rsfe  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  the  next  day  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  of  the 
daty  of  (lamp  upon  all  vpllum,  parchment  and  paper ;  and  on 
the  certificates  on  lice'nces  for  wearing  hair  powder'.    Ordered, 

The  bill  for  the  adminifiratioliiof  afiets  in  cafes  of  probates 
being  granted  to  execu«>rs  abroadi  &c.  was  read  a  third  tim^ 
ai)d  paiTed. 

The  bill  for  impoGng  a  duly  of  Twopenny  Scots  upon 
every  pint  of  ale^  &€•  in  Edinburgh  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pa£Gsd*  ,  ' 

4S  a  -  Mr. 
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*  Mr.  ^aicr  then  moveds  that  the  (landing  order  reladve  us^ 
fb(  the  exclufion  of  fttangers  he  read ;  which  bcino|  done» 
ftmigers  werie  ordered  to  withdraw,  which  they  did  101-' 
ijacdiatcly, 

Af  ftrangcrs  were  withdrawing^  Mr.  jtiiot  obfcrved,  that  if 
this  order  c?  the  Houfe  was  to  be  enforced^  it  ought  to  be  done 
cfie^ally.  If  any  Newfpaper,  then,  fhould  prefume  to  publiib 
any  part  of  that  night's  debate  on  the  date  of  Ireland,  it  was 
His  opinion  that*  it  would  become  the  Houie  to  take  notice  of 
ft,  as  a  high  breach  of  their  pivileges, 

Mr.  Sheridan  then,  after  a  very  able  fpeech  of  an  hoar  zni 
A  quarter,  moved,  as  we  underftand,  for  a  Comnlittee  of  Ea- 
Gtiiry  into  the  caufes  which  produced  the  prefent  rebeliioa  in 
Ireland. 

The  motion  was  ably  fupported  by  Lord  George  Caomdifi>^ 

General  Fiizpatrick^  Mr.  ^.  Smithy  Mr.  Tiernej^  and  Mr. 

Nicbdils  ;  and  oppofed  by  Meffrs.  Dundas^  Cannirz,  Lawreacs^ 

and  Mr.  fVlndham  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  then  divided* 

jfyes^         -  ^         -     .     -.  -         43 

Noes^      -        -        •         *  ^         155 

MajorUy     -     -     -      116 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  the*  following-  Addrefg,  with  a 
view  to  its  being  recorded  on  the  Journals : 

l^hat  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefent ed  to  his  Majefiy,  to  fubiait  ow  opi- 
liion  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  deplorable  ftate  of  Ireland  calls  (braa  inme- 
diate  and  total  change  of  councils  and  roeafures  in  that  kingdom:  (bat  if 
the  fyftem  of  coercion,  enforced  ia  the  manne^it  has  been,  fhooU  focreed 
to  the  full,  extent  of  the  moft  fanguine  expc^tiont  of  thofe  who  have  ad* 
yi(ed  it,  the  conqueft  of  a  defart  is  all  that  can  be  obtained  by  it  \  and  that 
Iftland,  fo  reduced  and  fo  desolated,  can  no  way  be  preferved  but  by  a 
continued  wafte  of  the  wealth  and  (Irength  of  Great  Britain;  for  wkkh  09 
other  return  from  that  country  can  be  rationally  expt£led,  but  imphcahic 
hatred,  waiting  for  revenge :— Thnt  if  thefe  mcafures  fail,  the  fofiht&ty  oi 
which  no  wife  Government  would  leave  out  of  its  calculation,  In.iaiid  wiU 
not  merely  be  loft,  but  may  become  an  acceflion  to  the  power  of  Fraacc, 
and,  England  be  expofed  to  the  ilTue  of  a  conteft,  on  EngliflxgiroiiBd,  not 
for  acquificioa  or  dominion,  but  probably  for  exiftt^nces 

We  fhould  fail  in  the  duty  we  have  undertaken.  If  we  did  not,  t!  th^ 
fame  time,  exprefa  to  your  Majefty  our  abibhite  convi^ioo,  ihat  no  change 
of  fyftem  in  Ireland  would  be  efTeAuaJ  to  its  purpuTe,  wfrbout  a  removal 
of  thofe  perfons,  whofe  councils  have  piioduce^l  th»  prefent  cilamities, -and 
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who  cannot  in  realbo  be  coniaJered  at  capable  of,  oorre^iing  th^  amt 
errorsi  or  of  attempting  it-with  (^ncerity ;  and  whi>re.paft  coodinSti  botk  ift 
prance  and  profeilion,.  rendci  it  impoflible  for  thexn)  even  ,wfre  tbey  4)9 
a£l  on  a  fincefe  convi£tion  of  paft  error,  to  raift  aa  cxpeAation  in  Iireund» 
of  fiKh  a  Governmenry  on  temperate  prlnciplevj^  at  might  difpcfe  ihttn  all 
to  fubmit  to  the  regular  and  indifpeniible  reftraintt  of  juftice  admiiiiftered 
sccording  to  kw  or  even  to  acc.ept  of  coaoeffiona  vvuhoat  diftnift,  or  of 
benefits  with  gratitude.  v  .   - 

Nothing  in  our  opinion^,  but  a  total  change  of  men,  at  Wellas  of  ^M'* 
fure««  can  prevent  the  other  wife  certain  alienation,  imdioMrc  tban  j 
xeparationt  of  that  country  from  Qreat  Britain* 

It  was  negativied  without  a  diviiiom 

Mr*  Pitt  \  as  not  prefent  at  the  debate. 

Adjourned  at  half  paft  twelve. 


LIST  OF  THE  MINORTTy^ 
On  Mr.  SheuDan*s  Motion,  relative  to  Irehnd,  on  ThurlHaj^ 
June  149  1798. 
Wilfiam  Baldwin,  Efq. 
George  Barclay,  Efq. 
Jofeph  Fofter  Bid  ham,  Efq. 
Sir  Francis  Bering,  Bart. 


Robert  Buidulph,  Efq. 
Hon.  Edward  Bouverit, 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bt. 
lit.  Hon.  Lord  George  A.  H:  Canndtll^ 
Thonias  William  Coke,  Efq, 
'William  Colhoun,  Efq. 
Alderman  Combe 
Hori.  Lionel  Darner 
William  Jofeph  Denifon,  Efq. 
Sir  M.  Brdwne  Folket ,  Bu 
James  Hare,  Efq.  / 

Sir  Chnltopher  Hawkins,  Bt. 
William  Hufley,  Efq. 
Najhanicl  Jcifery?,  Efif. 
Jofeph  JekyH,  Efq. 
Jervoiie  Clerke  Jervoife,  Efq. 
Ilichard  Payne  Knight,  £fq/ 
French  l^amxtn^,  £^«' 


^^aIton• 
Bridport. 
Stockbridge. 
Calne. 
Herefoi  dfliire,  CountM* 
Korthampton. 
Boroughbridge« 
Derby/hire,  County* 
Norfolk,  County. 
Bediorda 
Londdn,  City. 
Feterboroogha 
Camelford* 
K!ii^*s  Lynn, 
l&ardborovglu 
^t.  Michael. 
Saliibury. 
Coventry* 
Calne. 

Varmouth".  ' 

Ludlow. 
Peterborov^ht  * 

Jimir 
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James  Martin,  Efq. 
Sir  William  MondauntMBder,  Bt. 
'     John  Nic1idP»,  Etq, 

Henry  Pea  fe,  Efq. 
'    George  Porter,  Efq. 

*  Sir  William  Pulteney^  BU 
'  Hon.  George  Rawdon 

Jdirph  Richardlba,  Efq. 

*  Right  Hon^  Lord  John  Hiiflfclly 

'   Right  Hon.  Lord  WilHam  Rufiel, 

|Ioiu  $t.  Andrew  St.  John 

Richard  Brinfley  Sheridatr,  Efq, 

Georgq  Sbum>  Efq.**'      - 

William  Smith,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Robert  Spencer  ^ 

Charles  Sturt,  Efq. 

General  Tarleton» 

Adfchael  Angelo  Taylor^  Efq. 

Hon.  John  TuFron 
\  Hon.  George  Walpole  ' 

Charles  Callis  Wefteri^  Efq. 

TBLLfiRf* 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick 
George  Ticmey,  Eq. 


RBPORTS.  j[Ln»t> 

Tewkflniry. 
York,  City. 
Trcgony. 

Kortballeftoo. 

Stockbridge. 

Shrewlbury. 

Lincoln. 

Htwpott* 

Tariflock. 

Sorry^  County. 

Bedferdihire»  CenMy^ 
'  Stafford. 

Honiton. 

Sodbory.  - 
Wareham* 

Bnd|K>rt. 

Liverpool. 

Aldeht^rgH* 

Af»pkby., 

Derby. 

Maiden.  ^ 

Tavjftock. 
Southwack. 


PROTEST 


AGAINST   THE    LAND    TAX   BILL. 

The  following  Proteft  has  been  entered  upon  the  Journab 
of  the  Houfe  of  I^ords  againd  the  bill  paflTed  on  Tuefday  tlie 
lath  inft.  entituled — <*  An  A&.  for  making  perpetual,  fub* 
*<  ]e&,  to  reden)t)tion  iind  purchafe  in  the  manner  thercia 
«  dated,  the  feveral  fiims  of  money  now  charged  in  Great- 
'<  Britain  as  a  Land  Tax  for  one  yearj  from  th^  fl5th  daj  of 
"  March,  1798." 

DlSSENTltNT, 

vft,  Becaufey  unwilling  to  depart  from  the  eftahliliied  principle  of  tht 
Land  Tax  being  voted  arnittally  $  a  -principle,  we  conceive,  founded  on 
the  moft  foiid  bafis  of  political  wifdom. 

2d)y»  Becaufe  the  introduAion  of  ib  ferious'an  innovation,  as  rmdierii^ 
the  L'<tn«l  Tax  perpetual,  appears  to  us  neither  beneficial  to  che-publlc*  nor 
juft  to  individiiaU.  That  tax- being  from  its  ve^  nature  unequal,  and 
iiaUt  toJuAuativn  from  a  varietj  ofcauftSi  cannot  furoifli  any  iralbnable 

ground 
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^[tTnind  OB  ifibich  to  cftabliih  one  pernaanent  umifbrm.plaa  of  iiiumcial  ope- 
ration. 

3dly9  Bectufe  th«  |>ropored  ^lan  df  £ne  or  redemption,  with  %  view  tb 
tke  genenl  profperity  of  the  country,  appears  totally  tallicious,  at  tht 
mode  in  which  its  operation  it  to  take  effeft  cannot  but  be  precarious,  and 
fiionld  the  eVhit  propofed  anfwcr  the  Warmeft  cxpe6lations  of  the  moft 
zealous  ad voca^  for  the  meafure,  iti  fuccefi  can  alone  be  derired  from 
facr'tficing  the  grrat  and  conftitutional  intercftt  of  the  country,  nainclv,  thjn 
landed,  to  the  mot  e  precarioua  and  fluftuatlng  intercft  of  the  monied  pro- 
perty in  the  kingdom* 

4thly,  Becaufe,  admitting  under  the  prefent  chrcumftancet  the  neodfity 
of  ^reat  and  extraordinary  exertions  in  ordec  (o  proteA  our  liberties,  oon^ 
ftitution,  and  country  againft  thofe  unprecedented  dangers  with  which  we 
mre  menaced,  we  ftUl  think  the  country  equal  to  refift  fncceftfuNy  every 
probable  degree  of  difficulty  and  danger,  prorided  tt»  resources  are  Appli- 
ed with  wifdom  as  well  as  energy.  The  land  undoubtedly  muft,  in  com- 
inon  with  every  other  (pecies  of  property,  bear  its  part  of  the  public  bur- 
theiit,  and  be  the  weight  of  thofe  burthens  more  or  left  according  t6  the 
preiTure  of  panicular  timet  and  circumftances,  we  never  «an  approve  the 
endangering  the  conftitutional  importance  of  the  intcreft  which  has  hither. 
to  been  regarded  as  To  materially  conne£Ud  with  the  legal  independence 
and  rational  freedom  of' our  country. 

It  if  upon  theifi  grounds  we  o\>je^  to  this  bill  palling  inio  a  law,  and 
a6^uated  by  no  other  motives  than  the  confcicntious  difcharge  of  our  duty,' 
and  the  mol^  eameft  wiihes  for  the  profperity  of  the  Stare,  we  have  thought 
it  nectflary  to  record  our  diflenr,  m  order  that  whatever  inconvenience, 
vexation,  or  more  fcrious  calamity  may  arife  from  fuch  ameafure  being 
adopted,  we  may  nor  appear  refponfible  for  its  confequences,  eithef  to  the 
prelient  %gf,  or  to  posterity.  . 

LBBDt, 
IJfiWARKi 
CAKNARVON, 
.  SUFFOLK  AND  BBltKSHX&E« 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Junt  15. 

.  Heard  Counfel  on  a  Scots  Appeal. 

Previous  to  the  Duke  of  Lnnfier  rifing  to  make  his  mottoo 
r^fpeding  Ireland. 

Lord  Sydney  moved,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  cleared.  H^ 
obferved,  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  none  but  members  virould 
be  prefent  at  the  expeded  difcuflion,  if  any  paper  prefumed 
to  publt(h  any  pretended  account  of  their  proceedings,  he 
hope^d  their  Lordfhips  would  punifh  it  with  this  utmoft  ri- 
gour. 

All  Grangers  were  then  excluded.  Members  of  the  Houfe 
Df  Commons  not  excepted.  ' 

Th«  Duke  of  Letnfter  then,  is  faid  to  havie  fnade  his  nfto- 
tiooi  after  a  fpeechj  ia  which,  in  allutHjig  to  the  lat^  oecur- 

rencei. 
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fences  in  Ireland,  his  feelings  were  grevtiy  aSefted.    Thte 
jDototion  was  to  the  following  effect  t 

To  prcfc-t  an  humble  Addrefa  to  hit  Majefty»  to  aflbre  his  Mydtft 
ibat  thU  iloufc  will  .«t  all  ciaaea  be  ready  to  maintain  by  all  Jo  ft  meaaa  in 
.their  pcmtr^  the  honoar,  independence  and  unity  of  the  Britilb  Bm^re  { 
that  confiderlug  his  Majerty^s  kingdom  of  Ifdand  at  an  integral  pait  tt 
that  empire,  and  the  connection  of  that  kingdom  with  Ofcat-Britaiii,  aa 
ellential  to  the  general  fafety,  and  local  prcfperity  of  boeh«  we  are  voft 
imfcignedly  aiBided  at  beholding  the  difordera  now  exifting  in  Irrefal 
.parta,  and  the  difcontentt  univerfally  preTailjag  throughout  the  wbek  if 
the  fifter  kingdom  \  that  we  feel  tliat  inflidion  increaTed  in  a  yrrj  great 
degree  when  we  refic^,  that  choagh  every  member  of  thit  Uou^e,  ia  ha 
individual  capacity,  it  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  alanaiag  condi- 
tion of  that  country  j  yet  his  Majefty  'a  Miniftera  hate  ooc  dKmgfat  prapcr 
to  advife  hit  Majefty  hitherto  make  any  communication  on  the  fubyeA  ta 
this  Houfcs  the  great  hei«ditary  counfel  of  the  Crown. 

That,  in  this  ftare  of  extraordinary  and  unprecedehted  tgBaeaiice»  this 
Houfe  finds  it  peceifary  to  reibit  to  its  iadifputable  right  of  appraachiag 
Ilia  MajeAy^t  Throne,  with  an  humble  but  camcft  prayer,  that  bia  Ma- 
jefty  will  ddgn  to  ^inB.  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before  thia  Boafe  a  foil 
and  ample  ftatement  of  the  f^^  and  circnmfiancea  which  have  kd  to  thia 
^i£iftrout  ftate  of  affiiira,  and  of  the  meafurea  which  have  hitherto  hcca 
putfued  for  the  purpoft  of  averting  foch.nBomentous  evils. 

That  thia  Houfe.  aa  foon  aa  it  ihall  have  obtained  fuch  necegaiy  infer*. 
piation.  will  without  delay,  aa  it  is  in  duty  bound,  aa  well  aa  by  incli- 
nation  willing,  employ  every  exertion  of  afliduity,  and  all  the  refourceaof 
its  beft  wifdom,  towards  the  difcovery  of  the  true  caufet  of  thefe  difovders, 
their  nature,  and  extent,  by  a  diligent  examination  into,  and  a  pttidcat  and 
deliberate  confideration  of,  the  meafurta  adopted  by  the  OovcmaieBty  aa 
well  aa  of  the  iituation  of  the  country,  to  which  fuch  meafurea  were  appll- 
'  cd,  fo  far  aa  this  Houle  may  proceed -con  iiftently  with  the  acknowledged  re- 
lation between  Ihe  two  kingdoms* 

That,  however  great  and  alarming  the  difordera  aiid  di (cMitenta  now 
prevailing  in  our  filler  kingdom  notorioufly  are,  however  immlaaBt  the 
dangera  which  at  this  awful  period  threaten  its  future  happineia,  we  will 
not  defpair,  but  that  the  refuh  of  fuch  enquiry  and  difcuflion  will  enable 
ut  to  aiflft  his  Majcfty,  according  to  our  conftitutional  duty,  with  iboa 
well  adapted  remedy  of  fuch  efficacious  but  healing  oounfel,  aa  may  teed 
to  reftore  in  that  diftracted  part  of  theBritifli  Empire,  confidence  io  the 
juftica  of  the  laws,  by  a  doe  and  impartial  adouniArattan  of  them  |  obedt* 

caca 
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4lieaoe  to  the  ttttlmiity  of  his  Majelly*t  Govenunent,  fcy  a  temptnte  f^ 
of  its  powers  $  fatisfaction,  happinefs>  and  union  tinoo^  all  the  defcrip* 
tions  of  fubjects  in  that  kingdom— -in  which  benevolent  attempts  we  are 
well  aiTux-ed  that  this  Houfe  will  only  fecond  the  paternal  wiQf€$  of  oiir 
^'stcious  Sorereign. 

T 

A  Fong  and  ^animated  dd^tc  followed^  in  vrhidi  the  ino» 
Uon  ivas  fupported  by 

The  Duke  of  Lcinilcr^  ^rd  Motra» 

Duke  of  DevooAiiref  Lord  Hollandy 

Earl  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Beiborough,. 

Duke  of  Norfollc,  Duke  of  Bedfoni^ 

Lord  FitzwiiUain,  Duke  of  Letdf » 

And  oppofed  by — 
Lord  TownOicndy  Loffd  Spencar* 

Lord  Cariifle,  AND 

Lord  Grcnvi^Ie»  The  Lord  Chan^llor. 

TThc  HcHife  then  divided— 

Ojn/aits  18  Nm  Cements  51 

J^ord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Auckland  were  not  in  the  Houfe. 


Lift  of  the  Minofity  on  the  Duke  of  Leinstee^/s  Motion. 

Duke  of  Leinfter,  Earl  Beiborbu^hy 

Duke  of  Norfolk,  *  Earl  of  Shafffburyi 

Buke  of  Bedford,  Earl  Moira, 

puke  of  Devon  (hire.  Earl  of  Dorcheftcr, 

Duke  of  LeeJs  Lord  WaTpole, 

Earl  Fitzwilliam>  Lord  Conyers, 

Earl  of  Scarborough,  Lord  Varborough, 

Earl  of  Egmont,  Lord  Holland, 

^ail  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Maynard. 


PROTEST 


pV  THE  MOTION'  FOR  A  COMMITTEE  TO  ENQj^IRE  INTO 
THIl  STATE  OF  IRBtAND  9£ING  NEGATIVED. 

DISSENTIENT, 

id,  Becaiirc.it  was  the  duty  of  the  King*s  Minillers  to  have  adv'ied 
his  Majtfftv  to  make  an  tarly,  regular  and  conftani  communication  of  the 
ditaftroos  evrnts  which  have  happened  in  Ireiand,  and  of  the  deplorable 
it^itcof  that  kingdom,  to  both  Houfet  of  Parliament,  and  more  elpeciolly 
^o  thisiloufe,  who  are  the  great  hereditary  Council  of  the  Crown,  and 
>vho  never  liavc  bten^  or  can  be,  confulted  on  a  qufftion  of  greater  import- 

VOL.IX.  1798,  ^T  ^c^ 
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tncf  to  the  Aife^y  of  the  BritiOi  Empire,  than  that  which  was  the  fobjeft  of 
ttiair  day'h  debate. 

xdly,  Beraufe  Mtnifters  having  ftudiouily  withheld  from  the  knovledg^ 
of  this  Houl'c  a  fa£l  of  mch  tranfcendtnit  magnitude  a  d  importance  as 
the  exifttnce  ot  a  rtbeHion  raging  in  Ireland,  and  havinv  emptoyed  a  great 
porii^n  of  (be  fupplies  granted,  and  of  the  aimy  voted  by  Part .anrtnx  foe 
the  let  vice  of  Great  Briiain,  withpnt  the  aid  vice,  confent,  or  knowledge  of 
cl  Parhament^  tor  the  fuppreflion  of  Cucb  rebellion,  arc  guilty  of  a  hizh 
aggravation  of  xhofe  unwanant^ble  a6ls,  and  criminal  omiOions  by  rwS^ 
fin^  TO  yield  to  a  motion  fo  temperate,  fo  prudent,  and  fo.necelTary,  as  that 
which  hus  been  fubmitted  to  this  Houfe ;  Whereby  this  Houfeisy'in  eff!rd« 
depi-ivtd  of  all  mc4n&  oi  performing  their  duty  to  the  King  and  Countrya 
or  of  (i6lmg  at  al'  i(i  their  conftttutional  capacity  za  Council  to  the  Crows, 
in  a  <.i[<  of  "he  mojl  ui-gcnt  neceflity  and  imminent  danger  to  his  Majefty's 

r-lbn  and  Government,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  whole  Empire. 
.  3oiy,  Thar,  coAfiderincr  the  nature  and  all  the  circumHafices  of  tke 
cafe,  yvt  hold  that  a  refufal,  on  the  part  of  Miniftcrs,  to  conter.c  vo  as  eo* 
quiry  into  thefs  tranfaCiions,  is  equnraknt  to 'an  acknowledgement  of  cos. 
fcioufnefft  in  them  that  the  calamities  of  Inhnd  ong.na:ed  in  their  own  per- 
Dicious  Ccun>v.ls,  ;irid  v^'ill  not  beai  invciligation  $  aixl  tnat  fuch  re^ol'al 
may  be  aitcnticd  ^ith  the  moft  fatal  conftrqucncrs — for  all  which  wt  hold 
them  to  be  iriponiiHle  to  his  Majetty,  to  Pailiament  and  to  rhe  nitroa. 

The  above  Proteft  was  entered  on  the  Journals  after  the 
debate  oiT  Friday  night. 


At  the  end  of  the  debate  on  Friday  night  in  the  Hmife  of 
]l>6rds;  the  folluwing  amendment  was  moved  by  the  Ouke  of 
Korfolk^  which,  after  fome  debate,  was  incorporated  witk 
the  main  queftion,  and  negatived. 

**  And  *e  farther  fe^-l  ic  our  duty  to  ftatc  to  hit  Maj'Q^,  t^at  under- 

fta'nding  thfc  f\ftcm  of  coercion  nas  been  enforced  with  a  r  gour  that,  it  re- 
lated in  detail,  would  too  ieveicly  wound  his  paternal  feeiings;  thaicuo- 
fefiions  have  been  extorted  by  tosture  and  fcruige*.  a  pradice  ^c  Id  in  ab- 
horrence in  eve'y  other  date  of  EuK^pe^  to  implote  his  Mtjefhr  (hat  he 
will  be  gradouflv  plealed,  as  >he  moft  probable  mi-^ns  to  put  a  kop  lu  rfce 
calamities  tnat  pervade  a  part  ot  that  uiihappy  count  rv,  to  direc^an  imme- 
diate change  of  tyi^m-,  •»>  tat'  ts  depends  on  the  Executive  Govcrnmr.^t, 
and  to  lemovc  trom"  iheir  (iations  'thole  perJons  u«  der  wbofe  a<ithcnty 
theJe  atrocities  have  been  perpt  t  ratfil ;  and  tow^ids  whom  the  a  ill  iced 
people  oi  Ireland  can  feel  no  I'enciments  but  thofe  of  hatied  and  rcrcDgc.** 


HOUSE  CF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  June  15. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Lorc^fhips  had  agreed  to  ieveral  bills. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Cbinmittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toconfi- 
fider  of  the  two  ads  of  the  prefent  Scffion  of  Pari  lament  re- 
lative to  the  Dillilleries  of  Scotland,  came  to  a  icfolutbni  and 
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^he  Houfe  being  refuinecl>  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day.  ,     ' 

Colonel  FuUarton  prefentcci  a  petition  from  the  Noblemen^ 
Gentlemen,  and  others  oi  the  County  of  Air,  limilar  to  thofc 
which  pray  for  a  tax  upon  all  propcrtyi  &c. — Ordered  to  be 
laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  for  the 
fccond  reading  of  the  bill  for  impofing  a  duty  upon  Taxed 
Carts. 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury  thought  that  this  biH  would  both.dif- 
fatisfy  the  public,  and.diminiih  the  revenue,  but  he  ihouid  re* 
fervc  what  he  had  further  to  fay  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  aiKl  ordered  to  he  com* 
jnitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday, 

The  Attorney  General  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  fpr  the 
jHoufe  to  rtfolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 

Spun  the  bill  for  the  more  effcdiually  preventing  perfonjS,  hig 
lajefty's  fubjefls,   from  voluntarily  repairing  to  France,  and  . 
other  countries  at  enmity  with  his  Majeifty,  and  for  preventing 
correlpondcncc  with  (uch  pet  fans.  . 

The  Houfe  rclolved  iifelf  into  a  Ciommittee  accordingly ; 
went  through  the  bill,  the  report  was  received  immediateljTft 
ordered  to  he  taken  into  farther  coiifideratioa  on  Monday,  and 
that  the  bill  be  printed. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  C  immittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  votfed, 
that  the  fum  of  one  million  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills,  pur- 
fuint  to  thfe  laft  Vote  of  Credit. — Ordered  that  the  report  b« 
received  the  next  day. 

Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  toconfider  further  of  Way$ 
and  Means  on  Monday.  1 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  ordtr  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
into  a  Comrt^jttee  of  the  vvhole  Houfe,. to  confxdet  the ,Dutie$ 
upon  Stampt  Veilurn,  Parchment,  and  Paper. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee. 

Mr-  iiofe  dated,  that  iKere  had  lately  been  great  evafions  ill 
the  Stamp  Duties,  owing  to  Almanacks  and  other  pubfications 
requiring  Stamps  being  printed  on  linen  and  cotton,  whereby 
the  revenue  was  confiderably  injured.  He  therefore  moVed  a 
refolutioh,  the  fubflance  of  which  was;  that  the  fame  Duty 
ihall  attach  to  dny  article,  upon  whatever  materials  it  may  be 
written  or  printed,  as  Is  iiow  chargeable  upon  vellum,  parch* 
tnenl  or  paper,  in  refpeftto  any  deSd,  book,  &c. — PafTcd. 

He  then  mo^ed',  that  every  Policy  of  Infu ranee  for  Houfes, 
Goods,  Wares  and  Mercbaridifes  be  exempted  froni  the  Stamp 
Duty  0)1  Deeds, 

4T  ^  feeporj 
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Rrport  ordered  to  bfc  received  the  next  day. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  fmtlier 
Cpnfideratipn  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  tnuiP 
ftrrihg  the  management  of  the  Salt  Duties  to  the  Excife, 
-    The  Houfe  proceeded  upon  the  report. 

Mr,  Rofe  propofed  a  claufe,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
3!ibw  kocK  S^it  to  go  into  Scotland,  and  to  fabmit  it  to  the 
Hifcretion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trcafury  to  appoint  diftridt 
for  receiving  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dnndas  dppofed  the  daufc ;  upon  vrhidi  a 
ftort  debate  enfoec!,  the  Houfe  divided — 

jtyes  (for  the  claufe)  -  -  r  j 

JV#«  -  -  -  26 

.  The  Provifional  Cavalry  bill  was  recommitted,  and  the  xe- 
|)drt  received.  The  bill,  as  amei^ed,  was  ordered  to  be  primed, 
and  to  be  taken  into  farther  confideration  on  Monday. 

The  Salt  Duty  bill  was  ordercfd  to  be  read  a  third  time  co 
Monday. 

ITic  rejxjrt  on  the  Convoy  Protcftioh  bill  was  further  coo* 
fidercd :  feveral  claufes  were  propofed  by  Mr.  Rofe»  and  re- 
ceived. After  which  the  bill  Was  ordered  to  be  read  a  ifaiid 
time  on  Monday. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  deferred,  and  the  Houfe 
aidjoumed. 


The  foHowiDg  Gentlemen  fpoke  in  the  Debate  oq  Mr.  Sheridar*$ 
Motion  relative  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sberldan  Mr..l>iichol!t 
Lord  Havvkeibury  Sir  W.  Mihier 

G  en^l  Fitf patrick  Sir  W.  Puhency 

Mr.  Secretary  ]>«ndaf  General  Tarletoli 

Mr.  Martin  Mr.  W.  Smith 

Lord  G.  Cavendtih  Mr.  J.  Heathcote  (for  k'poR) 

Mr.  Canplng  Mr.  Ticrncy 

Pr.  liiwrcncc  Mr.  Windham 

Mr.  EIlifoD. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  ^««^  18. 

Counfel  was  heard  in  the  caufe  of  Jones  v.  Martin. 
Several  bills  were  brouj^h  dp  from  the  Commons  and  read 
a  firft  time. 

Lord 
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Lord  Grenvlllt  rofe  to^prcfent  the  following  Meflage  froiu 
his  Majcfty. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  IVlajefty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords*  thai  the 
Olficersy  Nofi-Coromifljoned  Officerty  aad  Privatet  oi'  different  Regimenta 
of  the  Milicn  of  this  Kingdom  hare  made  to  his  MajeAy  a  Toluntary  ten* 
der  of  their  fervices  to  be  employed  in  aid  of  the  regular  and  A^itia 
Forces  in  Irehnid,  for  the  fuppttinc^n  of  the  Rebellion  now  unhappily  cxift. 
ing  in  that  Country. 

His  Majefty  has  received,  with  the  utmoft  fennbility,  this  ftriking  and 
fcafonable  proof  of  ardent  zeal  and  attachment  towards  his  perfon  and 
Government,  and  of  affeAionate  concern  for  the  interefts  and  fafcty  of  hit 
^Majcfty*s  faithful  and  loyal  Suhje^ls  in  Ireland,  and  conceiving  that  his  be«  . 
ing  enabled  to  avail  himlelf  of  this  new  and  diftinguilhed  inftance  of  public 
f^t%  may  eventually  be  of  the  ntmoft  importance  for  the  protcflion  of  tbt 
Hires  and  properties  of  his  Irifii  Subjects,  for  the  fpecdy  and  cfieAual  fup* 
preiBon  of  the  Rebellion,  for  the  defence  of  Great  BiTiuin  itfelf,  and  for 
the  general  intereils  and  fecurity  of  the  empire,  he  recommends  it  to  hit 
faithfol  Commons  to  confider  of  fuch  provilions  as  may  be  neceflary  for 
"  empowering  his  Majefty  for  a  time,  and'  to  an  extent  to  be  limited^  to  ac- 
cept the  fervices  of  fuch  parts  of  his  Militia  forces  in  this  Kingdom,  as 
may  voluntarily  offer  the'mfelves  to  be  employed  in  Ireland  at  this  impor- 
tant con  junAuce.  G.R« 

Lord  Sydney  rofe  and  moved  their  Lordfhips  that  the  Houfc 
be  cleared — ^all  f) rangers  were  accordrngly  ordeied  to  withdraw. 

A  bill  to  meet  the  obje£k  of  the  Meitage  was  produced- by- 
Lord  GrenvUUf  .and  read  a  firft  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MOKDAY,  June  18. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  from  the  King  a  Meflage 
fimiUr  to  that  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  MefTage  being  read. 

Mr  Secretary  Dundas  moved,  that  it  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  the  next  day  .-^Ordered. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  a  Committee  on  the  Provifional 
Cavalry  bill  was  deferred  to  Wednefday  next. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  their  Lord* 
(hips  had  pafTed  a  bill,  to  which  they  defired  the  concurrence 
of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  H'bart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways 
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Ways  and  Means.     The  refolutions  were  read  anJ  agreed  to, 
and  bills  were  Ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  them^ 

The  Solicitor  General  moved,  that  the  Alien  A£i  be  read  ; 
which  being  entered  as  read,  he  moved,  that  leave  be  given  co 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  l2(id  A 6^  -^Granted. 

The  bill  was  afterwards  brought  in,  read  a  firfl  time,  at* 
dered  to  he  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day,  and  to  be  printed. 

Thf  report  of  the  bill  for  preventing  perfons,  fubje^  of  his 
Majedy,  from  voluntarily  going  to,  or  refidmg  in  France  and 
other  places  at  emnity  with 'his  Majefly,  &c.  virasorde/cd  to  be 
taken  into  further  conlidcration  the  next  day. 

The  Houie  having  rclolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  vote(f  three  millrons  to  be  charged  on  Exchequer 
bills  to  bft  provided  fof  the  next  SefSon  of  Parliament. — ^Rc  • 
port  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  dajr. 

Mr.  Rdje  moved,  that  the  bill  for  transferring  the  lifanage-* 
inent  of  the  Salt  Duties  to  the  Excife  be  read  a  third  tiriie  the 
next  day  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  notice  that  he  (houldlhave 
to  propoTie  a  claufe  for  allowing  Rock  Salt  to  go  into  one  place 
in  Scotland  for  a  certain  time. 

•  Sir  M.  RidUy  faid,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  tliis  Inll 
had  been  condu(5ied,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  deemed  an  un- 
candid  proceeding  if  a  motion  fliould  be  made  to  podpone  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill  to  another  year.  This  he  meant  as 
a  fi>ecies  of  notice. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tim^  the  next 
<by» 

STATE    OF   IRELAND. 

Lord  Geoi'ge  Cccvendijh  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  on  Frida]f 
next  bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  give 
this  nonce,  and  he  hoped  the  debate  would  dot  be  kept  from 
the  public.  The  inforcJng  the  order  for  the  exclufion  of 
firangers,  was  an  extremely  alarming  meafuro,  and  he  hoped 
tifouid  never  be  perfirtcd  in  again.  I'he  manner  in  which  the 
laft  debate  upon  that  fuhjcdt  had  been  conduced,  proved  that 
every  word  of  it  might  have  been  fafcly  puWiflied  ;  indeed,  it 
was  impoffiblc  to  argue  with  any  fuccels,  that  the  conftituents 
ought  not  to  know  what  their  Reprefentatives  faid  in  P.irlia-' 
nient.  He  wiftied  to  know  whether  the  fame  (landing  order 
was  to  be  enforced  again  ?  If  it  was,  great  inconvenience  to 
the  public  bufinefs  might  be  the  refult  of  that  method  of  pTx>- 
cceding ;  for  every  Member  of  the  Houfe  bad  the  power  of  in-» 
filling,  not  only  upon  that  particular,  but  alfo  upoa  cvcrf 

oihcr 
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Other  ftandingorder,  which  oiders  were  fo  numerous,  To  venous, 
and  <'j  prcv-Tc,  ihat  i^  they  were cnforcctl  the  Houfe  would  iicvcf 
be  able  to  prr>CLed  through  the  public  hufinefs ;  all  thefe,  how- 
CTcr.  had  Ixr.n  laid  afidc  for  the  facility  of  public  bufinefs; 
but  II  Was  Ml  the  power  of  ariy  Member  to  adopt  them  if  he 
thought  fit. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  upon  one 
of  thf  Exchequer  Bills  bill,  and  the  Chairman  haying  pur  the 
ufual  qucftion  in  pr^mt  of  torm,  *'  That  this  bill  be  read  para- 
graph by  parjgraph,'*, 

Mr.  Shtridan  (z\^^  that  this  was  an  inftancepf  what  he  had 
been  Oat  I ng.  The  words  of  the  motion  were,  **  That  this 
bill  he  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,"  whereas  in  point  of  fad, 
net  0!ie  of  the  pqragraphs  wais  read.  Should  he  infift  on  go- 
ing on  with  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  in  ftri£ln?fs,  he  (hoold 
detain  the  Houfe  five  hours  upon  this  very  bill. 

The  bill  then  paflfed  the  Commiaee,  and  the  Report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  abolilbing  certain  oflSces  in  the  Cuftoras,  and 
fo;  regulating  others,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

ThcTaxtd  Cart  Bill  was  ordered  to  he  committed  the  next  day. 

Agreed  lo  ^o  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  on  Wedncfday. 

Mr.  R.  Th^tntji  obierved  thai  from  ihe  advanced  period  of 
of  the  SefTion,  it  was  not  advjleable  to  proceed  furtherin  the 
Slave  Tiadc  Retraining  B  il,  and  therefore  he  wifhcd  to  defer 
it  till  next  year.  With  that  view  he  fliould  move  that  the 
further  proceeding  on  the  bill  be  deferred  to  that  day  two 
fnonths. 

Mv.  fVbet force  concurred,  and'vvifhcd  that  the  matter 
(hould  be  diiVviffd  when  the  Houfe  was  fully  attended. 

General  TarUton  faid  a  few  words,  importliif;  that  Parlia- 
n>eut  had  pot  hitherto  fliewn  much  difpoiition  to  favour  ihis 
fricafure 

Afier  which  the  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  June  ig. 

MESSAGE    FKOM    THE    KING. 

Lord  Sydney  rofc  to  move  the  ftand'ng  order  for  all  firanger* 
to  withdraw;  and  he  dcfired  it  might  be  regularly  ohferved, 
iind  ftraugers  be  kept  cut,  that  hc.roighi  not  have  daily  to  en- 
force lUc  order  by  oioiioD.    '  * 
^  '    *    ^  Strangers 
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Stranecrs  were  accordingly  dire6led  to  withdraw. 
The  King'$  Meffagc  with  refpciSl  to  tlic  Militia  of  Crczt 

Britain  ferving  in  Ireland  was  then  read ;  and  a  motion  for  an 

Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  thereon,  gave  rife  to  a  long  and  fpiritcd 

flebatc. 
The  Earl  of  Caernarvotn  moved  as  amendment,  upon  whiiJi 

the  Houfe  divided. 

Contents,         -?         *         ^-         -  13 

I^ot  Contents^       •,         •         •         •     4^ 

Majority^  -  -  -  r  3a 
T1)C  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  addrefs, was  carried;  and  9 
till  empowering hi$  Majefty  toaccept  the  offers  of  fuch  regi- 
ments of  Militia  as  fhould  be  willing  to  ferve  in  Ireland,  wa^ 
brought  in,  and  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  ticpei  and  paflcd 
through  the  Committee. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  at  Half  pad  ten* 


LIST  OF  THE  MINORITY, 
pn  the  Amendment  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  on  the  Militia  BiIL 
Dukes  of  Norfolk,  ^arl  of  Beiborough, 

Leeds,  Vlfcount  Hampden, 

^arls— Fitzwiniam,  Lords — Holland, 

.Carnarvon,  Conyers  (Marquis  of  Carmar^es^ 

Cholmondeley^  Walpole, 

Jcrfey,  Yarborough. 

Oxford, 


^      HOUSE  QF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  June  ig. 

Colonel  bafcoigKc  prefented  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the 
inhabitanb  oil  Liverpool,  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  providing  foe 
the  mjft  tffc(Sual  means  of  defence  of  the  Port  and  Town  of 
Liverpool,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  Ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  en  the  faid  hilK 

The  ScoislDilliliery  Amendtnent  Bills  was  read  a  firft  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Read  alf'o  the  MiKion  Vote  of  *  Crcciit  J^ilf  and  ordered  to. 
be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Exchequer  Bills'  Bill  was  read  a  fird  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr,  Hobati  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means ;  and  the  Refolution  for  gran^tHie;  three  Mil- 
lion^ 
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Jioiis  and  a  half  of  Exchequer  Bills  to  difcharge  the  Bank  Loan 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  ia 
puHuant  to  the  faid  Refolution. 

The  Repoit  on  the  Bijlfor  prohibiting  Britifti  fuHjects  from 
geing  to  01  rciiding  in  France  during  the  war,  was  brought  up, 
and  the  icvcral  refoluiions  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  ordered  tQ 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day,  if  then  engrofled. 

The  Alitn  Bill,  as  amended,,  was  read  a  lecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Th^  Houfe  rcfolvcd  lift  It  into  a  Committee  on  the  Taxed 
Cart  Bill,  when 

Sir  Chaties  Bunbury  propoftd  a  claufe  for  exempting  Far- 
mers from  ihe  furchasge  of  the  AffelTed  Taxes,  though  thejr 
ihould  occafionally  nuke  ufe  of  their  cans  for  -  other  purpofcs 
than  thofe  ot  hufbandry. 

l^his  claufe  was  fupportcd  Mr.  Plumer,  and  Mr.  Dickens ;  , 
and  oppofe*!  by  Mr.  Roi'e,  afier  which  the  Irioufe  divided, 
vfy«,  {For  I  lie  Claufe)         -  -  40 

A'^/i,         -         -         .         -         •        60 

Afojorhy^     •     -      •      •     20  * 

A  meCTa^e  from  tlie  Lonis  informed  the  Houfc  that  their 
l^ordrtijps  had  av;rccd  to  the  Suhahern  Officers'  Provifion  Bill, 
to  the  Gold  and  Silver  Wares  BjH,  Sec. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved,  tliat  tlierc  be  laid  before  thc^ 
Houfe  cop'.ts  of  fuch  offers  as  have  been  made  by  certain  regi- 
ments of  the  Militia  to  extend  th^ir  fervices  to  Ireland  during 
the  prefcnt  Rebellion  in  ihat  country.     Ordered. 

1  he  Older  of  the  D^y  v\ as  now  read  for  takin?>  his Majefty'fi 
moft  gracious  Meffapie  nito  confideratjon,  and  the  MclTigc  hav» 
ing  been  read  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Si'crctary  Dundaa  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  naluie  and 
language  of  the  MeCage  from  the  Crown,  in  his>  opinion,  fufS- 
ciently  explained  to  tl»c  Hoofe  the  fubjedi  that  was  now  about 
to  engage  their  ftttcntion.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  objcftiorj 
that  Could  rc'ifonahly  h?  u'g'd  againU  the  meafure  that  was 
rccommcndLcl  by  the  Meffage.  He  would  therefore  content 
liimfelTwiih  moving  '"  that  an  humble  addrtfs  be  prefented  to 
his  MajcUy,  huii  hiv  thankmg  him  for  liis  moft  gracious  com* 
munication  io  the  H'>ufe.'' 

The  Addrefs,  vvhicli,  as  ufual,  was  an  eclioof  the  Meffage, 
bci»'ij^  read. 

Mr.  NichoHs  faid,  that  he  (cit  it  his  duly  to  oppofe  the  AN 
drcis  on  a  vmicty  of  giounds;  and  firfl,  hecaufe  »f  the  Ad  lr?fs 
were  adopted,  the  piijiciple  of  the  Mihlia  bijl,  as  originally 
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eflabliibed,  would  be  completely  abandoned.  The  Militia 
would  then  be  no  longer  a  fafcguard  and  proteSion  tor  \ht 
kingdom,  againfl  the  ,uncon(litutional  ufe  which  had  Mininers 
might  make  of  a  ftandmg  army,  in  order  to  encfoach  on  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  This  unconftitutional  ofe 
of  a  (landing  army  was  dreaded  and  anxioufly  looked  to  by  the 
jealoufy  of  our  ancellors ;  it  might  be  thefalWon  now  to  lull 
that  jealoufy  afleep,  but  it  was  furely  the  duty  of  that  Hoofc 
to  awaken  it,  for  if  the  Houfe  aflented  to  the  meafure  now  pnv 
pofed,  the  Militia  would  be  made  a  part  of  the  ftandin^  armj. 
This  would  totally  unhinge  the  old  fyftem,  and  altogciher  new 
model  the  original  Conftirution  of  the  Militia  ;  it  would  be  no 
longer  officered  by  refpeflable  independent  country  centktncn, 
but  bv  perfons  inclined  to  court  the  countenance  anopatronsg^ 
of  R^inifters ;  it  would  hot  be  merely  for  three  years  that  men 
accuflomed  to  other  purfuits  would  now  have  to  enhft,  but 
they  muft  divert  their  attention  from  the  tranquil  occaj»tioi» 
of  dcmeftic  retirement,  and  devote  themfelves  entirely  lo  the 
ftudies  and  operations' of  a  military  life.  Was  not  this  making 
the  Militia  a  part  of  the  (landing  armv.  w»\h  which  it  ou!;hi 
to  be  moft  religioufty  kept  unconiiefled? — befides,  this  extra- 
ordinary meafure  to  which  his  Majefty  is  advifcd  to  have  rc- 
courfe,  is  bv  no  means  confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  country. 
We  have  been  lately  tolcl  that  it  was  nectffary  this  couBtfy 
fhould  become  an  armed  nation,  in  order  to  fruftratc  the  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  to  invade  us.  Was  it  then  conliflent 
with  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom,  after  a  con(iderable  part  cA 
the  regular  forces  had  been  already  fent  out  of  it,  to  deprive  it 
alfo  of  the  proteflion  of  the  militia,  and  to  confine  its  protec- 
tion to  the  new  volunteer  corps,  who  were  but  imperfeflly  cm- 
bodied,  more  imperfeftly  difciplined,  and  who;  intended  them- 
felves for  the  particular  towns  and  di(lri<Sls  to  which  they  be- 
longed? The  meafure  would  moreover  prove  cruel  and  unjuft 
to  thofe  who,  wholly  unfufpicious  of  any  fuch  intention,  had 
entered  iofta  fide  into  the  militia  fervice  The  officers  alone 
were  not  to  decide,  nor  (hould  their  pleafure  and  confent  Und 
the  majority.  Even  were  it  fo,  there  would  be  ftill  great 
liardfhips  in  it,  becaufc  if  any  (hould  betray  a  relu£lancc  to  en- 
ter into  this  new  and  unexpcfled  fervice,  they  would  then  ap- 
pear and  be  accounted  lefs  loyal  and  forward  in  their  country's 
caufe,  than  their  more  obfequious  companions.  This  imputa* 
tion  they  furcIy  could  not  tamely  brook,  nor  would  it  permit 
them  to  aft  as  free  agents.  This  obfervation  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman iiluftrated,  and  enforced  by  an  allufion  to  the  pro^ed- 
ings  qf  the  Gjurts  of  Equity,  which  did  not  permit  contraft$ 
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%^ade  under  the  preflurc  of  urgent  exigeticies  to  be  binding. 
£u  the  preferit  Mefiage  would  a£l  as  campulfory  upon  the 
miliria,  not  could  they  be  conceived  to  give  it  their  confent. 
In  another  view  of  the  queftii;^,  it  muft  be  regarded  as  highly 
impolitic — ^for  was  it  not  impolitic  to  call  on  armed  men  to  aft 
as  a  deliberative  aliernbly  ;  if  to-day  they  arc  permitted  to  adt 
in  that  capacity,  why  not  to-rtoorroW ;  or,  why  not  whenever 
their  own  difpofitions  may  prompt  them  to  it  ?  They  might 
then  take  charge  of  their  own  affairs,  and  arrogate  to  them- 
lelvtt  the  appointment  of  their  own  officers:  would  not  rhis 
be  wrong  and  hazardous  in  the  extreme?  armed  men  were  en- 
couraged  to  deliberate  refpcAing  the  voluntary  coiUributions ; 
they  may  now  think  proper  to  deliberate  again,  and  continue 
to  do  fo  when  we  might  no  longer  w'ltti  it.  There  was  an- 
other obfervation  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe;  and  this  was,  that  the  Houfe  had  not  as 
yet  proceeded  to  any  aft,  or  given  any  pledge,  with  refpe<St  to 
the  caufes  and  origin  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland.  What  mea- 
fures  had  already  been  purfued  in  that  regard,  were  adopted  by 
virtue  of  his  Majefty's  prerogative;  if  the  army  now  iri  Ire-  ^ 
leand  was  not  able  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  rebellion,  they 
muft  be  oppofed  by  a  great  body  of  men  ;  and  there  were  con- 
fequently  great  grounds  for  thinking  that  Goverment  had  a£ted 
wrong  in  the  fyftem  they  have  purfued  in  Ireland.  But  on 
this  fubjeft  we  arc  now  left  in  the  dark,  nor  will  an  enquiry 
into  the  difcontents  of  that  country  be  at  prefent  affentcd  to  by 
Miniftcrs.  Upon  what  then  can  the  Houfe  reft  its  opinion 
and  judgment  with  regard  to  the  mcafure  now  propofed  |  The 
Executive  Government  was  not  oppofed  by  the  .Pc^;^?e  when 
L^jrd  Fitzwiliiam  was  in  Ireland.  Why  then  was  nc.re- 
nrioved  ?  WaS  it  becaufe  he  hnd  exceeded  his  inftmai^ns'Klf 
he  did,  why  was  he  not  puniihed  ?  But  it  by  no  me^na  appears 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  exceeded  ihcm  ;  for  he  had  fiqce  been 
honoured  with  marks  of  favoixr,  aiul  by  proofs  of  cofifidence, 
on  the  part  of  his  M  ijeftv.  From  the  ill-timed  and  ill  advifed 
removal  of  that  Nobleman  from  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
the  prefent  dif.ftrous  ftate  o^  that  kingdom  has  arifen,  and  all 
the  calamities  that  attend  it  may  be  juillv  faid  to  flow  Ireland 
was  not  diftinvS  from  this  country,  as  Scotland  was  before  the 
Union.  It  is  true  that  its  government  may  be  diftinft,  that 
its  Lcgiflature  may  be  diftin£l,  but  it  was  allowed,  in  a  late 
deluic,  that  the  Britilh  Secretary  of  State  had  a  controul  over 
ihc  Governor  of  Ireland.  But  has  not  the  Britifti  Parliament 
a  controul  over  the  inftruflions  which  a  Britifti  Secretary  of 
.State  n:3V  fend  to  diredl  the  condud  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland  ?  If  fo,  ought  we  not  now  to  be  made  acq«iainte4 
with  the  nature  of  tlie  inftrutftions  lately  fent  to  the  fifler 
kingdom  i  Ought  we  not  to  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  the  queftion  before  we  proceed  to  give  our  fupfiort  to 
the  Extcutive  Government,  and  fully  afcertain  thccaufeof 
the  difconicnts  that  have  driven  that  unfortunate  country  into 
the  prefent  unnatural  conteft  ?  Undoubtedly  it  were  bur  pru- 
dent on  cur  part  to  withhold  that  fupport  until  fuffincnt  icafon 
be  ihcwu  why  we  (bould  permit  the  Executive  Government 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  incurable  hatred  and  inextinguilhaMc 
enmity  between  the  two  countries — an  hatred  and  an  enmi'y 
that  muft  be  produdiive  of  the  mod  fatal  confequcnces  to  both. 
To  this  end,  we  muft  be  informed  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ire- 
land, with  the  caufesof  ihe  prefent  difcontcnts,  before  we  con- 
cur in  a  motion  th.it  is  evidently  unconllitutional,  inconlident 
with  the  principle  of  the  Militia  hill,  unjud  in  its  n«tare  and 
opq^tion,  and  wholly  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the 
couoxjiy.  Viewing  it  in  thefe  difiercnt  lights,  he  faid,  he  would 
give  it  his  decided  negative. 

M.  Af.  A,  Taylor  \^\^  he  could  not  but  wifh  that  Miniftcrs 
would  condefcend  to  ftate  a  few  reafons  why  the  Conftitution 
(hould  be  thus  Aiook  to  the  foundation.   He  had  many  iDolivrs 
£3r  wiftiing  that  a  great  and  adequate  force  fhdold  be  fent  to 
Ireland  ;  hut  no  perfonal  motive  Ihould  win  him  from  a  di£n- 
terefted  performance  of  his  duty.     The  militia  was  raifed  fc  . 
the  defence  of  this  country  ;  fuch  was  the  nature  of  their  en- 
gagement when  they  enlifted,  that  they  Oiould  not  be  com- 
pelled to  fcrve  out  of  it.     But  it  will  be  faid,  that  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance  they  are  merely  allowed  to  follow   their  own 
choice  and  inclination  *,  of  this  he  in  a  great  meafure  doubted, 
but  even  had  they  made  this  voluntary  offer,  in  his  opinion  the 
offer  ftiould  not  be  accepted.    The  encouraging  fuch  a  rceafare 
expofes  the  conduft  of  a  number  of  Gentlemen  to  be  unhand- 
fomely  obferved  upon.     \i  one  regiment  offers,- their  example 
will  make  it  compulfory  on  every  other  to  do  the  faiT»e ;  their 
courage,  or  their  patriotifm,   may  otherwife  be  brought  into 
queftion;    and   this   would  nbt  be  fair.      For  his   part,  he 
thought  there  was  more  courage  in-refufing  to  go,  than  in  ^o- 
ing.     In  his  capacity  of  Officer  in  the  Militia,  he  felt  himleU' 
called  upon  to  defeniJ  this  country,  and  this  country  alone 
would  he  defend.     If  this  plan  was  to  l>e  afled  on,  the  diffi- 
culty that  now  exifted  in  procuring  fubflitutes  woufd  be  con- 
fxderably  encreafed.     The  army   had  already   experienced  a 
breach  of  faith  in  Government,  by  a  number  of  xneii  being 
drafted  into  regiments  in  which  ihcy  would  not  at  6rft  have 
>  eiihftcd  \ 
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enliftetl ;  and  what  is  the  confcquence  of  this  hrcacli  of  faith  1 
Why,  that  Government  is  at  a  lofs  how  to  recruit  the  army  ; 
they  attempt  a  variety  of  modes  to  tfftrA  it  j  they  endeavour  to 
recruit  it  from  the  Supplementary  Militia,  but  their  attempts 
are  generally  unfuccefsful.  Here  again  is  a  complete  breach 
of  faith  ;  for  though  the  prefcnt  meafures  purport  to  red  on  a 
voluntary  offer,  yet  it  is  compulfory  in  truth  and  in  taft^ 
though  it  docs  not  appear  fuch  in  words  The  rebellion  has 
now  been  raging  in  Ireland  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  more.; 
yet  now  is  the  hrft  time  that  it  is  brought  before  the  Houfc ; 
and  it  is  curious  to  obfcrve,  that  the  finl  communication  which 
his  Majefty  is  auvifed  to  make  of  it,  comes  to  the  Houfe  »n  the 
form  of  an  unconftitutional  propofition.  The  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary of  State  adduces  no  reafon  or  argument  in  favour  of 
the  mcaftire  ;  the  only  one  he  hints  at  is,  that  fome  mettlefomc 
military  gcntlennieii  have  volunteered  their  fervice,  and  their 
offer  is  deemed  a  fufficicnt  excufe  for  bringing  down  this  mcf- 
f.*ge  to  the  Houfc  ;  but  Minilkrs  cannor  fay  that  it  is  want  of 
icgiilar  troops  Jiat  makes  this  mcflage  neceffary.  There  was 
plenty  of  them  to  be  feen  every  where;  and  if  we  have  too 
much  cavalry,  cannot  they  be  difmounted  and  fent  on  this  ur- 
gent fervice  ?  The  King  can  d  ">  this  by  his  own  authority  ;  but 
arc  we  tn  fo  defperatc  a  ftate  as  to  be  called  upon  to  aS  uncoa- 
ftitulionaily,  in  order  to  fupply  the  army?  Great  rumours  have 
nf  iate  prevailed,  that  we  are  threatened  with  an  invafioa, 
How  then  is  this  country  to  be  defended  ?  How  will  the  militia 
he  again  recruited  ?  Will  Gentlemen  of  rank,  fortune,  and  re^ 
fpe^ability  agam  be  eager  to  enter  that  fervice  that  will  fei\d 
them  out  of  the  country,  for  tlie  defence  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey, 
or  Gibraltar?  If  the  principle  of  the  Militia  A61  is  thus  wan- 
tonly to  be  infriiiged,  it  will  be  hard  to  fay  where  we  may 
Aand«  For  his  part,  he  would  keep  a  fteadfaft  eye  on  the  land- 
mark of  the  Conftitution.  The  Coniflirutional  AA  fays,  the 
Militia  (hall  not  go  out  of  the  country.  He  would  ftick  by 
the  Adt.  But  it  might  be  faid,  that  a  cafe  of  ncceffity  may 
make  it  expedient  to  fupport  the  Aft  ;  but  was  there  any  thing 
that  might  not  be  done  on  the  plea  of  neceffity  ?  It  was  a  had 
plea,  and  i^  frequently  ufcd  by  bad  Minifters  for  the  word  of 
purpofcs — a  fimilar  plea  may  be  fuppofed  to  juftify  all  breaches 
of  the  Conftitution.  Where  then  are  we  to  ftop?  On  this 
point  he  would  not  argue  farther  till  the  hill  was  brought  in  ; 
he, would  then  know  the  nature  of  the  regulation  ;  but  vvhat- 
,^ver  it  might  be,  nothing  would  reconcile  him  to  the  dcreliftion 
of  the  principle,  and  the  breach  of  faith,  which  tlie  prcfent 

meafurc 
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meafurc  fo  evidently  involved.     He  felt  it,  therefore,  .his  duty 
ilow  to  oppofe  it. 

Sir  Lawrence  Palk  Contended  that  the  Meffagc  recommended 
a  meafiire  that  was  not  only  againd  the  Confthution  and  the 
Law  df  the  land,  bui  that  it  ^tttl  to  take  iw^ay  the  refpefla- 
bility  and.ihe  beft  ftrength  of  th-  nfilit/a  fcrvicc.  He  could 
ftot  therefore  help  faying  that  Minifters  were  highly  blamcablc 
in  ailvifin^  it.  No  man  of  fank  or  property  vrould  hertccfor- 
wanl  enter  the  mil itl a  fcrvicc  if  they  faw  il  fuhjeft  to  fudi 
arbitrary  drld  unconftitutional  innovations.  He  Fiad  not  bctn 
told  whether  the  regfTient  to  which  he  belonged  might  ifotbe 
ordered  out  of  the  country  ;  he  was  fure  that  regiment  would 
evince  On  this  occafion  the  fame  Zealand  fpirit  which  ir  has 
always  dH][)layed  on  every  other  occafion.  1*he  meafurc  he 
ncvcrthclefs  would  op^x)fe  as  a  member  of  the  Haufe,  thbogh 
if  the  offer  of  his  regiment  (liould  be  acceptedi  he  would  moS 
undouhtedly  make  a  common  caufe  with  thtfm. 

Mr  Piefrcpoifit  dcchrcd  that  the  fentimcnts  he  felt  on  Ac 
prefent  occafion  fo  peifeSly  coincided  with  thofe  cxpreffcdby 
the  hon.  BdVonet,  that  he  immedia-cly  rofe  after  hira  to  etprcfi 
them  to  the  Houfe.  It  was  with  equal  furprife  and  concern 
ihnt  he  heard  the  Meffagc  firft  read,  and  whoever  of  ^Ma« 
jefly's  Minifiers  advifed  it,  they  had  adled,  in  his  opinion^  with 
great  bolclnefs ;  for  they  had  advifed  a  moft  grofs  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Conftitutiorr.  He  earneftly  hoped  that  Par-' 
liiment  would  never  affent  to  it,  or»  if  they  did,  if  would  only 
be  after  having  the  fuUeft  documents  laid  before  them.  He 
had  -alftiady  wrrtterf  to  his  regiment,  that  he  highly  difap* 
prove*!  of  the  meafure ;  but  (hould  they  be  chofen  to  go  on  this 
Icrvicc,  they  rtiould  not  proceed  a  day  on  their  march  before  he 
would  ynn  them. 

Mr.  D.  Pyder  confefled,  that  it  was  with  the  grcttcft  a(!^ 
niftimem  he  heard  mention  made  of  the  boldnefs  of  Mi- 
nifters, in  advihng  the  meiTage  now  under  confideralion. 
What  then  would  not  be  faid  of  their  boldnefs  if,  aftet  hav- 
ing received  fuch  offers  of  voluntary  fervice  from  a  great 
hfK\y  of  men,  headed  by  men  of  the  firft  refponfibility,  Mi- 
nifters (hould  have  advifed  his  Majcfty  to  reprefs  fuch  a  fpi- 
rir,  and  to  rcpt;l  fuch  offers?  Such  advice  indeed  might  be 

juitiy  attributed  to  boldnefs He  would  Ukewifc  readily 

aclinoxyledgc  ihat  the  King  coufd  not  a£t  upon  thofc  oflers 
without  the  advice  of  Parliament.  What  then  has  been 
done  by  MiniiU  r^  r  On  the  receipt  of  thefe  oflFcrs  they  aflc^ 
in  the  fpirit  ot  the  engagement  entered  into  by  feveral  bodied 

of 
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of  men  to  extend  their  fervice  beyond  its  original  hounds.—* 
The  qucftion  therefore. now  was,  What  advice  h;»d  been 
given  to  his  Majcfty  ?  ^nd  not  who  advift<i  him.     In  or- 
dinary times  this  pr^caiition  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  obferved 
— but  in.  times  like  the  present  other  meafures  are  called 
for.     When  we  know  that  a  rebelIio;i  has  reared  its  heady 
whichy  if  any  thing  could  be  added  to  that  word,  he  would 
iay  was  *he  n>oft  heinous  in  its  nature,  and  the  mod  danger- 
ous in  its  confcquenctfs  of  any  thiiig  that  was  ever  yet  cha* 
ra<£lerifed  by  the  foul  name  of  rebellion  \  it  was  the  intereft 
of  both  countries  th^t  it  (hould  be  immediately  cruflied,  and 
it  was  evidently  neceflary  to  apply,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  a 
proper  force  to  crufli  it  before  it  came  to  a  head.     Can  wc 
quietly  fit  down  and  fee  our  fel]ow.fubje£)s  daily  maflacreU 
in  the  moft  barbarous  and  (hocking  manner  ?      he  fnccefs 
which  we  have  ?s  yet  attained,  though  great,  is  not  fuflicient 
to  enfure  the  ultimate  end.     As  great  a  part  of  'he  regulaff 
troops  as  could  be  fpared,  have  already  been  fent  over.— 
Mull  we  therefore  permit  the  rebellion  to  rage  uj:^^eit(ledt 
bccaufe  it  would  be  improper  to  fend  out  of  the  country 
tnoTC  than  the  ordinary  proportion  of  forces?— -Do  gjcntle- 
man  apprehend  no  danger  for  this  country  Ihould  it  be  leli 
without  a  d»jc  proportion   of  regular  troops?   Its  fituatioa 
may  not  permit  more  of  them  to  be  fent  out  of  it.     What 
then  can  Government  do,  and  what  advice  can  Parttament 
give  on  fuch  an  emergency  r  What  force  is  now,  at  tnedif- 
pofal  of  Government,  but  that  which  makes  a  voluntary  of- 
fer to  extend  its  fervice  ?  Would  gentlemen  \vi(h  to  fend  the 
Volunteer  Cavalry  to  Ireland  ?  It  is  well  known  they  are  not 
as  yet  completely  embodied,  and  confequently  but  ill  difci- 
pltned,  and  not  of  fufficient  force;  but  even  if  they  were, 
they  could  not  be  fpared  from  the  country.     He  wa&alfo  at 
a  \ok  to  fee  the  fqrce  of  the  conftitutional  objcflion  that  was 
urged  againft  the  meflage.     Is  it  more  unconftitutional  to 
employ  the  militia  in  Ireland,  when  they  tliemfelves  volun- 
tarily offer  it,  than  to  employ  them  in  England?  Nor  was 
there  any  more  force  in  the  objeflion  that  was  drawn  from 
the  reluctance  which  gentleman  of  rank,   fortune  and  rc- 
fpcflability  would  be  fuppofcd  to  feel,  were  they  to  be  fub- 
iccicd  to  fuch  fwvice.     Do  thofe  gentletncn  then. pretend  to 
Hay. that  there  is  not  rank,  fortune,  and  yefpedabilily  to  be 
found  in  the  army  f  If,  in  cafe  of  great  and  imminent  dan- 
ger, there  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  country,  and  among 
menof  rank)  fortupe,  and  refpcftability,  thofe  who  will  ex-. 

pofe 
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poTe  thcmfefves  for  a  time  to  the  fame  fpecics  of  fenrics^  as 
the  troops  of  the  line  are  cxpofed  to  during  the  w^hole  of 
their  liveSf  then  he  muft  defpair  of  feeing  them  enter  into 
the   fcrvlcc,  (liould  they  bfj  cxpofed  to  aciivc  duty.     That 
doftiine  would  effc£lually  go  to  prevent  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune fr6m  entering  the  army  at  all,  and  how  then  fhould  w<^ 
expeftto  fucceed  ih'oppofing  an  enemy,  fucb  as  that  we 
have  now  to  contend  with,  if  the  force  wc  oppofe  to  them 
t)e  ncidier  compofed  of,  or  guided  by  men  pt  rank,    cha- 
pfier,  and  fortune.  In  the  objedions  hitherto  oiRr red  againft 
the  Addrefs,   there  appeared    to   him  not  to   be  the    leaft 
height  ^  if  any  others  were  adduced,  he  wotild  think  it  his 
duty  to  attend  to  them.     In  the  mean  time  he  muft  exprefs 
his  hearty  approbation  of  the  meafure. 

Sir  Lnwrence  Palk  Paid  a  few  words  in  expIanrtioD. 
'.  Lord  fVm.  Rujjell  faid,  the  hon.  Gentleman  fMr.  Ryder) 
fcemed  to  ex p reft  a  furprifc  that  iMinifters  (hould  be  accuicd 
xA  boldnefs  In  adviiing  a  meafure  like  the  prefcnl:  is  it  not 
JDfold  to  come  down  to  ParHament,  and  to  propofe  every  thing 
that  fubverts  the  principle  of  the  miliiia  laws?  ]f  Miniilers 
can  efttft  this,  niay  not  they  equally  well  have  the  boidne& 
i^  propofe  and  pafs  an  a£t  for  abo!ithing  the  militia  a1t€}ge* 
fhcr,  ar)d  for  raifinga  new  corps  for  pur  poles  diametrically 
oppofiu:  to  thofc  for  which  the  militia  was  originally  inilitut* 
ed  ?  'frie  militia  was  intended  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  for  this  only  were  they  eftablifiied ;  fo  anxious 
indeed  yi'Cre  the  framers  of  the  militia  bill  to  prevent  wicked 
Mrniflcft^  from  attempting,  throrrgh  the'  aid  of  a  ftanding 
army,"  to  encroach  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  country, 
thirt  the  fervice  of  a  militia  regiment  was  exceedingly  limit- 
ed, and  at  firft  confined  to  the  county  where  they  were  raifed  \ 
and  why  ?  Undoubtedly  becaufe  it  was  the  wifh  of  the  Le- 
giflatiire  that  they  (hould  partake  of  the  paffions  and  the  pre- 
judices, nf  the  likings  and  difguRs  of  the  fpot  which  they 
were  deft  in  cd  to  defend  ;  and  that  the  feelings  of  the  foldier 
and  of  the  citizen  (hould  co-operate  and  accord.     But  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  fervice  they  were  now  to  be  inured  to  t 
They  were  to  be  fent  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  upon  Ire- 
land a  fyftem  of  government  which  nine-tenths  of  its  in- 
habitants difapprovcd  and  abhorred— and  of  which  they  had 
exprcfltd  their  difapprobation  in  fubmiflive,  conftitutional 
language,  previous  to  their  taking  up  arms  to  oppofe  it.    To 
enf(^rce  this  odious  fyftem  was  now  the  purpofe  for  which 
our  Engii(h  Militia  was  to  be  fent  over  to  Ireland,  and  thus 

to 
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to  concur  in  the  oppreflion  of  their  fellow  fubje^s.     Nor 

\irould  it  be  a  matter  of  choice,  with  them,  as  pretended— Nn  [ 

it  is  as  compulfory,  as^  what  is  (tiled,  Voluntary  Contribution^ 

Inhere  men  carry  about  books,  and  take  down  names,  and 

-whoever  refufes  to  fubfcribe  is  marked  down  as  a  traitor — 

Here  alfo,  will  a  man's  loyalty  and  patriotifm  be  fufpeded, 

unlcfs  he  comes  chearfully  forward  to  imbrue  his  hands  in 

the  blood  of  his  fellow  fubjeds.     He  had  often  difapproved 

of  the  pernicious  fyftem  that  has  been  long  purfued  in  Ire- 

landy  it  iis  that  has  driven  the  unfortunate  people  of  that 

country  to  the  prefent'fatal  extremities,  nor  would  he  be  now 

fo  blind  to  the  example  he  had  before  him,  as  to  vote  a  Angle 

.man  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  a  fydem* 

Mr.  Banks  faid,  that  though  he  could  not  approve  of  the 
meafure  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  but  reprobate 
the  language  held  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  that  no  rebellion  ever  was  more  un- 
provoked than  that  now  raging  in  Ireland,  and  never  were 
more  conciliatory  means  employed  by  any  Government.  If 
the  rebellion  fucceeded,  either  by  the  efforts  of  its  partiaans 
in  Ireland,  or  by  the  affiftance  of  France,  this  country  was 
undone.  He  could  by  no  means  give  his  confent  to  the  mea- 
fure. It  was  difficult  to  ilate  principles  fo  broad  as  not  t>o 
admit  of  modification.  The  prefent  cafe,  however,  did  not  • 
appear  to  juftify  the  exception.  The  confequences  of  de- 
parting from  the  principle  of  the  Militia  bill  might  be 
very  injurious,  when  thefe  corps  came  again  to  be  ^  filled 
up.  There  n0t  only  would  be  difficulty  to  find  fubftf- 
tutes  (and  the  pradice  of  fifbftitutes  was  not  the  beft  part  of 
the  btil),  but  a  reluctance  to  enter  intt>  the  fervice  might  en- 
fue.  He  was  afraid  if  the  principle  of  fending  the  militia  to 
Ireland,  for  the  defence  of  England,  were  once  admitted, 
there  was  no  fpectesof  warfare  in  which  they  might  not  be 
employed.  They  might  be  fent  to  Oftend  or  Quiberbn,  on 
the  ground  'that  fuch  meafures  were  in  their  nature  deieii- 
five,  and  calculated  to  defeat  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  b<^ 
fore  they  could  reach  our  (hore.  In  fa£^,  when  once  admits 
ted,  there  are  no  limits  to  the  abufe.  Though  unwilling  to 
lay  down  principles  too  broadly,  he  thought  there  were  twt> 
cafes  ia  which  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  ought  not  to  be  adopt- 
ed—either when  all  the  regular  troops  are  not  already  fent 
out  6vi  fervice,  or  when  apprehcnfions  of  invafidn  are  entpf- 
tained.  At  prefent  we  had  an  army  in  a  foreign  (^ourttry  (Por- 
tugal) in  its  pay.  Surely  tbe£a  troops,  in  (acb  a&  event. 
Vol.  II.  1798.  4  X  WQuld 
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would  be  better  eiiiploycd  in  the  defence  of  Ireland.  1  hoagh 
averfe  to  the  mcafurey  he  thought  that  fome  medium  for  fup- 
plytng  the  fervice,  and  yet  prcferving  the  principle  of  xhc 
ad.  might  be  adopted.  He  thought  that  meafures  might  be 
adopted  to  enable  a  certain  proportion  to  be  taken  into  other 
regiments,  while  the  principle  of  the  militijt  would  not  thui 
be  infringed.  He  concluded  with  moving  an  amendment,  to 
leave  out  all  but  the  two  firft  paragraphs ;  to  exprefs  the  high 
ifenfe  the  Houfe  entertained  of  the  zeal  and  pairiotifm  ci 
thofc  who  had  offered  to  come  forward  with  their  fcrviccs ;  to 
alTure  his  Majefty,  that  the  queftion  fuggefted  in  the  Meilage 
was  one  of  the  iitmoft  confequcnce,  on  which  the  Houfe 
were  not,  in  the  prefent  circumdanccs,'  prepared  to  give  any 
opinion. 

The  Secretary  at  fFar  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gcntlenan 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  given  more  the  appearance  of  ar- 
gument to  what  he  maintained  than  any  of  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  but  he  could  not  help  being  ftirprired  that  his 
argument  had  led  him  tuthe  conclufion  he  had  formed.  Sotne 
gentlemen  had  fpoken  out  \  and  their  explanation  was  to  him 
perfedly  fatisfaAory ,  as  a  proof  of  their  motives  to  the  oppo- 
fition  they  had  avowed  to  the  meafure.  One  honourable 
Gentleman  had  obfcurely  developed  thofe  principles  on  which 
the  fendmg  an  additional  force  to  Ireland  was  oppofed,  ami 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoke  laft  but  one,  had  proved  an 
ample  commentator  on  what  that  honourable  member  had 
only  partly  difclofed.  In  fa^,  the  noble  Lord  had  done 
what,  in  vulgar  language,  is  called  letting  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag  ;  and  the  Hou  la  could  not  but  fee  that  from  the  language 
nfed  by  the  noble  Lord,  he  did  not  wifti  to  fupprefs  the  rt- 
bellion  in  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  vrou'4i 
not  vote  one  (hilling,  Or  one  man,  to  aifift  the  Government  ci 
Ireland  in  fubjugating  the  people  of  Ireland.  Was  not  thii 
the  exprcflionofa  wi(h  that  the  rebellion  ought  not  to  be 
fijpprelTed.  (A  general  cry  of  hear!  hear!  from  the  ofp^fttc 
tenches  J  Mr.  Windham  proceeded.  He  faid  it  was  not  by 
any  itieans  his  wifti  to  mifreprefent  the  noble  Lord,  but  if  ht 
had  done  fo,  the  opportunity  would  pre fently  occur  of  his  be- 
ing fet  risht.  One  honourable  Gentleman  had  fuggefted  that 
the  Hou^  ought  to  paufe  before  it  agreed  to  the  addrefs ; 
but  wo»»ld  Gentlemen  paufe  while  an  adive  rebelKonexifled 
in  one  corner  of  the  empire  ?  Were  honourable  Gentlemen 
to  hefitate  whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ffaould  ad  dcci- 
fively  In  a  crifis  fo  important  to  the  Britilh  intereds,  and  on 
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^c  events  of  which  the  fecurity  and  peace  even  of  Enghind 
ilfelf  To  much  depended?  Was  it  to  be  endured  that  men 
ihould  advife  that  the  Icgidature  (hoiild  look  on  while  the 
King's  troops  and  the  rebels  were  fighting,  and  not  aliift  the 
former  to  bring  the  latter  to  a  fenfc  of  duly  ?  To  the  decla- 
ration that  he  would  not  vote  or?  man  or  one  (hilling  to  Tub- 
jugate  Ireland,  the  noble  Lord  had  added,  that  he  would  not 
confent  to  men  being  fent  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  fubjeSs.     But  did  the  noble  Lord  not  know, 
that  in  the  mod  legitimate  war,  men  are  eaually  liable  to  im- 
brue their  hands  in  blood.     He  would  ailc  the  noble  Lord, 
would  he  not  ad  againft  the  army  of  Buoi^aparte,  fuppofing 
it  to  effed  a  landing  in  this  country  ;  or,  if  he  had  fuch  a 
term  in  his  vocabulary  as  nligioHy  would  the  noble  Lord  not 
fight  and  fupprefs  a  civil  war  ?  One  honourable  Gentleman 
had  fet  out  with  remarking,  that  the  militia  was  intended, 
and  originally  raifed  to  form  a  controul  over  the  (landing 
armyofthe  country.     It  might  have  been  fo.    But  in  point 
of  fad,  did  Gentlemen  not  know  the  king  had  the  power  of 
difbanding  the  militia.     His  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Banks) 
had  admitted  that  the  militia  might  be  reduced,  and  appeared 
to  wifh  a  corps  might  be  formed  from  it,  confiding  of  fuch 
men  as  were  really  difpofed  to  volunteer  their  fervices  againft 
the  rebels.     Yet  the  honourable  Gentleman  appeared  not  to 
have  recolleded,  that  if  this  were  once  done,  the  alledged 
conditutionat  check  would  ceafe;  that  if  the  militia  was  ori- 
ginally a  check,   any  reduction  of  it  would  diminilh  that 
check.     He  would  admit  that  it  might  be  convenient  to  ac- 
cept of  the  fervices  of  any  part  of  any  corps,  and  certainly  all 
offers  of  this  fort  were  not  voluntary.     They  v/ere  not  pro- 
duced by  the  fenfe  of  any  exifling  compulfory  law,  but  it  was 
true  that  (hamc,  a  fenfe  of  honour,  and  other  circumftances, 
would  aft  upon  a  man  moft  forcibly,  and  prefent  to  him 
a  moral  neceffity  for  undertaking  a  fcrvicehe  might  not  wifli 
to  enter  upon.     But  the  objc£lion  that  the  militia  had  been 
originally  raifed  merely  for  the  protedion  of  the  country, 
and  never  to  be  fent  out  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  him  ftronger 
than  might  be  uged  in  the  cafe  of  the  Fencible  corps  who  had 
been  raifed  originally  on  fimilar  terms-     Thcfe  corps  were 
at  that  moment  the  chief  body  the  Government  of  Ireland  had 
to  depend  upon  :  they  too  originally  made  offers  of  voluntary 
fervice,  and  if  the  Government  had  not  accepted  of  them,  the 
rebellion  in  Ireland  mufl  have  terminated  in  a  very  little 
time  in  favour  of  the  rebels.     It  might  be  true,  that  after 

4X2  adopting 
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adopting  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  then  in  difcufiifMi,  nsanjr 
-would  not  wiih  to  enter  into  the  militia*  but  fome  voluqtary 
offers  would  ftill  be  made,  and  it  was  in  fuch  a  cufe  the  in- 
convenience would  mod  probably  be  greatly  felt.  But  it  had 
been  faid,  that  no  neceflity  exHis  for  fending  the  mtlitia  lo 
Ireland  ;  and  if  this  were  Qvcn  admitted,  what  would  Gen- 
tlemen fay  of  convenience  and  expediency  ?  All  moral  and 

'.|>olitical  reafoning^vould  in  fa^  end.  did  men  exclnde  thefe 
terms  from  their  didionaries.  However  the  neceffity  was 
the  danger  to  Great  Britain  if  the  Irifli  rebels  (bould  ulti- 
mately prevail.  With  refped  to  documents,  Mr.  Windham 
contended,  that  the  Houfe  had  enough  of  ihem  to  (hew  that 
Ireland  was  in  imminent  danger,  and  the  difafter  to  Eoglaad 
would  be  great  if  Ireland  were  loft. — Some  Gentlemen  bad 
fpoken  much  of  the  violation  of  a  principle  of  jaftice  ;  but 
the  juftice  was  that  the  will  had  been  left  perfedly  free,  and 
men  made  a  tender  of  fervices  they  fincerely  defired  they 
might  be  able  to  afford.  It  had  been  contended,  that  to  adopt 
the  prefent  meafure  would  be  to  introduce  a  precedent,  of 
which  future  Minifters  might  make  a  highly  uoconlUtutioDal 
ufe.  And  in  purfuing.  that  obfervation  farther,  the  fame  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  fuppofed  a  cafe  when  the  deiife  of 
exciting  rebellion  in  France  might  lead  the  Government  to 
fend  the  militia  to  zS.  againft  that  country.  But  in  this  theie 
was  an  error  of  reafoning;  for  it  was  an  attempt  to  reaibn 
on  politics  as  if  the  difcuilion  had  been  on  matters  of  abftrad 
fcience.  Nothing  however  was  more  true  than  that  all  mat- 
ters of  reafonirtg  had  their  degrees  and  a  crifis  might  arife 
when  it  would  be  unavoidable  that  the  militia  fliould  be  em- 
ployed on  new  fervices.  And  moft  certainly  it  would  on  the 
prefent  occafion  be  fo  employed,  confidering  that  the  defence 
of  the  country  very  clofely  conneded  itfelf  with  the  exiftence 
of  Ireland.  He  would  not  fay  that  he  (hould  fupport  this 
doSrine  ftrenuoufly  on  a  motion  for  a  law  to  compel  the  mi- 

olttta  to  go  to  Ireland.     His  reafon  was  rather  that  voluntary 

-J^ff^s  had  been  made,  and  certainly  no  man  Would  fay  that  it 
was  not  jnft  that  men  (houkido  their  duty,  and  a  principle  of 

•juftice  that  they  (hould  be  permitted  to  defend  their  country. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  the  force  of  the  objedion  that  men 
would  be  obliged  to  enter  upon  fuch  a  fervice  from  a  princi- 
ple of  ftiame,  and  did  not  wifli  to  place  men  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  ;  but  it  could  not  be  expeded  that  it  was  poiSble  to  ob- 
yiate  fuch  difficulties.  With  regard  to  the  fuppofition  that 
many  people  would  probably  not  again  enter  into  the  militia 

it 
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if  this  mcafure  was  adopted,  he  could  only  fay  that  he  thought 
it  probable ;  but  even  luppofmg  it  poflible,  he  Should  fet  that 
SLgatnft  the  falration  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Windham  concluded 
ip^ith  obferving,  that  all  wiirs  required  vigorous  exertions,  but 
civil  war  was  different  from  every  other  fpecies  of  warfare  ; 
and  although  in  ordinary  wars  the  delay  of  a  few  days  might 
not  be  peculiarly  prejudicial,  a  civil  war  every  moment  ac« 
<}uires  force  from  time,  and  the  rebellious  fubjeds  of  acoun^ 
try  gain  inconceivable  advantages,  while  its  Government  may 
be  holitating  whether  it  (hall  exert  its  full  vigour,  and  givelo 
its  force  that  dir6£lion  which  fhould  appear  mofl  adapted  to 
aflert  its  own  digrtity  in  the  defeat  atid  confufion  of  a  lawlefs 
banditti. 

Lord  fFiUiam  RuJ/e/lxn  explanation,  complained  of  mtfre^ 
pTefentatiot^,  and  aflced,  what  would  have  been  thought  of 
any  member  who  (hould  have  attempted  to  pervert  the  mean- 
ing of  the  celebrated  ejaculation,  *•  Pcrifli  Commerce!  Live  . 
the  Conftiruiion  !"  The  words  he  had  u fed  were — *I  will 
not  vote  a  man  or  a  ihilliog  for  the  purpofe  of  fubjugatihg 
the  Irifli.  till  after  attempts'  at  reconciliation  have  failed,'* 
f^l  cry  of  hear  !  hear ! ) — Pcrfifting  in  this  ftatement  of  hi^ 
words,  he  faid,  "  They  were  my  words,  and  I  dare  any  man 
to  fay  they  were  not."     He  acknowledged  that  he  had  re- 

.  grettcd  men  (hould  be  Tent  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  fubjeSs,  but  it  was  merely  an  expreifion  of 
regret* 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  motion  which  has  f  o  night  been  fob- 
mitted  to  the  floufe  is  the  moft  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
that  every  was  heard  within  thcfe  walls  ;  and'the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  brought  forward  is  to  »hc  full  as  extra-' 
ordinary.  Long  as  the  Houfe  has  been  inured  to  be  treated 
with  contempt  by  the  King's  Minifters,  the  mode  in  which^ 
they  have  been  treated  on  the  prefent  occafion  is  even  more 
infuhing  than  any  thing  they  have  yet  experienced.  Thcf 
right  honourable  Gentleman  who  moved  the  addrefs  feems  tor 
have  confidered  the  meafure  propofed  as  one  to  which  no  ob- 
jedion  could  poflibly  be  framed  ;  and  he  introduced  it  as  one 
which  demanded  neither  apology  nor  explanation.  I  confefs 
that  the  fubjed  (hould  be  viewed  fo  inuch  as  a  matter  of 
courfe  by  that  right  honourable  Gentleman,  does  likewife  a 
little  furprife  me.  We  cannot  forget  how  Jately  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  came  down  to  this  Houfe,  and  ftated 
the  country  to  be  in  a  (late  of  imminent  danger,  which  re* 
guired  the  exertion  of  every  heart  and  hand  for  its  defence. 

It 
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It  is  indeed  fomewhat  extraordinary,  then,  that  after  telling' 
m  of  the  danger  of  the  crifis ;  and  after  alf  the  regular  troops 
are  fent  oat  of  this  kingdom,  and  when  1200  more  canoor  he 
found,  he  ihould  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  give  their  confent  to 
ftrip  tlic  country  of  the  Militia  force  on  which  it  relies  for  its 
defence.  We  have  not  heca  told  how  this  drain  is  to  be 
fupplied,  iVhat  new  fecurities  are  to  be  provided.  All  this 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemam  confiders  as  a  matter  of  coorfe, 
which  he  is  neither  called  upon  to  reconcile  to  ibrmer  ftate- 
inent»  nor  to  defend  up3n  any  ground  of  conftitutional  prin- 
ciple, of  found  policy. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  followed  upon  the  other 
fvle  was  at  no  greater  pains  in  his  fbort  f|)eech,  to  give  any  ar- 
gument in  fupport  of  the  meafure  propofed.     And  what  is  this 
extraordinary  meafure  intended  to  gain  ?    from  the  Lords* 
bill  it  appears,'  that  the  militia  force  which  it  is  thus  tnteiMkd 
to  fend  to  Ireland,  is  only  1200    [Here  Mr.  S^ieridan  was  in- 
formed that  the  number  was  to  be  1 2,000  j     But,  if  fuch  ad* 
ditionai  force  is  wanted,  why  not  fend  all  the  regular  troops 
which  are  to  be  found  before  the  conftitutional  principle  is  tio- 
iatcd }     Why  not  fend  the  aoco  of  the  Guards  in  town,  and. 
infiead  of  i2,ooOi  fend  only  10  000?    And,  if  thefe  12,000 
are  fent,  are  you  fure  that  this  will  do?  Will  you  continue  to 
JeiKl  more  qgf  the  Militia  to  Ireland  without  any  aflurrance  that 
the  danger,  late  fo  alarming,  is  removed ;  or  without  being 
informed  where  you  arc  to  look  for  defence  ? 
.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  began  his  fpeech 
with  faying,  that  nothing  like  an  argument  had  been  advanced 
on  this  ilde  of  the  Hou(e  worthy  of  ferious  confutation  ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentlernin,  however,  continued  to  make  a 
preny  long  and  warm  reply  to  thefe  no  arguments.  It  has  been 
afked,  what  would  have  been  thought  of  Minifters  if  they  bad 
concealed  the  offer  made  by  the  militia?     If  Minifters  could 
bave  done  what  they  now  propofe  without  confulting  the 
Boofe,  I  will  venture  to  fay  that  wefliould  have  heard  nothing 
db  tMe  offer.     Tuft  as  they  have  continued  to  fend  all  the  re- 
giifcir  force  to  Ireland*  upon  the  King's  prerogative  without 
ever  acquainting  the  Houfe  of  the  objedt,  or  afking  its  advice 
with  regapd^o  fhe'meafures  which  it  was  neceflary  to  purfue, 
they  would  hivo  *SSed'     The  advice  of  Parliament  would  have 
been  defpifed,'arid  Minifters  would  have  proceeded  upon  their 
own  difcretion.     Although  they  may  hold  in  contempt  the  ad- 
vice of  this  Houfe,  they  were  not  quite  bold  enough  to  a&  in 
violation  of  the  law,  which  they  are  afraid,  and  which  1  hope 
will  ftill  be  found  too  powerful  for  them.    They  required  the 

confent 
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co.ifentof  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  ncccflary  to  apply  for  its 
fan£tion.  Never  was  there  a  word  of  Rebellion  in  Ireland 
mentioned;  never  was  the  lead  communication  made,  on 
-which  the  Houfe  could  ofFer  its  advice,  till  its  confcnt  rouft  be 
oStained  to  one  of  the  mod  unconftltutional  meafures  that  ever 
was  brought  forward  in  Parliament. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  in  replying  to 
the  no  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  on  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  fattened  on  an  expreilion  of  my  hon.  Friend,  that  he 
would  not  vote  a  fmgle  (hilling,  nor  agree  to  fend  a  fingle  maa 
to  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubjagating  the  opprefled  people 
of  that  country.  Is  it  then  unconditutional  ?  is  it  unparlia- 
mentary language  for  a  member  of  this  Houfe  to  fay,  that  he 
cannot  give  his  aid  to  any  fyftem  of  meafures,  or  any  ads  of 
the  Executive  Government,  till  he  has  examined  and  approved 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are  juftified  ?  Does  the  righ& 
iionourable  Gentleman  remember  what  Mr.  Burke  faid  in  his 
Letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,  and  I  hope  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Burke  will  not  be  Icfs  in  his  cdimatton  than  when  he  was 
confirmed  by  his  fentiments^  and  animated  by  his  example  } 
In  the  letter  to' which  I  allude,  Mr.  Barke  fays,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  will  never  enter  mto  a  war  for  the  conqueft  of 
Irelan(|,  without  knowing  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel.  This 
then  is  what  my  hon.  Friend  requires.  He  dclires  to  know 
the  ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  this  he  thinks  an  eflential  en« 
quiry  before  the  Houfe  ought  either  dire£ll}  or  indire<^iy  to 
give  its  fandion  to  any  fydem  of  meafures,  or  contribute  its 
fupport  to  carry  them  into  efFedt.  The  right  hon«  Gentleman' 
exprefles  a  doubt,  whether  at  all  we  are  willing  to  give  our 
fupport  to  extineuifli  Rebellion  in  Ireland.  1  am  aware  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  defirous  to  lead  us  into  ilippery 
ground.  He  (hall  not,  however,  betray  me  to  be  guilty  of  any 
indiicretion.  When  he  accufes  us  of  being  defirous  to  with- 
hold our  aid  in  the  extindlion  of  that  Rebellion,  I  would  afk 
bim,  whether  he  means  to  fay,  that  in  every  cafe  this  Houfe 
is  bound  to  fide  with  a  King  of  Ireland,  and  an  Irifh  Hoiife  df 
Commons,  againd  the  people  of  Ireland?  Will  he  maintain 
that  propofition  generally?  Will  he,  without  direfliy  apof- 
tatizing  from  every  opinion  he  ever  held,  deny  that  caies  may 
occur  in  which  it  would  be  impoffible  for  this  Hcufe  to  give 
their  fupport  on  that  fide  ?  Suppofe  that  the  Iriih  Parliament 
were  to  re-cna£k  all  thofe  horrible  datutes  by  which  the  people 
were  opprefied,  and  abfolutely  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
ijrutes,  would  this  Houfe  be  bound  to  fupport  the  Irifli  Legi- 
flature  againd  the  people  in  fuch  a  quarrel?  If  the  Parliament 

of 
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of  Irelatulvere  to  enad  torture  by  iaw,  if  it  were  to  ftatca» 
neceflary,  and  eftaWifti  in  pradiicc,  baftiics,  arbitrary  impri- 
ibnment»  tgnoiiaiuous  punifhment  wiibout  convidlion,  tranf. 
portation  without  trial,  and  a  feries  of  bppreffion  too  degrading, 
too  tyrannical  for  huoFian  nature  to  endure,  would  theBritiih 
Houfe  of  Commons  be  bound  to  fupport  the  Irifli  Legiibture 
againft  the  refentnient  which  fuch  proceedings  had  profobtd  > 
Meroiy  becaufe  the  men  who  reGft  fuch  oppreffion  are  aikd 
Rebels*  and  thofe  who  oppofe  them  are  called  the  King's 
Troops,  muft  this  Houfe,  at  all  hazards,  fupport  the  Irifh  Le- 
giflaturc?     Unlefs  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   is  prepared  to 
sttra^l  every  opinion  which  he  entertaiped  upon  firoiiar  fob- 
ffStU  he  cannot  affiim  that  this  Houfe,  in  fuch  ftate  of  things, 
has  but  one  line  of  condu£t  to  purfue.     This^  Houfe  b  not 
bound  tofanf^ion  the  injuftice  and  to  ftrengtheo  the  opprefllon 
whidi  the  Legiflature  of  the  Sifter  Kingdom,  however  iode- 
pendent,  might  (>e  pleafcd  to  inAiA.     This  much  I  (ay  g^- 
lally,  becaufe  I  am  unwillmg  to  refer  to  the  particular  cieors 
of  the  prcTent  time.     I  think,  however,  I  have  faid  enough  to 
ttitm  that  it  becomes  this  Houfe  gravely  to  en<|«tre  what  is  rhc 
aatuic  of  the  quarrel  in  which  it  is  called  upon  to  engage,  and 
what  the  grounds  on  which  its  fupport  is  demand^.    I  am 
icady  to  declare  that  every  effort  ought  to  be  exerted  to  pntem 
Ireland  from  falling  under  the  power  of  FrarKC,  but  diis  is  a 
jK>int  totally  difierent  from  themeritof  the  ftruggle  towiiicli 
we  are  required  to  became  parlies.     One  hon.  Gentletnaa  has 
diotight  propsr  to  aflert,  that  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland  is  not 
only  unprecedented  in  its  nature,  but  he  has  ftyled  it  wholly 
unprovoked,  and  ventured  to  affirm  that  every  meafnreof  con- 
ciliation  was  employed  u>  avert  it.     It  v^as  indeed  with  theot- 
noft  wonder  and  furpriGs  that  I  heard  this  aflertion  advanced. 
What,  when  conciliation  was  held  out  to  the  people  of  Ire* 
land,  was  there  any  difcontent?  When  the  Govemisient  of 
Ireland  was  agreeaMe  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  was  there 
any  dfijTcontcnt  ?  After  the  profpedl  of  that  conciliation  wa 
t^en  away — after  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  recalled^— after  the 
hoff%  which  had  been  raifcd  were  blaAed — when  the  fpirit  of 
the  people  was  beaten  down,  infulted,  defpifed,  I  will  alk  any 
Gentleman  to  point  out  a  fiugle  zSt  of  conciliation  which  has 
emaoated  from  Ac  Government  of  Ireland  ?  Oh  the  contrary! 
has  not  that  ooontry  exhibited  one  continual  fcene  of  the  moll' 
grievous  oppreOions,  of  the  moft  vexatious  proceedings ;  arbi- 
trary punifbments  iAfil£led  ;  torture  declared  neceflary  hvjdie 
high^h  authority  in  tlie  Sider  Kingdom,  next  to  that,K.Af£ 
Legiflature  ?    Aod  do  Gentlemen  fay  that  the  \ni 
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vk'hich  is  roufcd  by  fuch  exercife  of  Government  is  unpro- 
voked r  Is  this  conciliation — is  this  lenity?  Has  eyerv  thing 
4^ccn  done  to  avert  the  evils  of  rebellion  ?  It  is  the  famioii  to 
fay,  and  the  Addrcfs  holds  the  fame  language,  that  the  ixbef- 
lion  which  now  rages  in  the  fitter  kingdom  has  been  oV\ing 
to  the  machinations  of  *<  v^'ickcd  men."  Agreeing  to  the  ^ 
amendment  propofed,  it  was  my  firft  intention  to  move  that 
l^hefe  fliould  be  omitted.  But  no,  Sir,  the  fa£l  they  aflert  is 
true.  It  is«  indeed  to  the  meafures  of  wicked  men  that  the 
deplorable  ftatc  of  Ireland  is  to  be  imputed.  !♦  is  to  thofe 
itVicked  Minifters  who  have  bn^kcn  the  promiics  tht  y  held 
out ;  who  betrayed  the  party  they  ftduceci  into  their  views, 
to  be  the  inOruments  ot  the  toole{^  treachery  that  ever  was 
pradifed  againft  any  people.  «t  is  to  thofe  wicked  Minifters 
who  have  given  up  that  dcvottd  ccumtiy  to  plunder ;  refigncd 
it  a  prey  to  that  la<Siion  by  which  ii  ijas  fo  long  been  tramp- 
led upon,  and  abandoned  it  to  every  fpecies  of  infult  and  opr 
predion  by  which  a  cmmtry  was  evtr  overwhelmed^  or  the 
fpirit  of  a  peoplp  infnjted,  that  we  owe  the  miferies  into 
which  Iifihnd  is  p1im>^cd,  and  the  dangers  by  which  Engr 
land  is  threatened.  ThcTe  evils  are  the  doing  of  wicked  Mi- 
niftersj  and  applied  to  them  the  language  of  the  Addrcfs  rcr 
{lords  a  fatal  and  inelancholy  truth. 

But  if  gentlemen  are  not  difpofcd  to  take  thefe  words  as 
underHood  by  me,  let  them  look  back  at  the  circumftanccs, 
and  fee  whether  they  can  diTcovcr  any  caufe  adequate  to  the 
effects  which  v\e  behold.  |.et  gentlemen  look  back  to  i\)e 
period  when  a  whole  people,  pnder  the  Government  of  Lord 
jFitzwilliam,  exhibited  the  mod  fervent  and  finccre  hiyalty, 
and  fay  whether  they  can  difcover  any  caufe  for  the  change 
which  has  taken  place.  After  being  betrayed,  duped,  in- 
fiilted.  fooled^  difappolnted  in  their  deareft  hopes,  and  de- 
prive^ of  the  Government  op  which  they  could  confide,  and 
again  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  rulers  they  detcfted  and 
dcfpifed,  was  it  impofllble  that  they  (hould  fcfrl  emotion^  of  - 
indignation  and  difcontcnt  ?-— Evety  nvA  1  in  the  Hdnfefrtci 
well  rccollefls  the  fubfcrip'inn  let  on  foot  in  Lof/'in,  uncfer 
the  atifpices,  I  believe,  of  Mr.  Angerftcin,  in'^ofdeV  fo  coU 
)»''Sl  money  for  the  fiipport  of  indultrioiis  maniMaJlWers  in 
Ireland,  wholly  viihuiit  employment,  and  deftt*utd  of  the 
means  of  fut)ri(lencc.  Of  this  defcription  there  were  from 
30  to  40,000  men  in  Irclnnd.  Ey  the  produce  of  chax.itable 
fobfcription'J  25,000  a  week  were,  by  the  fcantieft  bcnrfa(!- 
tions  prevented  from  being  famifhed.  Such  wasthe  fiiua- 
\oi^.  11.  J 798.      '  4  Y  '  lion 
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tion  of  fo  many  unhappy  individuals,  and  when  charity  was 
wearied  out,  unable  any  longer  to  fupply  their  wants,  it  was 
not  the  poifon  of  Fcench  principles,  but  the  yiznt  of  bread 
that  feduced  them.  It  was  not  their  defire  to  be  Frenchifi- 
ed^ but  their  reiu£lance  to  be  fami(hed,  that  wrought  upon 

•  them  to  make  new  attempts  to  efcape  from  their  mifery. 
This  was  the  true  caufe  that  made  them  a  prey  to  (eduction, 
and  with  one  fo  fatisfactory  "before  our  eyes^  why  need  we 
feek  to  .impute  their  conduct  to  the  poifon  of  French  princi- 
ple^, a  caufe  fo  inadequate  to  the  effect. 

This  much  I  have  thought  it  right  to  fay  in  defence  of 
thofe  who  think  it  neceflary  to  enquire  into  the  groundt  of 
the  quarrel  between  the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
fifter  kingdom.  1  now  return  to  the  meafure  before  the 
Houfe.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  denies  that  the  militia 
could  be  intended  in  any  (hape  as  a  counterbalance  to  a 
(landing  army,  becaufe  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Crou-n  to 
reduce  the  militia  at  pleafure.  1  (hould  really  have  expedcd 
that,  upon  fuch  a  queflion,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  argued  on  fome  information  upon  the  fubjed.  Hie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  proved  himfelf  completely  igno- 
rant of  the  conftitution  of  the  militia.  The  King  can  nei- 
ther increafe  nor  diminifh  the  number  of  the  mili  ia. — Each 
county  fupplies  a  certain  number,  and  can  neither  have  more 
nor  Itfs  than  its  quota.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  fervice  is  vo- 
luntary, but  I  contend  that  it  is  not.  The  cafe  of  the  Fen- 
cibles  is  mentioned  as  in  point,  but  nothing  can  be  mc^e  dit- 
ferent.  The  Fencibles  are  raifed  on  certain  conditions  be- 
tween the  individuals  authorifcd  by  Minifters  and  the  men 
who  enlift  ;  nor  is  it  furprifing.  that  thefe  engagements 
(hould  be  violated  by  thofe  who  have  (hewn  themfelves  inca- 
pable of  adhering  to  any  contract,  or  being  faithful  to  any 
engagements.  The  militia,  however,  was  on  a  different  foot- 
ing.    The  militia  was  raifed,  not  by  a  contra<9  between  in- 

*'^tdividuals,  but  on  a  compad  of  law.  it  js  in  vain  to  talk  of 
a  thing  being  voluntary  where  no  real  option  is  left-  The 
cafe  of  the  worthy  baronet  iSir  L.  Palk),  is  a  proof  of  thi5. 
He  finds  himfelf  in  the  whimfical  fituation  of  being  a  rs/i/n- 
teer  without  knowing  it.  It  reminds  me  of  the  ftory  of  the 
people  who  were  dragging  a  man  along,  and  on  being  aftetl 
the  reafon,  gave  foranfwer  tha'  it  was  a  voiimtcer  they  were 
carrying  along  with  them — It  had  been  faid,  that  the  rcfo- 
lution  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  worthy  Baronet,  who 
have  exprelfcd  their  determination  to  follow   their  corps 
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^wherever  they  go,  is  a  proof  that  they  are  not  compelled. 
The  motive  from  which  rhcy  afl,  however,  is  fubmiflion, 
not  confent.  They  go  not  for  the  rcafon  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  for  the  reafon  afligned  by  themfelyes, 
that  they  would  not  defert  the  brave  men  with  whom  they 
fcrvcd.  What  indeed  is  the  mode  employed  to  collcft  the 
difpofition  of  a  regiment  refpe^ing  its  going  to  Ireland- 
Thcy  are  called  out  on  the  parade.  Every  man  watches  the 
looks  of  his  neighbour ;  he  is  afraid  to  refufe  aflent  at  a  mo-  - 
ment  when  fufpicion  is  fo  ready  to  fatten  on  the  moft  indif- 
ferent things.  With  aching-hearts^  with  reludant  minds, 
without  any  thing  of  found  will  and  real  confent,  they  arc 
dragged  into  the  confent,  which  is  falfely  called  voluntary, 
and  thefe  are  the  men  who  are  confidered  as  fit  corps  for  re- 
fifting  rebellion  in  Ireland.  The  comparifon  of  the  Volun- 
tary Contributions  was  perfqftly  exa6l.  To  the  meafure  of 
Voluntary  Contributions  I  was  friendly,  and  I  was  forry  to 
fee  it  aflume  in  any  degree  the  appearance  of  con^pulfion.  I 
did  not  like  to  hear  of  regiments  called  out  to  be  aflced  whe- 
ther they  would  give  up  a  week's  pay,  and  of  (hips'  compa- 
nies brought  on  deck  to  fubfcribe  their  contribution.  The 
mifchiefs  of  a  deliberative  army  have  already  been  forcibly 
reprefented;.a  deliberative  army  may  become  an  addrefling 
'tirmy ;  and  an  addrefling  army  a  di£lating  army.  When  the 
principle  is  once  violated,  there  are  no  mifchiefs.to  which  it 
may  not  extend. 

We  are  now  called  upon  for  our  laft  military  (lake,  the 
militia ;  and  it  is  natural  to  a(k  where  we  are  to  look  for  de- 
fence^f  Is  the  danger  to  which  the  public  attention  was  fo 
forcibly  direfied,  lefs  now  than  it  was  ? — Before  the  trials  at- 
Maidftone  took  place  we  were  informed  by  a  right  honour- 
al)Ie  Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  dangers  of  the 
utmoR  magnitude  exi(led.  The  promifed  communications 
on  the  fubjefi,  however,  have  not  yet  been  received.  Arc 
we  to  underdand,  then,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  was  fu(pond- 
ed  without  any  fufficient  caufe ;  or  do  the  dangers  which 
then  exifted  (till  threaten  to  afTail  us  ?  Have  Minifters  fairly 
and  impartially  weighed  oiir  fituation,  and,  knowing,  as  all 
the  world  mud  have  known,  the  ftate  of  Ireland — the  num- . 
ber  of  troops  in  that  Quarter,  and  the 'probable  demand  for 
new  reinforcements,  have  they  taken  the  precautions  for 
fupplying  the  drain  of  men,  and  providing  fuch  means  of  de- 
feijjc.^^3s  our  fituation  a(Forded  ?— This  ihey  have  not  done. 
>   ,■..,;■         ■        ■  4Ya  They 
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They  calfed  .upon  the  fpirit  and  the  exertion  of  the  country'; 
they  galled  upon  nvcn  to  forget  th^ir  political  divifions,  and 
to  unite  in  the  great  objeS  of  the  national  defence.  Many 
of  thofe  who  Had  been  in  the  habit  of  oppofing  Mlniftcrs 
fAewed  a  zealous  difpofitron  to  fupport  the  great  objcfl  of 
national  cfefence.  In  many  cafes  this  fpirit  had  been  aniWcred 
by  a  behaviour  hljghrydircreditable  to  Minifters.  Unlcfsexhf- 
biiing  (ymptoms  of  apoffacjr  from  every  principle  men  had 
'  previoufly  eritertaincd,  their Tery fees  were  rejefterf  To  ihfe 
figns  of  diflent  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  exhibifs,  I 
fay/that  iKe  aflQciaiion  formed  in  t^e  Borough  of  Southwart, 
is  a,  proof  6f  this  alTertion.  For  another  proof  of  it,  I  have 
only  to  look  at  an,  hon.  Friend  of  mine  befide  me  (General 
f  Tacleton.)  It.  would  be  fuperfluous  in  me  to  fay  any  thing 
in  p.raife  of  his  courage  and  military  talents.  This  counti)', 
all  Europe,  and  America  can  bear  teflimouy  to  his  merit. 
My  hop.  friend  candidly  and  manfully  offered  his  fcrrices 
\vhcrever  they^  could  fie  employed.  They  were  rcjcQed, 
however,  with  contempt.  And  does  any  perfon  fuppofe, 
that  if  my  fion.  f*rieiid  had  teen  in  the  fiabit  of  cringing  f6 
JVImifti?rs,  he  wouki  have  remained  unemployed  ?  Indeed, 
to  tJie  furprife  of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  anoniflinr.ent  of  the 
country,  his  fervices  have  been  rejeQed,  merely  bccaufc  he 
remained  faithful  to  the  political  fentiraents  he  has  entertain- 
ed. Religious  diftinflions  too  have  been  kept  up,  diftinc- 
tions  which,  when  the  fituation  of  the  Pope  is  confidcrerf, 
any  belief  in  his  fupremacy  would  not  have  rendered  very 
formidable.  Some  time  ago,  when  I  propofed'th'at  a  certain 
oath,  required  to  be  taken  by  thofe  who  ferve  his  Majefly  in  a 
military  capacity,  fhould  be  oinitted  in  favour  of  Roman 
Catholics,  the  motion  was  rejected.  Brought  forward  par- 
tially on  another  bill  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr-  Wilbcr- 
force)  it  fucreedcd  ;  and  was  rejected  on  another  attempt  to 
extend  it  to  Difleniers.  Ar^otl^cr  inftance  of  this  fpirit  Oc- 
curred in  the  behaviour  of  Minifters  to  Lord  Petre.  That 
nobleman  had  been  at  the  trouble»and  expence  of  xaifi^nga 
corps  of  ElUx  Rangers.  •  The  commillron,  by  which  ihts 
corps  was  to  be  cotnmanded  by  Lord  Petre 's  fon,  was  refufcd* 
to  be  figned,  becaufe  that  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the 
Whig  Club.  Perhaps  this  offer  may  have  (ince  besn  accept- 
ed, and  the  circumftancc  of  difficulty  cleared  up.  There  arc 
other  inftances,  however,  in  which  the  fame  fpirit  lias  been  dif- 
ola;yed  by  Miniftcrs.  A  noble  Duke  (the  D.of  Bedford),  of  greit 
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character  and  influence,  defirous  to  e^ert  that  influence  tri 
Tuch  a  manner  as  might  Arengthen  the  country  ^t  the  prefent 
'difficult  crifis,  had,-  upon  the  mofl:  liberal  terms,  under  the 
Tanction  df  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  raifed  a  corps  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  voluhteers  afTaviftock,  in  DeVonfliire,  which 
-was  to  be  bnited  td  a  .corps  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  which 
previoufly  eiifted.     THefe  men  wfere  to  be  cloathe^  arid  paid 
at  the  noble  Duke's  own  ejcpence,  and  the  men'  were  raifed, 
send  every  hing  arranged.  Every  {hing  was  prep^r.ed — when 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Whig  Club,  the  noble  Duke  ha^^ing  faid 
that  a  right  hon.  Friend  of  his,  not  now  prefent,  was  more 
meritorious  from  the  ahiniofity  wnich  Miriifters  had  teftified 
againfl.him  ;  from  a  newfpaper  report  of  this  fpcecfi,  the 
fervices  of  the  noble  t>uke  were  rejected.     A  letter  was  fent 
by  >the  right  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Dundas), 
commenting  upon  that  fcntence  in  the  fpeech,  and  arguii>g 
that  a  perfoii  who  held  fuch  language  was  unfit  to  be  entru fl- 
ed with  any  command.     Upon  this  pretext  the  fervices  of  the 
noble  Duke  were  rejected.     Surely  Minifters,  while  they  act 
in  this  manner,  check  the  fpirit  coming  forward  in  the  rfe- 
fence  of  the  country,  and  deprive  it  of  the  affiftance  of  many 
who  are  zealous  in  its  caufe,  and  neglect  thoTe  precautions  of 
fecurity  which  the  drain  of  troops  to  Ireland  has  rendered 
hcceflary. 

To  keep  Ireland  againft  the  will  of  the  jjcopte.  is  a  vain  ex» 
pcflation.  With  So,ooo  troops. 'with  arms  and  dlfcipruie^ 
againft  an  unarmed  and  undifciplined  multitude  !  Is  it  not 
clear  ll\at  the  contcft  lies  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple? Without  reverfmg  the  fvflem,  therefore,  Ireland,  as  the 
phrafe  is,  cannot  be  faved.  The  ftrugglc  is  one,  not  of  local 
dHcontcnt  and  partial  difaiFedtion,  but  it  is  a  qonteft  betvyeen 
the  people  and  Government.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  with- 
out entering  into  a  particular  enquiry,  the  fair  prcfumption  is, 
that  the  Government  is  to  blame.  He  concluded  with  cot- 
curring  in  the  amenvhnent.  ^y  ^ 

Mr.  Pf^ynne  faid  a  few  words  that  we  coiild  not  hear.  •  ,, 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  regret 
that  he  did  not  detain  the  Houfe  in  making  his  motion,  by  en- 
deavouring to  explain  the  reafons  for  making  it  ;  and  fliouid 
he  have  attempted  to  obviate  the  objcflions  that  he  thought 
would  have  been  urged,  he  (houldnot  have  touched  upon  many 
6f  thofe  that  had  been  brought  forward  ;*  bccaufc  he  was  ready 
to  confefs  he  did  not  fuppofe  that  the  objcftiohs  would  have 
Wrt  fuch  as  had  becu  ftatcJ.    Indeed  he  fliould  not  even  ooh^ 
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'have  thooght  it  neceflary  to  fay  machy^if  any  thing,  upon  diis 
gueftion,  but  for  fome  perfonal  alludons^  of  which  he  did  not 
comphipi  although  they  could  hardiv  be  defended  upon  the 
fcore  of  irregularity  ;  but  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  had 
^uft  preceded  him«  had»  in  fome  meafure  made  it  neceflary  fer 
iim  to  make  fome  6bfervations.  iFirft,  then  he  would  begia 
with  a  fentence  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  Gentleooan 
himfelf ;  he  ha(}  faid,  and  no  doubt  fincercly,  "  that  he  did  not 
ye'iih  to  fee  Ireland  become  a  pofl  of  France.*  On  that  ground 
would  he  make  his  (land  ;  and  he  believed  before  he  quitted 
fbe' place  in  which,  he  flood,  he  fliould  perfuade  the  Houferhat 
that  honourable  Gentleman  Ibould  either  rctraift  that  propofi- 
tion,  pr  retradl  moft  of  the  obfervations  in  his  fpeech  to  night, 
for  that  they  could  not  (land  together,  inafmuch  as  they^were 
wholly  inconfiftent  with  each  otnctr. 

As  to  the  idea  that  this  meafure  was  unconftitutiorraT,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  militia  was  edablifhed  as  a  check  and  con- 
trouJagainft  a  (landing  afmy,  he  could  only  fay,  he  know  not 
where  Gentlemen  took  up  that  idea.  He  was  not  in  Parlia- 
ment at  the  time  the  btll  for  eftablifhing  the  militia  was  moved 
for,  and  therefore  could  not  ftate  precifely  the  ground  upon 
which  the  promoters  of  the  plan  fubmitted  it  to  Parliament, 
and  the  ground  upon  which  it  was  adopted,  but  he  had  cndea- 
vcured  to  colledl  from  the  heft  fources  he  could  meet  with, 
fomcthing  of  the  outline  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was 
"agreed  to,  and  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  idea  of  the  mditia  being 
a  checic  and  controul  upon  the  (landing  army,  was  not  the 
ground  upon  which  the^meafure  was  moved,  or  upon  which  it 
was  adopted.  Having  enlarged  upon  this  topick,  he  concluded 
it  with  faying,  it  ought  to  be  difmi(rcd  as  an  idle,.childifti,iboU 
j(h  converfation. 

He  fhoufd  now  proceed  to  (hew  that  the  obfervations  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman  were  inconfiflent  with  his  propofition, 
that  Ireland  (hould  not  be  made  a  port  of  France.  *  But  firft  he 
muft  obferve  upon  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion  re- 
lative to  tlie  necelBty  of  calling  on  all  defcriptions  of  people  to 
^repa[je  agninft  llie  attack  of  the  enemy.  He  Was  perfrftly 
teady  to  be  examined  upon  what  he  had  then  faid,  and  to  com- 
pare it  with  what  he  now  proj>ofcd.  He  admitted  at  once  that 
at  that  time  hediftinflJy  (lated  in  plain  language,  that  the'fal- 
vation  of  this  country  depended  entirely  on  its  own  exertions; 
on  the  zeal,  ardour  and  loyalty  of  its  people  ;  and  the  Hoofe 
would,  allow  him  to  fay,  that  the  twelve  ihoufand,  (for  he  avow- 
ed the  number  to  be  fo,  and  not  twelve  hundred,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  dated,  from  what  document  he  knew  not,  if  it 
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oamc  from  the  other  Hoult  ot  Painaraent,it  was  a  miflake  in 
the  number,  how  il  had  happened  he  could  not  tcllj,  he  would 
Tay  that  twelve  thoufind  of  the  militia  forces  ouglil  *now  t.)  be 
allowed  to  go  to  l:'eland,  and  that  was  the  refoluiion  he  intend- 
ed to  propofe  (hould  the  Hoofc  agree  to  the  addrcVs  which  he 
had  moved.     He  begged  Gentlemen  to  recoiled  the  change 
virhtch  had  taken  place  in  our  fituation  fince  the  time  when  he 
made  the  declaration  that  this  country  rauft  make  great  pre- 
i3aratiofns  again  (I  the  enemy.     At  the  J)eginning  of  this  year 
our  militia'were  about  36,000  men,  now  they  were  icoooo 
men.     At  that  time  we  had  cavalry  forces  of  about  feven'  thou- 
^    land  men,  now  we  had  about  twenty  thoufand.    At  thatperfod 
we  had  a  large  body  of  Volunteer  Corps,  but  they  had  bejeii 
continuaUy  mcreafing;  he  could  not,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  be  accurate  as  to  the  amount  of  this  force,  but  he  was 
confident  he  did  not  underfland  it  at  100  060,  and  therefoirc 
he  (hould  be  relieved  from  any  charge  of  mconiiftency  in  hav- 
ing at  one  time  faid  it  was  abfolutcly  ncceflary  for  the  people 
to  prepare  for  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and  now  to  propofe  to 
fend  out  of  the  country  part  of  its  force;  the  diflPcrencc  be- 
tween the  quantity  of  force  removed  that  objcftion*     Gentle- 
men now  (iiid,  that  he  muft  either  admit  there  is  now  no  appre^ 
hejvfion  of  in  vafion,  or  elfc  no  part  of  the  force  (hould  l)C  fcnt  out 
of  it.     He  faid  now,  that  fafety  from  that  invaiion  depended  on 
the  continuation  of  that  fpirit  which  the  people  of  this  country 
had  already  manifefted.     He  faid  now,  what  he  had  repeated- 
ly faid,  if  this  country  was  true  to  itfelf,  and  determined  to 
exert  irs  power  againft  the  enemy,  he  had  no  doubt  of  perfeft 
lecurity .   He  was  indeed  proud  to  feel  that  he  was  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  an  ifland  that  had,  to  the  admiration  of  the  reft  of 
the  World,  maintained  its  honour  and  its  charafler  for  independ- 
ence.   Bui  he  would  now  conV;  clofen  to  the  argument  on  which 
he  conceived  the  whole  of  this  meafure  reOed ;  for  he  would 
fay  at  once,  becaufe  he  feh,  that  if  he  was  informed  that  a  large 
body  off  the  French  were  adually  on  board  and  failing  towards 
this  country  for. the  cxprcfs  pur|X)fe  of  invading  it,  he  (hpg^ 
eveTi  thcii  advife  his  Majelly  to  fend  10 or  12  thoufand  men  to 
Irtlanil  to  quell  the  rebellion  there — yes,  he  repeated  it,  if  the 
French  fleet  was  at  fea  with  tranfports  for  the  exprefs  purpo(e 
of  invadmg  this  ifland,  and  while  the  people  were  making  de- 
fence upon  defence,  upon  apprehenlion  of  danger,   he  would 
even  then  advife  his  Majefty  to  fend  10  or  12  thoufand  men  to 
l:<iland  ro  quell  the  rebellion  there.     He  hoped  that  this  was 
coming  pretty  clofe  to  the  argument  upon  which  this  queftion 
rclkd,  and  that  he  was  fairly  putting  his  opinion,  and  meeting 
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all  ohjcft ions  to  this  mcafure,  candidly  at  Icaft  i  thJs  be  fjicj 

fr  upo"  the  firength  of  the  obfcrvation.  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman^ 

that  Ireland  (hould  not  bp  a  province  of  France.    AIJ  he  dcdrcd 

•    Gentlemtn  to  allow  was,  that  there  is  now  an  exifting  rebellirai 

in  Ireland ;  and  having  clone  fo,  it  would  follow   that  foice 

,  pKfafqre  (hould  be  adopted  to  cjuell  it.     Of  what  nature  wa^ 
that  rebelhon.h'e  would  aQs.?  Gentlerqen  (i^igl^t  difguifc  it  fo|- 
,  the  purpofesof  dHwte,  but  they  could  pot  fay  it  was  noi  the 

dcfKi  aiul  cSjeft  of  a  great  number  of  low  and  deluded  people 
jn  Ircjund  ro  feparate  tbatrountry  from  this,  and  to  make  ofe 
of  the  arms  of  France  to  accomp1i(h  that  olyeS,  Out  of  the 
room  in  which  be  was  now  fpeaking,  he  was  ftfre  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himfelf  would  not  venture  to.  tell  him  dtflincUy, 
that  he  believed  there  did  not  now.  exift  a  great  body  of  low 
people  who  wiflicd  to  feparate  it  fiom  this,  through  the  arms  of 
France.  Witji  what  confiftency,  then,  could  the  obfcrvation^ 
and  the  propofition  o^  the  hon.  Gentleman,  **  that  Ireland 
(hould  not  be  a  poft  of  France,"  (land  together?  And  what 
was  mpre  effcntial  to  the  intereft  of  this  country,  tlian  that 
Ireland  fliould  not  be  made  either  a  poft  or  a  province  of 
France  ?  Need  he  refer  to  the  geography  cf  the  two  countries  \ 
'  Need  he  fay  th^t,  to  give  to  France,  Hollan(f^  Flanders,  and  all 
the  places  upon  the  continent  oppofitc  to  our  coafi^  was  not  fo 
dangerous  to  (3reat  Britain  as  if  they  had  a  pert  in  freland? 

^  He-thercfore  faid,- thatto  fend  troops  to  Ireland  to  que  If  the 
Rebellion  there,  was,  in  other  woids,  fending  troops  to  prevent 
the  French  from  obtaining  a  poft  there,  and  that  was  in  Ycality  • 
defending  Great  3ntain  a$  well  asdef^ndif.g  Ireland;  and  the 
militia  in  going  to  Ireland  were  afling  on  the  (tuc  fpirit  of 
their  inftitution,  for,  by  fo  doing,  they  were  d<:fending  Great 
Britain  againft  the  enemy.  Wi^«at  the  rpilitia  was  now  aboa( 
to  do,  was  therefore  according  ^o  tlie  principle  of  their  efta- 
blifhment,  namely,  to  carry  into  effect  ihofe  means  that  were 
in  reality  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain,  of  whiirh  they  were 
a  conftiturional  fafcguard.  He  laid  it  down  broadly,  that  the 
defence  of  Ireland  were  only  other  words  ufcd  for  Uie  defence 
of  England.  As  to  the  general  cry  that  was  fet  up  aj^ainif 
this  nicafure,  and  particularly  whai  had  been  faid  Hv  a  ftoblc 
Lordi  he  owned  he  was  not  ipuch  moved  by  it.  Gentlemen 
called  for  documents ;  what  documents  did  they  want  to  know 
that  there  was  a  rebellion  in  Ireland  ?  but,  perhaps,  thev  want- 
ed to  know  whether  it  was  a  juftifiabic  rebellion.'  Did  lht]j 
Qiean  to  wait  to  fettle,  this  point  until  Ii eland  ihouid  become  a 
province  to  France,  for  that  might  be  the  effeft  of  their  oppofi- 
tioij  to  this  insalure  ^ing  fucccfsful?  They  faid,  iIk-v  would 
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not  vote  for  fending  to  Ireland  either  one  man  or  one  niilling^ 
Ysntil  they  had  intbrmarion  upon  this  matter. .  This  would  in* 
oreafc,  inftead  of  dimmlrtiing,  the  rage  of  the  Rebels*  (ndeed 
^hi$  was  not  veryconfilknt  with  the  manner  in  which  the  hon, 
Oentleman  had  hinafcJt  fpokcn  on  a  formic  occaGon,  when  h« 
bad  laid,  mod  eloqucntiv;  '^  let  us  not  now  examine  who 
brought  us  into  our  iituatFon,  let  us  firft  beat  php  French/' 
That  was  the  fubftance  of  the  fentiment  expreflcd  by  that  hon^ 
CSentleman^  and  it  was  a  very  noblp  one »  but  he  conceived 
that  the  obfervations  of  the  fame  Gentleman  this  night  were 
at  variance  with  that  fcnttroent.  It  was  indeed  dated,  that  re*» 
ligkni^  reflraints  were  the  great  caufe  of  the  rebellion  ;  but  it 
Ihoold  be  remembered, that  among  tlie  rebels  we.rc  to  be/3un^ 
not  only  Roman  Catholics  indeed,  but  alfo  Preibyterians,  and 
perfons  of  other  modes  d(  faith,  anaopg  whom  there  w6re  va* 
nous  ftiades  of  relrgious  opinions.  He  would  not  (lop  to  en- 
deavour to  fettle  thefe  points  now ;  but  be  thought  it  wa^ 
pretty  evident  from  fuch  men,  uniting  iti  this  rebellion»  thef 
muft  be  united  by  feme  common  cement,  different  from  znj 
that  could  arife  from  relieious  fentimt  nts ;  they  werearranged 
linder  the  general  title  df  United  In(famen  ;  they  diiFercd  in 
many  points,  but  their  main  obje£l  was  to  feparate  Ireland 
fmip  this  country,  and  to  reduce  Ireland  to  be  a  province  to 
France,  and  this  they  would  be  glad  to  eJfFcdtuate  by  means  df 
French  arms.  *  Without  entering  into  the  fpeculations  of  Geit- 
tlemen  about  the  caufcs  of  this  relieiliOn,  for  this  was  not  the 
feafon  for.  it,  the  only  quefiio^  now  was,  fliould  th^t  Houfe  do 
every  thing  in  its  power  to  crufh  the  rebellion  jn  Ireland  i 

Some  Gentlemen  bad  wifhed  to  |cnow  whetb<:r  there  were 
not  regular  forces  in  this  country  that  might  be  fent  inftead  of 
the  militia.  He  had.  no  fcruple  in  faying  what  the  regular 
force  of  the  country  was ;  with  regard  to  cavalry  he  had  at* 
ready  ftated,  and  that  the  volunteer  corps  were  augmenting 
daily ;  but  he  could  not  detail  the  whole  of  the  military  forge 
in  this  country.  The  militia  force,  as  he  had  already  (l:;ted, 
was  more  than  double  what  it  was  a  fhort  time  ^go)  nor  had 
he  any  fcruple  in  faying,  that  if  any  p<irt  could  be  fpared,  it  was 
out  pf  the  militta  force.  He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  giVe 
him  credit  when  he  faid,  it  was  provident  they  fhould  fpare 
troops  from)  that  force  which  was  the  mod  sibyndant,  and  out 
of  th^t  which  could  be  the  mod  cafily  fupplied  and  recrqUed. 
He  knew  that  Qentlemen  were  not  hound  to  believe  him; 
but  he  alledged  it  to  be  the  fa£l,  that  the  mihtia  was  the  mili^ 
tary  force,  out  of  which  troops  could  at  this  moment  be.oioft 
conveniently  fpared,.  under  all  the  circun)ftsg:^ces  with  which 
Vol.  ll.  1798.  4Z  thil 
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^is  country  v/^s  furroctr.ded  i  for,  gallant  as  the  inilitb  wcre^ 
he  was  of  opinion,  it  was  well  that  they  (hould  be  mixed  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  regulars,  in  cafe  of  any  danger  tn  thxi 
country.  Without  enterihg  into  any  detail  upon  that  matter, 
be  was  ready  to  confefs,  that  there  was  not  now  in  this  country 
^  greater  body  of  regular  troops  than  was  necefiary  to  make  op 
that  mixture.     Without  explaining  more  of  the  matter,  he 

'  would  lay,  he  was  fure  that  the  bcft  mode  that  could  be  adopted 
by  way  of  fending  a  military  force  to  Ireland,  was,  that  of  ieod* 
ing  10  or  12^000  of  the  militia  troops,  and  that  no  other  aid 
would  anfwer  tlie  purpofe  under  all  the  circumfhnces. 

He  admitted  it  was  not  right  to  iiOen  even  to  the  zeal  of  men, 
in  Older  to  make  encroachments  on  the  ufual  rules  ot  military 
affairs ;  he  admitted  it  was  againfi  the  ufual  rules  to  fend  a 
niilitia  force  out  of  the  kihgdom ;  he  admitted  there  was  a 
great  inconvenience  in  it ;  he  admitted  he  felt  great  pain  in 
being  compelled  to  bring  down  this  meflage ;  he  did  not  mean 

'  to  flate  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  great  misfortune: 
but,  here  we  were  to  ftnke,  as  it  were,  a  balance  between  mis* 
fortunes,  in  examining  one  of  them  againft  the  other;  and 
that,  in  realify  was  the  whofe  of  the  queflion.  He  woaU 
admit  the  truth  of  what  had  been  faid,  that  many  pcrions  will 
go  under  this  meafure.  either  from  falfe  pride  or  ihame  ;  that 
many  will  go  who  indeed  would  ratber  ftay  at  home.  H^ 
knew  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe  was  liable  to  many 
inconvcniencies ;  but  he  hoped  the  Hciife  would  feel  with  him, 
that  of  all  things  the  rebellion  in  Irefpnd  was  the  grea^ft  in- 
convenience ;  and  therefore  all  other  i^nconveniences  mud  gi^re 
way  to  it.  And  here  he  muft  explain;the  neceffity  of  the  mea- 
fure, and  fay  fomething  on  the  probability  of  its  being  effe&ual, 
in  cafe  the  Houfe  (hould  adopt  it.  ,  There  was  at  prefcnt  a 
large  body  of  forces  in  Ireland.  He'  could  not  undertake  to 
fay  what  force  precifcly  would  be  ncfceffary  to  quell  the  rcbelr 
lion  ;  but,  in  his  view  of  the  matter,'  every  perlon  that  cmxU 
poffibly  be  fpared  fhould  be  fent  to  Ireland,  and  that  the  larger 
the  force  was,  the  better.  Gentlemen  aiked^  would  ia,ooo 
be  fufficient  ^  he  could  only  fay,  from  the  information  of  mi- 
litary men,  he  hoped  it  would  be  fiifficient;  for  it  was  ob- 
fervable,  that  much  depended  on  the  time  in  w  hich  tht  force 
was  got  ready,  much  depended  on  the  rapidity  of  the  meafare, 
Und  indeed,  in  that  confided  its  chief  merit.  He  (bould  be 
extremely  thankful  for  any  fug^t {lions from  aiy  quarter  upon 
this  important  and  mod  critic!  occafion,  tut  e  had  not  yet 
heard  of  any  meafure  that  was  equal  in  all  poin  sto  that  which 
^as  |)0Y7  propcfed.     He  (hoM  exceedingly  iikt  jfuy  plan  diat 
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lliould  have  the  cStSt  of  bringing  hack  the  iniSitia  again  to  • 

tHis  country  ;  whether  that  could  he  done  by  training. others 

fo  as  to  make  them  fit  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  militia,  he. 

Icncw  not,  but  he  (hould  be  very  glad  if  any  thing  of  that . 

kind  couid  be  done ;  but,  at  all  events,  this  meafure  (hould  be 

adopted  fpeedily,  for  more  might  be  done  perhips  tn  a  week 

now,  by  ten  or  twelve  thoafand  men,  than  double  the  number 

coald  afterward  accomplifh  in  a  month».    Indeed  the  advan* 

tage»  of  expedition:  were  not  to  be  calculated,  and,  therefore, 

tinlefs  his  hon.  Friend,  who  moved  the  Amendment^  could  find 

fomething  that  would  be  as  fpeedy  as  the  meafure  now  pru« 

pofed,  he  would  foil  ihort  pf  his  own  objedi;  for  the  point  was . 

to  adl  on  the  fudden,  and  to  diflodga  the  Rebels  from  the  places 

where  they  had  ere<^cd  the  ftandafd  of  rebellion. 

As  to  the  obfervations  that  Were  made  on  Minifters,  that  they 
ivere  the  men  to  whofe  machinations  the  whole  of  this  evil  was 
owing,  he  regarded  it  as  a  piece  of  decbmation,  in  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  welcome  to  amufe  himfelf  as  much  as  he 
pleafed;  and  as  to  what  had  been  laid  upon  his  not  having  in-^ 
vited  the  hoiu  General  (Tarleton)  to  take  a  (hare  againfl  the 
Rebels,  he  did  not  invite  him,  it  was  true,  but  it  was  truealfo 
that  he  had  no  power  to  do.  fo.  He  faid  nothing  about  the 
piopriety  of  employing  him  ;  be  had,  however,  no  doubt  if  he 
\9zs  employed,  he  would  foon  forget  his  politics,  and  become-a 
very  good  officer,  and  he  could  dare  fay  he  would  imbrue  his 
hands  in  as  much  blocd  as  would  be  nece(rary  for  his  objcdt. 

Something  had  been  faid  that  night,  as  if  he  was  an  enemy 
to  the  Roman  Catholics.  He  had  never  faid  a  fingk  word 
againfl  the  Catholics*  He  had  fupported  a  Bill  for  them  ;  but 
Was  he  to  be  blamed  becaufe  a  Bifhop,  or  ten  Bifhops,  z&cd 
othcrwife  in  another  ASt  of  Parliament  i 

As  to  the  fubjcdt  which  had  been  alluded  to  with  regard  to 
L«ord  Petre  and  his  fon,  and  the  honourable  Gentleman,  (lating 
that  he  was  not  a  favourfte  with  AdminiAration  becaufe  he  was 
a  Member  of  the  Whig  Club,  he  could  only  fay  that  circum- 
fiance  had  no  weight  with  him,  for  he  did  not  know  that  he 
Was  a  Member  of  the  Whig  Club ;  and  he  defired  to  be  con* 
fidered  as  hot  aAing  in  that  cafe  upon  any  party  prejudice. 
The  hon*  Gentleman  had  alfo  taken  notice  of  (bme  circum- 
ilances  relative  to  another  Member  of  the  Whig  Cluh,  and 
had  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  a  noble  Duke  had 
been  treated  by  Minifters#  True  it  was,  that  he  differed  in 
politics  from  that  noble  Duke,  and  he  felt  no  uneafinefs, 
either  night  or  day,  on  that  account.  The  offer  made  by 
the  noble  Duke  was  very  noble  and  liberal,  and  highly  be- 

4  Z  2  coming 
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.^<5omin£  his  rank  undoubtedly ;  but  hp  had  Taidat  the  Whig 
Club  th^t  there  was  muck  impotent,  malice  <bewn  by  Mioi- 
fters  againft  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  as  well  as 
againft  all  thofe  who  were  attached  to  him;  he  knew  of 
none  of  that  malice.  'In  point  of  fad  there  were  many 
men  (erving  in  military  capacities  who  had  (hewn  an  attact^ 
ment  to  that  Gentleman.  But  if  be  was  aiked  the  qoeltioov 
he  confefled  he  did  not  feel  it  a  plcafant  thing  to  be  fending 
conAdental  diredions  and  orders  to  a  perfon  who  tliou^t  of 
him  and  of  Minifters  as  that  noble  Duke  had  expre&d  he 
thought.  The  noble  Duke*  in  a  paragraph,  had  ftated  of 
Minifters  what  he  did  not  think  they  deferved  ;  and  all 'he  did 
was  to  fiibmit  to  the  old  corps,  who  were  propofedto  be 
united  to  his,  how  far  they  (hould  think  it  an  improvement 
of  their  eftablifh ment,  'o  give  the  command  to  a  perfon  who 
had  no  confidence  in  thofe  whofe  diredions  he  was  to  obey ; 
that  there  could  be  no  intermediate  confidence  between  the 
noble  Duke  and  hi^  Majefty's  Nffnifters,  and  he  would  con- 
fefs  candidly,  that  he.  did  hot  fee  any  reafon  why  be  fluxild 
have  anymore  co<ifidence  in  the  noble  Duke  than  the  noble 
Duke  had  in  him  ;  be  had  not  iaid  any  thing  but  what  he  had 
a  right  to  fay,  which  was,  that  there  could  not  be  any  mu- 
tual confidence  between  the  noble  Duke  and  his  Majefty's 
Mtniflers.  The  noble  Duke  had  a  right  to  fpeak  out,  but 
he  hoped  the  King's  Minifters  had  a  right  to  do  the  fame 
thing. 

He  did  not  recoiled  that  there  were  any  more  arguments 
for  him  to  anfwer  upon  this  pccafion.  He  had  only  now  to 
obferve,  that  he  had  dated  it  as  a  meafure  of  neceflity ; 
that  the  Houfe  now  had  it  in  their  power  to  employ  a  laige 
body  of  men,  his  Majefty^s  faithful  and  good  fqbjeds  ;  that 
they  had,before  them  a  chance  of  bringing  the  rebellibn  to  a 
fpeedy  conclufion  ;  that  they  had  a  force  offered  to  them  in 
a  manner  that  called  for  great  praife.  The  (imple  queflion 
therefore  was,  whether  the  Houfe  would  take  upon  itfelf  the 
refponfibility  of  letting  the  rebellion  go  uncruOied  when 
ihey  had  an  opportunity  of  crufliing  it.  Thofe  who  thought 
that  the  future  inconveniences  of  this  meafure  were  not  to 
be  put  on  a  footing  with  the  inconveriienqes  of  rebellioq, 
would  not  rejed  the  opportunity,  but  would,  by  agreeing  tp 
the  Addrefs,  enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfcif  of  the  ler- 
vice  of  a  rcfpcdlablc  body  of  military  force  to  put  i^n  cn^l  to 
rebellion.  Thofe  who  thought  they  ought  not  to  allow  his 
Majeliy  to  have  that  advantage  wiibput  es^^mining  into  cip. 

cumilances. 
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crumflancesy  and  who  chiifcd  to.  take  upon  thctnfclves  th«  rc- 
rponfibility  of  ridding  the  fate  of  Ireland  and  of  England, 
^vyould  give  to  his  Majefty  advice  accordingly. — ^ThankGocl' 
^lie  was  not  of  that  opinion.  ' 

Mr-  Vi&^nV^  explained  what,  hcf  faid«  wiih  refpeft  to  Ire- 
land becon)i.ng  a  port  of  Franqe,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
liad  laid,  that  his  pbfervation  was  inconfi/tent  with  wh^t  he. 
had  faid  on  a  fprm^r  ocqafion ;  what  he  faid  was  perfedly^ 
confiftent;  hp  had  faid  that  \hp  Government  coiild  not  kccp^ 
Ireland  while  ajl  the  people  there  were  againfl  the  Govern-r. 
meat.;  and  that  they  could  not  change  the  people  of  Ireland 
^withput  a  change  of  fyft^m.  And  as  to  what  he  had  faid  on^ 
uniting  the  people  of  England  to  fupport  Minifters  againft 
the  French,  they  were  not  in  th^  fame  fituation  as  the  people* 
of  Ireland-       -  - 

Mr.. TV/rwfy  rofe.    .He  fet  out  by  cxpfefllnR his  rqgiret,; 

that  the  fcrious  queftion  before  the  Houfe  (Kotud  be  treated 

'with  what   he  called  a  degree  of  chearfulqefs,  by  the  right 

hop.  Gent^lcmap ;  for  if  ever  there  exifted  a  Miniftcr  in  thii^ 

coMPUy  vvhp  more  than  another  (hould  mourn  for  the  country^ 

it  waf  .the  prefent — he  ihould  qpme  to  the  Houfe  clothed  ii^* 

^fajcfccioth  ar\d  a/hes,  to  find  himfclf  obliged,  in  the  fifth. year 

q[  the  war,  a;>d  after  an  expenditure  of  above  two  hundred: 

miHions  of  money,  to  bring  down  to  that  Houfe  fuch  a  pro- 

pofition  as  the  prefcnt.     He  then  adverted  to  the.  circum- 

fiaoce  of  there  b^ing  no  official  communication  to  the  Houfe 

of  xhp  rebellion,  before  Parliament  was. called. upon  to  take 

fu^h  an  important  jlep ;  this  he  confidered  as  a  ferious  omif- 

(jon  ;  and  obferved,  that  thb  right  hon.  Gentleman  ihould  be 

aware  of  the  neccffity  and  propriety  of  fuch  a  proceeding, 

as  he  had  ferved  an  apprenticefhip  to  rebellion— (alluding, 

prohAbly*  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  being  in  office  during  th^ 

Apocric^n  War) — he  could  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  the  mode  or 

form  of  makifig  this  communication  ;  for  the  cafe  pf  com- 

g^Mnjcating  the  A^eric^n  affair  to   tf^c  Hpufe    frotp  the 

Thfone,  was  direSly  in  point.     He  then  ^bogged  that  liij 

Majeffy's  Melfage  to  the. Houfe  on  the  ;th  of  March,  1774, 

nwgb^;  bff  read*     It  wa^  accordingly  read  by.  the  Clerk,  and 

Gontaipqd  in  fubQance  ^  communication  of  the  circum(lance$ 

-w^ic)>had  prjevipufly  arifen  in  America,  and  the  meafures 

^hi.ch  bis  Majefty  had  thought. proper. to  adoptV  with  rcfpeft 

tp.tbe^port  and  town  of.  Bofton  ;  anid  requiring  the  Houfe  to 

CPikl^f &  \yhat  further^  proviiiOAS  and  regujaiipns  might  be 

necelTary 
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Acce(tary  for  counterading  the  nuch  that  ions  of  the  difaflRrd- 
cd,  &c.  This  Metlage  was  accompanied,  the  fame  alfo 
itated  by  feveral  papers  and  documents,  for  the  information 
of  the  Jloufe. 

Mr.  T.  fefuming  his  obfervations,  faid,  tbat  thofe  {pro- 
ceedings wer^  fuch  as  fhould  have  been  adopted  on  the  prc- 
fent  occafloA.  A  week  Was  then  allowed  before  the  King's 
MefTage  was  taken  into  c^ohfideratioh  :  but  how  different  was 
the  mode  adopted  iit  the  prefent  ihftance  ?  No  commonica- 
tiod  whatever  was  made  to  Parliament  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  rebellion ;  and  the  pfefent  Meifage,  containing  a  moft 
important  queftion,  v>^a$  brought  down  (othe  Houfe  odedaj^ 
and  ordered  to  be  confldered  the  next. 

Mr.  Tlertiey  faid,  that  the  praflfce  of  tfiofe  timc^  wis  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  now  prevailed.  A  MefTage  was  not 
then  fent  down  on  the  ohe  day,  to  be  confldered  on  the  fcrf- 
lowing.  He  was  now  told  of  machinations  in  Irelafid,  of 
the  .pxiftenCe  of  rtbellion*  in  which  country  he  was  pnly  in- 
formed by  the  letters  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  \<rhh  no  official 
documents  on  the  fubjed  ;  he  Was  called  upon  to  pronoonce 
Ireland  in  fuch  a  ftaie  as  to  juftify  the  fending  out  of  the 
country  a  body  ctf  men,  whom,  in  all  events,  ft  wotild  be 
highly  unconftitutional,  but,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  highly  cul- 
pable to  fend.  If  Ireland  was  fo  fftuafed,  as  that  the  prc- 
fence  of  this  body  was  eflfential  to  its  prefcrvatlon,  it  became 
necclTary  for  him  to  watch  the  intercfts  of  England.  He 
fhould  not,  he  tnifted,  be  fufpcSed  of  a  difpofltion  to  fepa- 
rate  the  i(iterefts  of  the  two  Countries,  but  if  the  intereft  of 
the  one  clafhed  with  that  of  the  other,  it  became  him  to  re- 
ColleS  that  he  was  a  reprefentauve  of  Epgland,  and  though 
no  man  was  tetter  difpofed  towards  the  whole  empire,  and 
to  fuppoft  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  he  fhould  never  con- 
fidcrhimfelf  as  juftified  in  going  the  lengths  propofed,  in 
which  there  might  be  danger  to  England.  If  the  Houfe 
would  give  him  credit,  there  was  not  a  man  in  it  who  had 
lefs  inclination 'to  give  countenance  to  a  rebellion  plotted  in 
concert  with  the  exifting  Government  of  France.  To  re- 
bellion of  all  forts  he  had  the  greateft  averGon  ;  but  his  ab- 
horrence was  particularly  great  from  one  fomented  by  the 
French  Government,  at  whom,  as  a  friend  to  liberty,  he 
could  not  look  without  horror,  at  the  a'bominable  condud  of 
the  French,  whofc  latter  anions  had  much  altered  his  opinion 
of  them :  he  once  faw  them  engaged  in  a  ftrugglc  for  the 
emancipation  of  millions  of  human  beings,  but  they  were 

now 


Jv«rxi9l    WOODFALL^S  PAR UAMENTARY  REPORTS.  707 

fio-uy  purfiiing  only  the  didates  of  mad  ambition,  and  fchemes 
olr  aggrandizement.     It  the  honourable  Gentleman  (hould 
aittethpt  to  convince  him  that. the  mearuTes  purfed  in  Ireland 
originated  in  the  agency  of  France,  he  would  have  great  di{!)- 
cri^liyy  as  he  could  pot  confcientioufly  believe  that  France 
hafcd  any  (hare  in  them.     Not  having  the  opportunity  of  re- 
ference to  official  documents,  he  could  only  form  his  opinion 
on  fuch  inform jti(^n  as  he  was  able  to  collefi ;   For  infbnce, 
he  found  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  that  his  Lordlhip  had  not  formed  his  opinion  from  the 
ocnfequences  of  the  njeafures  which  had  been  purfued,  but 
that  he  now  rpfefred  to  letters  written  three  years  ago,  in 
B?vhich  hp  urged  the  ncceffity  of  conceflion  to  the  Catholics. 
Unfurniihed  wiih  any  official  document,  Mr.  Tierney  faid, 
}ie  (hould  fee)  hinifelf  as  much  difpofed  to  give  credit  to  the 
xioble  Lord,  as  to  the  (latement  of  the  right  honourable 
Oentleman.     It  was  certain  that  the  people  were  in  arms 
againd  the  Government ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  conceive  how, 
having  been  fcotirged,  burnt  and  maifacred,  they  (hould  have 
any  other  feeling  than  ayerfion  to  the  Government.     What 
could  he  think  of  a  Government  by  which  General  Aber- 
crombie  was  difmiflbd,  for  adding  to  his  other  excellent  qua- 
lities that  of  humanity  ?  He  could  not  content  to  fend  troops 
to  a  country  where  one  General  was  difmifTed  for  his  huma- 
nity, anf]  another  called  to  an  account  for  fparing  4pop  men. 
Was  he  to  give  hi:i  fanflipn  to  fending  frelh  troops,  the  Gen- 
tlemen and  Militia  of  England,  to  be  commanded  by  wh^t 
he  called  only  a  defperate  Irifh  faftion  ?  The  hori.  Gentle- 
man ought  to  furnifh  him  with  proofs  that  the  rifing  In 
Ireland  Ayas  at  the  infligation  of  France,     tie  certainly  did 
not  oppofe  the  intcrefts  of  the  empire,  nor  hazard  the  ex- 
ppfing  of  that  country  to. the  rifle  of  becoming  a  port  for 
r  ranee,  as  he  did  not  believe  that  fending  troops  was  cal- 
culated to  prevent  that  evil  which  ^tas  only  to  be  averted  by 
gaining  the  afFedlions  of  the  people.     He  did  not  in  this  offer 
any  oppofiiion  to  the  conftitufional  right  of  his  Majcfty  to 
fend  out  of  the  country  any  of  the  regular  troops,  but  when 
called  upon  to  aid  and  abet  in  fending  troops  to  Ireland,  he 
would  pot  give  a  man,  nor  a  guinea,  tiiiiil  the  true  caufe  of 
the  rebellion  was  known  \  and  until  he  knew  what  were  the 
ineafures  which  it  was  intended  to  purfue,  whether  of  coer- 
cion or  conciliaTion  ;  he  might  indeed   ftand  by  a  patient 
fpeflator,  but  he  would  not  be  an  acceflfary.     Viewing  the 
oucfiioa  ip  another  lights  the  hop.  Qcntleman  had  faid,  that 

^  he 
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he  did  not  confifter  the  meafure  propofed  tstihcbtiftiftfricffM. 
Mr.  Tierney  read  the  Prfeamble  to  the  Nfiiitik  Aift,  and1t>lr. 
ferved,  that  th^t  force  ivas  intended  nc^  only  as  a  VcAf  fck 
the  defence,  but  that  it  farmed  a  p^rt  of  the  conflirutim  of 
the  co'ui^try,  frbih  ti^hich  the  greateft  advantiges  /«rere  de- 
rived.— Wh'eVe  l^'tis  a  fubftiiute  to  be  found  for  this  l^odj? 
^e  h&d  heard  a  rtimour  th^t  it  ivas  to  be  found  tti  the  IrlSk 
Militia,  \Vhd  AVere  to  be  introduced  here ;  but  this,  he  hoped, 
\vas  untrue.  It  Was  the  evident  fheanmg  of  the  Aft,  that 
the  men.  If  diFpofcd,  (hould  noVt>e  [^rmitted  to  feavetbe 
ikingdoci,  as  the  tenor  of  their  oath  was  to  ferve  faithftsQj 
in  Great  Britain,  No  anfwer  h^d  befen  given  to  the  afgu- 
ment  which  haft  been  urged,  that  all  the  regflkr^  were  not 
yet  fent  out  of  the  country.  It  ^as  obvious,  that  k  miliria, 
embodied  for  five  years,  was  fufficient  for  all  domeftic  f>ur- 
pofes,  and  as  there  tvere  3500  guards,  he  thought  the  mtlhtk 
were  competent  to  do  their  duty.  It  WJts  to  be  obfcrved  too, 
that  thofe  who  bad  offered  to  go,  had  no  right  thus  to  difpofe 
of  their  fervices,  fincc  the  rtiiliiia  was  a  body  for  the  general 
defence  of  the  cogntry,  and  part  of  rhole  raifed  in  Dcvoc- 
Ihife,  belonged  as  well  to  Northumberland  as  to  their  own 
county.  He  would  ruppitf)re  a  cafe,  that  fome  officer  might 
have  large  Irifti  property,  and  that  this  might  influence  him; 
was  he  then  to  be  turnifhed  with  a  regiment  of  militia  to 
accompany  him  in  his  vifit  to  his  tenantry  ?    * 

He  had  on  a  former  night  ohjeAed  to  liie  Quards  being  fent 
to  Ireland,  as  from  the  natare  of  the  fervice,  they  wouM  re- 
turn worfe  foldiers,'  after  liviiig  at  free  quarters,  than  ihcy  were 
when  they  went.  Yet  the  Guards  returned  to  eSicelleor  dif- 
cipline.  But  what  would  be  the  fituatton  of  a  mihtiarman, 
who  did  not  return  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  difcipline,  but  went  back 
to  his  little  hamlet  after  the  period  of  his  fervice  had  clap(cd| 
familiarised  to  rapine  ? 

Mr.  Tierney  then  reprobated  the  condu<5l  of  Adminidration, 
in  the  rejeQion  of  the  offer  made  by  a  noble  Duke  ;  and  coo* 
eluded  by  expreffing  his  determination  not  to  fupporr,  by  a 
fingic  man  or  a  iingle  guinea,  a  Government  fo  admtniflered  as 
that  of  Ireland,  until  fatisfied  that  the  Rebellion  proceeded  from 
the  interference,  operating  on  the  difcontefited  in  that  country ; 
nor  would  he  fend  12,000  of  the  Militia  of  thi^  country  10  die 
afiiflance  of  men,  whofe  condo^i  be  faid,  had  been  moil  fcaa- 
daloufly  difgraceful. 

Mr.  fyjiber/orce  dcchrci^  th^tthoqgh  the  late  hour  at  wUch 
he  rofe  would  prevent  his  occupying  mad)  of  the  time,  of  die 

Hoote. 
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Hoofed  yet  he  could  not  be  fiifisfied  vnthriiKn^  «  fikat  yole, 
-yMTcIy  on  9ccoi>nt  o(iKhe.itngolatity  no.  left  man  d>e  importance 
of  the  qnc^ioir^  psatif  became^his  fehtimeiitiandl  feelings  on  k 
did  not  exa^Iy  coincide  with  jthofe  which  r  any  Gentleman  bad 
exprefflbd  in  the  courfe  -of  the  prefect  debate.  • 

Thcj^  who- had  contended  for  the  propriety  of  {accepting,  un^ 
def  the.pFefentcirranafUncesiof  the  ODtintry»  the  genemusol^ 
fer  of  a  certain  number  of  militia  regiroents-taferve  in  Ireland, 
did  not feean to  think tbeindafure  half fo ohjefiioilable in  itfelf, 
as  he  mail;  confefs  it  appeared  to  him*  Not  that  he  could  ad** 
natt  the  weight  of  fome  of  thc.arguments  by  which  the  meafore 
had^be^  oppofed  by  Qentleiben  on  the  other  fide «f  the  Houfe; 
for  infoiDcer that  of  the  bon<  Gentleman  who  bad  jlift  fyokcrtf 
who  hadftfabgdy  and  moft  unwarrantably  contended,  thac  the 
mUitia-mcni  by  •  the  engagemfehtwfiicb  they  took  on  entering 
into  that  bc4y,  to  fevve  any  where  in  Great  Byitaio,  were  pre«- 
cludedffroim:  ferving  out  of  Great  Biitain,  ev^  by.  their  own 
confeot.  What  fort  of  an  argunent  was  it,  that  by  engaging  tb 
doa  particular  thing,  or  up  to  a  certain  extent^.a.peribn  pre^ 
eluded  himfeif  from  doing  foreetiung  more^  or  beyoild  that  ex*- 
tent,  if  he  chofe  it  i  There  were  aJfo  ibme.  oiber  argmaKnti 
urged  by  Gentlemen.on.  the  oppofite  fide,  wihich.  he  ihould  no* 
tice  hefeaftery  and  .in  which  lie  b^ged  it  mi^ht  iheVinderftood 
he  did  not  concur.     Thofc  he.  meant  which  proceeded  on  the 

f  round  of  •  its  not  bciiig  dear,  whether  the  Rebellion.' of  the 
ri(h  Was  not  juAi&aidey'andouroppofition  to  it  dnjufr  and 
immocak*  <  But  yet,  there  were  ohjeAions  agaitUi  the  meafurei 
oC  whicbihe  could  not  but  acknowledge  the  weight.  He  felt 
it  %\i  duty  to  declare  thdt  ho/  optiftdered  the  ineafufe  j^%  being 
ba;  too  ^ely  to.be  produfk^ve  of  URing  injury  to  thtit  moA 
excellent  ir^itution  the  MLlifiji  2  and  furi^her  ^  b(^ing  in  the 
Hru^ft  i^x^icumonft^tional  He  would  esfplain  the  I'enfe  in 
which  he  ufed  the  word  un<ionftitutional^  bec^^u.i^.  ht  tboeght 
that  feyeral.  Gentlemen  ip  the  courTe.of  thed^bo^e^  had  ufed  it 
in  a  vague  indefinite  way  without  annexing  to  ic  any  difttn£k 
or  fpecinc  meanings  The  ciipumftance  wjiich  rendered  our 
Militu  fo  dear  to  os^  as,;^  conilitutioual  force,  was  its  being 
officered  by  country  gentlemen,  men  of  property,  of  family, 
of  domedic  connef^ionst*  of  perfonal  influence,,  whoTe  arms^ 
were  in  no  conjun6lu.re  likely  to  be  turned  a^ainft  their  coun- 
try. Now  (Mr.  Wilberfoicc  obferved)  he  feared  thatitwasr 
the  top  natural  tendency,  of  die  -nleafure  now,  propofcd,  to  dif-^ 
courage  and  prevent  Gentlemen  of  this  dcfcription  from>  enter- 
ing fo  freely  into  the  militia.  It  might  tlierefore  tend  to  render 
it  neccffarv  for  Parliament  hereafter  to  relax,  and  by  degrees 
Voi^.H- 1789.  5  A        "  even 
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.evef)  to  annul,  the  reguhtions  which  confined  the  ctmiinifiom 
of  officers  to  perfons  of  this  defcript'ton ;  and  ft  was  obvioos  tfus 
the  militia,  if  officered  like  the  army  would  ccalb  to  faeifac 
,conftitutional  force  it  was  at  prefcnt.    - 

Mr.  Wilberforce  cooU  not  but  s(hnit  alfo,  that  there  was 
niuch  force  in  an  objeAion  urged  bygentiexnen  on  the  other 
fide,  that  offi^rs  of  t)i^  natare  of  thefe  of  which  be  s#as  now 
ipeaking^  however  vduntary  in  name,'  were  often  not  b  m 
fubftance.  Thefe  were  cafes  in  which  maay  gentlemen  might 
not  feel  themfelves  at  Kberty  to  hoM  back,  and  refufe  id  join 
in  the  offer  of  their  comrades,  not  only  though  the  eOciitiuu 
of  their  fervice  might  be  highly  inconvenient  and  diiagAceaUe 
to  them»  but  though  it  might  be  dircAly  oontniry  to  their 
ideas  both  of  reAiiude'and  of  pohcy*  This,  in  Aiort,  was  one 
o(  theoccafions  on  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  (aid  that  prim^ 
of  falfe  lionour  (the  abfointe  sKothority  of  which  he  had  ib  oAm 
reafon  to^  regret)  would  determine  a  man  toad'^agaioft  his 
fenie,  both  of  duty  and  o£  intertft.  It  was,  howe«^r, '  matter 
of  no  fmall  fatisfa£(ion  in  the  prefent  inftance^  that  there  ws 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  offer  to  ferve  in  Ireland  bad 
come  not  from  the  officers,  who  might  have  been  fuppofedde- 
firous  of  diflihguifhtng  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  thek  inefi, 
but  from  die  ptibiic  fpirit  of  the  privates  and  non-<omn^Kiocd 
officers,  and  from  riieir  honed  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  their  com* 
try.  But  after  all  this ;  ftrongas  he  felt  thefe  objedioBS  tQ 
be^  yfet  what  was  to  be  done  ?  A  rebellion  to  a  mod  aiarming 
extent  had  broke  out  in  Ireland,  and  continued  *to  fi^evtn 
with  encreafing  violence.  If  ft  had  grown  Into  a  maxim  of 
unqueflionable  authority,  <^in  war,  he  who  gains  time  guss 
every  thing ;"  in  the  cafe  of  an  infurredion,  and  above  aQ, 
of  an  infurredion  in  a*. country  circumftanced  IHce  IichDd, 
the  maxim  wa^  f^lll  more  ckar»  and  of  infinitely  more  co- 
ger  t  application.  It  was  plainly  intimated  that  vre  had  no 
other  force  to  fend,  and  it  was  impoffible  for  the  neceffity  to 
be  ftated  in  ftronger  terms  tton  thofe  which  bad  been  ofiedby 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  (Mr  Dundas),  who  declared,  that 
even  if  he  knew  an  attack  were  even  now  about  to  bemade 
on  this  country,  he  Oiould  yet  judge  it  neceffiuy  and  adrifc- 
able  to  fend  away  fo  much  of  our  force, 
.  But  foiqie  (3entlemen  had  obje£)ed  that  the  rebellion  inJte-  | 
land  had  jserh.  ps  been  owing  to  the  mifmanagement  and  op*  i 
prcffion  of  our  gover:«mcnt.  What  then  ?  Was  it  tbeftfore 
not  to  be  fuppredt  d  ?  He  would  abftain  from  difcuffing  that 
perhaps  difficult  queftion  of  pradical  morality.  Whether  it 
werejuflto  take  part  ina  war  when  commenced  umttftlyt 

moiigh 
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though  jndiljpenrabiy  neoeflary.  to  our  fafetyi   and  tfaerefQj:e 
for^  the  prefent  he  would  forbear  from  enforcing  the  pofitioa 
univerUlly,  admiited,  that  Ireland's  coming  into  the  pofleC- 
iioa  oiF  France  might  be  the  ruin  of  Great  Britain.   But  waV' 
ing  this^  apd  not  conddering  its  confequences  to  ourfeives^ 
^would  it  bepsodudUve  to  Ireland  itfelf  ?    The  honourable 
Gentleman  aigued  as  if  it  vftrc  an  advantage  and  a  privilege 
of  which  you  wera depriving  the  rebellious  Irifli^  by  prevent* 
ing  their  joining  themfelyes  to  France.    But  again— Gen- 
tletnen  argued  againft  the  prefent  meafure,    becaufe  they 
wiibed  that  conciliatory  meafures  ibould  be  tried  rather  than 
coeccive^  and  that  the  efFudon  of  blood  (hould  be  fpared.     It 
was  prccifcly  thefe  very  confiderations  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  de- 
clared which  urged  him  moft  powerfully  to  fupport  thepro-  ' 
fent  meafure.    The  force  aftuaily  in  Ireland  at  frpunt,  ^ 
might  perhaps  be  fui&cienty  in  the  end,  to  reduce  the  rebels 
to  fubjedion,  but  it  could  only  be  after  a  long  and  fevere 
ftniggle:  and  if  you  wifhed  to  difpirit  the  rebels,  and  to- in- 
duce them  to  defift  from  their  efforts,  you  muft  ftrengthen 
the  hamds  of  government  by  powerful  reinforcements,  in 
ordct  to  convince  them  that  all  further  refiftance  would  be 
fhittlefs.     Would  youifeed  the  rebellion,  fend  fuccours  but 
juft  fiifficient  ultimately  to  fupprefs  it ;    would  you  at  once 
ftifle  it,  let  your  reinforcements  be  large.     But  if  this  was 
true  Qi)  the  principle  of  our  depending  on  the  force  of  arms 
for  putting  an  end  to  the*  rebellion,  how  much  more  was  it 
unqueftionably  true  on  the  principle  of  your  lerminatin.;  the 
rebellion  by  conceilion  and  conciliation.*    Except  you  were 
fo  unambiguoufly  ftrong  as  to  be  certainly  able  to  defeat  the 
greateR  force  the  rebels  could  bring  againft  you,  conceflion 
could  not  fail  to  be  interpreted  into  fear  and  would  tend  only 
to  infpirit  the  efforts  of  the  rebels,  and  infufe  into  them  a 
contempt  of  your  ftrength.     It  was  not,  Mr.  W  ilberf orce  de- 
clared, that  be  was  inlenfible  to  the  fuffcring  of  Ireland,  or 
that  he  did  not  feel  deeply  for  the  melanchoFy  fituatioiH  of  the. 
jieople  of  that  country.     The  prefent  was  not  a  time  for  dif-^ 
cuffing  the  caufes  which  had  z^dered  the  Irifii  in  general 
that  uncivilized  and  barbarous  people  they  were  confciTed  tQ 
be.    He  would  only  hint  at  his  opinion,  that  tlie  caufes  of . 
thefe  evils  would  be  found/  on  careful  inveftlgation,  not  to 
have  taken  their  rife  from  any  fyftem  purfued  by  the  prefent 
Government,  (more  he  verily  "believed  had  bccrl  done  tor  ^re- 
land  of  fate  years  than  perhaps  for  a  century  before;  to  be  th# 
fruit  of  old  and  long  {landing  grievances^  in  whichi  accord- 
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ing  to  the  Gourfe  of  Providence,  we  weft  now  fufibringtbe 
biner  confeoucnces  of  \6rtg  paft  mifcooduft  and  nc^tBt.  He 
had  often  feit  deeply^  on  this  fubjeft,  and  coaM  not  help  pro- 
tefting  agaiHft  the  kind  of  fenfibHity  which  he  txw  in  tome 
Gentlemen,  who  fcemed  n6t  to  bcginto  feel  for  thelrtctched 
ftsttc  of  the  lower  Irifh,  until  it  becac^e,  for  party  parpofes, 
a  convenient Tubleft  of  hmenrartton  in  rfiat  Houfe.  sot  all 
this  was  ^efide  the  fubject  now  before  them.  Oii  the  pre- 
fent  occafion»  however,  convinced  tbatthe  meafure  ^wss  in 
ilfelf  objeflidnable,  he  mi/ft  give  it  h^s  decided  fupport  on 
the  ground  of  its  rndlfpenfable  neceflity,  and  even  ftnl-nioffe 
•  on  the  principle  of  it^beirrg  calculated  to  fpare  the  eiliifion 
ofhnnian  blood,  and  to  give  the  King's  govcinmcK  the 
power  of  proceeding  in  the  fpirit  of  concTliation  and  lenhj. 
He  could  not  but  hope  that  his  Maje(ly*s  minifters  would  re- 
joice in  any  opportunity  of  afting  towards  a  (et  of  dekidai 
rhen  on  thefe  humane  principles,  and  he  was  fure  nothing 
^ould  be  fo  likely  to  give  them  the  means  of  fo  ading^  as  to 
fupport  the  prefent  queftion. 

•'  Lord  George  Cavendi/h  was  of  opinion^  that  the  lebdioo 
in  Ireland  could  nor  be  cru(hed  but  by  an  armed  fbrce  ;  but 
lie  blamed  miniAers' for  not  feeing  this  matter 'fooner,  and 
being  much  better  prepared  for  it.  The  queflibn  wjth  biin, 
tvas  not  whether  a  military  force  fhouldbe  fent  to  Ifdaod» 
but  what  wa£  the  nature  of  that  f^e.  Sending  the  milma 
vraLS  entirely  unconftltutional,  and'  he  was  afraid  that  this 
theafure  would  deffroj^  the^ nature  of  the  inftitution  of  the  mi- 
Iftia  itfelf. 

"  Sir  ^  Pulteney  agreed  with  Gentlemen  on  both  fides,  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  atid  muft  have  agieat 
effedl  on  the  militia  in  future.  The  Secretary  had  coniider- 
ci  this  as  a  light  inconvenience,  but  he  thought  otberwife ; 
Ke  regarded  it  not  only  9s  a  great,  but  alfo  as  an  afairmiiig 
inconvenience:  'He.aikcd,  whether  we  h^d  not  feenihafa 
fyflemof coercfonhad  notanfweredthe porpofe ?  Itwasrma- 
njifeft  to  him  \hix  there  wa^^fottiq  drcadfiil  miftate  in  die 
managemenrbf  the  afFafrs  of  B^rand.  The  rebellion  was  not 
owing  to  Jacobins.  Howevti^  he  was  afraid  that  fenriix^ 
the  militia  was  now  unavoidable,  bur  this  was  no  cxcuieior 
tftofc  who  brooght  us  into  the  embarrafHEnent. 

'Mr.  hanning  was  anxious  that  the  meafure  flionld  be  car- 
rred  into  efFeft  with  as  much  attentbn  to  conftitutiomd  prin- 
ciples as  poffiblc.     He  wifhed  that  his  Majefty  fhoaM  be 
empovVedto  offer  a  btmnty  to  ftich militia-mcn  ayfliotrld 
*  '  •  •    *    ^  dnife 
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chtife  to  enter,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  (keleton  regiments.; 

that  the  niilitia-men  IhouM  have  pe^million  granted  them  fo 

TO  4o;  that  th^y  Ibould  receiye  a.boumty;.  (hiould  ferye^ in 

their  pr^nt  uniform,,  which  would  give  them  a  very  ho*> 

HcM>rahlc  diftindlioa  ;  and  ob  their  return,  they  (bould  hav# 

thek  dUcharge,  or  at  thbir  option  ibould  remain  in  the  regt^ 

rctettt  (p  which  they  were  attached.     Thus,r  not  a  moment'a 

<felay  would  be  occafioned  in  fending  troops  to  Ireland*,  and 

thus  having  raifed  ia,o:.o  men  conilitutionallyy  it  would  be 

csafy  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  militia  from  the  Supple- 

uienrary  Corps,  whrch  had  in  many  connties  he  underftood,^ 

b,eeji  attached  to  the.  militia  itfelf.     He   ihould  vote  for  the 

amendment  proppfed  by  Mr.  Bankes. 

Mr.  Dunaks  rofe  to  exptain,  bot' being  prevented  by  Ac 

Speaker,  

,  Mr/iJyArobferVcd',  that'jnot  having  fpoken,  he  wi&edto 
fubmit  tQ  the  atien^ion  of  ihe  Houfe,  the  difference  betweea 
the  meaft^e'pn^pofed  by  the  Adilrefe^  and  that  which  the  h^- 
Tibuf  abl^  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoke  had  brought  forward. 
'Phe  great  objedion  to  which  the  latter  was  liable  was,  the 
delay  which  would  neeeflarily  be  occafioned  by  drafting  men 
into  dMitreDt  *  Cd^pSi     As^  irwas  at  firft  propofed,  the  men 
Would  ferve  under  itretr  ovfi\  officer^,  would  be  adiuated  by 
the  iffrjidi  Ccrps^  and  v/ould  have  a  regard  to  their  credit, 
and  reputation.     By  drafting  them  into  ikeleton  regiments* 
thefc  advantages  would  be  loft  ;  buT  what  is  more  material, 
lime  alfo  would  be  loft.     If  the  delay  which  it  occapfioned 
wosoniy  that  of  a  wedt,  vk  was  impoffiUe  to  (ay  how  thuch 
it  was  to  be  avoided,  if  pofliWe,  fmce  what  1 2000  iliert  migbr 
accomptifb  in  the  heginnirtg-  of  the  week>  24,000  would  be 
unequal  to^  effect  at  the  end  of  it.     At  the   lame  time  he 
thought  time  in  other  circiHnAanees  the  meafure  w^  dtffeiV- 
ing  t»f  the  affcntion  of  the  Hjiife. 

T)\t  Houfe  then  divided  on  tfic  queftion  for  tjie  anicird- 
mentj 

-^r  .  -  •       47 

N^es  -  -  •      ^   -      118 

Majority  againft  the  amendment,  7' 

The  original  motion  was  then   put  and'  carried;,  after 
which  the  Hottfe  adjourned^ at  haiipall  tea  o'clock. 


PROTEST. 
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PROTEST. 

Entered  upon  die  Joumak  of  die  Hoofe  of  Lords  s^ainft  3 
Bill  entitnled)  '^  An  Ad  empowering  hi$  Majefty  for  atifBc, 
^  and  to  an  extent  to  beliixiitiri»  to  accept  the  ferviccsof  fnch 
^  parts  of  his  Militia  Forces  in  this  Kingibm  as  may  toIoou- 
^  hly  offer  themfelves  to  be  employed  in  Ireland/'  pafing 
*'  into  a  law. 

dissemtibht, 

Becaufby  convinced  that  the  verjexiftencecf  d^Mifitia,  as  a  Coaika- 
tianal  force,  depends  upon  ftri6^ly  adhering  to  that  great  and  fandamenui 
priBCiple  on  which  it  was  originally  cftabufliedy  naodj,  the  IntcfBal  Dc- 
tience  of  the  Kingdom. 

Vecanfc,  any  departure  (under  whatever  ciicumftaaoes)  fir»B  cnnditiBf 
faStheito  confideitd  as  facred»  and  on  which  every  cnga^eoieDt  id^eftiBg 
the  Militia  fervice  hu  hithnto  proceeded,  muft  create  dUhuft  vritU  tegard 
to  its  future  deftination,  and  hereafter  render  it  extremely  diflirult  to  find 
perfims  of  property  and  independence  difpolcd  to  ftrve  as  officcn* 

JBecaufe,  however  laudable  die  offers  lately  made  by  oertmin  M3itik 
corps  to  ferve  in  Ireland  undoubtedly  are,  it  does  not  appear  that  tfaoie  of. 
iers  can  be  accepted  without  manifeftly  Hiking  great  and  Cbrxoua  inca»- 
venicnoe  to  this  country ;  and  highly  important  as  it  is  to  cnifli,  as  kmt 
as  pofliblet  the  rebellion  now  onbappily  raging  hi  the  Siller  Kiogdooip  the 
propofed  meafure  fiill  appears  highly  exceptionable  i  nor  can  it  be  too  mmth 
lamented  if,  from  an  unfortunate  diftribution  of  the:  forces  of  the  Eome 
at  large,  traa^uility  cannot  be  reftored  to  Ireland  but  at  the  cxpesce  ot  the 
Conftitution  of  Great  Britain.  JLECDSL 


IMStENTIENT, 

•  ift,  Becaufe  the  Militia  being  the  only  permanent  armed  force  ibat  c» 
be  lawfully  nmintained,  and  by  its  tnftitution  intended  fbleiy  for  the  de> 
fence  of  this  Kingdom,  an  offer  to  carry  it  out  of  the  KLingdom  oould  not 
be  made  confiftent  with  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  ougbt  not  to 
receive  the  fan^ion  of  Pariiament. 

^f  Becaufe  no  communication  relating  to  Ireland  having  beeii  OMdeta 
this  Hottfe,  or  the  advice  of  Parliament  taken  on  the  ftase  of  that  Xk^* 
dom,  it  can  have  no  means  of  judging  .of  the  propriety  of  any  mealfores  10 
be  taken :  And  the  only  Iburce  of  intormation  bemg  private  accounts  aad 
unauthenticated  publications,  which  aflert  that  fcourjges  and  tortures  haen 
in  numerous  inftances  been  infli61ed  to  extort  confeflions  and  aocofatiQDs, 
Irhich  illegal  a6U  (being  generally  believed,  aad  not  havmg  bcfen  cootn- 
difted  by  Lords  in  his  Majefty's  Councils  when  called  upon  to  do  it) 
Bright  greatly  tend  to  excite  thofe  Infurredions  which  the  applicatiian  oC 
this  force  is  intended  to  fupprefs. 

jd,  Bccauft  this  bill  has  been  pafled  with  a  hafte  and  precipitancy  ia* 
compatible  with  the  cool  deliberation  requifite  for  a  matter  of  fuch  impoit* 
ance,  and  centrary  to  the  wife  regulations  and  oiden  of  this  Hoofe. 

-       MORFOLK,  £•  M, 

HOUSE 


I 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednssi^ay,  J^rao. 

Strangers  continue  to  be  excluded  from  the  debates  in  this 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  in  confequence  of  |A}rdSydiie  y*s  mo* 
tion  beiDjg;coptinued  in  force. 


MOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

V/ tDKZSD AT rjufl^  20. 

The  bill  for  preventing  perfons,  fubjeds  of  bis  Majeftjr/ 
from  vtoluntarily  repairing  to  or  refiding  in  France,  and  fof 
preventing  correfpondence  with  fuch  perfons,  &C.  was  tcstS 
a  third  time,  and  pafledi  on  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  Ge* 
veral. 

The  bill  for  transferring  the  Salt  duty  to  the  managemeii^ 
of  the  Excife,  wastalcen  mtoconfideration.  Several  claufes 
were  propofcd  by  Mr  Rofe,  and  agreed  to. 

He  propofed  one  to  allow  Rock-  Salt  to  be  brought  inta' 
Maryborough,  in  the  cobnty  of' Nairn ;  upon  which  a  (hort 
debate  arofe,  in  which  Mr.  ff^gley^  Mr.  Ro/ff  Mr.  Ryder, 
Sir  M.  Ridley f  Lord  helgrave^  and  Sir  fF.  Ptdteney  took  part; 
after  which  the  HouGe  divided, 

Ayes  ( For  the  claufc)        36 
Noes        -         -         -       ji 

.  Several  othef  claufe^  v^px^  read,  and  agreed  to ;  after  which 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  timp,  and  pafled, 

Mr«  Secretary  Dund^f  laid  before  the  Houfe  letters  from 
the  Colonels  of  the  Oxford,  Carnaryont  Old  Royal  Bucks,. 
Denbighibire,  Leic^fieffhire,  Warwickfhire,  Carmarthen-i 
iftiire,  Dorietiblre,  and  Hertfordfliire,^  Militia  regiments,  of« 
fering  their  fervices  to  go  tt>  Ireland. 

Lord  Maiden  faid,  that  the  Herefordfliire  militia,  which 
he  had  the  honour  tq  comipapd,  h^d  offered  their  ferviceSy 
and  he  was  furprifed  thfit  they  were  not  reported. 

Mr.  Dundai  faid,  that  this  regiment  had  been  omitted,  not 
becaufe  its  zeal  had  be^n  overlooked,  t)ut  becaufe  the  oiFer 
vras  more  general  than  was  neceflary  to  the  prefent  objp£l. 
They  oSere4  to  ferve  in  any  part  of  Europe.  There  was  no 
fpecific  offer  for  Ireland. 

Co\ofkf\' ff^alpole  faid,  the  offer  was  fuScient ;  Ireland^  he 
apprehended,  was  within  the  offeo  f  s  it  was  in  Europe. 

MItlTIA 
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MILiTJA  TO  C^O  TO  UttlKD. 

The  order  for  raM)i«g  0  fecoiidftiaie  the  bill  to  enable  his 
Maje&Y  to  accept  tlie  f^f vices  of  i^iOco  men  of  the  miUtii 
to  gjTiQ  Ireland,  b^'lng  read, 

'General  TarteHri  dppoffcd  the  brtlv  He  thought,  that  be- 
fore the  country  was  ftript  of  the  militia,  means  lhoo!d  be 
taken  for  the  defence  of  this  conntry.  The  fituation  of  this 
country,  as  well.  iN>rvJMlli4,  Wa^'Oroic^i  \Hc  entered  into 
a  (latement  of  the  military  force  of  the  l^ingdoro,  and  con* 
eluded,  that  the  wKble  force  to  which  the  defence  of  the 
■wtfP^lfT  ^^!oi.E»gl4»4i  a94.  $wJ»f>flt  RUv^  Aflflnalv  ^c 
w^  ^Qgimitti^ly  were  only  37»9^oj?)en,  yi\\o>  had  jQukd 
^.i^elpcksa  ye^^r.;  The  VqlUffiit^r^GQri^.wqi^  opt  io.iifct^^ 
S^9  of  diicipUn^  a$  .^9.^  ^fff^A^^;  /X^9  .ProvilionaJ-  ou 
yalry  were  not  to  be  relied  upon.  With'  regard  to  the  cx^ 
fllditjop  tp  QuH^foa  anfl  <)fteod,.bfj4^l  ^^tf  m^  Iq^  fajr  jny 
^lipg  uf)pi^  the  mecit^  of  <ti\9  ,^l^f),;  h^t:i^  JW'^!y!W4S  exfi^ 
ordinary  that  with  fu((K  c^c?^^V1^P^I/(i^4.  ^ffi^^^s^-tbefi;- 
9J(yiQd^|LQ^  tecpf lA^t^  in jlUHppv/MNt^^  »<^  mortiScaii^p. 

Mr-,  fl'ffwWf  fw5^  ;Mlr  ^»e  y<^y^F  corps  whick  h^ 
CQO^e  (orH».4rd  ^O'.vffi^rthw  f(5tyic€R»hj^4  b^^nrprojotpuncodby 
officer^  Qf  UvB  greptieft  ^11,.  ^o  l?c.  iivfiich  4  |lai«  as  to  bo 
cffefllve,  if  neccflity  required.  Art4jb^  Pfqvifi9iwl  ^Faliji 
notwithftanding  what  had-jbeen  fai.d^  werqjn  general  a  corps 
which,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  mijght  prov<»  of  the  grca^cft 
.  aijvantage.to  the  «>untry.  With  refpe^  toMh^  es^peditipa 
tb'Ofttend,  k  was  one  6f  which  he  was  nbtarftamcd^  ir  wa« 
one,. on  the  cootrvy>  fo^  which  be  tei^ht  take  credit.  •  Tte 
ihccefsf of  that  expcditibri  ptcvenf.ed  the  eri^myftom  bring- 
ing-their  vefffcls*  round  to  th^  point 'of  rendpzvow.  withoqt 
being  cxpofcd  to  the  aflivity  and^  vigHancfc.  of  otir  navy. 
Tha^expccHuo!^'hac^  been  ftrpngly  urged  by  Sir  Chaite 
jGrey ;  and  the  authority  of  that  great  and  r^fj^edable, officer 
Was  ffitfjcipnt  to  Kfjep  f|irn  in  countenance  for  ^ny  fharrfae 
might  have  had  in  adviftng  that  m.eaft^re. 

Mv  TV'y/juftiflerfthelt^temcrtt  made,  byhis  hoi^oiioiM& 
Friend  {General  Tarleton).,  and  contenjjfd  th^t  ircpujdno^ 
be  copftrucd  irito  a'  perdirjal  attack  on  tj^e  Secretary  of  SMp 
He  would  not  now  go  ioto  the  partidkhr  tt^tcs  that  had  ti|^ 
day  been  urged  in  fkvour  of  the  meaftte,  flfc.wojjfd,  llMt^ 
evj?r,.tak/;  this  oppoLtu^ity  of  declai;ing*t'  ths|tlb.  oBcdieQC;^  t)* 
ithe  drdates  of  his  own  conCqience,  and*  in  comj^Hanc^tilch 
the  duty  which  he  owed  to^ the  People  of  Engiand^  be'*db# 

0iake 
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make  all  the  ftand  he  CQuU  agiitnft  a  ine;irure  which  flew  in 
the  face  of  the  conftitutton ;    for  no  information  had  been 
laid  before  the  Houfeio  guide  its  judgment  on  the  propriety 
of  the  motion,  whkb  w^stttfmpted  to>e  hurried  ^li^Pugh 
the  Hoiife  without  any  thing  like  cool  or  mature  deliberation^ 
in  the  fame  infulrio^  and  overbearing  manner  in  which  mi'- 
nifters  havecarried  by  acclamation  feveral  other  grave  ^nd  im- 
portant points ;  fiich  as  taking  out  of  our  pockets  the  tenth 
of  our  Income ;  theiofpdnGoh  of  ihs'  H^eas  Corpus  Aft; 
and  the  Mow  lately  ilruck'at  the  Liberty  of  the  Vttik.    The 
v^ord  duhfid  was  inlroduced  into  the  btU  is  charafiteriBing 
the  conduft  of  tho^  corps  who  had  offered  to^ytend  their 
fcxTiccS^yond  the  confticotional  limit  \  but  he  would  think 
thetD  better  entitled  td  it  if  they  hod  JBiewn  mons  cefpeft.Br 
the  conftitution,  and  for  the  oath  that  bound  them  down  to 
a  pacticular  fcrvice.    He  could  fee  no  better  grounds  for'  the 
epithets  whkb  were  given  by  the  bill  to  the  difturbances  in. 
Ireland — chey  were  there ftiled  an  unnaturaland  wickid  rebel* 
lion.     But  uniefs  proper  documents  were  laid  before  the 
Houfe  in  prbof  of  -thefe  aflerttons,  how  could  thciHoiiTe  be 
juftifitfd  in  aflenting  to  tiiem,  or  Co  the  ttfnconftitutioiial  mei^ 
fure,  which  refted  on  no  better  ground  than  thefe  aflertiont? 
Until;  ifuch  propfcjr  and  regular  documJentswiere  iatd  before 
the  Houfe  to  prove  that  an  unnatural  and  wicked  rcbeUibn 
raged  in  {relandt  hew  could  we  know  but  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  a  rif^  U  mate  dUs refiJlami-^A mvLtvaug  of  4if- 
appmbatieo  anife;  and  Mr.  Sicretury  DundMrnweA;  That 
the  Standifig  Order  •  for,  excluding  ftrangcrs  ^be  enforced^ 
upon  which  the  Speajper  ordered  the  gallery  toie  cleared)*- 
The  &bate  continued  for  ibme   timeV  (tfttr  which .  the 
Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  for  the  feoond  readlng^  of  the 
biU^n^  .  .  .       .,       ,w 

Ayes  •  -  '43     '  .    : 

Me$  f  -  ill  * 

The  bill  was  thsaread  a  thud  time  and  pafied^   > 

Another  bill  of  an  important  nature  was  fhen  Immght  in  \ 
but,  on  the  queftion  for  Heading  it  a  firfl  timey 

General  Tarkton  obferved  that  it  would  be  highly  indeco- 
rous to  'proceed  to  4ie  dticuifion  of  any  buiiilefs  ot  import- 
ance in  fo  very  thin  an  attendance ;  and  tiierefore  be  choiight 
it  his  duty  to  move,  rStM  the  Houfe  be  counted^  when  it  ap* 
peared,  that  there  were  not  40  meml3pia|»el«At*  An  adjourn^ 
ment  of  courfe  took  place.  ,  ^ 

Vol,  II.  1798.  sB  hOUSR 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WeDN!:SDAY|    June   21. 

*     The  public  fttll  continue  to  be  excluded* 

^.  .t-, — ■ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

W euvzsd AY t  June  21. 

' .   The  Spmher  informed  the  Houfe  that  be  had  been  in  die 

'Houfe  of  Peers,  when  thb  Royal  Aflent  was  given  bj  com- 

mtflion  to  the  Land  Tax  aA,  the  Clove  and  CinsiaiiKxi 

Duty  ad,  and  to  the  a£l  for  empowering  his  Majcfty  to  avzS 

:himfelf|  for  a  time,  and  to  ah  extent  to  be  licnitcd,  of  the 

'.fervices  of  the  Militia  Forces,  out  of  Great-Britain,  &c.  and 

lo.feveral  private  a£b. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  aUb,  that  the  UU  fn 
.raUing  three  millions  on  Exchequer  Bills  was  the  preoediog 
i^day  not  proceeded  in,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  ot 
members. 

c  The  Houfe  then  proceeded  upon  the  bill,  which  was  red 
.  a  firft  tiipe,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  tinae  the  next 
'day. 

The  Import  and  Export  Infurance  bill  was  read  a  durd 
jiime  and  palled. 

'     Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved,that  the  Houfe  do  on  Salmday 

next,  refolve  it&If  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoofe  to 

:  confider  of  the  late  bill  for  raifing  a  Supplementary  Gavaliy. 

. .   Mr.  Wigky  wilbed  to  know  why  the  biifmefs  was  to  come 

on  on  Saturday  \ 

4.  .  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  it  was  from  no  predtleAion  of 
Jils  for 'Saturday ;  but  merely  for  convenience  in  the  difpatch 
xA  public  budnefs,  and  he  exprelfed  a  hope,  the  Houfe  wouU 
proceed  at  thieao'clocL. — Ordered. 

The  Solicitor  zGeneral  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  on  tht 
amended  Alien  bill. 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  he  ftUl  thought  this  fubjeA  had  not  been 
confidered  \h  rhe  lAanner  its  importance  mierited.  This  was 
•the  fecond,  ifUid  he  was  perfuaded  there  would  be  a  third 
meafure  of  the  kind,  and  that  foon  after  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament. 

.  The  SoUci:or  General  did  a  few  words ;  after  whidi  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

-    The  amendments  in  theTannersand  Curriers*  bill  being 
'  taken  into  con&dpjation, 

Mr. 
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IAt.  Dicienfon  moved,  That  thefe  amendments  be  taken' 

nto  further  confideration  that  day  three  months. — Ordered.! 

EXPEDITION    TO   OSTEKD. 

Mr.  yeiyli  faid,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  give  him  credit 
ivhen  he  faid  that  nothing  could  give  him  more  pain  than  to 
make  any  reprefentation  that  was  not  well  founded*  The 
preceding  day  he  dated  in  the  Houfe,  from  the  authority  of 
letters  he  had  feen,  and  which  were  received  in  London^ 
that  the  canal  and  works  at  Oftend,  the  deftrudion  of  which 
was  the  obje£l  of  the  late  expedition  thither,  had  not  been 
efFeAed ;  that  we  had  not  put  an  end  to  that  canal.  He  had^* 
however,  that  morning  received  information  from  a  didin- 
guifhed  officer,  (Capt.  Popham)  afluringhim,  that  his  ilate- 
ment  of  the  preceding  day  was  erroneous,  and  that  officer 
gave  him  evidence  from  various  quarters.  He  had  no  ocular 
demonRration  of  the  fact  himfelf,  for  he  remained  on  board, 
but  he  referred  to  an  American  officer  who  had,  and  he  de- 
clared, that  the  works  were  blown  up  and  entirely  demolifli- 
cd  ;  that  the  navigation  of  the  canal  was  entirely  put  an  end 
to  ;  and  that  there  was  no  current  of  water  th'^re  now,  ex- 
cept at  the  flowing  of  the  tide  ;  and  that  the  works  cannot  be 
put  in  a  (late  of  Repair  in  lefs  than  twelve  months.  He 
thought  It  neceflary  to  fay  this,  left  it  ihould  go  abroad,  as  he  . 
had  ftated  the  preceding  day,  that  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  not  attained  ;  he  did  this  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
gallant  officers  in  the  expedition,  and  the  more  fo  as  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  (General  Coote)  was  there  wounded.  He 
was  aware  the  former  information  he  had  received,  and 
^which  he  had  ftated  in  the  Houfe^  would  give  pain  to  every 
feeling  mind  in  this  country.  He  was  now  perfuaded,  that 
the  work  of  that  expedition  was  fully  done  as  far  as  depend* 
ed  on  the  gallant  perfons  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  after  this,  no  man  could 
have  any  idea  that  the  work  was  not  done,  nor  yf^s  it  pof- 
fible  to  fay  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  miftated  the  thing 
wilfully. 

Counfel  was  then  heaid  on  the  Scots  Diftillery  bill,  affer 
which  the  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred,  and  the. 
Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jtt«r  22* 
Previous  to  the  appointed  bufinefs  of  the  dayy  General 
562  Tarkton 
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TaAhn  bRmght  forward  foihc  attention  of  the  Hoale  thc%wo 

fotUoi/lrtiig  motioasy  which  were  aftnted  to  unanimoiiflj; — 

'  That  a  ret\irn  of  th€  King^s  Troop*  -Miploycd  on  the  late  esj 
in  tin  neighbourhood  of  OftcAd  te  lakl  bHvtc  tlie  Hoo(e. 

>  That  a  return  of  the  Officers  and  Mcb»  dtftingitiAitng  chcir 
lM  torpSf  mho  return  from  that  espeditiofi,  be  'aid  before  the  Hvofe. 

Ocneral  ^arUion  faid^  he  was  under  the  neccflity^  in  com- 

iiliance  with  the  forms  of  the  Honfe.  of  bringing  forward 
he;r6  iBotions,  in  order  to  enable  himfelf  to  comment  upooa 
faten>ent  of  the  preceding  day,  as  well  as  on  the  late  open- 
fions  in  the  vicinity  of  Oftend.  He  cenfurcd  his  Majefij's 
Miniftcrs  with  confiderablc  feverity  for  their  military  ar- 
rangements, which  produced  nothing  but  misfortiine  and 
difgrace  to  the  country.  He  imputed  no  blame  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  to  the  gallant  officers  or  brave  men' emplaned 
On  the  expedition,  and  he  neither  retracted  nor  expfaioed 
away  the  epithet  chimerical  which  he  had  ufed  in  the  Hoaie 
on  Wednciday  laft. 

Mr.  fV.  Bootle  moved  that  the  Standing  Order  be  inforced 
relative  to  the  exclufion  of  ftrangcrr. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  fuch  a 
meafure  as  this  Ihould  be  reforted  to ;  be  kncM-  thai  any 
member 'of  that  Houfe  had  a  right  to  enforce  the  ftaodlag 
orders  of  the  Houfe,  h\\^  he  wifhcd  the  Houfe  to  refled  a 
little  on  the  pofTible  ^fl^A  of  it,  for  any  other  member  had  a 
right  to  enforce  any  other  Handing  order*  which  wouM  ob- 
firu3  the  buflnefs  of  the  Hoqfe  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render 
impracticable  many  of  its  prefcnt  rules  of  proceeding.  Per- 
hap:  fome  gentleitien  were  not  aware  of  'he  extent  of  the 
Handing  order  for  th&  exclufion  of  (frangers,  for  it  dircSed 
not  only  that  no  Grangers  (h(»u1d  prefume  to  flay  in  the  gal- 
lery, but  that  if  there  were  any  found  there,  in  the  lobby,  or 
in  any  of  the  avenues  Reading  to  the. Houfe,  fuch  ftrangers 
ihould  be  imtnediately  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Scrjean: 
at  Arms  [H^re  he  read  the  whole  of  the  order].  He  then 
contended  that  the  appearance  of  ftsangers  in  the  caliery  was 
the  foundation  for  moving  to  enforce  the  flanding  order* 
When  that  Houfe  enforced  the  order,  the  Serjeant  at  Anns 
was  bound  to  take  every  man  who  .appeared  in  the  gallery,* 
and  the  avenue^  leading  to  the  Houfe,  into  cuftody  ;  which 
would  certainly  be  a  laborious  duty  at  thQ  prefent  moment, 
fince  the  gallery  was  full  of  ftrangers.    This  he  (^ated,  to 

fhew 
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A&ew  the  prad^ical  inconvenience  of  enf<^cing  tbe  tiwtiSng 
order,  and  he  appealed  to  the  chair  wketiier  be  was  netcoT* 
rect  in  his  ftatement  as  to  the  extent  of  this  order. 

The  Speaker  Taid,  that  undoubtedly  the  ftanding  carder  was 

as  the  bon.  Gentleman  had  dated  it,  and  it  was  competent 

xo  sLtif  hon.  Member  at  any  time  to  mpve  it,  and  the  Hoa(b 

directing  the  order  to  be  enforced,  would  prefume  nothitig 

but  that  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  {hould  execute  the  order  ia 

conformity  to  the  commands  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  although  the 

order  might  be  executed  to  its  full  extent,  yet  he  appfdbend- 

cd  it  was  competent  to  the  Houfe  to  enforce  its  own  orden^ 

either  in  all  or  in  part ;  the  Houfe  would  therefore  deter*- 

snine  whether  it  would  enforce  the  whole  of  the  ftanding 

order,  or  be  fatisfied  with  enforcing  that  part  of  It  wbicli 

"was  ufual  upon  this  motioi^ — which  was,  merely-  to  cauf^ 

them  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  faid,  it  did  really  appear  to  him  an 
alarming  thing  to  take  fuch  (leps  as  thefe  to  prevent  the  pub« 
lie  from  being  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe. 
He  rea1|j{  thought  that  the  practice  of  making  public  the 
fubftance  of  the  fpeechesof  Members  of  Parliament  was  a 
very  ufeful  and  a  very  laudable  practice  ;  he  thought  the 
public  had  a  right  to  expect  that  indulgence ;  he  knew  of  no 
liarm  it  could  poflibly  produce — much  advantage  had  refult- 
ed  from  it  already,  and  the  practice  had  continued  now  for 
many  years  without  any  interruption.  [Here  there  was  a 
very  great  cry  of  No !  No!]  He  faid,  he  knew  there  were 
fome  exceptions  to  it,  but  they  were  very  few,  and  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  if  there  were  not  any. 
But,  however,  the  practice  of  the  Houfe  iipon  fuch  occafions, 
as  ftated  from  the  chair,  and  dated  very  accurately,  in  en^ 
forcing  only  a  part  of  the  order,  namely,  that  of  merely  turn-" 
ing  ftratigers  out,  was  clearly,  not  only  againft  the  letter,  but 
alfo  againft  the  fpirit  of  the  order ;  the  order  certainly  was, 
that  nrangers  beipg  fourtd  in  the  gallery  during  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe,  (faoutd  be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms.  It  was  now  late  in  the  feiiions,  and  the 
mconveniiente  of  excluding  ftrangers  would  not  be  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  if  at  the  commencement  of  a  fefiion  \  but  how- 
ever, he  wiflied  very  much,  that  thefe  meafures  were  not 
brought  forward,  but  fince  they  had  been  infifted  upon,  he 
maintained  that  the  whole  of  the  order  muft  either  be  in- 
forced,  in  which  cafe  every  ftranger  muft  be  taken  into  cuf- 
tody,  or  the  order  muft  be  waved  altogether* 

The 
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The  Speaker  (aidy  he  (hould  procesd  in  this  cafe,  as  be  had 
always  proceeded,  and  a?  his  predecetlbrs  had  proceeded  in 
ftmitar  cafes;  which  war^  to  order  Grangers  to  withdraw^  it 
va9  certainly  competent  to  the  Houfe  to  proceed  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  order*  but  he  apprehended,  it  was  competent 
alfo  for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  in  part  only,  upon  the  order. 
He  then  ordered  (Irangers  to  withdraw. 

.  General  fFalpole^  with  uncommon  warmth,  reprobated  the 
motion  for  enforcing  any  part  ci  the  {landing  order.  He  con- 
tended that  the  people  had  a  conflttutional  right  to  be  in* 
formed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe, 
but  it  appearing  that' the  hon.  Member  who  had  made  rhe 
original  motion  remained  inflexible,  he  (hould  vote  for  the 
whole  of  the  order  being  enforced. 

.  At  this  period  the  cry  of  "  withdraw,  withdraw,*'  became 
more  loud,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  ap-i 
peared  in  the  gallery,  which  was  immediately  cleared. 

STATE  OF  IRELAND. 

Lord  George  Cavendijb  then  rofe,  and,  after  a  (bort  and 
emphatic  fpeech,  introduced  the  following  ferics  of  refolo* 
tions,  as  a  proper  fyftem  to  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe  for  the 
ialvation  of  Ireland : 

i«  Refolfed,  That  whenever  this  Houfe  is  called  upon  to  rofe  fiTppliet 
of  men  or  money,  to  be  provided  by  levies  and  taxes  on  our  Conftitueots,' 
it  IS  cur  right  and  duty  to  watch  over  and  controul  the  purpolcrs  to  wlitch 
they  are  to  be  applied. 

».  Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  is  ready  to  make  every  exertion  in  it» 
power  to  enable  his  Majedy  to  r^prefs  and  fubdue  all  inUirre^ions  and  re* 
beUion  againft  his  lavvfnl  authority,  trufting  that  his  Majcfty  will  temper 
ails  of  neceff.ry  feverity  with  mercy,  and  never  lofe  fight  of  that  equit- 
able  and  prote£)ing  policy,  which,  by  the  redrefs  of  ail  real  grievaii€r»» 
iXiay  (ecure  to  him  the  loyalty,  confidence,  and  aife^ftion  of  bis  people. 

3.  Refulvrd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  although  at  all 
times  we  (hall  be  ready  by  all  jull  means  to  maintain  the  unity  of  t&e  Bri- 
tifti  Empiie,  and  our  connexion  with  Ireland,  as  an  integral  part  of  that 
empire,  yet  we  never  tan  believe  that  it  is  his  Majefty*s  will  to  fupport  or 
countt nance  the  principle  of  permanently  governing  that  country  as  a  con- 
quered and  hoftile  country,  a  principle  no  lefs  contrary  to  the  fuddamentat 
maxims  of  uRlverfal  juftice,  than  to  the  mutual  intercAs  of  the  two  king> 
dotns.  '  •  ' 

4.  Rcfolvcd,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  it  is  the  4uty  ofbit 
Majeiiy's  Miniilcrs  to  advile  his  Majefty,  that  be  would  be  gfacioufly' 

plcafed 
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pleaibi  to  repeat  the 'recommcAdttion  he  mide  through  the  Lord  LicvtcDiiit 
bf  Irelaixl  to  the  Legiflature  of  that  Kingdom  M  1793*  ^fcrioiifly  to  c<m-> 

•  fidei-  the  fituationof  the  Infti  Catholkt*  and  conflder  it  with  Stberaiity, 

•  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrtngthening  and  cenieiltuig  a  general  anion  «f  M- 

•  timent  among  a)]  the  chiilct  '9nd  delcriptiona  of  hit  Majefty^t  AMsjeAs^  kk 
<  fupport  of  the  efhibltihed  Conftitution/ 

5.  Rcfelved,  that  it  it  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe;  that  fuch  perfoiis  as 
have  onifomlyy  and  on  all  occa(iont>  cxprcfied  iKeir  difapprobation  of 
meafures  of  conceflion  and  conciliation,  and  under  whofe  AdmmiUfatiao 
hia  Ma)e(ty^t  KingdoiH  of  Atlaod  )tai  bcenr^uccd  -tq  a  fituatiofitc)  im* 
'flniocDtly  dangerous  to  the  general  intcrcftsy  happioeft  and  po^er  of  Xkt 
whole  Empire,  cannot  bee^efiuar  channels  pf  hi»  Mai^*t  loyalgK^ce 
and  beneficent  intentions  towards  their  feilow.fubje£ls. 

The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  moving  theiirft  refolution. 

Lord  John  RuJfeU  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Cannings  in  a  fpeech  of  more  than  an  hour,  oppofed 
the  motion ;  and  concluded  with  moving  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  whole  Teries  of  refokitions. 

Mr.  St.  A.  St,  John  followed  Mr.  Canning,  and  urged  the 
powerful  neceflity  of  adopiing  the  fyffem  recommended  by 
the'ficAle  Mover  and  Seconder. 

Mr.  //.  Addin^on  oppofed  the  retblutions. 

I>r.  Lawnnce  enforced  the  neceflSty  of  adopting  them. 

Mr.  Fox  made  a  long  ipeech,  in  which  he  gave  notice  of 
a  motion,  if  the  feries  of  refolutions  opened  by  his  noble 
Friends  (hould  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Dundas  followed  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  fFiUiam  Gfant  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  fpqke  againft 
the  refolutiom. 

Mr.  Grey^  Mr.  Sheridan,  Sec.  in  fupport  of  thcin. 

The  Houic  then  divided : — 

j/ygSf        -         -         -         -         -        66       « 
JVc«,  ....       -        •        -.      2xa 

Aiajonty    -     -     -  .  ^56 
The  other  inotions  of  Lord  George  Henry  Cavendijb  were 

then  fd^verally  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  the  following  propofition,  which  he 

had  announced  in  his  fpeech ; 

ReTolved,  that  this  Houfe  underilandingit  to  be  a  matter  of  public  noto* 
r%ety,that  thefyflem  of  coercion  has  been  enforced  in  Ireland  with  a  rigour 
Ihockiag  to  bumaottyi  upd  particularlyt  that  fcoiirget  and  other  tortoret 

have 


luM^lMcn  coplojfcc^  fof  tht  ynr^aSk  of  cxtovtiag  confitfficMM,  m  pnfiice 
jiiftlybcUiA  ibbcp^^  in  cvefy  civUifed  part  of  the  world,  U  of  a^ioKgh 
t^i  ao  Jmincdiateftof  ihould  be  put  to  prances  (bdiigracehal  to  tlieBritiii 
|)9mr  j  «Ki,th|{  oi^r  bfft  l»op«»  <^  rtftoring  permanent  tranquillity  to  Irt- 
)aiut  awft  arift  frwi  ^.ohanga  of  iylkmy  at  £tf  u  depends  on  the  EacDiife 
Goremmeuty  together  with  a  reoioval  from  their  fiations  of  thola  perfbu 
^y  whoft  advice  |h9ie  gtrppltietiiave  faHa  perpetrated  }  and  with  r^gaid  t» 
«rhoai tike aAv^pp^lf  9f  bibad  can  feel  no  (cn^ments  but tboieof  re- 
4entaMBt  and  tcnror. 

The  motibn  was  ftrpported  by  Mr.  ShtriAm  and  Cbldbcl 
fFaipikf  and  oppofod  by  Mr.  Douglas^  Mr.  fUlbefforcef  Mr. 
Atkirf  and  Mr«  DiiiuAw.-— The  Houfe  then  divided— 
Ayih  *  -  -         '  6a 

JVocj,         '  •  .  -  -  204 

Majority^     -      -      14a 
AdJQurnpd  ^^t^half  paQ  fpur  in  t|ie  morniog. 


JH8T€>F 

On  Lord  G.  Cavendish' 

liduid,  on 

Aubrey,  Sir  J.      '. 
Bactiay^  G. 
Baring,  Sir.  F.    • 
Beauclerk,  C.  G. 
Biddulpb^Ri 
Bird,  W.  W. 
Bouvene,H.^* 
Brogden,  J. 
Burch,J.R.    . 
Burdm,  SirF. 
Byng,^. 
Coke,  T,  W. 
Coke,E. 
Co|houn,W. 
Cotobe,  Alderman 
CouTtenay,  J. 
Darner,  Hon.  L. 
DcnllbD,'W.  J.'  •' 
Fittpatncki  General 


THE  MINORITY, 
s  Motion  ftfpe^iog  the  JnfuKrefUctt  k 
Aridfly,.  J«k  aa,  179^. 

Fletdker,  SirH. 
*Fos,  lion.  C«  J* 
Greene,  J. 
G*^,  C. 
Hare,  J. 
Hawkms,SirC. 
Hobhoufc,  B. 
Howard,  H« 
HaOey,  W. 
Jifferys,N. 
Jekyll,J. 
Xervoife,  J.  C. 
Jones,  Thos. 
King,  Sir  J.'DaOiwDod 
Lawrence,  Dr. 
Lemon  J« 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 
'  lloyd,  J.  M. 
Milioftlf  Lord 


MUmti 
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Mtloer,  Sir  W*  fit.  Jolm  Hon.  St.  A. 

HanK  Dudlej  Taylor,  M.  A- 

Northey,  W.  Tajlor,  W. 

Peirie,  H,  Thompron,  T. 

yJumnter^W.  Tierney,  G.  ♦ 

Porter^  Gto.  Townfliend,  Lord  J. 

Pulteney,  Sir  W.  Ttifton,  Hon.  H. 

Rawdon,  Hon.  Geoige  Tufton,  Hon.  J,  ** 

Rkhardfon,  J.  Vyner,  R. 

RoWbn,  T.  B.  Walpole,  Hon.G. 

Riiflai,LowlW.  Waiwyn,J. 

Shtridan,  R.  B.  Wcftcm,  C.  C. 

Spencer,  Lord  R.  Whitbrcad,  S. 

TELLEHS. 

Cavcndifli,  Lord  G.  RulTcI,  Lord  J. 

HOUSE  OF  C3OMM0NS. 
Saturday,  j^umz^. 

jpRO VISION AJL   CAVALRY. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Commit;tee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  ProviSonal  Cavalry  Bill,  upon  the  motion  of  'Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas. 

A  long  converfation  took  place  upon  the  feveral  amend- 
ments that  were  propoTed  and  adopted ;  after  which  the  re- 
port was  received,  with  a  view  of  having  it  taken  into  fur- 
ther confideration  on  Monday,  and  of  readin|;  the  bill  ^  third 
time  on  Toefday.    Ocdered  to  be  printed. 

NABOB   OV  OUDE. 

Mr.  Af'  X  ^4^hr  laid,  that  as  he  (aw  an  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  ControuL 
for  the  Affairs  of  India,  he  now  gave  notice  that  be  (hould 
in  another  Seffion  qf  ParUament,  when  the  fubje^  can  be 
beft  difcitflcd,  move  for  the  produdion  of  cerlain  papers  re- 
fpedUnga  tranla&ion  which,  from  the  public  prints,  he  faw 
had  taken  place  in  India,  nefpefiUng  the  Nabob  of  Gude. 
He  (hould  be  unwilling  to  fay  any^diing  againft  the  Gover- 
nor General,  efpecially  in  his  abfence ;  but,  having  fome 
knowledge  of  India  affairs,  from  a  fituation  which  he  once 
filled,  unworthily*  he  Oiould  think  it  neceflary  to  bring  the 
matter  he  alluded  to  before  the  Houfe— »that  was,.the  depofi- 
tion  ^  one  of  our  chief  itlUes.    He  hoped  that  fucfa  docu- 

Vot.II.  1798.  5  C  meats 
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ments  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  as  would  enable  it  to 
form  a  juft  opinion  upon  that  event.  What  had  been  done 
might  be  very  right  or  very  wrong,  he  faid  nothing  on  cither 
fide  upon  that  fubje£l ;  and^he  begged  it  to  be  underftood. 
that  he  threw  no  aiperfions  on  the  Governor  Genczal ;  be 
only  mentioned  this  by  way  of  notice  of  what  he  intended 
to  do  in  the  next  Seilion* 

MAROONS. 

General  fFalpok  faid,  he  hoped  the  motion,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  would  not  be  confidered  as  having  fo  inflamma- 
tory a  tendency  as  to  require  the  gallery  to  be  cleared  of 
ftrancers.  He  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houle  an  account  of  fuch  fums  of  money  as  have  been 
granted  by  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  for  fettling  the  Trc- 
lawny  Maroons,  and  alfo  the  difburfement  of  the  fame.  He 
faid  he  did  not  mean  now  to  give  notice  of  the  fpecific  mo- 
tion he  (houIJ  make  upon  this  fubjed ;  he  fliould  hold  him- 
felf  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  a  motion  upon  that  fubjed 
upon  whatever  ground,  or  in  whatever  ihape,  he  (hould  think 
neceflary,  without  further  notice.  He  took  this  courfe,  be- 
caufe  he  was  mifunderflood  upon  his  notice  on  this  fubjed 
lad  year. 

Mr.  Hujktjfon  brought  up  extraQs  of  letto's  to  the  Sccrt- 
tary  of  State,  fignifying  the  readinefs  of  the  following  regi- 
ments of  militia  to  go  to  Ireland. 

The  South  Devon,  the  Leicefterlhire,  the  Weft  SuBblk, 
the  Carnarvon,  the  Ifle  of  Weight,  the  Hereford,  the  Soudi 
Lincoln. 

Thefe  papers  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  One  Million  Exchequer  Bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  pafled ; 

As  alfo  the  Bill  for  explaining,  amending,  and  fettling  the 
duties  now  payable  upon  vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  aod 
all  oth^^r  materials  liable  to  the  Stamp  Duties ; 

As  alfo  the  Three  Million  Exchequer  Bills'  Bill. 

As  alfo  a  Bill  to  empower  his  Majcfty  to  ifliie  Exchequer 
Bills,  on  the  credit  of  the  probable  produce  of  the  new  du- 
.  ties  on  Imports,  Exports,  and  Tonnage. 

The  Taxed  Carts'  Bill  pafled  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day. 

On  reafding  the  order  of  the  day,  for  allowing  Rock  Salt 
to  be  refined  and  made  at  one  place  in  Scotland, 

Colonel  ChGlmondeley  oppofed  it,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  fflglfj ; 

aod 
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and  a  divifion  being  called  for,  there  appealed  only  18  Mem- 
bers in  thevHoufe ;  and  an  adjournment  took  place  of  courfe. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
MONDAY,  June  25. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
Lordlhips  had  agreed  to  the  Newfpaper  Bill,  the  Bill  for 
aboli(hing  certain  Places  in  the  Cuftoms,  the  Slave  Carrying 
Bill,  an<l  the  Bill  for  the  adminiflration  of  alfcts  in  certain 
cafes. 

SCOTCH    DISTILLERY. 

The  Scots  Diftillery  Bill  was  read  a  third  time;  and, 
en  the  motion,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  oppofe  it.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  a 
meafure  pregnant  with  many  dangerous  confequences.  It 
had  already  fpread  great  difcontent  throughout  almoft  all 
parts  of  Scotland ;  and  it  was  reprobated  not  only  as  vio- 
lating the  articles  of  the  Union,  but  even  the  very  faiih 
which  Government  had  pledged  to  that  country,  Thefe 
violaiions  he  inftanced  in  the  cafe  of  taking  the  afliiBe  on 
barley,  not  malted  ;  and  he  trufted  that  the  candour  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  intrdduced  the  Bill  would  incline 
him  to  permit  a  (hort  delay,  for  a  more  thorough  and  mature 
inveftigation  of  the  evil  effcAs  with  which  it  was  more  than 
probable  the  meafure  mud  be  attended.  It  was  therefore  his 
wi(h  that  it  (hould  be  deferred  till  next  Seflion. 

Mr.  5.  Douglas  fald,  that  both  he  himfelf  and  the  oth^r 
framers  of  the  Bill  had  paid  the  utmoft  attention  to  its  pro- 
vifions,  and  had  made  it  perfedly  palatable  to  thofe  who 
were  moft  deeply  concerned  in  its  ifTue ;  he  hadf  even  that 
day  converfed  wiih  them  on  the  matter,  without  having  heard 
any  objeAions  againft  it.  To  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman for  poftponingit  till  next  Seflion,  he  could  never  con- 
fent ;  for  the  mere  deferring  of  it  till  next  Seflion  would  be 
a  lofs  to  the  revenue  of  nearly  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
He  ftated  thefe  bis  objeSions  to  the  procrafli nation  of  the 
bill  in  the  hearing  of  Gentlemen  whofe  interefts  it  materially 
involved,  and  he  moft  willingly  left  it  to  them  to  decide  on 
the  degree  of  weight  due  to  the  arguments  he  had  advanced. 
The  bill,  moreover,  was  only  to  be  in  force  till  April  next, 
and  might  even  be  abrogated,  if  it  was  thought  expedient,  at 
|he  commepcement  of  next  Seflion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  merely  wiflied  for  time  to  call  in  and  to  hear 
5C  a  at 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TiJESDAT,  June  ok. 
Two  new  writs  were  ordered  to  be  iffued  for  members  to 
>     '      fcrve  in  Parliament ;  one  for  the  borough  of  Malron,  in  the 
room  of  W.  Baldwin,  Efq.  who  had  accepted  of  the  Chil- 
tern  Hundreds :  the  other  for  the  Borough  of  Haftings,  b 
the  room  of  Sir  James  Sanderfon,  deceafed. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Ttfj/^r  gavs  notice,  that  early  in  the  next  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament  he  (hould  move  for  the  repeal  of  the  laft 
Affeffcd  Taxes  Bill, 

The  report  of  the  Cavalry  Bill  was  taken  into  further  coq- 
fideration^  many  amendments  agreed  to,  the  report  was  re- 
ceived* the  bill  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed,  and  afterwards  read 
I  a  third  time  and  pafTed,  on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Secretary 

Dundas* 
I  General  Tarleton  expatiated  on  the  pernicious  mode  of  re- 

cruiting the  army,  which  had  obtained  for  feveral  years,  as 
'  Ipt^g  %o  indeed  as  the  time  of  the  Spanifli  andRufliao  anna* 

I  xpents.     It  had  been  reprobated  by  General  Burgoyne.  an 

officer  now  no  more,  but  whofe  fentimentson  thefobjediiQ 
I  man  could  treat  with  difrefped.     One  of  the  means  former- 

I  ly  ufed  was  to  pertpit  men  of  lar^e  fortunes  to  rat(c  rqgi- 

I  ments,  by  which  means  they  wer^  able  tq  ilep  over  the  bc»b 

I  of  veteran  officers,  but  that  mode  was  now  found  inefiFefloal, 

as  no  bounty  was  found  to  ht  a  fuiBcient  temptation,  and  the 
I  only  method  now  reforted  tq  was  in  the  way  of  Fencible  re- 

!;iments.     General  Tarleton  moved.  That  there  be  laid  be- 
pre  the  Houfc  returns  of  letters  of  fervice  for  raifing  corps 
I  in*Grcat  Britain,  both  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  fince  the  firft 

of  January,  17989  fpecifyingthe  time  and  Ijmitatpn  of  fpace 
I  of  fuch  ftrvice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  had  no  objectiop  to  granting  all  in- 
formation  in  his  power,  but  he  could  not  comply  in  this  cafe 
in  any  time  to  make  ufe  of  it  the  prefent  feffion. 

General  Tarleton  faid,  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  when 
the  Seflion  would  end,  and  he  was  in  hopes  of  having  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  the  fubject  forward  for  difcuffion.     He  , 
added.  He  underftood  there  were  fome  Fencible  corps  raifing 
in  Scotland,  about  which  he  wiSied  to  have  account, 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  he  was 
the  next  day  to  wait  on  his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
tt>  confult  on  the  propriety  of  accepting  thefe  offers,  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  where  men  could  be  r^ifed  to  ferve  in 

Europe 
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Europe  without  burthening  the  country  with  half-pAy  for  the 
officers,  it  was  a  beneficial  mcafure. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 
General  TarUt»n  then  moved^  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  returns  of  officers  and  men  in  corps,  as  they  have  been 
raifed  fince  the  fir(l  of  January,  a$  far  as  the  fame  can  be 
made  up. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  oppofed  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tiemey  aflced  the  Secretary  of  State,  whether  the  houle 
were  to  be  favoured  with  an  Indian  Budget  this  year  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid  they  had  had  one  Budget  already  ; 
but  owing  to  an  accident,  over  which  hex:ould  not  have  any 
controul,  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  bring  forward  another.  . 
I^This  we  underftood  to  allude  to  the  lofs  of  a  packet.] 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry  bill. 

General  Tarlton  afked,  how  many  they  we^c,  and  in  what 
part  of  the  kingdom  they  were  to  be  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  thought  this  a  queftion  which  he 
ought  not  to  anfwipr,  as  tending  to  difclofe  tliat  which  ought 
to  be  a  fccret  for  the  prefent. 

Th^  one  million  vote  of  credit  bill,  the  three  millions  Ex- 
chequer bills  bill,  jind.  other  bills,  were  read  a  third  time  and 
pafled. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  reported  at  the  Bar,  that  his  Majcfty 
had  been  waited  upon  with  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  relative 
to  the  fervice  of  the  militia  in  Ireland,  which  his  Maje/ly 
had  gracioufly  received. 

The  Taxed  Cart  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow,  if  then  engrofled. 

Mr.  Abbot  brought  up  three  reports,  with  appendixes,  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  to  be  printed.-^They  are  very  voluminous. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  Rock  Salt  bill, 

Mr.  fTigley  infifted  that  the  Houfe  be  counted,  and  there 
not  being  40  members  prefent,  an  adjournment  took  place 
of  courfe. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS: 
•Wednesday,  June  27. 
The  {landing  order  for  the  exclufion  of  ftrangers  was  again 
enforced. 

We  underftand,  however,  that 

The 


^Tltt  f#fl  of  Btfiprttft  moved  die  ^altoiirSag'AdBhtrs, 

which  was  feconded  by  the  Eari  oJF  SuflbOc* . 

That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  preicnredtOfhU  Majcfty*  to  flate  to  hkidz- 
jefty  the  humble  adtice  and  retjacft  of  ^|^HditiSr»  thzt  he  would  he  grad- 
oully  pIea(edio  take  into  his  Royal  oonfidenirion  the  c^amitoos  fate  of 
liU  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  that%facn  under  the  blefl^ij^  ef  iKTiiie  ftc 
▼Idence  the  Rehellion  now  eziftiqf  inthat  kingdom  teU  l^ive  boM^fatf. 
fed,  fuch  a  fyftem  of  conciHation  may  be  adopted  M  nay  Md  otoft  c&c- 
matty  and  moft  ^^eedtiy  to  JoAort  to  that  a0i£Ud  coimtiy  ihie  birffiagt  if 
ptfMe  aini  ^ood  gp)i|«rniiW9nt>-^  Atid  »)fi>  to  implore  Jiii  Mijitfj!,  in  the  ai^ 
^rt  1^  Iffebmdf  no  nn^loy  fuch  pwCffis  ^  may  <peCda*«lip  OMiMiMEof 
^;p«ipk,  «ad  ia&retotiiiaiilAe/pQcnaDcncc.cf  Ji.jiift aadtleBient  %AaB 
«f  ^orccaimttt. 

It  wasfuppoxtedlyy'the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Loid  Holland, 
tec. 

•'And  i^ffffhihf  Loid  AtodLfamd,  Lord  Greavilk^  thefii- 
Ib6^  of  Rochefter,  &c.    ~ 

The  flouie  them  divided. 

'  ^   ''.    <iitU9rts,  '     -        ^  -        •  18 

Not  Conunts^      -        -        -        >•     Jf- 

Mapfitjf     .    -    -     -     16 

Independent  of  Proxies. 

The  Dake  of  Bttford  then  inoved  the  fbUowing  Refglo- 
dpo: 

Rerolved»  That  this  Ifoufe  undexftanding  it  to  be  a  matter  of  publicjn* 
toritty  thtt  the  fyfiem  of  eq^rpion  bf •  been  enftife^  ia  Jidand . wit)  ^li. 
gout  Aiockiflg  to  hmnamty,  tOKLpanicularly  that  fqikMrgoa  and  fShv  nr- 
twret  hare,  been  Aopk^yed  for  ihe  purpofe^of  extorui^  coBfeffio^a*  a^mo^ 
tke  ]uft\y.beld  in  abhmtnce  in  giKryf>agtofjjbc(carHiyd)warH;4uatfcat 
««  bo*ii«s«ndhuiMittgaha«ebeeii  fet- to  to;  .a  iBode^'  pifriflawmt  t^ 
can  tend^aly  to  the  laoft  femifittMit  coafc^nencat^MI  rinr.flfldai>  «r aiv 
idlflD  t^giiUty,  b«t,  oiirt^ aemraiy»  on  *^  lapiUM,  ^Hbe  \ 
^hiUrtnof  thecrimbiab,  j)rbQi»  bin — rr  ftiinniimii  ihr  hufbmH  ^ 
ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  protcftVif;'*  it  of  opinion,  tfiit  a  __ 

ftop  fliould  be  put  to  pra£lic^  h  diigraccfal  to  the  Britifli  liattte^  anifttet 
oorbeft  hopes  of  reftonog^cnnaiienttranquilityfo  Irelan<l)^  d&ft  &iTt  U^  " 
a  change  of  fy  ftem»  as  far  a»  depends  on  the  Exeoitive  Gw^v^^^to^ 
tfaar  with  a  remoTslfrom  tbeti:  ftalions  of  thorepcrron&  by  wbQ&|K{«cejg^ 
Wra«ties*havcbaen  perpetrated,  and  with  "regard  to  wtoa  tlpfe  yflfttf 
fatple  of  Jrdand  can/fetl  no  f<mt«pus  but  tbofe  '^^^^"^^J^TT^^^m^ 

..-     -r..      i-j-ir    .-<Sr 
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On  a  (Uinfion  it  was  n^tfycd. 

Qmtnis         -       ,  -  i»^ 

NmQfitMs       *        *      44 

Mifforify,         -        27 

- 

^IST  OF  FBSRS  WHO  VOTED  FOR  THE  ADDRESS, 
ikikct  of  Norfolk*  Xaris-^BeiboTQitgis 

'Lcedf»  Tsiikcnriile» 

Bedford^  Thanet; 

Devonikirt }  Lonlt*^ThurliO«r, 

£arii«<-mtzwilltaiii>  HoHand, 

Shalteibutyt  King, 

Xhiford,  SayaodSekt 

Egnoiit,  Conyers, 

Albcnarle,  Yarborough. 

IrOrd  Thurlcw  went  aWay  after  the  firft  divifion;  and  Eark 
'Cholmondeky^  Chamberlain  to  the  Prince  of  Wale8>  voted 
with  the  Minority  on  the  fecond  divifion,  not  being  prefent 
at  the  firfl.  JLords  Stawell^  Scarborough^  and  Tarborougb^  alfo 
"voted  with  the  Minority  on  the  fecond  divifion. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  27. 

Mr.  Roft  moved  for  the  ufual  orders  preparatory  to  the 
conclufion  of  the  feflSorrs,  fuch  as  printing  the  Journals,  &c. 
ice-  which  were  all  ordered  of  courfe. 

General  IVtdfoU  fa^id,  if  gentlemen  perfified  in  making 
itiefe  infiamnatory  motions,  it  would  foon  be  neceilary  to  clear 
the  gallery ! 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  he  was  about  to  move  for  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  the  object  of  which  was  to  allow  to  the  Clerk  A(^ 
iiftast  of  that  Houte  the  fame  (alary  and  emoluments  as  his 
predtceflbr  enjoyed  \  thofe  who  had  attended^to  the  bufintfs 
of  the  Houfe  muft  feel  it  was  highly  deferved  by  the  learned 
Oentlei^ao  wIr)  now  filled  that  office.  He  thempre  moved, 
**  That  an  hutbble  Addrefs  be  prcfented  to  hu  Majefty,  pray- 
*^  iof  that  he  will  be  graciouQy  pleafed  to  make  fuch  an  al** 
**  lowaace  as  he  may  think  neceflary  to  JeremUh  Ojfon, 
**  1£,%  Clerk  AffiAant  of  the  Houfe,  fcc."— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Roft  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  give  the  Houfe  any  fur- 
ther trouble  this  feiEon  in  the  bill  for  allowing  Rock  Sate  to 
be  tnade  in  Scotland.  The  fubjeA  (hould  be  taken  up  next 
felEoQ,  when  there  would*  be  time  to  difcufii  it  fully. 

Vol.  II.  1797  iT  ^D  Mr- 
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Mr./fe/^«brpughtUR,4»^tff^ 
confent  of  the  fQlIowing  rcgtoLcnts  to  JjpAo  Ire^od.  T^Tht 
BedforcMhirc,  the  Wijft  Yotk/ilwiJlKijirjp^  tli«Mefi«i. 
eth,  and  the  Mootgomery.-^-Orderfid  tb  he  bid  on  die  fiMe, 
and  to  be  printed,  together  witii  oth^rexffad^  tf  the  fame 
kind  laid  before  the  Houfe  already. 

TheTaX^d  Cart  bill  was  read  a  thirdiioBe  m^fitSuL 

Adjourned.    . 

.^The  following  Proteft  was  entered  by  th^^  Ntrfde  Peers  who 
.who  have  figncdit^  on  therejeStoaofthe  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford's  Motion,  expreffing  abhorrenpe  of  the  Iiifli  Syflem 
■    of  Coercion: — 

^  DISSENTIENT, 
Becaufe  the  Houfe  baving  thought  fit  to  rejef^  the.i 
fpe^ing  the  calamitous  fitoat  ion  oflreland,  wkick  ba.y<  been 
to  their  conGdemtion,  in  the  fivfi  ii)(laoce  for  enquiry- -in  the  iccaa4fi>r 
Imity  and  conciliation-— and  the  Izk'for  potting  an  ioomcdiatc  A^  at  lot 
16  therigorods  proceadlngt  of  the  Army  in  Irelw,  whtmundortheaipeaf 
a  iyftem  of  9Qercion  ^e  have  reafon  to  fear  that  atcof  ious  ccud^cktiiavebeei 
Y>ra^i/e<^  we  tliink  it  our  duty  to  record  the  natitreof  tbtef  nfme  o«  iihicfc 
We  have  proceeded^  and  on  which  our  convi£Uon  of  tl)e  truth  of  the  hJBU'm 
founded,  and  on  that  evident  to  appeal  lo  our  own  juftificatiQB  4««v 
country,  to  the  world,  :knd  topoftecity.  We  affirm,,  l^ttbefafiaav»Mi- 
dilputed;  that  the  evidence  of  them  is  irreiiftiiiie,  and  Jthitt  the  «l&de  ft^ 
duced  by  this  barbarous  fyftemy  convifl  the  authors' and  ai4vifera  of  hik* 
total  want  of  wifdom',  even  for  their  own  pretended  y^potts^  asoiaoAly 
be  exceeded  by  the  fhocking  cruelty  of  ,the  pripc|pks  mww^  ai«i«Ct^ 
pra6^ice  recommended  by  them :  We  ihal]  itate  mr^.ttf tpp  jJimiinfii  rt 
refer  to  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  hare  appealed,  fj^  €tfda  tm  Agm 
that  this  fyften^of  coercion  has  not  been  haAtly  reToftedtooir.t^^^ 


an  inHantneccflity,  butthat  itwas  delibeiratelyrefpLfcdiOii       _ 

could  b«^juiUfied.or  palliated  by  any  Qf  jt|ie  prcUKM^  9^  .c#i^.pliq||ftaie 

fince  been  afligned  in  defence  of  it*  ,  '-.  .  -.-.x' 

•  Hie  excellency  further  author ifes  you  to  employ  force,  ani^  any  per- 
ions  aRembled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorifed  lotq  be^  anat6  difpM  all 
tumultuottf  aflemblies  of  perfpns,  though  thw  may  noorb^.4o  anne,  i^iib. 
out  waiting  for  the  iaD6lion  and  ^(nftarc<;.9rihc.  Civil  AuihoritT,  ifia 
your  opinion  ih«  peace  of  the  realm  and  the  fafety  of  iui^.^i|)'«ft||lX^VM 
fubje^U  may  be  endangered  by  Raiting  foi;  fuch  autWkjf-.^  .,  ..-t^j  . 
(Signed)  .    THOMni  ifajtiiiiHiVJ 

On  the  e^th  of  February^  1798,  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcrumiiydectotoi  ASM^ 
lie  orders  tbae  *  the  irey  difgraceiul  ir^qtwacyeif  Cdtate^Mii rirt/dlMil nlie> 
■Minf'coinpliMntfof  irregu}ericies.in  the  nomhi^of  ihe  ^iiiepfc  inks^jfwkHmg^ 
dom,  bed  too  unf^ttuikateljiprored.theei'arf  ta  ht^  n  JfmtM0f  idiemigf^ 
tififif  wbicb  muft  %va^t  it  fannsdablts  id  cvexy  one  biicebeVncmrw^**  j:  • 

On  Uie  1 8eh  of  April,  x^8,  thp  ibUoviing  order' wM  itf^di  «y  MUtor 
Genere).Du0)r         '  .  i*   '  - »     ,     •  '.  .f 

;..<  Tji<  Comttiandrr  in Civefgifte-tbir public no^t^tlntt thtJJefidr&ipD- 


«e«ant  sind'Cotincit  have  tflued  drieri  tofkim  to  quarter  troqpty  to  prcib 
horfl»'an4earritge»|  t^  deniand  iem^t  arid  pr^vilionSy  andro  noldtodrtii* 
martial  fortbetnal  •foffefiltees <»f'ali defeHpfMn^)  civil xudftniiltapyi  #ftli 
tlte  power  of  coofiriaing  and-oarrytilg  into  eaccotioR  tlit<  fvotencet  of  all 
luch  courts^martia),  and  to  iffue  proclttmationt. 

*  The  Commander  in  Chief  calls  on  the  General  efficcn  to  procure  of 
the  coagiRraiev  the  beft  account*  they  can  eive  of  the  number  Of  arttli 
taken  from  the  Yeomanrv  and  the  welUaffie^ed»  of  arms  thath^ve^bjcen 

'  ccmcealedj  and, of  pikes  that  have  been  niade^  which  are'  to  be  recovered 
and  taken  pofleition  of  by  the  military. 

*  They  are  atlb <o  eomtaonicate to  the pttjjilc through  theFrteftt,  ahdby 
one  or  two  roen'|rla£ltd  from  evb  townJand,  Utt  porpoi  t  of  the  fbllMrk)^ 
noticet  .  /  .... 

*  That  the  order,  ~if  cbiYiptied  with^  will  lie  a  iign  of  their  geiptial  ft^ 
pentancif  j  and  not  only  forslvenefs  will  follow,  bnt  protefillon. 

«  That  they  miift'lie  ftnfiblethat  it  Is  infinitely  better  for.thim  -to  Mv 
main  at  home,  quietly  minding  their  own  affairs,  ih^n  c(miititt|in^ i£tf 
'which  mnft  brin^on  the  ruin  of  them  felres  and  of  their  famUieiJ,     ;    '     • 

«  As  it  will  be  impofRble  in  fome  degree  to  prevent  the  Iftnpdtijt  froifc 
(\l!f<Miig  With  the  GuiKy,  the  Innocent  haVc  medns  of  i-cdrefs  by  ihfornfv 
l4igagtMt!^ei?eho  hiiveeniraged  in  Unlawful  aflociationsj  and  of  ro^  ^ 
bing  hoofes  of  arms  and  money. 

-«  Thej>ebo!emaft  be  very  ignorant  not  to  kilOW  that,  notwithftandlng 
the  hh  pronlrtes  of  the  French,  that  they  have  firft  deceived^  atid  th<li 
^^hihllered  iVcrj<  coaritry  into  which  they  have  come.  And  they  arc  there- 
fore fo'ncwamed,  (hat,  in  cafe  of  invafion  from  the  French,  if  they  (houU 
atteitipt  fojoinf'**  cnefny,  or  <fomftiumcrafe  with  him.  Or  join  in  aity  infur- 
re£lioh,  -fhey  will  be  iftimdiattly  put  to  death,  and  their  houlea  and  plr<|. 
•^jwfl^dHlttiyedv 

*  The  General  ORcers  ca?I  on  the  people  to  know  why  they  ihould  be 
fcfs  atfaehed  to  thfc  Government  now,  thin  they  were  a  year  ago,  when  th^ 

fliewta-fbiTiUth  loyal^jr  In  affiftfusrhis  M:ije(iy*s  troop*  to  ojipofe  the  hn^ 
iifg^  of  tht  Prertcb  f  l»  it  Hot  becaufe  they  have  been  feduced  by  wicked  nfen  ? 
'  ''VThyiHodld  (hey  think  themfeSves  bound  by  oaths  into  which  they 
ha¥e  befcnftdoced  Orterrffied  ?  ^ 

•  «^l^epeof le  are  reqtwfttd  fo  briilg  In  their  amis  to  the  M^^ftrat^s  or 
Commanding  Officers  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  have  dire£lions  to  re- 
fci^  tlieni»  and  jao  queitions  wi41  fate  aiked. 

(8%neaj        .    '  '     <  James btJFF^  MaJ.-Geft.' 

Kin  the  ifih  of  May,  1*7 9S,  the  following  Orders  v^ere  Iflliecl  by  Lied- 

tenant- Gcnei-al  Sir  James  Stcwi^rd  ;  ■ 
-*  Whereas  it  lias  been  reprcfeoied  to  LieUtenint-tSerteral  $Tr  James 
gtcward,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  count fy  where  irhas  been  n^ceflary  to 
ftatfbn  troops  at  free  quarter^  for  the  reftoi'atibn  of  public  tranquiKly,  that 
getMfai  Cubfcriptioiis  of  money  hat 0  B^eft  entcj*ed  into  by  the  itibabitants 
ao  purchalfi  provifiooa  for  the  troops^  by  wM^b'theans  the  ^'ptopoftd^ 
of  maikinerthe  btinhen  fall  as  oi^cb  a<  poHibie  on  the  guilty,  It  entirety de^ 
fcatodt  by  mktfijg  it  laUln  a  Hght  ptoportien  on  the  whole,  and  thereby 
caUng  and  pnotefUhg  ihi;  guilty.  It  has  been  thought  proper  to  dire£^,  that 
wl^oficver  |!hat.pra£Ucc  has  been  adopted,  or:lhall^  be  attempted,  the  Gene- 
ral Ofllccrs,  commanding  Divi (ions  of  thi  Southern  Diftrict,  ih8dr>imitW(fi- 
atcly  doubl«!j  ifebie,  or  quadruple, the  nusTrh^  of  fiildtera  fo  ft^tiafted,  ai^ 
Si:vUftAd<JUC  regular  foraging  parties  to  provide  provilions  for  the  troops, 

s'On,  io 


r 


1^ tbtrflv/Mptilict  inenHQnedivte  frnnar  notice.  ^?m <>«? <H*7**^ *^ 

oT  Apni,  ^l9h  1^  that  tbeyffidfifiH^I^ 

Diftria  pr ^arbiif ,  oniil  ail  ftrmi  i4  MWeri^aJKraoit  vnnf^ii^  ^l|Br- 

fsaty  tt^eS^'Ud^ntkl  ioUnptrBriftoi4i%^Q^|h^l,9§j|^^ 

tlemea  boldine  Landed  Tr^nnvu  tad, thofk  jvho  ab-cfiu>k>ye^  itf  ttflp^ 

aft completdy  paid  ttp.  ..    ^,^         .  ^ 

On  the  xukof  jupe^  17V9W  ^^aM  <^^,ifci^  NdgeMy^  dlfar.  teUivMft 
C«t9iii. ofivf s.und terms.. to  IKf  IntStgtntL  proceedi  tp>^lal«  STIhe^ 

iL  )f  MvWM(rmi^..bel)QTes  >)1  flu^  Well  ilffca^  tlMmr  whi»'«s«  mv 
ynii^^.tfierf^ij^  conftVa^it^V  ^'W|^o  it  it  ktiovNi  tanxcnBr 

',^4pa^pi3^o£.t)ic^oni|iber^»  to  ^erttheihrel^M  W  hatiai^Yhc&tti^^ 
^^B(i9«j|9rit(^r^  {t  is  the  oi^lj  opportunity^ there  wRl  b^  of  «dciiiiigs' 
b V^f^^tia  from  ihe  indiicriitilnaie  vck)gesii^df9ist«0^f-i 


fi^i^F  !i?t  I»fc 'u^n  them/  '^    - 

}.  ^vt,^aj(4b<c)ocvroent  which  appears  to  us  tfaeteHtepMrGttito^jtf, 
an4  to.^4^  ,ii«e<amc%  inVite  ilia  prefs  the.atteifti^-«C4lietMoiiA^tta 
public  or^Jier  iQved  about  the  middle  of^lie  predfnt  HBorttk  «f  jiisak  tvA 
A  tha/9li«virixi|r  wordsi  '    - '      -^c/.j.- •.  ^.  ,j  .^^ 

-  f  Major  Oeuentl  Morrlfon  ^e<fuenii  that  'O'Scers'eo^iiMaditar  oac|»  inU 
f  iv^  the  Itricleft  ordert.topierent  rettia|r  ftrt  to  hoalH  otf^toUdiiipMrfviiT 
.  kind,  a  mode  of  poni(bment  that  cahlt&d  oill^'  to  the  molt  |n;^nw  nwia  im 
fequencci,  and  that  feldom  or  evir  f^ihon  theguihyv  iMt^Mtdw-ceMBi^v 
.onihc  bmdlmd*  the  wife  mi  qhilih^en  (iftfae  criminals^  «p4io>  "^^m^mtia^ 
.quitDUf  thcbuibaiid  or  father^  oi^hc  always  to  be  fpafcdafti  prolifii^ 

<  And  he  has  Itkewife  received  oHers  frdm  LieuteliaAc  Oacnil^^ 

.  ,that,frer-quarier«  are  no  Icnger  to  "be'  tjemtitttfd,  ntitbcr  ant  fatagiiyf^ 

ties  to  be  allowed  to  go  out^ ,  unlHs  umfer  the  cilv^  totoftccTs  «H»  aaM 

Jbe  fefppniihU  for^evtry  a$,  Tn  o^^t'tlmt  the  frMds  ^  Oti9€aummtt;Mtt 

.bflpkis^n^  infirm,  may  not  l>e  invhlired  in  one  indtferiniinatt  mifs  rf  d^- 

^^nj^onyifith^herebcnicvRan^  ill/di'i>ofed.*  

•  . '  1^h&pi)9ihibitioii.comauivd  ip  this  order,  ^ik  xnd JittmaUt  aait  Ji^  is 

equivalent  toahiftory  of  all  t^<i  M»r>%le  tranfafiiditaJt'^tfOttdOT  ta^rand 

,  C;#abii()i^  t}M  truth  of  tbps^  bv  evide9ce»  which  cannot  be  difpotod  o^^- 

i  pcfied,.  and  alfo  confirm^jii  the  ffrffliyft  teririr,  and  bty ttfc'yiftftBblffjirorf 

, ^nve^ iapm .pca£Ucc  and  exp^ic^nceV 'tirat  ftfch  a inod^'ot  pwniflBfcsni  pi* 

,  .^mor^erfaltiOKthegmttjf  hui  M*vbom4x'aiid{biUf^;'  ^hr^mfk  mj- 

'nAj:yj  U  be  /pared  and  froul^'id^^iiA  ihat  its  pnn<1tHc»  Mr^  it«J«Hn. 

^inn  aj|^^ect«,.i$  ^iniioheth'efiU'f^itfG^irMmmi  $ki ii4Ah\mith 

'  infrm^  jnojffffiMfcrimktiie j^aA ^fMtuQm*OihU ^  fHitHmmm^HUf' 

•  .....  .;,,' HOLLAND.  -  ''hn^ 

^..-..'.v.M. ;/«':.  ■,  ,.r>  'ALliiMARL*l^  '•"'•  --'^  .^ 

:    V* '"'   "'''''    "I'HANETi    '••  "•    i    i-'^^^'.'V'^r.A 

The 


The^U<mk^'i?r0tcft  Hm  Wn  entered  on  the  J<mma)s>>f 
the  Houfe  of  Lorib  by  the  Earl  of  OxpctD,  in  confe-f 
quence  offheVeJedion  df  the  Motion  <nade  on  Wedx^4 
<l5iywgfi|jr^tiycU)  Ireland  r^--  '  . 

BISSEIITIENT,  Ijjf^ 

1.  Becaufc  I  wat  (hoiked  riiafan  Ad<lrcf*  to  Hie  King^  itMi  .£»  M 
9L  lubjcA  fts  thcTHTfcnt  ^jf^t  9f  Xrtl4fi^»  ihould  ha^e  bctn  rejedcd,  wirht^' 
one  (inrle  CylMU  being  (aid  by  the  Kmg*t  Miniflrrr  opoti  the  I'uljiiea.  ** 

s.  BMufet  I.Jg^baok.,i»iUi  pride  to  that  )iw  Whieb  our  aneefton  oIh  w 
t^ni^l,  which  fayci  <<  I^o  free  xnao  ihall  be  taken,  oj  hnprifooedy  joj^AA-  ^ 
ieiaed  of  his  freehold,  or  libertief,  or  free  cufto/ni^y  or  bo  ohfllvted,  lirev^ 
ilttd^oran^F  otherwife  dcOroyed^Nor  will  we  not  paft  "Apon  Hilto,  Yiolr 
condemD  httn,  hut  by  Uwfgi^vdgfnept  of  his  Peers,  or  br  the  law  lif  ffifc 
land.  We  wiU  ieH  to  i(o  Jiuui).  We  wU)  not  dfjiy  or  d^  to  any  nmh 
dtbcr  juftke  or  right,^  And  ^ecaufe  1  agree  with  the  cbfnfnenBH^  df  (hat 
great  lawyer,  Sir  Edward  Coke  uport  this  cbptcrof  Magfnir€»tarftf, 
whcrtin  he laysb  «  lit^.m^ndtfroytdi^^  thii  ii,  fore  jtidged^oRtfc'drliMb* 
<Hfliiritad9.oi»  put:  t<>  .torture  or  death. — ^Aild  becaiife,  I  to  ink;  thiit  ttfk^^ 

ficket,  and  half,  hang  any  ot  our  fellow-fubjefV^,  in  order  to  eltiot^  ^cfahi^ 
on,  it-^^  0'f9Jit0ig  |0  toriurf,^^  and  therefore,  not  onfy  oidtrsjgfeTitrii  tb'htf* 
'  ^anity^  lluiiHfQ^liy  again  ft  Magna  Charts,  the  great  cofne/ftlMie'iol^our 
l«aws  80iflXtbfrK>t«  And  whoever  have  dared  to  put  to  torttiAre  any'of 
our  fellow.fubje^s  in  Ireland,  or  ellewltere,  have  violated  the  gt^  Chari- 
er, kfgro  betiny^.the^r  country,  and  ought  fpeedily  to  be  brcmghf  to  con- 
di^.puntihinf9i9i»  for  Mv^e  iht^r  trearonable  pra£\ices.  And  whoever  hare 
^hvcdbopenliy  aid  publicly  to  juftTFy  torture,  'upon  the  groand  of  pbttcir, 
defatvftiibtsiiiiiie.execi-ations  from  their  countrymen  a:s  haye  befcn  ufusjHy . 
given  9a  the  .cr|N(i left  i  p quifitors  of  K opic. 

3,  Boca|u(e^«rhcneverQ\ir,  brethren,  and  filtow-fublefts  in  Irelind,  or 
alfewbeie^'ft|-C)Augged»  picketed,  half-Kung^,  and  otherv^hfe  tdrtuiied, 'In 
odder l^fiiftoft.c9i;»^YfCon^  I  bold  it  to  be  the  boundi'rt  dtity  ofeft^t  man,. 
ia  bit  diflfaRitei^aiioQ,.  taufe  all  the  }eg^  means  in  his  power  todccUi^  bit 
abhofitnoaofx&chdiaM^al  ai^  cyrj^ohlcal'meafores. 
•  4.  Becauiff  l.boJU^  that  yvben  ^n  IrijhmAn  is  tokiired,'  an  '^ogtrihm^n 
h  tortured ;  for  the  fame  roen,  vf}io  in  violation  of  the  faws  of  their  cotm- 
try,  tand  of ;flvery'diift«te  of  hiimbnjty"^  dare  to  put  Ii'tfhniert'  to  tortttre^' 
^iiiiwtbflfilliit(^.wl|<a  they  thiak  it  e^j^dieiit,  tor  put  Engiilbhteli  ^  tor« 
'tsireako*  '    ,:  •    /   ....•_-•.•    ■■.\.\  ."*    .  .,. 
•-  .i5wrfieeaiifr  itls,a  inoraltruthtnai  cannot  Sc'denfed',  that  If  men'  btve 
been  .drihea.by.  iUgging  and  b^  fortunes,  cohcrary  to  all  law  and  teafon 
intio^oMil  rsUiiaACjr*  the  .giiilt. and. jconff quinces  of  that  reffftahce  are  im- 
^pvsable  tOTtbol^  ufho.tiog^anii  torture  coWary  ro  all  h#  and  r^lbn,  and 
•  ^  •  aarto  iMk  wio  arc  ij^uhy  dri vep  t^.  ire/}rtinct.  •       '    ' 

.  ..^fc  'BetM^  10^.  fl^.  and  torture  mqf\  into  open  fcfillince,  for  the  fake  of 
employing  a  power  in  tiie  hands  ofthbflr  who  flog  arid  tortiTrei'to  cruih 
that  refilbnce,  and  thereby  to  make  tl^mfelves  more  fccure,  is  notcvf^  ^ 
^^S^MMf^tcpidtjfTif^nAyfins^  iiyf,  reafon,  juftice,  humanity,  and  oa« 
ture,  cry  aloud  i  but  whif  h  the  ex^r^nce  of  ail  time  teaches  us  will  nevei: 
^jifwer.  *        />  ""p. 

7.  Becaufe  the  hiftory  of  the  world  tells  us  that  it«  no  fmall  matter 
which  provokes  a  people  to  thr^  oflTthrir  allegiance :  and  thai  when  they 
bave  thrown  off  their  allegjaxKtv  a^cntion  to  tbdr  juA  demands,  and  prow 
:*     *      '  tection 


ic' 


teftion  In  th^cnwrmcnt  of  their  rights,  liberties,,  and propeitics,  ase  tkc 


>•  ^Becwfe  I  '^mk  Ac  ^et  call  fo^ad<9c^9tio|l  of  tbefe  priKiiJts. 
and  tlMt  to  aa  iip«i  ttpij^k  Itbf  jniy  mttt^  ofliMii;^  the  preiat  dii^. 
'-n:s,  ud  preventing  the  ipeedy  ruin  of  our  country. 

4    :«©ySE< OF  LORDS.' 

.  THE  SCOtV  OISTltLrltJtfRHM^M&S;.!: 

'^'Xftcr'tliclrillfiupon  the  tabic  had  been  forwarcG^mtfielr* 
f«&^aivc  Ofgfi^f^  ^  Houfc  rscfolv^  Imo  a  Coannittec  ob 
fH!6  biVH  Lord  /^^7^^«M  in  the  chair. 

'  furfu^nt  to  a  previous  order  of  tJteir  LaWflUfts.  Cbunfel 
were  heard  in  behalf  pf  the  petkioner$  a^aYbft*  the  h}iA. 

After  ihe  Cotinfel  had  withdr^wo^.a  <;oavcirfaiioii  of  fomc 
length  cnfucd  relative  to  the  meafure,  betvrcen  the  Ditkeidf 
£iif<^rd^  Lori'Hnlfana,  and  Earf  of  mrton^  ahd  the  1^4 
Ch^m^iur.  the  tviro  fonrter  Peers  ojppofmg  th^  biIL'^;|>je  B|(h, 
viCtms^  rile  feiH  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  C^^mma^ 
and  the  Honfe  refatntd;  tnd  the  report  \n%  brdcr»t  talw 
lecBivcd  the  next  day.  *   "  "    "^^'v 

Tlie  Royal  Aflent    was  then  given  \j  commtlfcii^  ^f^ 
twenty-three  public  and  private  bills. — Among  lAe  fw^crvi 
were  the  Ncwfpaper  bill,  the  ^Office  Regulation,  tfce^^^ 
caftcr  SeflTions,  Salt  Excife^  Transfer,  and  the  AHeq  *^KgU 
alfo  fueli  of  the  tax  bills  as  have  pa{ted  both.  Houfc^^J|S  • 
li^ords  Comtniflioners  on  this  occaA^n  were^^the,  t^rdC^m^^ 
eellarp  the  Duke  of  Portland ^  and  the  Earl  of  V^efl^^    •  ^    " 

Ceftata.  Annual  Accounts'ffotn' "the  Conimt£^y[^.o( 

VefttBinftef  Bridge^  were  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

-  Their  Lordlhips  then  ad|Qmrned  till  the  ^ckt^ds^i'^beil 

^y  are  fummoncd  to  attend  in  their  rGd|>eS|.  * ;  ...'i*\>-.^  i  ^ 

, '  ^  •    :^  u  ^.  t^  .' 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  '"*  ^"  "  '■•*"^* 
Thursday,  5^w28j  i;   •- :3v.t '*.i>;uaB> 
WeftminRer  Bridge  Annual  Accpu^tfprefl^j^^^;^!^^ 
toHe-omhe  table.   .         ...•      ,     .     '  .  ,-:  ;.;it -».ii  ^l.  san^hc*:- 
'  Xf»c  ^eaktr^  accopipanied  ^  Several ^TNievtt^lv;^ 
the  Houie  of  Peers,  when  the  Ro^al  Aflfefift^B 
was  given-  to  the  Export  and  Imporj  )iil,|^p 
htik^  andferreiral  privaie  bills.    Adjourned* 


HOUSK 
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.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FniBAY,  ysme  ^ijf* 

The  biUs'upon  tbetaUe,  fix  in  number,  were  read  a  tfiM 
time,  five  of  thefe  were  paflcd  ;  but  on  the  queftioii  for  paf— 
iing  the  lad,  the  Scots'  Piftiliei[ies  bill,  belftg  {Hit, 

The  Duke  of  BeS'ord  role  to  oppofe  ir«--he  fiaied  bi^diA- 
approbation  of  the  bill  at  fome  length,  and  concluded  bf  • 
avowing  his  detef Mmrtioh  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  ptt 
the  meafure. 

A  difcuflion  accordingly,  took  pbce»  when  the^  appfsared^* 
Contents         .  5  j     himtitntifitt.  .;   t 

The  bill  was  then  paflcd,  and  a  meflage  was  (ent  to  ei^*^ 
quaint  th(?  Haufp  of  C00U110Q8  therewhh« 

PROkOtJATIO^I  O?  PARtlAMENT.     :  ;!        * 

His  Majefty  did  not  reach  the  Houfe  of  Lords  till  lialf  paft 
three  o'clock.  He  was  attended  by  Lprds  Chflerfield^tAiiS^ 
of  the  Horfe,  and  Sydney ^  who  bore  the  Cap  of  Majntenanoc, 
and  (food  at  the  right  hand  fide  of  the  Throne,  and  by  LonI 
M^ntm^  bcaVing  the  Sword  of  State ;  and  Lord  Gwydtt\  who 
flood  on  his  Majefty's  left  hand.  The  Prnce  vffFahi  tvaaodt 
prefent,  but  there  were  all  the  other  male  branches  of  the- 
Royal  Famiiyi  the  Stadtbolder^  E^l  Camden^  and  moft  of  the 
Peers  in  office.  , 

His  Majejly  b^ing  feated  on  the  Throne,  the  Comoions 
were  fent  toj;,  add  having  attended  accordingly,  X^Speahar^ 
00  prefentlng  the  Bill  of  Supply,^  addrefled  his  Mt^fiy  VBk  a 
rpeech,  dctltFc'red  with  great  eloqtience  and  dignity,  as  fel* 
lows  :-— 

'*  Your  faithful 'CoMIiot)»  bumbly  attend  ytnir  Maisstx  with  the 
bilU  which  clofe  the  fupply  tor  the  fM'm  fiiwce  of  the  year. 

**  In  providing  for  thr  efR^^i^  profef  utlonof  the  eontcft  in  which  thit 
cpunoy  i»  cngajied,  your  Comaaons  have  been  a^uaied  by  tbeconri^ion 
that  no  alternative  remained^  add  (hatrit  «a<i  only  from  the  extrapidioary 
eftbrtft  whick  the  criils  demanded^  th^t'the„i9tan»  coul^  he  d«ri)r«i.c^ 
mawttfft&i^-che  libttour  of  your  Maje(^y*s  Crown,  and  the  fecuritv  iaa4in/«. 
dependence  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  Confiderahons  of  temporary  coavmK' 
ence  }u^>f^c^'9)|^  4|iven  way  to  th»  ^i^gentduty  of  combiniug  the 


wE  your  Coimnont  htvc  been  dniftiniiy  tipiitad  |  Mid  tbcy  luiwt  mmm4 
*  wich  pride  and  fatislaftion,  tbit  mt  umxaniDlcd  fiiciificc«i  whidi  tlirter 
•f  public  aiFairt  appeared  to  them  indifpetiflbtjr  to  re^uitfVy  Wfe  htm  ac- 
contpanied  by  fucn  demonftratioas  of  loyalty  and  aeai  from  all  cktta  tf 
Ibeir  fellow  fubje^li,  by  voluntary  cxenioat  df  every  delcHpdMIt  ^  Mk  ao 
ffnount  and  extent^  at  to  aflfbrd  the  bcil  conlnnent  )on  the  bafifes;  astf  ite 
ttoft  deciiive  anfwer  to  the  mifrepivibitations  opon  which  tlie  e^EOiy  oMtf 
tive  founded  the  vahi  and  prefom^tuoiit  ptx>ieA  of  deflrotllig  the  cofrina'- 
cial  piofperity,  the  maritime  greatneft,  and  libeftka  of  thele  kii%daim. 

<'  Yoor  Commont,  Sire^  are  erttHied  by  the  perfoafioa  that  thdr 
ynaceadingt  have  been  in  all  reipeSt  llriftly  confermaiblc  to  the  ioterdi 
ipd-the  fcntinienu  of  a  free  and  mcell^ent  pcopk^  who  coAfidcf  do  dfoti 
#00  gif at  which  aoay  be  neceflary  to  fruftrate  the  defigns,  and  rqtd  (he 
MempCa  of  the  enqpy  i  and  to  preietve  that  Cooftitutkm.  which  dbty 
|m»«v  to.be  the  guardian  of  all  that  it  mdft  dear  and  valuable  to  thck. 
Mvnti  aad  tfaa  heft  inhentanct  thne  can  be  trapfipittcd  to  thdr  deiccaai. 


The  5/i«ler  then  requefted  the  Rb]ral  Aflent  to  the  fbllaw- 
ing  btUs,  which  was  grmated,  viz.  the  Scotch  DiftiUery  bill, 
the  Exchequer  bills,  the  Provlfional  Cavalry  btU^  the  Vote 
<^  Credit  and  the  Taxed  Cart  bills. 

His  Majefty  then  delivered  the  following  moft  grackms 
Speech  from  tlie  Thmne : 

•*  My  L9rds  and  GendtttKnt 
'  **  Bv  the  meafvrat  adopted  dorin^r  the  prefent  Sefion,  you  bavc  amptf 
fulfilled  the  foienin  and  unaflimoos  afTurancet  which  I  received  6«»  jm 
at  Its  commencement. 

**  The  example  of  your  firmnefs  and  con((ancy  hat  been  apptasdad  and 
followed  by  my  fubjefls  in  every  rank  and  copdition  of  life. 

**  A  fpirit  of  voluntary  and  ardent  exertiout  diifuled  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  has  (^rcngthened  and  confirmed  our  interoal  ItcurUv; 
the  fame  fentiments  have  contintied  to  animate  my  troops  of  every  de£bnp- 
tion  1^  and  my  fleets  have  met  the  roenacta  of  Invaiioni  by  blocking  op  oar 
enemies  in  all  their  principal  ports,' 

•f  GeatUmimftbeHoufiofComffionSf 

**  The  extenfive  and  equiiable  fcheroe  of Contrlbulton^by  ivhkh  <b  hrgt 
a  proportion  of  our  ex}>ences  will  be  defrayed  within  the  year,>iaA  dcCntoi 
the  expeAation  of  thole  who  had  vainly  .hoped  to  cxhauA  our  means  and  to 
dcftroy  our  Public  Credit. 

**  You  have  been  enabled  to  avail  yourfelvet  of  ^the?  refoiircva,.fraa 
a  commerce  increared  in  extent  and  vigour,  ttotwithftanding  rhlfc*iifftctthin 
of  war  {  and  have  had  the  (tngular  fattsfaAionofdm^tai^t  *t  iftie  fiine  now 
nent,  larp  additional  aid  from  individual  excniona  ntimrHMnilwl  mj^ 
liberality,  and  patriotifra. 

'*  The  provifion  which  his  been  made  for  the  t^emptlon  ef  ^Ltod 
Tax,  hat  alfo  cl^abliilied  a  fyftem  which,  in  its  pDi  r /fllveoperatioo,  «rv 
produce  the  happieft  confequences,  by  the  inciraie  of  our  refourcea»  the  di« 
9itailti#ft  of  our  d^t,  and  the  fupjrort  of  public  ciikiftt* 


,  «<  THe  :<ie£giu  of  the,  difitfe^led^  carried  on  m  oincprt  with  .o^ir  ipr 
vt|f||tjtcpcf)i||$9  h^y&becnunrcJiiUtiQ^iy  piir<Liai,  bnc  have  S-en  happily 
SM^d  efitfti]a)ly.  couptqa^cd.  in  this  kinudorxiy  by  the  ^cmul  z£:al  ^p^ 
loyalty  ^  loy,  fj^bje^s. 

*<  Id  tfekfiit,  Uiey  have  broken  out.  Into  the  moft  ci  iminol  .ads  *of 
epen  rtbelliop.  Every  tfforf  ha«  btci>  employed  en  ipy  part,  tCL^bJqp 
this  daftgerous  fj>li  it,  wnich  rtcqualty  Ikoftile  to  the  i  rerei*  and  lUfety  of 
every  pait  or  the  Britft  empire.  I  cannot  too  ftrongly  com'ifmd'the  ub- 
Ihaken  fidelity  and'  valour  df  my'jre^irltr,  ffncibhe,  and  irfilMia  fortei  In 
Ireland,  and  that  de'ermineil  fpii^  with  which  my  yeomanry  and  volaiu 
tecr  forces  of  that  kinsrdom  haveftobd  forward  »ij  defence  of  th^  hves  aAd 
properties  of  tlicir  fellow  fahftr^«,  slnd~in  tupp^rt  of  thel  t  ^ful  governmetflp 
•<  The  ftrlkint^  and  l>ofH)urable  prbof  of  alacrity  aiid  public  fpiyirwhith 
to  many  of  wy  fencible  ajid  rrtH^  re|^ments  rn  this  kiagdcin> have  iiuiii- 
fcftedoD  this  occalion,  hat  alicady  received  the  fulled  tellinony  of  tbe^- 
probatioq  ^f  P^iriiameot*,  Tkft  cipndu^,.  perfonally  fo  hpnoiiiahle  tp  the 
individuaW*  atfords  the  ftrong'.*ft  pledge  hot!)  of  the  niilita^v  iirotlr  which 
a£luates  tbrs  valuable  part  ofour  rational  defence,  and  of  fotir  afTe^iooaise 
concern  for  the  fa^ty  and  bftppinefs  of  Ireland,  which  ^rc  cffn'^usAy  a^^m 
n?fUd  with  th<:  general  interclls  of  the  BririiQ  empire.  With  ttxc  adva^< 
ta^^of  thi^fupoor^^  and  aft(:r  thediftingninKd  and  irfiponant  rucceis  \yhi<!li 

"b^sreceutly  atiendled'  the  operations  of  my  i-ms  againft  the  printipalibrce 
of  the  rebels*  1  truft  the  time  is  fait  approaching,  wh^rTthofc  now  ieduced 
from  their  allegiance,  will  be  brought  to  a  uift  fenic  of  the  guilt  they  have 
incurred,  and  will  entitle  ihemfclves  to  fbrgivencfs,  and  to  that  protc^ion 
which  it  IS  my  <!6hllant  wlfb  to  alFonl  to  every  rials  sr.d  con<iition  of  my 

***  fabjeft's,  who  rflamfeft  their  deiite  to  pay  a  due  abeiltei^e  lo  the  laws. 

**  This  temporary  interruption  of  iranquiility,  and  nil  its  attendant  cala-' 

•  nities,  mpft  be  attributed,  to  tbofc  pernicious  principles  which  have  been 
induHrtciu&y  propagated  in  : hat  couairy,  and  which,  wherever  they  have 
prevailed,  have  never  failed  to  produce  the  m  ift  diTftjousi  tffcfts.  With 
Tccb  warnings" before  us,  fenljble  of  the  danger  ^hich  we  arc  cnlled  upon 
to  repel,  and  of  the  blcllingn  wt  have  to  prelirve,  let  us  Continijc  fiitnly 
united  in  a  determined  refiftance  to  the  dt^figns  of  our  encmii**,  a:fd  in  the 
defence  of  that  conftitutlon  which  has  been  iou\v\  by  expejit  i.e  '•.o  inure  to 
lis  info  eminent  a  degree,  public  liberty,  na'ic/nl  llrength,  and  the  fe* 
curity  and  comfort  o[  all  clanes  ot  th«;  c- :r.n  u:.*y. 

•*  It  is  only  by  pf^rfcverance  in  this  line  uf  .un  U\6{  that  wc  can  hope^ 
under  the  cforfirfntiance  of  thVt  Divine  Pro'ttition  which  v'l?  hive  lo  abun- 

'danVly  ex'piirienced,  to  cO'ndudt  this  -'iranoub'  <o'.teil  to  a  ha^  j»v  i^ue,  .and 
to  nnaintaiii  uhdttriimflied,  the  tccuv\ty,  honour,  and  lafling  profperl^y  of 
the  country."  '  •  • 

X'^en  the  Lord  Chincellol",  by  his  Majefty 's  conliAflnd,  faid ; 

J^  Lords  and  Ctmleaun,  . '     ^ 

«*  it  i«4u*M»Vfty'8  Royal  Will.and  Plcifure,  That  this  Parliament  Jfcc 
prorogued  to  Wednefday,  the  eighth  d:»y  of"  Augull  next,  (to  he  then  here 
^  hoUleo  j  i^n^  thi^P^ijiamijnt  Is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Wednefday^  "ine 
^  eigtitli'dijy  orA^jju^k  next,  ^..         ,  ,        /      .* 

''•  Friday,  jr«;ir  29. 

A  Meflagc  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfc,  that  their 

Lordihips  had  agreed  to  the  ScotJi  Diftillery  Bill,  the  Provi- 

\oU  II.  1798.  5E  fional 


741  W001>F ALL'S  PARLIAMElTf  ARY  REPORTS.      [Cmim^vc, 

fional  Cavalry,  arid  the  Exchequer  Bills*' BSD,  and  tofcversl 
otherprivate  and  public  Bills* 

&r  Francis  M'Ayneux,  Gendcman  U(her  of  the  RlaclcRod, 
then  appeared  at  the  Bar,  and  in  the  narne  of  his  Mjjtfty, 
cocnmaodeJ  the  attendance  of  that  Honaarable^  Hbufe  in  the 
Hovrfe  of  Peers; 

On  their  return,  the  Speaker  read  his  Majefty*^  Speech  from 
the  Table,  after  which  the  Members  prcfcnt  withdrc^r. 


•^•"The'Rf  porter  cannot  dole  h's  hbours  of  aScffion,  marked  wttk 
twt  iiitfh  uncommon  occurrences  in  modern  titnes,  as  tb«  partial  JecciEiM 
of  the  O^^pcfition  Speakers,  during  the  early  periods  of  it,  aad  the  cxclu- 
lion  of  ftrangers  fo  rigidly  enforced  towards  its  terfnination,  .wiiboQt  offer- 
ing'a  few  oblervations  upon  an  event  in  Pai  itaanentary  Hiftory,  fo  iu»g«iar 
as  the  lattef.  In  doing  this,  he  flatters  himftlf  that  he  intrudes  not  upM 
bit  Keadcr  any  thing  impertinent  to  the  nature  of  bis  orcrk,  nor  doc«  hs 
mean  to  give  amy  offence  by  remarks  that  can  be  conftroed  into  an  indecent 
exercife  of  the  liberty  of  the  Prcfs.  In  his  addrels  to  hit  former  vobuae. 
Jhe  animadverted  on  the  extraordtnttry  ctrcumftance  of  frnnt  of  the  leadii^ 
Members  of  Oppoiition  ablenting  themfelves  from  a  due  d:lcharge.<9f  their 
publick'duty  in  both  Houfes,  at  a  time  the  moil  critical  and  dang^rovis  «f 
any  in  which  the  country  had  ever  the  misfortune  to  ftand  ;  aod  bU  o^- 
nions  on  that  fubje£l,  though  hot  welcome  to  all  parties,  he  has  iiad  the 
ha^pinefs  to  find  were  not  only  acknowledged  to  be  founded  b^  the  cardid 
in  general,  bat  honoured  wi  h  the  coincidence,  an  J  fuppoFt  of  AveraJ  abk 
andrefpeflablc  gentlemen  in  Parliament  j  even  the  moft  popular  of  the  Op- 
poiition orators,  have  ferved  to  confirm  the  truth  and  julikeof  ihentg  by 
cccafionally  returning  to  their  deifertcd  pofts,  and  by  their  cloqaercst 
throwing  a  momentary  lh.ide  over  (be  Kitt»  c  of  the  well. earned  firac,  that 
their  feconds  in  debate  had  acquitted  by  their  diligent  atteodaece  zad  abk 
exertions  in  the  abfcncc  of  their  lt•adcr^. 

Wirh  regiird  to  the  exclufi(in  of  ftrangcrs  from  the  debates  on  the  aff  Jrs 
offi-cland,  the  time  at  which  the  mca lure  >A«as  adopitd,  it^f  itfelf  exiri- 
ordinaiy,  and  adds  to  the  queft^tonablenefs  oi  the  policy  of  ibocking  and 
mortifying  the  pttblic  mind  in  1  moment  fo  uncommolity  interfiling  Co  the 
feelings  of  every  Britifti  fabjcft.  '  . 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  thlt  the  R^sponer  means;  in  the  Highteft  degree, 
to  challenge  the  authority  of  either  Houfc  ot  Parliaincsit  <Mf*r  their ««s 
fbrma,  of  proteeding.  Tlte  pdwer  uforfginatmtx  regohttuiiff  .19  g«rcre. 
their  condufl,  with  refpefl  to  the  Miit^rs  that  calls  for  their  oifcttfiiQn  aad 
decifim,  is  not  peculiar  to  tlie  Houfes  of  Pk^liameDt,  but  fo  nKcflfsfily.  in* 
herent  fn  every  popular  alfeniblyi  rh^t  the  commoneft  dub  in  th^  lci9sd«sii 
could  not  exilt  a  fortnight  vrtthdut  loAng  fight  of  tbo«A>jea  of  iu  inftiiu. 
t\ahi  ^^  bavins:  its  affairs  thrown  into  tn^atricahle  <o»iiifif»f>,  if  U  did 
sot  wi^iy  commence  with  eftabli%ing  certain  f^nerstl  nilcft  confooant  to 
theiawbf  the  land,  by  which  the  club  wat  to  be  guided,  during  its  corci- 
nuanXT.  The  right  of  enforcing  regulwions,  whether  called  Stauxling  Orderc, 
brBy-hrwii,  or  KuFei,  b^^aringany  ^er denominarioo^  is  infeparabir  finoai 
tfctf  powejr  of  Aaking  (hem?  inMcwl,  no  man  pofleflStd  o#  coimiivn  liea<e  wiU 
'do  Bif  own  inidciftjindiitg^  Co  much  wrong  at  to  lazard  the  dttral  of  r«rfa«r» 
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<y7n    ) 
[  j^Qwor.  aod  the  ri^ht  to  be  clear  anJ  iiniiieBubki . 
J  a  queftion  fit  for  fair  ancT  temperate  dHcumon 
.ncrcife  of  that  right,  univerlally  acknowledged  as 
.^'^''it  ie  ia  order  to  £y  a  lew  worUa  oA  that  q^eftion^ 
.anoMWcd  hiB  Readers  With  thi»  Note. 
^  Tad  during  part  of  the  prefent  century  >  it  wai  the  vraflC 
'^JjLi^fAr*^^    ^  ^^  ({tangers  as  often  as  any  MemWr  of  either  Houley 
•^'  ,V  ^rce  the  Standing  Order,  biit  the  ill  effeds  triat  aioft 

*  -  J^  •  K<^^^^*  compared  with  tkue  advamagta  refulttitg  frcMO. 
^  *i^'^ ''  ^  tf^*\;Bvntntary  proccedinga,  became  (p  £|i^raiJy  apparent,. 
%•  '  *  ^'.-  *.  /  ^^^^htencd  times,  the  pnii£lice  of  admitting  an  audlencA 
"^  ^  '  '  jthe  Uoufe  of  Lord  s^  iod  in  the  Gallery  otthe  Houie  of 
^  Tailed  for  many  yeaMjvirh  very  frw  exceptions.  The 
^n  found  to  be  ufeful,  and  as  the  Reporter  of  this  work 
k  that  took  the  lead  in  giving  a  ikeich  of  the  Debates> 
lich  Speaker,  undifguiftdly  prefixed  to  his  arguaie^tgi 
Ipelled  to  ftate  the  motives  that  induced  bim  to  under •^^ 
nous,  and  difficult.  In  conftquence  of  Members  fendim^ 
to  the  prefs,  andartfully  giving  the  reft  of  the  difcmV^ 
t.on  of  the  <lay  a  turn,  different  from  what  it  rca]ly  took  in  order  to  lerve  4 
party  purpofe  (a  praAice,  that  had  for  fome  years  prevailed)  much  mijfire*- 
prefen'atioft  was  circulated.  It  occurred  to  the  Reporter,  tbcre£ore«  ea^, 
fn  life,  that  if  the  public  were  regularly  furniftied  with  a  faithful,  andJm«> 
partial  report  of  the  wiiole  debate*  fo  that  they  might  judge  for  tiiemielvei^ 
wah  the  entire  (tiiijod  before  themi  as  far  as  the  moft  unremitted  eie^ons 
and  bed  judgment  •f  a  man  of  moderate  abilities,  but  unrivalled  anxiety 
to  do  juftjce  to  all  parties,  coold  fubmit  it  to  their  peruial,  fuch  a  report 
would  not  oniy  be  favourably  nceived,  but  the  caufe  of  truth  woula  be, 
■laferiaUy  (crved,  and  a  fund  of  political  information  of  the  firft  import- 
ance to  every  Brit"fti  Tubjeft  opened.  It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  lince  the 
Keportcr  commeaced  hti  career,  and  fo  far  has  he  been  during  that  U)n^ 
peitixl,  fionri  meeting  with  the  ccnfure  of  eitiier  Houfe  for  the  libcity^ 
be  had  taken,  that  he  has  imiformly  £ound  the  Members  themfelves  the 
motk  forward  to  encourage  his  efforts,  and  has  been  repeatedly  applied  to 
by  the  higheft  characters  in  the  kingdom,  to  reqneft  bis  particular  atten- 
lion  to  the  difculfion  of  q.^eftions,  as  well  fuch  as  were  peculiarly  im-  ^ 
portant  to  their  private  interclts,  as  thofe  relative  to  their  ofHcial  fitua- 
tior»5,  and  their  connection  with  the  adminiH ration  of  Public  Affairs. 

It  was  therefore  with  infinite  furprixe  ^^nd  regret,  that  the  Reporter 
witnclTcd  the  exercife  of  power  lately  re-ailiimed,  to  the  cfrcujiftance  o^ 
enforcing  the  Standing  Order  for.  the. fxcUi/ioQ  of  fbangers  from  tlie  two 
Houlcs,  which  Order,  like  many  Acts  of  Padiament,  on  the  fubjo£i  of  aan 
cjent,  rigid  and  intolerant  religictis  regt>]ations,  (originating  fium  preju- 
dhxs  partly  polirica4,  and  pstt.y  ilanatk,  that  have  long  imce  fubfided. 
itiid  are  conAuered  as  oSfoieie,  though  dWi  fuffcred  to  difgrsce  the  oages  d 
t^e  Si^s'.otc  Book)  h.-sd  long  been  allowod  by  general  conoivauce  to  deep  ua, 
agitated.  He  was  the  mo^e  ftupcized  ^t  ks  b/;ing  called  into  a£Uou,  and 
(f\at  by  a  miJit  intelligent  and  rnpnrtabie  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
iTTons  uponVhar  appeared  to  the  Repori^r  tp  ba  an  ill-chofeo,  as  it  was 
clearly  an /a*  pofl  fa^o  occailon.  The.p»wrr  of  originating  Standing 
Ciders  or'By  Uws,  and  the  ri^Ht  of  et\fercia.g  tlicm  in  ail  popular  aifcixy 
bles,  hTi«e  h^eniully  aiimit<«ni  in  xli^s  Note;*he  Iiopes  therefore,  th^t  what 
he  ^y«  upon  thiar  iubject,  will  not  be  deemed  matter  of  coDtvtselv  aniT' 
contempt,  -hRitof  hn\  and  reai'onahle  dircuiHon  for  one  of  the  co|i(tituent 
body  wbo  fleet  <rhf»Jc- w|to  have  been  chofen  repreientatlves.  The  Ef <- 
poitrr  in  thi«  cliaradcr,  vridr  great  deference 4 ubmijis  U  to  theKea4^r»  as  bit 
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fional  Cavalry,  arid  the  Exchequer  BSlls'RD,  and  to  fcveni 
othdrprrvateand  puWic  Bili$»        ♦ 

&T  Francis  Mdyneux,  Gendeman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod, 
then  appeared  at  the  Bar,  and  in  t)ie  name  of  his  Majefty, 
cocnmaoded  the  attendance  of  that  Honoarable  Houfe  in  cbe 
Hovfe  of  Peers; 

On  their  return,  the  Speaker  read  his  Majcfty's  Speech  from 
the  Table,  after  which  the  Members  prcfcnt  withdrevr. 


•J*  The  Hf porter  cannot  clofe  h's  labours  of  aSc(fian»  marked  vtth 
t«v6  Tneh  uncommon  occurrences  in  modem  times,  as  the  partial  AcdJun 
of  the  Onpcfition  Speakers,  during^  the  early  periods  of  it,  aad  Che  cxcki- 
fioil  of  llkngers  fo  rigidly  enforced  towards  its  teiminationy  .withcMit  offer- 
ings a  f^w  obfervations  upon  an  event  in  Pailiameiitary  Htftory,  £o  fiiignlv 
as  the  fkttef.  In  doing  this,  he  flatters  hlmftrlf  that  he  inuudes  not  upon 
bit  Keadcr  any  thing  impertinent  to  the  nature  of  his  wcrk,  nor  dors  he 
mean  to  give  amy  offence  by  remarks  that  can  be  conftroed  inio  an  indeccur 
exercift  of  tihc  liberty  of  the  Prefs.  In  his  addrels  ta  hit  former  volooBe, 
ht  animadverted  on  the  extraordinary  circtimftance  of  fame  of  the  kadtiif 
Members  of  Oppofition  abfcnting  themfelvcs  from  a  due  dilchargeof  iheff 
publjck'duty  in  both  Houfes,  at  a  time  the  moft  critical  and  dangrfoiis  ef 
any  in  which  the  country  had  ever  the  misfortune  to  ftand  ;  and  his  o^ 
nions  on  that  fubjefl,  though  hot  welcome  to  all  parties,  he  has  had  tiic 
happioefs  to  find  were  not  only  acknowledged  to  be  foundeci  bt  the  ca»lid 
in  general,  but  honoured  wi  h  the  coincidence,  ami  fupportot  fcveral  abk 
and  refpe^l able  gentlemen  in  Parliament;  even  the  moft  popaUr  of  theOp- 
p^firion  orators,  have  ferved  to  confkm  the  truth  and  jutlice  of  them,  by 
cccafionally  returning  to  their  deferted  pofts,  and  by  their  eioqoecccv 
throwing  a  momentary  Ihade  over  the  liilbc  of  tlie  well-earned  f^tne,  that 
their  feconds  in  debate  had  acquired  by  their  diligent  attcodance  zs:6  abie 
exertions  in  the  ab fence  of  their  lcader>. 

\y  irh  reg^d  to  the  excluiitm  of  Grangers  from  the  debates  on  the  ^jjx% 
of  Ireland,  the  time  af  which  the  meature  vias  adopted,  it^f  itfclt'extrj. 
ordinaiy,  and  arlds  to  the  quH^kmablenels  oi  the  policy  jof^fbocking  and 
wonifytng  the  p\ib}ic  mind  in  a  moment  (o  uncommotiiy  iater&lliii^  coths 
feeling*  of  every  Britifti  fubjc6t. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  thit  the  Rfrporter  meairs;  in  the  Highteft  degiee, 
to  challeiige  the  authority  of  cither  Houfc  ot  ParUaiiMit.4>vtr  ihrii  «ai>a 
forms,  bf  proceeding.  The  power  aforf^rinatrntx  rrguhti^n^.tQ  goy«A. 
their  condufl,  with  refpefl  to  the  Mtntfs  titat  calls  for  the)C<urcufli<m«ad 
declfim,  is  not  peculiar  to  \\\^  Houfes  of  Pkvliament,  but  fo  neccffarily;  ir- 
herent  in  everv  popular  alTcttiblyi  th»t  the  commoneft  club  in. the  kiajgdcus 
could  not  exilt  a  fortnight  without  loAng  (ight  of  tbo«bje^  of  iu  >iilli:u* 
tlf^i  afld  havlns:  its  affairs  thrown  into  ineatricahle  xoiifiilioo,  if  ir  dU 
not  wiiely  commence  with  eilabltl|iiiig  cerrafn  general  mkf,  oonibnsTvi  lo 
the  taw  6f  the  land,  by  which  the  clul>was  to  be  guided,  during  its  conti- 
fluantr.  TW  right  of  enforcing  regulation  s,  whetho-caUed  Standmg  Orders, 
^Byhms,  or  Rules,  b^hiring'any  other  deooniiiu^oo,  is  infefiArablr  from 
thtf power  of  ihakinq:  (hem-,  indeed,  no  manpofleHiBd  ol comifion. leafv  will 
do  Riff  ov^Q  inider/landiRg  fo^  irHich  wrong  at  to  faftxatd  the  dtiral  of  cithar. 
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A.d9iittii)^,  tliAcefbre^  thr  ^wer  a^,the  right  to  be  dear  and  iiiufeaUbki. 
Ln  the  fullell  exttnt,  ftirely  a  queition  fit  for  fair  ancT  temperate  dticofiaii 
fuggrfts  ufclf  upcm  the  exercife  of  that  right,  univerially  acksiowkdgwl  as 
ic  may  poflibly  be^  and  It  it  in  order  to  &y  a  hw  words  oft  that  q^elUon^ 
ihar  the  Reporter  .bai.troiiUffd  his  Readers  with  this  Note. 

In  fonmei  ceiiturias»  and  during  part  of  the  prefent  century,  it  wai  thexiraflC 
of  Parlialkient  to  exclude  (Irangers  as  often  at  any  MemWr  of  either  l&>u&» 
thought  proper  to  enforce  the  Standing  Order,  biit  the  ill  eflfeds  that  aioft 
from  the  fecrecy  attempted,  compared  with  \hc  advantagta  refultipg  from, 
the  publicity  of  Parliamt ntary  procceduigty  became  (p  gpi€nd\}[  apparent*, 
that  in  theie  moi'e  enlightened  timet,  the  praAice  of  admitting  an  audiencA 
below  the  Bar»  in  the  Uoufe  of  Lords^  and  in  the  Gallery  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  h:\%  prevailed  for  many  yeaMrjvitb  very  {ew  e&ceptions.     The 
cunfequencc  has  been  found  to  be  ufeful,  and  as  the  Reporter  of  this  work 
vras  among  the  iirft  that  took  the  lead  in  giving  a  iketch  of  the  Debates» 
>^th  the  name  of  each  Speaker,  uodifguifcdly  prefixed  to  his  arguaie^t^ 
he  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  Hate  the  motives  that  induced  him  to  uode^<^  . 
take  a  duty  (o  laborious,  and  difBcult«    In  copAquence  of  Members  fevdW 
their  own  fpeeehcs  to  the  prefs^  and  artfully  giving  the  reft  of  the  difcm^ 
iton  of  the  day  a  turn,  different  from  what  it  really  took  iq  order  to  lerve  4 
party  purpofe  (a  prafiice^  that  had  for  fome  years  prevailed)  muchmifre*- 
prefen'ation  was  circulated.     It  occuired  to  the  Reporter,  therefore^  ^^^, 
in  life,  that  if  the  public  were  regular! v  furnished  with  a  faithful^  andim-^' 
partial  report  of  the  wnole  debate*  fo  that  they  might  judge  for  tbctoielvei^ 
with  the  entire  fxiiijod  before  themi  as  far  as  the  moft  unremitted  ex^ons  , 
and  bed  judgment  •f  a  man  of  moderaie  abilities,  but  unrivalled  anxiety 
to  do  juiike  to  all  parties,  could  fubmit  it  to  their  peruial,  fuch  a  report 
would  not  only  be  favourably  rtceivedy  but  the  caiife  of  truth  woula  be, 
■nar^ialty  Icrved,  and  a  fund  of  political  information  of  the  firft  import-. 
ante  to  evci7  Britfti  f'ubjeft  opened.   It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  fince  the 
Keportcr  commenced  hh  career,  and  fo  far  has  he  been  dyring;  that  hoQ 
peiiod,  from  meeting  with  the  ccnfure  of  either  Houle  for  the  liberty^ 
he  had  taken,  that  he  has  uniformly  found  the  Members  themCelves  the 
moil  forward  to  encourage  his  efforts,  and  has  been  repeatedly  applied  to 
by  the  higheft  characters  in  the  kingdom,  to  reoneft  his  p.irticular  atten- 
tion to  the  difcuirion  of  qi:eftions,  as  well  fuch  as  were  peculiarly  im-  ^ 
p3rtant  to  their  private  interefts,  as  thofe  relative  to  their  ofHcial  fitua- 
tions,  arid  their  connection  with  the  admtniH ration  of  Public  Affairs* 

It  was  therefore  with  infinite  fiirprize  .and  regret,  that  the  Keporter. 
witnclTcd  the  exetci/e  of  power  lately  re-a^vmed,  in  the  circumftasce  o^ 
enforcing  the  Standing  Order  for  the  fxcUifion  of  ftrangers  from  tlie  two 
Houfcs,  which  Order,  like  many  Acts  of  Pairliament,  ou  the  lubjef^  of  ann 
cjenf,  rigid  and  intolerant  religions  regulations,  (origiuaiinc  fvum  preju- 
dices partly  politica4,  and  pr.it. y  fanatic,  that  have  long  Unce  fubfided. 
<ind  are  confidered  as  oSfolete,  though  flULfufftO'ed  to  difgrace  the  pages  oC 
t4ie  Se^siote  Book)  hr-sd  long  bcii)  allowod  by  general  cpnnivauce  to  deep  ua 
agitated.  -He  was  the  more  furprlud  «tt  its.  Mng  called  into  a£liou,,  and 
that  by  a  n\<ii\  inte'ligent  and  in'pnrtabie  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-: 
irron*,  u^i'whsr  appear ?d  to  the  Repor^^r  tp  b«  an  illchofco.  as  it  was 
clearly  an /x*  ppjl  fa^o  occafion,  Xhe  p^wer  of  originating  Standing 
Ciders  or  By  Itam,  and  rhe  right  of  eolbrci^^.g  them  in  all  popular  aff^^izy 
bles,  im«e  h<eiiiuBy  aiiniit'inl  in  tl4«s  Note^he  hopes  therefore,  th^  wba( 
he  ffly«  upon  thiy^  i'ufaject,  wtU  not  be  deemed  matter  oi  contvts^v  and^ 
contempt,  -hut  of  fan*  and  reaJ'onahle  difcullion  for  one  of  the  co(i(htueiit 
body  «»bo  rhrt<rhf>l«:  who  have  b^en  choCen  reprelentatives.  The  E^«> 
p^ttrr  m  \Wi*  diaradcr,  wiiir  great  dti'ercr.ceiubmijis  it  to  theRead^r»  as  hit 

(»e. 


t     74*    1 

dfciM  optrfofi,  not  ftii  opinicMi  laSStf  Ibniied,  but  fonndal  ob  theotfiiw* 
ition  of  loany  )r*3i^»  ^"°  <>o  fmall  degrvc  of  reflection,  that  tke  fmUSan 
of  Fvliamentary  proctedin^t  m  a  five  coimtry,  (and  (bcKy  tkuik  Gorf  1 
Orcat-Britsin  ftill  is,  though  the  oniy  one  that  remains  fo  at  thii 
on  the  f^e  of  Eurooe !)  is  at  all  times  of 


^ s    '        c&ntial  political ^ , 

SkI  incalculable  public  advantage.  But  granting  that  this  opanga  is 
weakiy  taka^  up  and  wholly  umbundcdy  what  juftifiable  realbn  cac  hr 
hedged  for  exercifing  the  power  of  excluding  ftrangera,  at  fiich-  a  mo- 
mmt  as  that  chofen  tor  it  ?  If  it  were  dangerous  to  have  the  tlyte,  temper, 
and  toM  of  argument  adopted  bjrParHaroentary  Speakers  on  the  fohfect  of 
IHfli  affairs  kept  carefulJjr  from  the  poblic  eye,  fureiy,  the  day  was  geoe 

S,  when  (bch  an  exerciie  of  power  could  have  been  in  the  fmafieil  dqne 
Iful.  An  attentive  Obftrnrer  would  naturaRy  have  imaginedt  tha*  Hi 
vtilitv  (if  apy  it  ever  could  have)  vrould  hare  fuggeftcd  itieif  at  a  aian 
fliacticaUe  oppartunity  of  ieixing  upon  it,  viz.  Wnen  a  noble  Banm,  (la 
friib  Earl)  introduced  his  relation  of  extraordinarjr  but  tenific  ^t, 
^afterwards  roundlv  contradicted  by  a  noble  Marquis  of  Ireland,  aad  a 
Melancholy  events  nave  fince  moft  nitally  proved,  but  too  traely  caoctn- 
dicted).  At  that  period  no  idea  of  precaution  of  the  kiod  fug^A^n  k&if 
fo  any  Member  of  either  HanCe,  nor  was  the  Order  enforced  bcrcre  Itehad 
.  il  in  open  rebellion  j  and  at  a  moment  when  there  exifts  litr'e  if  any  pm- 
babtli^  of  mifchief  rcfulting  from  the  publication  of  the  l>tfbates  on  tk 
ibbject.  The  fword  once  drawn,  and  blood -fhtd  began  by  Traitmi, 
there  feems  no  alternative,  hut  to  repel  n;min,  and  fo  fubdnc  avo^d 
treaibn  by  military  force,  af>  J  then  make  the  traitors  fuffer  the  vcogenc: 
of  the  inAilted  laws  of  their  country,  tempering  juHicr,  faf)wever,  vi*b 
flKrcy,  as  his  Matedy^s  humane  difiiafition  will  natorally  induce  lam  n 
do  s  indeed  a  public  proof  has  already  been  given,  that  fuch  is  the  bcn^ 
inclination  of  the  Royal  mind. 

So  little  accuftomcd  to  enforce  the  Standing  Order  have  the  two  Bscfes 
lieen  of  late  years,  that  we  even  fee  the  fir  (I  authoiity  in  the  Hoale  sf 
Commons  in  an  error,  re/pectiog  the  neceflary  practice  of  the  Hoo6^  aad 
a  better  informed,  a  more  imptirtiai  and  able  Member  has  not  at  anv  tine 
fat  in  the  chair,  not  one,  woo  by  his  urbanity  and  firmnefs  has  rejected 
more  c^-edit  on  biiDrdt  oi'  afforded  more  uniform  fatisfaction  to  the  Ro«& 
in  general,  than  the  prefert  worihy  Speaker.  A  Standing  OnJer  nA 
cithei'  be  ciiforcrrd  iu  tola,  or  /ufpended  or  refcinded,  and  each  upon  ou- 
tion.  It  cannt  f  b.i  embrced  p  utially,  becaufe,  having  once  put  it  upoj 
their  Journals,  the  Hou't  is  bound  to  abide  by  it  literally  Whenever  cabl- 
ed upon  to  enforce  it.  The  Houle  has  no  difcretional  command  overir, 
but  if  found  inconvenient  for  a  preient  porpofe,  it  may  fufpend  it,  («  ii 
frecjueiftly  done  every  Seilion  to  accommodate  fuiters  for  bills,  that  mifita» 
agamtt  it,}  and  if  the  inconvenience  be  of  a  prmeral  nature,  it  may  (vacaie 
it,  as  the  Houfeof  Lords  phrafe  it)  or  refcind  it,  ani^  make  a  new  Omtr, 
if  it  think  proper.  The  Rtrporter  with  great  deference  gives  this  opiriieo 
^pon  the  fubject,  and  as  the  conilruction  here  Oated,  has  already  the  m- 
thority  of  the  Courts  of  Law  in  its  favour,  it  being  the  invariable  praAice 
of  the  Judges  to  govern  themfelves  by  it,  fo  he  flatters  himfelf,  it  wooid 
receive  the  concurrence  of  that  oracle  of  Parliamentarv  forms,  Mr,  HancS, 
whofe  valuable  volumes  contain  unaiifwerahle  prooU  of  the  g;reat  attta- 
tion  he  has  foe  many  years^  not  fruitlefsly^  paid  to  their  ilndy. 
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APPENDIXs 


CONTAINING 


TREATIES,   STATE  PAPERS,  PARLIANfENTAkY 
REPORTS,  AUTHENTIC  DOCUMENTS,  &c. 


PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Lords  Cominifiioners  of  his  Majefty's 
Treafury,  or  in  confcquence  of  direflions  from 
them,  fince  the  end  of  the  laft  feiSon  of  Parlia- 
ment, refpefting  feveral  offices  concerned  in  the 
recdipt  and  expenditure  of  the,  public  money. 

SCHEDULE. 

No.  I.— On  Fourth  Report.— CUSTOMS* 

Five  LETTERS  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Coro- 

TnifTioners  of  the  Cuftoms  in  England    dated  iSth  Sept.  1797* 

One  ditto  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Cuftoms 

in  Scotland  -  -  do      do    — 

Ditto  to  Mr.  LowNDfis  -  -  do      do    •^ 

XMuo  from  the  Commifiioners  of  Cuftoms  in 
Scotland,  with  letter  and  ftatement  of  Re- 
ceiver-General, and  Ailiftant  Accomptant- 
General,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  RosE^s  of  th« 
28th  September  ^  -  9th  Oft.  — 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  to  ditto  -  i+th  do    — 

Ditto  from  Ros£  to  the  CommifTioners  of  the 

Cuftoms  in  England  •  nth   do    «^ 

REPORT  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuf- 
toms  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  in  an- 
fwer  to  Mr.  Rosens  letter  of  the  nth  Oc- 
tober .  _  -  5th  Dec*  — • 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Hume  to  Mr.  Rose         7th   do    — 

REPORT  of  Commiilioners  of  the  CuftoHi« 
on  the  abolition  of  holidays,  in'anfwer  to 
one  of  Mr.  Rose's  Letters  of  the  28th 
September  -  «  x6tb   do    •-• 

a  »  No. 


^  STATE    PAPERS,   &C. 

No.  II.— On  Fifth  Report ^EXCISE. 

LETTER  froni  Mr.  Rove  to  the  ComoiiC- 

Honers  of  Cxciie  .         ^.        -  daied  zSrh  Sept.  1797. 

REPORT  in  anfwer  thereto  -  s»d  I>ec.  — 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Commif. 
.    fioners  of  Excife,  Scotland  -  3d  Od.   •» 

Ditto  from  the  Commiffiojaers  of  Exdfe  to 
"  Mr.  Rose,  with  an  accoant  enclofed  9th   do    «• 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  tp  the  Commlifionen  of 

Excife,  Scotland  -  -  i4tb  do    —^ 

No.  Ill — On  Sixth  Report — STAMP-OFFICE- 

LETTEIR  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Commif- 

(ioners  of  Stamps  -  dated  7th  Ofi.  1797. 

REPORT  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Stamps  to 

the  Lords  of  the  Treafurjr  -  23d   do    -— 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  CotnmiT- 

iioners  of  Stamps  -  -  13th  Dec*  — 

No.  IV.— On  Seventh  Report.— POST-OFFICE. 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Poftmafker- 

General  -  *  dated  7th  OA.  1797. 

REPORT  fipom  the  Poftmafter-Gtneral,  with 

inciofures  No.  i»  s,  and  3,  -  31(1  do    — 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Ro^se  to  the  PoftmaAer- 

General  -  -  •.  i&thDec.  — 

No.  v.— On  Eighth  Rb port.— TAX-OFFICE. 

Two  LETTERS  from  Mr.  Rose   to  the 

CommifHondrs  of  Taxes  -  dated  jtfa  Od.  1 797. 

One  ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, for  Scotland  «  -  nth   do    -^ 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treafury    ,  -  •  -         11th  do    — 

Ditto  from  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland  to 
Mr!  Rose  ~  -  7th  Nor.  — 

REPORT  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Taxes  to 

the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  -  4th  do    — 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Barons  of 

the  Exchequer  in  Scotland  od  Dec.  — 

No.  VI.— On  Ninth  Report.— SALT-OFFICE. 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Commif- 

fioners  of  Excife  -  dated  45th  Sept.  1797. 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Rofe  to  the  Commiflioners  of 

Salt  -  -  .  5lh  Jnly  — 

Ditto  from  ditto  to  ditto  -  -  a5ib  Sept.  — 

Ko. 
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Mo.  Vn.-^n  Tenth  Rifort.—HAWKERS  and  PED- 
LARS,  and   on   Eleventh   Report.— HACKNEY 

COACHES. 

I 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Commif- 

fioners  of  Taxes  '  -  dated  %d  Oft.  1797, 

Ditro  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Comoni/fioners  of     . 

Hawkertf  and  Pedlars  -  .  id  do    .^ 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Commlflionerft  of 

Hackney  Coaches  -  .  id  do    — 

Ditto  from  the  Commiflicners  of  Taxes,  in 
anfvver  to  Mr.  Rose's  iotter  of  the  id  Oc- 
tober -  -  -  14th  Nov.  — 

No.  VIIL— On  Twelfth  Report PENSION  DUTIES. 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  Mr.  Astle 

dated  7th  Oft.  1797. 
Ditto  from  ditto  to  Mr.  Lane  -  do,  ,do       — 

Ditto  from  Mr.  Lane  to  Mr.  Rose  9th  do      -^ 

D:tto  from  Mr.  Astle  to  ditto         -  loth  do       — 

TREASURY  MINUTE  -  5th  Dec.    — 

No.  IX.— On  Fifteenth  Report.— •TREA^UR'i?'. 

TREASURY  MINUTE         -        dated  xoth  Oft.  1797. 

One  LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  fcvcral 
ofHces,  to  difcontinue  payment  of  new 
years  gifts  •  '  doi    do      — 

No.  X.— On  Sixteenth  Re  port.  ^SECRETARIES 
of  STATE. 

Three  LETTERS  to  Under  Sfcrerarics  of 

State  -  •>  dated  II  tb  Dec.  1797. 

Oae  ditto  from  Mr.  HvsKissoN  to  Mr.  Rots  14th  do    — 

No.  XI.— On  Seventeenth  Report.— ADMIRALTY, 
&c. 

LETTER  to  Mr*  Nepean         -  dated  nth  Dec.  1797. 


No.  Xn.— On  Eighteenth  Report.— TRANSPORT- 
OFFICE. 

\ 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Coramif- 

fioners  of  Tranfports  -  datfll  nth  051.  1797.  : 

Ditto  from  the  Commiflionen  of  Tranfports    id  Jan.  1 79S- 


No 


v 
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No.  XIII.— On  Nineteenth  Report.^SECRETARY' 
at, WAR,  &c. 

LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  theConip- 

troller«i  of  Army  Accounts         -  dated  ift  Nor.  1797. 

JOitto  from  ditto  to  ditto  •  4th    do     ^» 

Ditto  from  ditto  to  Secretary  at  War  nth  Dec.    — 

Ditto  from  ditto  to  Paymatt«^-Geneial  do     do    ^- 


No.  XIV.— On  Twenty-first  Report.— ORDNANCE. 

One  LETTER  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  -^  -  dated  iitb  Dec.  1797. 


No.  XV.— On  TwENT'f-sECOND  Report.— .EXCHE- 
QUER. 

Two  LETTERS  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the 

Commiflioners  for  auditing    public  ac- 

cDunrs  -  -  dated  4th  and  6th  Nor.  1797. 

On^  ditto  from  Mr.  Rose  to  the  Solicitor 

of^  the  Trtafnry  -  -  ift     do     — 

Ditto  from  ditto  to   the   Secretary  of  the 

Loidjl-ieutcnant  of  Ireland  -  ift     do      — 

Ditto  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

unam  of  Ii  eland  -  >  9th  do     -* 


No. 
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•    No.  I. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Scleft 
Committee  on  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Parliament.  ' 

Customs. 
Gentlemev, 

THE  mcafurc  of  aboliftiing  all  fees  taken  by  the  officers  in  the  revcnw 
under  your  mana>',ementy  and  of  fubftitutln^  fixed  fabries  in  lieu 
thereof,  for  which,  among  other  matters,  provJ.t.>n  w^s  made  in  a  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1781,  and  which  was  afterwards, 
under  the  dircftion  of  the  Lords  CommifTioners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury 
(in  confequence  of  the  fugeeftions  in  the  fifteenth  report  of  the  CommLT- 
iioners  of  Public  Afccutiu)  the  fubj«ft  of  repeatf«i  conferences  between 
ibme  of  your  board  and  committees  of  merchants  in  London  trading  to 
different  parts  of  the  world,  atvd  of  correfpondeiice  as  well  by  your  board 
as  myfelf  with  the  chief  magiftrates  and  princip^tl  merchants  in  the  out- 
ports,  durint;  nearly  two  years,  having  been  again  recommended  to  be 
carried  into  eifefl  by  the  Sele6l  Committee  on  Finance  appointed  in  the 
laft  feflion  of  parliament,  who  ftate  that  at  leaft  the  fees  to  the  out-door 
officers  ftiould  ceafe  to  be  taken,  I  am  comm^^nJcd  by  my  Lords  to  rccal 
your  attention  immediately  to  this  ft-ibjeft  :-— Their  lordihips  recollecting 
the  difficulties  of  various  forts  which  ocurred  rcfpe^ling  an  entire  abolition 
in  1 791-1  are  unwilling  to  propofe  that  meafure  in  its  full  extent  in  the 
prefcnt  moment :  my  lords  are,  however  induced  to  hope  that  the  obje£b 
is  aKiinable  with  refpeA  to  the  fees  taken  by  the  out*door  officers,  which 
the  committee  thought  the  moft  important ;  their  U:rdniip8  are  therefore 
pleafcd  todirtft  you  to  prcpae  a  bill  for  ihit  piirpol'e  without  delay,  and 
to  fuggeft  to  their  lordih'.po  the  compenfations  which,  in  your  opinion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  make  to  the  fevcral  officers  on  their  fees  being  taken 
avray.  You  will  at  the  Ca'^.h  time  have  under  your  confideration  what 
duties  it  may  be  pioper  to  iug^eit  to  parliament  to  be  impofed,  to  make 
good  to  the  revenue  the  lols  which  will  be  fullained  by  the  charge  which 
wjU  by  this  meafure  be  brought  upon  it. 

Xbe  committee  exprefs  an  opinion  al(b,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  cora- 
penfate  the  officers  in  diiFercnt  fituations  for  the  deprivation  of  their  holi- 
days :  I  have  it  therefore  in  coiumand  from  my  lords  to  dire^  you  to  have 
upder  your  confideration  what  additions  it  may  be  proper  to  make  to  the 
incomes  of  fuch  officers  on  tliat  account^  or  whether  an  occafional  indul- 
gence may  not  be  given  to  them  in  lien  of  the  holidays^  withont  interfering 
with  the  tranfatfiing  the  ordinary  bufmefs  at  the  cuftom*houfe,  or  incurring 
expence  to  the  revenue,  and  to  report  your  opinion  thci'eupon  to  their 
iordffiips.     I  am^ 

jGentlemcn,  &c. 

Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

z8th  Sept.  1797. 

I   Commiffioner4  CuJIoms, 

Gehtle- 


8  STATE   PAPERfti   fee. 

Gentlemen, 
THE  ftatement  in  the  fourth  rf port  of  the  Sele^l  Cammiltec  cm  Tk 
nance  in  the  lad  ftflion  of  parh'amcAt,  that  a  fuoKilMA  to-'tlM  ^MglKr  of- 
fice&  in  the  revenue  under  your  management  at  the  out- porta  haa  mA  baa 
eftabliihed,  as  was  fuggefted  by  the  Commifiionci  a  of  PuJilie  Aocoiitt«, 
followed  in  another  part  of  the  report  by  a  reconuricndation  from  t^  Com- 
mittee, that  a  general^  though  not  an  iiiFaluable.ruie  of  fvccclii«ii  •»  (he 
cffe^ive  offices  on  the  eftablilhitient  fliould  be  obfei  ved,  having  been  ii»i<r 
the  attentive  confideration  of  *he  Lords  Commiflionert  of  his  Majefty's 
Treafury,  and  their  iord(tips  being  defirous  of  pr^motin^  ss  far  as  poT. 
fible  the  attainment  of  the  obje^.  the  .Committee  bad  in  view;  1  am  ooo- 
manded  by  my  Lords  to  dircdt  you  to  have  a  fpeclal  acd  panjcoiar  legird 
to  the  condii6b  of  the  feveral  eindent  officers  in  your  dep^rtme^t,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recommending  i'uctv  of  them  to  their  iordthips  for  pcocDocioii, 
whole  merits  may  particularly  entitle  them  to  be  preierred  to  higher  or 
more  profitable  (itaations,  as  vacancies  ihaU  happen. 

My  Lords  have  it  not  in  contemplatioi^  at  present  to  propose  aay  mea^ 
fure  toTai'iiament  on  this  fubje^t,  as  the  Committee  en  Finance,  coocciv- 
ing  that  an  invariable  adherence  to  a  rule  for  eftabli(hai^  a  courli:  of  giwkd 
riie  to  the  office  of  comptroller  at  .the  out-poits,  and  irom  that  to  tte^to- 
ation  of  -collef^ory  might  occalioBally  be  attended  with  confidcrabk  ia- 
convenience,  recommend  only  keeping  tn  view  the  principle  in  the  diipoial 
4}f  thofe  officers  as  an  inceDtive  to  diligence ;  their  lordffi.ips  coafiderii^  abb 
that  a  bill  for  the  lame  purpofe,  among  others,  .was  rcje&ed  by  tbe  Uoafe 
of  Commons  in  1781,  and  adwning  to  your  opinion,  that  the  meafure 
has  been  rendered  lefs  neceflaiy  by  the  regulations  adopted  for  ifiAntding 
colie^ors  and  other  principal  officers  before  their  admiffion  to  their  em- 
ployments. 1  am,  however,  to  obferve  to  you,  that  my  Lords  rely  en 
your  diligence  for  rexjderiiig  their  intention  as  etfe^lual  as  circuizifbs^ei 
will  permit.     I  am, 

Gentlemen,  &c. 

Treafury  Chambei«>  GEO&QE  ROSE. 

xStb  Sept.  1797. 

Cdmmiffioners  Cuftoms. 

Gentlemen, 

THESeleft  Committee  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commrnn  b  the 
iaft  fefficn  of  parliament,  on  Finance,  &c.  having  in  their  fourth  report 
made  an  dbfervation  refpe^ting  the  ncPr  modelling  certain  offices  in  the 
revenue  under  your  management,  and  thf  Lords  Coituniflroners  of  his 
Majefty's  Treafury  having  had  under  their  confideration  the  obfervaticiis 
of  your  board  on  the  fubjeft,  in  >  paper  addreffcd  by  you  to  the  faid  C^q- 
mictee,  dated  the  9th  of  June  latt,  I  am  commanded  by  theiV  Lordfiiips 
to  define  you  will  have  a  bill  prepared  to  be  fubmitted  to  tfic  cooidttaMim 
of  Parliament,  for  fuppreffing  immediately  all  the  offices  now  vacast, 
all  fucb,  enumerating  them,  as  were  recommended  to  be  diCcontiiiaed  bj 
the  Commiffioners  for  Public  Accounts. 

Thera  will  probably  be  no  difficulty  in  the  appointnOent  of  officcn  ar 
creeks,  propofed  by  the  Comnniffioners  of  Accounts,  aixl  alhidedtdF  hf 
the  Committee,  taking  piacb  immediately  iti  the  ports  where  the  patent 
offices  are  already  vac-uit,  and  at  the  others,  as  they  fliall  fall  in ;  in  wlftdi 
cale,  it  is  the  pleafure  of  my  Lords  that  you  ffiould  take  the  proper ftepc 
accordingly,  Qiaking  provifiop  for  the  fame  in  thjs  bill  before  dirc^icd,  if 
ncceflary.  _  '       '       ,  ,  - 

On 


STATE   PAPfe&Sy  ^C.  9 

On  propoiing  to  Parliament  the  final  fupprcifion  of  the  patent  offices  in 
your  hfyrnue  to  be  enumerated,  it  ip  the  intention  of  n)y  Lords  to  Tub-* 
ftiit  a  propoTition  for  making  eflfeflual  to  the  iamily  of  the  late  Dulce  of 
Manchefter^  the  value  in  reipe£l  of  income  of  a  grant  from  his  Majetty 
of  the  office  of  coUeftor  outwards  in  the  Port  of  Xxmdon,  which  waa 
nearly  completed  prrvioufly  to  any  legal  ohie6lions  having  been  taken  to 
fuch  grants,  or  to/ any  obfervaiions  on  them  by  the  Commifitoners  of 
Accounts !  I  bavt  it  therefore  in  command  from  their  Loidfliips,  to  dt- 
n&  you  to  haise  a  ctaufe  prepared  to  be  iafertcd  in  the  faid  bill*  for  aa- 
thoriaing  a  ium  to  be  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  revenue  of  €uftoms>  during 
the  lives  of  William  Duke  of  Manchefter  and  Frederick  Moptagu  com* 
monly  calUii  Lord  Frederick  Montagu,  equal  to  the  profits  of  the  office  - 
of  colk£(or  outwards,  and  giving  a  like  intereft  to  the  parties  in  them  aa 
if  the  gfant  had  been  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  the  late  Dukt  of 
Mancheller  and  bis  anceftors. 

In  the  faid  bill,  their  Lord(hips  are  of  opinion^  a  grant  may  be  m«de» 
conformably  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Comniittee  of  Finance,  to  the  fund 
'  for  officers  in  your  revenue,  who  (hall  be  rendered  incapable  of  difcharg« 
ing  the  duties  of  their  fituations  by  age  or  Infirmities,  of  the  money  now 
inyefted  in  the  funds  which  has  arifen  from  the  fees  of  fuch  of  the  patent 
ofRccs  as  have  become  vacant,  and  have  not  been  filled  up,/ and  of  the 
erowing  produce  of  Aich  fees  in  future,  tiU  tile  fame  fliall  be  abolilbcd  by 
ParPament  i  providing,  l^owever,  by  the  aA,  that  no  officer  (ha)l  be  al- 
lowed to  have  the  benefit  of  any  allowance  from  the  Paid  fund,  but  by  a 
minute  of  your  hoard,  on  proof  being  made,  to  their  fatisfa^lion,  of  the 
real  inability  of  the  party  to  continue  in  the  cxecuuon  of  the  duty  of  bia 
office  firom  age  or  infirmrtiti«    I  am, 

Gentjemcn, 

Tfeafuty  Chambers,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant^ 

iSthSept.  1797.  GfiORGB  ROSE| 

Cemmiffio/i£rs  Cuft(ms. 

\ 

GSNTLBMENt 

THE  Committto  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  on  Finance  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament  having  adverted  to  there  being  always  a  longer  in* 
lerval  between  the  making  up  the  balancfs  of  the  receiver- general  of  the 
tufloms,  weekly,  and  paying  the  money  into  the  Exchequer,  than  in  other  ' 

comiderable  branches  of  the  revenue,  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lordt. 
Comroiffioners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury  to  defire  you  wi|l  take  n^furea 
fof*  the  receipt  of  the  reventies  under  your  management  being  paid  intp 
the  Exchequer  on  the  Monday  or  Tuefday  in  each  week,  inliead  of  the 
Wedoefday,  as  at  prefent.    lam^-  j^- 

Gentlemen,  .«i 

TreafurV  Chambers>   •  Your  mofk  obedient  (irrvant, 

aSth  ^pt.  1797.  G£ORG£  ROSE. 

CcmmUkmrt  Cufmu* 

Gentlimen, 

REFERRING  to  a  ftatemeflt  in  page  4  of  the  Fourth  Report  from 

the  Seled  Committee  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  on  Finance,  &c.  in  the 

]ail  feiEon  of  parliament,  I  aip  Commanded  by  the  Lords  Coramiflignera 

ApjP£mP.  Vob.  U.  1798.  >  if 
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of  his  Majeilj*s  Tnafory  to  defire  that  yoa  will  acquaint  bu^  far  iki- 
Lordfliipt*  infonnationi  whether  the  diffi  ukies  aUudod  to  io  ibe  pqpcr  = 
the  13th  May  lal^  figntd  by  your  fecretary  (Appendix,  B.  b.)  act,  s. 
your  opinion,  of  i  uch  a  nature  a*  to  rtrnttr  inexpcdkot  the  adsfeioa  a 
the  nieaftm*  of  including  the  grofs  receipts  and  paymoita  in  the  Fhs&- 
fions  in  the  general  accuitnt  of  cuiioms  paiTrd  in  the  Exchcf{B^  ^  aai  s 
fiich  fhould  be  your  opinion,  that  >ou  wli  iiate  the  rcaibos  ma^ktitj 
enable  my  Lords  to  judge  fuiiy  of*  the  fubjc^,  and  to  ocplain  »  Fer- 
ment fatisfa^lorily  the  grounds  on  which  tbe^  may  have  decided  toadi^ 

the  iaggeftion,  or  to  puftpone  it  for  the  conMeratioa  of  Pa  ** 

I  am. 
P.S.  My  Lords  dciirc  yon  will  Gentlemen, 

'  tranimit  to  tfacm>  as  loan  as  pof*  Your  moft  obedicR  i 

(ible>  the  amount  of  the  abo^e-  GEMU^  EOS 

*  mentioned  duties  for  fire  years. 

Treafury  Chambers, 
aSth  Sept.  1797. 

'   Ctmmijbwrs  Cujlamfm 

GENTLEUENy 

THE  ftatements  made  of  the  revenoe  under  yoar  managaDCOt  tstr 
Comnutlce  of  the  Houie  of  Commons  on  Finance,  in  the  UA  6&&  ^ 
parliament,^  and  the  obfervations  made  by  the  Conunittc  tbereaMo,  kr- 
ing  been  under  the  confidcration  of  -the  Lords  CommiiGcHiera  «  his  X!h 
jc^^s  Treafury,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordlhipa  to  dircd  yoofif 
to  Eul  to  caufe  the  receiver-general  to  remit,  every  ncck^  the  balana  « 
ftAk  which  ihfH  ap^ar  to  be  in  his  hands,  from  the  account  fa«  hjf  bdst 
yon  weeklv,  liefenrtng  only,  at  the  ufual  periods  of  paying'  the  cftab>ife- 
ncnt  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  other  charges  of  the  civil  cftaUiAflnt 
payable  out  of  the  cuftoms  or  fait  duties,  fufficient  fuma  to  de6ay  tk 
fiune,  taking  care  that  at  all  other  times  the  receiver  ifaall  n5>C  detaia  is  \a 

•  hands  any  money  whatever,  my  Lords  being  of  opinion, That,  Abjcdta 
the  referving  the  Turns  necefTary  for  the  above  fervices,  the  revenoe  ndff 
^rour  loanagenasnt  fliould  be  remitted  to  the'  receiver- general  m  Loedaa 

*  ''with  tlie  fame  pun6tiiallty  as  the  latter  pays  his  balances  into  the  £j- 

chequer.     I  am^ 

Gentlemen, 
'     Treafury  Chambers,  Your  mqft  obedient  lervaot« 

•        a8rh  Sept.  17^7.  CEORGB  ROSE. 

\CQmmiJli9ners  CuftomSi 

Sra,  • 

THE  holidays  kept  at  ftveral  offices  under  govti^rttoetrt  fnvtffgheea 
under  the  obfervation  of  t4ie  Scle^  Committee  of  the  Hooie  of  CoanKs* 
on  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  feilioh  of  parliament;  aixi  they  fiarit^ 
cxprefled  an  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  public  fovke  that  tbe 
number  of  holidays  in  fome  of  tl^  offices  Ihould  be  reduced }  I  an  cca- 
manded  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  his  Majefty*s  TVeafurj  to  dktSt 
yoa  to  prepai^e  a^ill,  to  be  fubmltteSl  to  the  coniidcratioQ  of  FuliBcept, 
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for  reikictng  them  accordingly,  kaving  blanks,  for  the  prcfent,  for  the 
offices  and  the  particular  holidays  to'be  aholtlhed  in  each.    I  ana>  Sir, 

Yuur  mod  obedient  fervant, 
Treafury  Chambei**,  GEORQE  ROSE. 

aStti  Sepr.  1797. 

AJr.  L9*winfes. 

Sir, 

HAVING  received  your  letter  of  the  lith  of  laft  month,  fignifying 
that  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  C-nimitTioners  of  the  Treafury  direct 
us  not  to  it\l  to  caufe  iht  receiver- general  lo  remit  every  week  the  balance 
of  caih  which  ihall  appear  to  be  in  his  hinds  frona  the  account  he  lays  be- 
fqife  us  weekly,  fefcrving  only,  at  tlie  ufual  periods  of  paying  the  efta« 
bit  hjnent  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  other  chargee  of  the  civil  e^ablifh- 
nnm  payaole  out  of  the  cuftoms'^or  fait  duties,  fufficient  fums  to  w^efray 
the  fitmc,  taking  care  that  at  all  other  times  the  receiver  ih<ill  not  letain  m 
his  hands  any  monev  whatever,  their  LordOiips-  being  of  opinion,  that, 
fub;e£l  to  the  reierving  the  fums  necrfiary  for  the  above  fer vices,  the  re- 
venue tmder  our  management  ihould  be  remitted  to  the  receiver-general  in 
Ix>iKlon  with  the  fame  punctuality  as  the  htter  pays  his  bai^i^ces  into  the 
£xchequer,  we  not  only  dire£^cd  the  rcceiver-grneial  to  p.iy  implicit  obe- 
dience thereto,  but  alfo  dire£\ed  the  com^itrolkr- general  (o  attend  to  it: 
and  they  having,  in  confequence  of  thole  diteCtions,  bid  before  us  a 
Memorial,  copy  wtiereof  is  cnclofcd,  we  lequeit  yon  will  be  plealed  to 
lay  the  fame  before  their  Lordfhips  for  their  confiJeration  and  further  dl- 
re£lioiu.    We  are.  Sir, 

.Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervsyits, 
Cuftom.houfe,  Edinburgh,  WAV  IP  REID; 

oih  Oaober  1797.  J.  H.  COCKKANE, 

K.  E.  PHILIPS. 

Gnrgi  Rofi,  Efq.   , 

"  HoWOVRABtB  Sim, 

*«  HAVING  attentively  confidered  the  direflions  from  the  Lords 
CommifTioners  of  the  Treafury,  contained  in  Mr.  Secretary  Rofe**  letter 
to  your  Honours,  of  the  »8th  September,  with  regard  to  remitting  weekly 
to  London  the  whole  balances  of  cafli  on  the  revenues  of  cuiloms  and 
fait  duties  under  your  management,  we  hu.nbly  beg  leuvc  to  fubmit  the 
following  obteryations  : 

*«  If  the  annual  produce  and  expenditure  of  the  revenue  of  cuftoms  in 
Scotland  were  arranged  in  !b  r<.g:ular  a  in^imer,  that  the  wrrkly  receipts 
and  payments  bare  at  all  \\\x\^.  the  fame  proportion  to  each  other,  there 
could  be  no  obje^iou  to  the  mode  oi  r^m-ttancc  which  their  Loiilihips 
have  thought  proper  to  direct.  It  muft  be  obvious:  however,  to  your  Ho- 
nours that  this  is  very  far  from  l)eing  the  caf-. 

"  The  revenue  of  cuftoms  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  arifes  chiefly 
from  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  viz.  fn^ar,  w.iod, 
wines,  &c.  Thefe  articles  arc  often  iroportctl  at  one  fealon  of  the  year, 
while  the  payments,  to^rhich  the  duties  arifing  from  them  ayc  (iibjeiled  by 
law,  are  unavoidably  made  at  a  different  pcrioJ.  When  therelore  the 
produce  of  thefe  duties  is  paid  into  the  receiver-generil,  it  becomes  abiio^ 
luCely  necefFary  for  him  not  only  to  retain  in  his  hands  the  amount  ufually 

b  2  drawn 
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drawn  from  the  ctiftoms  for  the  fupport  of  the  ciril  eflablUhmeoe  ia  Scot* 
land  (for  which  alone  an  allowABce  it  made  in  the  dircdions  (rom  the 
Ix>rds  of  the  Treai'ury)  but  aUb  a  fttm  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  whole  de. 
mands  likely  to  be  nrude  on  the  office  between  the  time  cf  his  recenriog 
thefe  duties  and  the  period  at  which  he  innv  again  expert  a  fupply. 

'<  In  thefe  demands  are  to  be  included  the  necefiary  charges  ot  manage* 
mem,  the  bounties  allowed  on  the  uhsle  and  herring  fiftiuaes*  lo^hcr 
with  other  legal  and  unavoidable  paymeots,  the  exaS  amount  of  whscb 
It  is  impoflibTe  to  define. 

**  To  convince  your  Honours  that  the  current  f  eceipts  of  the  cnfixMRt 
at  particular  penods  of  die  year  are  wholly  infufticienr  to  anfwcr  rixicdc- 
mands,  we  beg  leave  to  ref' r  to  the  enclcf^d  accoupt  of  the  snonthly  re- 
ceipts and  payments  of  the  receiver-general*6  office,  from  the  5fli  Mardi 
to  the  5th  July,  in  the  prel'tnt  and  the  two  preceding  years. 

'*  By  this  account  it  will  appear  evident,  that,  with  the  exccprioB  of 
one  month,  in  which  the  receipts  and  expenditure  are  nearly  upon  a  pv, 
the  afual  payments  of  the  office  independent  of  the.  finna  drawn  by  tfce 
Barrns  ot  the  Exchecjocr,  have  not  only  exceeded  the  produce  off  tht 
confolidated  duties  of  cuAoms,  but  even  the  amount  of  the  coniblidktdi 
and  new  duties  taken  together,  which  Uft,  except  in  the  inftance  of  the 
bounty  granted  on  the  importation  of  foreign  giain,  have  not  hitbcrtobcen 
applrtd  to  any  p.^ymcuts  in  this  country .-^Tiie  only  means  by  which  tias 
exctfs  could  have  been  provided  for,  wa^  by  rcfirrving  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver -general  a  fum  fufficicnt  for  the  purpofe  from  the  receipts  of  for- 
mer month*.  Hud  the  mode  of  remittance  which  the  Lords  of  die  Tna- 
iury  have  now  thought  proper  to  dUtSi  been  then  adopted,  this  refinny 
woiiV}  have  buii  cut  off,  and  of  courfe,  during  the  period  alluded  to^aa 
entire  fufpenfion  muft  have  taken  place  of  thefc  payments,  to  which  the 
revenue  oi  cufloms  is  liable  by  la* . 

««  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  thedcties 
impofed  lince  the  confolid^'ion  a^  not  being  ufually  applied  to  paymeaCs 
here,  rray  he  remitted  in  the  manner  propofed,  or  whenever  the  fun  col- 
lefted  upon  them  fhall  appear  to  yotir  Honours  of  fufficient  importaaee.— 
But  with  regard  to  the  confolidated  duties,  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
tl>e  fpirit  of  the  dircftions  contained  in  Mr.  Secretary  Rofc's  letter,  has 
.already  been  complied  with,  in  fo  far  as  it  appears  confillcnl  with  tie 
public  fcrvice,  by  remitting  frcm  time  to  time  fuch  a  proportion  of  their 
roduce  a^i  cuxi'd  be  fpared  from  the  demands  to  which  they  are  liable 
iTe. — This  aflcrlon  will  be  clearly  lUuftrajcd  by  a  fiiort  abflhnd  of  tiic 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  cuftoms,  for  the  year  ended  loth  06uA»a 
JV56, — In  that  year  the  receipts  of  the  reccivcr-gcneral'sofficc  amoont- 
.tdio  -^  —  —  ^.141,66711     » 

Of  which   fum  were  remitted  to?  ^ 

London  —  |;C.  20,000 

And  paid  in  warrants  frcm  the  Ba-  -i 

rors  of  ExHii-quer,  for  thcTup- C      38,631     8     a 
port  of  civil  eltablilhmcnt,  &c.  j 

58,631     8    a 

There  rcmaijwl  3  balance,  which,  had  the  mode  of  1 

omittance  now  dire£>cd  been  then  purfucd,  would  f        83,036     3  — 
have  been  remitted  to  London,  of.  —  3 

Carried  forward        —        £•  83,036    3  — 

Brooshi 


I 


8TATB    PAPERS,   &C.  15 

Brought  forward        —        ^.  Is^o^^     |  — . 

Hut  in  the  fame  period  th?rc  were  1 

paid  by  the  recoiv  r-gencral  for  >  £.  X9,4aa     711 

c'iargt$  of  mana^eiTicnt  J 

Bouncy  on  the  whal**  Iriflwry     «—  «,8o6  17    4 

l>ii  the  hcrnftg  fiDitiy  —  *5»759-*3     yV 

Xo  the  trcafurcrs.ot  counties  for^ 


tranur.ittingt 
Iv   accounis 


'Sot  counties  for  "J 
o  London  month-  ( 
of  the  prices  off 


60 


grain 
Fur  bounties  on  for^ien  erain  and  \  o  -     , 

flour  imported       *    L  >        **'S*i     *     9l 

And  as  a  drawback  on  brimftonel 

uied  in  making  oil  of  vitriol      ) 


laS  10  — 


In  all        —  86,700  II     7{ 

"Which  finn  exceeded  the  balance  remaining  after  the  ?        ,  r/r.     o    ^1 
deduaioni  formerly  itatcd  by  —  J        ^.OH    »    7t 

•*  It  muft  be  obvious  then  to  your  Honours,  what  would  have  been 
the  Gonfci^ucn^e  of  remitting  that  balance  to  London  {  and  .it  feems  un- 
neccflary  to  add  any  thing  more  to  demonftrate  the  impofiibility  of  com- 
plying with  the  directions  of  tlte  Lords  of  the  Treafury ;  and  that  to 
eftaoiiih  any  other  rule  for  regulating  the  remittances  on  the  confoUdated 
duties  o£  cii(iboms,  than  that  v^bich  has  hithto-to  been  purfued,  is  in  every 
point  of  view  entirely  impr amicable.— With  refpeA  to  the  balances  on  tlie 
(alt  duties,  wc  have  only  to  obferve,  that  they  have  of  late  yeari  bceA 
bareiy  futHcient,  and  in  the  lafl  quarter  not  even  fuflficient  to  anff^  the 
demahds  from  the  Barons  of  Exchequer*  ai^d  the  other  payments  to  which 
they  are  liable  by  law. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be»  &c. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

HecrivefoOtnendi 

Cuftom.houfe,  Edinburgh,  RTCHARD  GARDNER, 

7*^  O^uber  1797.  Afliftant  ComptroUer-genenl. 
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GentlameNs 

THE  ftatcment  of  vour  receiver-general  and  afliftant  liccomptant. 
general,  in  »nfwer  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  laft  month,  liaving  been 
under  the  conGderation  of  the  Lords  Comroiifionera  of  his  Majefty's 
Treafoi^,  I  am  commanded  by  their  LordOiipt  to  acquaint  yon,  that  ob  • 
icEving  the  charges  of  mjinagemenr,  and  the  bounties  on  the  filberiea 
amount  each  to  iq^yvards  of  £.  20  per  cent.  00  the  revenue  under  youg 
msnagrmcnt,  'payable  at  times  when  the  current  duties  may  not  be  faffi. 
ciently  productive  to  fatisfy  the  (ame  i  their  Lord  (hips  are  aware  of  the  in- 
convenience which  might  be  experienced  by  remittances  being  made » a$ 
clefely  as.dire^td  by  my  letter  above  referred  to  $  but  my  Lords  are  ftiU 
of  opinion,  that  as  the  periods  for  paying  the  charges  of  manageaient  are 
r^olar,  and  the  bounties  on  the  fifheries  are  probably  demandable  at  the 
lajoe  ieafon,  provilion  may  )ie  made  for  fatisfying  theie  at  the  ufual  times, 
Aibje^t  to  whrch  it  is  their  Lordflitp*s  pleafure  the  revenue  fiiould  be  re- 
xnitted,  as  they  vrere  before  pleaied  to  direct,  in  confequence  of  ^ie  fiig- 
geftions  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  }  and  I  have  it  in  command  from 
their  Lord(hipa,  to  defire  you  will  enforce  thefe  dire6lioos  with  the  vtmoft 
cafe  and  vigilance.— -The  other  bounties,  ftated  in  the  paper  by  your  offi- 
£cers,  for  grain  and  flour,  it  may  be  hoped  will  not  occur  again  foon,  • 

As  no  difficulty  arii'es  with  refpcd  to  the  new  duties,  nw  Lords  are 
perfuaded  they  will  be  remitted  in  future  pun^ually  as  propoled. 

My  Lords  think,  a  ftri^  obfervance  ot  thefe  diicdions  of  io  much  fro* 
portance,  that  they  arc  ptcafcd  to  order  that  an  annual  ftatement  of- the 
revenue  under  your  management  fliall  be  made  as  early  in  January  as  it 
tan  be  prepared,  ihowing  the  amount  of  the  receipts,  payments,  and  re- 
mittances, in  every  month,  and  the  amount  of  the  balance  remaming  on 
the  laft  day  of  each,  which  you  will  tranfmit  regularly  for  the  informatioii 
of  their  Lord(hips.     I  am. 

Gentlemen,  &c. 

Treafury  Chambers;  GEORGE  ROSE. 

14th  0£l.  1797.  / 

Commijtown  Cuftomj, 

S<otland, 

.'* 

»:•  • 

GSNTLBHiEN, 

A  confolidation  and  Hmplificat'on  of  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms  having 
been  recommended  by  the  Sek£t  Committee  of  the  Hovfe  of  Commons  on 
Finance,  in  the  laft  feftion  of  parHament,'  as  likely  to  contribute  greatly  to' 
iecure  and  increafe  the  colle61ion  of  the  duties,  and  to  be  attetided  ^ith 
advantages  ftated  in  their  obfervatioHs  ;  the  Lords  Commfflioners  of'  his 
Majefiy*s  Treafury  command  me  to  tranfmft  to  you  copies  of  letters  which 
were  written  by  me  in  ^he  year  i^^SS,  to  one  of  the  members  of  your  board, 
by  Older  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  fubjeA  j  which  arc 
as  follow": 

«  Sir,  «  CufFnells,  s6th  June  1788. 

*■  IT  is  a  matter  of  confiderable  conJequence  to  the  commercial  in-  . 
"  tereft  ef  the  coimtry,  that  a  compendieus  digeft  ftioutd  be  formed  of  all 
**  the  laws  which  relate  to  the  importation  and  exportation  of  merchant 
**  diae,  conprebending  a  dear  and  diftinA  table  of  duties  and  <liawbacks, 
**  where  the  merchant  and  dealer  may  find  every  ciicumftanee  of  prohibi. 

"  tSOB 


i6  STATIC  fApzns,  Sic. 

<<  tMll  or  Kgukt«n,  which  can  in  any  way  relate  to  each  article  C»  * 
**  the  laws  may  poffibly  extend,  arranoeo  alphabetically,  whetlw 
**  fically  charged  with  duty  or  not.  You  arc^  J  km  Aire,  aware  th^  dt 
<<  operation  of  the  taws  whi/h  regulate  the  importarion  of  gooda  mta  cfc» 
"  kingdom  i»  fo  extenfive,  that  there  are  few  articles  (and  cbole  of  Ustk 
^  moment)  but  what  may,  under  fome  circumlhinctfs  of  importation,  be- 
*■  come  fn-ohtbited.  The  ability  and  uncommon  induAry  wnb  which  yiM 
<*  prepared  the  ubles  and  fcfaedules  for  the  confoHdation  a6l  afcfrtain  bcw 
**  peculiarly  yo«i  are  qualified  for  fuch  an  undertaking :  1  have  Mr.  P:ti*g 
«<  direftions,  therefore,  to  aflure  you,  that  you  cauhot  render  a  mocv  ac' 
*<  ceptable  feririce  than  by  turning  your  attetiHon  as  early  a*  poffible  m 
<<the  belt  means  of  carrying  fuch  a  plan  into  execution.  In  onler, 
V  however,  to  render  it  more  generally  ufeful,  and  to  prevent  nulcss- 
**  Aruftion  as  far  as  poiTibley  it  will  be  defirable  that  die  panicuiar  <k-' 
*<  cumftanCes  of  prohibition,  to  which  every  article  mj  bo  liable,  flioaU 
"  brinferted)  either  under  each,  or  by  a  retercnce  to  a  note  at  rhe  bottoas 
**  of  the  page  $  and  alfo,  that  the  articles  (hould  be  poinded  out  ( which  aie 
**  enumerated  m  the  fchedules  and  tables  befofc  alluded  to^  the  unpoita. 
«  tion  whereof  is  not  reftrained  by  any  particular  ftatute,  and  wh-xb  tlicrr^ 
"  fore  may  be  brought  into  this  country  from  any  part  of  Europe,  with- 
**  oot  regard  to  the  built  or  ownerfliip  of  the  vdlel. 

*<  If  yoo  can  find  leifure  to  undertake  this  work,  you  will  base  the 
**  goodnefs'to  report  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  the  progret&  you  make  ia 
*<  It,  fumiflilnfif  me  with  copies  of  fuch  parts  of  the  tabk  as  you  may  bafv 
**  completed,  £at  they  may  be  taken  into  early  confideration. 

*<  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

-*  GEORGE  ROSE.* 

««  Great  George-fireet* 
"  Silt  *'  48th  Oaobcr  17M. 

"  AT  the  very  time  I  am  fending  ypu  the  inciofisd  letter,  and  iso. 
**  prefled  as  I  am  with  the  importance  of  the  Aibjefl  of  it,  I  feel  it  iadif^ 
**  penfably  necefiary  to  call  your  attention  to  another  matter  %  which  m 
**  point  of  time  is  ftill  more  prcfling  $  let  me  entieat  you  will  giveyoar 
*<  whole  attention  to  that.  The  B<»rd  indeed  muft  do  without  the  at- 
*'  tendanct  of  Mr.  Stiles  and  yourfelf  for  a  month  or  two.  f  have  fpdces 
**  to  Mr.  Boone  on  the  bufinefs  this  morning. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  Sec. 
•  The  inveftigation  refpeaing  the  fees^  "  GEORGE  ROSE.** 

&c.  in  which  Mr.  Frewin  and  Mr.  Smiles 
were  afterwards  employed  under  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament. 

•«  Great  Geotge.ftrett» 
«  Sir,  "  a9th  oaober  17SJ. 

<<  I  DfD  not  omit,  while  I  was  in  HampiKire»  to  eotffidercha  post  of 
^  the  work  which  you  have  executed,  in  confequence  of  mj  former  kner  to 
*<  you,  with  the  beft  attention  I  could  give  it ;  and  I  have  gcsat  ptcafore  in 
"  aifiiring  yo»,  that  it  is  execured  with  great  ability  and  appaient  acca> 
**  racy,  precifcly  in  the  manner  it  was  wiihed  ;  what  is,  howcvHs-,  «f  idi- 
"  nitely  more  importance,  it  meets  with  Mr.  PittH  entire  approbttioa,  to 
«  whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  commuaicating  it  wice  niy  nstim 
**  to. town. 


«i  I. have  only  ta  entreat*  that  yoamtB  proceed  en  it  .^h  4t  wrach 
**  0ntdi6oxk  as  the  difficulty  of  the  buTinefa  will  permit»  and  to^  afftire 
«<  you  that  it  will  not  be  Mr.  Pitfs  fauU  if  yon  do  not  neef  with  a  fuit- 
**  able  reward, 

«  I  anit  €ir,  &c* 

««  GEORGE  ROSE.** 

In  conreqoeocr  of  the  dirtAiont  in  thefe  letters  you  will  learn  from 
Mr.  Frewin,  that  he  hat  at  different  times  fince  that  period  made  a  very 
coniiderable  progrefs  in  the  work  entnifted  tp  htm;  and  that^  laborious 
and  extenfive  as  it  is,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  it  may  be  ready  to  be  Tub. 
mitfeed  to  the  condderation  of  Parliament  in  about  twelve  months  $  'but  aa 
tbe  Scle8. Committee  on  Finance  Ibite  further,  that  it  has  beeh  reprefented 
Co  them,  that  all  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms  might  be. clearly  and  corre6Uy 
arranged  under  the  heads  of  exportation,  importation,  and  carrying  coaft- 
wife  or  internally ;  and  that  the  principles  being  few,  the  text  of  tlie  law 
might  be  com|>ri(ed  within  a  narrow  compafs,  and  the  details  of  enume- 
ration be  diftriboted  into  feparate  fcheduies  for  each  clais  of  articles,  I 
have  it  further  in  command  from  my  Lords  to  refer  you  to  the  paffage  m 
the  report  alluded  to,  page  15,  and  to  the  papers  {I<.  i  &  a.)  in  the 
Appendix,  with  directions  to  you  to  report  whether,  in  confequence  of 
the  fitid  fuf geftfons,  it  may  be  proper,  m  your  judgment,  to  vary  the 
method  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Frewin  in  my  letters,  and  which  he  has  puf- 
fued  to  nearly  a  completion. 

lam, 

TnaTury  Chambers,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

Tith  Oaober  17^7.  GEORGE  ROSE.  ' 

CommifkMdrs  Cufiowu* 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  his  Majefty*t 
Treafury, 

May  rr  pxbaib  yovr  Lordships, 

IN  obedience  to  your  commands,  fignified  by  Mr.  Rofein  his  letter 
of  the  11th  Odober  (aft,  on  the  fubjeA  of  confoUdating  and  fimpli^ng, 
the  laws  of  the  cuftomi,  as  recommended  by  the  Select  Committee  or  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  fe/Con  of  parliament,  we  have 
given  the  &id  letter^  and  the  matters  therein  referred  to,  our  beft  confide* 
ration,  as  alfo  a  letter  from  Mr.  Frewin,  in  anfwer  to  one  written  by  our 
iecretary,  in  purfuance  of  our  order  on  the  faid  fubje£t|  a  copy  of  which 
wt  annezi  and  refpeftfolly 

REPORT, 

That  no  rcaibn  has  ocurred  to  ni,  in  coniequence  of  the  phin prd^ 
potmded  to  tbe  Seleft  Committee  on  Finance  by  Mr.  Cooper,  one  of  the 
fbUcitora  to  this  board,  for  any  fuipenfion  of,  or  deviation  from  the  worit 
ilatcd  to  be  carrying  on  by  Mr.  Frewin,  to  have  ajreedy  had  k  high 
ian^tion,  and  to  be  coniiderably  adfanced  towards  completion.' 

In  fubmitting  however  thi a  remark,  we  thinlc  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
oblerye,  that  thil  judgment  is  formed,  not  upon  any  inipeAion  or  exa- 
niination  of  fuch  plans,  but  upon  their  general  fcope  and  nature. 

AP'RNDt  Vol,  II,  1798.  c  That, 


1 8  ftTATB   PAFERSi  ict. 

That,  in  Vefpeft  to  Mr.  FrewlnH  plan,  we  hjxft  to  ftate  to  your  Lorl- 
ihipsy  that  if  any  detail  thereof  liad  been  laid  before  thia  Bean*  accoed- 
ing  to  the  mode  aniverrally  pmfued  by  ot  in  all  mattera  lUtfioJ  §qr  oar 
coofideratioD  and  opinion,  it  wquld  have  been  out  of  our  power  to  voitnre 
fuch  opinion,  without  confohing  oar  moft '  competent  and  pndkal<^ 
cert,  and  taking  the  bell  aid  and  experience  to  oe  obtaunod  in  oar  de- 
piirtment* 

That,  in  refped  of  the  other  plan>  wc  have  made  a  lefeimce  Co  Mr. 
Cooper,  to  the  following  cSt£k : 

<*  nth  0£lober,  17.97. 

"  Ma.  ROSE  having*  by  hit  letter  to  the  Board  of  the  iitft  Oc- 
**  tober  inftint,  referred  to  the  evidence  given  to  the  SeleA  Coamifrce 
*<  on  Finance,  (L.  2.)  in  the  appendix  to  their  fourth  report,  Mr, 
"  Cooper  it  hereby  dirc^ed  to  recur  to  what  he  hat  therein  ftated*  n- 
**  fpeaing  any  mode  or  plan  for  the  confolidation  and  fimplificatlon  of 
*'  the  lawi  of  the  cuftomt  $  and  fo  foon  at,  upon  Hue  confitferatioa,  faeii 
<<  enabled  To  to  do,  he  it  to  lay  before  the  Board  any  fuggeftion  or  oodiae 
**  he  it  prepared  to  ofier,  for  carrying  into  eflFcd  the  accompliflttacot  of 
•*  the  plan  alluded  to/* 


That  a  (implificatioo  and  confolidation  of  the  lawa  of  the 
would  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  much  public  benefit. 

That  at  all  eventt  the  execution  of  a  meafure  fo  exteofive  and  lb  io* 
portant  would  demand  the  utrooft  care  and  accuracy,  aa  well  at  grot 
length  of  time,  to  complete  ;  and  therefore  both  phnt/  aa  far  aa  we  oa- 
derftand  the  fubjed,  appearing  to  be  materially  diftiniS  in  their  ofajedH 
it  will,  ^e  Aibmit,  be  highly  defirable  that  the  public  Ihoold  reap  tk 
benefit  of  one,  now  fo  far  advanced,  while  the  other  is  tending  to  con- 
pletion. 

THO»  BOONE. 
Cuftom-houfe,  W.  E.  AGAB. 

5th  December  1797-  WILL*  ROE. 

J.  BAT^S. 

Great  George^ftreet, 
Dbar  8ia,  1 5th  OAobcr  1797. 

IN  anfwerto  your  letter  of  the  t3th  inftant,  1  have  \o  reqodl  yoa 
will  inform  the  Board,  that  I  coafider  the  plan  of  the  wor);  I  have  ka; 
l»een  engaged  in  at  fuUy  explained  in  Mr.  Rofc^t  letter  to  me,  of  the  xith 
June  17S8,  now  before  the  Board.  I  have  made  confidcrabk  progxeft  ia 
this  bufineft,  purfuing  the  plan  laid  down  in  that  letter,  ioid  I  have  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  may  be  completed  in  about  ba^elva  mootha  }  but 
although  the  work  it  from  a  variety  of  caufet  at  prefent  in  an  imperfed  ftafe, 
I  will  with  great  pleafura  communicate  to  the  Board  any  part  of  if,  or  acy 
further  explanation  tbqr  may  wiih  to  be  fumiAied  with,  pcefaming  tfas 
the  papert  fo  communicated  will  not  be  confidered  in  any  rented  aaoficiti, 
but  merely  for  the  peruial  of  the  Board,  and  the  Board  only. 

I  am,  &(•  &c. 

R.  FREWIN. 
James  Humft  Sfq*  c 

SlB« 


i 


«TATX  PAPBHI,   &C.  l9 

Sir* 

IN  coHTeduence  of  your  letter  of  the  sSth  of  8epfemt>er  1ail»  fi  gnifying; 
tltedefire  of  the  Lords  CemroiffioDen  of  hit  Majefty*s  Treafury»  that  this 
Board  will  take  meafares  for  the  receipt  of  the  revenue  under  thcirma- 
nageroenc,  being  paid  into  the  Exchequer  on  the  Monday  or  Tuefday  in 
each  «reek  inftead  of  the  Wednefday,  at  at  present,  the  Commiifionert 
called  upon  the  Receiver-general  for  his  report  thereon,  and  be  having 
ftsted  that  the  Tvefday  morning  in  each  week  would  be  the  earKeft  tinie 
in  which  fach  payment  could  be  made  with  any  decree  of  (afety, 

I  have  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordlhips*  infonnation, 
that  this  Board  have  therefore  direftra  the  faid  Receiver- general  to  make 
hit  payments  in  future  into  the  Exchequer  on  Tuefils^  in  every  week,  in- 
ftcad  of  on  Wednefdav,  as  is  now  the  praAsce ;  and  that  an  -account  of 
the  fum  fo  paid  in  be  laid  before  the  CommifBoners  on  the  following  board 
day»  together  with  a  ftatement  of  the  balance  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
Recdv^-general  $  and  this  Board  fubmit  to  their  Lordifaips  the  propriety 
ol  dire£lions  being  Tent  to  the  Exchequer,  hi  order  that  the  moneypaiS 
In,  as  before  ilated,  mjly  in  future  be  received  by  theExchequer  Officers 
on  the  Tuefiiay  in  each  week.— -I  am  alfo  further  commanded  to  obferve, 
that  the  Receiver- genera!  being  required  by  the  4th  of  Ann,  cliapr6.  to 
snake  his  payments  into  the  Exchequer  every  Wedoefday,  the  Gbmmlfidii- 
ers  are  of  opinion,  notwithftandine  the  acqiiiefcence  of  the  prefent  Re* 
cdver-general,  that  a  daufe  in  fome  aft  of  Parliament  will  oe  neoeflDuy, 
direAing  fucb  payment  to  be  made  on  the  TueTday  in  every  week»  wherefy 
all  futujne  receivers-geneial  will  be  compelled  to  make  their  payments  ac- 
eonfioglyi  and  this  Board  have  therefore  given  dircAions  to  tlior  foiicitor 
to  prepare  a  daufe  to  that  effeft. 

CoftoiD-houre,  I  am»  &c« 

7th  December  1797*  J.  HUME* 

CemrgiRofe,  Ej\. 

Mat  it  plbasb  touh  Lohdihips, 

Mr.  ROSE  havmg,  by  his  letter  of  the  iSth  September  kft  (No.  3.) 
amongft  other  matters,  fignified  that  the  Seleft  Committee  on  Finance 
having  cxprefled  an  opinion,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  compenfate  the  offi« 
cers  S  this  revenue  in  difierent  fituations  for  the  deprivation  of  their  ho* 
iidays  $  and  that  he  is  commanded  by  jour  LordAtips  to  direft  us  to  have 
iniMr  our  confideration  what  addition  it  may  be  proper  to  make  to  the  aa« 
comet  of  Aicb  officers  on  that  aecoont^  or  whether  any  occafional  indul- 
gence may  not  be  given  them  in  itcu  of  the  .holidays,  without  interfering 
with  the  tranfoftions  of  the  ordinary  bufinefs  at  the  cnftom-bouiey  and  to 
.  report  our  ophiion  thereupon  to  your  LonHhipe. 
In  obedience  to  your  Lordflitpe*  find  comnuuids, 

WE  REPORT, 

That  occafional  indulgence,  as  alluded  to  in  the  above  matter  of  refo- 
'  rence  in  fieu  of  holidays,  coukl  not,  we  apprehend,  be  introduced  with 
iyftenuitic  convenience  to  the  fervice  or  accommodation  to  trade,  nor  pro- 
bably without  the  augmentation  of  office,  and  confequent  increafe  of^ex- 
pence,  and  therefore  the  only  alternative  lef^  is  the  other,  alfo  fuggefted 
by  your  Lordflisps»  launelyi  an  addition  to  the  income  of  the  officer. 

c  a  In 


In  further  obedience  to  your  Lordihipi*,  ordery  in  oAering  a 
ftt  to  the  ^ymtum  of  foeh  additUmy  we  fiibmit  with  ffwai  ^ 
whether  the  moft  fair  and  c^M^te  pomtpie  xoMf  not  be  bf  an  in 
income  to  the  officer  in  proportion  to  the  additional  labour  and 
required  of  him. . 

In  order  that  your  Loid/hipt  may  form  Tome  general  idea  of  the  < 
of  this  compeniatlon»  we  think  it  right  to  remark,  at  far  aa  we 
prdloit  enabled  to  form  a  ju(%ments  that  fereral  cUiet  of  oficerav 
Sie  department  will  have  no  claim  to  this  (ort  of  remuncntioo  |  tMc  lo 
which  we  thus  refer  are,  oflEicerf  whofe  ofiUial  duty  doea  not  iiriiMi  ia 
coqTtauence  of  holidays,  and  thoft  wbo»  being  paid  by  the  (by  wbon  en- 
ployed,  will,  fo  far  from  being  injured,  receive  benefit  by  the  rmilatioo  { 
ana  alfo  fuch  other  officen  aa  will  be  compenfated  for  the  loft  of  fcca  and 
gratuitica  under  the  intended  roeafure  of  their  abolition,  wiU  likawlfr»  w« 
apprehend^  be  excluded  from  cbim  forcompeniation  on  this  j 


HaviAg  thii4  fuboutted  our  opinion  on  the  auefkiona  referrad  to 
have  only  to  wait  youc  LonUhsga*  dirc^as  tor  our  govemmcsu 

THO*  BOOMER 

W.  STILES, 
CnAom-hbiift,  F*  P.  LUTTRBU^ 


K« 


(      2t      ) 


No.  II. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  fbe  Fifth  VLefKfrt  of  tkt  Miflt 
Comaiktee  on  Finance,  appointed  m  the  laft  Sefiion  of 
Parliament. 

Excise. 

Gentlemen, 

npHE  Lords  Commiflioncrt  of  hit  Majefty^t  Tmfurjr  obferving  by  the 
-^  Fifth  Report  of  the  Seleft  Committee  of  Ftmmce  appointed  by  the 
Houft  of  Commons  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  oarliamcnty  that  the  net  emolu- 
ments of  Mr.  Viviany  one  of  your  folicitorsy  amounted,  in  the  year 
1796,  to  £.  3»346  f./.  S}i.  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordihips  to  de* 
fire  you  will  tranfmit  to  me  an  account  of  all  the  Aims  paid  for  law  churgn 
in  his  deoartment,  diftinguifhing,  under  different  heada,  the  amoont  of 
fumt  paid  by  him,  and  to  whom. 

I  am,  GcntlenCD,  &e. 
Treafurv  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

»tth  Sept.  1797. 

Comai^murs  Exeifi^ 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  of  bit 
MAJESTY'S  TREASURY. 

May  it  please  your.  Lo&dsiTips, 

^  IN  obedience  to  your  Lordfliips*  commands,  fignified  to  us  by  Mr. 
Roie^s  letter  of  the  xSth  September,  we  have  the  honour  of  tranfmltting 
to  your  Lordflups, 

**  An  Account  of  all  the  fums  paid  for  law  charges  in  the  department 
**  of  Mr.  Viinan,  one  of  the  (blicitors  of  Excife,  between  5th  April 
**  1796.  and  5th  April  1797*  diftinguilhing  under  different  heads  the 
**  amount  of  fums  [Mid  by  hiro,  and  to  whom.** 

Weaie, 

Your  Lordihips*  moft  obedient, 
and  noft  htUnble  lenrants, 
Exciie-office,  London,  M.  WHISH, 

aid  Dec.  9797.  h  OLMIUS, 

T.  CASWALL, 
R.  NICHOLAS, 
A.  PHIFPS. 


An 


\ 


2%  tTATX  TAnUt  te. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  all  the  Straw  paid  by  Mr.  Vivian*  one  «£  lie 
Charget  in  his  Department :  diftrngoUhing  under  ^^ 


mad  to  the  SoUcitOTt  bong  the  anoont  of  hit  bills 
fobw  charges  -  -/  -  i«t7W    9    f 

Sunt  paid  by  the  colleaon  in  the  country  far  the  ex- 
peuccs  of  witneflet  attending  the  Court  of  Exchetpicr         9^1    4-   H.        I 

Skins  paid  W  the  dcrk  of  the  incidaDts  for  the  oqpences 


CaitfcdoTiT       i       £.ia»7t»    5  «•* 


nkrs  ?APB&8,  &e. 


«S 


Solicitors  of  Escifet  'fibm  5th  April  1796  to  5th  April  1797,  for  Ltw 
beads  the  amount  of  Sums  paid  by  huAf  and  to  whom. 


Sums  ptid  by  the  Sdicitor. 


*     >    Connfels  Fees* 


The  Attorney  General 

The  Solicitor  General 

Mr.  Ncwnham 

Mr.  Ridley 

Mr.  George  Wood    - 

Mr.  Richvds 

Mr.  Campbell 

Mr.  Hall 

Clerks  to  the  attorney  and  folicltor  general^  and  other 
counfel  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Hewfon,  conveyancer^s  fees 

The  deputy  remembrancer's  fees 

Clerk  to  the  deputy  remembrancer 

Thelheriff*s  fees  for  naming  fpecial  juries,  attending, 
calling  over  the  juror*s  names  in  caufes,  and  re-fum- 
moiring  juries  ... 

Special  and  common  jurymen 

The  Lord  Chief  Barents  marihars  fees  1  Officers  of  the 

The  ulhcr's  fifes  -  >    Court  of 

The  oyer's  fees        -  -  J    Exchequer. 

Meflrs*  Wood  and  Bennett,  the  Crown's  cierks  in  court, 
fees  and  difburfements 

Mr.  Walker,  the  Crown's  clerk  in  court  in  the  Exchequer 
of  Pleas 

The  under  iherifF  of  Middlerex's  fees  on  the' 
execution  of  commifiions  for  extents 

Fees  to  the  jurymen  on  the  execution  of 
commiflions  for  extents 

Ftet  to  the  commifiioners  to  find  Crown's 
debts  to  ground  extents 

Fees  to  the  baron's  clerks  and  fervants  on 

afiidiivits  for  baron's  fiats  for  extents,  &c.   Ifett, 

Mr,  Miles,  the  Crown^s  clerk  in  court  agent's  '      «J 
fees  on  making  out  writs  of  extent 

Chaife  hire  and  other  travelling  expences  in 
going  to  the  barons*  country  houfes,  and 
OB  the  circuit,  to  obtain  fiats  for  extents, 
and  two  journies,  the  one^o  Lynn  and  the 
other  to  Maidftone  on  extents,  and  coach 
hire  in  town 

SheriflTs  fees  for  warrants,  fenrice  of  warrants  and  re- 
turns to  writs  .  .  1 


&c. 
extents. 


on 


£.    s.    d. 

786    5^ 

366    9  — 

318    3- 

169     X  — 

150    J*- 

4    4  — 

15  «5  — 

18  18  —I 

76  14  — 

a    a  — 

79    a    « 

15  IS  — 


306     X  — 

455  »4  — 
158    a    S 

65  17  — 

66  a-- 

2,140    6    3 

a    1  10 

3a-    6 

39  —  — 
xa8    %^ 

X9  i»  — 
16  15  ^- 


47  rs    I 
75     S    at 


Carried  over       —       £.51455    5    » 


B|pugbtoT8r       -»       £*<^7H    5  t»{ 

^    N.B.— Ai  the  net  emolument  iiPflii  Wi^MSflp^-^  "'"      "'"  ' 

pear,  by  thii  account,  to  exceed  tWart^dft*  WhfdF^'*"  '*   '  *    ""  ' 

wai  rctnmctf  to  the  Sdea  Caiiia|ittce  oa  Fhiance  b^    ' 

£.  %^%o  7s.  si'-    »t  may  be  proper  to  teiinA.bJf''      '•  * 

wky  of  explanation,  that  tbe  folicitor^a  fepM,'  tfjNNf  ^    ^  ^ 

whteh  that  return  wsia  foundoi,  «ras  drawn  from*  A'*  ^ '  '"'""*     * 

aviera^e  of  his  emolumtnti  for  ttaice  Teafr,  6f  wWcV'*"'     * ' " 

that,  for  which  tbe  prefent  accoujt  hat  been  made  out  ^ 

in  ftrift  conformity  to  the  oidcra^of  the  LohJt  "Com*   ' 

miiltoaeri  of  his  Majefty's  TreafHry,  was  tbe  laft. 

Hit  charges  6>r  each  of  tfatttt  tbne  yeara  diftiaEyy^ 
ara^ltfk^)  viz. 

'  Yearendini^^th  April  j;^|    •  .    ^^66  is  — 
-     HI*  Jtli  ApnTi79^"   .       7,7Qg  13  10 

--   A    ♦  5th  April  1797  .  ^     1^79S.9    t. 

Tbe  snfg^t  gf.wyc^js    -    ^SiS^S  * J   ^ 


And  as  it  may  i)t  pldbmed  thxf  the  ftflicltor^s  pay-  J 

nehfa  tor  Aft  two  former  yean  ^re  the^  Tame  uopor- 
tioA  to  his  total  Hiargea  as  tn  W  hft ;  and  if  a  de-     .,  ^'^  ' 
dullioi^be'itoadeof  the  £.  soo  annually  paid  by  l^im  ;  ' '' 
to  the  deputy  folidtor,  the  average  of  bis  profits  will  ' '    .       \ 
be  about  £.3,777.  13  J,  3|^.     '     :\.    !  V^' 

There  will  4liU  remain  a  difference  from  the  return         •  >  «- 
made  to  tbe  Commktee,  ariiidi  the  Boardr  ooticc»riag  * 
Mr.  Viriai^  the  proper  perfoB.fi»aoe«Nitf(uvlMlreeBiU    •*   -  ' 
'cd  upon  him  to  do  fo  1  and  he  has  ftand,  tbaf  he  fuisl 
tber  deduAed  the  fidariea  fMt^  hm  dMa,  wkh  otten  < 

incidental  diiburfemenls  noceflarily  arifing  in  the  tranf- 
aAion  of  his  bufinefs. 


I 


■J 


•i 


Total        — .       £.  11,78a     5  loi 


'£jKin!  Once,  l«oDdooy  7 

5        '  -JA' 


%»i9tit.  »7,7.       5        4..JA'  WEBB,  Accomp*  Gerf. 


tTATB   PAFBtfti  ScC*  ftj 

Sums  paid  by  the  Solicitor. 

Brought  afwX.5,4S5    $    « 


Pees  on  the 
» condemnation 
of  feizures. 


39     5  — 
36- 


CoinmSfioncrs^  feet  fot  eseeotiof  Indcn- 

toiiit  of  sppnuKmcDt  rar  the  condcn* 

nation  of  icisaits 
Keftizin^  officers*  face  on  the  ciccutjon 

of  hkuntuics  of  »pratr«iiieiit  Ibr  die 

coodemnation  of  feitures 
^fr.  Miles,  th^  CrownV  cieik  in  court 

agent*s  fiees  for  making  out  writs  of 

delivery  on  the  condemnation  of  letx- 

tires,  &c.  -  'J 

The  fecretary  of  bankrupts*  fees  on  iearches  for  dockets  for 

commiflions  of  bankrupt  codifcover  infalvcDcy  of  Crawn^a 

debtors  -  •  -  -  59  x^  m» 

Wttncfles*  expellees  attending  trials  -  100    $    /{ 

Coach  hire  and  clerk*s  cxpences  attcndinf  triab,  uga^ 

.mcnts,  &c.  -  -^  -  -  II  10    • 

BtiltfTs  fees  for  arrefts  under  attacfamenti  -  .  4    4  ..» 

Sheriff^s  and  officers*  fees  on  leating  habeas  oorpuicfl  to 

bring  prifimers  before  the  Court  of  Exchequer*   and 

leaving  orders  of  court  •  -  -  3    9^ 

Service  of  fubpoenas  ad  refpondendttm»  and  f«{ariiig  affi*    . 

davits  of  shetr  feTvioe  -  -  •  44    5  «• 

Senrice  of  fubpoenaa  to  teftify,  and  conduft  aumey  id  the 

Crowirs  witneies  -  -  -  49  ii     € 

Stamps  Ibr  indentures  of  a]^raifcment  for  the  condenina- 

tioo  of  icieures,   leafes*  ielea&s»  bonds*  affidavits*  in- 

foraiatums,  replications,  rejoinderSf  demurrers*  &«•  and 

for  parclunent  •  •  . 

Robert  Collins*  cofts  of  his  proiecutian  on  the  bail-bond 
Cofts  on  the  amendment  of  Mark  Pratie&*s  information 
MeArs  Thomas  and  Dudfe,  for  making  out  an  account  of 

the  cpiantttjcrs  of  glaf»,  &c.  made  by  Meflrs  Pidcock 

within  threi;  years  •  •  • 

Tipfhff  .  ^  . 

Sheriff*8  poundage  on  levying  Andrew  Barclay*s  verdi£l 
Searching  at  Ooftors  Commons 
Kxtraa  of  a  will 

Baron*s  order  •  •  •  -       . 

Potting  letters  into  pofi  and  pbAage 
Bagbnrer  and  record-keeper  for  ieardies 
Porters  and  their  expences 
Carriage  of  leather  from  Briftol 
Carriage  of  £xci&  books  finom  Stourbridge 

By  payments  in  the  country 

Ditto  by  the  ckrk  ot  incidents 

Solicitor's  emolumcntt 

Total 
Appero.  Vol.  II.  179!*  d 
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GCNTLtMtN» 

THE  delay  m  the  remltnuKe  of  the  money  arifiag  from  the  iroeBve 
under  your  management  has  heen  oihnttd  upoo  by  tlK;CoiiinuttBe  of  die 
Uoule.of  ^Commons  on  Finance»  in  tlie  laA  ieflion  of  porUuncBt  §  anJ  ob 
an  attentive  confidcration  of  the  fobjciElt  the  X«ordt<  Coaum&aaen  of  hk 
MajeRy'i  Treafury  Are  of  opinioni  that  j:eauttan€et  nuy  be  poade  msdk 
Siora  expoditioufly  than  at  prefent,  a»  well  by  the  coUedora  to  Ednborg^ 
94  from  thence  to  London,  e&eckUy  as  far  aa  relatea  to  tkn  latu^.  la 
England,  the  colkdlcrs  pay  tne  Vfionty  into  the  handa  of  tbe  ictBtiien*  on 
an  average,  within  two  or  three  days  after  they  nrcei?e  it.  and  alwavt 
within  fix  daYs  j  it  is  probably  that  in  fome  parts  to  which  your  joni- 
di6^ion  extends,,  the  colk^^s  may  not  be  able  to  get  biila  ox  Edinborgk 
(b  expedltioufly,.  l^ut  th^  0|Qu|4  ip  ^  caift,  where  it  ta  pUBbW*  remit 
the  ca0i  before  they  jiniih  their,  colic Aions.  Kfy  Lords  dircft  me  a2ib  to 
obferve  (ha^'their  expefbtions  of  regular  remittances  by  the  coUe&ocs,  ia 
future,  extends  as  we})  to  th^  licence  and.  import  dutiea»  aa  to  all  die 
qjtheFPl  1^  it  does  jiot  appear  that  any  good  teaJbn  can  be  ajRgncd  Sk  a 
C8ntj(]p'y  prafltce  having  prevailed* 

The  detention  of  tbe«ubtic  money  by  the  receiver- gaonraJ  ia,  howevo, 
moft  complaifiatf  of  by  uie  O^aittcc,  and  to  this  point  I  mb  dGrcAed  br 
my  Lords  to  call  your  attention  In  a  particular  roaanet:  there  can  be  ot 
dificuity  in  afcertaitiing  the  tamdt  aonOunt  of  the  aftmt  bsbnoo  ia  tb 
bnuti  of  ^he  receiver-general  every  week,  although  hia  voncbsa  aiv 
checked,  as  you  obferve,  only  at  ^  end  of  each  qaartar  t  it  caaDot  be 
ibppofedthat  an  officer,  in  focha  fituation,  would,  for  any  mssfaiwaiaop, 
give  an  iaaccurate  ftatemeait  i  but  if  be  wcie  even  capabk  of  doing  ib,  a 
mnft  be  difcovcred  on  the  examination  of  the  accwmt  witii  Hm  wacbore  at 
the  end  of  the  t|«ari«r.  That  ofiicer  fliotf kl  ^fefore  be  called  vpos  hf 
you  to  ttmSt  the  whole  balance  in  his  hands,  each  week,  after  havxagfeV 
ied  the  current  cbavges  and,  referving  at  the  end  of  the  mafter,  vonsf 
AifEciient  to  defrajr  tM  ekponcea  of  fucb  part  of  tbe  ciail  cftablilhaMBt  as 
are  charged  upon  in 

(  am  Jurther  dircAed  by  their  Lordlbips,  to  dcfire  yoo  will  tranfimtftc 
theiir  information,  an  account  of  the  fums  paid  at  the  end  of  trndk  ipaarvr 
for  the  civil  eftabUfluneot,.  or  in  purfuance  of  orders  fnoa  tiie  Banau,  ia 
the  laft  live  years^  diftiuguiflilng  each. 

lam,      . 

Treafbry  Chaipbers,  Gentlemen, 

3d  OA.  1797.  Your  moft  obedient  lervam, 

GEOkGE  ROSE. 

I 

*  WE  have  received  your  letter  of  the  jd  mftant,  on  tbefubjed  of  t« 
delay  in  the  remittance  of  the' money  arifing  from  Ae  revenues  under  oar 
*  maiageWtnt  hayin|^  been  obferved  upon  by  the  Committee  of  the  Houie 
of  Commons  on  Fmar.ce,  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  parliament ;  and  figni^- 
ingthaf,  bn  an  attentive  confideratioh  of  the  fubjc^,  tiie  Lords  Cba:- 
'  mnHoners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury  are  of  opinion,  that  remittances  nay 
be  made  more  evpeditioufly  than  at  pet  fen  t,  as  well  by  the  coUeaors  tc 

Edinborgis 


KdittlMsriSbf  ac  from  thence  to  London,  tCpecMf  M  fiv  m  xeUtfti  ta  the 

In  snfvver  to  wbkh  we  beg  leave  to  repbrti  for  their  Lordfhipi*  informa*- 
lion,  that  by  this  Board**  ^eral  inftrufticns  (and  tirom  which  w(^  have 
not  bttherto  itceiTed  anr  dire£liont  to  de|>art)  our  colle6lors'  in  the  coun- 
try are  exprefsly  ordered  to  hate  the  liMney  anfing  ^m  their  preceding 
round  colfeflion  aftually  paid  into  this  office  before  they  enter  upon  the 
ibilowing  round  eol)e^on>  without  fpecifying  to  them  at  what  period  thev 
ai^  to  nuke  their  renyttances»  or  at  how  many  dayt  -they  are  to  (]ra#.  This 
ari(es  from  the  impraAibility  of  obtaining  remittancea  with  the  ikme  fa- 
cility  as  in  ^ngl^nd,  there  oeing  very  ^  towna  in  this  country  whetv 
fuch  remittances  can  be  negociated.  And  here  we  would  beg  Jeave  to 
comnare  the  difletence  arifmg  from  the  two  piodes  between  Engiandand 
Scotland;  By  your  tetter  it  appears,  tliat  the  cofk'£lQrs  in  England  **  j^ay 
**  the  money  into  the  h^nds  or  the  remitters,  on  an  aterare,  wifhin  two 
''or  three  days  after  thry  receive  it,  and  always  within  fncdays/*  Let 
the  medium  therefore  be  four  days»  which  with  twenty-ofte  d^ys  and  thr^e 
days  of  grace,  the  ihorteft  t)ehod  at  which  theTe  rcmittanctr's,  by  the  report 
of  the  faid  Committee  on  Finance,  are  made  payable,  make  twenty*  eight 
days  before  the  money  is  paid  into  the  General  Exciie  Ofice.  l^w,  as 
the  round  eonfifls  of  forty- two  days,  and,  at  a  medium,  our  coUeAors 
are  employed  ten  dbys  in  colleding,  the  remainia^  thirty-two  days  are 
allowed  to  them  for  making  up  their  accounts,  havmg  the  money  lodged 
in  the  General  ExcUe  Office,  and  preparing  for  the  enfoing  round  coU 
le&ioD.  So  that  fiippofing  the  colkdors  in  this  country  (hould  ai^l  them* 
fclves  of  the  longeift  given  time  fpecified,  their  money,  by  this  ftatement, 
will  only  be  four  days  longer  in  being  paid  into  the  General  Excife  Office 
here  than  in  England.  Under  thefe  circomftancea,  therefore,  we  humbly 
iiubmit  to  their  Lordfhips  the  propriety  of  making  an  altenttion  in  our 
pfe&nt  exlfting  xegiihuiona  on  this  Iiead. 

With  refpeft  to  their  Lord  (hips*  expeftations  of  regular  remittances  by 
the  coIleAort  in  future,  to  extend  as  well  to  the  licence  and  import  duties 
as  to  all  the  others,  it  not  appearing  that  any  good  reafon  can  be  affigned 
for  a  contrary  practice  having  prevailed  ;  we  beg  leave  to  fignify,  that  we 
fliall  iomiediatcly  iflue  general  orders  to  all  our  collectors  at  the  out.perts 
not  to  retain  any  money  in  their  hands  longer  th^n  is  necefTary  to  procuro 
proper  bills  for  the  return  of  it  to  this  omct,  and  to  the  colleflor  at  the 
port  of  Lcith  to  pay  over  to  our  cafliier  all  the  duties  received  by  him  once 
every  week  i  and  alio  that  all  licence  duties  be  returned  and  accoonted  for 
evety  round,  in  pUce  of  quarterly,  agreeably  to  what  we  now  underftand 
to  be  the  prailicc  in  England, 

With  regard  to  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  our  receiver-general,  skt 
rake  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  on  this  point  we  have  in  a  great  mearure 
been  governed  by  the  opinion  of  our  cheque  officers,  To  as  to  meet  the  new 
cefTary  occurrences  that  take  place  in  carrying  on  the  public  feivice. 
^Icanwhile  we  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  fur  fome  time  pad  wa  have  encreftfed 
our  remittances  by  ItfTening  the  balance  in  his  hanas;  as  the  books  of  the 
Excife  Office  in  London  will  (hew.  And  we  have  only  Rirther  to  requeft, 
that  you  will  alTure  their  Lordfliips,  tliat  our  attention  fliall  be  dire^d, 
in  a  particular  manner,  to  leavf  no  more  balance  in  his  hsuads  than  is 
abfolutely  ntfccflnry  for  carrying  on  the  public  fcr? ice  coiQmitted  to  our 
care, 

d  a  Herewith 


zs 


SriCTE^fAlftlSy'&t. 


Bereirith  yw  will  be  pleafed  w  receWe»  for  tbeir  Loittthipf^  in 
lion,  in  Account  of  the  fums  yM  atrhc  tn4  of  eacb  quarter ^SDrtlwcni 
eftablifbmcnt,  or  in  purfuance  «f  oistorr.  iioiti  the  BinHH,  iBt  HkM  five 
3reart,  diftin^oiihi]^  c^clii  mt  required  to  joor  Icrtc^. 

SlTf  ' 

^oyr  moft  oikdiait  Il^  nott  Bumbk  ienr»^ 
GEQRGE  BROWH> 

otkoaober  1797,  b.  WHART0», 

'  .     lAf  STODAR*^. 
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|0  STATS  PA^xas,  &c. 

GBHTLEMEMy 

THE  Lordt  Comiriiflfoners  of  his  Majefty'«  Treaf«rjr  were  iwm^  cf 
the'  difficulties  your  ColkftoM  inig!^  iti  fotVie  cfefes  be  under  in  fi^^ptmg 
remittances  ui  fome  ^arts  of  the  country  thinly  inhabited),  and  wtine  dm 
are  no  man^rfaduresy.as  fuggeded  in  my  letter  the  3d  of  this  moiitiii  kit 
their  Lordflnpsj^rAiade  themfelves  yon  will  carefully  and  attentive^  o^. 
fcrre  the  condo«  of  your  port  coli«?ftori,  to  cnfnre  fp efdy  remittaacet  fitto 
them  intbe  manner  dtfe^ed  by  my  faid  letter,  ^ecaulc  they  can  be  oftdtr 
BO  difficulty  injprocuring  bills  as  the  revenue  cohies  to  their  hsn(Js. 

On  the  fubjfft  of  the  remittances  by  your  receiver  general,  I  haretlM 
Lordlhips  fui'ther  commands  todtrtfl  yoti  not  totruft  to'your  check  oft- 
cersy  but  to  entmine  the  lirticles  of  hts  accoimt  and 'balances  weekly  yow* 
felves^  in  order  to  enforce  a  ftriA  e^fervanceof  their  X«oriiihip$  orders  m 
tnat  fubjcd^ 

My  Lordt  tiiSnfc  a  ftrifl  obfervance  of  thefe  djre6lions  of  fo  mach  kn* 
portance,  Hiat  they  are  pleafed  to  orderf  that  an  annual  ftatemem  ^  the 
levemie  under  your  tonagement  fhall  be  ma^e  as  early  in  January  as  it 
ean  be  prrpaned^  (heviiing  tbe  ampunt  df  the  receiptSi  payments,  and  te- 
snittances  in  every  month,  •and  tlie  amount  of  the  balance  remaining  on  tiir 
hft  day  of  each>  whkh  fern  ^U  tranfmit  r^ularly  fDr  tbe  informadon  «£ 
tbeirLordihips. 

^  lamoy  GentlemeHt  &c. 

Treafnrv  Chambett,  GEORGE  KOSE. 

i4thOaobert79t. 
fjtmmiffioMers  Excife^  ScotUuuL 


No.  III. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Sixth  Report  oF  the  Sdlcd  Com- 

niittee  on  Finbnce^  appointed  in  .the  laft  .Scflion  «f  fii^ 
liament. 

Stamp  Office^ 
Gentlemen* 

HAVING  already)  by  eomma»d  df  the  Lords  CommiiRoners  oT^a 
Majefty's  Treafury,  in  my  lettdrof  the  x^th  JuK  laft,«ailcd  upon 
you  to  acquaint  me,  fcr  the  intormatidn  of  their  LordmipSy  wfaetber  the 
l^undige  allowed  to  thediiiributors  of  flamps  may  not,  in  coHfeducoce  of 
Ibb  great  incrtafebf  the  revenue  received  by  them^be  redecodi^frBaieaMr 
their  L«rdfl)fps  dir^Mons,  in  confequence  of  their  hayiag  had  vndtr  tlw 
emiffderatiA  the  fikth  article  of  the  Sele£k,  Committee  of  thejioaleof 
Commons  dn  linande,  to  defirt  you  will  make  as  fpeedy  a  renort  on  that 
fubjedas  you  ean;  I  am  alio  to  acquaint  yoii»  that  they  oWrre,  by  a 
'iitrtemcnt  in  the  faib  report,  that'  thepcpences  in  €cotlaiidh»reinci«a6d 
ftom.^.  4,978,  in  1^1,  ^£'9>%^7%\Ti  i7$^i  and  by, an  account' from 
yonr  office  (iii^^edin  the  appendix  to  the  mid  repon)  that  >«f  the  latter 
tbe  fum  of  jf.  7>243  ^as  for  intidt nts  alone*  tefpeAiug  whivb  i&yXwds 
are  defirotirof  havinjg  an  eapl^nation. 

The  obferftttions  of  ihe  committee  rcfpefllng  employments^eld  iy  per- 
ions  who  do  not  execute  the  duties  of  them  in  ^rfon,  having  been  tsMer 
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tlic  ronfiderttion  of  my  Loixls,  they  are  plesfed  to  dlreft  yoa  to  prepare  a 
bill  to  be  fubmittal  to  the  confidcration  of  Parliament,  to  provide,  that  on 
all  future  vacancies  of  cmoloyments,  in  the  Stamp  Office,  theperfont  wb» 
Ihall  be  apooinied  to  fill  the  fame  ihall  execute  the  duties  thereof  them- 
fetiret ;  and  in  the  mean  time  my  Lorda  deiire  you  will  take  into  confide* 
ration  the  (late  of  the  Comptroller't  Office,  an  immediate  attention  t» 
vrhUh  Teems  to  be  indifpenfably  neceflary :  the  amount  to  which  the  re- 
venue under  your  management  is  now  increafed,  and  the  variety  of 
branches  of  which  it  is  compofcd,  render  it  very  eflential  that  there  fliould 
not  only  be  a  regular  and  cfftftual  check  on  the  receipts  and  payments,  but 
that  the  accounts  fhould  be  kept  with  fuch  method  and  regnlarity,  as  to 
render  tt  eafy  for  the  officers  to  furnlib  expeditioufly  and  cbive^ly  particu. 
lars  of  each y  whenever  they  finll  be  called  for« 

I  am  further  dirc6led  by  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  hi)  Majefty*t 
Treafury,  conformably  to  anot'iKer  fuggeftion  of  the  Comoittw,  co  deai^ 
you  will  prepare,  for  thdi-  Lordlhips  confideration,  a  iiew eftaUifliment for 
the  officers  of  the  revenue  under  yOur  management,  inehiding  therein  aU  fa. 


be  forefeen,  may  conimue  to  be  left  to  yonr  difcreuon,  under  the  controal 
of  this  Board. 

Mjr  Lords  think  it  neceflary  that  yot^  fliould  likewiie  acqutint  me,  fiw 
their  information,  whether  any  precife  period,  very  frequently  xecuning* 
can  be  fixed,  at  which  remittances  fliould  be  made  by  the  dtftributors  j  or 
whether  the  precife  amount  of  the  balance  can  be  directed,  which  each  dif- 
tributor  ftiall  not  be  allowed  to  exceed.  On  this  fuhjeft  the  Committee  re- 
mark, that  the  bakince  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  diflributor  in  Scot- 
land was  nearly  £,  9,000  in  April  lafl,  and  the  average  in  each  month,  in 
>79^*  £'  ii»ooo,  after  making  all  monthly  payments  and  remittances  i 
which  monthly  payments  amoimted  only  to  £.  10,250.  And  the  C6m» 
mittce  recommend,  after  having  confidered  your  anfwers,  dated  the  8th  of 
July  laft,  to  certain  queftioiis  propofed  by  them  to  you,  that  no  balance 
fliouU  be  allowed  to  remain  in  his  hands  beyond  the  cunmt  receipt  of 
each  month,  under  an  impreffion  that  the  monthly  receipt  will  be  fufficient 
to  anfwer  all  demands  on  the  rcveiAic  pn  the  fpot. 

You  will  of  courfe  give  ybur  attention  to  the  fub-diftributors  .in  Scot- 
land in  ybur  coufideration  of  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  July  lafl,  refpe6ting  » 
reduAion  in  the  poundage,  ^ 

I  am,  Gentlcmco,  &c.  Bee. 

Treafury  Chambers,  '  G£0ROE  ROSE. 

7th  O6ober  1797* 

To  the  Right  HononraUe  the  Loids  Commifliomrs  of  his  Maieflv'a 

Treafury.  ^ 

May  i't  f&kass  yoor  L^aoMUPs, 

'      Wefilis'MMy^s^ComiftiflSoners  4br  mni^ging  the  flamp  duties,  i» 

obedience  to  ^our  Lordfliips  diredioBs,  fignified  to  us  by  GtorgcKoft, 

Efi|tli#e>ih  his  letter  of  the  7th  (nfttnt,  humbly  report  to  your  Loidfliips, 

Thar  all  the  regulations  mentioned  therein,  as  propoied  by  the  Scicft 

Comm^tt^  on  Finance,  fo  far  as  they  regaed  U^s  MticnUr  dsftartomt  of 
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the  fCTCDttet  may  be  carried  into  complece  dfiaft  vritiiout  aiqr  ftfacoee  it 
the  Legiilatairetor  its  alfiftance*  bjr  our  eaierciog  oirff  l^  qplew  vbkh 


your  LbnUhipt  (hall  be  pkaicd  to  make  on  that  behalf » aa  tbcf  w^att  kUtf 
to  the  internal  aoanafrement  of  the  ofice,  aoi  the  taoduA  •»  tht  fiesal 
pakm  tbereuoto  hOa^^ng^i  under  the  4^llei«nt  heads  of  perfivBl  aaad- 
aiu^  on  die  duties  of  their  refpedive  ikatioM  at  the  heail  ofio^  aad^nir 
of  allowance  proper  to  be  continued  to  thofe  employed  in  the  eoaatijj  ii 
tiediftribation  OT  ftainps. 

With  refpeft  to  the  ConptroUer*s  OQce  in  particular»  t»  which  your 
Lordflitpi  have  direded  ut  to  pay  an  immcdiaieatietttiflilt  we  htg  kaie  to 
obfenre,  that  we  do  not  think  it  adf  i6ahk  to  diAnrb  »  kmg  tMMAti 
jaaAice  of  difpenfing  wiih  the.  peifonal  attendance  of  the  head  of  that  dc. 
^partmenty  especially  at  this  tiflae»  wteoy  from  Mr.  BrydoBe*a  sfa  aad  ta> 
"firmitiesy  we  could  nbt  ezpcft  to  find  lum  veiy  aftive  or  uibral  tfaociB : 
We  nevertheMs  feel  it  our  duty  to  ftate  to  your  Lordlhipe,  that  we  aae 
hnmhly  of  opinion*  that  the  great  inmafe  of  bttfine/s>  of  a  wy  earions  aad 
complicated  naturet  in  that  office*  will  require  fome  additioBal  afiftaaa 
fcr  properly  and  fittUfafiorily  carryine  on  the  fiune  in  future  ^  and,  ai  m 
think  that  the  mere  addition  of  a  clerk  or  two  m  that  office  woahl  Dota&- 
jfipver.the  purpofti,  or  enable  us  to  exhibit  to  your  Loidfliipei  comfily  aad 
^peditiouilyi  any  official  aoeonnta,  either  in  groA  or  in  detail,  as  die  caft 
may  requ>ie>  when  called  upon  for  them}  we  humbly  recooniciid  inoyont 
Lordftupt  to  eftablilh  a  new,officer»  with  the  title  of  deputy  coaiptraUer  aed 
accountant  general » at  a  ialary  of  iC*  350  per  annum :  and  as  we  paBfium 
that  whoever  is  appointed  to  this  ftaUon  will  be  duly  quaiiiicd  Ibrit  m  emy 
lefpedy  we  think  there  wUl  be  no  impropriety  m  fiMgeftiog  oarwift, 
that  the  pvofpeA  of  fuccefs  to  the  higher  office,  in  cafe  ofa  Tacaiicy»m%k 
operate  as  a  nirther  encouimgement  to  a  diligent  and  paadoat  idiicharge  c£ 
hie  duty* 

In  anfwer  to  that  pait  of  Mr*  Roie*s  letter,  wherein*  caafermalily  i»  the 
Inggeftion  of  the  Coounitteeon  Finance,  the  propriety  of  inchidwg^  iftoae 
official  eftabliihment  all  the  payments  by  falai^*  iaftead  of  charging-apm 
.  of  them  to  the  incidental  account  j  we  beg  leave  to  oUerve  that  ulia  dnia^ 
tion  from  the  general  mode  has  not  been  abfolutcly  a  matter  of  choioi^  hot 
has  arifen  from  the  flow  and  gradiud  additions  we  hare  found  itimcdbry  10 
make  to  the  Icttled  number  of  officerst  in  confiN|ueaoeof  the  0*at  iwitife 
o!  duty  thrown  i^n  us  by  (ucctiEve  AAs  of  Fariiament»  nam  the  year 
a  779  to  the  prefent  hour  i  and  Ibme  of  theic  duties  being  of  a  totally  dife. 
rent  nature  hom  the  former  objcAs  of  taaationin this  revcnuetfimia  aUftan- 
der<hx>d  to  be  temporary  and  by  way  of  triaUand  in  general  of  OMBiaia 
produce  and  ttftSt,  we  thought  it  mm  prudent,  under  fuch  riimimilHiiii, 
not  toconne£l  them  immediately  with  the  ancient  eiablifiunaat,  bat  rather  to 
keep  them  apart,  until  fuch  time  as  experience  and  oUcrpacioA  had  bead- 
ed as  to  their  continuance  and  utility*  and  they  ihoukl  become^  of  ipoaafi^ 
an  addition  to  the  permanent  income  of  the  coaotvy,  when  Iha  pfiofsn  of 
this  defcription  would  alfo  he  fixed  and  incorporated  with  ihe>oidaBife. 
^ularellablilhment}  and,  in  fa^,  fevcral  of  theie  dntics  have  ttwdngjaiae 
ibnoe  change  or  other,  either  by  a  total  repeal,  a  temporary  leaiitv  tfacHS  m 
others,  or  an  entire  transfer  of  manageoMat  todiierent  boardaoF  Jtaamne. 
We  hutebly  prefume  diat  tMe  ekcomltaaom  wiU  few  thefaapria^or  #v 


^ft  arrangement. 

It  islikewiie  rcquifiteto  ibie  to  your  Lanlffiws.iurther  oR  tina  i 

what  cannot  Jie  fuppolcd  to  occur  to  aoy  but  priom  a^^uaUg^vaiM  aa  iho 
detail  of  narnScial  nmnagcmati  thilt  Iht  bufine(sfl.lUi« 
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thstt  of  a  ggnt  woiklhop,depmdiiigupon  manttftl  <ffxterity  and  bodiiy  ex* 
'8vti4Mbfo»  K4u^ptrfqrmamt  of  tiie3uty ;  that  a  principal  part  of  it  h  ta(k 
wark»  wl|idi  mul'iMedrarilyi  m|«ir«  a  greater  number  of  men  to  execote  it 
toa  csnafatfyamtaMj  fl»the  ^ealMildi  that  are  made  upon  us  for  a  given 
qoantity  af.«oiB«r  a^lhtftd  period,  than' can  be  required  in  thoordj- 
nar3rMn{ikfmMta  of  oliae^  whefhef  of  funrey,  or  of  coUe6Hon>  or  at 
thedeik.  .  To  dutmfftbo' added  the  eonfideratioD  of  a^e»  fickncf«»  and 
the  occafional  calls  of  private  concerns,  not  always  to  be  refifted,  «<diich»  to- 
^ethcTf  wiN  make  it.tm)»nifti<able  to  abide  ftriAty  by  any  pofTibtV  limita- 
rioa  of  aMiUflttDcni,  that  your  LordOtipa  might  be  pleafcd  to  appoint  ^ 
a  dircietioiiary  pofvtfrof  oceaiionatff  incrcafiif^  or  diminiflimtr  the  nbml>er 
oi  hands  in  a  oufinefa  of  chH-killd,  ^fubjen  to  continui'l  variation  in 
one  wajT'or  othcTi  taull: neeelTaHiy  htr  vdted  in  thofe  who  have  the  condu^l 
of  it.  .    >  '•    .  -  ,        * 

And  hercv  in  farther  obodienee  t^y6ar  Lord  (hi  p«  dirtftions,  we  beg  to 
obfervey  that  wt  arc  now  pre|Mrtfi|^  ahd  wiirtn  (hort  timo  fubn|it  to  jFour 
confideration,  ailisnght  of  anevueltaMifhment  fof  our  offlctyfonned  upon 
the  plao  recommeoded  by  Mr ^RoAr^e' tetter,  inclddlitg  both  the  ftated  fa- 
\  laries  and  fucb  contingent  pnymontta?  we  have  made-  to  >dil{h«nt>  oflkers 
itmn  timototime»  wbofe (ervleanv iiireonfidei*ati«n of  iht invtvalb of  dtty, 
appeared  to  o»  codcferve  £>me  further  enco«iragem>ntand  fi^»rd  than  are 
aiforded  ibcm  by  the  uiual  sdlowance^  an  objeA  we  (halt  be  happy  toac- 
compHib  to  your  l4)nd(htpi  approbation,  and  the  content  and  fatitfii^ioQ 
of  the  o(!Uera- under  ua  in  their  /everal  ftations. 

Proccediiiff  l»  the  o«her  capital  charge  on  the  rerenue,  which  we  are  di- 
i«£M  tocoilMerand  itpovttipon,  as  well  by  Mr.  Rofis**  prevk>ui  letter  of 
the  t|th  of  July  laft,  aa  by  that  herein  before  particularly  veferrad  fo,  via. 
the  poundage  aiiowed  to  thedilferent  diftribtitors  of  ftamps  in  England)  we 
fee  no  reafon  to  alter  the  opinion  given  on  that  fubjeft  in  our  report  to  the 
Cemnlime' 'en Finance,  refpeftrngareduflion  or  that  allowance.    The 

*  manv  new,  and  (bme  fwy  pi^odutl^' rates  of  duty,  that  p2fi  through  their 
hamdahav^fointlMfcdtheSri'eeelpti- beyond  any  proportional  increale  of 
rifle  onrouble-in  thecoll^ion,  that  for  ua  to  neglefl,  at  this  time,  fo  ob- 
viooa  oind  lb  fisilr  in  ocRofion  of  improving  the  revenue  by  an  immediate  re-  < 

.  trencfamentof  enr^  f^  <#»# .  on  ail  the  money  remitted  by  rhem,  would  ar- 
gue ift^usfi  culpable  inatfcmiofl  or  indifference  to  its  interefts.  And  we 
do  the  more  confidently  reibftimmd  this  red u£lion' to  take  place  in  the 
rountry  pouadag^rastMaUowanceefdi^unton  ready  money  payments^ 
faiiall  the  (lamps  Ul^ed  nithe  head  olfice,  is,  with  the  exception  of  (bme 
^  f  aitieular  artictea  only,  no^more  tlKm  two  per  cent. 

'%Theeifpendieiicy  of  thus  low«rii«gxhe  poundage  on  the  fale  of  ftamrn  in 
England  bcmg^admltesd,  itl^lkiws,  that  the  fame  meafnre  (hould  be 
aii^»tedwiih'iefpefttoScotlaml»    The  difpropordon  between  the  profit 

,  .oa^fh  Ade-  bf  the  (iib-cotteaors  their«  sfnd  that  of  London,  beine  ftill 

.  gnui^i^f  a»€he  aftowante'tothem  is  at  the  rate  often  per  cent,  fo  fettled  in 

vUf4mi^\k^,f  when  the  poundage  lovhe  diAiibutors  in  England  was  fixed 

V  ati^vyipef  tent;4nce  #hich  timehhasnot  undergone  any  alteretk>n, 

«..tlioitghth6ihb|eit«f  Bi^uahm  has>  hern  more  than  once  aoder  con  fide- 

>  ration,  Imt^owhig  to  A»me  eaolb  oftorher  not  hitherto  carried  into  efk€t, 

yet  a»  tbejaiyirteiita  >fofwertf  ad Jueed  4n  fupiporoof  fbhigh  an  allowance  of 

A  very  confined  fale,  and  that  the  difficulty  and  expence  attending  the  col - 

*leftiM»l>fwOMm»y'tcv«ntie,'throtigtl  a  gnmt  extent  of  cooatty,  not  in  a 

»  ^ery  tmptef|^  <thtt  of  eewanewe  tndcokivatiort,  have«  happily  for  the  in« 

,,^litotaflH»n#ikiiiB?ai4m>  faw,^e  tMAt  iadtiiy  lotiM  pvbliCt  on  an  fim- 
;  •  Affen.  Vol.  II.  e  partial 
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I 
tial  oonfiderflHion  of  tbe  ftAual  ftatc  of  the  two  countrict»  ftrongly  RfW; 
fent  againft  fuch  an  allowance  operating  as 'a  tax  u|mii  iW  ««vcnuf  kJcIt* 
and  wnich,  as  it  cannot  be  an^r  ronger  iiectirai7i  %e  prcfume  ywir  Lord- 
fiiips  will  be  of  opinion  ought  immodiatiely  to  be  dilconftiaa^  »  and  that 
the  rate  of  poundage  to  th;  fub-colledors  in  Scotland  be  fijced»  £or  the  pre* 
fenty  at  fkrcd  ner  cent.  $  a  loft  that  witt  ampl]^  be  naide  i^<»tibc»  bjr  the 
accumulated  ttamp  duties  of  tbe  laifSedion  of  ParluiiieDt. 

Your  Lordfliipt  having  been  pleaibd  to  fpquifi  an  .exptaoatioa  c£  that 
article  in  the  charge  from  Scotland,  fpecilied  in  Mr.  Roii&^a  letter  under  the 
general  head  of  incidents,  to  the  amount  of  £•  7«A4>3»  we  ht^  le»ve  to  ac- 
quaint your  LordihipSfthat,  upon  Mferiing  to  the  particu|ars»  as  ftatcd  by 
Mr.  McnzieSf  the  colleftory  it  appears  to  canftll  of  the  foUowiog  items : 
"  Carriage  of  ftamped  goods,  poftage  of  ktten,  newt-papers,  adTcrtifag, 
**  printing,  Hationary,  office  infwunce^  oecei&ry  diftiuriements  thcre« 
*'  tradffmen^s  bills,  exchange  for  retfim^f  money,  parKaaM&iary  aUiMvaDces 
'*  of  difcount,^*  (other  than  thoie Reified)  and  **  poundage  to  tke  iub- 
'*  colledors,*^  twenty-l«ur  in  nvmber  i  and  tha^fincethe  receipt  fdfcvr 
Lordiliips  direftions^  refpeSlin);  the  large  balance  ufually  letaumi  m  the 
hards  of  the  head  colie^or  at  the  olo(e  of  the  iiio|ith*k  accQims»ve1iave 
again  written  to  Mr*  Menries  on  that  fufajed,  and  iball  ooilail  to  cd? 
force  the  regulation  recomnwnded  by  she  committee  to  be  adppted  in  that 
refpeft. 

In  order  to  enftire  the  full  benefit  of  the  favings  intended  by  tke  fyn^^ 
ing  regulations,  and  to  prevent  as  much  as  poflible  tlie  dctaniiaii  of  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  diffsrent  accoiiBCaBtty  wbpa  with  a  ▼!£« 
to  reimburfe  for  this  defalcation  of  intereft,  may  be  iocliacd  tQ  withhold, 
and  apply  to  private  ules  the  duties  ceUeAcd  by  tbein,  iafteid  of  maluBg 
prompt  and  fuU  payment  thereof,  as  they  are  bound  to  do.  In  anfwcr  to 
your  Lordfliips  enquiries  on  this  fubje^  (as  ftated  in  Mr.  Kole*s  letter, 
purfuant  to  a  fuggeftion  of  the  SeleA  Committee  on  Finance)  we  beg  leave 
to  obierve,  that  t<i  obli|^  the  diftributors  to  account  with  us  more  frequcDt- 
iy,  and  to  be  able  to  aicertain  the  exa^  balances  of  caih  in  their  bands  at 
any  time,  wou)d,  without  doubt,  be  a  confiderable  improvement  in  oof 
financial  (yftem  j  but,  confiderin^  tbe  great  extent  of  Jfome  diibiAs,  aod 
the  number  of  Aib-dillributors  difptrftd  tbroueboiat  tbcai,  ampunting  in 
the  whole  to  opwards  of  five  handled,  many  of  whom  are  ill  qualified  to 
keep  accounts  at  all  intricate,  and  are  with  much  difEculty  induced  to  czr 
hibit  them  to  their  prtnctpals,  and  to  soy  up  their  balances,  w.hco  rrmiircd 
fo  to  do.-— After  full  c6nfideration«iilMre'Circupi^aAces,  we  are  ol  opi- 
nion that  no  effe^al  alteration  in*  thefr  particulars  can  bs!at  proTent  adopt- 
ed.^ The  beft  ftiethod  we  can  fttggeft  of  preventing  abu(es  of  this  kind, 
which,  where  fVKh  a  variety  of  perfims  is  concerned,  wil|,  d9ubiJe^»  (bme- 
times  extft,  will  be  frequent  vifitation  and  examinations  on  ihelpcit  b^  per- 
fons  properly  mialiffed  and  duly  atithcrked  for  that  purpofe.  The  ndvan- 
^ges  to  be  derived  from  fttch  a  cimtrQol»  occsficnally  applied,  and  faith* 
fully  executed,  were  too  obvious  to  be  long  overlooke4|  s|mI>  accordingly, 
two  oiGvrrs  of  this  defcriptk»n  nnde  an  early  p^t  of  our  efiablilhmcnt, 
under  the  ntme  of  riding  sn%dora,&6.  and  a  third  was  added  in  17s  S- 
— Btltthefe  being  quite  inadefvateiotlietmliners  of  the  prelent  day,  wc 
iiund>ly  propoie,  aiid  hope  it  wW  neet  with  your  lAanKhips*  appobatioa, 
the  immediate  appoiatasent  of  thrae  new  ofitcers— rmeii  competent  to  the 
employment,  and  noc  above  the  bufinefs  of  it,  to  be  denominatciias  above, 
at  a  yearly  fiilary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each,  with  fuck  fertber 
allowance  for  their  traTcUing  charges,  when  on  aAual  duty  out  of  London, 


lUt^lhefWe^flWIrnieunvdiBlfttftBteittuMtheri^  an4«wlien  not  ib 
tmioftdt  to  b^  in  <odUDt  itffdhnce  at  tht  office^  ro  receive  fuch  oidtra 
and  perform  fMi  oeW  (rafiaefe  at  we  llMil  dinSt  for  the  genetsl  benefit  of 
the  revenue  i 

A:i  the  ^tbjeftt  ftapokd  4o  «•  for  co»fideratioii  naturally  bad  to  enquirt 
into  what  further  inif«ovanien«i  may  be  made  in  the  general  plan  of  mt- 
n^^ement  of  our  ofioe)  tiw  inpe  to  Hand  cjccvCed  to  jfoor  Lordmip«  for  fub<^ 
xn|ttiog  oar  opinion  oJF  thanftny  idvanuges  that  would  arife  from  a  feleft 
choice  of  pemtos  to  fill  theoffi^  of  4iAribiitor««**The  great  increaieof  our 
duties  in  genendy  their  extent  and  varienr»  the  Bnmeroue  AAs  of  Parlta*. 
menr  rdTpeftiog  tbeqiy  many  of  ntoe  and  difficult  conAru£tion,  requiring 
not  only  a  thoronfrh  nquaintance  with  conunon  bofincTs,  but  a  portion  m 
profieffional  knowMge,  tht  psrfonal  aAivity  niefol  in  detecting  frauds,  and 
perfonal  iafluence^and  authority  neorflary  to  check  and  puniih  offendert» 
•rhieh  would  be  greatly  affiled  by  a  Axitd  refidenoe  in  (bme  convenient  part 
of  their  diftriftty  the  great  truft»  reTponfibtlity,  and  local  confequence  an- 
nexed tofiieh  an  appointment,  and  other  oonfidtrations  not  necenary  to  be 
enumerated,  all  oootribuce  to  place  the  officertof  this  defcrLption  in  a  very 
different  point  of  vkw,  with  refeaft  to  the  public  fervice,  from  that  which, 
at  the  coMmeneenent  of  dMfe  duties,  they  migfat  perhaps  likve  been  pro. 
perly  confidered,  merely  as  agents  for  the  fale  of  ftamps,  few  and  (tmple  in 
their  denomination ,  and,  comparative -of  very  inconfiderable  value  and 
amooht. 

U  wtB  bedbribnt  to  your  Lonl4Apt,that,  in  the  prelcnt  ftate  of  the  re» 
irentie,  Ibmetfaing  more  it  warned* 

All  which  it  hmibly  fobontted  to  your  Lordihips, 

J.BINDLEY- 
J-BYNG. 
Stamp  Oflke,  K.  JENKINS, 

ajd  Oaobcr  1797.  W*  R»  SPENCER. 

0£STLBMEN, 

AS  it  it  the  indention  of  the  Lords  Commlffionert  of  hit  Majefty*t 
Tteafory  w  fobmvt  to  tlie  ooHfidamtfonof  Pariiament  a  meafure  for  enforc- 
ing the  attendance  of  all  peribnt  who  (hall  hertafter  he  appointed  to  em« 
ploymetitsttt  every  braiichof  the  fevemttr  I  have  no  farther  direftiont  to 
^convey  to  you  on  that  fuhjeSk  t-^Butmy  Lords  having  had  under;their  confi- 
derationyoor  report  of  the  a^d  Oftober  kR,  in  anfwcrtD  my  letters  of  the 
1 3th  July  and  7th  Oftober,  I  am  cmnsnaaded  liy  their  Lordthipr  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  oonfonntldy  to  the  opinieu  akeady  expreiled  to  you,  re^ 
ipedtng  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  of  tlie  Revenue  under  your  manago- 
ment,  wiiole  peculiar  duty  it  it  to  ebeck  the  variout  and  complicated  ac* 
countt  which  came  befofc  him>  and  to  make  tliem  up  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  emdile  htm  to  give  clear  aM  diftin£i  ftatemontt  of  the  produce 
of  the  fovend  diffinrent  articlet  of  which  your  hranchbf  the  revenue  con* 
^iiHt,  thei^  Lordihipsr  nn  fonfilife  of  the  neeeffity  effome  immediate  mea- 
ftire  being  tafoen,  and  as  Mr«  Brydone^  whofo  attendance  has  never  been 
infifM  upoD,  isfepivAnfed  by  yms  to  be  now  incapable,  from  age  and  in- 
firmitSei,  of  an  aftive  and  afimri  atielRlaBoe  on  the  duty  of  his  office,  their 
Lordifafpt  agree  with  you  that  it  will  be  veiy  much  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public  fervice,  that  an  efficient  and  able  affitet  to  the  principal  in  that  of- 

c»  '  ficc* 
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£cc  flKNikl  be  appointed^  withacoB^etcntikbryibr  tkepreieati  iiqrUH% 
defirous"  however  to  avoid  an^  inciea&d  diauve  t^  tlm. public  Afacsebjr*-  be-' 
yondtbe  life  of  the  prefent  principal,  arc:plea£d'to  determine*  that,  on  the 
death  of  Mr.^rydone,  die  perArn  now  to  be  appointed  his  aflittaat  fbatf 
Succeed  bim  as  comptroller;  and  Mr.  Charks  Stpdman  having facea  Iboo^- 
ly  recommended  to  their  Lordfliips  for  his  abilities  and  intent j  in  the  dsl^ 
cnargeof  a  public  truft  formerly  repo(cd  in  hiro»  by  which  great  (avuigs 
ipere  etfefied  in  the  department  to  which  he  belonged,  their  Lordfliips  have 
been  pleaied  to  appoint  him  tobcaJBftaiit  Comptrolleriand-tn  Ttrrmaif 
that  he  fliall  fucceed  to  the  principal  ofEoe  in  the  department  on  the  dcatk 
•f  Mr.  Brydone.  lAj  Lords  are  of  opinion,  the  Turn  recommended  by  yog 
would  he  a  fufficient  (alary  for  the  afliftant  oomptroUer,  but  Mr.  Sttdmon 
having  now  an  allowance  from  the  public  of  200I.  a  year,  in  confideratioD 
of  hif  extraordinary  merits,  before  alluded,to,  whachbe  will  ceafe  to  neem 
after  heihall  be  In  pofleflion  of  this  employment,  their  Lordfliips  are  pimfed  . 
to  dired,  that  his  whole  falary  fliall  be  450!.  per  annum }  Mr.  Susdoaaa 
will  then  Receive,  in  addition  to  his  prelbit  allowance,  xool.  per  anniim  Ifis 
than  you  reccommend  as  a  proper  aliowapce  to  the  officer. 

Mjr  Lords  admit  the  importance  of  preventing  the  apjpointroent  of  Ia- 
fufEcient  pei^ibns  to  be  ditlributors  of  ftamps,  and  to  other  offices  of  truft 
iinder  you,  their  Lordfliips  therefore  command  me  to  acquaint  yoo,  that 
they  will  not  In  future  appoint  any  peribns  to  fuch  fituationa  until  yon  fliall 
certify  on  a  reference  to  you)  that  the  perfon  propoied  to  be  put  in  the 
fltuation  is  properly  oualified  inall  refpe&s  to  pifoiaige  tlw  datie«  of  k. 

It  is  alio  their  Lorcifliips*  determin^ition,  in  all  caies  where  you  fbaS\  ftastit 
it  to  be  eflential  to  the  revenue*  to  attend  to  yourrecooimendatioii  in  favour 
of  inferior  officers  to  ^\  higher  fltuations,  in  order  to  create  an  emoiation 
among  them. 

My  Ix)rds  have  attentively  confldered  what  you  repreient  re(pediDg  the 
poundage  to  diftrlbijtors,  and  their  Lordfliips  are  not  flitisfied  that  it  may 
liot  admit  of  a  Turtlier  redudion  than  tQ4l.  per  cent  in  England,  and  7L  per 
cent  for  the  fub-coUeflors  in  Scotland,  having  in  view  tfale  great  proportkn 
the  revenue  bears  now  to  the  amount  of  it  at  the  time  the  fafl  redudion 
was  made  i'Aieir  Lordfliips  ajv  thegfijpwe  pleaflsd  to  diraft  you  to  re^-confider 
your  opinion  on  that  fabje^t,  aBd,<&flaiie4o  then  the  refult  thereof  dot 
they  may  decide  finally  thereupon. 

Your  fuggeflion  of  ihe  advantage  to  be  derived  from  frequent  exami- 
jiations  on  the  fyoi  of  the  accoimts  ofdiflributors  and  (Vb««liflribntors,  to 
.cnfure  regularity,  and  to  compel  punctual  romttaaces  from  them,  appears 
to  my  I.ords  to  aflbid  the  beft  |)roipe£l  of  reducing  th|  bdlances  in  the 
Jiands  of  thofe  officers,  and  for  that  purpofe  mv  Lords  wiH  immediatdy  ap- 
.point  two  additional  riding  i0rpe6lor^,  with  the  falaries  recommended  by 
you  j,  but  I  am  to  dii-e£V  you  to  confider  whether  it  may  not  be  more  expe- 
dient to  proportion  the  riding  charges,  in  Ame  measure  at  kaft,  to  Ibe  dif* 
.lances  the  infpc^lors  fliall  go,  than  to  give  them. fixed  allowances,  ' 
.  My  Lords  havinfi^  had  under  their  further  cbiifldcfation  the  report  of  The 
Sele£i  Committee  of  Finance  in  the  lafl  SelSoo  of  Parliament,  and  oblerriitt 
in  a  fchedule  thereto,  that  the  duty  of  the  ccmfpondeat  in  your  office  Jk 
performed  emirely  by  the  clerks  in  the  fecreawy^s  ofica^  are  pAeafiedto  di- 
reft  that  the  faid  employment  fli^l  be  difcontioueds  jrou  will  therefore  of 
coucie  omit  it  in  the  new  eftablifliment  you  are  prepanng  under  their  Lord- 
fliips' orders :  my  Lords  will  however  not  objcn  to  continnlng  to  the  pte* 

lent 
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&nt  poflicflor  tin  altowanee  e^utl  to  his&Uiiy,  ^fiKe  can  be  placed  hi  fome 
fituation  in  which  lie  ttay  be  ufoful. 

I  ani)  Gcntleroeii|  ore* 

Treafury  Chambers^  GEORGE  ROSE. 

i3rh  I>eceiiib8ra797. 
C^mmiSkinirf  pf  Stamps. 


No.  IV. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Sclcft 
Committee  on  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Parliament. 

Post-Office. 
My  Louts, 

^H£  Report  of  the  Sele£l  Committee  on  Finance,  made  in  tbe  laft 
-^  fcflion  of  Parliamcntt  on  the  revenue  under  your  directions,  having 
been  under  the  confideration  of  the  Lords  Commiiiionera  of  his  Maje%*s 
Treaftiry,  I  am  commaoded  by  their  LordAiipa  to  defire  you  will  prepare 
tor  their  confiderationi  an  ]nftru6tioo  to>tbe  Accountant  General^  for  him 
to  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  receipt!  and  payments  of  the  Receiver 
General,  made  vp  weekiy»  fo  at  to  afcertain  the  exa^  balance  in  his 
hands  at  the  end  of  every  week,  ftattng  at  the  foot  of  each  tbe  known 
demands  in  the  week  following  $  the  current  receipt  of  each  week  will 
probably  be  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  charges  as  they  come  in,  till  Ipwaids 
the  end  of  the  quarter,  virben  a  fufiicient  refer ve  may  be  made. 

•  The  examination  of  all  bills  in  the  department  or  the  funreyor  by  him- 
felf,  is  perhaps  as  eflleClual  a  check  as  any  that  can  be  apolied ;  bat  vM 
Lords  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  all  other  bills  whatever  mould  undergo 
an  inyeftigation  by  the  accountant-general,  who  ihould  not  confine  hta 
attention,  as  at  prefent,  merely  to  the  right  calling  of  the  Turns,  but 
(hould  carefully  examine  the  vouchers  for  all  the  charges,  as  well  refpeft* 
ing  the  authority  for  their  having  been  inciirred,  as  the  fairoefs  of  the 
prices  and  the  aaual  payment  of  the  money,  previouily  to  your  granting 
your  warrant  for  fatlsjfying  the  fame,  for  which  examination  and  coutxoul 
authority  Ihould  be  given  in  the  inftruftions  now  to  be  prepared. 

It  is  certainly  competent  to  your  Lordflupt  to  give  any  inftruAions  and 
orders  to  the  receiver-general,  or  any  othor  officer  in  the  revenue  under 
your  dire£lions,  that  you  may  think  necelTary,  as  the  appointment  of  any 
of  them  being  from  the  Trearin7  ought  ndt  to  prevent  their  being  obedient 
to  all  orders  they  (hall  receive  from  you.  * 

Your  LordOups  are  aware  that  the  falary  of  the  receiver- general  was 
increafed  to  ;|^.  Soo  a  year,  that  he  might  have  no  pretence  for  keeping  any 
poblic  money  in  bis  hands  ;  notwith&nding  which  there  is  great  reafbn 
to  believe  his  balances  are  not  reduced  To  regularly  and  punCiually  as  tbev 
ought  to  be.  They  were  indeed  higher  in  1796  than  in  X783>  even  al- 
lowing for  the  increafed  expences  to  be  defrayed. ' 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  that  officer  keep* 
ing  his  caih  at  the  Bank»  if  he  caD,  by  one  or  more  of  hit  own  clerks. 


3^  itATfe  rxnut,  kc. 

ob^am  the  Aeeetttancet  of  all  bittft  More  he  ktdu  ^tm  m  tkK;  ni 
when  the  check  by  the  accountant-general  above  J^mSktA  fc4l  kt  eiaU^ 
ed»  the  receiver- general  ma^  be-coiopfUedl  to  pay  in  bis  babnoet  wttkin, 
with  the  rdervatione  for  whkh  proTifion  it  to  be  made*  Tlia  iwaU  jp. 
ply  equally  to  the  Poftmafter  at  Edinhurghy  wbo 
ceivet  from  the  feveral  depuckt  in  the  country^ 
head  office,  weekly. 

On  the  ivbje6l  of  the  packets,  refpeAing  whicfa  tfaoc  hn  tea  wicfa 
cpmmunicatiott  wtrii  yoor  Lar^Wiipe  and  your  pnituJfmm,  I  aa  coe- 
manded  by  my  Lords  to  defire  you  will  ftridly  enforce  tlK  role  agaatuT 
of  your  ofRcert  or  agents  baring  any  pecuniary  conneAioBs  wkk  :1a 
branch  of  the  expenditure,  equally  with  every  other* 

The  reafons  Itateil  by  Mr.  Bennett,  in  his  examinatiaa  beSn  tbe 
Comnitiee,  on  the  a6th  of  June  laft,  do  not  appear  to  my  Lovds  pgi. 
lively  ooncJuiive  a^iaft  means  being  taken  to  alcertatii  whether  the  yadir 
fenrke  can  be  earned  on  more  cecoaomically  than  at  pretec,  aad  vak  rhc 
fame  regularity  j  their  Lordfiiips  are  therefore  pleaJcd  to  diieft  jm  i» 
caufe  enquiry  to  be  made,  wbeiher  any  individuals  or  companies  ait  w  J. 
ing  to  make  propo(kls  for  fumiflitng  veflels  for  a  certain  tcnn  tocsry  cc 
the  fervke,  and  on  what  conditions,  nJcing  upon  Ibemlelvct  lA  rth 
«4iidi  they^an  to«er  by  inAiranct.  Thecontraa  may  probably  he  aide 
i»r  f«cb  apeviodtta  toattowftdfictent  time,  before  tb«  cspbadoaof  a,k 
iBidtMir  a  new  one  with  olta^  parties,  if  it  ihoukl  be  iModbry. 

As  the  public  i»  VinhMed  with  a  charge  to  a  confideiakile  aaaat  tar 
oftenv,  who  upon  a  cbanae  of  dhtbliihment  bcve  beea  deprivad  af  udr 
faKometf ,  my  Lords  ae  drntms  It  ihoufd  be  made  an  cftaMkbtd  fiaftiet 
to  appoint  to  fituations  that  ihoufd  become  vacant,  fucfa  of  tbeftid  cficn 
who  have  been  trmovetf,  «»  Aafl  ba  judged  ill  to  fill  tlie  vsKancici,  a 
order  that  every  fivtog  may  be  made  VfbKh  din  bKcffiBBod  awMarij 
arath  thopuWSc  lerrict. 

The  aliowiAgcompeAlktsnit  aethechai|;raf  the  public  to  ttfccmc 
deied  JncapaUebyageorinlitmititsof  contanutagtodifiabaiigettedaa 


^  fiaireinpftoymciilt,  is  tldMfr  not  praAifrd  in  other  brandas  of  tUtt 
"▼enue,  or  if  pennitted  at  afl,  ii  fuifered  ooHr  with  a  very  l^niNS  ^^  - 
the  prindple,  though  a  rieht  one^  is  capable  of  fo  maali  aMe  as  t? 
sender  it  neceflary  to  beexnremeljr  goarded  in afting  opon  it  i  mj  hart 
t»etbei«forejileafedto  dIreA,  thtt  fome regidatkma  flioald  be  fapfB^ 
lisr  their  eonbderation,  «o  eftablift  certain  cbecka  for  prevcatoig  anreficer 
ar^eaber  peribn  in  tlie  poft^oiiee  being  recommended  to  tboir  Locdftipikt 
an  allowance  in  <lie  nature  of  fuperaomiation,  w  of  a  campenfinai,  ex- 
cept in  caies-alvich  iball  be  ind^  to  entitle  them  to  tbcfaoic. 

Tbeobftnattonsof  the  Contmittte,  re(pedm|  cmptaynKots  b^  br 
fwrlbna  whoda nofexecmd  tfab  duties  of  tbem  m  pcrlba*  having  bea 
anda-  «be  conMeration  of  mv  Lords,  thev  are  plealed  Co  cfireA  j9t  a 
prepare  a  bin  «a  be  fubmieiea  to  the  cenMeration  of  FajrUamcnCt  a  pn- 
vide,  that  in  all  future  vacanciet  of  employments  in  the  poft-dEct^  '^ 
perfons  who  fhall  be  ap^potettd  to  fiH  the  fame  Aall  execaic  tbe  dsbn 
itiefeoi  therafelves. 

The- variotis  intefligaitena  which  have  been  had  on  th^  bafinda  ef  t)r 
yaft-ofllte,  have  led  to  many  altexations  and  improvemcnta :  Tte  Co 
aiittee  on  Fiaance  are  however  of  opinion,  that  fome  ^avta  of  the  d. 
blifliment  have  ftill  need  of  revitioo  and  impiovement*  My  Lads  :r 
therefore  perfoaded,  that  you  will  have  this  under  your  moft  attemia  ac 
MiiMdialc  oonfideration,  m  tbe  purpofe  of  reporting  to  them  wha  kr^  i 

adrascsfc. 
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i«Hrantage«  can  bt  dcriYtd  to  iIm  public,  either  by  faviiigi  in  the  cYiargei 
>r  managementy  or  by  giving  further  facDity  to  the  conveyance  of  letters^ 
On  tbft  part  of  tbe  fiib}ea»  the  Coramitte  fogged  the  p^bility  of  the 
neve«ii«  being  improTed)  aa  well  aa  accommodation  being  afforded  to 
commerce,  by  a  more  gradual  charge  oa  letters,  proportioned  to  their 
^ivei^bt  i  and  that  the  estenfion  of  the  eoaf^ejrance  by  mail  coaches  is  de^ 
ilrsi1>le  ior  the  fiike  of  fecmityy  even  where  difpatch  and  oscahomy  cannot 
vna^erialJy  be  improved.  ^  Your  Lordfhipa  wi)l  therefore  be  lecf  alfo  to 
confider,  whpther  any  further  improvement  can  he  dcvifed  refpefting  the 
fiwik  of  theie  points,  than  vas  aiferdcd  by  the  a£l  paffrd  in  the  latt  feflion 
€>f  'parliament }  and  whether  any  thing  more  can  be  done  for  the  fafe  con* 

vevance  of  letterl. 

J  am, 
Treafury  Chambers,  My  Lords,  kc* 

yth  Oaober  1797.  GEORGE  RO61E, 

f^oflmafitr  General. 

Xq  the  Right  Ifonourable  the  IfOrds  Commfflioners  of  his  Majedy^t 
Treafury. 
My  Lor]>s, 

AVE  have  the  honour  to  reprefcnt  to  your  Lord/hips,  in  anTwer  to  Mr. 
Rofe*s  letter  of  the  7ih  of  Oflober,  touching  certain  matters  mentiosed 
in  the  report  of  the  Sele6i  Committee  on  Finance  upon  thi»  o^e,  that 
almoft  ^ery  point  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  CoromKiioflVBrs  oC 
Enquh-y,  referred  to  bv  that  Committee*-  has  either  in  iiibftancf  been 
carried  into  effeft,  or,  naving  been  a4tempt«d»  has  been  di(i:ontinued  for 
reafoas  >^hich,  i|ci  the  mind  of  the  poflnAater-gencral^  were  convincing 
and  fatisfaAory. 

After  this  prelimioaiir  obfervatiofi,  we  have  firft  to  ftate  to  your  Xord- 
ihips,'  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kore*a  letter,  t)iat  the  accountant  geoer?l  has  beea 
frequently  invited  to  e(labUih  upon  the  receipt  of  thia  revenue  any  new 
checks  he  might  think  necefiary :  And  we  refisr  your  ^rdAiips  to  hit 
flatement  delivcrad  into  the  Coir.raittee  on  Finance,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  <<  his  checks  are  toiaUy  uttvUraincd,  certain,  and  effec* 
«»  lual.** 

In  confeqvence  of  your  Lordfhips^  dtre6lions,  that  inftru£lions  ihould 
be  drawn  up  for  the  aCoountam- general  to  keep  a  regular  account  of  the 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  ifcriver-general,  (b  as  to  afcertain  the  czaA 
balance  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  every  week,  we  have  called  upon  the 
nccountam-genenil  for  his  opinion  aa  to  the  praAicabiliiy  and  effe£l  of 
fuch  a  regulation,  which  opimon  we  inclofit. 

He  ftates,  tlwlt  fuch  a  mode  may  he  reduced  to  a  reffular  fyftem  by  the 
current  warrants  faeiiig  daily  rrgtftered  in  his  office,  and  that  by  thoTe,  and 
other  documents  in  his  itoffcffion,  he  (hall  be  completely  enabled  to  lay 
before  the  poflnnfler-gehej-al  the  dlftin£V  proportion  between  the  receiver- 
general's  weekly  balance  and  the  floating  public  demands  %  but  this  duty  • 
will  require  more  affiftance,  and  will  f^Uy  employ  one  additional  clerk,  to 
whom  a  lefs  iabry  than  £.  70  a  year  ought  not  to  be  given. 

If  the  accountant- general's  ideas  are  adopted,  which  it  feema  very 
proper  to  do,  we  fhalt  he  able  to ,  afcertain*  at  the  end  of  the  prefent 
ijtianer,  very  nearly  what  the  "  rcferve'*  in  the  receiver- general's  handa 
ought  to  be,  both  as  it  regards  the  weekly  payments,  and  thofe.dcmanda 
ipade  towards  the  end  of  the  quarter j    but  at  prefent  we  cannot  ftate  it 

with 
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with  the  accuracy  iKceAaiy  to  the  atlainment  of  yoor  I^onUkipt*  ob. 
jea. 

With  refpe^l  to  all  bills  undergoing  an  inreiligatjon  by  the  acco— ub'. 
general,  as  to  the  ^'  faimefs  of  the  prices^'*  we  beg  leave  fo  fate  it  at 
our  opinion,  that  no  one  man  can  be  competent  to  fuch  tnveft^atM,  ad 
even  if  he  were,  that  the  prefent  mode  is  infinitely  fuperior*  aad  a  bmcc 
better  check  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  tbad  tbe  other, 

cellity  of  expfaii  ' 


and  upon  this  point  we  muft  be  under  the  necei 
(elves  at  large. 

The  great  expenditure  of  this  department  branches  into  Hoar  dtfirac 
heads : 

Fh  ft,  the  packet  fenrice. 

Second,  the  mail-coaches. 

Thirdly,  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  by  horie  zpd  cart. 

Fourth,  building  and  premiflet • 

For  the  packet  ierrice^'  our  infpeflor,  who  was  rvcomincDdeKl  to  »  bf 
the  Navy  Board,  examines  all  articles  of  expenditure,  compares  tliesi 
with  the  current  prices,  is  in  the  refponfibility  of  what  he  reoomroadf  ^i 
to  pay,  and  no  bill  whatever  receives  our  warrant  until  it  baa  his  previoBt 
iignature :  The' articles  are  of  fuch  various  dcfcriptions*  that  bone  b«:  i 
perfon  brought  up  to  the  profeilion  could  podibly  judge  as  to  the  coneS- 
nefs  of  the  charge ;  and  in  proof  of  our  aflertion  we  have  it  in  oar  power 
to  ftate,  that  the  accuracy  and  Indufhy  of  the  infpe^or  has  fkred  the  it- 
▼enue  a  veiy  confidenble  fum,  exchifive  of  near  £.  xojooo  £iTed  by  tk 
redu6lion  ot  the  pay  for  hire,  &c.  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  five  years. 

The  mail  coach  expenditure  is  certain  and  unvaried,  except  in  voy  isw 
cafes,  the  contractors  agreeing  to  perform  the  (ervice  at  one  peony  per 
asile  each  way,  an  allowancie  of  guards,  and  an  exemption  warn  ton- 
pikes ;  any  incidental  bills,  previous  to  our  warrant  for  payment,  sn 
examined  and  figned  by  the  ibperintendant  of  that  department,  who  » 
extremely' competent  to  his  duty,  and  refponfible  to  us  for  the  fame. 

The  convevance  of  mails  by  horfe  and  cart  is  always  agreed  for  by  ik 
furveyor  of  the  diftriC^,  and  it  ever  given  to  the  perfon  who  wiD  ander- 
take  It  upon  the  loweft  terms ;  the  reatons  of  any  advance  are  folly  detail- 
ed  by  the  furve^or  to  our  fecretary,  and  reported  upon  by  him  to  ns,  pce> 
VTOus  to  its  being  fanftioned ;  fo  that  the  check  upon  the  ezpenditttce  is 
this  inflance  alfo  appears  to  us  to  be  as  effedual  as  podible. 

Upon  the  other  aitide  of  expenditure,  viz.  the  buildings.  Sec.  as  Nfr. 
Rofe's  letter  admits  the  fiirvcyor*s  examination  of  the  bills  to  be  as  t&c- 
tual  as  any,  it  is  unneceifary  to  explain  particulars  relative  to  it  ^  bot  yecr 
Lordfhips  will  at  once  fee  that  the  principle  admitted  to  be  cone&  in  the 
furveyor^s  infhince,  applies  ihriCtly  to  the  other  branches  of  expenditmc 
which  we  have  enumeratei.  * 

With  refped  to  the  fmall  articles  of  expenditure,  the  iblicttor*s  bills  sie 
examined  by  a  refpdElable  and  independent  perfon  in  the  profeiSon  $  and 
in  the  Weft  India  lilands,  and  at  Halifax, -Nova  Scotia,  any  cxpences 
incurred  (which  is  not  often  the  cafe)  are  certified  by  two  refpcdabk 
merchanu  and  inhabitants  of  the  plsce ;  and  in  all  pcflible  inftincca  «e 
afcertain  that  the  prices  charged  are  the  fair  and  ufual  prices  befoie  mt 
iflue  our  warrant  tor  the  payment  of  any  demands  made  upon  us. 

Upon  this  fubjeft  it  is  only  neccflary  to  add,  that  the  accountant-gr- 
neral  does  examine  all  voucher?,  and  is  fatis£ed  as  to  the  proper  appf9- 
priation  of  the  monies  granted  by  our  warrant. 

With 
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With  refpefttotliereeeivcr-genenrs  keeping  hit  caih  at  the  bank,  we  beg 
to  refer  your  LordibipK  to  hia  ftateinent  ioclofed,  by  which  it  appears  that 
an  increal^  to  the  eftablifbroent  of  hit  department  will  be  neceflaiy»  if  that 
plan  be  adopted ;  it  is  however  very  prattscable. 

The  fending  oat  for  acceptance  the  numeroai  and  valuable  bills  re- 
mitttti  by  the  country  poftmafterSi  will  not  only  occafion  great  additional 
trouble>  but  very  much  incfeafe  the  lefponiibility  of  the  receiver. ^neraij 
at  prefaat  bis  banker  iends  out  all  the  bills  for  accepfapce :  if  he  is  ta  be 
direftcd  in  future  to  pay  into  the  bank  of  England  all  the  remittances  he 
receiver,  he  will  be  under  the  neceflity  bf  employing  two  or  more  peribns 
for  the  fole  duty  of  piefcnting  country  bills  for  acceptance ;  in  that  cafe  he 
tnuft  not  only  take  veiy  large  fecurity  from  the  perfons  fo  emploved,  but 
their  fituation  in  his  department  muft,  in  point  of  Salary,  be  rendered  va< 
luable  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  fecurity  requiied.  The  receiver- 
general  ftates  it  as  his  opinion,  that  no  Ids  than  two  permanent  clerks  will 
be  neceflary,  if  the  ca(h  be  to  be  kept  at  the  bank,  and  if  the  anraogefpent 
as  to  the  ftate  of  the  public  balance  in  his  hands  be  adopted.^- We  there- 
fore prefume,  that  in  that  cafe  the  falary  to  the  firft  of  the  two  clerks  to  be 
appointed  (hould  be  lool.  and  to  the  fecond  Sol.  per  annum. 

As  to  the  amount  of  the  monies  in  the  ^  hands  of  the  deputy  poftmafter 
general  of  Scotland,  we  have  all  reafon  to  believe  it  as  fmall  as  poflible, 
and  that  as  foon  as  the  balance  can  be  afcertained  it  is  remitted,  at  leaft  fo 
it  is  ^aied  to  us  by  the  accountant  of  the  Edinburgh  office :  we  fliall  how. 
ever  direfl  our  deputy  there  to  remit  weekly  what  he  receives  from  the 
poftmafters  in  that  kingdom,  and  his  receipts  at  the  head  office  $  if  upon 
experiment  this  does  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  (of  which  we  have  fome  doubts) 
we  (hall  fee  whether  in  confequence^of  the  late  increafed  rate  of  poftage,  he 
cannot  remit  io,oool.  inftead  of  S,oool.  every  quarter  previous  to  the  ex- 
a£^  bslance  being  afceitained. 

We  bate  h  alio  in  contemplation  to  dire&  the  poftmafters  of  fome  of  the 
principal  towns  in  this  kingdom  to  remit  a  given  fum  in  the  middle  of  each 
quarter,  inftead  of  their  waiting,  as  they  now  do,  until  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  for  the  accounts  fent  from  this  office  to  them  fpecifying  the  ba- 
lance due  from  them  to  this  revenue  :  this  regulation  will  confiderably  ac- 
celerate the  payments  into  the  exchequer. 

What  your  Lordlhips  have  obf<rve4  upon  the  prefent  packet  eftabliih- 
ment,  makes  it  neceflary  for  us  to  go  at  length  into  that  i'ubjeA. 

The  prefent  plan  was  the  refult  of  much  confideration,  and  all  poffible 
information  was  obtained  from  every  department  capable  of  affording  it, 
as  well  as  from  individuals,  before  we  determined  upon  it,  fubjeA  as  it  was 
then  to  your  Lordfhips*  rejeflion  or  approbation.  We  had  the  ftrongeft 
difpofition  to  advertife  the  packets,  and  were  only  prevented  fnm  Hie  adop- 
t;on  of  that  or  fome  other  mode,  by  a  thorough  convifiion  that  the  prelent 
was  the  beft. 

In  fupport  of  this  afTertion  it  is  neceflary  co  Aate,  that,  whenever  wt 
have  wanted  oocaiional  packets,  we  have  not  been  able  in  any  one  inftance 
to  get  them  furniihed  at  fo  reafonable  a  rate  as  .thofe  upon  our  own  eftab- 
lifhment ;  and  before  we  determine  upon  the  eftabliihment,  one  of  the  firft 
merchants  in  London  was  confulted  upon  every  article  of  their  expence, 
and  he  declared  it  was  impoflible  he  or  any  other  merchant  coukl  under- 
take it  for  Isfs; 

If  we  were  to  advertife  for  perfons  to  contra£l  to  fupply  the  Packets  for 
the  fcTvice  of  this  office,  there  would  no  doubt  be  numerous  otters  to  un- 
dlertake  a  bufinefs  of  the  kind,  and  fome  of  them  might  appear  more  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public  than  the  pjrefent  terms }  but  io  a  matter  of  ip 

Appen.  Vol.  IL  f  much 
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with  tbe  poftmafter-general  for  the  time  being*  who  are  ttfyonGhlt  kt  tbe 
tnill  repofed  in  them }  but  itTuch  a  bill  be  neceflary,  fimilar  to  tfaar  (oq- 
tatis  mutandis)  which  was  propofed  in  the  year  17S},  to  compdpcrfcatto 
execute  their  own  duties  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  not  to  be  ablent  widboot 
leave,  we  will  dire  A  our  foiicitor  to  prepare  a  bill  for  your  Lonlflupt*  cos. 
fiderationi  to  be  propofed  to  the  Houfc  uf  Commons,  if  you  fluJl  tkiak 
fit. 

After  the  labgricus  and  minute  invefti^ation  of  erery  oCBce  upoi  tk 

ef^ablifliment  of  this  department,  and  upon  which  that  cAabblhmat  vii 

fanAiohed  by  the  Privy  Council,  we  are  not  aware  what  pans  of  Us 

charges  of  management  will  admit  of  impiovement  or  reduftion :  if  foci 

parts  be  po'nted  out,  we  fliall  moft  readily  confider  and  report  upon  then. 

We  beg  leave  to  date,  that  it  is  matter  of  conftant  and  daily  confider- 

-  ation  how  the  correfpondence  of  the  coimtry  can  be  moft  facilitated  and  ia- 

proved,  either  by  the  cflablifliment  of  new  mail  coaches,  or  by  theopoiai 

new  copmunications  by  the  horfe  pofts .    The  infinite  variety  of  altentia» 

carried  into  effe^l  each  ^ear  fufEciently  proves,  that  when  opportiulty  of. 

.  fers  it  is  not,  nor  will  it  ever  be  neglected ;  and  we  have  oontadoablc  pies- 

fure  in  acquainting  your  Lordlhips,  that  the  produce  of  the  revnraefaii 

amply  repaid  the  expences  which  we  havecaufedtobc  incurred  intheopca- 

ing  of  foch  new  communications. 

As  your  Lordfliips  dirtO.  us  to  confider,  whether  any  further  advaatige 
or  improvement  can  be  derived  to  the  correfpondence  in  additioa  to  tk& 
aiforded  by  the  a6l  paifed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  we  think  it  oe- 
'  ceflfary  to  call  your  Lordfhips*  attention  to  a  letter  from  as  of  the  a 3d  Jan- 
ary,  1797,  on  the  fubje6l  of  fettjing  with  the  Iriihgovcnuiientthentesof 
packet  poftage  between  the  two  kined9ms  }  for  the  want  of  which  a  vov 
confiderableTofs  to  the  revenue  is  daUy  fufta'med,  inafmuch  at  many  of  tk 
letters  to  and  from  Ireland,  and  a  great  part  of  this  kingdom,  pt&  at  1 
lefs  rate  of  poftage  than  they  did  previous  to  the  aft  alluded  to  by  yoe 
Lordfliips. 

We  alfo  beg  to  refer  vour  Lordfliips  to  Mr.  Freeling^s  plan  for  the  cw> 
dification  of  the  rates  of  poftage,  part  of  which  plan  was  the  foundaticn  (^ 
the  late  aft.  It  appears  to  us  that  confiderahle  advantages  wooM  acci« 
to  the  revenue,  if  the  principles  of  that  modification  were  to  he  extended  is 
the  vfzy  he  has  pointed  out  j  at  prefentit  flops  Aiort  at  the  diftance  of  1  p 
miles,  and  no  greater  rate  of  poftage  is  demanded  for  the  conveyance  or  a 
letter  500  miles  than  for  150. 

A  very  materia]  reafon  for  our  argument  is,  that  even  with  an  adiui- 
onal  tax  to  places  above  1 50  miles,  the  poft  office  would  ftill  hare  thep»> 
nopoly  of  the  conveyance  of  letters,  as  they  cannot  be  carried  lb  cheaply  by 
any  other  means,  confequently  there  could  be  no  inducement  to  lend  kt- 
ters  by  illegal  conveyance. 

Your  Lordfliips  have  direfted  us  alfo  to  flale,  "  Whether  any  ih^ 
can  be  done  tbi  the  fafe  conveyance  of  letters. **  We  call  your  Locdflu^* 
attention  to  a  pl.iu  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Freeling,  by  our  -direftion,  for  Ac 
.  guarding  all  the  horfe  mails  and  crofs  road  pofts  in  the  king-kmi,  whkk 
plan  was  (ent  to  your  Lordfli'ps  on  the  14th  of  March,  1796,  aod  aLota 
nibfequent  letters  of  the  23d  January,  17979  and  of  the  6th  Apnl,  179'i 
in  which  we  rcprefent  how  extnemtly  necefTary  it  is  to  adopt  thai  plan,  »d 
how  imporiunure  the  inhabitants  of  fome  of  the  firft  towns  in  the  kiogdcfl 
have  been  tor  that  proteftion  to  which  they  think  their  conefpoodcsut  a 
entitled  ^  and  we  confefs,  fmce  the  late  additional  tax  upon  kttcrt,  ctx^ 
reprcfentations  are  the  more  reafonable.     • 
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With  refpeA  to  n  more  gradual  charge  '*  upon  letters  proportioned  to 
their  wtigUt»**  it  is  a  matter  ttiat  requires  the  greateft  conilderation,  and 
'wre  are  not  yet  prepared  to  report  our  opinion  upon  it  to  your  Lordlhips. 
MTc  intend  to  collect  the  fentijnents  of  our  principal  officers  upon  the  Tub- 
JC&,  and  we  fliall  lay  the  refuU  before  your Lordmips  as  Toon  as  poffible. 

We  aie,  &c.  5cc. 
General  Pod  Office*  CHESTERFIELD. 

31ft  Oaober  1797-  LEICESTER. 

Paper  No  i.^^mentsened  in  tbeforigoimg  Rtpwt. 

Xo  the  genera]  circumftance  of  the  check  on  the  receiver-general  by  the 
accountant-general  on  the  receipts  and  payments  tif  the  poll  office,  the 
latter  begs  leave  to  refer  their  Lcrdihips  to  bis  report  on  that  fubjeft  to  the 
Comiiiittee  of  Finance. 

To  the  particular  one»  relative  10  the  weekly  examination  of  the  re* 

ceiver-general^s  balance,  fo  as  to  afcertain  how  hr  the  money  retained  in 

his  hands  does  or  dote  not  bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  neceflary  money  i^ 

fued  by  him  for  the  public  fervice,  a^veably  to  the  warrants  from  the  poft- 

roafter-generaly  tlie  accountant-general  can  have  no  hefitation  In  giving  it 

as  his  opinion  as  a  check  officer,  that  it  may  be  reduced  to  a  regular  fyftem 

by  the  current  warrants  from  the  Board  being  dulv  regiftered  in  this  office, 

fpecifying  the  periods  on  which  they  become  pavable,  to  be  compared  with 

the  weekfy  payments  as  ftated,  together  with  the  Exchequer  payments  by 

the  receiver-general,  as  alio  his  weekly  receipts  from  the  different  officesy 

and  the  money  received  from  the  deputy- poftmafter^s  remittances  as  become 

due.    With  thefe  materials  before  him,  the  accountant-general,  fumifli- 

ed  as  he  already  is  with  the  eftabliihed  checks  from  the  different  offices, 

will  be  comphftely  enabled  to  lay  before  the  poftmafter-general  the  diftin^ 

proportion  betwixt  the  receiver-general*s  weekly  balances,  and  the  floating 

public  demands.  In  ftating  this  to  their  Lordftiips,  the  accountant-general 

oegs  leave  to  reprefent  the  unavoidable  increaic  of  duty  to  his  department 

that  will  naturally  arife,  for  their  Lord(hips*  particular  coniideration,  when 

fuch  regulations  are  adopted. 

Accountant-generars  office^  ^      THOS.  CHURCH, 

lath  OAober,  1797.  Depy  Account*  Gen*.  , 

Paper  No.  ^^^wuntionid  im  thi  aforegmng  Report, 

The  receiver- general  is  equally  defirous,  from  duty  and  inclination,  to 
obey  the  inftruftions  of  both  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury  and  the 
poftroafter-general,  relative  to  the  arrangements  and  ftatement  of  the  pub-  ^ 
lie  balance  doe  to  the  revtnue  at  all  times  remaining  in  his  hands,  in  fuch 
manner  as  their  LordOiips  may  think  moft  conducive  to  the  public  fervice 
—but  begs  leave  to  obferve,  tba|  it  will  render  a  further  eftablifliment  ab- 
folutelyneceflary  in  his  department.  The  current  weekly  receipts  of  re- 
venue, though  more  than  equal  to  the  demands  at  certain  periods,  yet  at 
the  beginning  of  each  quarter  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the  demands  on  the 
receiver- general  at  that  period,  who  is  confequently  under  the  neceffity  of 
makinj^  iuch  referve,  by  a  balance  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  as  appears  to 
him,  m>m  a  comparifon  of  the  ufual  demands  in  each  quarter^  as  will  be 
fuficient  to  pay  the  warrants  iflucd  by  the  poftmafter- general. 

^  With 


46  SfATS  PAPBKS,  Ice 

With  refpeft  to  the  receiTer-geneial't  keeping  bit  calh  tt  the  hnk,  far 
certainly  could  not  obje6k  to  it,  if  the  fame  u^ee  prevailed  there  at  at  a 

L.M«.t»A«*«       frka*  mT  mvww^imvkv    frk*  O «•#>«•«#««»<«•   m^  Walla       *kA     I—imi  aiif       n  I 


bankerU »  that  of  procuring  the  acceptance  of  bdit,  the  iaaneoie  1 
of  wht^h  would  require  confiderable  additional  aiEftance  in  hit  own  oCa } 
and  he'rubmitf  it  to  their  Lordlhips*  opinion,  how  far  that  wooU  be  pnc- 
ticable  under  the  prefent  increased  duties  of  hit  department,  for  die  due 
performance  of  which  he  hat  kmg  been  under  the  conftant  neceffitj  of  aB« 
ploying  extra  clerks,  to  whom  he  il  of  opinion  Aich  an  trnportant  truft  can. 
not  properly  be  given  with  fafety  to  the  revenue.  And  turtber  bm  love 
to  obferve  to  your  Lordfliipt,  that  the  detailed  weekly  accountt  or  hit  le- 
ceipts  and  payments,  made  up  in  a  maniier  conformable  to  the  idea  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury,  communicated  to  the  pofiroafier-gcneral,  and  to 
cftablilh  the  neceflfary  communication  with  the  accoontant-j^encral,  added 
to  the  labour  of  procttrine  acceptance  of  the  bills  coBtmaally  prffa^ 
through  the  receiver-generaft  hands,  wookl,  he  it  -firmly  of  opinion,  faDy 
employ  two  permanent  clerkt  in  addition  to  thofe  at  prefent  employed  ia 
his  department. 

Receiver-genend*!  office,  J.  BOWDEN. 

nth  Oftober  1797. 


A  ftatcnxnt 


4« 
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Paper  No 

A  ftateiMiit  of  the  lofi  fuftained  by  the  capture  of  packet  boats,  oo  the 
Falmouth  ftation,  between  the  5th  of  April  17931  and  the  loth  of  Oc* 
tober  1797  s  ^Ifo  a  calculation  of  what  would  have  been  the  VBonot  of 
the  expence  of  infuring  the  packets  on  that  ftation  ag^inft  captoiv  bjdv 
enemy  for  the  fame  period. 


AMERICA  AND  WEST  INDIES, 

Anreiope      t        £'»i75o 

Queen  Chark>tte  3>295 

Prince  Wm.  Henry  2,458 

Tankerville  »,4?7 

Adiive            -  2,609 

Princefs  I^iaabeth  4,111 

Sandwich        -  ii9^5 

Tartar            -  2,371 

Swallow  (Salvage)  507 

Gnntham  (I>)  '  600 


.23,113— 


LISBON. 


Expedition 
King  George 
Thynne 


3»»5» 
2,900 

2,470 


8,610— 


CORUNNA. 

Anb  •  1,97^ 

Dutchefs  of  York      2,000 
Princefs  of  Brunfw.   2,000 


5.976— 


Balance  in  favour  of  the 
office 


;C-37f709— 
44i075  »o 


£.8i,7«4  10 


Total  lofs  by  cap- J 
tures,  as  above      y 

Balance  in  favour  of? 
the  office  J 


37»709 
39>9«* 
X.77,619 


Infurance  163  voyages, 
at  10  guineas  percent. 
on  ^  2,7do  46,9  to  10 


At  8  guineas  per  cent.        369963-* 


Infurance  128  voyages, 
at  7  guineas  per  cent, 
on  iC*3>ooo.  »8,i24^~ 

Add  one  guinea  per  cent.      4*032-* 

Sa.256— 

Infurance  50  voyages,  at 
7  guineas  per  cent,  on 
;C.2,boo  -  7>35<>— 

Add  one  guinea  per  cent.      1,050— 

SylOO— 
^.81,784   10 


The  infurance  of  the 
whole  at  8  guineas, 
as  above* 


£.77»6i9— 


STATB  PAPBRSy  9tGm  49 

im  the  flfongoin^  Report. 


The  «Driirance  for  the  Jamaica  Toyaget  is  now  i6  guineas  out  and  homt, 
the  Leeward  IQands  ix  gujneas,  and  the  American  voyages  t  guineas* 
this  calculation  is  made  at  lo  guintas  on  the  whole,  as  an  average  for  the  % 
years  pail,  but  by  the  fum  paid  for  captures  and  damages  inengngementf, 
it  appears  the  office  has^  by  running  the  ri{k>  incurred  the  expcnce  of  . 
^.5.  %s,'%ld.  percent,  only — On  the  Lifbon  fbtion  ^.a.  4/.  7}^.  in* 
ftead  of  7  guineas  per  cent.— And  en  the  Corunna  fbtion  £,$•  IIM*  ^* 
inftead  of  7  guineas  per  cent. 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  Falmouth  ftation*  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  the  office  has  favcd  ^^.44,07  5.  10/.  by  not  bfuring. 

A  refpedable  underwriter  has  given  it  as  his  opinion^  that  were  all  thi 
packet  boats  on  the  Falmouth  ftation  infured  in  one  policy,  t  gnineai 
might  be  a  fair  price ;  even  at  that  rate  the  office  would  have  favcd 
£.39,910  by  not  infuring. 


J.  B.  BENNETT,  InTpcaor. 

Oaobera7th,  1797. 


ArPBH.  Vot.  11.  f  My 


Jo  *  STATE  rAPlUI%  ftc. 

My  Lords, 

THE  mode  propofed  by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  revenue  vmler 
your  management,  for  keeping  a  regular  account  of  the  receipts  ami  pay- 
ments of  the  Receiver  General,  fo  as  to  af'certain  the  exa^l  balance  io  bis 
hands  at  the  end  of  every  week,  appears  to  ihe  Lords  Commidioners  of  His 
Maje(ly*s  Tieafury  to  be  likely  to  be  cffc^lual  t  1  have  it  thcrefflre  in  com- 
mand from  their  Lordfltips,  to  deiire  )our  Lordfhips  will  give  dtiYdiuos  for 
the  fame  being  adopted  ;  and  my  Lords  are  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  Ac- 
countant General  being  allowed  another  clerk  at  fevtnty  pourids  a.  year  tcr 
that  purpofe. 

With  refpe^l  to  the  check  on  the  experdttnre,  as  far  as  relates  to  tht 
packets,  my  Lrords  agree  with  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  examination  of  the 
Ume  by  the  InfpeAoi'  is,  as. in  the  infhnce  of  the  Surveyor  with  regard  to 
the  buildings,  tne  befl  that  can  be  applied ;  but  their  Lordfhips  are  pleafed 
to  confirm  their  direAions,  communicated  in  my  letter  of  the  yth  0£lober, 
that  in  every  other  branch  of  your  department  the  prices  (houtd  be  checked, 
and  the  vouchers  fhould  be  examined  by  the  Accountant  General,  which 
Vill  not  prevent  any  previous  check  or  examination  by  fuch  other  officers  as 
y«QvLoniAii]><  may  think  ufefui. 

On  the  fubjed  of  appointing  to  vacancies  fuch  officers  who  upon  a  change 
of  eflablifhment  have  leceived  penfions,  my  Lords  expt^  the  diie&ior*s  coo- 
fained  in  my  letter  above- mentioned  to  be  nunflually  complied  with,  as  far 
as  in  each  cafe  that  can1)e  done  without  defeating  the  fair  and  jiift  ptctea- 
fions  of  thofe  in  a£lual  employment,  who  from  .various  canfes  may  have  a 
claim  to  fill  focb  vacancies,  at  my  Lords  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  your  Lord- 
fhips merely  having  their  inftru6lions  on  that  head  under  your  futuie  coa- 
fidcration  and  attention. 

My  Lords  will  themfelves  take  the  neceflary  mealiires  for  propofing  to 
Ptrliancnt  a  Bill  to  prevent,  in  all  future  appointmentSi  the  doty  of  any 
officer  in  the  revenue  oein^  executed  by  deputy. 

The  degree  of  inconvenience  fbted  by  the  Receiver  General  to  be  likely, 
in  hb  opinion,  to  attend  his  depofiting  at  the  Bank  the  public  money  which 
comes  to  his  hands«  does  not  appear  to  my  Lords  tojuftity  a  non-compliance 
with  the  recommendation^  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  On  that  fubje£l,  as 
it  does  not  appear  to  my  Lords  that  much  rifk  can  be  incurred  by  his  o]>- 
laining  the  acceptance  of  bills  previous  to  their  being  lent  to  the  Bank, 
which  are  probably  feldom  due  when  they  come  to  his  hnnds  :  my  Loid> 
are  therefore  pleafed  to  defire  your  Lordfhips  will  ^ive  the  necefTiry  direc- 
tions for  the  Receiver  General  opening  an  account  with  the  Bank  of  England. 
My  Lords  will  have  under  their  further  confiderarion  the  other  parts  ot 
your  report  of  the  3xft  of  prober,  and  will  communicate  thdr  pleafure  to 
yoor  Lordfhips  thereupon^  as  foon  as  they  fhall  decide  on  the  fame. 
I  am. 
My  Lords, 
Treafury  Chambers^  Your  Lordffiipt  moft  humble  fervant, 

iatht)ec.»797.  (Signed)  GEORGE  ROSE. 

Pofimafltr  Gimrai. 


No.V. 


t    St     ) 


No.  V. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Seieft 
Committee  on  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Parliament, 

Tax-Office. 


Gentlfmen, 

TllKKE  is  a  fuggeftion  in  the  eighth  ref>ort  of  the  SeleA  Conrniittoe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Cominous  on  Finance,  itf  the  laft  SeiTion  of  Parliaiiient»tb«t 
the  advantages  derived  by  the  Ruceivers  General  of  the  taxes  under  your 
management  are  more  than  fufEcient  tocompeniatethem  tor  the  afldirional 
trouble  occafioned  thereby  ;  and  that  the  increafin^  facility  with  which  ibe 
ccmmercial  intcrcourfe  of  the  country  has  been  cr»i  ritd  on  internally  for  fome 
years*  hat  Icflencd  tlie  difficulty  o^  remittances  to  Lrn<ion  {  I  have  it,  there- 
fore* in  command  from  the  Luids  CommiiHonersof  His  Majelly*sTreBCtiry»  , 
to  defire  you  wilt  ftate  to  their  Lordlhips«  whether  you  aie  of  opinion  (on 
coofideration  of  the  obfervat ions  above-mentioned)  reqiittanccs  can  be  made 
more  quickly  or  regularly  than  at  prei^nt  by  the  Receivers  General,  and 
confequently  their  bahmces  be  kept  loMff r  than  tliey  have  bren. 

lam  further  dire6lcdby  my  Lords,  in  coniequence  of  another  fpggeftion 
of  the  faid  Committee,  to  dtrc:6l  you  to  report  whether,  confidering  the  cir* 
cumftances  above  referied  to,  tliere  ilill  exists  a  ne^eility  i'or  continuing  to 
the  receivers  in  Wales,  and  a  few  other  dift»nt  counties,  where  tlie  collec- 
tions are  linall,  the  allowances  they  have,  in  the  nature  cf  .a  poundage,  for 
conduct  money. 

The  charges  of  management  in  Scotland  are  Hated  to  be  nearly  doubly  to 
thofe  in  En^and,  although  there  aie  none  on  the  land  tax :  if  the  computa- 
tion  is  made  on  the  whole  receipts,  they  are  httk  more  than  4I.  6$.  per  cent, 
bu^il  the  land  tax  is  dedufled,  as  it  Ihould  be,  there  being  no  charges  on  ' 
that,  the  rate  will  be  61.  13s.  per  cent.  My  Lords  are  awnre,  that  confider- 
ing the  extent  of  Scotland,  compared  with  the  amount  of  the  rt venue  col- 
UtXed  in  it,  the  expcuces  mutt  ntcelfarilybe  much  heavier,  in  proportion  to 
the  net  amount,  than  in  England  ^  that  an  augmentation  having  been  lately 
made  to  the  Salaries  of  the  lurveyor8,on  a  recommendation  from  the  Biu'ons 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  that  the  gendemen  in  the  cour.try  have  c(  mplained 
of  the  infufficiency  of  the  allowances  to  the  collectors  in  wide  diltri£ts, 
wherein  fmall  fums  are  payabl-,  there  is  not  much  reafon  to  hope  the  ex- 
pences  can  be  reduced  -,  but  my  Lords  are  defnous  of  knowing  whether  you 
think  any  reduflion  thereof  is  pofibU, 

The  loft  and  inconvenience  10  »/which  the  public  has  been  fabje6led  by  the 
detention  of  money  In  the  hands  of  different  perfons,  who  have,  within  the 
ialt  thirty  years,  been  Receivers  General  in  Scotlaiid,  renders  it  extremely 
deiirable  that  meafures  (liould  be  taken  to  enforce  a  more  fpeedy  remittance 
of  the  taxes,  than  under  the  prefent  regulations;  ray  Lords  are  therefore 
pleafed  todireA  you  to  report  to  them  how  ihat  can  be  dotie  molUfFc^ually. 

It  appears  the  Re-reiver  General  has  now  a  poundage  to  the  amount  of 
730I,  a  year  (exclufwe  of  what  will  arife  from  the  'axes  lately  unpofed)  and 
a  falary  of  650I.  the  latter  being  admitted  by  him  tp  be  rather  more  than 
Sufficient  to  cover  charges  of  ail  forts.     If,  however,  yoj  iball,  on  confidera- 

g  a  tion 
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tion  of  the  AibjeAy  be  of  opinion  that  feme  incrcafed  allowance  IhouM  he 
made  to  him  in  lieu  of  his  nctng  allowed  to  retain  any  large  baTances,  tiesr 
Lordihips  defir^  you  will  ftate  in  what  manner  you  think  that  <hoiild  be 
made,  and  to  what  extent. 

At  the  reafons  which  induced  the  legiflature  to  proyide  for  the  apprapria- 
tlOn  of  the  commutatftm  tax,  under  the  aa  of  the  a4.th  Qeo.  III.  cap.  3I. 
in  the  manner  direded  by  thii  a^,  no  longer  evilis,  I  am  difeded,  bj  my 
Lords,  to  defire  you  will  have  a  bill  prepared  for  the  faid  dotiea  be^ng  p3^ 
immediately  into  the  Exchequer,  inftead  of  being  remitted  to  the  cufloms,  u 
at  prtfent,  in  order  that  their  Lordfhips  may  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  cocfi. 
deration  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  arepleafed  to  direAyou,  at  the  fame  time,  to  report  what  oiea- 
fures  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  nfK>(l  likely  to  enforce  the  f}>e*dy  tnnfmtffiflD 
of  the  money  by  the  county  eolleftorsto  the  Receiver  Geneial  tn  Scotland  ; 
«s  it  appears  by  a  return  made  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the  arvean 
in  their  hands,  or  due  by  the  country,  were  ^.190,000  on  the  5th  of  April 
laft,  although  the  annual  receipt  is  only  ^.136,000 1  or,  if  it  (ball  appear  to 
you,  that  givaierregularity  on  that  fubjea  cannot  be  enforced,  that  yoa  will 
tiate  to  their  Lordihips  the  reafons  which  induce  you  to  think  Co.  Oa  this 
point  the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  prtfent  Receiver  General,  and  ot 
-Mr.  Ford^ce,  formerly  in  the  fame  (ttuation,  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the 
report  before  reftrred  to  (A  15  and  16)  may  be  worthy  your  attention. 

I  tranfmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  n*.e  co  the  Lord  Advo* 
cate  for  Scotland,  refpeding  a  fuggeftion  of  the  Committee  for  making  the 
e(lates  of  debtors  to  the  Crown  in  Scotland  liable  to  Exchequer  proccis  m 
England. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  ice. 
»    Treafury  Chambera»  GEORGE  ROSE. 

7th  Oft.  1797. 
Conpf^ffiowrs  Taxes. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

AS  it  appears  by  an  account  bid  by  you  before  the  SeIcA  Commitlef 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Finance,  in  the  lait  Seifion  of  Parliament,  that 
the  money  due  from  the  eftate  of  the  late  Mr.  Jackfon,  as  Receiver  General 
for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  cannot  be  recovered  till  a  claim  of  the  Crown 
in  right  of  the  droits  of  Admiralty  on  the  faid  cfiate  is  afcertained  $  I  am 
commanded  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  M»jefty*8  Treafucy  to  di^ 
rcB.  you  to  lay  before  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  a  date  of  the  pro- 
ceedings  which  have  been  had,  and  of  the  right  vou  conceive  the  public  to 
have  in  Mr.  Jackfon^s  remaining  property,  and .  deiire  their  opinicm  vpfaat  is 
fit  to  be  done  for  fettling  the  queftion,  in  ocder  to  the  produce  being  made 
available  either  to  the  Crown  or  to  the  public. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Scc» 

GEORGE  ROSE. 

P.  S,  The  Solicitor  to  this  oHice  carried 
en  the  fuit  againft  the  late  Mr.  Jackfon,  and 
has  direftions  to  give  all  the  information  in  hia 
power  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Treafury  Chambers,  * 

7^hOa.  X797. 
Commiffouir/  Taxes. 


Mr 
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My  Lord, 

CONSIDERABLB  difficulties  have  arifcn  in  recoTcrlog  fiom  puUic 
accountants  in  Scotland,  money  received  by  them  for  taxes,  as  your  Lordihip  ' 
Icnovis,*  owing  to  real  eAatcs  ih  that  part  of  the  united  k.ingdom  not  being 
lubjcAy  as  in  Engbnd,  to  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  Crown  by  Re- 
ceivers and  their  fureties ;  on  which  fubje^l,  ohfervationii  have  been  made 
by  the  SeieA  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  lad  Seilion  of  Parliament ;  I  am 
therefoie  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  Majeliy*«  Trea- 
fury  to  defire  your  Lordfhip  will  acquaint  me,  for  the  information  of  my 
Lords,  whether  you  fee  any  material  obje6li<ons  to  the  law  being  altered  with 
refped  to  Scotland,  as  fuggefted  in  the  fald  report,  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclofe.   . 

I  am»  my  Lord,  5:c.  ^c. 
Trcafary  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

iiih06l.  1797- 
7Tn  Lord  Advocate  Jar  Scotland, 

Sir, 

1  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  His  Majefty*s  Tm* 
fury  to  tranfmit  to  you  copy  of  a  letter  they  have  dire£led  to  be  fent  to  the 
Commiflioners  of  the  Taxes,  on  the  fuhjeA  of  the  debt  due  to  the  public 
from  the  late  Mr.  Jackfon,  Receiver  General  of  the  land  tax  for  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,  and  Receiver  of  the  droits  of  Admiralty  j  and  to  defire  you 
will  give  them  all  the  information  in  your  power  refpe£ling  the  i'uit  carried 
'  on  by  you  agatnft  Mr.  Jackfon,  as  receiver  of  the  faid  droits, 

I  am.  Sir,  ice. 
Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

iithOfl.  1797. 
Jofipb  frtiii,  Efq. 

Sir,  Edinburgh,  7th  Nov.  1797. 

IN  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  Hit 
Majefty'^s  Treafury,  (ignified  to  me  by  your  letter  of  the  x  ith  laft  month* 
and  in  which  I  am  dire^ed  to  ftate,  for  their  Lordfhip^s  information,  whe« 
ther  any  material  ob}e6lions  occur  to  me,  why  real  eftaces  in  Scotland  ifaould 
sot  be  made  fubje^i,  as  in  England,  to  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  the 
payment  of  debts  duir  to  the  Crown,  I  beg  leave  humbly  to  report. 

That  by  the  a5l  of  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  by  (he  Britiih  a6^» 
6  Ann.  cap.  26.  eftablifliing  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  it  has 
been  fixed  and  fettled  that  the  Crown  ihall  have  no  preference,  by  writ  of 
extent  or  otherways,  over  the  real  landed  eftates  of  its  fubje^^s  in  Scotland. 
But  this  does  not  prevent  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  revenue,  from 
attaching  fuch  eilatcs  for  debts  di»e  to  the  Crown,  in  the  fame  manner  and 
on  the  fame  footincr  as  any  private  creditor  may  do  in  fatisfadion  of  any 
private  debt.— This  may  be  done  cither  by  adjudication,  or  judicial  fale  of 
the  dcbtor*s  eftate  :  but  as  the  law  of  Scotland  admits  all  creditors,  who 
enter  an  appearance  within  a  year  after  the  date  of  the  firft  adjudication,  to 
come  in  equally  with  fuch  adjudger  for  a  rateable  Ihare  of  the  debtor's  eftate  ; 
and  as  the  forms  of  bringing  an  eftate  to  judicial  fale  are  tedious,  a  conAder- 
able  period  of  time  ufually  elapfes  before  the  price  of  fnch  eftate  can  be  di- 
vided rateably  among  the  different  creditors. 

I  do  humbly  conceive,  that  the  propofal  to  alter  the  law  in  thefe  tti^SLt 
is  liable  to  many  unfurmountable  obje^icns.  It  would  be  confidered  by 
»11  dcfcriptioni  of  pcrfons  in  Scotland,  as  a  direft  breach  of  the  treaty  oif 

union. 
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union.  It  would  direflly  tend  fo  annihilate,  in  a  grtzt  dcgrfe,  fbe  complete 
Security'  which  the  records  of*Scorland  afford  to  all  peiTons  lending  ihctr 
money  on  the  faith  of  them  ;  and  would  not,  ih  my.opimpn,  add  to  tfceaf- 
timate  fccurity  of  the  Ciown,  which,  either  hy  proftrcuting  thr  pcrCasul 
elhite  or  the  furetics  of  the  Crown  dehtor,  vr  by  attaching  his  and  rheir 
real  eftares*  4n  the  manner  above  ftated,  muft  be  as  cfFc^ualty  frcured*  at 
by  introducing  a  preference,  which^  pr«viotit  to  the  pnion,  was  vnknown  ia 
the  law  of  Scotland}  is  repugnant  to  irs  principles,  and  as.fuch  was  expli- 
citly provided  againti  by  that  treaty,  and  by  the  Brici/h  Parlrameor. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain >  &c. 

R.  DUNDAS. 
Cfor^e  kofi,  Efq. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORDS   COMMISSIONERS  of  his 
MAJESTVs  TREAbURY. 

May  it  please  your  LottDSHiPS, 

IN  obedience  to  your  Lordfhip's  commands,  iignificd  to  us  by  Mr, 
Rofe's  letter,  dated  the  7tli  Oftober  laft,  dcfiring  our  opinion  oa  certain 
t'uggeftions^Contained  in  the  eighth  report  oftheSeleA  Committee  of  the 
Houfeof  Commons  on  Finance,  in  the  hft  Srffion  of  Parliament,  we  hare 
taken  the  fame,  with  the  report  itfeif,  into  our  confideratfouy  and  humbly 
reprefent  as  follows ; 

ift.  "  Whether,  on  account  of  the  prefent  advantages  derived  to  R^- 
"  ceivcrs  General,  and  on  account  of  the  increafrngtacdity  of  the  com- 
•«  mercial  intercourfe  of  the  country,  remittances  caf^  be  made  more 
•«  quickly  or  regularly  than  at  prefent  by  the  Receivers  Geneial,  and 
««  confequentjy  their  balances  be  kept  lower  than  they  have  been  ?'* 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  the  number  of  new  duties  within  thefe  few  yean 
have  increa£cd  the  receipt,  and  confequently  the  poundage  of  the  receivers*} 
but  their  trouble  and  charges  have  likewife  increafed  in  a  great  degree : 
they  have  incurred  confiderable  expence  and  inconvenience  in  givyig  addi- 
tional fecuritics,  ^nd  obtaining  their  ntw  comm'ilions:  they  are  obltgt^  to 
keep  a  feparate  account  of  the  numerous  duties,  and  topafs  them  witbtbe 
nuc!itor  »t  an  increafed  expence  \  they  take  more  time  io  going  through 
their  receipts,  and  require  additional  affiitance.  From  thefe  circonnfianccs 
we  apprehend  that  the  (ituaticn  of  the  Receivers  of  fmali  counties  is  very 
little  benefited,  and  the  profits  of  other  Receivers  by  no  means  fo  much  lA- 
cieafcd  as  they  appear  to  be.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  wouU 
not  at  prefent  be  advifable  to  reduce  thofc  balances,  which  the)*  have  hithcno 
been  permitted  to  retain,  for  the  purpofe  as  well  of  indemnifymg  themiclvts 
for  their  heavy  expences,  as  being  better  able  to  anlwer  the  frequent  demands 
which  are  made  upon  them  for  p'jblic  fervices.  In  giving  this  0{*inioa,  we 
hope  we  fhall  not  be  thought  to  be  inattentive  to  the  principles  of  oeconcmy 
fo  properly  recommended.  We  conf:der  the  ofHce  of  Receiver  to  be  an  im- 
portant truft ;  and  we- are  apprehenfive,  that  if  its  profits  wtre  fiircher  re- 
duced, it  would  ceafe  to  be  an  objcA  with  peifons  of  con.'equence  in  the 
country,  and  of  courfe  fall  into  the  bands  of  peribns  of  much  kii  refpe£U- 
bility  than  the  preient  Receivers.  / 

2dly.  «  Whether  there  is  any  necefHty.  for  coatinntiig  to  the  Recetvm 
in  Wales*  2ec.  the  allowance  of  condu^  money  >" 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  fame  cjiufe  which  firft  gave  rife  to 
that  aJUwance .continues  ftill  to  cxift  in  a  confiderable  degree;  thediftance 

tboie 
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tliofe  Rereivws  liavc  to  fravel,  the  fmallncfs  of  their  i^eceipts,  and  ihc  quan- 
rity  offm.*ll  money  (particularly  in  Wales)  they  arc  obligod  to  receive, 
make  their  expences  proportionably  greater  than  thofc  of  other  Receivers. 
As  Come  proof  that  our  opinion  is  not  unibunded,  a  rerpe£>able  Wcllh  Re- 
ceiver has  recently  rtfignedhisoflicejhecaun:  thai  he  ihoughithat  his  profit* 
y^rerc  inadequate  to  the  riik,  trouble,  and  expence.  Wc  are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that*  this  allowance  of  conduA  money  ihould  be  continued  to  thofe 
Receivers;  hut  that  the  b^lance^rfuffered  to  remain  in  their  hands  ftiouldbe, 
as  they  ulually  have  been  (within  tbei'e  few  years)  lefs  than  thoie  of  other 
Receivers  by  about  ^.z,ooo. 

3dly.  •«  Whether  any  red u^ ion  of  the  charges  of  Management  in  Scot- 
•«  land  is  pofllble  ?'' 

Upon  this  point  wc  beg  leave  humbly  to  fubmit,  that,  from  the  very  little 
communication  we  hive  ever  had  with  Scotland  (the  internal  management 
of  the  taxes  being  immediateiy  under  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer)  wc  are 
anableto  give  yuur  LordUiins  that  information  it  is  our  earned  wiiti  to  do  s 
>)tit  from  the  great  extent  of  Scoilind  compared  with  the  amount  of  the  le- 
venucy  from  the  Surveyors  Salarieii  having  latelv  been  encreafed  by  recom- 
inend;«tion  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  and  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country  having  complaineti  of  the  infufRciency  of  the  allowances  to  the  coU 
Icflors  of  wit!e  diOi  \£ia,  we  aie  inchmd  tu  think,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Scotland,  little  or  no  reduflion  in  the  cliarges  of  mauagcment  is  pofiible. 

4thly.  "  What  mcafures  will  be  moft  likely  to  enforce  the  fpecdy  tranf*. 

**  niiilion  of  the  money  bv  the  county  colle£lors  to  the  Receivers 

••  General  r 
The  Barons  appear  to  be  at  prefent  vcfted  with  aipple  powens  for  that 
purpolei  but  by  lar  the  greateft  part  of  the  Aim  ftated  by  the  Commitnce 
to  hi;  in  arrear  on  the  5th  of  April  laft  wab  due  from  the  country,  it  being 
thecuilom  in  Scotland  not  to  begin  the  coIIeA  on  of  the  land  tax  until  the 
year  is  nearly  expired,  nor  thatof  airciTed  taxes  till  after  the  whole  year  is  due. 
As  this  cuiltMU  appears  to  have  been  long  eUabjiflied,  we  fear  there  may 
be  gicat  difficulty  in  any  immediate  change  j  but  upon  this  point,  as  well  a« 
the  preceding,  we  humbly  fubmit,  whether  it  might  not  be  proper  for  your 
Lordfhips  to  coiifnlt  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  to  fee  hi  t>^ 
far  the  management  of  the  taxes  tliere  may  he  made  ta  aflimilatc  with  thofc 
of  England,  and  mgre  conformable  Co  the  dircfiions  of  the  a<^s  of  Pai  la- 
ment • 

fthfy.  <<  What  meafures  (hould  l^c  taken  to  enforceamore  Ipecdy  remit- 
*<  tance  fiom  the  Receiver  General  in  Scotland  V* 

Experience  having  (hewn  the  ill  policy  of  fo  large  a  fum  being  permitted 
to  remain  iu  his  hands,  we  aie  of  opinioq,  that  bis  balances  fhould  in  future 
be  reduced  to  the  fame  liandurd  with  thoie  of  the  Receivers  in  England,  and 
that  a  compcnfation  fliould  be  made  by  an  allowance  of  poundage  on  the 
land,  the  iaroe  as  be  i^  now  allowed  upon  tlie  other  taxes.  This,  with  the 
£.650  falary  a^  Receiver  of  Crown  Rents  and  Cafualties,  which  is  admitted 
tJ  be  more  than  fuf&cicnt  to  cover  all  his  expencas,  we  apprehend  will  be 
iufiicicnt  advantage  to  mak^:  tHe  office  refpe^able.  It  is,  however,  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  profits  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  prefent  Receiver,  who 
probably 'expelled  to  hold  his  office  upon  the  fame  terms  as  his  predeceiTor. 
Whether  any,  or  what  compcnfation  fliould  be  made  to  him  00  that  ac** 
count,  we  prcfume  not  to  give  any  opinion. 

Wc  have  only  novr  to  atki  the  allurance  of  our  unremitting  attention  in 

preventing 


j;6  8TAT£  PAVsas,  &c. 

preventing  all  the  Receivers  from  keeping  hurger  bdmces  in. I 
it  fliall  be  thought  proper  to  limit  them. 

We  are,  your  Lordibipsy  kc. 

GEORGE  BLOUNT. 
CHARLES  DERING. 
JOHN  FARNABY. 
Office  for  Taxes,  BARNE  BARNE. 

4thNov.  1797.  H.  HAYES. 

My  Lords, 
THE  Lords  Commiffioners  of  His  Majefty*s  TreaTarf  hariog  haJ 
under  their  coniideration  a  report  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Taxes  oa  a  leetcr 
their  Lordfhips  directed  me  to  fend  to  them,  in  cbnfequence  of  the  fi^grf- 
tions  contained  in  the  eighth  report  of  the  SeleA  Committee  of  the  Houieof 
Commons  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  Sefllon  of  Parliament,  refpdS^iDg  the  re- 
du&ion  of  the  charges  of  colIf£ling  the  land  and  other  taxes  under  their  nu- 
nagement,  and  of  the  more  fpeedy  remittance  of  nooney  by  the  county  col- 
lenors  to  the  Receiver  General,  and  of  the  payments  by  the  latter  into  tfae 
Exchequer,  I  am  dire^ed  by  my  Lords  to  tranfmit  to  you  extraAs  from 
the  faid  report,  fo  far  as  relate  to  North  Britain,  and  to  defire  your  Lord- 
thips  will  take  the  obfcrvations  therein  contained  into  your  confidcratioBL* 
and  report  to  my  Lords  your  opinion  on  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  that 
will  be  moft  likely  to  attain  the  objects  propofed  hy  the  Seleft  Cominittee. 

I  am,  &c. 

Treafury  Chambers,  *  GEORGE  ROSE. 

ad  Dec.  1797. 

In  this  lettrr  was  incloied  as  much  of  the  preceding  report  of  the  Com- 
miflioners of  Taxes  as  relates  to  the  revenue  in  Scotland. 

Baron*  cf  Exchequer  in  Scotland, 
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PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Ninth  Report  of  the  Sclea  Com- 
mittee on  Finance, 'appointed  in  the  laft  Seflion  of  Par- 
liament. 

Salt-Office. 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  were  apprized  hy  my  letter  of  the  5th  July  laft,  of  th«  intentions 
of  the  Lonis  Commiflioners  of  His  Majefty*s  Trealury,  to  fiibmit  to  the 
confideration  of  Parliament  the  phcing  the  collefUon  of  the  (ak  duties  un- 
der your  manaijemeDt,  ami  of  direAions  having  been  given  by  their  Lord- 
ihlps  for  obtaining  the  moft  correft  infonnatioii  that  circumftances  would 
Mroity  in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  form  a  jiidpnent  how  ftr 
fuch  transfer  would  be  likely  to  be  advantageous  to  the  public  revenue. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  Seifion  of  Parliameot*  have 
fince  recommended  the  roeafure,  and  a  Bill  has  been  drawn  for  transferring 
the  management  of  the  above- mentioned  duties  to  the  excife  accordiiiglyt 

which 
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w^fekTsioirfcndlDymibytlieirLordfliiptcoAimandfti  and  I  am  fbrdier 
direfted  to  defire  yo«  will  have  the  fame  ondsr  yoor  confideration  imme* 
dlately,  and  return  it  to  roe  on  or  before  the  14th  of  next  monthi  with  fuch 
obfienrations  as  may  occor  to'  yoa  therBunony  that  the  whole  may  be  laid 
before  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.' 

It  it  alfi>  extremely  d<;firable  that  you  flwuld  confider>  with  as  little  delay 
«$  poffible«  what  arrangement  it  will  be  neceflary  lor  you  to  make  in  the 
«vent  of  the  Bill  being -pafied  into  a  law,  to  prevent  any  nnnece&ry  delav 
in  aurying  it  into  execution,  as  well  with  refpeA  to  the  appoinAnent  of  o& 
ficcrsy  aa  tiirnifbing  thrm  with  proptr  inftniAions.  Yon  will  of  courie, 
in  chat  cafe,  take  mto  your  fenrice  fuch  of  thofe  ae  are  now  employed  under 
the  ConnNffiontFa  of  SaUt  «•  yoi>  Ikall  judge  fit  to  b«  eootimiea  in  fituationa 
cf  trvft. 

There  is  a  claofe  in  the  Bill  10  enable  the  Lords  Coromiflionen  of  Uta 
Majefty*a  Treafniy  to  make  pnnrifion  for  fuch  officers  in  the  fidt  revenue 
ma  cannot  in  future  be  employ^  in  it  under  your  management ;  and  it  will 
he  IktIklaAofy  to  my  Lords  to  be  informed,  as  loon  at  you  iiiall  have  had 
the  necefiary  commnnication  with  the  Conunt0ionera  0^  Salt  Duties,  what 
temporary  charge  will  be  likely  to  be  brought  on  the  public  by  aUowaaces 
of  the  ibrt  alluded  to. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  te. 

Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE, 

asth  Sept.  f  yoy. 


Giutlbmen, 

VARIOUS  circumftances  refpeftbg  the  rerenue  under  your  manage- 
ment have  induced  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  Majefty*s  Treafurv  to^ 
coofider  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  fubmit  to  Parliament  a  propofaf  for 
placing  it  under  the  dire^flion  of  tne  Commiffioners  of  Exclfe,  or  to  fuggelt 
iboie  new  provifions  for  checking  frauds  and  abufcs  in  it,  leaving  the  con** 
troul  with  yonr  Board.  With  ayiew  to  thefe  objefts,  their  Lordfflips  have 
direAed  Mr.  Jackfon,  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife,  to  repair  to  fome 
of  the  principal,  fait  works  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  an  expe- 
rienced officer  of  that  revenue,  in  order  that  he  may  form  a  judgment  on  the 
Ipot,  whether  the  excife  furvey  and  regulations  can  be  ulcfuUy  applied  in^he 
pro^refs  of  the  manufaAure,  and  in  the  delivery  of  the  article,  whether  for 
exportation,  for  the  fidieries,  or  for  home  confumption :  and  their  Lord, 
ihips  being  of  opinion  that  it  b  neceflTary  one  of  your  officers  ffiouM  attend 
ra^  Jackfon,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  to  direct  you  to  order  one  of 
the  moft  intelligent  and  heft  informed  officers  you  have,  to  meet  Mr.  Jack- 
fon at  fuch  pbce  as  he  (hall  appoint,  and  to  follow  all  directions  he  fhail  re- 
ceive from  bun  in  the  courfeot  bis  invefttg^ition. 

J  am.  Gentlemen,  Src. 
Treafdry  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

5th  July,  *797. 

Gbntlembn, 

A  BILL  has  been  prepared  under  the  authorttv  of  the  Lords  Commif- 
lioners of  hit  Majefty*s  Treafury,  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration.  <X 
Parliament,  for  transferring  the  coliedioi^of  the  fair  duties  to  the  manaire- 
menr  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Exci& }  which  I  have  this  day  tranlmittcd  ro 
that  Board  for  their  confideration,  with  dircAIont  to  them  to  eonfider  what 
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•iTMiffements  it  will  be  wootr  fur  them  to  tnakci  tad  wlnt  cftGBV  ts  cb- 
plotvln^  mfattfftlie  Biu  being  Mfled  into  ahwi— t  Mb HkMUN cm- 
niKMdid  fay  tlketr  lordfKtpt  to  dina  jrmi  to  grre  fiidi  inferiMftMi  ^^m  H 
TubjeA  a*  tM  Comipiflioiitn.  of  Excife  may,  from  tiliic  te  tiiiie»  ap^  ec 
you  for* 

•  I  ainit  Gentlemen^ 

Your  moft  h^ifflble  ftmnf » 
Tfeafnnr  Chambers,  CEOROB  ROSE. 

«5thSq>t.  t797* 

■       ■  '  i     y       ■  ■         I  ,    SggggeaBBgBggpaBMa— ^rf 
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PROCfeEI^tKGS  on  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  ReporU  of  die 
Sele^kCommittee  oh  Finance,  apfxxnled  in  the  laft  Scfiot 
of  Parliament 

Hawk¥:&s  and  Fedlaas,  akd  Hackney  Coaches. 

GBNTLBMEir» 

THE  opinion  formerly  (iigfefted  by  the  CommilCoiMn  appoSslci  bf 
Parliament  for  taking  and  ftattnr  the  public  accoonttv  refpcftiag  the  lop* 
Mcflion  of  one  or  more  of  the  Boaldt  for  managing  fimie  of  the  hmaikt 
branches  of  the  publte  revenuey  Imving  been  connmied  bjjt  tlie  StUxSk  CW> 
mittcc  of  the  Hoiife  6t  Commons  on  Finance  in  the  latt  Scffion  of  Padiam  f 
and  the  Lords  Commtilioners  of  His  Ms^y*s  Trtafary  haTiae  had  thi 
£ime  under  their  confiderationt  are  of  oplnioli«  that  toil  may  be  able^  ipicii. 
out  much  intontenience,  to  take  upon  yoarftlvea  the  management  of  tbi 
duties  00  hawkers  and  pedlan»  and  on  hackney  toaches^  efpcciallT  if  the 
legiAatore  Ihould  judpc  it  proper  at  the  fame  time  to  confine  the  juriidSc- 
tion  refpefVingcomplamta  agaittft  owners  and  drivers  of  the  Utter  to  the 
JulKces  of  the  Peace. 

I  am  therefore  ccN«fflaBdedby  their  Lordfiiips  to  defire  vod  will,  withnrt 
Hday»  prej^are  a  $1}^  Ict^rdinely ;  in  doing  which  the  ConrniilfiosM  for 
the  duties  before  mentioned  will  of  courfe  give  you  every  fort  of  affiibncr 
in  their  power  i  and  after  a  foil  communicatidn  with  them  00  the  (ii^edf 
my  Lords  are  pleaTed.to  direCl  you  to  report  which  6f  the  bflktrs  aew  is 
thoic  deportments  it  will  be  neceflary  IhonU  be  employed  under  you,  aad  at 
what  Salaries. 

lam  foriheri  by  command  of  my  Lords,  to  dire6(you  will  inlert  a  daofii 
in  the  fold  Bill,  to  be  fubmltted  to  the  confideratton  6f  Parliament,  for  caa* 
bling  their  Lordihi|>s  to  make  provinoti  for  the  CommiflioQcrSy  aad  tk 
oHi^rs  iiftdcr  themi  ia  the  offices  to  be  fupprefied. 

I  va,  Gentlemen,  &c. ' 

Treafurv  ChatTibers>  GEORGE  ROSE. 

id  Oct.  1797. 
Commiffhnn's  Tt'Xis. 


CkktlembH» 

THE  Selc5l,Committee  of  the  Honfe  of  Commoni-an  Finarce,  in  ths 
h(ft  Stflion  of  Parliament,  having  ia  their  tenth  r^rt  fuggefted  the  pro. 


yrJM^  of  ftipprediiis  y pur  Boardi  and  trwislerriBg  At  mttnaKOMQl  of  <h« 


anties  new  undcayour  (tiicfUon  toibme  othtrdtptftiiMm;  laatcoflMOMided 
by  ihe  Jx»rd«  Commiflionert  of  H'ti  Maieftjf*t  Trafory  to  acqqaiai  .foiiy  k 
Mtbsir  mtention  to  lubmit  to  the  confidmtion  of  Partianenr,  to  MCt  tho 
faid  duties  under  thefnanngetnenc  of  the  CooimifiiOQcri  for  affiurt  of  taxet, 
who  aie  dtreAcd  to  |ir»piirc  a  Bil)  accordinfly )  in  which  it  it  ^  intention 
of  my  lords  to  propoir  a  power  4o  themfuves  to  make  a  provtlio«  fcr  the 
members  of  your  Boaid,  and  other  pcribns  in  your  oflkvi^  whofe  ici^icct 
Aall  not  be  thought  ncceffary  under  tno  Board  of  Taxes. 
'  '  1  am,  Gmilameny  See. 

Treafury  Chambers,  ^lORG^  ROSS. 

ad  Oe).  1797- 


Gentleman,  •    .  ^  •  ,. 

TAE  SeUa  j^pmmlttee  of  thp  Houfe  of  Coi^mopt  on  Fkiance,  in  th« 
hift  SefHon  of  Parliament  having  in  their  eleychrh  report  fuggriled  t^e  pro* 
PT^Vty  of  ri^rtil|ng  your  Board,  and  iransfrrring  ine  msnagement  of  the 
duties  ^)0W  imcter  your  dirt^ion  to  another  drpartment ;  I  am  commanded 
by  the  Lor4#  CommifTioners  of  his  \fajefty*s  Treasury  to  acquaj^t  yoii|  it 
is  their  intcnVton  to  fubmit  to  the  confidcratipoof  Parliament  to  place  the 
ihid  duties  under  the  managcmeut  of  the  Commiflioners  fgr'^ffalrs  of  tas^, 
ivho  ara  dSreAed  to  fMpare  a  BLUaccorcfin?)y  i  in  which  it  is  the  iiitcnttoii 
of  my  Lords  topropofe  a  power  to  thtmfelves  to  make  a  proviiion  for  the 
members  of  your  Board,  and  other  perfons  in  your  c(Gce>  whofe  Services 
Ihall  not  be  thought  necriTarv  under  the  Board  oi  Taxes. 

I  am  Uirther  cfireAed  l^  in^r  LordOitps  to  defire  you  will  acquaint  mc, 
for  their  information,  wiiether  you  air  aware  of  any  objection  to  the  power 
of  hearing-and  deciJins  oacoiniplaints  againll  ownei  s  anddrivers  of  hackney 
coaches  being  coiifiDedrHv.ji»ftice$  of  the  Pe^<:e,  inftead  of  .a  |icvcnue  Bpard 
having  a  coocurcent  jurildiflion  with  them,  as  at  prefent. 

I  apit  Gentlemen,  Stc, 

Treafory  Chambers,  "  GEORGE  HOSE. 

4dO».  1797. 
Cmfiufiwirs  Hackney  Coacho. 

To  fie  Right  Bonourabit  the  LORDS  COMl^ISSIONERS  of  Ma 

^  MAJESTY'*  TR^ASUI^Y, 

May  IT  rLEASjt  Youn  LojiDaHi^.8, 

IN  obedtoDce  to  Tour  Lordfliips  commandi,  (ignified  to  us  by  9  letter, 
from  Mr.  Koie,  dated  the  ad  of  OAoher  lad,  it^  which  your  LonUhipa  are 
plea(ed  to  expreft  your  opinion,  «*  That  we  may  be  able,  without  much  in- 
**  c4mvcnience,  to  take  upon  oiirfelves  the  management  of  the  duties  on 
«<  hawkcra  a^  pedlars,  and  on  hackney  coaches,  efpecially  if  the  LegiiQa- 
•f  t^re  Aoukl  judge  it  proper  at  the  fame  time  to  confine  the  jori^iaion  re- 
'*  ijpeCling  complaints  againft  the  owners  and  drivers  of  the  latter  to  the 
•«  Juiiic^  of  tl»e  Peace  5" 

We  hav^  taken  the  (ame  into  confiderstion  $  and  beg  leave  to  aflure  your 
Lordflvpf  <hi»(^  will,  with  great  chearfulnefs,  undertake  the  managqnient 
of  the  datiet  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  alfo  of  thofe  on  hackney  cpaches 
(independent  pf  the  jprildi^ion)  in  the  maimer  aboTc  Ifaitfd  by  \^r.  |(o(e*a 
letter. 

k  »  In 


fo  &TiLTB  FA^EVS,   ftc. 

In  ebcdienee  to  yoat  Uniifliipa  further  d$re6U«is»  we  hsve  iiad  ooaamw 

'  Bicitioo  with  the  Commiffioners  of  hackney  coaches,  who  have  given  or 

every  iofiinoadon  in  their  power  relative  to  that  office)  from  which  ita^ 

part  to  ut*  that  die  foUowing  officers  will  be  neccffitfy  to  carry  on  the  be. 

^•elh»  when  placed  under  our  management. 

Areceiwaodregiiieri  and  two  mefloigcrtsat  the  falariet  they  at  pcc6at 
enjoy. 

We  haie  aUb  hecn  attended  .by  the  principal  clerkt  who  is  lihcwiiede* 
pnty  cadiier*  of  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  office,  and  who  has  dooette  pen- 
eipai  part  of  the  duty  of  that  oftce  for  many  yean ;  and  we  are  of  opinian* 
that  t«D  decka  and  one  jnefTenger  will  be  lufficient  to  do  all  the  hoBKia  oT 
this  department  in  London,  at  the  lame  (alaries  they  now  receive.  That  the 
bufineis  of  grantkig  licences  to  hawkers. in  the. conitry,  and  4k  dnrftiw 
nf  offences,  wil)  he  better  looked  after  by  our  funreyors  of  houies*  te.  vrko 
are  nearly  two  hundred  in  number,  than  by  the  funreyors  who  aiv  at  pie. 
^nt  employed  in  that  ienrice,  and  who  are  onhr  ferenteen  in  nmnbcr,  9h 
eluding  tbofie  in  London  t  and  we  apprehend,  nrom  the  belt  Judgment  we 
can  form  at  prefent,  that  the  bufinefs  required  of  them,  when  divided  among 
lo^manyt  wiV  be  fo  ioconfiderable,  as  not  to  entitle' ih^  to  any  other  emo- 
lument than  what  mar  arife  from  their  dure  in  the  convi£lion  of  oifimderi^ 
nnd  the  Boundaijit  of  two  pence  in  (he  pound,  hitherto  allowed  upon  the 
leceipt  ofthe  duties. 

we  havedire^lfd  our  Solicitor  to  prepare  a  Bin  with  the  clanft  inlerted» 
agree||^le  to  your  LoffdlhipsdireAions, 

Mr  e  are,  ftc*  &c» 

GEORGE  BLQUNT. 

CHARLES  DERING. 

JOHN  PARNABY. 

BARNE  BARNE.      - 
Office  for  Taxe^  BOW.  MEDOW5. 

Hth  Not.  1797*  H.  HAYES. 


No,VIIL 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Twelfth  Report  of  the  Selea  Copi. 
mittee  on  Finance,  appointed  in  the  kft  SelBon  of  Par- 
liament. 

PiEVs^oN  Duties. 

Sin, 
THE  Sele£l  Committee  ofthe  floofe  of  Commons  on  Finance,  in  the 
laft  Scilion  of  Parliament,  oblerve,  in  their  report  on  yotir  office,  that  the 
revenue  received  by  you  is  paid  Into  the  Exchequer  by  roootMy  pt]rments 
from  January  to  December;  that  the  balance  in  jAnoary  bft,  of  j(.  1,515, 
was  paid  in  on  the  ad  of  that  tnot\*h ;  that  on  the  clofe  ofthe  account  s 
final!  fum  was  due  to  you  i  and  that  in  the  end  of  April  laft  you  had  kk  hand 
^.4.1 1 .  The  Committee  then  proceed  to  remark ,  that  the  fyflem  of  hoMing 
money  in  your  hands  continues  to  exift ;  and  recommend  that  the  revenue 
IhouU  he^d  into  the  Exchequer  weekly,  or  that  the  calh  ihoold  he  kept 

•     •  "St 


^it  tive  Bank  t<c-which  bayinif  hcni  under  tbe  canfidentioa  of  tlie  Lords 
CToamifiiQBtt*  of  His  M^gefty't  Trtftfiiry,  I  am  comnianded  by  their  Lor6* 
IhiM  t^  dirt£k  y*iU  to  keep  the  puUic  igMmey  received  by  you  at  the  Baok^ 
unle£i  you  f ao,  wUhoat  inconvcDienee,  make  t^e  payments  weekly  imo  tlie 
Exc^oer. 

I  aiq>  SiTy  &c« 
Trcafuryaiambers,  GEORGE  JIOSE, 

^UiOQ.  1797. 

SlKp 

'TH^  Selea  Committer  of  tbc  Hooie  of  Commpnson  Finance  in  tho 
laft  Seflaon  of  ParliameBt^  obTenren  in  their  saporf  oiv  your  offi^  that  the 
rfircmie  received  by  you  is  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  quarterly  iaftalmenfs, 
jibd  the  whole  previous  to  the  5th  of  Jaxniary  in  each  year  |  that  the  balance 
ip  your  hand  was,  at  the  end  of  April  laft.  £.8,70O.  The  Committee 
then  proceecl  to  remark,  that  the  fvftem  of  holding  money  in  your  bandst 
continues  to  cxift  )  apid  recominend  that  the  revenue  ihould  be  paid  into  the 
Exchequer  weekly,  or  that  the  ca(h  fliould  be  kept  at  the  Bank :— >which 
havLoff  been  under  the  cooGderation  of  the  Lords  Commiifioners  of  His 
Majefty*6  T^aftuy,  I  am  commanded  by  their  LonUhips  to  dh-cft  you  ta 
|:ee|p  the  public  money  received  by  you  at  the  Bank,  unlefs  you  can,  vuth«  . 
outmconvenience,  make  the  payments  weekly  into  the  Exchequer. 

I  am,  Sir»  &c. 
Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

7th  Oft.  1797. 

John  luou^  £/q. 
RiCii*ver  9ftbi  i  j.  Du{j* 

Upper  Eaton-ftreet,  GA>rvfnor-PIactf 
OAober  9th>  1797. 

Sir* 
1  am  faonourtd  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  inftant,  informing  me  tliat 
the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  Majefty^s  Treafury  having  had  under  their 
coofideration  the  report  of  the  SeleA  Committee  on  Finance,  relative  to  my 
office  of  Receiver  of  the  Shilling  Duty  on  Salaries  and  Penfions,  their  Lofd> 
Ibips  have  been  plealed  to  commana  you  to  diieft  me  to  keep  the  public 
.  money  which  I  receive  at  the  Bank,  unlefs  'I  can,  without  inconvenience^ 
pake  the  payments  weekly  into  the  Exchequer. 

In  anfwer,  I  have  torequell  the  favour  ot  you  to  reprefent  to  their  Loid- 
fliips,  that  the  fyftem  which  I  have  hiihtrto  followed,  of  making  quarterly 
jayments  into  the  Exchequer,  has  been  in  purfuance  of  the  exprcfs  dii«c« 
rion  of  the  aft  of  the  3ad  Geo,  II.  cb«  33d,  and  that  till  now  1  never  re* 
ccttcd  any  other  inftruftions. 

Wick  regard  to  the  propofed  plan  of  making  the  payments  weekly  in 
future,  I  beg  leave  to  oblerve,  that  owing  to  the  very  irregular  periods  of  my 
receipts,  I  am  frequently  feveral  weeks  together  without  receiving  any  thing, 
an</  conlcquently  it  would  not  be  prafttcable  for  me  to  make  regular  weekly 
jpajrments }  but  if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  1  humbly  conceive  that  a  mater iu 
Inconvenience  would  arife  in  tbe  adoption  of  that  plan,  from  the  coniiderable 
iocreafe  of  expence  for  tallies,  and  other  office  feet,  which  would  attend  the 
eseeutioB  of  it.  But  with  refpeft  to  my  depofuiag  the  public  money  which 
I  receive  at  the  Bank  of  England,  iaftoMl  of  inuufting  it  to  the  (uftoify  ^ 

my 


(    <H    ) 


No.  IX. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Fifteendi  Report  of  the  SclcaCoo- 
mittee  ba  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  SefioD  of  ftr- 
liament. 

TafiAsunv. 

EXTRACT  rfTreaifury  Minute  of  the  lofh  oiOA.  i^^f. 

R£AJ>  the  fUteenth  report  of  the  Sdeft  Commits 
,  CommaM  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  Scflkm  of  Pariiimeat. 

Mv  Lord*,  in  conforouty  with  the  opinion  cvpreflcd  by  the  CouHnitti, 
aiepfcalodtodireathatnonewyear^tgifiethaUbeitcciircdiD  ^it^ifvt- 
mentin  future. 

fet  notice  he  given  to  the  fartfal  offices  and  pttioBf  nlbaay.pj^ifegtk 
hmt  accordingly  $  hut  as  an  opinion  is  exprdlea  bjr  Che  CoMiittB^^ 
reaionahle  conipcniation  /hould  he  granted  to  a&  pcrHMit  iuUivinl  in  the  it- 
ceipt  thereof,  whole  fituation  in  tlw  officet  or  ihe  amomt  of  wliofe  lUsin 
■say  reooire  it }  and  it  appearing  to  the  Board,  that  nndcr  die  rcgahtisB  ia 
S7Sa,  tor  reducing  the  incomes  of  the  (ecretaries  and  dericsy  in  peace  aad 
war,  helow  the  avecage  of  the  profits  in  time  of  peace,  the  cmdynBeotsaf 


the  clerks  are  not  proportionate  with  their  labour  and  re^pusifibOity,  e%e> 
chilly  compared  with  thofe  in  other  offices,  dieir  Lordftipl  ale  |>Mell9 
order  that  fiims  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  new  year*s  gifts  recesvedliy  tfar 
'  chief  clerks,  or  any  other  clerks  in  the  office,  fliall  be  paid  to  theai  oatsf 
the  fie  fund. 

My  Lord, 

TH£  Lords  ComnUffitfn^rs  of  His  Majeily^s  Treafhiy  bnlag  M 
ynOtr  their  eoniid^ration  areport  of  the  ^lea -Committee  of  thettwJeflf 

<?onNnons  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  SeiTion  of  Parlhonent,  ret^eftSng  diiiof- 
'lice;  lam  commanded  hytbcfr  Lordfhlpa  Co aequamt  yon,  they  have de» 
'tennlned  that  the  practice  of  receiving  new  year*s  gilts  by  any  pofbo  ts 

this  department^lhall  he  difcontinucd,  that  ytw  may  not  ttad  them  as  hen- 

iitJdT  tit 

I  am,  my  Lmil,  tee,  &c. 
Treafttry  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

lothoa.  1797. 
AndSi&r  rftb0  Re<t!pi  ^ 
Hii  Ua§€fifs  Exttiquir. 

Similar  litlcr  to  the  Tellers  of  Ditto. 
Paymafter  General. 
Ditto --Forces. 
Ditto  ^^  Marines. 
Bank  of  England. 
8outh  Sea  Company. 
Treafuitr  uf  Kary. 
Mint. 


•TATB  PAPERS,  ftc«  6$ 

Tax  Office. 
Stamp  Dilto. 
Hackney  Coach  Dtteo4 
Privy  Purfe. 
Mailer  of  the  Hvrfei 
Receiver  General  of  Cuftomi* 
CafliierExcife. 
Clerk  or  the  Pipe. 
King^s  Remembrancer. 
Potoafter  General* 


No.  X. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Sixteenth  Report  of  the  Seleft 
Committee  on  Financei  appointed  in  the  laft  SeiGon  of 
ParUament. 

.  Secretaries  of  State. 

I  AM  coiDmaiKiedy  hr  the  Lordi  Commiilioners  of  Hit  Majefty't 
'Preaiiiryy  to  defire  you  will  reprefent  to  Lord  GrenTi'lle^tfaat  the  report* 
of  the  Sele^l  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  laft  SefHony  will  Toon  be  under 
the  coniideration  of  Parliament,  and  that  their  Lordfliip»  are  defirout  of  re- 
ceiving his  Ix>idihip*t  fentimehtf  on  any  matters  conuined  in  the  toaeftth 
report,  with  refpeft  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  S  tate. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGES  ROSB, 

nth  Dec.  1797. 
George  Catmmg,  ^fj. 

lA  iike  letter  to  Mr.  Kitigt  in  the  Ofiei  rftbe 
DuketfFortkMd^eUOidMatove.i 

Sir, 

I  AM  commanded,  by  the  Lords  Commiffioners .  of  His  Ma)afty- s 
Treafury,  to  defire  you  will  reprefent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dandas,  that  the  re- 
porta  of  the  Sel«6l  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  latt  Scflion,  will  foon  be 
under  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  and  that  their  Lordlhips  are  defiroua 
of  receiving  his  fcbtiments  on  any  matters  contained  in  the  fixteenth  ct- 
port,  with  Tt^ftSi  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  Sif,  &c. 
Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

GEORGIE,  RQSi;. 
Treafury  Chambera, 
nth  Dec.  1797. 
frdI$wnHmJkij9ttf£/f: 


Appen.  Vol.  IL  1798.  i  Psdiaaicnt 


(    64    ) 


No.  IX. 
PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Fifteenth  Report  bftheScIcaCom- 
mittee  bn  Finance,  appointed  in  the  kft  Seffion  i>f  Par- 
liament. 

TRfiAsutty. 
EXTRACfTof  TrcafiiryMinttte  of  ^be  lofbof^Oft.  1^97. 

Read  the  iiftcemh  report  of  the  Sdca  Coaamtee  of  the  Hoale«f 

.  Commont  on  Finance,  in  the  laft  Seflkm  of  Pariument. 

Mv  Lordf ,  in  confonnicy  with  the  opiaioB  esprefled  by  the  i 
afepfeaftd  to  direct  that  no  newyear^t^alball  be  iccoved  in  1 
mentin  futuie. 

Let  notice  be  given  to  the  fareral  offices  and  neiibiM  v&alOf,f9f^  Ae 
hme  accordingly  $  but  at  an  opinion  is  expressed  bv  the  CooMMCIacb  thvt 
fea(onable  compeniatioa  /honld  be  granted  to  all  pOMat  ialcretod  te  tbeit- 
ceipt  thereof,  whole  rnuation  in  tl^  office,  of  -the  aooMit  of  wbofe  filmca 
any  reouire  it  |  and  it  appearing  to  the  B^id,  that  wider  the  i«|gnintiaa  ia 
1781,  tor  reducing  the  incomes  of  the  fecretaries  and  ckrkst  ia  peace  aad 
war,  below  the  average  of  the  profits  in  time  of  peace,  the  cmolfanents  of 
the  clerks  are  not  proportionate  with  their  laboilr  and  re^mafibility,  cfe- 
chilly  compared  with  thole  in  other  offices,  dieir  Lordfti|pi  9ft  ^ieaMlo 
Older  that  fiims  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  new  year*s  gtfU  received  Vy  tbe 

'  chief  clerks,  or  any  other  cler^^s  in  the  office,  (hail  be  paid  id  tbcm  oaiaf 
the  fie  fund. 

My  Lord, 

THE  Lords  Comn^l8i6nat  of  His  Majefty^s  Trealiny  fatstm;  kid 
'imdb'  their  eonlideratMm  areport  of  the  -Selea  Committee  of  theHoiife  of 
<?ommons  <m  Finance,  in  the  htt  Seiliqn  of  fWliaiment,  ref|iefting  thU  of- 
'Ikti  lam  command^  byth^fr  Loidilhtpi  to  aequamt  yoo,  tbeyha^~dr» 
'fermtned  that  the  pra8ice  of  reeetYin^  new  yearns  gim  by  any  pedfan  in 
this  departmnit^fhall  be  difoontinucd,  that  ytm  may  not  ftad  them  at  hat- 

I  am,  117  Losta,  tcc'&c 
TreSfaryChamben,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

10th  Oft.  1797. 
AtuRt^  bftb0  Rictipt  ^ 
HU  Uajefifs  Exthefur. 

Similar  if  tier  to  the  Tellers  of  Ditto. 
Paymafter  General. 
Ditto— -Forces. 
Ditto  ^«  Marines. 
Bank  of  England* 
Sooth  Sea  Company* 
Treafmncr  of  Navy. 
Mitt. 


•TATB  PAPEAt,  lec«  6$ 

Tax  0£Bce. 
Stamp  JDftro. 
Hackney  Coach  Ditto. 
Privy  Purfe. 
Mailer  of  the  Harfe^ 
Receiver  General  of  Cuftomt* 
CaihierExcife. 
Clerk  ot  the  Pipe. 
King^s  Remembrancer* 
Potoafter  Ger^cral* 


No.  X. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Sixteenth  Report  of  tlic  Seleft 
Committee  on  FinancCi  appointed  in  the  laft  Sef&on  of 
ParKament. 

Secretaries  of  Statx. 

SlE, 

I  AM  commaiidcdy  hr  the  Lordi  Commiilioners  of  Hii  Majefty't 
Treaiiiryy  to  deiire  you  will  reprefent  to  Lord  Gremril]e>^  that  the  report* 
of  the  Sekft  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  laft  SefHony  will  ibon  be  under 
the  coniideration  of  Parliament,  and  that  their  Lordlhlpt  are  defiroot  of  re- 
ceiving his  Ix>idihip*t  fentimefitf  on  any  matters  contained  in  the  fisfaeftth 
leporc,  with  refpeft  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Sute. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moll  humble  fervant, 
IVeafury  Chambera,  GEORGES  ROSS. . 

nth  Dec.  1797. 
CiOf^t  Cwnifigf  JbipJ* 

[A  iike  Utter  to  Mr.  Kingt  in  th  Qfici  rftb§ 
IDukirfFortlMd^daudasub^i.^ 

I  AM  commanded,  bv  the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  His  Ma)efty*a 
Treafury,  to  defire  you  will  reprefent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dandas,  that  the  re- 
ports of  the  Sele6k  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  lait  Scflion,  will  foon  be 
under  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  and  that  their  Londlhips  are  defiroua 
of  receiving  his  fcbtiments  on  any  matters  contained  in  the  fixtevnth  ct* 
port,  with  reijpcft  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am»  Sii*,  &c. 

Your  moft  humble  fenrant, 

GEORGIA  RaSS. 
Treafury  Chambarai 
nth  dec.  X797. 
WmMmHnJkifinJfi. 


Appen.  Vol.  IL  1798.  t  Padiaaicnt 


Pariiameat  Street,  i4di  Dec.  1797. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Dundat  foar  ktar 
of  the  xith  inftant,  exprefling  the  defire  of  the  Lords  CommifBoiKr*.  of  the 
Treafury  to  receive  hia  fentiments  on  amy  matters  contained  in  tbc  fixtetrrb 
report  of  the  Select  Committee -of  Finance,  with  refpc^l  to  the  office  of  Sc- 
cretary  of  State. 

I  am  direfled  by  Mr.  Dundas  to  acquaint  yon,  for  their  Lordfliipt  s- 
formation,  that  having  confidwisd  with  the  utmoft  attention  the  report  above 
mentioned^ and  the  duties  allotted  to  lus  department  in  the  diftribmioB  of 
official  bulinefs,  he  is  of  opinion  that  no  alteration  whatever  can  for  thepir- 
fent  be  made  in  the  eftabliflimect  of  his  oflkc,  without  material  isjoiy  to 
the  public  (ervicCv 

With  refpefl  to  smj  future  arrangements,  his  fentiments  can  only  ht 
formed  with  propriety  on  a  confidcration  of  the  circumftances,  as  they  may 
appear  to  him,  whenever  fuch arrangements  may  be  brought  forward,  aaJ 
1m;  tbekefoie  abftains  from  giving  »iy  opinion  ||t  prefect  upon,  tins  pc^* 
.  I  am^  Sir,  Hec. 

-  W.  HUSKISSON. 

Ceorgi  Rofe,  Efq.  &c.  ^c.  &c. 


.    -      -  '    No^  XL    V  •  . 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Seventeenth  Report  of  the  Scle^ 
Committee  9n  Finance,  ap^^mted  in  the  iaft  Scflion  of 
;  Pajr]iah>^t*,V  » 

1  A!^  c;6mm;mded)'  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners .  of  His  Nlajeird 
TrtflfuiV,  to  de(h^b  ydTi  will  reprefent  to  the  Lords  Conaroiffiopcrs  ofRie 
Admiralty,  that  the  reports  of  the  Sde8  Committee  oil  PitiJince,  in  the  b^ 
Seflion,  will  foon  be  under  the  confideration  of  Pariiam^t,  and  that  o.y 
Lords  are  deiirous  of  receiving  their  L'dr^flnps  feotinicnts  oo  »fff  mxncn 
eontained  in  the  feventeenth  report,  witkrcTpeA  Co  theoiKce  ofiulnicaky,. 
and  thefeveral  oifices  under  their  LordOiipt  department. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mo^  obcdi^n^  humble  (errant* 
♦Treafiwy  iSambcrs,  GEORGE  ROS£. 

•      iithlXrc.  r797«  '  ' 

BvanNepean,'Ejj,&c,&<, 


No.  XIK 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Eighteenth  Report  of  the  Scleft 
Coifimittce  on  Finance,  appointed  in^Uie  k^  Se&ou  of 
Parliament. 

Transport  Office.   * 

Gentlemen, 
THE  Lords  CommifTioners  of  His  Majefty*s  Treafury  obferv'ng,  •?. 
an -account  tn  the  appendix  to  the  Eighteenth  report  (G)  oCth^  Stlefl  Cam- 

mitici 


tnktee  on  Finance^  m  the  laft  S^fitoo  of  Parliament^  ihatft  fee  it  taken  b;^ 
an  officer  in  your  department  ot £»i  u.  per^.i.ooo, on  the  anionnk  fifflie 
balance  <)ue  on  a  Oup's  Anal  account ;  lam  commanded  by  their Lordfliii'f 
to  aci^uajnt  you,  it  apptar*  to  them  to  be  unfit  that  any  perfon  cntruftcd  ui 
any^egreewith  tht  exaiiiihation  of  accounts  orcbarges»  ffiouM  have  an  io- 
tcie(l  in  theamuiiin  of  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  public  j  and  to  diie^ 
you  thcrefoie  to  give  immrdiaic  orders  for  the  difcontinuance  of  the  receipt 
of  the  faid  fee.  You  vviil  accoidingly  order  the  receipt  thereof  to  be  ilif*. 
cuntiiigcd  immediai^iy,  '  '   , 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  &c, 
Treafury  Chambers,  OEORGfi  ROSE. 

11th  061.  1797. 
CcmmiJ/ioners  TranfporU* 

Sir,  Tranfport  Office,  id  Jitlu^ry,  if^%,  ^ 

WE  received  ]tour  letter  of  tlie  lith  bftohertiil>  %n»fymg'the  Di- 
rcAicns  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Loids  Cnmmidioners  of  His  MajeftyN 
Treafury,  that  the  fee  ufually  taken  in  this  office,  of  £.\  1/.  per ^.1,000 
on  the  amount  uf  the  balance  due  on  a  fhip^s  final  account*  ibouJd  be-^if. 
contifiued  ;  aiid  wercqucft  you  to  inform  their  LordXUips,  that  oi'dei»  were 
inunediataly  given  in  confequeoce. 

We  are,  Sir,  &c. 

RUP.  GEORGE. 
•      AMBROSE  SKRLE. 
JOHN  SCHANK. 
WILL.  A.  OTWAY. 
Cearff  Rrfr,  Efy.  &c.  ftfr.  iOllH  MARSH. 


No.  xm. 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Nineteenth  Report  of  the  Seleft 
Committee  on'  Finance,  appointed  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Favliament. 

Secretary  at  War,  &c.    • 

Gfntlbmen, 

THE  contingent  expences  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands  having  repeatedly 
been  a  fu^je£l  under  the  deliberation  of  his  Majefty^s  Secretaries  of  Srate 
and  the  Lords  Commiffioncis  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury  ;  and  the  Seleft 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Finan^,in  ^he  ak  Seffidri  of  Par- 
liament, having  recommefided  mealures  being  taken  for  their  being  reduced 
within  6yed  limits  if  poffiblej  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordihips  to  di* 
re^you  to  have  under  youf  confiderarion  how  far  the  attainment  ot  that 
object  may  be  pofTible,  as  far  as  relates  to  fortifications  and  the  tranfport  of 
titwps,  the  latter  being  vi6iuailed  from  this  counu*y. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  make  this  communication  to  you,  I  have  it  in 

command  from  my  Lords  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  confequence  of  the  very 

;ieat  increafe  of  expence  for  extraordinary  charges  incurred  in  the  Leeward 

Hands,  fince  Mr.  Jones  went  out  as  Commiiiaiy  General,  which  does  not 

hiiheno  appear  to  their  Lordfhips  to  be  fufficiently  accounted  for  by  'the 

i  %  amount 


f, 


68  STAtl   TAffUpt  ftc 


amount  of  the  (brces  ftationcd  thcrt,  they  haTc  judged  it  encdii 
'out  Mr.  Jaffray  to  that  ftation  again  as  Commiilary  General,  in 


dlCBt  to  kUu 

,  in  order  tlut 

an  opportunity  m^iy  be  affbrdedas  early  aspoi&ble  of  ifiveTtijaring  the  ooo- 
dnB  of  Mr.  Jones  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  cfpecially  wiS  ttfyeSt  tvlbc 
Tttcs  of  exchange  at  which  he  bat  drawn,  whien  appear  lo  m^uire  pacti- 
ciilar  explanation. 

Previous  to  Mr.  JafFray  going  oat,  however,  my  Lords  ace  defiront  yoa 
ihould  endeavour  to  coAcert  with  him*  if  it  (hall  be  found  praAicable,  the 
means  of  reducing  .an  expence,  which,  during  the  laft  year  and  the  pf«fint» 
has  been  ib  enonnou8»  and  to  fettle  fuch  fixed  inftiu8ioD8  as  ihall  appnr 
to  you  to  be  rooft  likely  to  be  effectual  for  prevtenting  the  abufe  of  patbm 
drawing  bills  in  the  Weft  Indies  deriviog  any  benefit  by  profit  oe  cxcfauft* 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  ice. 

Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  KOSB.  - 

ift  Nov.  1797- 
CvpiftrolUn  ffArny  Accouais^ 


Gbntlbmek, 

THE  Selea  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Piiiance»  n  ^ 
Hft  SeiBon  of  Parliament,  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Hooie  to  the 
regulations  and  checks  rerpe6^ing  the  deliverr  of  forage  for  nou-cffeftne 
boriet,  or  paying  money  in  lieu  thereof,  and  tor  aie^aining  the  aOnal  de- 
livery of  the  medicines  and  furgeons  inftruments  provided  fop  the  corpa  at 
borne  and  abroad,  and  for  general  oflton  to  the  regiments  or  bofpitatt  foe 
which  tbey  were  ordered,  and  to  whom  they  are  addrefled,  with  a  view  to  a 
more  :.fFeftual  prevention  of  abufes  on  thefe  fubjeds,  if  any  means  can  bo 
devlffd  for  that  purpofe  $  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commifliooers  of 
Hi>  Majefty's  Treafury  to  direA  you  to  take  the  fame  noder  your  coofi- 
deration,  and  to  acquaint  me,  for  their  Lordfiiips  information,  whether  you 
can  i'uggeft  any  further  checks  or  regulations  to  pievent  the  deliverr  of  fa^ 
yage  for  non.eiFf;6\ive  borfes,  or  paying  money  in  lieu  tbeieof }  and  uiat  yoa 
wtTl  report  to  my  Lords  what  vouchers  vob  think  will  be  dioft  proper  to  re« 
quire,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  actual  delivery  of  the  medicines,  forgeoes  ia« 
ftiunieaiii  &c«  for  the  ur<;  of  regimenu  and  hofpitaU* 
I  am.  Gentlemen,  &c. 

Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

4th  Ncv.  1797. 
ComptnlUrs  ^Arm;  Account j: 


Sir, 
1  AM  commanded,  by  the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  Hit  MajcAy*s 
Treafury,  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  reports  of  the  Self£l  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance in  the  lad  Sefiion,  will  ioon  be  under  the  confideralionbf  Parliaaieat, 
acd  their  Lordihips  are  dcfirous  of  receiving  your  fentiments  on  any  mitier 
contained  in  the  nmeteenth  report,  with  refped  to  your  office. 
4  am.  Sir, 

Your  ofioft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Treafbnr  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

lith  Dec.  1797. 
Ms  Mfijeftfs  Secretary  atWar, 

GeKTLBMENj 


G»NTL£ifEN» 

I  AM  commanded,  \xy.  the  Lords  Commifiionert  of  Hit  Majei^y^'t 
.TreaTvryy  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  reports  of  the  ScleA  Committee  ot  Fi- 
liAace»iD  the  laft  S^ion^wtU  foon  beuu4erfhecoiiGderation  of  Parliament} 
aiid  their  Lordftiips  are  deiirous  bf  receiving  your  leutiroentson  aoty  matter 
coDtained  in  Uie  nint teent&icport^  with  refpea  10  your  office. 
I  am>  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Traafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSX. 

iitb  Dec.  1797* 
Papnaflir  Gtntral  of  His  Majeflfs  Foruj. 


No.  XIV. 

PROCEEDINGS  oa  the  TVchty-firft  Report  qf  the  Select 
Committee  on  Finance,  appointed  in  tlie  iaft  Sellion  of, 
Parliai^ent. 

Ordnan££. 

Sit, 

I' AM  commanded,  by  the  Lords  Commifltoners  of  Hit  Majefty^'s' 
Treafury,  10  defire  yon  will  reprefent  to  the  Mafter  General  and  principal 
Officers  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  that  the  reports  of  the  Silt&  Committee 
on  Finance,  in  the  hit  Seflion,  will  foon  be  under  the  coniideratton  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  their  LordAiips  are  deiirous  of  receiving  the  lenttroents  of 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  on  any  matters  contained  in  the  twenty-firft  report^ 
with  refpefi  to  their  office. 

I  am,  &c. 
Treafury  Chambers,  QEORGE  ROSE» 

»ith  Dec.  1797. 

R.H.CriWtFJ^. 


No-  XY. 


JO  STATK  FAPEXSy   kC* 


No.  XV.     • 

PROCEEDINGS  on  the  Twenty-fecond  Report  of  the  Se- 
le£t  Committee  oa  Finance»  appointed  in  the  lafi  Seffion  of 
*    Parliament. 

'Exchequer. 

Gentlembk^ 

THE  ftatemcnt  made  by  y<ra  to  the  Seled  Committee  on  Financey  in 
the  laft  Scflion  of  Parliaroenty  refpeAing  the  inadequaej  of  the  inccMiies  of 
fome  of  your  clerks,  and  your  want  of  further  afliftance,  havtug  been  ondrr 
the  confideration  of  the  Lord*  Commiflionert  of  His  Majeft^^s  Treafbry,  I 
am  commanded  by  their  Lofd(hips  to  defire  you  will  acquaint  me^  for  their 
information,  what  augmentation  you  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  proper  to 
make  to  the  falariet  of  fuch  of  your  officers  or  clerk t  as  you  think  Ibod 
in  need  thereof;  and  what  additional  number  of  perfons  yoa  judge  it  necef- 
fary  (hou)d  b^  appointed,  in  order  to  forward  the  examination  6t  the  extra- 
ordinary accoimts,  in  conleqoenct  of  the  prefent  war,  qualified,  as  yon  de- 
fciibe  it  necefTary  they  fhould  be;  having  in  view  that  fuch  appointmcms 
are  to  be  only  temporary. 

I  am,  Centiemen,  fee. 
Treafury  Chambers*    .  GEORGB  ROS&. 

4th  Nov.  1797. 
Commifion^r^for  Au£tvig  the  Public  Aclountj, 


Gentlemen, 

THS  $e1e6k  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^oR  Finance*  ia  the 
laft  Seflion  of  Parliament,  have  luggcltcd  ihe  pio|)i  iety  of  CttpprcfTing  the  of- 
fices of  the  fevcral  principal  auditors  of  the  land  revenue  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  that  the  duty  fhould  be  performed  by  their  deputies :  00  con- 
fidering  the  liibjej^,  however,  the  Lords  CommifTioners  of  His  Majell\*a 
Treafm  V  conceive,  that,  both  in  point  of  economy,  and  with  a  view  to  a 
dbe  performance  ot  the  lervice  in  queftion,  it  rhay  be  a  more  beneficial  ar- 
rangement (mllead  of  confirming  the  deputies  for  this^  Irparate  employ)  that 
the  accounts  now  pafled^befcre  ihe  above-mentioned  auditors  Ihculd  in  fu- 
tuft  be  audited  by  your  Board,  in  the  fame  manner  as  moll  of  the  other 
public  accounts  of  the  kingdom  are;  my  Lords  are  therefore' picafcd  tudi* 
le^  you  to  have  a  Bill  prepared,  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
Parliament,  for  abolifhing  the  offices  of  the  Auditors  of  rie  Land  Revenue 
for  England  and  Wales  accord  inely,  and  providing  that  the  duty  now  per- 
formed by  them  fhall  be  executed  by  you. 

The  Bill  to  contain  grants  of  annuities  to  the  prefent  pofTefTors  of  the 
principal  offices,  with  provifions  to  enable  the  Lords  Commiffiooei-s  of  His 
l^ajcrfy's  Treafury  to  grant  compeniation  to  the  inferior  officers  and  clerks. 

I  am  at  the  fame  time  dire^led  to  obfcrve  to  you,  that  as  the  profits  of 
the  auditoc^of  the  land  le venue  drpend  in  a  conhderabte  degree  on  the  fee« 

paid 


Mid  by  tbe  Receivers  Ocaind»  and  other  peribnt  who  paft  their  ««otmt» 
before  thetn*  the  public  will  be  at  the  expcnce  of  the  coRipenfationCy  from 
which  indWidoaU  will  derive  advantage,  unlefa  cara  fball  oe  taken  to  pra^ 
-vent  that :  their  Lordfliipa  are  therefore  pkalcd  to  din^^  yoa  to  have  pro^ 
vifion  made  in  the  Bill,  for  the  Receivers  Grneral,  and  others  whofe  ao- 
couBts  will  hereafter  be  pafled  before  jott^  to  Teimbnrlt  the  public  the 
amous^  of  the  fees  they  now  pay  to  tlie  aiiditor>  in  foch  manner  as  yon  Ihall 
4Jtink  moft  advifable. 

Ifl  this  Bill  it  may  he  proper  to  faifert  a  ckafti  which  you  have  fegg«fted 
to  tbe  iaid  Committee  as  necfflary»  anthoriting  your  Board  to  adminifter 
oaths  to  ■aocoantanfcs  for  atrelliftg  their  accounts  in  the  iame  manfleras  ia 
nammSdM  by  the  Barons  of  the  E>iKhequ«r. 

My  Lords  are  pleafed  ai  fo  to  dire£l,  that  in  eanftqiience  of  ^morher4u^ 

f^ftion  of  your*s  to  thefaid  •Committee,  provifion  flioUld  be  made  in  the  fa  id 
ill  for  esonerating  the  Paymaftcr  General  from  cho  ^ty  of  attetfag  hta 
account  upon  oath,  and  dhrefling  th»t  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Pay 
Office^  whofe  duty  it  is  to  make  up  the  fflm^t  fballatttfl  it  uponoathy  in4he 
nfoal  form  of  fuchatteftationi,  but  without  relieving  the  Paymafter  General 
in  any  refpeft  from  his  prefcntrerponfibility. 

I  ami  Gentlemen,  &c. 
Treafury  Chambers,  GEORGE  ROSE. 

6th  Nov.  1797. 
€9mmill!9Hirsj9r  AMd/ting  tbt  PubBc  Aecnatts. 


THE  CoQunifiioners  for  auditmg  the  public  accounts  of  the  kingdom* 
having  represented  to  the  SeJe^^  Committee  on  Finance, jn  thelalt  Semon  of 
ParJiamcnt,  that  in  conlequence  of  the  ancient  procefs  on/dnfaeuu  from 
the  Pipe  O^ce,  to  recover  balances  from  accountants  on  drdar^  accounts^ 
having  much  ialkn  into  difule,  and  being  attended  with  great  delay,  it  may 
be  expedient  that  a  fummary  procefs,  to.  be  fettled  by  His  Ma>efty*s:  Law 
Officers,  ihould  be  eftabliihed  by  aA  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
recovery  of  fuch  balances  ;  as  for  want  of  fuch  Aimnmry  procefs,  aceownt«- 
ants  with  large  balances  in  their  hands  are  induced  to  refifi  the  pajrmeat 
thereof,  with  very  uudue.advantage  to  themielvesy  and  with  great  detriment 
to  the  public  :  I  am  conunandedi  by  the  Lords  Oommiffioners  of  His  Ma. 
jej^V  Tioirury,  to  ddiie  you  to  fubmit  the  faid  reprelentatton  of  the  Com- 
miifioners  to  His  Majefty*s  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  for  their  opi- 
nion refpeflirg  what  mode  of  fummary  procefs  can  be  propofed  to  thexon- 
iideration  of  Parliament,  as  heft  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  or  whether  any 
obje^tiona  occur  to  fubftituting  fuch  procefs  inflead  of  proceeding  by  fcirg 
Jac'tas. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Treafury'Chambaro,  GEORGE  ROSE, 

lit  Nov.  1797. 

Jofepb  ffThU,  Efq. 

Sir, 

A  REPRESENTATION  was  made  by  theCommiflioners  for  auditing 
tfie  public  accounts  to  the  Selefk  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
Finance,  in  the  laft  ScfHonof  Parliament,  that  in  cafe  any  public  accouitant 
fha!l  choofe  to  refule  in  Ireland,  the  faid  Board,  as  the  law  now  ftand«,  ate 
not  able  to  co force  obedience  to  their  precepts  in  that  kingdom  ;  and  the 

Commi&oncra 
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CommHIiOfiert  litTiap  allb  fubmitted,  that  it  may  be  expedient  to  reeov- 
mend  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  ikt  Admifiraifon  of  Ireland  to  promqie 
ibs  pafltng  an  ziEt  of  Parltamentv  autboriitng  His  Ma}efty*t  Attornqr  Ge^ 
flcrid  and  the  courts  of  juftice  there' \o  proceed  againft  public  accoanlaBtt 
jndident  in  Irelandy  whb  may  fefiilb  t»  accoimt  lor  public  money  in  their 
inmdst  upon  the  fpecial  certifiGate  of.  the  CpmoifConera,  a^ve-mentiooed, 
m  like  manner  as  may  now  be  done  in  Scotlaxtd  and  the  CoJooies,  by  the 
nineteentli fedionefthe a£l  for  better aaditiii^tbe  pitklic &ccoQaia,-«lktt^ 
by  aBooontMta,  wh4>  are  wiUvl  deAnillcn,  wiU  no  Idnecr  be  Able  r»  §K^ktr 
themMves  m^aoy  part  of  Uia  Mi^efty'sdominiiwst  ^^Bar^bcvefoieean^ 
flNUKtedsbynbcLoida  Coinmifliowcra  of  Hit  Majefty^s  Tte^Coryi  t»  4ifsm 
you  wiil  fubflMt  the  faid  repnfentatidtf  to  tbe  ctt^idenitkm  •fhiaftgecMvey 
the  i^ioitl  Itfteotenaat'aococdiBgly* 

lunrSirySee. 
TratibrfcCfaMnbiMr  G£0RG£  ROSE. 

•sftVow  X797* 


'    ,  bublinCaftiey  9th  Nov.  1797^ 

I  HAVE  recttved  the  honaqr.  of  your  letter  of  the  ift  ioiant^  -m 
nendiog  the  paffing  of  an  a£l  of  P^rltaratnt  in  this  kingdoflSy  t»  •ttrinrije 
His  Majefty^s  Attorney  General,  and  the  courts  of  juftice  h9^  t«  pgocead 
againft  jpublic accountants  refident  in  Ixeiand^.wbo  may  rtfaie  to  acooime 
for  pabfic  money  of  Great  Britain  in  thair  ha^s»  upon  the.ipeciai  certtiS- 
cate  pf  theCommHIioncrs^ibr  aoditing  public  accovntt  tfane$  «ad  bavinK 
cocifulted  the  Attorney  GenerU  upon  the  mattery  he  is  ttf  optnioo  there  cao 
be  no  objeAion  to  theimeafore  |  and  the  praper  fteps  will  be  tabania  the  neat 
leiEon  of  Parliament  for  the  mirpofe.    > 

The  Lcord  Lieutenant  has  dire fted  me  to  fug^eft  the  propriety  of  gtviog 
i  (imilar  power  to  the  Attorney  General  and  courts  of  juftice  in  Great 
Britain,  refpefting  aeoonntants  for  the  public  money  of  this  kingdom  who 
may  be  refidcnt  there,  upon  certificates  from  the  Cornmiffionen  9i  the  IVea^ 
fury  of  Ireland,  or  from  the  Coitomiifioners  of  aocounta  in  that  kingdom  ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  tneafureto  yourattent-ioo* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be»  6ir> 
'    •  Your  DMkft  obedient  bumble  ierrant, 

T,  PELHAM. 
Ce9rge  Rofi,  Bfq.  Cfc,  &c*  &c* 


. ,  /• 
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HaVSS  OP  LORDS. 

MOHDAr,  ^EBirUART  X9» 

i^  T  an  cirly  hpnr  the  Houfc  wu  croii4ed  m  every  ^9ft,  the  ChtnceUor 
^^  could  with  the  great  eft  difficulty  procure  accominodationt  for  the  Peers 
>»«die  bar  of  the  H<»ule  when  Lord  Moira.,wae  begituiiiig  hit  fpeech»  ^a 
p«rdy  cleared  i  a  aick  pocket  got  hi«  hands  into  two  gentlesiCBs*  pockctfn 
aait  when  ieiacdt  kvr  faid  he  had  an  a<Jiriii&oq»  and  was  acquaiDted  with 
t.ordXlon€urry--hisLordfliip  being  called  on  fnm  the  feat  imwediatdy^ 
^tibwned  the  gentltmaii,  who  was  carried  off  to  Newgate. 

At  Bvc  o'clock  Earl  Moim  roiie— It  is  nktoral  ttwt  I,  wTio  am  not  in  the- 
kabitof  frf^uemlyreqiffftii^  the  itteniioo  o(  this  Houfe,  Qtoold  be  drir* 
9iiaof  explaining  the  motives  which  have'caoiod  sk  to  appear  before  ycwc 
ixicdAups.«»CoDteinpUitiDg  the  melancholy  aid  the  diftiaded  ftate  of  thia 
«o«ntcy>  I  ibould  ftei  myfelf  loft  toeverf  ieotim€m  of  regjod  to  my  cowi- 
tryi  if  I  did  not  avail  myfelf  of  my  right  to  in(litiita  an  enquiry  into  the 
cauiesofthis  dreadful  calamity  .•--I  am  icriipi»b«fiy«ware»  my  Lords»  o( 
the  extreme  fcniibility  of  the  public  miiid«->r  ai^awtre  of  the  danger  cf  eiu 
crcaiing  any  anxiety  ^od  ilUwill  which  oMy  exift  in  the  coontry,  and  flumid 
be  far*  very  £u-  from  appearing  before  your  Lordfhipsy  if  1 1 nought  that 
any  ipeech  which  I  might  make^  or  raiobioB  which  I  might  ofer,  would  b» 
capable  of  avowing  the  feelings  or  exciting  the  paffions  of  the  people  of  Ire* 
land.  There  is  oae  fuhje^l  which.!  feel  it  my  .duty  to  mention  befoi*  I 
proceed,  to  the  more  immediate  topic  of  my^addreft  to  your  LordAiips.  I 
caiiDot  p«fs  uOBoticed  thelopg  courfe of  fcurrility  which  the  prints  in  thf 
^7  o^Covemment  have  ^leld  againft  evu^  man  who  i^  adverfe  to  theit 
Views  |il  lament  that  any  Government  Should  have  fallen  fo  low,  ihould  b« 
fo  (brdid,  fo  illiberal  as  to  jnake  the  vehicles  of  public  inforpiation  thw  in* 
ftruoients  of  detraAing  from  perfonal  extrtron,  and  the  medium  of  moft  foul 
and  difgufting  fcurrility.  As  for  my  part»  as  far  as  it  .perfonally  affect 
mylelfy  I  hold  fuch  means  in  contempt  and  det«ftation— >and  only  regret^ 
that  tbofe  who  Aiould  fet  the  exiimple  of  liberality  and  honourable^ deme«n%  < 
our,  fliould  humble  themfelves  to  fuch  mean*  paltry,  and  contemptible  ex« 
pedients  $  fuch  calumnies  I  difrvgard,  and  can  only  compare  them  to  thoft 
mephitic  vapours,  which*  though  they  are  deDruAive  to  animals  who  gro^ 
vel»are  by  no  means  ds^grrous  or  injuriout  to  a  man  who  cboofes  t«  walk 
upright.  It  mu^  ftrike  your  Lordihtps  that  I  allude  to  thofe  charges  which 
have  been  brought  againlt  roe^  when  I  dclcf  ibed  in  the  Parliament  of  the 
fitter  kingdom*  theopprcfiions  which  exifted  in  this  country— -ibefe  repeatt 
ed  attacks*  thefe  Scandalous  calumnies  have  compelled  me  to  preicnt  myfelf 
before  yoiu-  Lordfli'ps*  toftaiejn  my  place  in  this  Houfe,  what  I  have  al  ^ 
ready  Ibited  in  the  Parliament  of  the  uder  country*  and  to  repeat  them  in 
ftroiwer  terms*  if  poiTible*  than  I  there  aflerted.  I  ftated  in  the  Houie  of 
Lonuof  England,  that  in  many  inftances,  fiimilicsh«d  been  torn  from  their 
homes  by  ibeir  cruel  and  uiuncrcifol  oppreflbrs*  vi  ithout  having  any  know« 
ledge  of  the  charge  which  was  brought  againft  them*  without  being  co&* 
frunted  with  their  accufers—>without  having  the  proois  exhibited  to  their 
view— and  without  any  of  thofe  forms  w,hich  the  laws  of  the  country 
had  i>refcribed.  This  ftatement  was  made  from  proofs  the  jpoft  ample 
and  (atisfadory.<*Some  fa^s  IurI  fallen  within  my  o^n  knowl«)g(Sy  of 
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little  is  left  for  me  to  hy  in  fopfort  of  that  ftateojeivt  ^  %  Uu^^^oBon^l te 
ICiiiff^<  Bench  has  fliewn  that  Smi  (fotement  «n»  not  v)^,  idk»oc  lUuleey. 
<^— I  Rated  that  houfes  bad  been  burnt  on  loofe  preruinpi;,vMa>  of  delitiqiiescf 
«— I  ftavtd  too,  that  in  fome  inftancet  torture  liad  been  ipvTiif^f  and  thM 
picketing  in  many  mftancei4idd  bcen'irefoited'to,  and  tM  thcunhappf  vie 
ttmsofamirguidcil/ewy' were  foxnetinica  half-hanstfU.qr  otbpiwife  iH- 
treated  j  luch  a  ftatemien  t  at  tbit  it  was  impoftible  Ui4t  t.coald  nave  beta 
induced  to  have  madtf  withoitt  clear  and  fatUfk^lury  teitiinony  i  it  atSa  a 
iepfiTleotati«Ai  too  ftionv-^i^'wasyifiTntnie/ ahaQcnfation  too  IcrioM  to 
nafs  unnoticed*-atcrte  bJtrof  i4ie  Engtifh  HouArofLord^f^  I  oCi^toiab' 
ttambnfe;thia charge;  I  ^ad  the  trirtdenee  prepared  before  I  farougte  fer«- 
ward  the  aecufatiotv^befoiv  Imacfe  that  ttatemetit  I  informed  larfdf  on  tike 
Ahtat)onof,myeoni)%ry}  Ohce  my^  tietuim  I  bate  further  iuvelligatcd  the 
AibjeA ;  and  i  now  veMiTerr,  tneA^e^pbifffedly,  if  poilibreroorr  fti«»ngly,  chat 
.lfiefe>cr«ei^  and'lhnguinary^^  mealbk-^s  iiave  frequently  been  itmed  lo. 

.  There  nnitothertopiey  my  Lon^t,  WhidS  is  a  n^c^ary  prriiminary  to(k9 
teBncdbtepurpeft^f-nii^  add^eflT6yoo'{  it  is  another  gro&«  artni^  aid 
eitiel  nniiie^etentaf ion^*ua  'mifiHfprefentation  calculated  to  yreond  entf 
fee('mgK>f  my  ^ulv  knd  rlihiMt  noe  in  a  point  of  view  which  my  cfaondcf 
ftas  nor,  £«h^e/mei4ted.  Polfibly,  my  LSrds,  this  mifreprelcDtauon  may 
have  bee  HLOccafioned  by  the  ifatmge-incorre£H)ers  of  the  JUiodon.newfpapen 
^I  hopt  i  way  aferlHe-it^ttyAny  thing  fo  venial  as  incorreQnc&  of  nuKoo- 
option  ^«— What  I  attndeld^is  my  having  been  acctiM  of  c'barging  tfet 
army  b£.Jreisnd  with  all  thecrodties,  all  the  atrbcitiesy  jtli  the  barbanties 
D»hicb  fa atr  taken  place  in*thti^c^ntry.  No^  itoy  LonIs«  never  did  I  pre> 
lame  to  charge  thoarmy  with  any  afls  of  bppr^iBon ;  the  pride  oCioy  Uk  is 
bet«ig  a  fotdier,  and  I  love  tfw  ehara^lerof  one  too  welt  toftain  it  by  impft- 
iatioiis-of  inhumanity ;  from  mjrrirlieftynnth  my  pride  wasti>bealbtdiKri 

.  with  every  i-ank,  and  with  ev^y  department  oPtKe  anny  have  Il>em  copvei- 
fiim  \  an  attack  therefefeof  fucn  ^  nattfre  coyld  lefs  become  me  tbaa  may  of 
any  cotuitrymen^  and  to  the  army,  ^ my  LordK,  it  would  be  the  mote  gaUng* 
in  ar  much  aato  receive  a  wound  -from  a  frien^  it  more  excrnciatiMv  moce 
inli^rable,  than  to  receive  it  from  any  other  p^rfon.  Truly*  |bermce»nf 
Lords,  it  is  natural  that  I  ifaoukl  experience  ftrong  feelings  of,  xegret  at  thu 
mod  croeli  and  to  me  the  moft  injurious  misftatenlent.;  .i>o>  rav.  l.ords,  ay 
ccanrades  or  every  rank  have  always  been  objects  of  my  9ffc£bon  »m1  feli* 
citude»  and  wttbjut  hunting  of  any  perfonal  exertions  of  my  owb»  I  think 
I  have  a  right  to  claim  the  merit  of  being  almoft  the  iirft  to-reward  ioyaityt 
and«xtend  to  my  comrades  in  every  r^ntc,  every  comlbit  and  cvciyiuipfaBeis 
wkhia  my  power.  But,-  my  Lords,  exciulive  of  the  perlbaal  (ave  aod  «e> 
deration  which  I  hav6  had  fdr  the  brave  defenders  of  my  country  ^  the  aeiy 
nature  of  the  argument,  and  the  very  objt^l  I  had  in  view,,  were  fv&ica: 
to  refute  the  calumny  and  bkint  the  edge  of  this  cruel  apdmifchicy^fiMaioii- 
feprefematioit.  What,  my  Lords,  could  have  been  more  abfucd^  whtt  & 
truly  an  obje^  of  aftonlOiment,  as  at  the  time  when  I  was  arrat|cniB^hc 
condof^of  the  Brit rOt  Cibiner,  when  X  was  endeavouring  to  cxpoAri<% 
vricked  and  arbitrary  fyftem  towards  li  eland,  that  I  fiiould  fhang^  tbe 
j^ronnd  of  attack,  end  that  I  ihoalB  A6i  io  chfldiOi  a  part  as  to  csspncmtt 
the  Cabinety  and  throw  the  charge  on  my  brother  fokliers  ?  No»  my  Lonle, 
Hwas  againft  the  Cabinet  of  England  tliat  my  attack  waalbly  dirpficd;.  1 
aceuiad  it  of  having  made  the  army  the  infliUniieh.t  of  a  cruel  and  arbircwy 
fyftem  of  vengeance  and  oppreilion  towards  this  count ry»     Under  Heaves, 

.  Icannot  conctive  a  more  cruel  and  afi!t£ting  fituatlon  tor  >n  o£lic«r  tlna 

a  command  in  one  ot'thofe  proclaimed  and  perfecuteddiftHiSls.     Whea  aa 

officer  is  ntider  the  guidanc);  of.a  m  igiflratc-  acquainted  vrith  tbe  lawb^ani 

,  *r       .-.  -         .,,  calicj 
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«filk^Ottt  to.  enfbi^e  if,  his  Gtuatlon  it  eaiy ;  he  it  relleTed  from  refponfi* 
kfiity;  bnt  when  he  is  vefted  With  a  difcretiooary  poweri  hift  feeling:  art 
tremblingly  aliVe  ro  hi*  iDUirary  reputation  j  he  (hiKi^ert,  \di  hit  loyahy 
Aouldbe  qcieftioncd,  ami  high  notions  of  dUcipline  ftrongly  feite  on  bif 
fnindy  and  regulate  hU  conJii^  j  ^ou  touch,  by  placing  him  in  tbit  6tna- 
tjcn,  theworthleft  feei!ng!>  of  his  heart  j  yc<o  touch  him  on  every  principlo 
Which  can  anhnate  the  bofgm  of  a  (bidier  |,  you  touch  him  on  hi«  zral,  hit 
Nonoui,  and  histouiagc  |  fent  mtoapart  of  a  country  with  which  po^bly 
lie  is  unacquainted,  his  difficulties  are  conGdorably  augmented,  he enttrtalnt 
M  the  prejut^icts  of  irdiucarion  n'nd  caj  ly  Kabits,  and  from  bcin^  told  of  the 
difafTeflion  which  peivades  the  Idn^dcu^,  he  is,  of  courfe,  inclined  to  look 
^•ith  dift^nift  and  fufpicion  on  the  lower  orders  of  the  community :  impivf^ 
fed  whh  the  idea  of  every  man's  plotting  agaiiiil  the  Qovcrntsent,  timtditr 
hielf  It  conftrued  into  difaf^eOion,  and  m  the  dejcfied  and  broket  bokt  or 
m  im-etched  peafantry  he  flatters  himfclf.with  dilcoverin^  the  featom  of  re* 
iolt  and  infurreflirn ;  dnder  this  impreflion  ir  is  «afy  to  account  formim* 
bcrlcrit  miltakes  ami  errors^-his  countenance  afTumfit  the  appearanoe  of  an- 
ger, and  hisa^ions  are  marked  with  aoimofityi  U  h  then  that  the  fepafa- 
tiOR  between  him  and  the  people,  which  is  commenccdby  the  wicked  a»tt  of 
feme  penfioned  in^orme>S|  is  completed,  by  mutual  aaimofity  {  to  this  the- 
edningemtntof  affe'^ton  of  thelrlAi  officer  from  ^he  Irifh  people  mlone  if 
stfrribable  j  thus  it  Is  ihat  the  wound  which  mildnefs  and  modertfion  mighr 
liave  cured  and  correal cd,  js  fretted  and  gangrened  by  tbofe  fool  and  uh— 
wortfaj  ihanceuvre's.-^With  this  view  ouhe  iubjcA  lam  inducedto callrHe 
attention  of  your  Lordfhjpt  to  ti^  lituation  of  your  country  f  and  Ir'^ipy 
indeed  fliaR  1  be,  (Kould  |  be  able  to  imprefs  your  tordibip^  with  the  ne- 
ctffiij  of  puttmg  ibme  kind  of  termination  to  thoie  moft  ei«iel  and  difti  efling 
ati^ocities.    The  time,  my  Lords,  U  not  y^  loft  for  recovering  the  affeo.^ 
tions  of  your  countrymen  j  can  you  hope  that  you  can  r«ilore  Ireland  to 
praeeby  thefeafls  of  cruelty  and  oppremon  ?  ConciliatioB  may  be  deferred 
-^ut  every  day  that  It  is  deferi  ed  increaies  the  difficulty  of  fuppreffing  the 
views  of  the  difcoutented,  and  allaying  the  evils  of  iniurre^ion  and  revolt't 
cd  difanh  the  Republican,  you  muft  cooccide  to  the  ^oyalift ;  far  be  it  fi^m 
fne  by  any  ftatetnents  whicn  I  may  makcj  or  argument  I  may  ufe,  to  occa*  • 
fion^  (itll  firongcr  irritation.     I  conjurer  yoU  tp  attempt  to  compromife  wttir 
^  the  d) (contented,  and  te  abandon  the  conftant  recourk  to  military  affiftance  s 
the  inttrference  of  the  at  my  on  thtfe  public  occaiions  creates  and  inflames 
an<mofity  j  it  tufpcnds  the  wholcfomc  and  falutary  influence  of  your  Uw»— 
and  exhibrts  you  to  the  world  as  dependants  for  an  exiilrnce  on  military 
authority  j  to  England  this  fyftem  muft  pcoyexuinout  and  deftruftivci  in- 
volved in  a  contcii  the  moft  otftlnate  and  fevese,  ibc  requires  eviry  «nergy 
that  this  country' could  carry  into  the  comnum  caufe.     Instead  of  being 
the  fiJat  of  war  hfrfdfi  had  fhe  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  united  fed- 
ings  Of  this  tountry,  fhe  may  n^ock  effort  which  it  made  by  her  moft  refb* 
lutcf  'aad  implacabie'enemv  :— Bold  in  her  cleclarations,  the  French  Repub* 
licafp^rttto  ftake  herexiftencc  on  that  of  aiir  empire  it felf,  and  dirdaimt 
c^ery  attempt  whith  may  be  m-A^lt  for  a  pacific  acconpmodation.     If,  m^ 
Lords,  thrfe perpetual  plots,  tliefc  conflant  lafurre^tions^anonly  bequeiied 
by  the  bayonet,' I  am  ftronglyapprchenfivc  that  indeadof  the  ^hole  for9t 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  bcm^  dire^Ved  againfl  France,  the  whole  muft 
be  dirrfted  ro  the  fubjiigat ion  of  ;his  country. 

France,  alVea.jy  fifmidablc,  great  in  military  exeril  n,  ^i\d  hay'np 
nearly  accomplilned  aU'vyhich  in  the  commencement  of  the  war  ^e  could 
have  defigned,  requires  no  civil  difTcntdns  to  make  her  prefcntk  formido* 
ble  «ii<l  terrific  appearance  i    Why  does  (he  not  li(tcn  to  peace  ?    Why 

ka  diiimlt 
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dt&Bift  .yVW^^eptiator  ?  Bec^'iTe.ibe  fees  tb^  diftciftcdrm^  ^iF* 
countiyy  and  mies  upon  the  dfl<;n£o/it  which'  l^ave  Wen  ^ntcrf  Mb. 
what  then)  fuppbiingr  your  Tyfitrm  to  contioue*  inull  t>e  the  tx^aiSam^ 
the  Britilb  Enspire  ?  How  is  ibe  to  be /trpfcCr nied  t9  j^rltcriXpJUK^ 
ftrug^ling  with  a  dcfptrate  ar.tagont{(  t  No»  (he  jpnft'eX^.&i>i>  DnKs 
a  time  when  the  whole  energy  of  the  nation  was.re^ifi^g  whe^jUirai 

iojE-^torn  by  fa^ion,  broken  down  by  diflenfion,  adimintlbcd  | ^- 

diimembered  eniDirc— at  the  utmoft,  reduced  to  an  hnmble*  aac      , 

felf-defence,  cxdufive o( thU  natiooal degradatiQO,  eiclufi%'e  of  tbisl 

the  coQ Sequence  of  this  humiliation^  rxclunyeof  the  woo^id  «lack^b 

Aigni^ed  reelings  of  chit  Houfe  inuf(  experience  for  the  co«iDtiy*a  br^i*. 

ddced  to  ib  unworthy  a  ilate  j  whatj  (hould  this  drtadfid  fyHem  rmttn^, 

)nuft  be  tlw  feclii^,  the  indivldyal' feelings,  of  e vet  y  nan  whomlvsw 

jddrcfs  i  he  re  urns  to  hU  eftate^  to  conuimpUte,  in  tbe  circle  of  Inte. 

ittnis  apd  hia  neighbours  the  heact-breaking  dlTcontenta  which  fixh  a  ffS- 

tern  muft  nccefijuily  occifi^n.    H'w  can  you  berar,  my  I.onis>  to  ittam 

to  vour  hontct,  to  look  on  your  tenantry  with  llffidtnce  and  ^iftniCt  ^ 

C3(t  fufpicjon  on  all  you  meet,  and  to  have  thofe  feelings  nidiing  on  ^nur 

itdiiAp  ttiat  by  him  you  are  considered  as  his  word  and  moft  imphcabieeae- 

tny  ?    Every  cafl  of  the  eyes  of  your  peafantry  in  thti  fltnation  yon  isei 

fttv4  with  diftruft  j  and  you  have  impofed  on  you  the  harid  aeuffiiy 

ofcontemplating,  in  the  filent  workings  of  bis  heart>  the  impreffion  whkb 

\yt  entertains  of  the  injuries  he  experiences  from  l^(e  who  lfioo!d  be  the 

Ipianli^sof  his  comfbrtf^  ant)  the  protr6lors  of  hit  country.     Nfeedl  cx- 

.  ptt^aie  on  the  mileriet  which  mud  accompany  fu^h  a'  fitiation  j  imd,  sb 

anen  of  liberal  conception,  need^  be  ncceiTiUted.  to  point  oi)t  the  diners 

kuA  the  evils  which  accompany  thi't  ftate  of  dtftnift,  civU  diflenfion,  mi 

ihnimofitv  ?    This^diftrcflin^  ntuation  calls  to  my  recdleftton  a  bcaoti* 

iul  apo/trophe  which  may  well  be  fuppofed  Ip  tUe  mouth  of  a  ^jdEUi 

countryman  t — **  If  an  open  enemy  had  been  the  author  of  tliiftf  I  cws^ 

lave  borne  with  it  |  if  a  (Iranger,  I  might  have  re|>ellcd  it:  but  fiut 

tbefe  in]\iries  have  ta|icn  from  my  old  companion  andfriendt  I  kno«  aot 

how  (o  treat  him/*    What  perron,^y  LrOtdsj  acquaiptecl  witli  tbe  ink. 

curiiy  of  fuch  a  ftatCi  but  mull  this  liieht  be  inclined  fo  d>-operate  is  mf 

bumble  attempt  f^or  tx%  alterat'iohY    The  dilTenfioiis  which  raeie  a&sof 

outrage  occawmy  arc  not  only  deeply  felt  at  home,  but  thcv  may  'tefidcr 

the   lecunty  of  your  country  precarious  and  uncertain— it  makes,  yot 

Tulaerable  toyoiir  enemietj  dcff^lr  operates  moi(  potvcrfulfy  on  ibe  huaua 

Iieart,     If  you  Acw  nd'dirpofition  to  alleviate  the  fufferiags  of  thepco- 

rle,  danger  may  become  aw.ul  indeed.  Let  us  out  be  uiuted  in  femifDest« 
nd  to  France  and  the  ^Vorld  we  m^y  bid  defiance  ;  be  but  united>  and  it 
lig<  ifies  nothing  if  we  had  not  a  Oiip  upon  the  Tea  \  we  may  brave  every 
Attack  i  we  would  be  certain  of  fhiftrating  taiy  attempt  of  the  enemy  i 
do  but  kb^ndom  ypvir  fyfteni  of  feverity  ^  your  diflruft  of  t^e  people*  aad 
thofe  horrid  a^ls  of  outrage,  and  let  France  pour  into  either  coontry  ha 
tuoft  fortnidabl^  levy,  and  I  will  anTwer  for  it»  my  Lords  in  one  fort- 
'night,  that  many  will  not  appeal',  nav,  will  not  eailli  in  this  coonciy  bo; 
in  thi  chara^ler  of'pRls6N£|i6.  Vour  (ecurity  is  in  your  umnimitj: 
tbe  fums  which  you  vote,  and  the  levies  which  you  roile,  are  itfeleft  unieft 
Tou  concede  to  the  people— fecurity  will'thfeh  bc'eafy  to  all.  My  Lorib, 
let  it  not  be  fyd,  that  co'nceiTion  would  T^  ruin«  You  underviltte  dw 
generous. ^hara^^Cf.  of  lyo'ir  countrymen  j;  tbey  are  iK>t  infcnfibleto  kind- 
neis,  they  are  ative  toafls'of  fnendfliip,  they  can  ciHmate  die  value  lo^ 
import3X)ce  of  a  beam }  tl^y  wiU  acH>  it  is  sot  in  their  natim>  to  rcooite 
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und(hip..bf  fnS'^^^*^^'^    ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  I^^T*  *"^  ^  ^^  dfi(iirb64 
nU  aj^iiutcd  ftate  of'tlK  Ctfiinrry,  I  fear  that  on  bokh  ii1eitli«rvM^lMc« 
^nnitr    mjfa^preWfirioftt.     Vou  fuj  that  plots  hflTC  exiftcd»-*ll»t  con- 
piracies  have  hren  detected — ttiai  provocations  have  taken  pbce  in  tlie 
oontry  ^  gr^ate^  )  but  hav^  you  i^o;  ia^rx  to  i^prcfs  this  violence  f     Are 
buy  nv* .  iiijfij'tiicly  torcibie  for  this  p'lrpofe  ?     Do  you  complain  of- their 
nr%inting  fev^rrty  ?     If  you  do,  why  not  appeal  to  the  wifdom  ot  Parfi^ 
jmcnt  for  ibme  ^^tttr  calcuU'ted  to  fuppf.'fs  tho(«  plots,  to  detear  thofe 
coofpiraciesi  and  to  nuke  ih:  people  amenahie  to  authority.     If  tittTa 
»re  delinquencies,  let  the  delinquenes  be  puni(hed>  but  let  them  he  pu-' 
n;(hed  -by  law  ;  dci)y  not  the  corornon  rights  of  trial,  tear  them  not  from  ' 
tlieir  homes,  and  make  them  th^  indilcnmiTme  vidims  of  ungovemaBle 
fury.     The  time  to  punifli  was  proved  ;  hut  forry  am  I  to  think  that  pti- 
nifhoient  the  moft  fevci-e  has  been  infltAed  for  offmcfs  thr  moft  vagde. 
If  fometimes  exccffcs  did  take  place,  vigour  might  be  ufcd  td  reprcfs 
them,  but  vigour  is  molt  formidable  when  excrcitd  with  moli  pnidenc^. 
All  Goyernm<^nt8  are^itkhted  to  tncir  feicunTy,  tofirmnefs,  juttiee>  and 
magnanimity,  rather  than  to  cruchy,  injttHice,  and  mif management.     I 
have  abundance  of  pr^ot  tofh^NW  yuu»  that  bare  impatattons  of  difHfFefnon 
h-\ve  wan  anted  'the  moft  aibidary  excefs  of  power  5  to  be  fufjitiVed,  waa 
enough  to  make  xhe  poor  peafjmry  of  the  country  the  fnbjefls  of  Mtnifte- 
rial   cruelty.     How  dicadful  that  Hate  ot  fociety,  wlieii  the  Khfj^of 
the  iubje6l  1$  made  dependent  on  the  whim  and  fufpicion  of  a  low,  |lii. 
terateyandiniberalinformcr  1 

So  far,  my  Lords^  have  1  been  general  in  my  aflTertiont,  and  general 
in  my  ftaiemtnt  5  allow  me  now  to  ftatc  to  you  what' has  fallen  VMre* im- 
mediately under  my  own  obfervation  ,..-The  dUlri£l  round  my  honft  was, 
as  I  was  aiTiii^  ■«  and  as  was  geneially  undeHtood,  the  year  before -^laft, 
not  merely  dil'afflr6ted,  but  tainted  with  ritbellion  )  it  was  painted  to  me 
juft  a«  ^ar  gone  as  any  part  of  the  kingdom}— -whi.n  I  returned  there  it 
wa^  natural  that  I  (houid  have  the  bett  op,>omjnity  of  tracing  thofe  dif- 
fcnfions  to  their  origin,  and  difcover  the  peribns  who  were  luppofed  to  bo 
inttiumental  in  orti^anizTng  any  plots,  or  forming  confj^iracies ^  exclu- 
five  pf  the  poflibiliiy  of  receiving  information  from  my  own  peafantry, 
imlividu^il  attachment  gave  me  the  bet^  grounds  for  thinking  that  I  had 
received  the  beft  poflible  infoi  matron;  finding  that  no  (uch  plots  ever  exifird, 
I  ufed  every  effort  to  diicuvfer  who  were  the  autliors  of  thefe  ciilumnies» 
who  it  was  who  dared  to  i»>«xlaim  this  part  of  the  country  in  a  (tate  httic 
(hort  of  iniurre^ioti  a  id  rebrllion.     I  did  difcover,  my  Lords,  the.  pre* 
famptuous  wretch  who  pafled  this  foul  calumny  on  this  part  of  your 
country  ;*•!  tiaced  it  to  an  informer,  Co  b^fe,  fo  profligate,  and  fo  aban* 
doiud,  that  there  was  not   a  Judice  of  the  Peace  in  that  part  af  tho 
country  whom  he  could  have  fet  to  have  believed  him  on  his  oath,  if  his 
interelt  to  the  valne  of  fsxpenee  was  concerned  ;  and  yet  on.the  abandoned 
tedloiony  of  this  deteftable  calumniator,  the  loyalty  of  the  country  vrai 
jmpeachecf,  and  the  ft^ere  interdift  of  difaffcflion  and  its  conftquent  pe- 
nalties pronounced  upon  the  unfortunate  people.     Finvlin^  this  to  be  the 
real  truth  of  the  tranuflion,  I  appUetl  to  have  a  declaration  figncd  among 
my  neighbours,  cxpreilive  of  oiu-  attachment  to  the  laws,  our  Jove  to 
the  conllitutlon,  and  our  determination  to  iupport  both,  as  welt  as  our 
Sovereign,   >vitb  our  lives  and  fortunes.     X    attended    the   meeting,  at 
which  tbofe  refblut'ons  were  (igoed.     PofTibly  it  may  be  faid,  th<it  theft 
refolutions  were  mere  words*  that  the  real  fenrimrnts  of  thofe  who  figncd 
them  were  far  ditferent«-to  this  I  anfwer,  it  is  not  diBkuU  to  fcA«(W  when 
men  ar<:  truly  fincere ;  there  is  ^  fimpUcity  and  ingtnooufoers  ;Cbour  it 

which 
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which  litver  tccompaniet  hypocrify  and  goil^  airf  if  ever  thofe  |cansfe« 
of  fiflcetity ibuck  » mtn  at  bang ckafaAcrilHie bf  the mindsof  the  mdivi. 
dvah,  tbsy  ftruck  me  on  tbat^ieafion^  At  ffurt  itttetihg  Iftated  ro  rU 
people  the  nature  of  repuUicani^n,  and  likvWiTe'lrtideMvotjred'to  drline^ue 
the  bleflincsof  a  limitted  monarchy*  Wilcn  I  tncntioned  the  inefUmahfe 
virtues  of.  my  Soverrtgn,  tliere  was  not  tinM  «rh6  dhi  jitJt  eichibit  the 
iiioft  genuine  and  marked  apprabation^When  I  fpoke  of  the  magmxH. 
tninrof  his  Ton  the  Prince  of  Waks,  and  tS)e  uniform  atfachfiMmt  be  ex- 
flretted  forihis  kingdom—i^heii i  oneiirian^  the  Arpn^  claims  which  tbe 
condufl  of  this  country  «t  the  time  of  the  regency  bad  laid  on  the  Prince*c 
liTe^iionr  and  hia  confequent  iTgard  tor  c  ur  profperity,  onr  pieace,  and  oar 
proteiftjoBt  there  was  not  an  eye  which  did  hot  beam  grittttick,  nor  a  heacr 
which  did  nor  dcm^iftratr  ita  loyalty  in  vhe  fervency  of  hi  acclamation.—* 
Since  I  have  arrived  in  thtft  oountt^  i  have  HMd  tbt  confefliona  of  tbe  in- 
toiia^rs.    . 

Bird,  alias  Smith*  Fcrria>;>.  M'Dohnot, 

'«KcwcUr  5    .  V.  '  '  M'Cann>    \    •  •♦Magotre, 

DutiQi>v.    .  .         GolHcr,  *     '  Ljnch, 

O'Bripnt    '     '  Culack,-  M'G^itfey-, 

CU<kc,.  Burke»  *c.-atc*&c. 

dpnid[ru>n«  which  were  fuScirnt  to  woutxtevrry  feeling  of  hmnanTty,  3nd 
iickenand  dlfguft  every  feeling  of  the  fbul-^^htfc  conftflioni  were  demon- 
ftratlv^9f  ^  faiib  and  aggravated  lUicments  which  Oottmment  was  nf 
the  Kabitof  receiving— I  Ihuddered  it>  think  that  fbch  wretches  cooiA  ind 
empIoYHient  «|r  prAteAion  under  any  Oovcinmentf  arc  not  thde  things 
cnougutp  HTge.  Administration  to  ab^ndcn  its  lyftem-^^o  en^le  thirm  to 
conteinplate  tbe  enrora  they  have  fallen  into,  and  hy  »h  immediate  relin* 
quiihment  of  this  intolerable  feverity  to  e]th)btt  contmion  at  im  having  ever 
been  introduced  in  this  country }  Thsfe  are  not  times  for  ciSimn-ttinn  and 
recrimination,  conccflloua  ought  not  to  he  retarded'^  tbe  generous  confi- 
dence and  manly  warmtbv  the  old  natdre  of  Kelarpdi  ought  to  bertvivtd. 

My  Lords,  the  Government  of  Ireland  is  uoacquainTed  with  tb^  true 
charaftcr  of  Xriftimen.  I  do  declare  moft  folt^nly,  that  I  nevtr  knew 
the  peafantry  ,of  any  ccHmtry  fo  fenfibie-of  kmi^nel's,  fo  eafily  bound  by 
friendlhip,  with  hearts  Q>  gratefitU  «*  the  mjured  and  inli>lr«id  peafantry 
of  this  hard-fated  country— -I  k^noiw  not  that  1  can  (Irengfhtn*  my  claim  to 
your  iympathy  by  any  (Irorgcr  argumetua  which- 1  fan  nrge  ort  this  occa* 
fiun— all  that  1  have  alTertcd  in  aiuither  alicmblyi  I  here  re-^tfert,  it  pof- 
ilble,  in  much  Wronger  language.— ^fy  imehtion  is*  to  '*  m«yve  for  sn  ad- 
drefs  to  the  I»ord  Lieutenant,  expretuve  df  ottr  fdvow  at  the  fittiatron  of 
the  country «**how  inadtquate  thtftineaiiii'es  purftird  have  been  to  give  peace 
and  tianquilJiiy  to  Ireland,  and  praying  that  mild  and  tone  Hatory  mes- 
ftres  may  immediateiy  be  adoptQj<.A*  ,  Jn  this  motion  l-^vTricTttpnloufl^ 
avoided  mentioning  any  Jnllaiid:s  utimpriij^rirty,  andl'baye  tiotilKid^ 
\oany  peifonswho  may  .be  iu(3poicd:to  l>e  ihltrixmrnta)  lii  cart^yrhg  ri- 
gourous  mealures  improperly  into  execmion  :•  I  have  Uift  the  htotton^pm, 
and,  as  far  as  po(hble,  UQobje£liooabie.  There  are  (wo  ^hjeft^,  ho«- 
cvei,  of  great  magnitude,  whtch,  as  being  leading  fcatil/es  of  cooteffion, 
1  mud  in  this  place  mention,  the  tirif*  as  to  the  further  exfeniion  of  ibi 
privileges  of  a  people  to  theCatholicSM«4>r  this  fuhjtt^  my  dpin:oh  is  dear 
—on  iarf  never  etttertainedadoubt./  Under  the  prefcm  cbtumrtanccs  dt 
this  country  it  is  ungcnc'-oua  and  unjiiA  ttiat  a*  great  majoi*iry  of  the  comi 
munity  ihould  be  ilani^)ed  with  any  mark  or  badge  of  feiVitude,  or  ccnir. 
peikd ,to  b^ar  the  galiaig  reEe^ouaof  being ^cnird any  pj-frileges  enjcvM 
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by  IhrJr  countrymop^  iiv^  cac^  thifcMintry  wis  dedaral  free  *i*  !ttd«* 

petjdcnu  J^oihing  <:pMld  jmfti/y  oi)ep»i*et  the  community  prefuming  to 
^niUycthc  gf^Tcr|!Q|tj«no£.ii#  ifthftbitaau  j  and  fee  nothing  to  impede 
telaxatioji  but  a  uiouw^  a  jeaignii,  and  ir  proud  monopoly.  After -what 
what ba*^becu:g9«^t<54,  litik.aodeed  rcmamt  to  be  Conceded;  what  «- 
mains  it  js  npp9r;aiMithh  H^wlfe  ihouki^gnrnt.  His  mind  mnft  be  ftrange- 
ly  worked  Qnv'W^o  ,co^|d  afgup.for  the  expediency  of  thofe  reftriaions 
which  impeacj^  ti|f  Joyalty  of  a  brave  and  magnanimous  bodj^  of  mch,- 
when  an  inrading  cfnc^ty  (hrtfatc^cd  yowr  tfiorei,  and  lifted  her  fenirity 
on  thedilTeAtion  which  your  rigourout  pci^  code,  and  your  proud  mono- 
poly of  the  rights  of  your  countrymeii  itad  cresfed.  The  fecond  fi^jeA^ 
which  is  a  fubje^^  ol  the  greateft  importance,  w^  the  qiMHori  of  a  Par. 
liamrntary  Reform}  the  lentiment^  which  L  have  ^x^tlTedin  ihe'  Bntifls 
Houfe  of  Parliament  were  fo  much  dtftorted,  mifreprefented  ^nd  ini&ited; 
that  I  feel  \t  ihconofr  neccflary  to  expvefa  myftlf  iirt^lBj^Wy  irtjd  fieifac- 
torily  on  this  topic.  In  that  Houfe  X  did,  all^rt  that  I  was  not*  Wf^rend  to 
the  ientiment  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  }  but  though  this  wdt  my  opi* 
nion, .  yet  it  was  n9(  an  opinion  which  1  entertained,  becaufe  lOlw  Parlui* 
menuiy  Refonn  Aiceflarily  occafion^d  tboTe^viis  which  fome  tWiik  proper 
to  afcribe  to  it  j  mv  objeftion  to. Parliamentary  Kefonn  ^a$  on  the  groui^ 
of  it«  not  being  Draa4<;anyexpedient«-«ind  that  I  wat  appletienlire  thai  it 
might  be  atiei)de4  ^i^b  greater  inoonveniencies  in  the  experiment  to  earty, 
it  into  executiou»  tlian  advamages  when  carried  intu  execution  ;-^but  this 
was  always  ((attd  as  my  private  and  iiumbie.opinion,  unlei^  that^the  bene- 
fits which  were -to  b(e  toe  confequexkCe  of^his  meafure  were  move  clearly  de- 
fined^I  have»..it^ iatfuf,  obje^ed  lo that ineafiire.  Whatever m%i\t  have 
been  my  doubts  as  to  the  advantage  or  diiadvantagc  of  reform  in  England, 
my  doabt5  am  certainly  ly^t  fo  gr«%t  with  refpeft  to  this  country ;  I  have 
cverconiidered  the  quabq(i «•  completely conftituttonal,  and  ever muft  I 
rarobate  that  iyftem  which  trcaia  with  imoleraoce  men  who  tat  admirers 
oe  this  improvement.  . 

The  iwble  Bail  wjsnt  on  to  fay  that  his  doubts,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
rcfocm,  were  very  muchranovad  by  the  courfe  of  events  that  had  taken 
place,  and  by  the  pivf^Qt  pofture  of  the  two  countries.  Corruption  was 
coBie  to  a  head  j.  and  he  conceived  that  under  good  aufpices  reform  might 
be  carried  to-a  beneficial  length  without  alarm  to  the  moft  moderate.  Af- 
ter explaining  hie  ideas  on.  this  topic  as  theyapplied  to  the  two  countries,  at  . 
confiderable  Jengtli,  he.toncluded  with  moving  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord 
JLicMtct^aor  ibr  a  fyQtet»  of  conciliacion  in  the  way  m  which  he  had  ex- 
plained, it  in  h^  fpeech.  It  was  a  rcfrefenution  forcibly  btrt  temperately 
di  awn^  and  \yhicb  \fry  much  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  « 

JVIjf.  doubts, wiihrXfllpeft  to  the  propriety  of  a  reform  in  England  arc* 
greatly  f^rnoyfd,  when  J  fee  and  know  that  the  public  m-nd  in  this  coun- 
try is  bent  on  fl\ij  fl^eafMfC  t  when  liuiQMr;tlura  fentlment  in  its  fiivdur 
has  leized  the  ij^o^^  Goi|iiiHmi(.y,  1  .voiuare  nor  to  quctHon  \H  exp<fd:ency  ^ 
the  pe^le^  li^nd  (eel  th^ry  are  ufrnprefiemcil  i  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land,!)^, tkclared  r«:£>rmsk  falutarr.  eaipadient,  it  would  he  indectnt  to 
dout»t.or  q<^c0i9D-its  utiiii)— -wlicn  ihii  ^s  the  cafe,  1  think  reforiti  ought  . 
to  he  conceded*  I >aw  f«c  to  dcclarethat  the  mUchiefs  which  mul!  be  «c- 
cafioned  by  not  €Oi»<<eil*'xSi  it  •»*''«y  ^  much-  greater  than  any  mifchltfi 
which  might  follow  the  copctl^o^  i  beg^.tbmrfone,  to  he  nnd^rrllopd  as 
the  triend  to  r^iifpf  rn  .in  liclaiul,  bucaliie  re&inn  is  co«ifidered  bv  rbe  peo- 
ple as  agitrac  rw^t/ai^  ^  reiioring  clie.psace  and  fecnting  the  hti'ppjrefs 
of  th^.  Country  s  on  this  n^otion  there  were  many  points  for  argument,  two 

great 


fftrat  mtitvLTtt  oTthili  mtnrt  ifcrotild  Iboch  riie  mmi,  mi  fiiAieaAlfe'ip* 
^thtDiiom  of  the  people— P&rliaipenf  it  A«w^led  to  fluke  iomt4mhiri' 
fion  ;  this  was  not  a  common  otcafion  |  the  coomion  duties  of  ImtBaim^ 
ftouid  tirge  the  Henfe  to  an  adoptioo  of  this  fDttck->*»iMct  iBcaf«re*-4 
dec!  ^ratioi)  of  the  opinion  of  the  Houic  to  thr  Locd  LWutenaiit  would  wmui 
the  fentiments  of  ail  ciafles»  would  rerm  affeAion-^^be  Ibir  o^  the  earn- 
tty  ouv^ht'itoijMiteJy  to  b^  weigbcd»'ii  it  was  mtpleafast  to  gntkt^  flMvii 
W  rnnembenrd  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  withhold  ■  cobctftoa  oMit 
be  oflPrred  too  hrte  ;  the  time  is  not  yet  pa^,  aad  the  biftory  of  manktnj 
and  of  the  world  (hews  the  danger  of  abandoning  any  favoumbk  Ofvpcrtu* 
nity  whicli  may  offer  for  the  accompHOuncnt  of  any  great  ohjtA  of  tuffieaai 
utility.  His  Lordfhp  conduded  his  tauttyi  temperate,  aod  impreflm 
Ij^ch*  wrth  the  tb( lowing  motion  t 

•  •^That  an  hnmhie  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  j^xcetJency  the  lord 
Xieuienant,  reprefenting  that  as  Parliament  bath  confided  to  his  £xcd- 
lency  extraordinary  powers  for  fupporting  the  laws  and  for  defeating  sot 
tntttrous  combinations  whic^  may  exi(k  in  this  kingdom,  this  Hovie  feeu 
fty  «t  the  fame  time,  a  doty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  Aich  eoncth* 
ntory  meafares  as  maj  allay  the  appreberrfioos  and  extii^iiift  the  difcon« 
fi^ts  unhappily  prevalent  in  this  counrrr*** 

Lord  Gintnjoorth  fpoke  at  confiderable  lengthy  iii  anfwer  to  die  ^cech 
of  the  noble  Earl  (Moira),  and  when  through  a  forcible  nd  pathetic  de- 
tail of  the  many  barbarities  w^ich  had  been  exerciied  againft  homanity  »d 
the  laws  of  this  country.  He  plactd  in  a  conTincinj?  and  imptc^ye  oppo- 
fitions  the  prav^ocations  which  iicentioufiiers  had  held  oat  to  the  Govn* 
nienty  and  the  remarkable  forhearance  of  that  Qovcf niaafe  ■  for  his  p«t 
he  faw  but  one  thmg  to  bhme»  which  was,  that'flrooff  aad  decififc  ma^ 
fures  had  not  been  Iboncr  refected  to  here  on  the  part  of  his  Msyefty**  Mi* 
sifter  s.  The  views  of  rebellion  grew  with  indulgence,  and  in  an  aftive 
and  early  hoftility  againft  treafon,  was  alone  to  be  found  the  \tkit  daa* 
gerous,  and  moft  effe^ual  means  of  fupprcffing  it.  His  Lcrdiup  idvcfted 
to  thofe  mediums  of  treafon,  as  be  called  them,  the  Union  Star,  and  the 
Trtftf  and  mentioned  the  moft  afi^Aing  inlbuiccs  v^herein  the  national  dif« 
pofitions  of  the  Iriih  people  had  been  perverted  to  the  bafir  and  coward  por- 
pofesof  afTaHination,  and  among  thefe  the  recent,  mclaiicholy,  and  atro- 
cious murder  of  Colonel  St.  George,  and  Jafprr  Uniacke,  Ef<).  as  fvA- 
rngly  recited  by  the  noble  Viicbunt,  fenfibly  affcAed  all  who  heaid  him^ 
His  Lordfhip  argued  this  fyftem  to  be  allied  with  a  determined  de%n  of 
overthrowing  the  Government  and  the  Cooftitutfon  of  the  ccmotry,  and 
concluded  by  earneftly  entreating  the  noble  £aii,  whoft  chandler  and  ta- 
lents he  highly  refpe^cd,  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Earl  Ca*van  made  fbme  ihort  obfervations  on  the  oondoft  and  diicipllae 
of  the  army,  and  vindicated  them  from  any  afpet^ions  vriiicb  might  be  cafr 
agaifift  them,  from  whatfoever  quarter  it  flioufd  happen  to  come. 

The  Earl  of  Clan  (the  Lonl  Chancellor)  laid,  My  Zx>rda,  I  am  happy 
to  have  an  oppoiiunity  of  difculfing  this  fubjcA  with  the  noble  JLonl'in  this 
affembly ;  I  know  of  pone  on  which  there  luis  been  fuch  a  £^ies  of  flodied 
and  perlevering  mifieprefenration,  and  certainly  very  liberal  contributsMis 
have  been  made  to  the  common  dock,  under  the  fan^Uon  and  aothoriiy  of 
the  noble  Earl's  name.  If  we  are  to'  believe  reports  apparently  well  an* 
thenticated,  which  have  been  nearly  avowed  this  night  on  hi*  part,  the 
roblc  Earl  has  twice  brought  forward  this  fuhjefl  in  the  Britifli  Hooic  of 
Lojds.  His  firft  proportion  to  that  grave  afTembly  #a#,  to  addre/ii  bis 
Majetty  to  itttcrpolc  his  gracious  and  paternal  interference  to  allay  thtdif- 

comcms 
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#o0teiiu  fubfifting  in  the.kTwylnPjrf  Irtljud,.  which  threatened  the  dnreft 
jntertfts  of  the  BrlHIh  empire.  One  principal  fource  of  Itiih  difcooteht  he 
ft:ited*to  be,  that  the  Irifh  Citholtcs  mfifted  on  their  right  oC  fitting  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  from  whieh  they  are  preeluded  by  the'Aatutie  law  of 
TreUnd.    Another  caufe  of  offence  to  the^eople,  the  noble  Lord  ftate^l 

\  to  be,  that  a  Member  of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of^Coihmont  had«  uninfittd  aiiid 
without  any  appairnt  neceffity,  ftarted  up  in  a  debate  and  pronounced  as 
abfolute  interdtclioirsn  Che  hopes  and  pretentions  of  Iriih  Catholics.  That 
another  Member  in  the  other  Houie -of  Pailiaoient  had  equally  uninviicd 
and  without  neCrffity,  ftarted  up  in  bU  place,  and  pronounced  a  iWceping 

'  condemnation  on  the  north  of  Irtland.  I  wHl  not  taxe  upon  me  to  fay  what 
might  hare  pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  but  I  do,  with  perltA  confi- 
dence, aflfure  the  noble  Lord,  th^it  noihine  has  pafied  in  this  Hotiie  fince 
i  have  bad  the  honour  of  fitting  in  it»  which  caq  give  a  (hade  ol  juAice  to 
an  imputation  thus  call  on  one  of  its  Members.  The  noble  £vl,  if  we 
are  to  credit  written  and  verbal  reports,  ibrthe  authenticity  of  which  I  can 
in  fame  fort  vouch,  has  recently  again  biought  ibrwaid  the  fame  i^bjeft 
in  ihe.lame  afliembly,  when  without  myikin^  a  dillinf^  propofition  .upon  it, 
be  certainly  did  in  the  acceptation  of  plam  underftaodings  pronounce  a 
fwecping  condemnation  upon  every  depajtment  of  the  ftate,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, in  the  kikigdom  of  Ireland  }  when  he  did  in  the  acceptation  of  plaia 
underttanding  repreftnt  the  executive  government  as  a6iing  wantonly  on  a 
fylkm  of  tnfultand  barbarity  againft  aninnocent  and  uncmnding  people, 
and  the  army  of  Ireland  as  a£Vive  inftniments  in  caLrrying  it  into  rigorous 
and  unfelenting  execution.  And  let  me  here  with' the  unfeigned  refped^ 
which  I  fed  for  the  name  and  charaAer  ot  a  liberal  aud  high  minded  gen- 
tleman, and  a  pliant  ibldier,  pat  it  to  the  noble  Lord's  g^  fen&on  C09I 
and  mature  rene£(ion,  upon  what  princi|^  he  could  fimi  himfelf  juftificd 
in  piiiSng  by  this  Ho'ufe  of  Parliament,  of  which  he.is  a  Member,  and 
maling  an  appeal  to  the  BritiAt  Uoule  of  Lords,  on  a  fubjefl  Jblely  and 
exdufiv^  cognizable  by  the  Parhanornt  pf  Irelahd  i  let  me  put  it  to  hJa 
good  fenfe,  upon  what  principle  he  covid  feel  himfelf  juftificdin  preding 
the  Britifli  Houie  of  Lords  fo  addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  interpofe  the  infiu- 

'  ence  of  the  Crown  to  allay  difconrents  in  Ireland,  which  he  dated  to  arife 
from  the  operation  »nd  efi«6iof  Irtih  ftatutes,  an  addrefs  of 'the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Lords  fohis  Majefly  to  interpofe  tlic  mfluence  of  the  Crown  to 
procure  a  repeal  of  Iriih  ftatotest  of  deep  aiid  momentous  import  to  the 
conflttution  of  Ireland.  Let  me  put  it  to  his  good  fenfe,  if  he  has  not  beeii 
trsduced,  upon  what  principle  he  can  iuftify  a  ra(h,'an  ill-advifed  affer- 
tion,  that  a  Member  of  this  Hoole  had,  unimrited  and  without  i^eceiEty 
ihrted  up  in  his  place,  and  pronounced  a  fweeping  condemnation  on  the 
north  of  Ireland,  and  havhig  made  the  aiTertion*  tirge  it  as  a  ground  for 
an  addrefs  of  theBritifh  Houfeof  Loids.to  his  M^j^y»  to  interpofe  lua 
authority  againft  the  cffeAs  of  this  afium^  parliamentary  indifi:retion  in  a 
peer  of  Ireland^  or  perhaps  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it.  And  abovie  all, 
upon  what  principle  lie  could  fed  himfelf  juftified  in  a  ftatemant  to  the  Bri* 
.  tifli  Houfe  of  Lords  i  that  tbe-eaecutive  government  of  Ireland  had  taught 
the  foldiery  to  confider  and  10  treat  ^hr  natives  of  this  country  indifcrimi- 
nately  aa  rebels,  and  under fuch.a  fuppofitJon»,  to  goad  them  «/ith  wanton 
and  uneacampled  infuttand  barbarity.  That  the  obfolute  fetvial  badge  of 
fervitttde,  the  curfew,  was  now  revived  and  eftabliihed  in  all  its  rigour  in 

•  Ireland,  and  enforced  by  the  (bkfiery  with  unfeeling  cruelty  and  infult. 

^  That  the  infartious  and  deteftable  principles  and  proceedings  of  the  iaquifi- 

-  tion>  had  been  introduced  into  Irelaody  where  the  unhappy  natives  were 
^     AppeW.  VOL.rlI.  179S.  i  put 
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put  to  the  tornirey  to  txtort  from  than  «  coiftfdpon  oC  tbeir  own  ^Qt  « 
the  guilt  of  others }  where  the  unhappy  natifet  were  torn  fiom  their  funi- 

-  liet  and  immitred  in  prifons,  ignorant  of  their  acculen,  and  in  acruelftstcof 
uncertainty  as  to  the  period  of  their  imprifonmenty  and  the  fiite  whieb 
awaited  them.  And  that  thefe  coniplicated  and  unexampled  excefles  wad 
cstraTagandes  formed  only  a  partof  thefyftem  aAcdu)>on  hy  the  ezecutivt 
government  of  Ireland,  and  encouraged  hy  the  Britiih  Cabinet.  And  tMe 
virulent  and  diiWttd  exaggerations  hare  paflfed  into  general  circolanaB 
through  the  medium  of  every  difafFcAed  and  feditious  public  priaf  ia 
Great  Britain  and  Iiirland,  under  the  proffered  folemnity  of  tne  noble  Lor^a 
oath.  Ir  rrmatnt  for  me  publiclily  and  diftin^ly  to  refote  the  fool  and  in- 
jurioas  charges  of  tyranny,  injuftice  and  oppreflion  upon  the  people  of  Ire- 
land which  hath  been  advanced  again^  the  Britifli  Cabinet  and  the  Briti& 
nation,  and  againft  the  Government  and  Parliainent  of  Ireland  |  aad  in  £> 
doing,  I  (hall  give  the  bed  anfWer  to  every  thing  which  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord  this  night. ^It  has  lung  been  the  f^iihion  of  this  coontry  to 
dro^n  the  voice  of  riuth  and  juftice  by  noife  and  clamour  and  looj  aad 
confident  alTvrc ion :  and  fince  the.  reparation  of  America  fimm  the  Britifli 
empire,  vvhertthe  noble  Xrord  well  knows  fome  BriiiOi  politicians  had  fuc. 
ctrfifiilty  played  a  game  of  embarfafTment  againft  Lord  North's  adraiOff- 
t^tion,  they  have  been  pleaTed  to  turn  their  attention  to  Ireland^  as  a 
theati  e  of  political  warfare,  and  to  lend  their  beft  countenance  and  fopport 
toeveiy  motley  fa£lion,  which  has  reaiied  its  head  in  this  country,  todif- 
turb  the  public  peace  for  the  moft  felfifli  and  mifchievous  purpoies.  When 
the  noble  Lord  recommends  conciliation  as  a  remedy  for  the  turbulent  and 
difhaAed  f^ate  of  this  country,  with  all  refpeA  for  hun,  I  muit  conclude* 
that  his  infonnation  flows  irom  this  polluted  fource.  If  condliatioo  be  x 
pledge  of  national  tranquillity  and  contentment ;  if  it  be  a  fpell  to  allay 
popular  ferment,  there  is  not  a  nation  in  Europe  in  which  it  has  had  lb 
fair  a  trial  as  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  For  a  period  nearly  of  twcmy 
yean,  a  liberal  und  unvaried  fyftem  of  conceflion  and  concUiation  haa  been 
purfued  and  aded  upon  by  the  Britifh  Government.  Conceflion  and  con- 
ciliation have  produced  only  a  firefh  ftock  of  grievances,  and  the  dtfcon- 
tents  of  Ireland  have  kept  peace  with  her  profperiry:  tor  I  ambokhtofty, 
there  is  not  a  nation  on  the  habitable  globe,  which  has  adfanced  in  culti- 
vation and  commerce,  in  agriculture  and  in  manafaAnres,  with  the  faaie 
rapidity,  in  the  fame  period.  Her  progrefs  is  now  retarded,  and  it  ia  a 
heart-breaking  fpc^acle  io  every  man  who  loves  the  country,  to  lee  it  ar- 
rrfted  only  by  the  perverfe  and  factious  foily  of  the  people,  Simulated  and 
encouraged  by  difappoinfed  frarefmen,  Bnt:(h  as  well  as  Irifh.  When  the 
noble  L^rd  talks  o{  conciliation  as  the  certain  means  of  tranquillizing  the 
country,  I  call  upon  him  to  fay  what  fecurity  he  can  give  us  for  the  at- 
compiifliment  of  his  prefage.  Does  he  fpeak  from  experience  ?  Evidcotly 
not  jT  experience  is  againft  him. 

When  Lord  North  opened  the  trade  of  the  Britifli  colonies  and  planta.« 
tions  to  Ireland,  Parliament  declared  itfelf  fully  gratified  in  terms  of  warm 
and  affectionate  fatisfa^ionj  and  be  it  remembered  that  fome  of  the  loud- 
efi  modem  declaimers  in  the  Britifli  Parliament  for  Irifh  emancipati<m,  did 
then  oppofb  thts  firft  relaxation  in  the  fyflem  of  commercial  reftrifttons, 
impofed  by  Britifh  flatutes  upon  Ireland,  at  the  Revolution.  In  a  few 
months,  however,  the  voice  of  indignation  and  complaint  was  again  heard 

-  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  although  tlie  encroachments  on  oitr 
couilitution  and  its  defers  which  were  then  complained  of,  vrere  generally 
admitted  to  eaifl>  a  coniiderablr  majority  in  both  Hoofea  of  Parliamenr 

*'  thought 
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tilought  It  unwife  and  impolitic  to  bjiog  tbcm  forward  in  termi  of  angvr 
as  J  apparent  boilility  to  Great  Britain^  more  efpecially  at  a  time  when  ihe 
laboured  under  the  preiTuie  of  an.exten(ive  and  calamitous  war.    An  ap- 
peal wat  then  for  the  firft  time  preferred  from  the  decifion  of  Parliament  to 
the  anned  Majefty  of  the  People,  and  without  any  fotm  or  foiemniry  ot  trials 
or  dtii  berat  ion,. every  gent  feman  of  Ireland  who  beitated  to  declare  open 
wrar  againft  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  was  denounced  as  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  by  that  candid  and  auguft  tribunal.     However,  on  a  change 
of  admioiftration  in  17S2,  the  Britifli  Government  determined  to  accede  to 
the  demanda  of  Ireland,  and  adopted  s  proceeding  which,  of  all  others, 
lecfned  to  be  the  molt  Aattering  and  conciliatory  to  iIk  Parliament  and 
people.    The  Duke  of  Portland,  by  the  King*s  cummand,  fent  down  a 
meiTage  to  both  Houfe  of  Parliament,  "  That  bitMajedy  was  concerned  to 
fuid  that  ditcootents  and  jealouiies  prevailed  amongft  bis  loving  Aihje^ls  of 
I neland  on  matters  of  great  weight  and  Importance,  and  recommending 
that  the  ramemi|;ht  be  tafcen  into  ferious  connderation,  in  order  to  fuch  final 
adjuftment  as  might  give  mutual  lacisfa£lion  to  Great  Britain   and  fre- 
land.^*     If  ever  there  was  a  proceeding  deviled,  which  might  afford  a  ra- 
tional hope  of  quieting  the' apprehenfions  and  relieving  the  exigencies  of  a 
dlftreflcd  country,  it  was  this  appeal  to  their  own  teflimony,  for  a  know- 
ledge of  their  complaints,  to  defire  them  to  come  forward  and  to  Rate  th 
mcafureof  their  calamities,  and  the  beft^xpedi^t  for  the  relief  of  them. 
And  accordinghr  the  meafure  of  concefiion  and  conciliation,  demanded  o£ 
Great  Britain,  for  the  final  adjtrftnunt  of  all  political  controverfy  between 
tbe  twokJngdooM,  and  for  their  mutual  and  laAmg  fatisfajtion,  was  frait* 
eden  tbe  declared  fenfe  of  the  Iri/k  Oppofition  Cabinet  ^  for  on  looking  into 
the  Journals  it  will  be  found,  that  the  addreffes  in  anfwer  to  his  Majefty^s 
nioft  gracious  and  conciliatory  nKflage,  were  moved  and  voted  by  way  of 
aoiendment,  propofed  by  the  Leaders  of  the  popular  caufe  in  both  Houfes  of 
l^arliament.     And  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  undertook  the  office 
of  |K>inting'OUt  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  for  a  redrefs  which  was  to  lead  to 
a  final  adjuftment  ofall  political  diviGons  between  this  kingdom  and  Great 
Britain,  confined  them,  «.  l^o  the  ufurped  claim  of  the  Britifli  Parliament 
to  make  laws  for  Ireland  t  to  the  appellant  jurifdifkion  exercifed  by  the 
Brit)  Hi  Houfe  of  Lords  :  to  the  pra^Uce  of  fuppreffing  bills  in  tbe  Council 
of  Ireland,  or  of  altering  them  any  where,  and  to  a'perpetoal  mutiny  law.'* 
In  the  progrefs  of  the  (ame  lefHon,  a  communication  was  made  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  Throne  by  tbe  Duke  of  Port<- 
land,  **  That  the  Brit ifh  Parliament  had  paid  immediate  attention  to  ouc 
prefeptation,  and  that  his  Majefty  would  give  his  Koyal  Aflent  to  fuch 
bills  as  might  be  necef&ry  to  give  them  full  effefi.^*     To  this  communica- 
tion, an  anCwer  wasmaile  by  an  AdJrefs  of  1>oth  Houfes  of  Parliament  Jo 
bis  Majefty,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.     This  addrefs  was  alfo  franied 
by  the  Cabinet  of  Oppofition.     The.  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  had 
originally  taken  upon,  them  the  office  of  pointing  out  the'  conrtitutional 
grievances  of  Ireland,  were  the  movers  of  it,  and  did  with  peculiar  elo- 
quence  expreis  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Parliament  and  people  of  Ire- 
land, for  the  prompt  and  dignified  attention  which  had  been  paid  to  their 
repreientaiions.     In  tbe  ackirefs  moved   by  them,  and  adopted  by  both 
Houfes,  they  aifu red  his  Majefty,  that  *«  We  were  folly   fenfible  of  the 
nnagnammity.of  his  Majefty,  and  of  tbe  wifdom  of  his  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  feconding  his  Majefty*s  moft  gracious  intentions  to  this  king- 
dom without  any  ftipubt'ion  or  condition  whatfoever,  iMj  that  bis  Maj^i 
might  have  tbifrmift  rfikaua  uftn  ibt  faitb^  gnurofi^  and  hwaur  ffHbt 
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Irifi  nation.  That  it  is  their  undoubted  mterefi^fo  it  it  their  nomrnufjl  <w^, 
to  promote  and  perpetuate  the  barmo/y^Jlabiliif  and  glory  of  the  Britijh  rmt- 
fire\  and  that  thtfame  jpirit  nvhicb  induced  them  tonjfert  their  rights  cj 
Jhare  the  freedom  of  Great  Britain  ^  nmll  confirm  tbem  in  a  determzmatscn  «# 
Jhare  her  fate  alfoy  fietnding  and  failing  nmtb  the  Britijh  nation.  The  Cocn- 
mons  went  a  ftfpbe>ond  this  Houfe :  they  aflfured  his  Majdly,  **  tkaifrwm 
thencefomjuardno^onftitutional  queflion  could  by  poffibitity  orife  totrnterrmpt 
the  harmony  fo  happily  eflabli/bedbeinueen  Great  Britain  and  Irelamd^^*  ^kd 
voted  the  enormous  lum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  the  public  puiir, 
as  a  s^rafuiiy  to  the  gentleman  who  had  thus  pledged  htmfelf  and  pledged 
Parliament  to  a  final  fcttlement  of  conftitutional  grievances  between  the 
two  countries,  a  fcttlement  fo  complete  and  fatisfaflot^,  as  to  render  a  rrri-  i 

val  of  pohtical  or  conftitutlonal  controverfics  utterly  impofTiblc.  Tnis  ad- 
drcfs  was  echoed  with  unbounded  appUufe  from  end  to  end  of  ihc  kin^dom« 
and  the  founders  of  the  new  Irifli  Conftitution,  were,  for  the  Ihort  period  of  | 

a  few  weeks,  the  idols  of  the  people.  Unfoitunaiely,  in  that  fliort  inter- 
vdT,  all  harmony  was  at  end.  A  gentleman  of  dilhnguidied  ability  dtico- 
vered,  that  the  fimple  repeal  'of  a  declaratory  law,  did  not  coDtatn  a  reciio.  | 

ciation  of  the  principle  which  had  been  declared ;  from  whence  he  argued, 
that  our  new  Conilitution  was  a  bubble,  that  the  Irifli  nation  bad  been 
duped  by  the  Britiih  Minifter  and  Parliament,  and  that  the  nobtemm  and  i 

gentlemen  who  had  undertaken  Infh  emancipation  (it  was  at  this  period  1 
think  the  phrafe  got  into  uie)  acquitfcing  in  the  deception,  muft  be  corfi- 
dered  as  accomplices  in  the  treachery  of  Great  Britain.     To  this  ahftrad  < 

propofition,  and  to  the  inference  drawn  from  it,  immediate  and  general  af-  ' 

lent  was  given,  and  a  gentleman  who  had  been  railed  to  the  pinnacle  of  po-  i 

puiar  favour  and  applaufe,  for  acknowledged  public  lervicea,  inftantly  be- 
came thefubje^  of  popular  execration,  and  was  loaded  with  foul  and  mott 
unmerited  calumny  and  abufe,  for  no  other  reafon  than  his  refufat  to  coo-  i 

cur  in  committing  the  Parliament  of  this  country  in  a  quarrel  with  the 
Britifli  nation,  upon  this  abdraft  rule  of  interpretation  which  wasaffomed 
to  apply  to  all  declaratory  ttatutet,  and  to  eflabliOi  unequivocaDy  the  infia*  | 

cerity  of  Great  Britain.  It  it  not  ncceifary  noW  to  examine  the  merits  of 
the  abftra£l  le^gal  queftion,  but  this  I  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  itien  in  one  thoufand,  who  fo  loudly  condemned  | 

the  a6^  of  Simple  Repeal,  were  utterly  incapable  of  forming' an  opinion  oo  '  | 

the  fubjeA }  and  that  if  from  the  fame  authority  they  bad  been  told,  that 
an  a£l  of  renunciation  was  an  infult  to  the  nation,  inafmuch  as  it  applied  I 

^n  exifting  principle  to  be  renounced,  the  men  who  fo  loudly  condemned  a 
fimple  repeal,  would  have  been  equally  noify  againft  renunciation.  But  I 
ibould  have  hoped  that  this  grofs  and  glaring  inftance  of  popular  levity 
would  have  taught  the  fober  part  of  the  community,  and  more  efpecially 
the  gentlemen  who  had  well  nigh  fallen  viflims  to  it,  the  imminent  baaanl 
of  inflaming  the  popular  mind  upon  abifrra£l  political  topics,  and  of 
making  appeals  to  themajefty  of  the  people,  for  the  redrefs  of  fpeculative 
political  grievances. 

At  the  fame  period  the  majedy  of  the  peop  e  was  a  fecond  time  affronted. 
We  had  in  the  warmth  of  our  gratitude,  and  before  tlie  fimpic  rrpeal  bub- 
ble had  been  dil'covered,  voted  away  almott  every  regiment  of  infantry  on 
the  Irifli  eftabliOiment,  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire,  infomuch  that  there 
were  not  foldiers  left  in  the  country  for  common  garrifon  duty.  The  Duke 
of  Portland,  with  no  other  poflibJe  view  than  to  provide  for  the  ncceifary 
fervice  of  the  kingdom,  on  terms  the  moft  oeconomical,  raifed  four  pio- 
yincial  regii^ents  to  be  disbanded  at  xbe  cooclufion  of  the  war.     This  was 

cooilrucd 
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c^n.ftrued  tpht  an  infidioot  rchtmeof  the  Britilh  GoveniiliCiit»  to  under* 
nr&miie  the  popular  inftitutiou  of  Volunteers.    If  foniany  regiments  of  the 

liinchad  been  railed,  and  the  eliabliihment  had  been  incumbered  with  half- 
pa^y  for  the  officers,  I  prefume  the  majefty  of  the  people  would  not  have 
b^sen  olfended  )  but  a  fenc^ble  rtginicnt  was  new  in  Ireland,  and  without 
£'«Arther  enquiry  or  confideratiouy  this  neceflary  aft  of  pubh'c  duty,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Duke  of  Portland  upon  a  mere  principle  of  public  oeconomy,  was 
generally  and  loudly  condemned  as  a  freih  inmrnce  of  Britifli  infincerity. 
Xt  happened  foon  after  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  quitted  the  government  of 
«>iis  kmgdom,  that  tlie  Judges  ofthe  Court  of  Kin^^s  Bench  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  gave  a  judgment  upon  a  record  removed  by  writ  of  error  brought  thet« 
iFnxB  the  King's  Bench  of  Ireland  $  and  no  man  who  know^  the  law  will 
lay,  that  they  could  have  dorte  otherwife.     They  found  a  record  removed 
into  their  Court  by  authority  of  theKiiig*a  writ,  and  finding  it  there,  they 
could  not  avoid  giving  judgment  upon  it.     This  however  raifed  a  new  fer- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  this  judicial  aft  of  Lord  Mansfield  and  his  brerbren, 
^aa  reprefented  here  as  a  dire£l  violation  of  Bririfli  faith,  and  an  open  aad 
uneqaivocal  attack  upon  the  Irifti  conftitution.     Lord  Buckingham  was 
then  JLord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  although  I  was  not  then  a  icrvant  of 
the  Cro^n,  having  lived  in  early  habits  of  friendship  and  intimacy  with 
him,  I  can  from  my  knowledge  ftate,  that  with  a  firm  conviftion  thit 
Great  Britain  had  always  intended,  ful}y»  fairly,  and  unequivocally  to 
renounce  all  legiflative  and  judicial  authority  over  this  country,  he  felt  the 
warmeU  anxiety  to  fatisfy  the  people  of  Ireland  that  their  fufpicions  weie 
unfounded  {  that  whether  the  aft  by  which  the  Briti/h  Parliament  yielded 
their  legiilative  claims,  was  an  aft  of  limple  repeal,  or  on  aft  of  renundff- 
tion»  they  might  and  ought  to  place  full  and  firm  confidence  in  thefaiih 
and  hcmonr  of  Great  Britain  ai  their  beft  iecurity ;  but  it  was  ftated  to  him 
that  there  were  Britifh  ftatutes unrepealed  made  for  the  ptuteftion  of  trade* 
particularly  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  which  penalties  were  in^ifted  upon 
Jrifli  fubjefts  for  breach  of  them  committed  in  this  country,  and  that  fuite 
for  the  recovery  of  thcle  penalties  were,  by  the  fame  ftatutes*  cognisable  itk 
the  King*s  fupesior  Courts  at  Weftniinfteri  and  it  was  ftated  to  himthac 
the  mere  repeal  ofthe  declararorv  aft  of  the  6th  Geo.  I.  would  not  be  fuf» 
iicient  to  bar  any  fuit  which  mi^ht  be  (6  indituted,  but  that  an  aft  of  re* 
nunciation  would  be  conftrued  by  the  Engliih  judges  as  a  virtual  repeal  of 
«ll  laws  theretofore  made  which  imported  to  bind  IrcUnd*    Lord  Bucking- 
ham therefore  plainly  faw  that  fuch  an  aft  was  neceflary  for  the  peace  of 
both  countries,  and  warmly  recommended  to  the  Britith  Government  tft 
have  it  propol'ed  in  Parliament.     Accordingly  a  Bill  was  introduced  int4» 
the  BfitiOiHoufe  of  Commons  I  believe  by  his  brother,  nowLond  Gren- 
vilie,  which  palled  into  a  law  without  oppofition,  renouncing  in  terms  the 
moll  unequivocal  all  legiilative  or  judicial  authority  in   Ireland,  declaring 
the  right  ofthe  people  of  Ireland  to  be  bound  only  by  laws  enafted  by  their 
Parliament,  and  barring  all  writs  of  error  or  appeals  from  judgments  or 
decrees  in  Ireland,  to  any  Britifli  judicature;  and  i  very  much  fear  there 
are  men  in  this  country,  whti  never  have  forgiven  Lord  Buckingham  for 
the  pst  which  he  took,  in  advifing  a  mealure  fo  neceflary  to  the  peace  ti 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.     It  might  reaTonably  have  been  expeftcd  that 
the  people  of  Ireland,  being  gratified  on  the  point  of  renunciation  would 
have  taken  breath,  and  iufpended  at  leaft  their  conftitutional  labours.     But 
the  moment  the  aft  of  renunciation  was  obtained,  a  new  grievance  occorred* 
biui  it  was  difcoverrd  that  in  order  to  fecure  the  new  conlUtution  of  Ire- 
land^ it  was  neceflary  to  alter  the  frame  of  the  reprefentative  body  by  which 
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mcftft  itiiadbeenctbblilhed;  tnd  the  peo)»Ie  bdfig  th«B  lelC'-amiTed  aad 
«ned»  sfter  due  deliberation,  it  was  determined  IP  eie8:  a  mititary  cwkb. 
tiento  meet  in  ibe  mttnopolitt  as  the  fureft,  inoft  cfficacioiit,  and  conftit*. 
cional  organ,  through  which  to  convey  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  upoD  tbe  fth- 
jeft  of  parliamentary  reform.    This  convention  aiiembled  wkk  <va6d^' 
able  military  pomp  and  parade  at  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  having  a&med 
to  itiSslf  all  the  forms  ami  fun^ions  of  a  Houfc  of  Parliament,  a  bf  11  iar  dbe 
jreformof  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  was  regul  riy  prefcmcd,  rtsd  a 
£rft  and  fecond  time,  committed,  repoitfd  and  agreed  to,  and  bcrisig  ca- 
yrofled,  was  Tent  at  the  point  of  tlie  bayonet  by  two  meoibcrt  of  tbe  ces« 
veation,  who  were  alfo  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  ne;giAer- 
<d  by  that  afferably,     The  Houie  of  Commons  treated  this  infiilt  w^tk  the 
indtgnant  contempt  which  it  merited,  and  the  men  who  had  been  betrayed 
into  fuch  an  aft  of  contumacious  fojly  awed  by  the  rebtike  whtcb  they  re- 
crtvad  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  the  firmnefs  of  Lord  Nonbing* 
foo,  diiperied  and  returned  to  the  places  from  whence  rhcy  had  come,  wmwj 
oC^hcm  much  a(hamed  of  theirTaflmefs  and  intemperance.     And  be-itaMb 
lamemibered,  that  one  of  tbe  loudeft  modem  dcclaimers  in  tbe  Bvitifii  Pte- 
'  liarocnt  far  Irifli  emancipation,  was  then  a  cabinet  minifter  <if  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  that  ht  did  I^m,  wiib  all  the  enemr  and  ability  whicb  <nftiBgaiii 
bhn,  aioft  emphatically  Hate  hit  opinicn  tol^rd  Northington»  that  tbe  cs- 
iftence  of  legitimate  govenmieat  in  Ireland,  depended  on  tbe  difperfioa  of 
this  convention,  and  that  her  conneftion  with  the  Britifti  Crown  dcpcndsd 
00  psefenring  the  frame  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Comnsons  as  it  then  Hood, 
voutercd  and  uaimpahred.     After  the  difperfion  of  this  miiitary  convoi- 
.tioM«  we  had  a  ftiort  refpite  from  popular  ferment  on  the  gitmnd  of  coaii. 
'  4iitioaal  grivances,  bat  a  new  topic  of  difcoiitcnt  was  ftaitcd*     it  i»as  dtf* 
icovered  that  the  manofaftures  of  Great  BriiaiA  were  hnportH  into  thi% 
.country  upon  terms  which  gave  them  ^  preference  in  tbe  Iriib  market,-^ 
^fetence  by  the  way  which  foperior  excellence  alone  can  give  tbea,  aad 


the  remedy  ppopofed  for  tbts  grievance  was,  that  we  fliouid  oonmeacea 
war  of  prohibitory  duties,  althoaeb  it  Was  notorious  that  tbe  balance  of 
irade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  very  confidcrably  ia  oar^* 
voir,  and  that  if  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  been  fo  infatuaied  as  to 
yield  to  popular  outcry  .opon  this  fnbjeft,  we  had  not  themeaas  of  maao- 
laftttring  woollen  cloth  in  this  conatry,  neaily  fuffieient  for  the  uife  of  itt 
inhabitants.  The  difica/lon  of  this  queftiqn,  however,  led  to  the meaio. 
nble  treaty  in  1785,  til  may  fo  call  it,  between  the  PfkliamcBts  of  both 
countries  for  a  final  adjuftmem  of  the  commercial  interebtirjlji  between  this 
country  and  Great  Briuin,  and  tbe  Britifh  colooies  and  ji^larioas,  wbm 
a  fair  :uBd  liberal  oiler  was  made  by  Great  Britain  to ofMrmr  markets,  aad 
to  iihare  her  capital  with  this  covntry  )  co  give  to  Ii«latlaiS*p^rpetua]  right 
of  trading  with  her  colonies  and  plantations  upon  the  terms  only  of  oor 
adopting  tbe  laws  which  ihe  enaftsfor  regulating  her  navigation  and  trade 
with  them.  This  offer  wss  wifely  rejefted  by  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
fBons,  nnder  a  iilly  deccptioa  put-  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  wot 
taught  to  believe,  that  theoffcr  thus  made  to  them  was  an  infidtous  artifice 
of  tbe  Britifli  Minifter  to  revive  the  legiflative  authority  <yf  the  BritiJi  Par- 
KaiBeot,  which  had  been  fo  recently  and  unequivocally  renounced,  aod 
under  this  grofs  and  palpable  deception  were  the  folid  interefts  of  Great 
Bi'itaioand  Ireland  tlitir  nrmtoal  peace  and  hsirmony,  and  indiflbluble  coiv- 
fieflioo  facriiiced  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  on  the  altar  o( 
Bi'itifh  aud  Irifli  fa5tion.  If  any  thing  covki  haw  opsned  the  eyes  of 
the  oatioii,  what  palled  within  two  (cifions  irom  1 7S51  ought  to  have  ne- 
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poM  the  (Sjipery  praflifcd  -upon  tbcm  at  that  period.    In  the  tntervaU^ 
Great  Britain  thought  it  neceflary  to  extend  thte  principle  of  her  naviga- 
tion ad»  to  ibip^  Britilh  and  IriiLbiiilt ;  and  in  1787,  the  Parliament  of 
Xrelnnd  did,  without  heiltation*  adopt  this  new  a£l  of  navigatioBi  and 
declared  all  th^  former  Briti(h  a£ls  of  navigation  to  be  of  force  in  this 
country,  a  point  which  fome  perfbns  had  before  that  .time  affe£led  to  quef- 
tion.  .And  there  is  no  real  friend  of  Ireland  who  can- doubt  that  it  is  her 
intereft  to  follow  Great  Britain  in  her  code  of  NavigationXa^s  ?  there  is 
110  real  friend  of  Ireland  who  can  doubt  that  it  is  her  intereft  to  follow 
Great  Britain  in  her  code  of  laws  for  regulating  her  trade  with  the  Bri* 
tifh  colonies  and  plantations,  for  on  no  other  terms  can  we  be  permitted 
TO  trade  with  them .     There  muft  be  one  fy  ilem  of  imperial  policy  jthroiigb* 
out  the  Britifti  empire,  and,  if  we  are  to  remain  a  part  of  it,  it  is  idle  to 
Tuppofe  tliat  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  can  ever  ena£l  laws  in  oppofixioa* 
to  any  principle  of  imperial  policy  adopted  by  Qreat  Britain. 

Unhappily  in  1789,  a  new  occalion  arofe  upon  which  the  Parliament 
of  this  country  thought  fit  to  a£^  upon  the  moft  critical  imperial  queftioa 
«vhich  could  have  arifen,   not  only  without  regard  to  what  had  palTed 
lipon  the  fame  fi^bje^l  in  Great  Britain,  but  with  direA  and  avowed  kof-. 
tility  to  the  Parliament  and  Government  of  that  country.     I  pafs  by  the 
events  of  that  difaflTefled  period,  and  ihall  only  fay,  that  the  intemperate^ 
illegal,  and  precipitate  conduct  of  the  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons  ttpoa 
tliat  critical  and  momentous  occaiibn,  has,  in  my  opinion,  tn  ail  its  cofv- 
fequencet,  fhaken  to  its  foundations  our  boafled  Conftitution»  and  emi- 
nently contributed  to  bring  this  country  into  its  prefent  dangerous  and 
alarming  intuation.     It  is  in  the,  recolle^ion  of  us  all,  that  at  the  ooa* 
clufion  of  the  feflion  of  1789,  nothing  «(as  left  untried  by  Lord  Bucking- 
ham to  reftore  peace,  and  to  conciliate  tbole  who  had  a£led  with  narked 
perfonal  hoftility  to  him,  fo  far  as  he  could  go  without  a  breach  c{  publk 
duty.     If  he  was  capable  of  harbouring  private  refentmenc  for  unpro- 
voked peribnal  injuries  offered  to  him,  he  had  the  magnanimity  to  facri-'' 
iice  his  feelings  to  an  anxions.folicitudc  for  the  peace  of  Ir^and  :  and  I 
have  often  lamented  that  his  efforts  proved  unfuccefsful,  and  that  he  wat 
compeHed  much  again  ft  his  will»  to  difplace  fome  old  fervants  of  the 
Crown  who  had  oppofed  his  government  with  warmth,  and  not  only  avow- 
ed their  detetmi  nation  to  perfift  in. the  fame  op  portion,  but  declined,  with 
fuUen  indignation,  even  to  ho^i/ commuiikation  with  him.     And  if  the 
confidenti^  fervants  of  the  Crown  are  to  oppofe  bis  Majefty^s  Govern- 
Rient,  and  to  decline  all  communication  with  his  Minillers,  I  ,am  at  « 
'     loTs  to  know  how  it  can  exift.    The  iirfl  ftep  which  was  taken  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  political  fchifm  by  gentlemen  who  had  been  the  ibl^  au- 
thors of  it,  was  to  found  a  poHtical  dub  for  the  reformation  of  alledged 
public  abufes  and  political  grievances*    Thv  firfl  fociety  of  that  .dais 
which  I  believe  had  exifted  in  this  country  }  certainly  it  Is  the  firft  withia 
my  memory.     This  political  inftitution  was  announced  to  the  world  by 
a  manifedo  iigned  and  (panterfigned,  in  which  the  Britilh  Govepimcnr 
was  charged  in  dire£l  terms  with  a  deliberate  and  fyftematic  confpiracy  to 
fubven  the  libertierof  Ireland.    The  bafis  of  it  was,  a  foiemn  refolutioa 
to  preferve  the  conftitotion  of  the  realm  as  fettled   by  the  Revolution  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  16&8,  and  re-eAabliihed  in  Ireland  iniySz  f 
and  all  perfoas  of  congenial  fentiments  and  principles  were  invited  to  re^. 
pair  to  the  ftandard  thus  raifed  for  the  protection  of  the  Conftitution  a» 
,  fettled  by  the  Revolution  of  iS%%*    The  public  meafur^s  propoicd  by  thspl 
fociety,  in  this  their  fir  ft  roanifcfto,  were,  as  I  recollect, /a  Place  Bill, 'a 
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Ptnfion  Bill,  and  what  was  called  a  ReTponfibilit^  Bill  $  maiiMM  whicKl 
lave  (een  feiifted  warmljf  bjf  ^oa>c  menlberf  of  this  ibciety,  when  t  £mi  m 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

In  the  fuccceding  feiHons  of  Fariiamenty  they  were  broogfat  fbrwvani 
luccefiiveiy  and  repeatedly,  and  were  fucceflively  and  repeatedly  icjefteJ  ; 
the  Place  Billthen  propofedi  was  nearly  a  tranfcnpt  of  thai  which  has 
£nce  been  adopted.    The  Penfion  Bill  authoriled  an  applicatioii  of  eighty 
thoafand  pounds  yearly  by  the  Crown  to  penfions,  and  would,  if  then 
■dopted«  have  been  the  ible  appropriation  of  the  public  revenue  in  Ire- 
fand ;  and  the  Refponnbility  BUI,  as  it  wis  caltsd,  woali  hare  oonfti- 
tttted  an  executive  dire^ory,  by  ereAing  a  comfniffion,  compoicd  by  five 
public  officers,  with  full  pow^r  to  controul  rhe  Crown  in  the  excrcii^  or 
ses  Vital  fuiidions.  But,  in  diicufiing  the  merits  of  thefe Bills,  the  debates 
cf  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  coodnfted  with  a  d^iee  of  hnx  and  acri- 
mony utterly  unbecoming  the  gravity  and  decorum  of  a  legiflative  aA 
lembly.     If  we  are  to  crulit  the  newipaper  reports  of  the  debates  which 
were  carried  on  in  that  Houfe  at  this  period,  they  exhibit  a  (cries  of  coarlc 
and  acrimonious,  and  difgufting  inveAive,  fuired  only  to  the  ncridiaii  of 
-Billinglgatc,  and  difplayed  to  the  people  a  pidore  of  their  reprefentatitcs 
from  meir  own  pencil,  little  calculated  to  infpire  them  with  confidence  and 
ccfpeA.     What  was  the  confequence  .^    The  people  foon  fubfcribcd  to 
the  opinions  which  ther  reprefentatives  had  promulgated,  and  gave  them 
all  full  credit  for  the  villainous  charges  which  they  had  advanced  aganll 
each  other.    They  had  been  taught  to  believe,  as  often  at  the  poEtkal 
views  of  contending  parties  were  anfwered,  by  the  fuggeftion  that  Great 
Britain  vras  the  natural  rival  and  enejny  of  this  country  ;  that  (be  was  ii»- 
£ncere  in  all  the  conoeflSons  which  had  >been  made  to  Ireland,  and  waited 
«nly  an  opportunity  to  recal  them  ;  that  our  connection  with  the  Britiih 
Crown  was  a  fource  of  national  deprciHon,  and,  finally,  that  a  deliberate 
■nd  fyftematic  confptracy  had  been  formed  by  the  Britifh  Govemroeitt  to 
fubvert  the  liberties  of  the  Iriih  nation.     For  the  truth  of  thefe  alleftians 
let  me  refer  every  difpaffionate  man  to  the  detail  with  which  I  have  al- 
ready troubled   your  Lordfliips,   and  for  their  wifdom,  ro  fabfe^oent 
events  intimately  conneAed  with  them  $—to  a  ielf-Jegradcd  Houieof  Com- 
mons the  people  were  not  likely  to  appeal  for  relief,  againft  a  deliberala 
and  fyftematic  Brittfli  confpiracy,  formed  to  fubvert  their  liberties.     In  a 
political  club,  compofed  of  fome  of  the  leading  members  of  that^fiembiy, 
they  could  not  be  fuppofed  very  forward  to  put  impHcsty  confideoce  $ 
aird  therefore,  with  minds  inflamed  againft  theBnttih  name  andnatioii,  they 
looked  to  political  clubs  of  their  own,  not  to  procure  aPlaceBill  oraPeafioa 
Bill,  or  a  Refponfibility  Bill,  but  to  cut  off  the  iborce  of  all  pift  and  fo. 
i^ire  aggreflions,  by  fubvening  the  monarchy ,"and  feparating  this  conotiy 
for  ever  from  Great  Britain.     The  comer  ftones  of  this  wife  and  iaintary 
projeft  were,    **  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Reform  i' 
which,  with  a  little  foreign  afliftance,  when  the  country  haoUd  be  ripe 
.  for  it,  it  was  hopetl,  would  infallibly  fecure  fucceft. 

Accordingly  in  the  year  1791,  a 'new  political  dvb  vm  formed  in  the 
metropolis,  connected  at  its  inftitution  with  6milar  affiliated  clubs  at  Bel- 
fiift  and  Cork,  which  was  alfo  announced  by  a  manifcfto  dirked,  not 
s(|^ainft  Britifh  Minifters,but  a^ainft  the  Britifii  nation,  bating  that  what 
was  felt  as  the  real  grievance  ot  Ireland,  and  known  to  be  its  cfFeduai  re> 
medy,  **  That  Ireland  had  no  national  government,  that  (he  was  ruled  by 
EngUftimen  and  the  fervants  of  Eh^liftimen  $  filled  in  oDmnerce  and  poll- 
tics  with  the  narrow  prejudices  of  their  coantry ."    This  it  the  grievance  $ 
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r  mark  the  remedy.— After  fcouting  the  meafare  of  place  liilly  itrponfi- 

%>i]ity  bill  and  penfion  bill  as  utterly  inadequate  to  the  difeafe,  they  refolre 
«i>at  to  cut  it  up  by  the  root,  the  reprefcntation  of  the  people  ihuft  be  re^ 
'ffbmied  by  a  general  extenfion  of  the  eleAive  franchife,  and  that  a  general 
^anioD  amon^  all  the  people  was  eflentially  neceflkry  to  countera£t  tht 
^pveiffht  of  BritiOi  influence.  To  eiFeft  which  union  agatnft  Great  Britain, . 
an  »x>Htion  of  all  religioui  diftinftions  in  the  ftate  was  indifpenlible.— • 
An  appeal  followed  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  be(eeching  them  to  re-^ 
fume  their  arms,  and  to  eftabliOi  in  iaA»  as  they  had  in  theory  reftored, 
the  independence  of  Ireland »- and  a  general  recomnoendation  to  form  fimilar 
Ibcieties  in  every  quarter  of  the  kin^omy  for  the  promotion  of  conftitui 
tional  knowledge,  and  the  diflemmation  of  OENViNE  whig  principles. 
The  objeft  of  this  political  aiTdciation  feenis  to  be  unequivocally  avowed 
in  .this  manifefto.  However  a  full  explanation  of  it  from  the  author  has 
been  twice  verified  on  oath  before  a  fecret  committee  of  this  Houfe  j  in 
which  It  is  diftinflly  avowed  that  this  Irifh  union  was  originally  projected 
by  Mr.  Tone,  who  is  now  a  fugitive  for  treafon,  for  the  fole  pur|x>re  of 
feparating  this  kingdom  firom  the  Britilh  crown ;  and  the  fame  project  it 
even  more  diftinAiy  avowed  in  the  paper  quoted  by  the  noble  Baron  who 
fpoke  fecond  in  the  debate*  Immediately  a  general  outcry  was  raifed  of 
commiferation  and  love  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  in  which  for  thefirfl 
time  fince  the  Reformation  a  great  body  of  Proteftant  diffcnters  joined;  and 
Catholic  emancipation  and  Parliamentary  reform  went  forth  as  the  watch 
words  of  innovattor,  and  treafbn  has  been  purfued  from  that  time>  I  am 
ibrry  to  fay  with  equal  afTidulty  and  fuccefs. 

I  have  often  lamented,  that  this  neft  of  confptrators,  calling  themfelves 
United  Irifhmen,  was  fuffered  to  eftablifh  itfelf  unmoief(ed  in  the  metro- 
polis;  and  that  the  magtftrates  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  fo  long  delayed  any 
snterpofition  on  their  part  to  relieve  the  community  from  fuch  a  nuifance* 
If  they  had  been  difperfed  on  their  firfl  appearance,  much  public  mifchief 
would  have  been  prevented.  The  firft  objef^ofthis  Jacobin  inAitution 
was,  to  detach  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  a  committee  compofed  of  the 
principal  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  their  communion*  and  to  place  them 
under  the  management  of  a  DireAory  compofed  of  men  of  a  very  diflctient 
defcription.  They  faw  that  fo  long  as  the  great  body  of  Catholics  vnte 
dire6lcd  by  men  oi  rank  and  fortune  and  approved  loyally  their  allegi- 
ance had  remained  unqueflioned  j  and  that  under  fuch  innoence,  it  would 
be  a  vain  attempcto  ihake  it*  ..Your  Lordihips  well  recolle^l  the  wcofs  and 
vnpaidonahlerihildry  with  which  thepublic  prints  teemed  againft  the  late 
Lord  KenmaiH  tt  the  fuit  of  this  new  Directory,  for  no  other  reafon  than 
that  he  had  pretimed  to  difapprove  a  tone  of^  Jacobinifm  and  difloyalty 
which  they  bad  •CRimed,  and  would  have  induced  them  to  preftr  their 
tlaims,  in  terms  of  duty  and  refpeft  to  the  Legiflature.  Under  this  Direc- 
tory a  complete  fyfiem  of  Democracy  was  eflablifhcd  for  the  government  of 
theCathoiica  of  Ireland,  and  through  the  mediation  of  Mr.  Tone  and  hit 
Jacobin  aifociates  at  Belfifl,  an  alliance  was  negociated  with  the  diflentert 
of  the  northern  province,  who  were  given  to  underftand  that  for  Concur- 
rence in  the  fyftem  of  religious  emancipation,  they  might  txpeB.  cordial  and 
dccifive  fqpport  from  the  body  of  the  Catholics  in  the  grand  projeft  of 
Parliamentary  reform,  or  in  other  words,  of  anarchy  and  democracy.  To 
forward  this  project,  the  lower  orders  of  the  Catholics  were  ftimulated  to  ' 
aflbdate  under  the  title  of  defenders,  and  were  imprefled  with  an  opinion^ 
that  by  robbing  the  houfes  of  Proteftantt  of  arms  and  ammunition,  they 
#ould  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  Catholic  caufe,  and  fioaily  be  relieved 
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from  tlie  payment  of  tythes,  taxes  and  rent.    I  will  not  fay  that  this  IVflaB 
of  robbery  and  outrage  wViicb  was^ftruck  out  for  an  ignorant  and  dHodrl 
populace*  was  firft  devircd  bv  the  Catholic  dire^ory.     But  yourLordftsp* 
are  in  poffeflion  of  full  proot,  that  fome  of  the  unfortonate  men  who  were 
capitally  indited  at  defenders  in  the  fummer  179x1  were  patronized  aci 
protefled  by  them,  and  that  confiderable  Turns  of  monev  were  paid  owt  of 
their ftock  purfe  to  deiiray  the  expence  attending  the  trials  of  (bme  perioBt 
who  were  then  convi£led  in  the  county  of  Louth.     For  this  I  haveooiy  to 
refer  to  the  official  letter  of  their  {ecretary«  which  was  proved  before  ihe 
fw-cret  committee  of  this  houle  in  I793>  and  it  is  dated  at  length  in  their  re- 
port which  has  been  juft  now  read  *.     It  is  now  fully  afccrtainod  that  a  cloft 
connexion  and  correi'pondcnce  was  at  this  time  eltabliOied  between  the  Ca- 
tholic dire£loi-y  and  the  Irifh  union  }  and  in  addition  to  this  force  of  mad- 
night  robbet-y  and  outrage,  orders  were  ilTued  by  the  Jacobin  clubs  at  Dub- 
lin and  BeHad,  to  levy  regiments  of  national  guards  In  every  part  of  the 
-kingdom  J  their  uniform  French,  and  all  their  enGgns emblems  of  dilafic- 
tion.     This  banditti  was  put  down  at  the  firft  moment  of  its  appearance, 
and  I  cannot  but  lament,  that  every  other  rebellious  combination  hat  b<% 
been  mtt  with  equal  vigour  and  decifion^If  it  had,  nnich  public  mifchicf 
would  have  been  preventtfd.— The  noble  Lord  who  is  fo  fprward  to  tmpotc 
Ii'Uhdifliiife£^ion  to  what  he  calls  a  fyftem  of  coercion,  aded  upon  by  tlie 
Iriih  Government,  and  encouraged  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  will  here  picafi; 
to  reco!le£^,  that  the  fyftem  of  midnight  robbery  and  avowed  rebellion  was 
completely  eftabliflied  before  any  one  ftatute'was  ena£led  here,  to  which 
alone  every  profligate  innovator  in  Great  Britain  and  Irefand  preteads  to 
afcribe  the  prefeni  matured  fyftem  of  Irifti  treafon  :  and  he  will  alfb  pteafe 
to  recoiled,  tiiat  the  firft  oFthefe  ftatutes  was  ena£led  in  conicquence  of  a 
report  of  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe  which  has  been  juft  now  read  $  aCom- 
mittee  appointed  on  the  motion  ofa  noble  Earl  nnconnefted  with  Govern^ 
ment,  and  witltout  communication  with  LordWeftmoreland,  who  was  then 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  }  and  I  lament  that  a  (evete  accident  has  pir- 
vented  that  noble  Earl  from  attending  his  duty  on  this  nisftt.     It  is  ftited 
diRm£^ly  in  that  report,  that  in  1 79a,  and  1 793^  the  projcq  of  levyiog  a  ic 
volutionary  a;  my  nad  beenformed  ^  that  foidiers  were/orth-coming  in  ahuD» 
dance,  but  that  officers  were  wanting)  and  I  will  tell  that  noble  Lacd» 
that  this  projefi  was  difclofed  by  evidence  the  moft  clear  and  (atisfaAoiy, 
hy  the  teltimony  of  gentlemen  of  rank  and  chara6ler,  fbme  of  them  at  this 
moment  high  in -military  command  in  the  King*»  fervice.     The  6rt  a& 
which  palTcd  in  coqlequence  of  this  report  extended  only  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  or  the  removal  of  either  by  coaft  or 
inland  carriage,  without  ItcenCe:  and  will  the  noble  Lord  venture,  in  this 
aflembly,  to  condemn  this  whoiefomeand  neceftary  meafure  of  precaotioa 
hy  the  Irifh  Legiflature,  when  it  appeared  dlftinAly,  that  a  traitcrou^  con- 
fpiracy  had  been  foimed  in  the  bofom  of  their  country  to  levy  an  army,  fat 
tne  avowed  purpoie  of  overawing  and  fubverting  the  conftituted  authontirt 
of  the  Oate.     In  the  fame  feffion,  in  confequcnce  of  the  lame  report,  ano* 
*  ther  aA  pafted  for  flopping  the  contraband  trade  of  Pariiamcot,  for  declar- 
ing the  law  with  refped  10  popular  conventions  |  for  declaring  the  law, 
which  I  aiTert  with  conftdeiice,  pcohibits  and  condemns  all  fu^  meetings 
as  vhiawtui  afTeml^Iies,  (ending  todifturb  public  tranquillity,  and  to  ndie 
well  founded  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  K.ing*s  peaceable  rvhje&.     One 
of  thefe  conventions  had  recently  held  a  regular  feftion  in  the  meCiopulis, 
and  I  have  feldom  read  more  fedirious  and  inflammatory  libels  than  weit 
daily  circulated  in  the  public  prints  appointed  by  authority  to  fcport  their 

*  See  Appendix. 
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debates  i  and  a  mandate  wa%  aAually  iflued,  early  in  1 793  to  tUB,  a  na- 
t  ional  convention  held  at  AtbIone>  for  the  redrefs  of  national  grievances  ci« 
vii  and  rclisious.     The  mode  ofeled-oo  was  fonned  by  the  Irifl)  union  on 
the  n^odel  devifed  by  their  jacobin  ailociates  in  Fiance;  primaiy  a^emblies 
^n^erc  convened  in  every  parifli  to  chufe  a  certain  niunber  of  ekftors,  who 
were  to  meet  at  a  central  part  in  thecouaty,  to  chui^  their  reprefentativei* 
It  is  not  a  ft  rained  inference  to  fuppo^,  that  thefe  primary  aflemblies  were 
nut  attended  .by  the-inolt  fobef  and  induftrious  inhabitants  o£  the  parifli» 
and  that  T^briety  and  induftry  had  no  very  decided  influence  in  the  choice  of 
cledors;  nor  does  it  require  any  great  political  fagacity  to  fee,  that  if  anaf- 
lembly  fo  condituted  had  been  fuffered  to  eftablifli  itfelf,  a  prompt  and  ge* 
neral  chain  of  intercourfe  and  conununication  would  at  once  have  been 
formed  between  the  turbulent  and  diflTaffc^ed  members  of  the  community 
in  ev^ry  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  would  h;ive  reded   with  the  difcre* 
ton  ot  an  invifible  power,  thus  poflefled  of  the  means  of  receiving  an4  * 
communicating  prompt  and  accurate  and  gemral  intelligence,  to  order'a 
general  or  partial  infurredion  at  pleafure.     And  yet  theie  measures  of  Le. 
giflative  precaution,  thus  forced  upon  Parliament  by  treafons  avowed  audi 
incdiuted,  have  b«en  reprefented  as  the  original  ibuice  of  popular  difcon* 
tent,  and  have  been , condemned  by  the  noble  Lord  in  terms  of  bitternefa 
and  indignation^  as  a  part  of  the  fy ftem  of  coercion,  as  he  is  plealed  to  call 
it,  wantonly  infli6ied  by  the  Iriib  Government  upon  an  innocent  and  unof- 
fending people,  and  fecretly  encouraged  by  the  BritiOi  Cabinet.     Would 
the  noble  Lord  be  underftood  to  aOfert,  that  the  Iriih  Parliament  have  be- 
trayed their  tryd  in  flopping  the  fupply  of  militairy  ftorcs  tu  a  revolutionary 
army,  and  repreiling  tumultuary  and  feditious  aflemblies,  notorioufly  con- 
vened for  prqmoting  rebellion,  and  overthrowing  the  Conftitution :  or, 
would  the  noble  Lcrl  be  underftood  to  inftnuat^,  that  ihe  I^ords  and  Com-* 
iQons  of  Ireland  have  betrayed  their  truft,  becaufe  ihey  have  not  looked  at 
the  growth  of  ftdition  and  treafon  tame  and  unmovcd»  in  pure  compliment 
to  his  incredulity  ?  The  Parliament  of  Ireland  did  their  duty  in  training 
new  laws,  to  meet  new  and  extraordinary  exigencies  |  and  if  there  be 
ground  of  ceofure  on  Parlian^ent,  it  is  that  tlieir  vigour  was  not  propor* 
tioned  to  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  evil.     The  treafonable  aflbcia- 
tion9  which  were  the  fuurce  of  it,  were  fuffered  to  augment,  unite  and  mac-, 
ibal  tlieir  dtfciples  into  one  common  leagus  of  mifchief,  iiUbmuch,  that  un-. 
der  their  orders,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  northern  ditlrid,  and  fonie  coun- 
ties contiguous  to  the  metropolis,  became  a  fcene  of  general  murder,  and 
midnight  depredation.     Every  >man  who  was  accused  by  the  brotherhood 
of  1  yaliy  or  peaceable  demeanor  was  ftripped  of  his  arms— if  he  prefumed 
to  defend  himfelf  he  was,  murdered.     The  few  magiftrates  who  ventured  to 
excicute  the  law,  were  marked  for  a  fla  (Tin  at  ion,  and.  many  of  them  werea^u*. 
ally  murdered  :  Parliament  therefore  found  it  neceflfary  to  interpofe  again, 
and  to  frame  a  Jaw,  if  poflible,  to  meet  this  horrid  ilate  of  barb^riffn  and 
outrage,  which  had  bid  deBance  to  the  ordinai7  courfe  of  Juftice  ^  and  in 
theieflion  of  1796,  the  Infurre^lion  ASi  was  paiTed,  which  enables  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Coimcil,  on  a  reprefentation  of  the  juftices  at  a  fef- 
6on  of  the  peace,  that  any  paiticular  diitri^  is  in  a  ftate  of  infurreflion,  by 
pioclamation  to  declare  it  fo  to  be ;  and  the magiftrates,  in  a  proclaimed  dif- 
tin£l,are  enabled. to  exercifeftrong  and  fummary  powers  for  fupprefling  tu* 
mult  and  outrage,  and  preferving  the  peace.     Amongft  others,   they  are 
authorized  t9  order  all  perfons  within  the  proclaimed  diftri^  to  remain  in 
their  houfes,  and  to  put  out  th  ir  lights  alter  a  certain  hour  of  the  night. 
Thi»the  noble  Lord  (us  been  ple^fed  toreprefent  as  a  revival  of  the  ohfolete 
.    .^ '      '    '  ma  ^  feudal 
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feudil  badge  of  fervitudcy  tbe  curfe«r»  and  a  rigbrout  ccecutioii  ci  it 
throughout  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  iirft  appUcatioQ  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council  for  carrying  thii  aft  into  execution,  was  made  hj 
the  magiftrates  of  the  county  of  Armaghi  where  a  religious  feud  hsd  brokoi 
out^  and  was  attended  with  lamentabie  excefles,  a  fewl  which  wai  rerived 
by  the  wicked  machinations  of  the  Iriih  brotherhood,  and  with  unblufliin^ 
effrontery  reprefented  by  them,  as  a  Government  perfecutioD  inftitnted 
a|;aintt  the  northern  Catholics.  I  will  ftate  the  fliort  hiftorr  of  this  reli- 
gious quarrel,  and  the  noble  Lord  will  fee  the  ^erous  indifcretioo  into 
which  he  has  been  betrayed  upon  this  head  of  his  accafation  againfL  the 
government.  Many  years  fince  the  Proteftants,  in  a  roouncainous  diitricl 
of  the  county  of  Armagh,  aflbciated  under  the  appellation  of  Peep  of  Day 
Bo^s  to  difarm  their  Catholic  neighbours*  who  aflbciated  tor  their  comaiou 
defence  under  the  title  of  defenders.  This  feud  however  was  iboocompor. 
ed,  and  for  years  there  was  not  any  revival  of  it ;  but  when  the  general 
iyftem  of  fiobbingProtefhints  of  their  arms  was  eftablilhed  by  tlK  Inft 
union,  and  the  lower  order  of  the  Catholics  afluming  their  old  appellatioQs 
of  defenders,  undertook  this  lervice,  the  Proteftants  in  the  county  of 
Armagh  aflbciated  for  their  common  defence  under  the  title  of  Oru^emeo, 
and  feeling  in  the  progrefs  of  the  contefl,  that  they  were  an  overmatch  ibr 
their  adverfaries,  they  did  commit  many  ^ievous  excefles,  which  I  lafDcut 
as  deeply  as  the  noble  Lord.  In  the  origin  of  the  conteft,  many  years 
fince,  there  is  no  doubt  the  northern  Proteftants  were  the  aggrrflbrs,  but 
the  feud  was  notorioufly  revived  by  the  modem  banditti  of  defenders,  wito 
in  their  turp  attacked  the  orange-men,  and  would  have  diiarmed  tbetn. 
Lord  Camden  na^de  every  poflible  exertion  to  reftore  peace  and  to  pooMh 
thofe  who  had  violated  the  law  without  diftinftion.  He  fent  down  Cokael 
Cradock  to  take  the  military  ferpe  in  thatdiftriA  under  his  command,  with 
positive  inftruf^ions  to  co-operate  with  the  civil  power  in  fuppreiling  tu. 
multy  axid  in  reftoring  peace  and  good  order  j  and  Co  fenfible  were  the  gcs^r 
tlemen  of  tl^e  coun^ot  Armagh  of  their  obligations  to  his  Excellency,  that 
at  a  full  meeting  ot  the  ipi^f&ates  they  returned  their  thanks  unanimodly 
Ibr  his  extraordinary  exertions  to  maintain  the  Vfwt  of  that  diftriA.  At 
theenfuing  aflizes,  the  Attorney  General  was  lent  down  with  inftruAions 
to  profecute  indifcriminately  every  perfon  who  ftood  charged  with  ads  of 
outrage  and  difturbanceof  the  public  peace,  and  190  man  can  doubt  hts  im- 
partiu  difcharge  of  his  duty.  But  the  exertions  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment were  baffled  by  the  btal  fa€lions  of  that  di^riA,  a  general  dedion 
was  at  handy  and  gentlemen  who  were  candidates  for  popular  favour  decl:n* 
ed  to  interpofe  between  the  contending  pairties,  left  they  might  impair  their 
eleAion  interefts.  Under  the  fame  pernicious  influence,  the  MagiKrates  of 
the  county  were  ranged  under  the  banners  of  orange- men  or  defenders,  juft 
as  it  beft  fuited  their  ele^ioti  politics,  infomuch  that  if  I  could  have  found 
perfons  in  that  country  whowouM  have  done  their  duty>  I  would  have  if- 
fued  an  entire  new  commiflion  of  the  peace.  This  is  the  plain  hiftory  of 
the  relie;ious  feud  between  the  Proteftants  and  the  Papifts  of  the  county  of 
Armagh ;  a  feud  which  the  noble  Lord  had  charged  upon  the  IriQi  Go- 
vernment as  a  part  of  the  fyflem  adopted  for  the  perfecutioo  of  Irifi  Catho- 
lics, and  fecretly  encouraged  bv  the  Qritifli  Cabinet,--^a  perfecution  to 
whichy  by  his  account,  ninety  families  had  falienyidims  on  his  Lccxlfliip^s 
eftaic. 

Let  me  now  ftate  the  nature  of  that  treafonable  combination  which  has 
been  formed,  and  which  the  noble  Lord  propol'es  to.  diflblve  by  a  repeal  of 
the  teft  laws  and  the  aft  of  fupremacy  j  a  combinattoa  the  aioft  dmngpons 
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/^ 
«ft.nd  fingular  iN^di  i$  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  civilized  world.   The 
Aabordinate  focienes  confift  of  thirty  members  only ;  when  their  numbers 
«9cceed  thirty,  the  excefs  is  told  off)  and  a  new  fociety  is  founded,  with  in- 
AniAions  to  makeproielytes.    And  in  like  mannei*,  whenever  their  mim- 
%«rs  exceed  thirty,  the  excefs  becomes  the  foundation  of  another  clubf 
^befe  focie<ies  e]t&,  delegates  from  each,  who  form  committees  of  an  higher 
^Mrder,^  wnich  are  called  Baronial,  and  have  the  management  and  fupenn- 
tendance  of  all  the  fobordinate  clubs  or  focieties  in  each  Barony ;  the  Ba- 
ronial committees  in  like  manner  eleft  delegates  in  each  county,  who  by 
the  name  of  county  committees,  govern  and  direft  the  Baronials.  The 
county  committees  in  like  manner  eleA  delegates,  who  form  a  fuperin tend- 
ing provincial  committee,  for  the  government  and  direflion  of  the  feveral 
county  committees,  in  each  of  the  four  provinces,  as  thefe  provincial  di- 
reAories  appoint  the  general  eleftive,  whofe  flation  is  in  the  metropolis, 
every  member  is  bound  by  folemn  and  myftic  oaths,  one  of  which  we  know 
to  be,  an  oath  of  fecrecy  |  another,  never  to  give  evidence  in  any  court  of 
juftice  againft  a  brother,  let  his  crime  be  what  it  may  j  and  a  third  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  French  Republic.    The  refources  of  the  union  are  the  ie- 
<lu6^ion  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  under  the  Ipecious  pretext  of 
^edom  and  equality,  and  every  artifice  which  cunning  and  profligacy  can 
luggeft,  has  been  praftifcd  to  detach  them  from  the  eftablifbed  Govern- 
ment and  CooHitution. 

The  prefs  has  been  ufed  with  iignal  iuccefs  as  an  engine  of  rebellion  s 
fedition  and  treafoa  have  been  circulated  with  unceafing  induftry,  in 
newfpaj^rs  and  pamphlets,  and  hand-biils  and  fpeeches,  and  republica« 
longs  and  political  mantfeftos.  Robbery,  af&flination,  and  malTacre  are 
the  efficient  powers  of  the  union,  and  are  executed  with  prompt  and  uner- 
ring rigour  by  the  order  of  every  member  of  the  executive  in  their  feveral 
departments.  The  communication  of  ^hetr  orders  is  fo  managed,  as  to 
render  detection  almod  impoilible.  Each  (bciety  has  its  fecretary  from  the 
general  executive,  down  to  the  lower  fubordinate  clubs,  the  members  of 
which  are  generally  ufed  as  the  agents  of  the  union  in  all  a6ls  of  outrage  | 
and  every  order  is  communicated  by  tlie  fecretary  of  tfie  Aiperior  com- 
mittee to  the  fecretary  of  that  committee  or  (bciety,  which  is  next  in  im- 
mediate fubordination  to  it :  no  fubordinate  committee  knows  of  whom 
ks  next  fuperior  is  compofed  ;  the  accredited  fecretary  vouches  the  order, 
from  him  it  is  received  implicitly,  and  is  communicated  in  like  manner, 
'till  it  reaches  every  member  of  the  union  to  whom  it  is  addrefTeJ.  The 
order  is  generally  verbal,  but  if  it  be  reduced  to  writing,  the  moment  the 
perfon  who  is  co  receive  and  commu.nicate  it  is  fully  inttruAed,  the  paper 
IS  deflroyed.  Here  then  is  a  complete  revolutionary  government  organized 
againft  the  laws  and  eftablifhed  conftitution :  and  let  me  afk  the  noble 
Loid,  whether  fuch  a  combination  is  to  be  met  or  counterafted,  much 
lefs  diifolved  by  the  flow  and  technical  forms  of  a  regular  government  j  an 
invifible  power  of  infinite  fubtlety  and  extent,  which  has  no  fixed  or  per- 
manept  ftation,  which  ads  by  tiie  imgoverned  fury  of  a  defperate  and  fa- 
vage  race,  and  fcatters  univerfal  detolation  and  difmay,  at  its  (bvereign 
will  and  pleafure.  Such  was  the  influence  of  this  fyAem  of  terror,  that  fe- 
veral wen  difpofed  perfons  were  induced  from  mere  appreh'enfions  for  their 
perfonal  fecurtty  to  join  the  union,  and  fome  of  them  have,  I  fear,  become 
reconciled  by  habit  to  this  general  league  of  mifchief :  under  the  fame  in- 
fluence witneflfes  were  deterred  from  coming  forward  to  give  teftimony  for 
the  Crown,  and  every  juryman  i^ho  ihould  dare  to  join  in  a  verdrft  of 
^onvlftion  was  threatened  with  aflaifination.  I  have  read  a  circular  printed 
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haml-bil]  which  was  publicly  diftributcd  ia  the  diftnrbed  diilrl^s  In  the         i 
courfe  of  the  lad  fummer,  threatening  every  man  who  fli^ll  dare  to  aeccatt 
the  laws  againft  a  member  of  the  brotherhood  with  inevitafaie  dcfiruAiao, 
and  in  feme  counties  this  menace  had  its  full  effcA.    Has  the  noble  L-oxd 
heard  of  the  numberlefs  murders  which  hare  been  perpetrated  hy  tkc  wr- 
ders  of  the  Iriih  union,  for  the  crime  of  putting  the  laws  of  the  counzry  io- 
to  a  courfeof  execution  ?     Has  he  heard  of  ^be  murder  of  Mr.  Bu^^ler,  m 
clergyman  and  a  magiftrafe  ?    Has  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  .Knipe, 
a  cltTgyman  and  a  magiiVrate  ?    Has  be  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  U^ 
melton,  a  clergyman  and  a  magiftrate,  and  the  circumftances   of  horror 
which  attended  it  f    T(  is   unhappy  g^entieman  who  had  bceo  a  Fdknv  of 
Trinity  College,  and  had  retired  to  a  college  benefice  in  the  county  cf 
I>Diiega]l,  a  man  of  exemplary  piety  and  Iearning»  had  been  gull^  of  the 
heinous  crime  of  inculcating  habits  of  religion  and  morality  and  mduttry 
and  due  fubordination  in  a  wild  and  i emote  dlftriA ;  he  had  alio  been  gu*!^ 
ty  of  exertion  as  a  magiArate  to  (lop  the  progrefs  of  treafoot  axkd  was  ac- 
cordingly denounced  by  the  brotherhood.     He  had,  as  every  other  geotk- 
man  in  the  fame  predicament  was  obliged  to  dos  converted  bis  dwelJjog- 
boufe  into  a  fortrels,  which  was  prott£led  by  a  military  guard  j  he  had 
gone  to  Derrvy  but  hearing  of  a  difturbance  m  his  neighbourhood,  be  ^ 
tally  prepared  to  return  and  quiet  it^  intending  to  take  £eker  from  his  ene- 
mies before  the  return  of  the  night.    In  this,  however,  he  was  prevented 
by  a  ftonn,  which  made  it  impoflible  for  him  to  repafs  a  lake,  on  the  edge 
of  which  his  dwelling  fiood,  and  he  went  to  the  boufe  of  a  friend  Mr. 
Waller,  who  had  been  alfo  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  who  to  his 
misfortune  received  him.    Whtlft  this  gentlenaan  and  lus  wife  and  chiidrm 
were  quietly  fitting  with  their  gueft  bv  the  fire-fide,  a  volley  of  mufquetry 
was  difcharged  into  his  houfe,  which  inftantly  killed  Mrs.  Waller,  and 
this  was  the  firft  notice  of  the  attack.    The  favagcs  who  furrounded  tba 
boufe  cried  out  for  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  threatened  to  bum  it  uolefs  be 
was  delivered  in(o  their  bands;  when  this  unfortunate  gentleman  was 
dragged  from  his  hiding  place  by  the  (ervants  of  his  boft,  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  butchered  by  them  with  aggravated  circna- 
ftances  of  barbarity  too  (hocking  to  relate ;  hi§  widow  anid  hdplei's  chil- 
dren have  a  penfion  from  the  Crown,  or  they  muft  have  periihed  for  want. 
Has  the  noble  Lord  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Cummins,  wbcie  crime 
was,^  that  be  had  prefuined  to  enrol  his  name  in  a  corps  of  yeomanry,  un- 
der the  command  of  his  landlord,  the  Earl  of  Londonderry  ?  Has  he  beard 
of  the  attempt  to  aflaifiuate  Mr.  Johnfton,  a  magiftrate  in  the  populous 
town  of  Lifbum  ?    Has  he  heard  of  the  recent  murder  of  Colonel  St. 
George,  and  of  his  hoft  Mr.  Uniacke  ?    Has  he  heard  of  the  recent  mmder 
of  two  dragoons  who  had  difcovered  to  their  officers  an  attempt  to  firduce 
them  ?    In  a  word,  let  me  alk  the  noble  Lord,  whether  he  has  beard  of 
the  numberlefs  and  atiocious  deeds  of  maflfacre  and  aflii£aation,  wh'ch 
form  a  part  of  the  fyftem  a£\ed  upon  by  the  Iriih  brotherhood,  and  encoa* 
raged  by  the  privileged  orders  of  innovation  >    I  hold  the  dark  and  bloody 
catalogue  ?  but  will  not  proclaim  to  the  civilized  world  the  ftate  of  canaibal 
barbarifm  to. which  my  unhappy  country  hsis  been  brought  back  by  thck 
ptftilent  and  cowardly  traitors.    Theie  are  the  men  of  ientiment  whom  the 
noble  Lord  is  anxious  to  conciliate  j  thefe  are  the  injured  initocents,  who^ 
cau(e  he  has  fo  often  and  ib  pathetically  pleaded  i  the  injui^d  innoccBts 
who  deal  in  midnight  robbery,  conflagration,  and  murder  \  and  fcamr 
terror  and  defolation  over  the  face  of  his  devoted  country.    The  noble 
Lord  may  contemplate  this  fccne  of  borrory  with  coolncfs  from  notfacr 
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tteing^m»  btst  he  wiU  iK^he  furpriied  that  the  gentlemen  6f  Ireland,  whoi^ 
^^\etice  is  at  daktr,  db  not  view  it  with  the  fame  indifFercnce*    I  kaovr 
ithe  noble  Lord  hai  declared  his  opnion  that  aflaffinatton  forms  no  part  of* 
«be  fyflem  wlitch  fs  a6ted  upon  by  the  Irifli  brotherhood,  and  encouraeed 
l»y  the  pr'iTfleged  orders  of  innovation.     I  know  that  he  has  declared lila 
opinion  that  the  nomberlefs  murders  which  have  been  committed  in  In- 
land fince  the  inftitution  of  the  brotherhood,  are  but  fo  many  inftances  of 
private  and  individual  fpleen.    Nay  more,  I  know  the  noble  Lord  has 
broadly  iniinuated  an  opinion,  that  a  periodical  paper  publ'tflied  in  tbt 
metropolis,  which  recommends  aflaflination,  and  points  out  individuals  fpr 
mafTacre,  is  printed  and  puhliflied  by  the  connivance  of  the  Irifli  govern* 
ment,  arid  forms    a  part  of  th^  fyftem  a&td  upon  here  and  encouraged  by 
the  fihritifh  Cabinet.    If  the  noble  Lord  continues  to  hold  that  opinion,  I 
^11  for  the  prefent  leave  him  in  the  undiftuibed  polTefiion  of  it,  and  (ball 
only  recommend  to  him  to  perufe  attentively  printed  reports  of  the  tryal  of 
tvwive  m«i  convifted  of  a  conf^tracy  to  murder  a  foldier  in  the  brigade  of 
artillery,  who  had  vemured  to  reveal  to  his  officers  an  attempt  made  to  fe* 
duce  him,  and  of  the  tryal  of  fome  domeAics  of  Lord  Carhampton,  who 
^vere  convicted  of  a  conljpiracy  to  murder  him.    If  the  noble  Lord  doubts 
the  authenticity  of  thefe  reports,  I  beg  to  refer  him  to  the  judges  who  pre- 
iided  at  the  trvals.    W)ien  public  jufVice  was  thus  fubverted  |  when  the 
laws  Were  openly  infulted  and  beaiei\  down ;  when  every  gentleonn  who  * 
had  courage  to  remain  tn  his^  country  was  marked  for  aflaifination,  and 
bad  no  proteftion  under  his  own  roof  but  from  a  military  guard  $  when  a 
plan  was  aj^ually  formed,  and  nearly  ripe  for  execution,  to  diiatm  and 
cut  oiF  the  ibldiery  thus  difperfed  in  fmall  bodies  for  the  prote6^ion  of  in- 
dividuals i  when  a  fierce  and  fava^  foreign  enemy  hung  upon  the  Irifli 
coaft,  what  alternative  remained  for  the  Executive  Government,  but  to 
farrender  at  difcretion  to  a  horde  of  traiterous  barbarians,  or  to  ufe  the 
force  entrufted  to  it  for  felf-defence  and  felf-prefervation  ?    And  what 
would  have  been  the  foll^  and  debility  of  the  Government/  which  could 
have  hefitated  to  a&rt  itfelf  with  vigour  and  decifion  at  fuch  a  crifis  f 
Lord  Camden  did  not  befitate,  but,  as  became  him,  ifTued  an  order  on  the 
3d  of  March,  to  difarm  the  rebels  in  the  northern  diftri£l :  and  if  he  haxl 
not  ilTued  the  order,  I  do  not  ieruple  to  fay,  that  be  would  have  betrayed 
his-truji.   In  giving  the  order,  he  is  fupported  by  an  addrefs  nearly  una* 
nimous  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  I  might  reft  his  juftification  on 
that  addrefs  {  but  as  the  noble  Lord  has  roundly  afferted  in  another  place, 
that  the  order  iffued  by  Lord  Camden  for  difarming  the  northern  rebels 
is  given  up  to  be  illegal,  I  now  meetliim  on  the  point,  and  am  ready  to 
maintain  that  the  order  was,  not  only  ftri^lly  legal  undeir  the  circumftances 
in  which  it  was  ifliied ;  but  that  Lord  Camden,  if  he  had  withheld  it, 
would  have  btren  deeply  refponiible  for  the  mifchiefs  which  muft  have 
mrifen  from  his  omifiion.   The  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms  muft  be 
ftrangdy  defeAive  indeed,  if  it  has  not  in  it  a  principle  of  felf-preferva- 
tion }  1  very  well  know  that  it  has  no  fuch  defeat,  and  therefore,  when 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  municipal  law,  and  the  utmoft  exertions  of  civil 
magiftrates  prove  ineffefiuat  for  the  prote6lion  of  tlie  Conftitution,  .and  for 
the  fafety  and  prote^lion  of  his  Majefty*s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubje£ts,  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  Government  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
military  power,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  treafon  and  rebellion,  and  for  tl^e 
fafety  and  maintenance  of  the  Conftitution.    It  was  upon  this  principle  that 
an  order  was  iftued  in  1779,  '^  ^^^  military  force  of  England  to  a£l,  when 
thfe  city  of  London  -was  attacked  by  a  fanatical  ban(|itti>  who  had  well 
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sigh  made  themfelvet  mafters  of  it.    That  order  Mv^fltbij  fitnddic  BxidA 
empire }  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  tbe  ariia  URm  here  for  diiamiiii^  ite 
Boi thern  rebels,  was  efTential  for  tlie  falvatioD  of  the  kinedoai  of  Ireiaod.         I 
The  Miniftcr  who  iflued  fucb  an  order,  is  deeply  rclpofmble  for  tlie  aA,  if 
be  does  it  wantonly  and  on  light  grounds,  he  u  highhr  crimioal  j  b«t  if  f!ht 
occafion  demands  Inch  an  exertion  of  authority  for  toe  prefervation  ^  die 
ftate,  the  Minifter  who  with-holds  it  is  reiponn ble  for  all  the  evil  whidi  awy 
arifc  from  fuch  an  a£l  of  timidsty:— of  his  refponfibility  Padiaiiieni  ia  to 
judge:— 4he Minifter  who  iffves  foch  an  order  wantonly,  or  who  with-holds 
k  improperly,  is  fuhjefl  to  impeachm^t ;  but  the  approbatioe  of  bods 
Houles  6f  Parliament  is,  by  the  Conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  Ua  Ml 
juftification  either  for  ifluing  or  withholding  the  order.    And  thcrefcre,  I 
Drefu/ne,  when  the  noble  Loi-d  condemned  the  order  tflued  by  Lord  Candoa 
for  difaiming  the  northern  rebels.as  avowedly  illegal,  he  wma  not  apprind 
that  it  received  the  full,  and  nearly  unanimous  approbation  of  both  BoaSem 
of  Parliament :  and,  I  muft  fay,  that  this  is,  I  believe,  the  firft  iBftanrr 
which  has  occurred  in  the  annals  of  theBritiih  empire,  in  which  the  Kiiig''a 
Minifter  has  been  called  to  make  his  defence  for  fupprefiing  a  rebellaae  3  kor 
ifluing  ao  order,  when  the  kingdom  was  threattoed  with  invafioiiy  to  fezc 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  traitors,  who  waited  only  to  join  the  invaders} 
arms  in  which  thev  had  no  right  but  by  robbery  and  treafbo,  which  they 
uied  in  the  interval,  to  terrify  the  weak  into  an  union  with  tticmi  and  to 
jBUider  every  man  who  had  virtue  and  conftancy  to  adhere  to  his  allegianofc. 
The  noble  Lord  has  been  pleaied  on  this  night  to  difclaiiii  any  charge  of 
mifcondu^l  by <he  army  ill  ejtecuting  this  order;  but  in  exculpsting  bit 
brother  (bldiers  he  redoubles  his  charge  againft  the  Iriih  Govermnent,  and 
imputes  all  the  aflumed  mifconduA  whichhe  ftated  in  another  place,  tothe 
inftruflions  given  by  Lord  Camden  to  the  general  officer  who'commanda  in 
that  diftri^l.    For  the  prcfent,  I  pafs  by  the  fingular  apology  ythidk  he  haa 
made  for  bis  brother  omcerSy  and  put  it  to  the  noble  Lord,  why  he  hat 
ventured  to  make  fucb  a  random  charge  againft  the  Executive Ootci  uhmpt, 
when  he  might  have  had  precife  information  on  the  fubjcA,  by  mMing  an 
addreft  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  deiire  that  he  would  be  pleafed  10  oi3cn 
copy  of  thefe  inftrudions  to  be  laid  on  the  table.     I  have  a  copy  of  than  in 
nv  hand,  and  when  the  noble  Lord  hears  what  thnr  are,  be  will  j«%c 
whether  the  charges  which  he  has  hazsirded  againft  £ord  Camden,  Ittvr  » 
colour  of  joftice.— [For  lnftru£lions,  fee  Appendix.] 

In  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  General  Leake  did  proceed  to  dilarm  the 
icbeh  in  the  northern  diftriA,  and  executed  this  fervtce  with  aH  the  moda- 
raiion,  ability  and  difcrttion,  which  have  always  marked  hit  charafier  as  a 
gentleocian  and  an  officer ;  and  in  executing  this  iervice,  he  did*  amongft 
^herty  dilarm  the  lebels  of  the  noble  Lord>  town  of  Ballinalitneh,  whidi, 
I  am  forty  to  C^y,  has  been  for  fome  years  a  main-citadtl  of  tveafon.  In 
proportion  to  the  iize,  it  may  vie  in  treafon  with  the  town  of  Bel£ift.  The 
noble  Lord  is  of  a  different  opinion,  and  has,  very  fairly  afligned  his  rea- 
loos  t  he  fays,  that  he  explained  to  the  tenants  in  the  town  and  iu  vicinity 
tlvr horrors  of  Republicanifhi,  the  many  advantages  of  the  Govcmnacat 
aiid  Conftitntion  under  which  they  live ;  and  abovo  all,  ttmt  -he  eit^aiaad 
10  them  the  fplendid  virtues  of  the  Heir  Apparent  of  thecroWQ^  fllat  thty 
all  made  to  h^m  ihemoft  unbounded  profeifions  of  loyalty,  in  ^whacb  how. 
ever  he  would  not  have  put  implicit  confidence,  if  he  had  not  obfcrwd  -tie 
countenance  of  every  man  to  whom  he  had  adklrefted  htmfelf,  beam  miA 
joy  and  triumphant  affefHon,  when  he  mentioned  the  eme  and  fplcmlid 
virtttcaofhia'KoyalHtghnefa  the  Priaee  of  Walet;    Giving  the  nohle 
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j|*ord/full  cpKSHt  as  a  phyfiognomiftt  I  moft  condo^Cy  if  he  will  exctife  nob 
iCbr  ft  little  profeflionai  pedantry,  that  the  loyalty  of  his  town  of  Ballinahinck 
£•19  oBiyoMctf  during  the  life  of  his  prefent  Majefty.     And,  as  the  QobJb 
-Xord  had  very  fairly  tta:ed  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  I  will   as  ftrankljr 
Hate  the  grounds  of  mine ;  the  firft,  let  me  refer  the  noble  Lord  to  the  War 
Office,  wheie  he  will  find  minutes  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  which 
iried  and  condemned  fevtral  foldiers  of  a  regiment  of  militia,  four  of  Whoth 
vcre  (kotf  and  he  wiH  there  find,  th»t  thsie  unhappy  men  were  feduced  into 
a  confpiracv  by  the  people  of  his  town  of  BaUlnahinch,  to  betray  to  the  re- 
b«Uof  Belnid,  thetnilitary  pofts  which  it  was  their  duty  to  defend,  and 
thilt  they  were  «lib  (educed  to  accept  of  military  commifBonSy  and  military 
nuik  in  the  revK^lutionary  army  of  Belfaft  and  BalHnahinch,  which  waa 
-Chen  organixedy  and  waited  only  the  opportunity  to  come  forth  in  battle  ar- 
»ay«     Let  me  refer  the  noble  Lord  to  General  Leake,  for  another  proof  of 
loyalty  in  the  town  of  Ballinahinch ;  when  he  fummonedjthe  Inhabitants  to 
deliver  tip  their  arms,  they  rtfo fed  to  obey  htm,  but  on  being  threatened 
with  feverity  if  they'perfilled  in  this  refufal ;  they  did  deliver  up  their  arms» 
•nd  amongft  other  weapons,  no  inconftderable  number  of  pikes— are  piket 
conftitutional  arguments  for  Parliamentary  reform  ?  Are  pikes  emblems  oT 
loyaky  ?  Is  the  fedu6lion  of  the  King's  troops  a  fympfom  of  loyalty  ?  An« 
are  thefe  the  dutiful  and  affe^ionate  offerings  of  the  noble  Lord's  tcnanti 
and  dependents,  tothe  rifing  virtues  of  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  crown? 
Doea  the  noble  Lord  forget  that  his  domeftics  were  tainted  with  the  gen«- 
ral  tomnf^wn  f  That  his  gardener  and  groom,  in  the  prefcnce  of  Mr.  Ha- 
milton, a  magiftrate,  the  noble  Lord*«  manager  and  agent,  acknowledged 
themfelves  to  be  members  of  the  union,  and  acknowledged  that  pikes  and 
fHke-fliafts  had  been  concealed  in  his  timber-yard ;  and  on  fearching  for 
c1n|b»  Mr.  Hamilton  did  frankly  cotxfefs:  hia  opinion*  that  they  had  beeh 
vemovad  but  the  night  before  General  Leake*s  arrival  in  the  village.     The 
ndbWLord  will  hoc,  I  hope,  ftrppofe  me  to  infmuate  that  this  concealment 
was  made  with  his  kno%vledge,  or  countenanced  by  him.    The  moft  natu- 
ral pUoe  for  concealing  pikes  and  pike  fliafts,  was  the  houfe  and  its  appen- 
ds^ of  a  nobleman  in  his  abfence,  whofe  {ervantsand  dependents  Hftdoeen 
leduced  into  a  tiaiterous  confpiracy  againft  the  ftate.    His  name  and  rank 
were  very  natnrally  fvppofed  to  caft  a  prote^lion  around  the  place  of  his  oc- 
caiaoualrefidence,  and  to  baffle  ail  fufpicion  that  it  was  become  a  &n6laarf 
^rebellion.     The  noble  Lord  dated,  th^t  the  imputation  of  dtfloyalty  on 
his  town  of  Ballinabinch,  refted  only  on  the  evidence  of  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Daniel  Morgan,  whon>  he  repi  dents  Jto  have  been  of  infamous  charac- 
ter I  but  llie  DoWie  Lord  forgot  to  mention  the  fate  of  Morgan .     That  Da- 
aiei  Morgan  did  give  an  information  before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of]Ciiig*aBeficb,of  ireafoos  committed,  and  treafons  meditated,  by  many 
of  the  iahabitantlof  Ballinahinch,  is  moft  true  |  it  h  equally  true,  that  fub- 
l^uent events  have  very  fitlly  verified  every  article  of  hia  information,  and  ' 
that  he  waa  murdered  in  conlcqucnce  of  the  difcoveries  which  he  had  pre- 
ftomad  t»  make.    This  unhappy  man,  after  he  had  fwom  his  information, 
went  lo.  the  town  of  Downpatrick,  and  was  there  proteded  for  fome  time 
hya  miUtnry  guard,  and  having  ventured  to  go  into  th?  country  at  the  dlf.* 
tBn«  fi^^e  mUea,on  a  vifit  to  Ma  wife,  who  had  taken  refuge  at  her  fa- 
ther's hottfe,  he  waa  manlei-ed  there,  by  a  hand  of  ruffians  who  came  on 
hodtback  upon  this  million  I  and  it  was  diflinfi^ly  afccrtained,  that  in  the 
nighl  when  this  murder  was  committed,  a  number  of  petfoos  ha4  fallied 
from  Balllnahinch  on  hoHirt>aok ;  fo  that  it  is  at  the  teaft  highly  probable^ 
that  theaflamns  ordered  np  jn  this  iinnrtce,  wefeieMsd  tern  the  loyahfts  df 
AfVlN.  Voi,.  IL  ly^S*  H  '  that 
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Ihtt  peaceable  town.  Within  the  lift  two  montht,  under  prereoce  oTcck- 
brating  the  noble  hot6\  birth-<by,  the  ccnttnds  on  duty  dierc  were  made 
.drunkf  tnd  this  opportunity  was  taken  to  rob  the  Ktng^t  ftoreaof  fooic  h«B- 
dreds  of  bail  cartrideet :  fuch  it  theftata  of  the  noble  Lord*t  town  of  Bal- 
iiqahinchy  which  he  nas  been  taught  to  believe  to  be  a  model  of  tenutapBtui 
and  cnthufiaftical  loyahy }  and  it  He  has  been  fo  groffly  duped  and  tmi^sd 
in  th«  opinions  which  he  hat  imbibed  of  his  own  immediate  tenants  aad  de- 
pendents, what  mu ft  be  the  extent  of  his  dupery  with  refpcA  to  the  king- 
dona  at  laj  gc  ? 

The  noble  Lord  has  thought  good  on  this  night  to  irtraft  the  char^gcs 
originally  advanced  hy  him  againft  the  kingdom  of  IreUnd,  and  to  dcdarr 
that  the  exceiles  ^nd  extravagancies  of  which  h)e  toroplainedy  were  conimr* 
ted  tinder  thedired  and  immediate  orders  of  the  Executive  GovcrMiienC. 
't^he  particular  inftances  of  military  outrage  addiicni  by  the  noble  Lord 
were-— *<  The  deltroi^ion  of  the  printing  prefs  of  a  newfpaper,  called  the 
t^orthem  Star,  at  Belfaft.-^The  ftory  of  a  child  in  convuUions,  mha£e 
nurfe  was  ordered  to  extinguifh  her  lights.— The  picketing  one  black* 
(mith,and  half- (Irangling  another/*  As  to  the  fuft  of  thei'e  chargei,  i» 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  originally  advanced  by  the  noble  Lord,  an  indif- 
Itnentand  uninformed  hearer  would  have  imagined,  that  a  regiment  beaded 
by  its  officer  had  at  noon  day  marched  with  drums  beating  and  colonn  fij- 
ing,  under  the  eye  of  a  general  officer  at  head- quarters,  to  demoli  fh  the  boo^ 
and  the  printing-prefs  of  a  news  printer,  who  had  made  himfelf  obnoxioas 
to  the  Executive  Government.  But  what  is  the  fa61»  of  which  the  mMt 
Lord  certainly  might  have  been  fully  and  diftin6lly  apprized  ?  A  .regiaiait 
•f  militia  which  I  am  well  informed,  until  it  was  cantoned  at  Bcl&ft  and 
Ballinahincht  was  cunTidercd  as  oneof  the  beft  behaved  and  beil  difcipUaed 
regiments  in  the  iervice,  'had  been  corrupted  by  the  traitors  in  both  .<}uar- 
ters ;  feveral  of  the  foldiers  had  been  capitally  convifled  by  the  fentecca  of 
a  general  court-martial,  and  four  of  them  had  been  (hot,  upon  clear  evi» 
dence  that  they  had  yielded  to  the  ieduftion  practiced  upon  tbenu  The 
regimrnt  to  retrieve  its  chara£ler,  rubfcribcd  to  a  fund  for  dirco\'crang  and 
punifhiog  any  new  attempt  to  feduce  the  foldiery,  and  made  a  d^ciaratioiiQf 
dcf'i-mined  loyalty  to  their  King  and  his  Government.  A  body  of  the 
Told ier«:  attended  by  feme  noncommtffioned  officers  not  on  duty,  wenttotJK 
printer*a  office  to  dcrire  that  this  declaration  of  loyalty  might  be  prinred  in 
his  Dtwfpapcr,  oflTerir  g  to  pay  for  it :  he  refufed  to  receive  their  advcrtife- 
m?nt,  and  accompanied  his  refufal  with  Ibme  taunting  reileflions  on  the 
loidiers,  who  ciid  at  the  inilant,  goaded  with  the  recent  execution  of  their 
companions,  which  ihcy  attributtrd,  perhaps,  with  fome  degree «>freafoB, to 
the  poifon  diffuied  by  the  Northern  Star,  and  with  the  taunting  rcfiual  of 
the  printer  to  receive  the  declaration  which  they  would  have  publiihed^  pro- 
ceed to  iSii  of  violence  againft  him  ;  and  did  very  nearly  deftroy  hiAtjtpca 
and  print'ng  prefs  j  Colonel  Ledie,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  almoft 
immediately  interposed,  brought  ofFhis  men,  and  (hat  them  up  in  their  bar* 
tack  )  however,  whilfV  he  was  thus  engaged, another  party  compofed  pria- 
cipilly  of  yeomanry,  who  were  not  in  uniform,  again  attacked  the  pnnter'a 
h^^iife,  and  completed  the  deftru£lion  of  his  types  and  printing  piefs*  Let 
roe  afk.tbe  noble  Lord,  whether  he  will  venture  gravely  to  aflkrt  in  this  9£- 
iembly,  that  he  believes  this  outrage  upon  military  difcipline  aod  the  miwi- 
cipal  law,  to  have  been  contrived  and  committed  under  the  imnvediate  di* 
r<r6\icn  of  Lord  Camden;  and  if  he  will  venture  to  make  the  aflertios.  Jet 
me  alk  him  whether  I  am  to  underflandhis  apology  for  General  Lake,  and 
the  officers  under  his  command  to  be,  that  they  cikyc  tamely  Aiffinod  the 
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iCif^g^s  r«prc(entative  to  Daft  by  them ;  aiKT  to  ifltie  lecret  orders  to  the  foJ* 
dicry  under  his  comiiiana>  to  go  forth  as  a  010b,  to  the  utter  fubverfion  if 
military  dircipliQC.    Am  I  to  us4srftand  bis  apology  for  his  brother  offi* 
cers  to  be,  that  they  hold  their  military  fituations  under  a  Govemmezit 
which  has  maintained  a  feci  et  correfpondence  and  communitation  with  the 
foldiery  under  their  command,  and  has  Simulated  them  to  a£ts  of  outrage^ 
which  the  noble  Lord  did  diftln^Iy  in  his  firft  (iatement  upon  this  fubjeft^ 
iniinuateas  fcahdalous  snd  difgraceful  to  the  military  chara£ler  in  Ireland? 
If  this  be  the  noble  Lord's  apology  for  General  Lake,  and  for  the  officers 
Id  command  in  his  diiiri£t,in  pure  refpeft  for  them,  I  beg  t^jjeprecate  it  j 
and  in  pure  refpe^l  for  thcfc  deferving  officers,  I  bej^  of  the  iloblc  Lord  tg 
abide  by  his  firft  charge  agamft  them  however  ill  founded;  the  fecond  is* 
ftance  of  miiitarr  excels  and  extravagaf»ce»  is  the  rigorous  enforcement  of 
that  obsolete  badge  of  ler^itude  thi;  curfew,  "  The  ftory  of  the  Nurfe  ao4 
Child  i*^  I  have  taken  fome  pains  to  come  to  tlie  truth  of  this  ftory, and  the 
refult  has  been,  that  I  find  a  light  has  been  extinguifhed  by  order  of  the  of,- 
ficer  commanding  a  {iatrole  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Downpatrick,  at  two 
diiFerent  times,  and  in  two  different  houfes  ^  both,  however^  fituated  in  a 
proclaimed  diftri6l  5  in  one  of  ihefe  houfes  achild  did  lay  in  convulfiuns,  hf 
Itiffered  its  parents  to  keep  thetr  lights  burning,  and  early  on  the  n^xt  day 
rrtorned  to  them  for  the  purpofe  of  affording  medical  afliftance  to  the  infant. 
The  other  inftanceof  the  enforcement  of  the  Curfew,  happened  at  the  houfe 
of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Carfon,  whofe  lights  were  burning  after  eleven 
o*clock  i  on  being  called  to  bv  the  patrole  to  extinguiih  them,  and  notcom« 
plying  immediately,  a  foldier  broke  a  pane  of  glafs  in  one  of  bis  windows  }' 
and  fo  far  was  Carfon  from  Complaining  of  the  injury,  that  he  went  the 
next  day  to  Colonel  Bainbridge,  who  commanded  ai  Downpatrick,  and 
apologized  to  him  for  not  havine  aiked  permiffioo  to  keep  his  lights  burn, 
ing  to  fo  late  an  hour*  which  had  never  been  denied  wben  he  applied  for  it } 
and  it  is  a  fa£k  which  I  cannot  avoid  ftating,  that  within  the  laft  w^k,  Mr* 
George  Crogier,  the  noble  Lord*s  land  fteward,  and  foJicitor  at  law,  di j 
priefs  wis  fame  Mr.  Carfon  to  furnifli  him  with  the  prticulars  which  had 
attended  this  grievous  enforcement  of  the  curfew  j  that  Carfon  told  him, 
lie  had  not  any  ground  of  complaint,  to  which  Mr.  Crogier  replied,  that 
unlefs  he  would  fumiih  him  with  the  detail  of  this  miiitai^  extravagance, 
heChould  be  dragged  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  examined  to  it 
on  his  oath .    So  much  for  the  ftory  of  the  nurfe  and  child— 4nd  now  for  the 
ftory  of  the  half-fb-angled  and  picketed  blackfmith.     An  information  had 
hetii  made  on  oath  before  Mr.  Maxwell  a  magiftrate,  that  a  blackfmith  of 
the  name  of  Kirke  or  Shaw,  had  been  employed  in  making  pike-heads, 
which  he  had  manufaAured  in  great  numbers  for  the  rebels   in  or  about 
Downpatrick  $  accordingly  Mr.  Maxwell  went  out  with  a  flank  company 
under  the  command  of  a  field  officer^  to  fearch  tor  thefe  pike  heads ;  Mr. 
Maxwell  appreheudecl  the  blackfmitn,  who  denied  poiitively  that  he  had 
ever  nianufa£hirtd  a  fmgle  pike- head  i  the  ferjeant  arid  fome  of  the  kU 
diers  put  a  rope  round  his  neck  and  drew  it  over  a  beam,  but  he  was  not 
fufpended.    Ti)e  magiftrate  then  brought  him  to  the  town  of  Downpatrick, 
where  the  colonel  of  a  fenclble  regiment,  who  has  fince  died,  put  him  on  the 
picket,  and  he  did  immediately  difcover  the  names  of  fevrrsi  peribns  for 
whom  he  h^  mahufa£lured  pike-heads.     In  confequence  of  which  difco* 
very^  nearly  two  hundred  pikes  were  feized  or  brought  in  withiii  two  days« 
Let  ine  liererequeft  of  the  nobje  Lord  torcfie^  on  the  number  of  the  pro- 
bable murders  which  were  prevented  by  thisafi  of  military  feverity,  and 
appeal  to  his  dmdour  and  good  fcnfe,  whether  the  injury  done  to  fbciety  in 

n  a  putting 
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putting  Mr.  ghaw  oathe  pjctob  kinanydeyegtobepotla  tumyti'ulm 
with  the  injury  which  moll  baw  arifen.  in  kxrimg  two  hocdrof  ptkes  cf 
lut  i^aooii^ure  in  tiie  hands  «£ die  itbei&  ana  aCdi  s  cf  that  di&ux^       ! 
tliftn&.    1  <feplof«  as  finccrely  as  the  noble  Lord  c«o  do,  tficie  nrceC^        i 
afts  ol  kiuity^  hot  the  executive  govmunKOt  was  ftduced  t*-  the  ^ii«i        ' 
ahcrvtive  of  oiiTie  the  farce  cotruftcd  to  it  in  defence  <^ihc  Kmg's  peace-         '. 
ableaof*  «*^  effected  IbbjeAs,  or  ot taiaely  giving  tfacm  o^  to  tLe  h^  <d 
•  fierce  and  (avMe  <icnioaacy. 

KvexyoMB  offeeling  muft  lament  the  paiafal  duties  which  we  bamc^si 
en  an^rary  cfeert  employed  in  the  fuppnrflkNi  of  a  rtbrilion.  The  r«i.k 
Lord  was  anmoyed  m  thia  Icnrioe  in  Axncrica,  wKe;e  he  was  rxuocrd  m 
tiiepaiaivly  bat  i  am  confident  the  in^iifbeniable  doty  of  ordering  a  gca- 
JkniM  who  bore  the  commiffion  of  a  Cok»e!,  ^to  fnasmary  ezrcvr.4>a, 
without  the  fcM  mality  of  a  trial.  He  will  readily 'perceive  that  I  aliodc  tc 
ti«  cafe  of  Colonel  Uaac  HaytRs,  who  was  hanged  a!  Charlcflown  ia  tac 
year  17S1.  This  gentleman  had  taken  the  oa^h  of  allegiance  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  and  was  fbScred  to  retire  to  his  nbatation  foor  miies  op  the  ceuc- 
try  $  the  nfe  which  he  made  of  this  indulgence  was  10  cscite  feiiitiooy  ay~ 
«ffc£Uon«  ami  dinurbance  in  the  adjacent  dilhrifi.  to  tcnify  the  weak  and 
timid  into  an  osioD  with  him,  and  to  mmder  every  man  who  had  fiMrihn- 
cy  to  Fcfift  his  folicitatioQS.  Of  this  deicripticn  was  an  IriftmaB  of  tix 
Siame  of  CnightOA*  whofe  hoofe  he  furrounded  witti  an  armed  baadstti  la 
order  to  ir.utJter  h^'m,  hot  Crerghion  had  time  to  make  his  etcspe  :o 
CharMl(wn{  and  a  patrole  bavicg  ccmc  up  with  Haynes,  iSexxed  hixE. 
On  idenritying  hs  perioii  hy  a  coun  of  enouiry,  he  was  hanged  at  Chares-^ 
town,  by  order  of  the  noble  Lord^  and  of  Colonel  Balfbiir.  I  ftare  thrfe 
^£ks  from  the  printed  reports  ot  the  debates  of  the  Britifh  Hixik  of 
loT-i-'y  in  February  17S1  :  and  upon  the  fame  authority  I  wit:  ftaie,  tb«t 
die  defence  made  tor  the  ncble  Lord  in  that  aflrmbly  by  a  rear  Irieni  and 
connection  of  his  was,  that  the  Ccmmander  in  Cb^  bad  fully  appreved 
of  th«  ezecuficn  of  Colonel  Hayncs,  and  that  iimtlzr  ezecuticcs  had  taken 
phce  in  hundreds  of  biibnces  during  the  American  war.  Let  me  repeat, 
that  I  do  ikof  allude  to  this  zQ.  of  extreme  military  icvcrity  in  aay  mmaer 
with  a  view  to  condemn  it :  I  am  confident  that  the  ncble  Lord  m  i&ing 
his  order.  It  It  that  it  was  ao  afi  on  his  part  of  painfttl  and  indii'peniitic 
chityi*-but  wkh  that  fteling  in  his  min<i,  I  car.noi  but  wo&c'er  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  brought  torward  the  Aery  of  :he  cm  few,  ao:J  the  ^arj  wf 
the  inquifition,  aitd  the  ftory  cf  the  ourfe  and  chiM,  and  the  Kcry  ot  ibe 
blackimith,  mere  efpccially  when  I  recoiled  the  flrong  ccmratx:*  v^t:ch 
the  noble  Lord  bad  commiit^d  to  pofterity,  upon  a  prcpo4od  pari  isxn^ 
tary  enquiry  into  the  execution  cf  ColcnrI  Hayner,  as  as  urp^rdocafje 
ahuie,  in  hisorin'ony  of  pai liamentary  privilege  and  atithcnty.  Soooal* 
tsr  Lord  Camden  had  iflucd  bis  order  Kn-di^uming  the  rebels  in  the  north* 
tm  dlilriA,  he^vas  enahkd  10  come  at  evidence  the  moH  dii^ind  ttsd  &- 
-  tisfaftcry  of  the  fyfiem  of  titalbn  eilabi.(hcd  by  the  Irifli  hrothcrhooti, 
and  the  means  by  which  this  dilcoveqr  was  made  wcie  purely  acodcntal. 
A  man  of  the  name  of  Newell^  an  United  Iriibman,  by  pruitCou  a  par- 
trait  painter,  had  been  a  member  of  one  of  the  fuperior  cooKBittces  ot  the 


brotherhood  i  he  had  fooe  to  the  houi'e  of  a  gentleman  in  Che  coonty  of 
Down*  whofe  loyalty  was  onqucftioned,  to  draw  portraits  of  ibme  of  his 
ftoiily,  and  being  prevented  by  6cknefs  from  attending  his  committee  of 
the  brotherhood  for  more  than  a  iortntght,  he  was  immediately  tafpeded 
of  havii^  betr^fcd  the  lecxets  of  his  brotherhood  to  his  employe,  acd 
marked  acoordtngly  Ibr  aEaffination.    An  attempt  was  made  to  caecme 

this 
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Au»  n^Dtence  upon  him  b^r  ni^ht  in  the  town  of  Belfiii^»  when  finding;  him- 
lelf  denounced,  he  did  giire  infbnnatioii  #hkh  entbied  ihe  arcntive  go. 
^CTOinent  to  Tciic  rtirce  committfe*,  i»irh  all  their  papefSy  in  the  very  aft 
of  trai:erous  council.    Theie  papert  werr referred  to  fecret'commiltcet  of 
'both  Houles  of  Parliament;  and  the  noble  Lord  acfcnowtedgct  that  he  haa. 
read  the  reports  made  by  them,  bnt  he  ha^this  mght  pretty  plainly  infi- 
'  ntiated,  that  ^e  coniiders  the  commrtteea  who  ma(!e  their  reports,  and  the 
t^i^o  houfcs  who  concurred  with  them,  to  foe  Kttlefliorr  of  dupes  And  driveU 
lers,  inafouch  afi  he  has  ditcovered,  by  a  confeiTion  made  by  Newell  and 
\ry  another  man.of^the  liame  of  Smith    which  he  has  read  fince  his  laft  ar* 
rival   in  Ireland,  ibar  the  evidence  gtven  by  both  it  falfc  and  fabricated. 
I^ec  me  a(k  the  noble  Lord  whether  he  has  been  favoored  with  the  confef- 
fion  of  the  vporthy  gentlemen  who  bribed  th  t  Smirh  and  Newell,  to  make 
luch  a  declaration  ?    Has  the  gentleman,'  who  i»id  each  of  them  eTam  of 
400I.  favoured  chenobie  Lord  with  a  d^tailtf:!  account  of  that  traofa^ion  f 
.And  has  Mr.  Newell  fatlsfied  the  noble  L^rd  by  his  confeffioo,  that  (he 
papers  feiaed  at  Belfaft,  and  referred  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliamenty  are 
alio  falfe  and  fabricat  d  ?     Has  Mr.  NfwelJ*»  cfinteiiion,  which  the  nobU 
l«ord  has  read  fatisficd  him,  rhat  the  official  returns  of  canotm,  and  muf- 
qocts,  and  military  ftores,  of  foldiers  organized  for  a  nfvolutionary  anay  ^ 
thcjofficial  plan  of  a  revolutionary  commit  let ;  the  proje6ed  fcheme  of  maf- 
facre  and  confifcation,  all  reduced  to  writing,  and  feiaed  upon  three  dif- 
tin£k  committees  oftreafjn  fittingin  council,  are  fif^ion  and  fabrication? 
Has  Mr.  Neviile*s  confeHion  which  the  noble  Lord  has  read  fince  his  Jaft 
arrival  in  Ireland,  f  ttisfied  him  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thia 
tibufe,  ftating  that  it  appeared  diftinftly  to  them  that  the  ambaflador  had 
been  fent  from  hence  by  the  brotherhood  in  the  year  17951  ^^  ^''^^  ^^^^ 
the  executive  directory  of  the  French  Republic,  is  alio  mere  fi£lJon  and  «Jc» 
lufion  ?    And  will  the  noble  Lord  gravely  inlmuate,  that  the  Lords  an4 
Commoiis  of  Ireland  an  dupes  and  driveller^  ?  And  that  the  noble  Lord^ 
by  his  refidence  in  another  country,  or  by  his  occaHonal  vifitS'in  Ireland, 
where  he  is  furrounded  by  men  who  are  anaiaus  to  deceive  him^  Is  now 
*enab!ed  to  correA  their  errors  and  delufiona  ?    With  all  refpe^l  to  the  noble 
Lord  it  is  an  aflVimpiion,  on  his  part,  to  which  I  muft  take  leave  to  enter 
my  prouft }  and  I  doubt  not  I  mall  be  joined  by  a  very  great  majority  in- 
deed of  the  gentlemen  who  feel  a  permanent  interefl  in  the  fafety  of  thii 
'  country.    When  upoA  the  reports  made  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliamcntt 
^  they  voted^a  joint  and  nnaiiimout  addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  deftring 
that  he  won  Id  exert  the  whole  enerey  of  the  (lowera  civil  and  military  en- 
trufted  to  him  for  the  fuppreffion  of  exifting  rebellion ;  and  in  confequence 
of  thi£  adchrfs,  his  Excellency  did,  with  (lie  adviceand  concurrence  of 
his  Privy  Council,  iflue  a  proclamation  notifying  to  all  his  Majefty*8  fub* 
jeAs,  that  he  had  in  purfuance  of  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, ifTued  his  orders  to  all  ^ecutive  ofKcers  civil  and  military,  to 
maintain  the  public  peace,  and'to'Atnprefs  treafbn,  rebellion  and  infurrec- 
CitiDi  and  in  the  body  of  this  orocfamaMon,  his  Excellency  did  oflb-  full 

rirdon  and  indemnity  to  all  pcrions  who  fhould  within  a  reafonabk  time, 
think  fix  weeks,  rttuiD  to  their  allegiances  ^d  the  term  for  coming  In 
was  extended  by  a  fubfequent  proclamation,  I  think  to  fix  weeks  more. 
^The  noble  Lord  will  not,  I  am  confident, '  condemn  a  proclamation  here, 
thus  iflued  under  the  authority  of  both  Houfes  of  Partian)ent,  and  I  trull 
he  wilt  not  condemn  it  a  fecond  time  in  another  place.  And  when^  now 
hie  Lord  was  plcafed  on  this  night  to  impiut^  fome  of  theexcefles  of  which 
U  complaincct,.  to  the  orders  and  inftninions  given  to  the  Commander  in 
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C|vief  by  Lord  Camden,  I  oiuft  agaia  ilate  to  liiiii  my  <brprize  ^faat  >t 
ikoold  mak.c  Aich  a  vague  and  random  charge  againft  his  Excdl^c^. 
when  he  might  have  had  preciTe  and  accorate  inlbrnmkm  on  the  Cuhj^jSt^ 
by  moving  Tor  a  copy  of  the  infiry&ioos.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  copy  €if 
Lord  Canuien^s  inftrudlions  to  the  Commandei'  io  Chief,  and  of  Li3  gt- 

'  iicral  order  ilTued  in  purfuance  of  thenit/ which  I  will  alfo  read  to  the  xk>* 
We  Lord. -r-( Here  he  read  them,  for  which  fee  Appendis.} 

The  vigoiirous  meafures  adopted  by  Lord  Camden,  tn  whkh  he  vras  /» 
fully  fupported  by  both  HouH^  of  {'arliament,  had  in  a  gftat  cncaiurs 
ftopped  the  progrefs  uf  rebcliion,  when  it  was  again  fet  into  notion  hj  a 
BVo(t  prepoderous  procetding,  inftitutcd  by  feme  gentlemen  of  rank  ar^ 
fortune  In  the  county  of  Down.    Early  in  the  laft  fummer,  it  was  reporreti 
tliat  a  change  of  Briti(h  M  inifter«  was  in  agitation,  and  I  bare  beoi  wcil 
informed  that  a  letter  from  a  nobleman,  who  it  waa  fuppofed  would  take 
a  lead  in  the  new  Cabinet,  was  read  at  a  ta¥em  in  this  town  to  a  moxky 
^flenibly  of  United  Iriflimen  and  others,  exhorting  them  to  let  the  peopic 
of  Ireland  to  work  in  the  way  of  addnd&s  to  his  Majefty,  for  that  the 
critical  tiipe  had  arrived  whtn  the.  fupport  of  the  new  embrio  Cabinet  vras 
cfTuitlal.    And  at  this  critical  time,  when  the  whole  of  rhe  coonty  cf 
Down  was  proclaimed  by  law  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  infurfcflion,  and  when  it 
bad  rec^itly  been  a  general  fcene  of  midnight  robbery,  confagration  and 
murder,  an  advertifement  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  calling  on  the 
High  Sheriff  to  convene  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  without  diftin^oo, 
whether  infurgents  or  not,  to  meet,  in  order  to  frame  a  petition  Co  bit  Ma- 
jefty  for  the  difmiffal  of  his  Minivers ;  and  what  feema  scarcely  credible, 
^mongft  the  perfons  who  iigned  this  curioas  reqvifition  Co  the  SberilT* 
were  the  names  of  foroe  magiftrates  who  iirft  memoriaJcd  the  Lord  Lteote- 
«ant  and  Council  to  proclaim  the  county  imder  the  infurreftion  aft,  as 
was  the  name  of  a  ]^everend  prelate,  whom  I  fee  in  his  place  on  this  nighty 
for  the  firif  time  that  he  has  appeared  there  for  years.    The  High  Shcri^ 
much  to  his  credit,  refufed  to  comply  with  this  monftrous  requifitioa 
ni^de  to  him  to  colle&  the  infurgents  of  the  county  of  Down  by  colour  of 
his  authority ;  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  formed  this  projeft  forbrtnging 
together  a  bcxiy  of  ten  or  twenty  tt^oufaixl  of  them,  gave  it  up,  as  they 
profeiTed,  only  from  an  apprthenfion  that  fuch  a  tuintiltuoua  aflcmbly 
would  have  been  difperfed  by  the  magiftrates.  But  the  petttiun  ivas  framedi 
and,  if  I  have  been  well  inlormed,  that  Reverend  Prelate  not  only  fignfd  * 
it,  but  did  without  referve  folicit  (ignaturea  to  it ;  and  if  I  have  been  well 
informed,  a  clergyman  of  the  eftabliihed  church,  a  member  of  the  chapter 
of  the  cathedral  ot  Dov^n,  did  read  this  petition  from  the  pulpit  in  a  Dif* 
fentcr^s  Meeting  houfe,  and  pubHcly  iolicit  his  auditory  to  put  their  namea 
to  it.    I  mention  this  circumfbnce  in  the  hearing  of  that  Reverend  Prelate^ 
that  he  may  enquire  into  it  at  his  next  vifitation,  and  if  he  finds  that  fuch 
an  a£l  of  profane  indecorum  was  committed  by  a  member  of  his  chapter, 
he  may  intlifl  a  cenfure  upon  him  adequate  to  his  offence.    This  petitiai 
has  appeared  in  all  the  public  prints  \  it  fcts'out  by  a  com^aint  that  the 
war  and  the  mIfconduA  of  Minifters  have  deflroyed  the  manufadures  and 
the  trade  of  that  dlftri^.     It  is  a  difcovery  rei'crved  for  that  fagacioos 
Prelate,  and  his  more  lagacious  compeers,  that  a  war  which  ba  riivagcd 
the  German  Empire  mu&  lei&n  the  demand  for  Iriih  linens.   But  how  does  ' 
the  ta^l  bear  tliem  out  in  this  aflertion  ?    The  valiie  oflinens  exported  from     ' 
Ireland  in  the  four  years  prior  to  the  war,  irom  1788,  to  1791 »  inclufive» 
is  nine  millions  four  hunored  and  fifty  eight  tboufand  two  hundred  and  ten 

'  pounds,  and  the  value  for  the  four  Aibftquent  years,  liwia  1791*  to  1795,' 
'  ,  inclulive» 
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inch|five»  kelevenaiUtotw/utlniBdicd  and  6xtytwo.lUoiilaiKidnelnifr* 
dred  an«l  fifty-ftye  poundt )  fa  thfft  it  appears  dtain&ly>  that  in  the  foor 
fkr(\  years  of  the  war  thft  ikoai  miaah^nrt^  the  Ibple  of  Irelaikl»  aad  the 
only  manufa^ure  of  the  nonhemdiftrid;  has  ancrcafed  to  the  ainount  in 
▼alue  of  more  than  two  miUtou  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds*  over  and 
above  the  amouBt  of  it  in  the  four  correfponding  years,  prior  to  the  war^ 
and  In  the  year  1796*  which  I  have  not  taken  into  tins  calcotataon*  the 
▼alae  of  linen  exported,  was  three  naillions  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
fand, fix  hundrefj  and  .eightyxfeven  pounds,  a  ftim  infinitBly  greater  than 
the  export  had.  ever  before  aiaonnted  to  in  any  one  year,  fince  the  Jinai 
manuta^ure  was  ^rft  eftabii(hed  in  Ireland.    Sir  mtich  tor  the  treraci^  ci 
that  Reverend  Prtlate,  and  his  co-petitioners  in  this  firft  ^fl*ertion  carnal 
by  them  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne.     It  is  perfe^ly  tnie,  that  in  the  hift. 
year,  (1797)  the  export  of  linen  fell  above  ten  miilions  of  yards;  bat  i£ 
that  Right  Reverend  Prelate  and '  his  Campeers,  hvd  thought  Ht  to  Hat* 
truth  to  his  Majefty,  they  would  have  stated,  than  the  linen  weavers  of 
the  county  of  Down,  had  altogether  deferted  their  looms,  and  addifted 
chemfelves  to  politics^  they  would  have  i^ated  to  his  JMajefty  that  they  had 
exchanged  tlieir  ihuttles  for  pikes  and  mufquets  and  cannon  ^i  that  their 
nights  were  devested  to  every  fpecies  of  excels  and  outrage,  and  therefare^ 
that  a  total  Aop  was  put  to  fober  and  boneft  exertion  .anaongft  the  lower 
order  of  the  people:  and  if  the  Right.  Reverend  Prelate  and  hit  compeert^ 
had  told  truth  to  his  Majefty,  they  would  have  ftated,  that  their  petition, 
fraught  as  it  is  with  virulent  falfehood  and  mifreprefentatson,  had  bee* 
hawked  about  the  country  for  the  mikhievottt  porpofe  of  enflaming  Jt\m 
minds  of  the  people,  and  of  diverting  them  from  habits  of  fober  induftry; 
and  fubmifTioQ  to  the  laws,  and  that  this  wife  and  patriotic  effort  has  hadk 
its  full  ^§€t.    With  equal  veracity  it  is  ftated  to  hit  Majefty,  that  the 
conunerce  of  that  diA^i£k  has  been  annihilated  by  the  war  and  ^  the  nii£*. 
conduct  of  Minifters  ;  how  docs  the  fa£l  bear  them  out  in  this  aftettion  i 
3y  official  returns  from  the  conrniifliDners  of  the  cuftbtns  it  appears,  th^t 
tiie  cnftoms  of  tlie  port  of  Belfaft,  for  the  four  years  of  the  war  compared 
with  the  four  corrcfpoiidiiig  years  prior  to  it,  have  not  fallen,  on  an  aver- 
age, quite  feven  thoufand  pounds  a  year;  although  the.  importation  of  fb- 
feign  ipivits  has  almoft.  wholly  ccafed,  and  although  it  is  perfectly  noto- 
rious, that  £nce  the  year  1791,  the  to^n  of  Betfaft  has  been  a  cititlal  of 
tieaibn,  a.pircumitance  not  much  in  favour  of  its  credit  in  foreign  comi. 
tries  s  perhaps  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate  will  tell  mt  that  the  iTprefen.- 
tation  t.9  his  Majefty  went  not  to  any  partiailar  diftn6^,  but  to  the  king^ 
dbm  at  large  $  here  again  I  met  him  with  ofticial  documents,  from  which 
it  ap^ars  that  on  a  com))arttive  view  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  *expot*ts  and 
imports,  during  eight yeara,  ended  at  Lady-day,   \79t9  thtrc  is  an  ac-^ 
crning  ballance  in  her  favour.of  more  than  fix  millions  live  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  poinds  {.  a»d  theinoreafe  <of  her  tonnage  has  been-  feventfe* 
thoufand  eight  hundred  f<^venty.-twa  tons  in  the  fame  period.   This  is  the 
country,  whofe  trade  and  maoofallunBt  tlie  Right  Rev.  Prelate  repreients 
to  his  (bvereigo,  as  annihilated, by  the  war  and  by  the  mifcondu^  of  Mi- 
liftert  s  this  is  tlie  country  which  he  reprefents  to  hit  Sovereign  as  fiokingt 
under  the,«ei|^t  of  mifgqverBoient ;  this  is  the.coontry  which  his  Sove* 
reign  is  tqrc(c\|e  from  impenciiiie  rant  only,  by  a  radical  parliamentary  re- 
Snvi.  .But  Afha(,^ill .that  Right  Rev.  Prelate  (ay  for  himfelf  in  having 
jpined  Ji^  a  repreieataUon  foJti\t  Majefty*  that  the  f/iofl  coM/Htutiomal  atU> 
h^  niififu  ej  fukmg  rtiff^H^^st  been  oppofed  by  the  moft  anconftiM. 
Uopaltfid  i&gal  cotfcionii*   What  wiU.ihtt  Right  Rev.  Prelate,  a  B»« 
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Aop  of 'die  ca>blMnd  ehmdi,  iCiy  for  liiiiilalf>  in  tolD^  tbot  jolUfieo  fa 

kis  flock  an  orgasiied  fyftcm  of  murder  aiid  robber/t  and  midoighr  cae- 
flagratioiiy  «a  the  noft  conflautiQ«al  and  loyal  means  of  feck  kg  ndtcfi, 
and  in  s^roacbing  bis  Sovereign  witb  thii  premedltatid  and  ui»b)olhiii$ 
inpofition^  And  ia  there  falration  for  a  cmiatry,  in  which  geotkiDeB  <3' 
rank  and  fbrtimei  beaded  by  a  Chriftiao  Bilbip,  can  be  miCed  into  Ibcb 
u€t%  of  criminal  folly  and  levity^  not  to  beftow  upon  tbcm  a  bsibsr  «p^- 
thet.  About  the  fame  period  a  fimiiar  a6t  of  w^fdom  was  comoMttad  13 
Ibe  county  of  Kiidaiey  and  a  iiniilar  petition  was  baifkked  about  rhat  coun- 
ty for  fignaturesy  to  which  it  isfaid  tbe  name  of  a  raenJictnt  cripple  h  af- 
WKd,  wboie  ftatiof^  for  more  than  twenty  years  ha&  been  en  tbe  hl^h  wny 
at  half  n  mile^s  diftance  from  Naai,  and  who  muft  be  familiar  to  €vetj 

Entleman  that  haa  travelled  on  ihe  foutbein  n»l ,  and  I  have  b«en  in^ 
rmed  by  unqueftioned  audsority,  that  a  ^r  of  the  realm  did  fpend  99 
entire  day  in  tbe  little  town  of  LeixHp  ibliciting  fignaturea  to  this  peticios, 
and  that  kit  canvafs  was  retarded  more  than  an  hou/  by  a  blackfaittb,  who 
fe(ifled  the  importunities  bvadifiDd  upon  hhn  to  tbrfake  his  haanner  and  kia 
nnviU'  and  to  addiA  kimielf  to  the  ^litics  of  his  acble  preceptor.  Wb«c 
was  tbe  coni(<{iicnce  of  this  aft  of  criminal  folly  in  tbe  coiiniy  of  Kilclare  ^ 
Frnm  n  ftate  of  perfed  tranquillity  and  good  order,  it  became  almoll  im- 
mndiateiy  a.fcence  of  general  tumult  andoutcagCy  inibmuch  that  tbe  refi> 
dent  gentlemen  were  compelled  to  leek  for  fafety  and  crotcftion  by  ni:kn« 
taining  tegular  military  gairiibns  in  their  houses,  arid  tonifyiag  ercry  part 
of  tbemi  which  waa  opeu  to  affiiult^  and  fiich  was  the  bafc  and  bhatai  fpi- 
ikof^theiidttrgcntSy  timt  thair  bcft  benefaftori  were  maikcd  lor  deflruc* 
tton-  Mc  ConoUy»  wbo  bad  fpent  the  whole  of  bia  life  and  a  princtly 
fcitiinramongft  tbioiny  wbo  was  more  than  leconded  in  aAs  of  nnbovnded 
'  akarcty  and  benevolence  by  that  excellent  woman  t  wbo,  if  perfeAioo  be 
the  lot  of  buman  nature^  iaa  model  of  it ;  wbo  has  bnnploycd  thfc  wbi^le  of 
her  life  in*  adminiftering  comfoit  to  the  poor  in  a  diftriA  of  miles  aroand 
her^  aa  if  they  were  members  of  her  farailyy  who  has  fed  tht  hungry  and 
doathed  the  naked,  and  healed  the  Ml,  and  brought  up  ibeir  cbiMen  in 
the  waya  of  sdigion  and  virtue,  and  honeft  induliiy  i  Mr.  ConotJy  msd 
litis  moft  excellent  lady  were  marked  as  theobjeds  of  plunder  and  dtfti^c- 
tion,  by  the  wrctche*  who  had  cxii^ed  for  a  ccnrfe  of  mor«  than  tktfj- 
years  by  their  bounty.  And  this  gentleman  and  his  lady, .  who  have  tbna 
devoted,  their  lives,  and  a  great^ind  princely  foriufie,  eoafts  ofnnbonnded 
benevolencein  a  cifcnit  of  miles  around4b«m«  are  at  this  OKMntnt  indebtad 
for  pergonal  (a£ety  in  their  man(M)n-lH>ofe,  to  Che  protc^ion  of  a  militarf 
guard,  and  dare  not  make  ufe  of  the  lower  apartments  in  it,  under  tbe  af- 
prebcnfioo  of «  midaigbt  falute  of  mufquetry.  And  the  noble  Locd  may 
reft  afiured,  if keftould mtum  to  bis-country  refidence in  Ireland,  be oAay 
'  meet  the  fate  from  tbe  ^oyaliils  of  Ballynahineh  which  was  intended  m 
Mr.  ConoUy  by  gentlemen  ol'the  fame  ftamp  at  CslbrH%e. 

Notwithftanding  (he  jpatriotic  efforts  of  (ome. worthy  iTnd  ntvercnd  ^- 
demen-in  the  county  of  Down  to  perfuade  t.he  people  tbat  tbeir  eomaierce 
and  manuiaAures  wereannihilaced,  and  that  the  aas  of  Outrage  and  rebd. 
lion  to  which  they  wem  ieduoed,  are' the  moK  lo^al  and  cor.ftiturionalmraa» 
of  redrefs,  order  end  traaaoillity  were.rdbxed  m  tbe  coerfe  6Ci*tt  fyetaatr 
in  a^codfiderable  part  of  thatdiftriQf  ji  tery  great  number  of  deAruAive 
weapona  bad  been  feized  and  feoired  in  tbeiring*s  Aorte.  In  tbe  cuiufty 
nf  l>pwn  and  tbe  adjaoantdiftrid,  more  than  fonr  tlKHHimd  pikes,  (evenl 
thciufande  Qf  £re»anna,  two  final!  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  bowitafr.  And 
in  another  di&ia,  aaabk  Loid  m^iitt  near  me  watoaibledtvrcivHwnhe 

bnndittf 


HcnW&ed  f^ku  nS  twp  piecn  of  oannon-fix  poaodrn;    Tbt  people  woi^ 

reranmig  hit  to  the  habits  of  indutttyi  and  coDficknce  was  ib  ftr  reiloredf 

that  juftice  had  in  Come  of  fhe  dlHuibed  countlts  refuised  itt  coinrfe»  info* 

«nacn  that  fef era!  pcffons  ^vere  capitally  «mivi£led  of  treaibn  axul  muxxicr^ 

4»t1iersof  admifitlUnni  nnlawful  and  tre^&Bableoaths^— ^amognil  the  lattci> 

m  man  of  better  ran):  inlacrety,  of  the  name  ot  Wiliiam'Orr.    Irftimlv  f 

new  rerolahonarytnfrtiM:  w:ts  let  at  work,  and  the  admiaiftration  of  juftic^ 

Was  fyftemattcaUy  HbeUedin  all  Us  departments ;  m  newfpaperhat  beenfef 

«p  m  fhemetropol(«»  if  report  it  to  be  ccedited,  at  the  fuit  of  a  young  gen* 

^eman  whomay  one  day  have  a  (eat  in  this  Hou(e»  fyftematicallv  to  de« 

grade  t))e  admim&ratton  of  juflice ;  and  this  Mr.  William  Orr  has  bee^ 

publickly  held  out  as  a  martyr,  awl  •  w\6k\m  facrtiiced  by  the  ^zecutivif 

Ooremment  in  Violation  ot  criminal  jnftice ;  and  a  g«nt!enian,  whom  I  be- 

iiere  tbe^ple  of  Eneland  have  the  hap{)inffs  to  behold  as  one  of  theirnr 

prefentatives,  Ijas  ^vith  equal  decency  and  wifdom,  at  a  late  drank'eo  tat 

vera  nieeting  in  another  cotiatry»  given  by  way  of  ientimental  to9(V|  «  th^ 

txTemory  of  Wilfiam  Orr  who  was  hxitlf  murdct  e^  in  Ireland  /^  and  bl^ 

sieighbour,  not  to  be  outdone  in  wifdom  and  discretion  by  thitwonby  i«n^ 

tor,  announced  to  the  chairman  his  ientiment,  **  that  the  Xriih  Cabinet  may^ 

toon  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Orr/*     1  have  informed  myfelf  accurately  qf 

the  ciicumitar«ce8,  which  I  wUl  ftate,  and  as  I  ftaic  them  in  the  hearing  of 

the  noble  and  Iramod  Lord  who  fat  upon  his  trial,  if  I  (hould  commit  any 

the  mod  thfltiig  miftake,  J  have  no  doubt  he  will  fet  me  right :  be  was  ia- 

dialed  for  adminifttring  an  unlawful  .oath  to  two  Ibldiers  of  the  names  n£ 

-Wheatly  and  Liniiray,  and  oath  certainly  intended  to  i'educe  them  from 

tbetr  duty ;  what  4ed  ro  the  difcovery  of  their  fedu^lion  was,  the  feixure  of 

ibme  official  papeis  ai  jLondonderfy,  upon  a  somoiittee  of  United Xriihmciu 

in  which  theitf  tiNro  foldiers  were  returned  by  name  by  -one  of  their  caci»> 

fpondlng  cumipiMees,  as  kfing  upt  which  Is  a  (SiQt  phrale  of  thebfotber'- 

Ikood  todeferibc  its  members  t  tlfefe  men  were  immediately  ieiaedby  their 

«IBcers,  and  examined  frparately,  and  on  their  evaf^iioatiooy  they  both  agreed 

in  the  detail  ofiheir  evidence,  ami  having  Iworn  informacioo  beiore  a  ma- 

giffrateagaind  Mr.  Orr,  for  adminiReringan  o«th  of  fcduf^ion  to  them*  be 

was  arrejted,  and  brought  to  trial.     On  his  trial  both  the  foldiers  went ' 

estamined,  and  proved  diilinfVly,  thai  Orr  bad  admtnijfterrd  the  oath  tp 

^hem  in  the  prefence  of  fevei-a)  perfons^  whom  they  named  ;  and  after  j| 

long  and  puvzling  crofs  examination^  at  I  am  infomied»  nothing  appcareid 

whicb  could  invahdare  their ttftimony.    An  attempt  was  made  by  the  ^iv 

foner,  in  ftis  deft-nce^to  impeach  theteftimony  of  one  of  them,  I  think,  qf 

Wbeatley,  in  whiph  he  failed  lb  completriy^  that  the  learned  J^onl  wbopr«- 

fided  at  the  trial  could  not  jcven  take^lowu  his  evidence  on  his  note  book  | 
)ut  no  attempt  whatever  was  made  at  or  after  the  triai,  to  impeach  the 
credit  or  invalklaretheteAimonyof  Lindfayi  and  although  both  the  fol- 
diers named  feyersl  p^rfons  who  had  been  mfcnt  w))en  they  wer^  fwora  by 
^he  priloner,  not  one  of  them  was  pixKldced  on  hU  part  or  examined  in  po^» 
tradition  of  the  fojdiers,  Oi^  this  evidence  the  jwy  found  him  guHty, 
anditecommcoded  him  to  meicy ;  tlie  pext  day  a  motioi^  ^as  n^ade  in  ar* 
reft  6f  judgment,  and  to  the  fcasdal  ^nd  difgpce  of  the  profefii^  to  which 
1  belong,  in  a  partial  and  garbled  report  of  the  trial  of  this  unhappy  mam, 
li^hich  Tvery  lawyer  who  rcfldi  it  moft  fep  is  the  produ^i^n  ot  a  £a<xiHer» ' 
'the  public  are  given  to  underftand  that  there  was  but  one  count  in  the  in- 
d lament  to  which  the  objcAion  was  made  in  arreft  of  judgibent  {  and  the 
pnblic  aie  alfo  given  to  undeH^nd  that  tlus  unhapfiy  man  was. tried 
.  afad  convided  imdir  an  cxpUed  ftatute,  ahhcugh  k  if  ci^  as  any  point 
'^  •  Appbn.  Vol.  If.  17981'  o  could 
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could  be,  that  the  original  (hitute  would  not  baveexpiiesJ  till  the  eaJ  of  thj«. 
ScfHoti  of  Parliament  5  and  an  aft  had  pafTed  laft  year  for  explaining  aad. 
iiinending  it,  i^bich  is  altogether  Aipprefled,  and  although  there  wert  tlifiet 
(counts  in  the  indiftmcnt,  to  all  pf  which  the  evidence  on  ^h^  trial  tqpaUf 
appUed,  and  two  cf  then*  were  unobjefted  to  by  tUfi  prifoner's  conoiei,  jet . 
is  this  circum#ance  alfo  fupprefled  j  and  in  tljc  fame  girbjed  and  mutiU^j 
Wport,  an  affidavit  of  two  of  the  Jurokrs  is  printed,  that  whiikcj  vras  inrxio- 
duced  into  the  Jory- room,  and  that  they  were  drunk  whep  they  gave  thtir 
Verdi^V,  and  to  the  fcandal  and  difgrace  of  an  honpurnble  profcOtgn,  ta  xim 
fame  report,  one  of  the  prifoner^s  counfel  i«  reprefen^ed  as  nartng^ftated  this 
affidavit  iti  open  Court,  on  the  flimiy  pretence  of  moving  Oyer  zjod  Tcnni. 
jier  for  an  attachment  againft'thefe  Jurymen  upon  the  voluntary  a^JaWc, 
>»hicb  tb^  had  been  prevaijipd  upon  to  make,  acccufmg  themfelvrs  of  havifi^ 
riven  their  vcrdi6t  in  a  ftate  of  ii|toxtcation  ;  and  in  the  fame  report  a  vo» 
latJttiry  affidavit  of  a  djffefiting  clergyman,  taken  moft  improperly  by  afn»> 
Jiftrate  after"  Orr's  con viftion,  is   alfo  printed,  in  which   be  fta*es  l^bme 
time  fincc  he  attended  Whcatl^y  at  the  village  of  Raftwricin  on  ^  fick  bed, 
when  be  cotlfeffed  that  he  had  committed  a  number  of  crimes,  ^pd  axnong% 
etbenthe  crime  of  perjury ;  and  in  the  fame  affidavit  be  defcribes  Wheat* 
ley  pretty  p!ainly  as  being  in  a  fiate  of  mental  derangement  when  be  niad^ 
this  confeffion.     On  the  rertiin  of  the  Icarneirl  Loi-d  to  town,  be  laid  the  te- 
cotrnnendationof  the  Jnry  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  being  aiked^j 
his*ExceHenty  vphether  he  had  a  doubt  on  h^s  cfym  mind  of  the  guilt  pf  Mr. 
Orr,-and  whether  be  would  join  in  recommending  him  to  mercy  I  Thf 
leartifd  Ldrd  declared  he  had  d6 doubt  on  his  own  qaind  of  the  g;utlt  of  thi« 
unhappy  m^,.an'd  that  he  cculdjibt  recommend  him  to  mercy  cooQitntif 
^ith'hit  duty.     His  Excellency,  notwithftanding  th'5  declaratiop  of  th^ 
leamied  Lord,  rcfpitcd  Mr.  Orr,  to  give  time  for  enquiry  whether  any  Jofti« 
£able  ground  could  beiaid  for  extend  in  g.imercy  to  him,  and  findioe  that    - 
nothing  could  be  fubftanttated  to  (hake  the  ju^ice  of  bi$  conriHiod,  thiea^. 
happy  man- was  left  for  execution.     The  alHdavits  which  I  have  ftated  oe, 
^erwcre  laid  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ^  but  if  they  hact  is  there  a  maa 
vitb  a  trace  of  the  principles  dfjuftlceln  bTs  mind,  vvho  will  fay  that  fuck 
affidavits  ought  to  be  attended  to?  Is  it  to  be  luppoftd  that  a  judge  woul^ 
receive  a  verdlft' from  i  Jury  ih  a  ttate  of  intoxication?  Or  was k  ever 
heard  that  a  Juryiban  was  received  by  Voluntary  affidavit,  to  iinpcach  a 
Verdifl  in  which  he  hacfeonciiri'ed  ?  VVill  any  man  with  a  trace  of  cria^ln^ 
juftice'in  his  mind  fay,  that  a  voluntary  affidavit  of  a  perion  not  produotd, 
tmexamincd  at  the  trial,  ought  to  be  received  after  convi^ion,  to  impeach 
the  credit  of  a  whnefs  who  was  examrned  and  cf ofs-examiucd,  a;id  whote 
credit  ftttod  unTmpeacbed  by  legal  evidence?  If  luch  an  affidavit  were  to 
laythcneecflary  folindition  of  a  pardon  after  con  vi<51  ion,  Twil]  venture  to 
fay  therfe  is  no  ip  an  who  may  bccotivi^ccrtlefeafter  of  any  crime,  kawat^     - 
atroeiousy'tlrat'willtiot  be  '^ble  to  obrdin'a  fimilar  affidavit.  .  %  wi(^  tasfgi^ 
giftrates  to  knt>w,  that  in  taking  fuch  affidavits,  they  are  guilty  b€)i  mCi 
-^reaeh  of  duty  5  th^  have  no  jurifdi^Iiah  or  Authority  to  adminiftcrrojua. 
♦arjr  oaths  or  to  fake  ^luniary  affidavits,    The  perfon  v^jho  takes  fach  aa 
oatn,  ormafces-fuch  an  affidavit,  cannot  he  convi£led  of  perjury^  if  he  fwea^ 
fklfely  j*  and,  I  am  forry  'to  fay,  that  it  rs  no  uncommon  "pra^fiec  in  magt« 
ftrateifofign  inilruments  which  are^called  affidavit^,' without  obliging  tile 
t)erfdn«*whofjgn  therti  to  make  oath  as  to  the  trath  of  their  co.'.tcnts.     Jf  a 
iSouU  could  be  entertained  of  the  evidence  given  bo  his  ti  iai  of  the  guilt  of 
Mr/Orr,  hi<  dying  declaration  feems  to  me  to  be  a  plain  confcffioT>.c^'  4t| 
be  umad^to  declare  geperally  that  th^fokliers  wboncquied  h^m  w^re  (ar^ 

ivfom 
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i^rn;'1)i)t  to  thift  general  declaration  hcl^sid  this  plain  fubterfugei-^-that 
It  ft  had  admihiftered  an  oath  to  them,  not  tpgiye  evidcnccagalnft  any  bro* 
thcr  of  the  (inion.     He  feems  diftinftly  to  aVow  the  offence  of  which  he  waa 
«oiivi£lcdy  and  to  deny  thejuAice  and  authority  of  theibitute  which  makea 
it  V  ttipital  crime.    Tile  fa£l  is,  that  thU  unhappy  man  was  a  principal  and  ^ 
confidential  ni<;rfibcr  of  the  brotherhood,  and  his  execution  was  confidered- 
m  fatal  blow  to  the  caufe  of  treafbn;  and  therefoiie  .i(  is  that  all  this  outcry 
^as  been  ratfed,  in  the  hope  9fdoing^  away  the  eife^s  of  fuch  an  example, 
and  of  terrifying  judges  from  difchargin^  their  duty,  and  tht  Executive  ' 
Government  fVom  prefuming  to  with-bold4>ai'dou  from  any  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  brotherhcod  who  may  hereafter  be  coiivjjSled,   ,.Thc  wretched. 
beings  of  the  ihKerior  orders  whom  they  feduce^are  configoed  to  their  fate 
Without  remorfe  or  mnrmuh 

Soon  after  the  execution  of  Mr.  Orr,  a  moft  attrocious  libel,  was  pub- 
bliihed  on  the  Judge  who  condemned  him,  and  on  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
I^ieutcnant,  for  fufferingjuftire  to  take  its  courfe;  ^md  a  wretched  printec^ 
of  the  name  of  Fineny,  who  had  been  put  forward  to  (wear  hirofelf  the  fola  . 
proprietor  of  the  newlpapcr  in  which  it  was  publKbed,  waa  tried  and  con^ .  ■ 
vi6led,  ahd  (entenced  to  the  pillory  and  iinmironnient  on  an  lodi^ment  ioi* 
the  publication :  and  in  order  to  do  away  the  eife6ls  of  this  example,  a  new 
expedient  was  devifcd  :  a  libel  inGnitely  more  flagrant  and  mifcbievous  w«sl 
immediately  circulated  in  pamphlets,  and  newfpapeny  as  the  fpeech  of  oqs 
of  his  Majefty^s  Council,  delivered  by  way  of  defence  for  tbe  printer  on^hia 
trial :  I  will  not  believe  that  honourable  profcdion  has  been  fcandalizedand 
deghuled,  by  the  delivery  of  fuch  a  faiTago  of  laifehood  and  feditton  in  .a 
court  of  jufiice  t  I  will  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  who  weais  the  gowa 
oftbat  honourable  profcdion,  could  be  found  to  iniiiiuare  broadly  to  the 
jury,  who  Were  to  giveaverili^  en  the  trial  of  his  client,  that  they  were 
packed  and  garbled,  becaufe  the  (heriflTby  whom  they  were  impanneUed  de^^  • 
rived  his  anihority  from  the  crovm :  I  will  not  believe  that  any  geutJemaa 
bf  that  iionourable  profeiTion  would  venture  to  ftatc  difttn^ly,  that  his.  cli- 
ent could  expeft  from  the  judge  to  whom  he  addrefled  himfcif,  at  boil,,  but 
a  cold  and  inanimate  ftatement  offals,  and  the  law  arifmgfrom  them,  thua 
in  plain  teims  inlinuating,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  tlie  brotherhood,  that  the 
Iburees  of  criminal  juftice  are  poifonous  and  corrupted*  So,  in  their  raga 
for  degrading  t^eadminiftration  of  judice,  they  would  blaft  the  charade 
of  their  reftain^  advocate,  by  falfely  and  foully  reprefenting  him  as  lacri-  . 
£cing  his  mi ferable client  to  the  caufe  of  fedition  and  treafon,  and  by  im« 
puting  a  Ubetto  him  for  which  the  author  ought  to  have  accompanied  Mr, 
Finerty  to  tlie  pillory* 

Itruft  ihetioble  Lord  has  heard  enough  on  this  night  to  open  his  eyaa 
with  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  But  if  any  thing  is 
wantir^  tollalh  eonvi£lion  on  his  mind,  of  the  diAoyalcy  and  treafon  of  the 
Irifliunion^  let  him  look  to  what  is  now  pafling  in  the  ibwtbern  and.  niui[« 
land  difthfls  j  during  all  the  difturbances  which  prevailed  in  other  pana 
of  the  kingdom,  yve  were  in  a  ftate  of  profound  tranquility  and  contentmeac 
there;  theiarmers  had^  already  tided  the  fweets  of  fobcr  induOry^  agii- 
culture  \ias  encreafing  moft  rapidly,  and  the  country  wore  the  face  of 
wealth,  aiid  comfort  and  happinefs^.nav»  more,  the  condition  of  the  loweft 
order  of  ihe  peafantry  was  meliorated  in  a  degree  that  1  never  fiattered  my* 
felf  Iftor.ild  have  lived  to'witncfsj  we  never  heard  thtre  of  paiiiiimemary 
xeform  ir  Carbolic  emancipation  ^  and  if  the  noble- Lord  was  to  talk  of  et<n 
thirto  A  farmer  or  a  peaiant  of  the  fotithem  or.weftero  province  he«  woul4 
compn^w-nd  hioi  as  little  at  he  would  underlUnd  the  qnocation  of  Tully 

o  a  which 


Yvtiicli  hU  LorcKkip  hm  juft  no«r  made;  whfcn  ^t!oerhf  ^tffdmd.pm^tg 
coaft  in  file  laft  vt^,  a  generil  ffmimenr  of  lojfaLity  pi^hNHledsaa  -att  apb 
alid  degrees  of  tnt  peopie»  who  vied  withcfi^h  other,  m  conmbntip^  tu  4b- 
feifdltHeircoit^lfryftfauift  tfa«imrader84  on  theireport  t^  Oemcnl  Ifcriw, 
at  his  rititrn  to  Frsinee,  of  this  tueapefted  loyalty  oftKe  ^tapir^f  Iniaadt 
t^earabafCtdbr^of the  IrHh  unton  refident  at  farh,  wew^^pBonahwrt  vitb 
KariiirimpoiiM  upon  the  direflorfy  and  in  confe^otocd  <i  i^  ivpaKbv 
inftructioniw^traiffmlttedt^the  Irifli  dire^ory- to  or^iae  tb(  &ntkm 
Ireland,  al  they  had  orginized  the  north  ;  and  zcc&rAh^f  >iiaiifcriaa  ksve 
been  einploytd  to  fedTsce  Ae  people  of  that  diftrift  wkli  in  much  fncedk. 


that  there  has  been  t  Aidden  and  immedtate  ttanlicion  nvalonft  cra^nart 


<$f the  province 6ff.Mtind%iv and ^o. in  many  coontiea  iir 
peace  and  good  order  and  contentment  to  ^nenrt-  ttnnvlt  aoA  ^maage^  and 
every  l]>edes  of  cif««ky  and  hHirh^rifn) .  will  the  noble  LooA  &f  ,  tbaa  ^ 
j^efentdifttirb^d  Rstieof  thelb^tbem  4iftri£t  i>  to  heimptiftd  fb  tfae^Jen 
of  co^ei^,  av'li^  eallait*  a^M  Ppon  by  the  goverrnneifr^f  letlwid,  and 
^neoiira|ed  by  iht  Mtifb  Cabjppt  I  Coercion,  as  be  calls  ic>  waamcrpot 
into  pracHee  thei«,  tiii  tmhappily  the  recent  Tedudion  vf  the  giddf  aad  6^ 
luded  people«f  ttiat  diftrifk  compelled  the  raagiftratefl  and  rcfidcat  aande- 
itM  to  fly  fbt*  refo^  to  the  BxtcutiTe  Governn^t,  andto  ati  far  A^c- 
cntiott  of  th^la^rrfftieii  m6t  m  their  own  defence.  Bot  i  malca  op  doobt 
fhatWeftfl^fokMlbetold•bt(om€of  the  noble  LonTa  poikical  fiaea^  io 
Great  IMtaiM,  that  the  mHeribk  inhabitaats  of  thelbvckof  Mapd  faipa 
^n  goaded  to  inlbrre6^kxi.by  .the  fyileno  of  coertidn,  and  thattil^fa^ve  on- 
^  fbuglit  for  partiamentftry  reJR>rm  and  Catholie  emantipatifln  by  ab^  naU 
loyal  and  conlHttltional  JMeane$  and  certainly  this  ftory  may  beaaiivf  As 
(Mople  of  the  ro«lb;  witb  the  fame  degree  of  truth  with  which  it  faaa  Iseoi 
toropagaM  of  the  injured  rnhabitaiita  of  the  nbrth.-  £;et  mt  now  eiake  a 
teriotis  iHd  (blemn  appeal  tothe  noble  JUfd  |  let  me  callnpoo  ium  to  ftair 
diltfhflty  and  iineouiVDcalty.whetlier  he  betievee  there-ia  at  thb  honr  mm  or^ 
eanized  and  extended  fyftem  of  treafon  rooted  in  the  ismgdoni  «f  Iiclaad  f 
li  he  aniWeraHiat  hedoea  not  befieve  it,  let  me  alk  him  what  Jse  ooii&kra 
fo  be  fyitiptomaor  prdofa  of  tvealbn  ?  Does  he  coniider  ttgcpntoOk,  of  icry* 
f  Wjg  sr  Y^TofntSoHary  ahny  a  propf  of  treafon ;  dolts  be  coofi^fbe  fgio&» 
bt  tb<  Ktn^s  ^troops  aproof  of  neafon ;  d&e$  h^'ednMer  «vfiaii%iracy  to 
fei*  itte  Kmg^i  fbrta  and  arienals  a  proof  of  treaibfff  ^fia^  » ^mfyikxf 
was  dete^ed  wtthm  tbe  lait  jnonih  at  Athlnne.  Dcii^tttmUki  tbr  ibr. 
Matiort  of  fi%r«t  depota  of  arma  and  annhunition  a  ^&bN£  ^wmSaa  $  doea 
he  oonlltlel^  twe MnoBannen t  of  cannon,  a  proof  or  treanMrf^  vk^  aw^eonfiBcr 
Che  diftribnthm  of  pifcaa  amongft  the  lower  order  <tf  tbe  f4t  }fktMrfna(  tS 
freafon;  dbes  he  coafidft  the  myftidc  r^ohitidhi^  gOTcn4p»M  of  the 
Irifh  Union  ^  m^of  .oftreaian ;  does  he  confid^f  a  fegukr  cotre^andciica 
tarrhxi  on  by  the  Executive  Dirtf^ory  of  the  UrtaMi  wdib.tiie  Mmft  toe- 
niiea  to  be  a  proof  of  tnsafon  ?  The  fz^  is  fo  notdrioii^  itet  i  aaidl  fiip- 
bo(e  the  nobtc  Lord  has  beard  that  there  now  it,^nd'hait4»ee»  iqr  a  con- 
liderabfe  thMf»  an  accredited  minifter  plenipotentiary ^f the Jbeifi  DirtSory 
refident  at  PtfSa  ;  a  man  who  received  the  rtftKmentr^dirJBa-^^  prion  in  a 
leminarr  df  Jefuita>  and  completed  It  in  the  office^ an  tdt^om Xf  *^  ^^* 
I'henob)^  Xord,  haalfKrafume  alfo  heard  that  tbafriAi  Diici^<^  had 
three  acefedHed  mintfters  reifideAt  at  Liile  during  tfce  •  fattc  aiyii  ation  tur 
fMurce>  tt>  cottnterad  the  King*a  miaiftcr  Lord  Mabntfibwy*  i  make  no 
aoobt  the  noble  Lord  would  recognize  tbeie  gernferucPi.  if  ha.  wtr  )  to  bear 
their  namea.  as  they  are  alt  natives  of  Belfaft.  And- kt  vie  a.iLti  te  nobk 
iSordj  whether  be  has  come  exprcfs  to  this  kingdom^  (erloufly  to  jecom.- 

BBcnd 
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I  M  uifbKpp0lb«onclli«Holk«»  tcbd]iqii«  tiroppo&  dmooii  flod  fikt% 

With  conedB^ft w  Ibtfincnt  and  nmiJnce  and  fine  feeling*    If  the  nMe 

lUord  had  beet  fo  9f  p^fi^i  in  America,'  theie  can  be  ao  doubt  wfttt  would 

Have  beta  tlie  evert  of  bU  campalos.    Bot  if  tbe  aoWe  Lord  baa  h  mudi 

iconfideiicriBieoDclUatioDt  becertaMybat  Ikoc  eonnenced  bis  o|ieirationa 

^firith  JYidgttKttt*  bo  ibould  bav<  fet  our  by  makiiig  bis  pcopoficion  t4  tbe 

l>i  reAovy  of  the  Union  ^  and  firft  let  tne  a&  bim  wbeiber  be  knows  cf 

^vKom  tbc'Birefiory  is  compofed  f  if  he  does*  he  will  do  a  very  /ignal  fe'r* 

ireecto  the  nation  by  d\k\^ing;  their  names.    1  ftifpeft  very  itrongly  thnt 

the  nobte  i/erd  baa  wen  and  communicated  with  loiii^.of  tbem  iince  bis  ar- 

tival  in  Irehuid  \  not  oiBciaIVy  ai  membci's  of  the  Din^t^iy,  (or  I  adi 

pretty  coAlid^at  tbey  woukl  fee)  tbe  fame  nloA^ace  in.  connpunicatio^ 

officially  with  tbe  noble  Lord,  that  th^  wonld  Jfeol  in  coniinunicatin^ 

vpttih  me  f  but  us  nanbers  of  the  bead  eommittee  of  grievances  appbintoA 

to  colieft  matcriak  for  this  long  expe  6Ved  dekatea    I  -am  apt  t^  CafptEi  thit 

fome  of  tl)e  E^neAory  nuiy  have  tendered  their  itpi'w;^^  oo  the  nobW  Loi^ 

if  they  will ii^octate  with  him,  he  will  imd  ihe-event  to  be  that  we  ttiafl 

be  delirid»  by  wray  of  prelimliiar]^9  tO-la^dowii«air  smfs^  tareilore'ta  the 

union  all  the  arouand  ammunition  which  ^mbuft  baleen  irom  theil^,  aa 

repeid  the  teft  laws  and  the  a6t  of  fvprtrirtiey,  aid  •  to^hre  tbem  a  ilemocra* 

lie  tioufe  of  OBoamons  upon  the  bafis  of  central  iuffiS^  and  yhcn\thefe 

preliminaries  art  conceded,  in  the  true  fptrit  of  their  brethoeijf  pf,F{^aoe» 

TbqF  wflt  tell  us  what  further  concefliens  ffaey  may  havf  to^eoKind. 

1  fear  I  have  «xhauilcd  your  Loidfhips'^natSttice,  and  ^have  yefy:qctr\f 
exl^auHed  my  ftrengtb.  But  befbie  I  Ht  down  i  mnft  yerjf  JhartTy'^dvert 
to  the  fyftomtif  coDciliatioo  which  the  riobje  LonI  has  jroc^mmenHcdy  and 
tiff^  to  ihrfydean  of  emancifacion ;  a  phrafe  I  mni  fay  o£eqiiai'wickfdne(a 
and  folly  when  applied  to  anv  clafs  ot  hia  M[29efty>  fubja^s  in  thii.kin^'^ 
fbn*  i>ces  the  iioble  JfOrd  know  that  the  whole  code  of  the  POpei'y  iawa 
cntftfld  iince  the  icvalutloii  has  beet)  repealed  f  and -thac there  n  not  at  tliia 
hoitr  a  'fiagle  diiabtiity  ^ATdE^ing  a  Papift  Or  Roman  Catholic  fave  one,  that 
If  a  Kftr>^too*inthe  ufe  of  fire-arttsto  menpofteiTad  of  a  fmehoid  oif  the 
yearly  vahie  of  ten  pounds  or  if  a  perfbnal  etiatel  think  of  thre^  bund2«4 
«otindt  in  Tzdne^  a  rcRri^ion  which  I  (incerely  wiili  wasexieaded  to  all  hit 
Msjffty'a  (vhj/s&s  in  this  kingdom  without  diftm^MO^  and  thefeEore  whea 
the  Iioble  Lonl  ulkt  of  emancipating  the  Pnptfts  of  lioland,  or  of  reftoring 
thfem  to  the  bci»e<itsof  the  conftitution,  he  dc«s  not  ipeak  nith  aU  ihe  »ccu« 
racy  nhkhiaight  be  ez|xrAed  of  hmi  t  I  know  of  no  word  morr  tr«<)^em)y 
inufetbanthecenUicuuon,  nor  of  any  which  ia*fa  often  ahfent.  J  will 
Aate  mi  the.  noble  Lord  what  my  not  tons  ate -of  the  Kritlfh  coniiitmmni 
and  if  lam  mifiaken  he  will  .ftt  me  right.  A  goveitHnent  fprirr^s  from  it 
whkh  aferd^  ecyual  protection  to  all  hi«  Majefty^a  fu^cCU  in  their  charac* 
tersf  tfieir  Hvesj,  tbetr  liberties,  and  their  pr^Krty.  Will  the  n<^le  Loi4 
fty,  thai  «be  eharaaer,  Uie  life»  thelthert^'and.sbe  property  of  a  Roman 
CathaHe  have  not  the  fame  prote^ion  from  tbe  law  in  -thia  kingdom,  that 
is  extended  to  every  other  memlier  of  fhecommtmily  F 

t  take' it  to  be  a  vitsi  principle  oftheeonilitution)  that  the  diurch  and 
ibte  aie  intimately  and  infeparahly  untied,  clinging  both  to  the  other  for 
fupaott ;  ^nA  tlKftibre  it  is,  that  eyery  fuhjefk  in  theie. kingdoms  is  bound 
hyinKrevotvarwith  the  conftitutton  as  now  edabl tilled,  l^ re  he  can  be 
adfitterd  to  the  exercife  of  anv  eflktelit  power. ecekfitiftical  or  civil  derived 
anderit^  to  give  a  folemn  and  unequiw>eal  pledge  of iiia  al^giapce  to  ttvn 
eftabhihment  in  Church  and  State:  lawe  whioh  biod  u^ali  in  Uffertnfly, 
and  dicrefoxtt  whrn  the  modern  csint  ^  eiiuaiti{M(tion  '»  a^pplied  to  tic 

'     '     -  let 


YvtiicK  hii  Loreldsip  hm  joft  no#  maie;  whim  thf  ebeirif 


coaft  in  file  laft  tt^,  a  generil  femlmeat  of  lo/ahy  jtpMkA:ia  ttt  opkt 
ahd  dej^ees  of  the  (leoj^le^  who  vnd  with  eath  other*  m  eonrribotiAg  tti  4r- 
.f»fdlfUeircoit^lryft$atiifttfa«ifVTailersi  on  thetepoit  <if  G«Kni(-Bock» 
ai  fiis  ntiirn  to  France,  oF  this  uneiEpe^ed  loyatty  of  tHe  (ttDfie-^  IishvU 
t^earabai&dbi^of  the  Irifli  unton  refident  at  Parh,  wefwrpooMiHdL  wisb 
Ktviiir  impof^up^n  the  direflory,  and  in  confe^iMite  of  titis  mmcK 
inftru&ioniw^traiffmlttedt^the  Xriflidire^ory'toorsaBisRtiK  Mthet 
IrelaHd,al  they  had  orgiDized  the  aohli;  and  acrOrdfU^^^egiiCBM  Jme 
been  entplb^  to  fedoce  Ae  p«pple  of  th^t  diftriift  wkb  id  mach  £waai'h 
ttiit  there  has  been  i  Aidden  and  inunediate  ttanfinen  iivaloMft  cntffon 
<$ftheprovinc^of  Muuifttei>«miaUb  in  many  coi^tiea  io  i«oalbr,  fean 
peace  and  good  order  and  contentRient  to  gneral'ttntmlt  «iiA  •«tnge»  tad 
tfvei^  l]>cctes  of  cifttek;  ind  hHirfa^rlfm .  will  the  -noble  LonA  iky,  chat  ^ 
j^efentdiftorbM  ftttHeof  theio^tbem  dtftri£t  i«  to  heiiii|iaitod  fo  the^ten 
of  cdcrei^,  ae^  «allatt»  a^ed.  Upon  by  the  g;ovemiBeiir-«f  Iwltndi  and 
to^onraged  by  (hi  Mtifb  Cabla^t  ?  Coercion,  as  he  caUa it,  msBcvcrpnt 
into  f  racHee  thei«,  tiU'imb«|^ly  the  recent  fedudion  •f  the  gidd|r  aad  dc- 
lucted  peopleof  itMt  diftriA  compelled  the  magiftratei  and  fcAkaigentk' 
iben  to  ily  fbt*  refbgt  to  the  Bxtcutiye  Goverrnnent,  audio  call  fin^f^eeie. 
entfoii  of  th^lMforrfftioii  ad  « their  own  defence.  But  I  mk*. do. doubt 
that  we  ftil^fol9R  betoMby  fome  of  the  nobte  LonTa  poiitic«l&kais  in 
Great  BHtalM,  Hiat  the  mflfer^k  inhabitants  of  the  (bvtbof  Iv^la^d  hate 
^n  goaded  to  iAfbrrcftkm.by  .the  fyilem  of  coertiony  and  tfaatifep^  fa^ce  as- 
^  fought  f>f  parliamentary  rejfbrm  and  Catholic  enumdipalidh  by  the  mtik 
loyal  and  conlthvtiflmal  means  i  and  certaihly  this  ftory  niay  befiBU;ipf  the 
t>eep1e  of  the  fdwCh^  with- the  fame  degree  of  troth  >i9iih  which  it  has  been 
brOpagafed  of  t^e  tniured  inbabitams  of  the  north;  i;et  me  oosr.  wake  a 
teriotis  aHd  folemn  appeal  to  the  noble  JUtH  ;  let  rafe  cailnpoD  bM  to  Hate 
di(H!i£lty  and  uneomtocatly  whetLer  he  bdieTet  thereia  at  tbb  hour  an  cr* 
eanized  and  eitended  fyilem  of  treafon  rooted  xn  the  ^feingdom  «f  kdand  I 
if  fie  aniWer»  tbit  hedoea  not  believe  it,  1^  me  ifk  him  what  Jse  oonfiden 
fo  b^  lymptomser  prdofi  of  trc^^on  ?  Does  he  confide  Hitn«^<i&  of  levy* 
irtg  a  Y^ToHHSo^ar  y  army  a  proof  of  treafon ;  dokrb^  coaiidcf  llie  Isdoffioa 
6t  the  Kinff  s  m>ops  a  proof  of  tieafon ;  doet  htf  ^oalider  «;fiaii%iracy  to 
kUk  tK^  KhYg*s  forts  and  arienals  a  proof  of  treafclf  f  tao^b  »«a0lp0aqr 
was  dette£led  within  tbe  laft  nfionih  at  Athlone.  0g«»lttr<4afidi(r  the  ibr* 
n\atiort  of  fUtm  depotaof  amu  ^nd  annhunitton  a  pfb6f«£  ^toniaii  i  does 
he  oonndert^^MstoBahnent  <Qf  cannon,  a  proof  oFtri^ifiurf  ak|ca^a»cafloaef 
the  diftribitthm  of  ptfcaa  amongft  the  lower  order  of  ibrp^  ^41  pniof  cf 
ffrealbn;  dbes  ho  coafid^r  the  myftick  rerdutMiry  gwcinMpMft  of  the 
IHih  Unibn  ia  m^of  .oftfealoQ  9  does  be  confidiff  a  regular  co  pcfpuatkBca 
tafrhsd  on  by  the  Extcntive  DirtAory  of  the  UrtaMi  w9ib:^be  Mmg"*  of- 
fniet  to  be  a  proof  of  treafcm  ?  The  fa£l  it  to  notdrioM^  tlM  |  anuft  fbp- 
bofe  the  nobte  Lord  has  beard  that  th^rt  now  i«,^nd  hosf  ber»  iac  a  con- 
fiderabie  time,  an  accredited  niinifter  pknipotentiary^fthe  bnfi  i>ircfi«y 
refiderit  at  Ptfis  f  a  man  who  reeetved  the  rtidiwentif^dfTdBatAt^iation  in  a 
leminary  of  Jefoita,  and  completed  it  in  the  office  Wan  attorn  tT  ^  ^^* 
I'he  noble  Xotrd,  baalprsfume  alfo  heard  that- tbelriib  Oinifciy  haA 
three  aceredHed  mintfters  refident  at  Lifle  dnriitg  tfce  fete  aegaai  ttk>n  tor 
jfeace^  tt>  cotmtetad  the  King*a  miaifter  Lo)rd  Maibndbwy.  X  make  m 
doubt  the  Aoble  Lord  would  recognize  thefe  gem)itnlci»,.if  ha.wfr  « to  hear 
their  names,  as  they  are  all  natives  of  Belfaft.  And kt vie  aik.tl  k  nol^ 
Lord,  wb^^ier  be  has  come  exprefs  (o  this  kingdom,  ferioufly  to  /ecom- 
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tticitdl  Id  iiifbKpp0lb«OBcSKatloli«»  rMIm«9  tiroppo&  dmooii  aud  piket, 

"^th  coiiedfi«om'ibtfincnt  and  romance  and  fiac  feeiiog •    If  the  noMe 

JL-ord  had  beet  Hpi  9f  poicd  in  America/  thef«  can  be  no  doubt  wfttt  would 

hoL^t  beta  tlie  evert  of  bi&  campaloi.    But  if  tbe  aoWe  Lord  baa  §6  much 

cofnfideticriBiffoociUatioDt  he  certaMy  Imm  ikoc  eonownced  bit  <»|veratioas 

^r^itK  judgttKttt*  bo  4iould  have  fet  our  by  makbig  bis  pcopofition  (4  tbe 

J>ine£lof3r4»f  the- Union .$  and  firft  let  tile  a&  him  wheiber  be  kno^s  cf 

^vKom  tbeOiroftory  is  compofed  f  if  hedoet,  be  wiU  do  a  vm  hg^al  fe'r- 

ireoeto  the  nation  by  di&loiing  their  tamee.    I  fiifped^  very  nrQugly  that 

the  noble  l/erd  baa  ieen  and  communleaied  with  loiii^.oftber^  dnct  his  ar^ 

tfaval  in  Irelaadi  sot  oiBcially  ai  mc^bcra  of  tbe  i>irei&9ry;  (br  I  adi 

pretty  coibiidtot  tbey  wookl  fee)  the  fame  fvlaaaace  in.  ^sumpunicatiof 

officially  with  tbe  noble  Lord,  that  thty  fvottld  M  in  communicating 

MPttib  me  |  but  na  nembert  of  the  bead  eonnnictee  of  gricv:ances  appbmted 

to  coileft  matcriak  ferthis  longexpeAeddebttb    I«mapt  tpTofpea  thit 

fome  bf  the  £liieAaiy  may  have,  tendered  their  (tptw;^^  00  the  nobk  Lord: 

if  they  imllo^ociate  with  him,  he  Wifl'IM  the-eveMt  to  be  th^t  «^e  JSi^ 

beddlrtdy  by  way  of  preliminary,  t64a^do^ii«air  anqa^.ta^ relieve  ta  the 

ttnioo  all  the  aront  and  ammunition  which  woiba^f  taken  mnn  theilb,  m 

repeid  the  teft  laws  and  the  a6t  of  ftmAiiMejr,  atdtofivt  tbem  a  4dcm6cra* 

lie  iloufe  of  OiNDmons  upon  the  bafitof  cenmdiiifi^ge^  and..whefi\thde 

nreiiminaries  art  conceded,  in  Ihe  true  fptrk  of  their  br^boeij^  of.F{^iioe» 

tbry  wili  tell  us  what  further  conceflione  ffaey  may  bave  t«NdeB>and. 

i  fear  I  have esdiauAcd  your  Lofdftiipa''patSeoce«aod  (bav^yejy  ^pearly 
exi^auHtid  my  ftrei^b.  But  beibne  I  fit  dawn  i  mnft  ferjf  j^ortry^^dvert 
to  the  fyftemtif  conciliation  which  the  rfobje  LonI  has  recommenced  ntsA 
tifft  to  1  he  fy(lem  of  emancip acidn ;  a  phrafe  I  mutt  fay  of  eqiiaJ  wick^kWIa 
and  foliy  when  ap^iied  to  anv  clafs  f>t  hi*  Ms^efty^  fubja^f  in  thii,kiiig<k 
fbiT*  i>ces  the  noble  Lord  know  that  the  whole  code  of  the  popery  (awe 
ctitftcd  iince  the  icvcJution  has  be^  repealed  i  and 4hac  there  >s  not  at  due 
hoitr  a  -fia^  di^bility  ^flTe^tlng  a  Paplft  49r  Roman  Catholic  fave  one,  that 
u  a  reftriaion.intbe  ufe  oi  fire-arms  to  menpol&ITad  of  a  freehoid  of  tbt 
yearly  value  of  ten  pounds  or  if  a  perfonal  eiiaie  I  tbink  of  thrc^  bund2«4 
«ptinds  in  Tzdae^  a  rcRrl^ion  which  I  fiDcereiy  wiih  waaexieaded  to  all  hit 
Msjffty'a  (tthje^s  in  ibis  kingdom  witbotit  diMn£Vieo.}  -and  therefore  wheo 
the  liobk  Lonl  talks  of  emancipating  tbe  Papifts  of  lieAoad,  or  of  reftoring 
them  to  tbe  bcoetoof  tbe  conftitntion,  he  dcot  oot  ipeak  nkh  aU  tht  accu* 
racy  which  teigbt  be  expeAed  of  bmi ;  I  know  of  00  word  more  lt«qiu>nily 
IttuArtbantbeconilicution,  nor  of  any  which  is  fo  often  abfcnt*  J  will 
AAe  10 the. noble  Lord  what  my  notions  are  of  the  fiiitifh  cuniiitiuioai 
and  if  lam  mifiakeo  he  will  .iVt  mf  right.  A  government  fprin^s  from  it 
vrhkh  aifefxis  ecyual  protection  to  all  his  Majefty^a  fu^cas  in  tlwir  charac* 
ters^  tficir  Hv«,  tbcu:  liberties,  and  their  pr^erty.  Will  the  m^le  Lord 
fty,  chat  «be  4bara£hr,  tlielife,  thelihertyand  she  properly  of  a  Roman 
Cathelk  have  not  the  fame  prote^ion  from  tbe  law  in  this  kingdom,  that 
is  extended  to  every  other  member  of  thecoinmimily  F 

t  take  it  to  be  a  vital  ptincipl^  of  theconilitution)  that  the  church  and 
ibte  are  intimately  and  iDfeparably  untied,  dinging  both  to  the  other  for 
fuppott ;  AiA  tlicfcibre  it  is,  that  eyer>-  fubje^l  in  theft, kingdoms  is  bound 
by  bn^e  coeval  with  tbe  conftitiTtion  as  now  eftabllilied,  l^re  he  can  be 
adtwtsed  10  tbe  escercife  of  anv  eflkieM  power*  ectlefisftical  or  civil  derived 
anderk,  to  give  a  foltmn  and  uneq^iW)ea|ipledge  of.hU  allegiance  to  t(o 
eftabliihment  in  Church  and  State i  lawe  whtoh  btod  u»  ail  in  it^^nriy, 
and  therofooe^  when  the  modern  ctint  <tf  caumcipaiioB  in  s^flikd  to.ttc 

let 
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«rftJMft»  it  fccmt  t»  bea  diftinft 'avowal by  tM^^wfe  «lk  it,  <1i«r 
bfmdi  of  iMlituaixtfarm  niea0»]MMbi]igll>Brt  offVToliitiOB.  ;The  altar  is 
the  maiB  ptlhr  of  the  thronct  and  if  we  ihalK  €9et  he  §6  mad  as  to  rental 
«kc  laws  made  lo  guard  our  ecck6« feral  cAabliffitnenf,  ^  frail  io  07 
•pinion  at  the  fane  moment  (hake  to  ita  foimdteiiiQi»  the  Brhiflv  movarcisj'^ 
*Tili  the  era  of  modern  illamination^  it  oe«erwas  fappufeJtfall  a'  liauat^ 
Monarchy  coaVi  ex<ft  without  teft  laws  i  that  fhey  were  ^ftdtial  ro  noaiB.-. 
nin  the  coafixtutional  balance  between  the  diftrtnt  powers  of  wkida  oor 
Govotimcnr  is  compofcd,  to  prtfient  the  Crdwn  from  committm^  the  jb-^ 


Acial  and  mimfterial  powefa  of  the  Statft  to  Afaffcdisdjperfcds,  ihd  to  pt^-^ 
r  the  propW  from  committing  the  great  aid  «nenfr?e  (tawtt 


hf  their  repfrfantatives^  to  perfons .  of  the  fuse  deftription.  The  tanoAerm^ 
of  the  IriQi  Union  had  iagacity  to  fee  thatthe  lifft  neccflinr  fiep  is  their 
fiaaof  iTiPoImion,  was  to  aboli/h  all  religious  dilbilftion#in  the  Sfictf^ 
and  it  btfits  all  human  calaHationto  diicover  any  Ibond  piiociplc  npov 
which  we  have  heretofore  aded,  in  ootftrippnig  them  in  advances  to  rise 
attainment  of  this  their  faronrite  objcft »  When  the  noble  hard  adopt*  dbr 
Modern  fyficm  oT  cmandpatioof  .1  wiih  he  wonld  bring  the  Asbjdft  for- 
ward  dtttio&ly,  and  let  us  view  it  in  all  its  bearings  :  I  (hoold  thank,  b^ov 
10  bring  forward  a  detailed  and  ptadicabJe  plan  of  rational  GownuBcst* 
ondcr  his  pro^&d  fyilera  o^  emancipation  s  that  he  woold  ML  fbew  ws 
the  pnfiicainlity  of  repealing  the  aA  offuprcnacvi  an  aft  which  an« 
nexcs  the  ecclefafiical  juriidi&ion  in  Ireland  to  the  imperial  crown  d£ 
Z  ngland :  I  fliould  thaiik  him  to  c|(plainh&w  the  ivpeal^  that  ad  it  pcac^ 
cicablcy  without  the  autfaoriry  of  a  Britiih  ftatnte,  antfiorifing  the  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal  in  EngUiul  to  a%x  it  to  an  2€t,  for  making-  partition  of 
tbb  Hiriidi£tion  m  Ireland  with  his  HoUneft  the  Poper  and  if  the  two 
Uoufirs  of  Parliament  in  Great  Britain  iball  pafs  fiich  an  aft,  I  frail  thank 
the  noble  Lord  for  his  (bhition  of  anotber  difficulty,  and  that  i%,  in  what 
wanner  bis  Majeily  can  be  enabled  to  aflent  to  an  aft  giving  fuch  an  aotho- 
titf  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  to  an  aft  repealing  the  iaift  of  in- 
arenucj,  coniillently  with  the^Aaiute  iimitiiig  the  crown  to  the  Hoafe  of 
Hanover,  or  with  thecoronation  oath  >  and  above  aD,  I  frail  thank,  the 
aobkLoid,  if  his  plan  of  emancipation  froald  take  ptect,  to  explain  h£s 
nodrum  fcr  maintaining  a  Proteftant  Chnrch  by  a  Poptfr  State,  and  to  ^* 
pUin  his  new  fyftem  of  ecdefiadical  juriTpnidflncrt  to  be  admimllcrtd  by 
j  idges  who  deny  the  fource  of  all  eyiftmg  eodefiaHical  authoriiy  in  thde 
kii.gdoms.  If  theie  e%er  was  a  fubje6^  ^ich ooghr  to  hi  treated  wnb  aft 
amuous  and  Trembling  caution,  it  is  tbisrnbjeft  ^Catholic  claim  and  de- 
mand of  exemption  from  the  teft  laws  and  aft  of  fnprtmacy.  But  caution 
and  Ibbcr  dd  beration  have  been  contemptooaflydifclaimed :  the  people  hare 
been  txjld  from  high  popular  authority,  that  they  froold  by  no  means  ^sie- 
f»9  the  opportunity  of  the  wax  in  urging  their  claims  ;  that  they  frould  in« 
liar.:  iy  embrace,  and  greatly  emancipate ;  and  that  they  muft  eatinguifr 
ail  members  of  the  oomnmnity  who  are'ftartled  by  this  magnificent  ptx)3eft» 
or  they  will  be  eztiugulfred  by  them.  - 1  might  perhaps  beoicttied  for  Cpesk^ 
iftg  with  fwmedegite  of  warmth  on  this  fbbjeft,  for  I  was  within  a  hair^s 
br^.<dth  of  being  extinguifred,  immediately,  after  -this  (ubiime  Icdbn  of 
great  emancipation  and  general  ei^inguifiinient  was  promulgafled. 

Upou  the  fubieft  of  emancipaiioo,  wiil  the  noble  Lord  aliow  ine  to 
■uue  a  ve-y  earneft  rcqueft  to  him,  and  if  he  will  indulge  me  in  It,  £ 
iUiU  rcaii)  ackas»lejge  myklf. deeply  indebted  to  him:  will  the  liohle 
Loid  have  ibe  goodncjs,  on  his  return  to  Gre^  Britain,  to  oblige  me,  by 
pfopofi  rg  a  irp:*l  o:  ikz  Trit  Laws  and  the  Aa  of  Jniprensacy,  iu  the  Erif 

....  -  '--        tflh- 


^ilh  Hottfe  of  X/n:d$i  -lam  pretty  coaiident  the  noble  Lov, 
jnac  this  requcH:  .an4  lis  will  not  grant  it  becaui'e  be  knov 
^^ere  to  rnaky  fi^ch  a  pifOfioiHiefi  tbiwe,  be  would  foon  learn  iK 
^on  to  the  SritUbvConilKiMioii.     Hfc  wotild  there  be  taughv 
jthmt  the  Houie  of  Stpfrart  w«s.  expelled  the  Britiih  throne  for  a  b. 
Xcmpt,  anci  that >f\y  man  who  ihouiidare  to  propofe  fuch  a  repeW 
Sritilb  ParliatQtot*  did  by  ihrpropohtroti,' condemn  the  tide  of  the  4K.  . 
OU8   tioufe  of  our  moHaicb  to    the  Bi'ltiih  throne.    If  the    noble \/4i| 
were  to  talk  of  repealing  4h»  Teft  Laws,  and  the  AH  of  Sopreniacy  in 
jOreat  Britaiuj  Xiy,  way  of  -coiicil'ttion,  he  w^uld  b^  told,  that  he  retailed 
the  fulfomc  c^ni  of  JaRi€«>  memorable  declaration  for  liberty  of  eobicitfHce$ 
and  I  wiih  the  noble  Lord  to  read  tlmt  famona  procl:^manoa«  in  which 
he  will  find  the  ftale  ahd  flimTy  prrtexc  of  conciliating  and  unieiog  mem 
of  all  religious  ptrfoafione,  in  thcii»ppoct  of  Government  and  ioeCjA- 
iiitutior,  held  out  to  the  people  ot   England  by   that  dehidfd   b*gov 
to    reconcile    them    to    th^,  intrgdu^on    of   Papifts  into  both  lioute 
of  Pai'ii^mcnt^  and  into  the  efljcieot  cxfficet  of  the  ft^te^  civU  and  aji' 
Jitaiy. 

Upon  the  feccnd  head  of  the  noble  Lord^e  conciliatory  poje^l,  I  ibaB 
/ay  but  little  i  the  opinions  of  the  noble  Lond  upon  this  iubje£k  fecm  Ui 
^ave  received  a  very  ludden  twiA  fmce  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland.     The 
jioble  Lord  has  ftated  this  nig^^t,  that  his  opinioo  recently  and  pubilcly  Je. 
Jivered  upon  thisfubj^,.  wa^^ confined  altogether  to  pailiamemary  retorin« 
in  Great  Britain  I  I  muft  therefore  conclude,    that  fuch  was   the  noh^ 
^ord^srefetvarion  when  hedeiivercd  that  opinion,  although  it  was  deU veer- 
ed without  refcrvation  or  qualiftcatioOy  in  debate  introduced  by  him  e^- 
cIuHvely  on  tbs  Aibje6t  of  ireUnd ;  but  as  the  noble  Lord  ilill  avows  bit 
difapprobation  cf  Parliamentary  Reform  in  Great  Britain,  as  a  meafuce 
l^t  betl  doubtful  in  point  oi  adv^Uitage,  and  imminently  hazardouf  in  the 
prohable  confeqncnces  t  let  me  now  put  it  to  him,  how  infinitelv  move  h^ 
j^ardous  and  criiical  will  be  the  csqreriment  in  this  ki)»gdom.     It  the  noble 
Lord  will  lo(>k  to  the  political  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  coq« 
|te^td  under  one  common  fovereign,  each  country  governed  by  a  Pariia- 
roentj)cifc(f^iy  diftinft  from  and  independent  of  the  other,  the  imperial  iyC- 
tern  hy  bcth  kingdoms^  wiU»appearu>  be  the  mod  critical  and  CQmplicated 
that  has  ever  fubfifted  in  Europe i  to  a  com^mon  obfcrver  it  would  appear 
to  be  utterly  impracticable:  lx>wcTcr,  experience  has  proved,  tbiit  in  t^e 
inidib  of  populaf"  turbulence^  and  in  the  convuldon  of  rancorous  and  violent 
party  contelts,  ilie  Irilh  Parliament  as  tt  if  now  conftitutedj  is  lully  com« 
petent  to  all  pra^ical'and  beneAcial  purposes  of  governtnent  j  that  It  is  fully 
competent  to  protcft  tjjis,  which  is  the  weaker  country,  againft  encr#ael»- 
pcnt,  and  to  Uive  the  empiiefrom  difiblution,  by  maintalniug the  cooftitti^ 
tlonal  connexion  of  Ireland  with  the  Britifli  Ci'o^n.     And,  thereibre,  if 
the  nobie  Lord  feels  the  imminent  btzaiti  of  inpoyattpn  in  the  conftitutiois 
Great  Biitain«  how  mufh  inore  cautious  oughf  he  to  be  of  making  cxperi- 
inents  in  Ireland*  more  particoiuiy  wi)enthey  have  beei>  firl^  deviled  for  the 
avowed  puipoie  of  dcUroymg  the  iubtle  and  at traftive 'principles  of  adhe- 
(jon,  wivich  h;ive  lieietofureprttkryed  the  empire  irom  diflbtution.     But  let 
yne  fuppufe  for  a  moment  the  noble  LordH  conciliatoty  fy item  was  free  from. 
d  (Ecuity  or  oYje^ion,  will  lu:,  as  a  .ilatefnf>an,  fefionfly  recommend  to  the 
Jnlh  Parliament  to  yield  to  leneilion  the  claimed  redrefs  of  fpccuUtive  poli- 
tical grievance *«  ?  Wijl  the  noble  Lord,  as  a  (hitefman,  recommenil  to  i:^i 
a&a  meaiiSre  of  found  policy^  to  repeal  our  teit  laws  and  aA  of  fupreniacy, 
^  ^0  i^fori^  Ufe  oilier  livwic  oi  ^tfiiaqicotj  io  the  ho^^y  &cn  an  a^ 
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ticftiKWt»   it  feemt  t»  b<ft  diftinft 'avowa)  by  tbol^^wfe  nlk  it,  ttat  A^ 
krnich  of  pAlitlcal  reform  meaos^ttotl^ng  Hmrtof ferokitioB.  rThc  altar  i»  | 

the  main  pillar  of  the  thronct  and  if  we  ihait  rftft  be  to  mad  as  to  r^tml  | 

the  laws  made  lo  guard  our  ecckifiaftical*  dbb)iflimenr,"in»,c  ftall  in  rry  ■ 

•jMiiion  at  the  fame  moment  (hake  to  iU  foimdkfi^  ihcr  Birrtiflt^oosrcJiTV 
*TilL  the  »a  of  modern  illumination^  it  oeicr  was' fttppoJEed that  a'  liiz&iinS 
KODBrchy  could  rxift  without  teil  iaws  t  that  they  were  veflbitlal  to  inaia- 
tain  the  conftituttonal  balance  hetween  the  diivMnt  powers  of  whicli  oer 
Govert>meQt  i»  compofed,  to  prerent  the  CnMtn'from  cMmnitting  tbe  ju^ 
4iciaL  and  minifteriat  powers  of  the  State  to  difaffefled  perlbns^  aM  to  pre« 
vcBf  the  people  from  committing  the  great  and  Actenb^e  {towers  eacraifeJ 
by  their  repsrfentatives^  to  perfons .  of  the  £uiie  deficriptton .    The  fraodrrr 
of  .the  IriOi  Union  had  iaf^ity  to  fee  that- the  ficft  neccfiary  ftep  hi  tkeiiD 
plan  of  revolution,  was  to  aboli/h  all  rrl^ious  diftift6iton#  in  the  Ststr/ 
audit  baffles  all  human  calcutaiiQU  to  diicover  any  found  pjinciple  upon 
which  we  have  heretofore  aded,  in  outftrippiiig  them  in  advances  to  t{»e 
attaimoent  of  this  their  favourite  objcft.    When  fhe  noble  JLord  adopts'  tibr 
oiodem  fyftem  of  emancipation  #. I  wifh  he  would  bringr  the  fubjc^  fbr> 
ward  dittin6:ly,  and  let  us  view  it  in  all  its  bearings  :  I  (hould  thank  hxm- 
fo  bring  forward  a  detailed  and  pradtcabJe  plan  of  rational  Oo7t7:nmeat« 
imderhis  pro^&d  fyilem  o^onancipations  that  he  would  firft  fhewin 
the  pra^licability  of  repealing  the  a£i  of  fupremacv  }  an  aft  which  an« 
nexes  the  ecctefiafiical  juriidi^ion  in  Ireland  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
Dngland  :  I  fhould  thank  him  to  e^^platnhcw  the  Fepealx>f  that  a£l  is  pnc-j 
ticable,  without  the  authority  of  a  Biittfii  llatnte,  aurhorifing  the  Keeper 
ef  ihs  Great  Seal  in  England  to.aftU  it  to  an  a£(»  for  niaking'  partftion  of 
this  jurifdi£tion  in  Ireland  with  hia  Holineft  the  Pope?  and  if  the  two 
Uoufirs  of  Parliament  id  Great  Bntain  ihall  pafs  Aich  airad»  I  (hall  thank 
the  tkoble  Lord  tor  his  folution  of  another  ^difficulty,  and  that  is^  in  what 
xoanner  his  Majefty  can  be  enabled  to  anient  to  ana£^  giving  fuch  an  autho* 
fity  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  to  an  aft  repealing  the  aft  of  fu- 
■tf-emacy^  conGUently  with  the^fiatute  limiting  the  erowhto  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  or  with  thecoronation  oath »  and  above  all,  I  IfaaU  thank 'the 
aobleLoid,  if  his  plan  of  emancipation  (hould  take  piact^  to  explain  bia 
iioftrum  for  maintaining  a  Proteftant  Church  by  a  Poptfti  State,  and  to  ex* 
pUin  his  new  fyftem  of  ccclcfiaftical  jurirpcudaifcer  to  be  admim'llered  by 
j.idges  who  deny  the  fourceof  all  eyifting  eocleiiaAical  authority  in  thc^le 
kingdoms.     If  there  ever  was  a  fubje6^  whteh  ought  to  btf  treated  with  au 
anxious  and  trembling  caution,  it  ia  thiafubje^^  of  Cathdlic  clahh  and  de- 
mand of  exemption  from  the  tcft  laws  and  a6^  of  fupremacy.     But  caution 
and  fober  del  btration  have  been  contemptuouflydiA:laimed :  the  peopleharvc 
been  tuld  from  high  popular  authority*  that  they  ihouki  by  no  means  Bne^ 
f^  the  opportunity  of  the  war  in  urging  their  claims  \  that  they  (hould  in- 
liantly. embrace,  and  greatly  <manci^te|   and  that  they  mult  extinguiffi 
all  members  of  the  community  who  are'ftartled  by  this  magnificent  proje^ft 
or  they  will  be  extinguifced  by  xV^m* ,  I  might  perhaps  beexcufed  for  fpeak- 
ing  with  fome  degree  of  warraih  on  this  ^bjeft,  for  I  was  within  a  hairs 
bre<idth  of  being  extmguilhedy  immediately- after  -this  fublime  lelion  of 
great  emancipation  and  general  ei^iingulihment  was  promulgafed. 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  emancipatiob,  will  the  noble  Lord  allow  pie  to 
make  a  very  earn  eft  i^qiicft  to  him»  and  if  he  will  indulge  me  in  it,  I 
il»U  really  acknoy^ ledge  royf^lf  deejay  indebted  to  him:  will  the  noble 
Lord  have  the  goodneis,  on  his  return  to  Grekt  Britain,  to  oblige  me,  by 
propofirg  a  irpeal  of  the  Teft  Laws  and  the  Act  of  l?aprcmscy,  iu  the  HnV 

...  -  7-        ^Jfli  . 
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^Ih  Houie  .6CLntd$.?    lanv  pretty  coaiident  the  noble  Lpv, 
^[Xie  this  requ^ :  ,and  be  will  not  .grant  it  becauie  be  kno  v 
ywTTK  to  makf  fych  a  p^popofiti*!!  thfice,  be  would  foon  learn  iK 
^ofi  to  the  3ritUb .  CouiikHtttioii,     H^  wciild  thrre  be  taughv 
jthat  the  Houie  of  Stewart  wwi,  expflUd  the  Britiih  throne  for  a  Ik 
^empty  and  thai  i|f\y  ^nA9  who  fiicmli  dare  to  propofe  fuch  a  repesk 
^ritilh  Parliaintot*  did  by  ih^propotitroti^' condemn  the  title  of  the  -ik  . 
ous  tiouft:  of  our  wonaixb  to    the  Bi'iti(h  throne.     If  the    noble \/4 
"wcrt  to  talk  of  repvalmg  iht  Teft  Ltvv$,  and  the  Ali  of  Supremacy  in 
.jGrear  Biirain^  Uy  way  of  -coaciliafton,  lie  w6uld  (>e  told,  that  he  retaiUid 
the  fulfome  cant  of  Jainey^ meuiorable  dccbration  for  libeity of  cobrcieiKei 
and  I  wiih  the  noble  Lord  to  read  that   famona  procl;\matioa«  in  whicb 
be  will  find  the  R^\e  and  fiimfy  ptrtext  of  conciliating  ax^d  uniting  aie» 
pf  all  religious  perfuaiionf  j  in  the  firppoct  of  Government  and  the  C jb- 
i^ituiion,  held  out  to  the  people  ot   ErtgVand  by   that  deluded   bigov 
to   reconcile    them    to    th?.  inirodu^on    of   Papifts  into  both  lipiiliw 
of  Paili^ment^  and  into  the  eilicient  cxffices  of  the  il^te^  civil  and  ini« 
Jit  ary.  . 

Upon  the  feccnd  head  of  the  noble  Lord^e  conciliatory  project,  I  (haB 
/ay  but  little  :  the  opinions  of  the  nobte  Lord  t}pon  this  iubje£k  fecm  Ui 
Jiave  received  a  very  ludden  twiA  iince  his  laft  arrival  in  Ireland.     The 
jioble  Lord  has  ftated  this  nig^^t.  that  his  opinion  recently  and  puhilcly  de. 
Jivered  upon  thisfubj^,,  wa« confined  altogether  to  pailiamentary  reform* 
in  Great  Britain )  I  muft  therefore  conclude,    that  fuch  was   the  .noh^ 
^ord*s  refei^ation  when  he  delivered  that  opinion,  although  it  was  deli  veto 
ed  without  refcrvation  or  qualiftcatioo,  in  debate  introduced  by  him  e^* 
fludrely  on  tli:;  Aibje^  of  ireUnd^  but  as  the  noble  Lord  ilill  avows  his 
difapprobation  cf  Parliamenttiry  Reform  in  Great  Britain,  as  a  meaCaic 
)it  beti  doubtful  in  point  of  adv^mtage^  and  imminently  hazardoui  in  tbe 
probable  confequences :  let  ine  now  put  it  to  him,  how  infinitely  nuxte  h^ 
j^ardous  and  critical  will  be  the  csqreriment  in  this  kipgdom.     If  the  noble 
Lord  will  look  to  the  political  fituation  of  Great  Britam  and  Irelanil,  con* 
^e^cd  under  one  comxnon  foveretgn,  each  country  governed  by  a  Parlia- 
ment j)fcift6^1y  diftioft  jfrom  and  independent  of  the  other,  the  imperial  lyC- 
pern  fcf  both  kirgdoms^  wiU'appeario  be  themoft  critical  and  cpmplicated 
that  has  ever  lubu(\ed  in  Europe  &  to  a  common  obferver  it  would  appear 
to  be  utterly  impra^icable:  however,  experience  has  proved,  that  in  t^e 
tnidft  of  populaf  turbulence,  and  in  the  convuidon  df  rancorous  and  violent 
party  contclts,  tUe  Irifh  Parliament  as  tt  if  now  conftituted,  is  fully  com- 
petent to  all  pra^icarand  benefipial  purpofes  of  government  i  that  it  is  fully 
competent  to  protefi  th's,  which  is  tbe  weaker  country,  againft  encrMch- 
picnt,  and  to  lave  the  empire-from  dilution,  by  maintaining  the  conftittf* 
tiona1,cor.ne(lion  of  Ireland  with  the  BritiOi  Ci'o^n.     And,  therefore,  if 
the  nobte  Lord  feels  the  imminent. htxaiti  of  inpoyation  in  the  conftitytiois 
preat  Biitain,  how  mufh  more  cautious  ought'he  to  be  of  makii^  l^'P^^i' 
mcnts  in  Ireland,  more  partico|<riy  when  they  have  be«>  firft  deviled  for  the 
avowed  puipoi'e  uf  deitroymg  the  iubtle  and  atlraftivc  pinnciplcs  of  adhe- 
|ion,  «vhichh:ivelieietoforeprtUryed  the  empire  from  diflblution.     But  let 
me  (uppiife  for  a  moment  the  noble  Lord^s  conciiiatoty  fyitem  was  free  from 
di&culiy  or  objet^ion,  will  lut,  as  a.liattrman,  fefiooHy  recommend  to  the 
Jrjth  parliament  to  yield  to  icbellion  the  claimed  rcdrefs  of  fpec.uUtivt  poli- 
tical grievances  ?  Will  the  noble.Lord,  as  a  ftatcfroan,  recommenJ  to  nji 
as  a  mcafdrc  of  found  policy,  to  repeal  our  telt  laws  and  2iSt  of  lupremacy, 
^  ^0  ij^forip  Uie  oilier  ifi^vtis  pi  t^tfiiamcci,  ia  the  ho^^y  &ch  an  a^ 
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ofeonciliatimi  ind  concefiion,  to  put  down  a.detennioe<l  reWQioa  ?  If  «v 
are  to  make  fiKb  a  precedent  for  tlw  cncontagegunt  of  wMlion^  I 
tbenoUe  Lord  to  fay  where  we  are  todrawtfie  fiaei  and  ifbe  wflii 
icribe  to  my  opini4n  on  this  Aibjef^,  I  beg  l»  nhr  bin  te  m  right  I 
able  Gentleman  in  another  pountiy  of  the  £rft  ability  at  a  finreTanii* 
in  the  year  I7K3,  did  moA  emphaticaUy  declare  hit  opinion  as  a  Cahesct 
miniiler,  that  the  exigence  of  legitimate  govtrmnciit  in  Icdand  dykd 
on  the  difperiiooof  a  militery  conventions  then  aflcmbled  for  the  vmna  <£ 
parlianient>  and  on  the  iodigoant  rejeAion  of  any  propefiiioo  whicb  tbsy 
might  pvrftime  to  make  npon  the  fuhje^.  In  that  eonventioa  I  will  vcs- 
tore  to  Uy  there  was  not  a  (ingle  rebel  $  there  was  not  a  member  of  it  wbe 
would  pot  wtLingly  have  (hod  his  biood  in  the  defence  of  his  fovereig»aad 
of  the  conftttution.  But  I  did  tlien  agree  with  that  right  bonoorabir  Gen- 
tleiiKin»  that  there  muft  bean  end  of  all  legiiimale  government,  if  ncSaicJi 
claims  are  to  be  advanced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  s  and  if  f  didat  that 
period  ivfufe  to  liften  to  a  propofition  for  parliamentary  reform,  made  m  sbe 
HoufeofCommonaby  a  military  coviventiony  composed  of  wttj  worthy 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  giddily  betrayed  into  fuch  an  aft  of  indiurefion.  I 
will  not  now  Ilften  to  much  more  extravagant  claims  preffed  upon  me  under 
the  terror  of  impending  rebellion.  I?  the  concUi^lory  fydem  lecom* 
mended  by  the  noble  Losrl  is  to  be  debated  on  its  intrinfick  merits,  let  me 
ndvife  him  to  apply  to  the  Direftory  of  thelrtfli  Union  in  the  ^ft  inftaime; 
let  the  Dire6!ory  withdraw  their  miniAcr  pltnipotenliary  from  P^is ;  let 
them  diRblve  their  revolutionary  Government  at  home ;  let  thrm  deliver  to 
their  cannon  ^nd  pikes  which  have  heretofore  elcaped  the  vigilance  of  dnl 
and  military  ofHcers,  let  them  withdraw  their  emitfUries  who  bave been  leot 
forth  to  fednoe  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  andabialve  tl^em  bom  tbt 
treafonabte  engagements  with  which  they  have  been  iedn^  |  and  let 
them  thei)  fat^it  their  chims  and  their  gritvancct  to  calm  d^adbam  by 
the  l^eiAature. 

I  will  once  more  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  caU  npon  bin  to  wsee 
all  vagne  and  general  aflertions  ;  and  to  fta?e  diHinfily  the  grievaace^  if 
it  exiftfi,  of  whicl)  the  people  of  Irebml  can  with  jnftice  compbiB  agiU 
the  Britith  Government,  the  Brififh  Pailiament,  or  the  Britifr  Nation  $  or 
againft  the  Govrroment  and  Parliament  of  their  own  country*  lo  1779 
th«v  demanded  a  free  trade  and  it  was  granted  them.  It  lySa  they  were 
called  upon  to  (late  tlie  meafure  of  their  grievances,  and  the  rttlrcfa  nrbkh 
they  demanded  ;  and  redrefs  was  granted  to  tlie  full  eaCmt  of  tbetr  de- 
mands. In  1783  they  were  difl'itiffied  with  the  addrefs  whiefa  tbey  had 
pointed  out  aad  acknowlcdgtd  to  be  complete  and  fatisfaAory»  and  it  was 
extended  to  the  terms  of  thHr  new  demon  J.  In  1785.  ibqr  dcmaDdcd  a 
'  commercial  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  Aie  nu^de  rbem  a  fair  and 
liberal  offer,  which  they  were  pleafrd  to  itjeft  with  childift  foUy.  In 
I7r9  they  demanded  a  Place  Bill,  a  Penfion  Bill,  and  a  ftefpoofibility  Bill^ 
as  neceflary  to  ftCtire  the  ConAitotion  elbbliAied  in  Great  Britaiii  and  Ittz 
land  in  1688,  and  renewed  in  Ireland  in  1782,  which  they  pledged  thoRi- 
fc'Ives  to  fopport  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood.  They  h^  ctxir  Place 
Bill,  and  their  Penfian  BiU»  and  their  Refnonfibillty  Bill,  and  much 
more  than  they  had  ever  demanded  npon  that  fcore ;  for  bis  Majcfty 
was  pleafed  to  furrtnder  his  hereditary  revenue,  and  to  accept  %  civil 
eftabli(hment  for  h-s  life,  by  wiiich  Parliament  wa$  enabled  to  make  a 
general  appropriation  of  the  revenues,  and  to  limit  the  Crown  in  grant, 
irg  penfwns  \  and  his  Majefty  was  alfo  plealed  to  put  the  oiicebrLord 
Titaibrer  into  commli&on  5  and  by  thele  rrguUtioos  ibey  o^^ined  the 
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fih^e  ftctirUy  for  the  Conll'tution  as  efbhli^Kd  at  tbe  Revoktion  in  i68Sy 
vrhich  the  people  of  Great  Brittfiii  enjoy  j  and  at  (he  tinie  when  this  fe^ 
ctinty  wai  given  to  them,  the  Parlament  of  Great  Britain  repealed  and 
«<plained  the  Britifh  navigation  Iaws»  by  which  we  were  prohibited  from 
exporting  the  prcdute  of  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations  from  this^ 
cotintry  to  Great  Britain,  a  boon  of  all  others  the  moft  eflential  to  our  fo« 
reign  trade,  for  by  it  we  have  the  certain  ifliieof  thcBiiUfh  market  for  an^ 
AirpJus  of '  ptantatlon  goods  imported  into  Ireland  above  our  own  con- 
fumptidn.  Abo<it  the  fame  period  every  difability  whi^h  had  afFe^led* 
Irifh  Papifts  wtis  removed,  fave  a  reftri6lion  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  which 
rSctends  only  to  tiie  loweft  order  of  the  people  ;  and  foberand  thinking  men 
might  reafonably  have  hoped  that  the  flock  of  grievances  was  exhaufted^ 
and  that  they  might  have  been  allowed  fome  (nort  refpite  from  popular 
ieitnent.  In  this  expefiation;  however,  we  have  been  deceived,  and  wherf 
everv  other  topic  of  dilcontent  had  failed,  the  government  and  conftitution^* 
as  eftablifhed  at  the  Revolution,  has  been  difcoveredby  the  gentlemen  )vho 
pledged  themlelves  in  1789,  to  defend  andjnaintain  it  to  the  laft  drop  of 
their  blood,  to  be  a  flaviih  monopoly,  inconfiftent  with  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberties  of  the  peojple.  And  is  the  noble  Lord  fo  crednlous  in  this 
iiiftance  as  to  fuppofe,  it  this  new  projefl  (bould  fuccecd,  and  the  ilavifh.' 
monopoly  of  the  Revolution  was  aboliflied,  the  account  of  grievances' 
would  be  clofed— t/«o  anfulfo,  non  dificit  alttr^  &fitttli  frondefcit  Firga 
tnetaUo, 

\i  the  noble  Lord  wifhes  to  know  the  genuine  fourcc  of  ofteniible  Irilh 
grievanctfs,  he  wil]  he  enabled  to  (race  it  to  fome^of4iis  political  friends  1 
and  conneflions  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  genuine  fouree  of 
trllh  complaint  againft  theBritifli  government  is,  that  they  will  not  fecond 
the  ambitious  views  of  Ibme  gentlemen  who  claim  an  excIuGve  right  t9 
guide  the  public  mind,  and  to  monopolize  to  thcmftlves  and  their  depend' 
dants.the  power  and*  patronage  of  the  Crown.  The  genuine  caufe  of  com*>' 
plaint  againft  the  Britiih  Cabinet  is,  that  they  will  not  fuifer  thefe  gentle- 
men to  erefl  an  ariftocratic  power  in  Ireland  which  (hall  enable  them  to 
dictate  to  the  Crown  and  the  people  ;  which  (hall  enable  them  todire6l  and* 
controul  the  adininiftration  of  Great  Britain,  by  making  the  government 
of  this  country  impraflicable  by  any  but  their  friends  and  alms.  Upon 
what  juft  grounds  thefe  arrogant  preten(iens  are  advanted,  I  have  not  at- 
yet  been  enabled  to  difcover.  I  am  willing  to  give  the  noble  Lord  full 
credit  for  the  fincerity  of  his  profeffions,  and  to  believe  that  hisdbjeA  is  to' 
'  tranqoilh'se  this  giddy  and  dilftraAed  country,  and  therefore  I  will  take 
the  lioerty  moft  earneftly  to  advife  him  not  to  renew  the  ftrange  exagge- 
rated ftatements  which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making  on  Irifli  attairt 
iUL  the  Britifh  Ho^jfe  of  Londs^  wliere  they  can  have  no  other  eflfeft  than 
mirchief.  Let  me  advife  him  alfo  moft  earneftly  to  exert  the  influence 
^iicb  his  high  name  and  charader  muft  give  him  with  his  political  eon- 
tie£tion$  in  Great  Britain,  to  induce  them  to  confine  their  political  warfare 
to  the  theatre  of  their  own  country,  and  ^o  ceafe  to  dabble  in  dirty  Irith 
fn^on.  It  is  one  great  misfortune  of  this  country  that  the  people  of  £ng->  - 
lahd'know  lefs  of  it,  than  chey  kiloi^  perhaps  ot  any  other  nation  in  En* 
rope.  Their  imiprefHons  I  do  verily  believe  to  be  received  from  newfpa- 
pen>;  publifhed  for  the  (ble  purpofe  of  deceiving  them.  There  is  not  (b 
volatile  nor  fo  credulous  a  nattpn  in  Europe  as  the  Irt(h  ;  the  people  aro 
natumlly  well  difpofed,  but  are  more  open  to  fedufUon  than  any  man 
wQuId  credit,  who  had  not  lived  amongft  them.  IlFI  am  to  fpeak  without 
difguife,  civilization  has  not  made  any  confiderable  progrefs  amongft  us^ 
and  theiYfore  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is,  of  all  the  nations  of  Efirope,  the 
A^fEK.  Vol.  II,  179S,  p  moft 
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moft  dangerous  to  tamper  with,  or  to  make  experimentf  upon.  Her  pre- 
icnt  difturbcd  and  diiba^led  ftate  has  certahily  been  the  ccnieipicBce  of  a 
Saks  of  experiments  pra^fed  upon  her  for  a  coorfe  of  years.  If  the  go. 
tkmen  of  Ireland  who  have  a  permanent  iotereft  in  the  (afety  of  the  Stair, 
oould  be  prerailed  upon  to  adjourn  their  political  quarrels  and  iiieiitxscats 
to  a  period  when  they  might  be  icnewed,  without  endangmng  every  tJio^ 
which  is  worth  prrienring  in  fociety,  and  to  unite  againft  the  comoioci 
enemy,  I  (hould  ted  no  manner  of  apprehenfion  for  thc^  event  of  the  cob- 
teft  in  which  we  are  engaged,  with  foreign  and  domcAic  enemies.  fi«( 
wbiJH  we  are  divided,  and  men  of  rank  and  charafier  are  found  ready  to 
hazard  every  thing  for  the  pofliblefuccefs  of  little  paltry  perfcmd  chjtS*, 
the  crifis  becomes  awful  indeed.  If  Ireland  is  to  be  tranquillized,  the  £rft 
Hep  towards  it  muft  be,  to  crufli  rebellion.  No  lenity  will  au>peaic  the  he- 
tious  rancour  of  modem  Irifit  reformers,  nor  will  any  meaiure  of  concili- 
ation fatisfy  them  fliort  of  a  pure  democracy,  eftabliihed  by  the  inflacncc^ 
and  guaranteed  by  the  power  of  the  French  Republic. 


Lord  Moin.  having  in  his  reply  ftated;  that  he  did  not  wonder  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  (houki  wilh  for  Parliamentary  Reform,  when  an  official  de- 
claration had  been  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  half  a  miHico 
moft  be  cstpended  to  put  down  the  oppofition.    The  Chancellor,  in  anfwcr 
to  this  obiervation,  thanked  his  LordOiip  for  having  offered  him  an  op- 
portimity  of  publicly  refuting  a  calumny  which  had  been  pn^agattd  wiih 
uncommon  induftry.    The  Chancellor  ftated,  that  in  the  feffion  of  lyS^^ 
during  the  indifpofition  of  his  Majefty,  when  a  debate  arole  upon  a  vcCe 
of  oenlure  moved  againft  Lord  Buckingham,  becauie  he  declined  to  tranf- 
mit  an  addrefs  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  an  of>(erva£ioa 
was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  fome  other  gentleman,  that  a 
cenfuie  had  fome  yesirs  before  been  voted  againft  Lord  Townibend,  and 
that  in  the  fame  Parliament,  a  flattering  addrefs  had  been  alfo  voted  to 
him.   The  Chancellor  faid,  that  in  adverting  to  this  ob/ervation  in  the 
courie  of  the  debate,  he  ftated  limply,  that  he  had  heard  that  addrefs  in  all 
its  conlequences,  coft  the  Iriih  nation  half  a  million ;  and  the  ftoiy  which 
has  been  built  on  this  naked  obfcrvation,  on  a  ftatement  made  in  debate  by 
another  gentleman,  is,  that  he  had,  in  defending  new  offices  created  by 
Lord  Buckingham,  juftified  the  expenditure  of  half  a  million  in  pottiug 
down* the  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons )  he  faid  he  was  not  fur* 
priled  than  Lord  Moira  had  beem  impofed  upon  by  this  impudent  fallr« 
hood ;  but  that  two  plain  fafts  were  fufficient  for  its  deteaion  :  one  is» 
that  the  new  offices  complained  of,  were  not  created  until  after  he  (the 
Chancellor  )  had  ceafed  to,  be  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commont;  and 
the(ubje£l  never  was  debated  in  the  Houle  of  Lords.    The  other  fad  he 
ftatnl  to  be,  that  when  he  made  the  obfervation,  he  voted  in  a  iJmall  and 
virtuous  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  fo  far  from  his  foeak- 
ing  officially,  it  was  generally  underftood,  that  he  was  to  go  otit  of  oike 
on  the  change  of  Adminiftration,  which  was  expedrd  immediately  to  take 
place,  fomuch  fo,  that  his  fbcceflbr  was  publicly  named.   As  to  the  tranf- 
aAions  in  Lord  To<«nihend*s  time,  he  couM  have  fpoken  of  them  merrly 
from  report,  as  at  the  time  they  took  place,  he  was  at  the  univcrfity  dF 
Oxford. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  from  the  Lord  Cooimitteet  appointed  to  enquire 
Into  thecaiifesof  the  diforders  and  difturbances  which  prevail  in  feveral 
parts  of  this  Icingdom,  to  endeavonr  todifcover  the  promoters  of  them»  to 
prevent  their  extenfion,  and  to  report  the  refiilt  of  their  enquiries  to  the 
boufe,  made  the  following  report,  vn.     "* 

My  LordSf  I 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  diibrders  and  ' 
difturbances  which  prevail  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  to  endeavour 
to  difcover  the  promoters  of  them,  to  prevent  their  extenfion,  and  to  re- 
port the  refult  of  their  enquiries  to  the  Houfe,  have  examined  into  the  mat. 
ters  to  them  referred  as  tar  as  the  time  would  permit,  but  appirebending 
that  delay  may  be  attended  with  danger  in  the  prefent  circumlhmces  of  tne 
times,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  immediately  fuch 
information  as  they  conceive  to  be  material  for  the  prelent,  which  is  ac 
follows ; 

The  people  at  this  time  calted  defenders,  are  very  different  from  tho(e 
who  originally  aflfumed  that  appellation,  and  are  all,  as  far  as  the  Com- 
mittee could  difcover,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafton ;  in  general,  poor 
ignorant  labouring  men,  fworn  to  fecrecy,  and  imprefled  with  an  opinion 
that  they  are  aflifting  the  Catholic  caufe ;  in  other  refpe^s  they  do  not  ap- 
pear  to  have  any  diftin£l  particular  objefl  in  view,  but  they  talk  of  being 
relieved  from  hearth-money  tithes,  county  cefles,  and  of  lowering  their 
rents.  They  firft  appeared  in  the  county  of  Louth,  in  April  laft,  feveral 
of  them  were  anned,  they  affembled  moftiy  in  the  night,  and  forced  into 
the  houfcs  of  Proteftants,  and  took  from  tliem  their  arms.  The  diforders 
fopn  rpiead  through  the  counties  of  Meath,  Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  other 
parts  adjacent ;  at  iirft  they  took  nothing  but  arms,  but  afterwards  they 
j)lundered  the  houfes  of  every  thing  they  could  6nd.  Their  meafures  ap- 
pear to  have  been  concerted  and  conducted  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  and  ^ 
degree  of  regularity  and  fyftemnot  ufual  in  people  in  fuch  mean  coridition, 
and  as  if  directed  by  mtn  of  a  fuperior  rank.  Sums  of  money  to  a  confi- 
derable  amount,  have  been  levied,  ^nd  (till  continue  to  be  levied  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  fubfcriptlons  and  col- 
lections at  thf'ir  chapels  and  elfewhere  j  ibme  of  which  levies  have  been 
made,  and  ftill  continue  to  be  made  uncter  the  authority  of  a  printed  cir- 
cular letter,  which  has  been  fent  into  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  $  a  copy  of 
which  letter  we  think  it  our  duty  to  infert  herein* 

"Sir,    . 

*•  By  an  pnlci-  of  the  fub-committee*  dated  the  fifteenth  of  January,  I 
had  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  plan  for  a  general  fubfcription,  which  had 
fur^its  objc^  the  raifing  a  fund  for  defraying  the  heavy  and  growing-ex* 
pences  incurred  by  the  General  Comqfiittee,  in  condu^n^  the  affairs  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  as  feveral  miftakes  have  occurred  in  the  tranfmiflion 
of  thefe  letter.^,  owing  to  uiy  ignorance  of  the  addrefs  of  many  of  the  dele- 
gates, lam  direfled  to  infoim  you,  that  fuch  a  plan  is  now  in  forward- 
Aiffs  throughout  the  kingdom.  A  meafure  fo  ^rongly  enforced  by  neccT- 

*  pa  fity. 
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iityt  and  fo  confonant  tojuftice,  cannot  fait  to  attract  yoor  rtry  (erioos  ss- 
tention,  the  Committee  havingthe  moft  perfeA  reliance  on.  your  2eal,  ate 
therefore  confident  that  you  wiU  life  your  beft  esertiont  to  cairy  this  t^cti" 
fcry  budnefs  into  fiill  effefl. 
DMbltH^  Februofy  %t\ii  i792*  ' 

Signed  by  the, Secretary  of  the  fub-comniittee.** 

«  P.  S.  Iris  hoped- that  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  leC2cr» 
-Ibting  at  the  fame  time  whatever  progrefs  has  been  made  in  yoor  di^rid.** 

Several  fcditiout  and  inflamatory  papers  piibli(hcd  in  l>iibl2By  wmd  drl^ 
•peried  throagh  the  country,  feem  to  have  countenanced  and  cncowrag*d 
tthe  defenders  in  their  proceedings,  and  it  appears  that  letters  were  wiiitcn 
by  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Roman  Catholics  at  Dahiiay  pre- 
vious to  the  laft  fummer  aiiizes,  to  a  perfon  reHdent  at  Oundalk,  in  one  of 
which  the  (aid  perfon  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Roman  Catholic  Cooirnktce* 
•direded  enquiries  to  be  made,  touching  the  offences  of  which  the  Dan- 
ders then  in  confinement  were  accufed,  which  enquiries  will  be  heft  cz- 
gained,  by  inierting  the  (aid  letter  in  the  words  following. 

DuhiWf  9th  Augttflt  1792- 
"Dear  Sir, 
<'  I  received  this  day  your  favor  of  the  8th  inftant,  eoclofing  the  diX 
fdcnt  papers  rcfpefting  the  bufinefs  I  wrote  you.  It  is  widi  much  regret 
that  I  am  obliged  to  reply,  that  from  the  want  of  information  on  the  Tub- 
jeA  matter  of  the  indidments,  no  precife  opinion  can  he  finned  wheth-cr 
the  alkdged  offence  is  or  is  not  bailable ;  the  Comminee  are  coniequcDtly 
din  the  dfldi  as  to  the  mcafures  that  fhould  be  adopted,  nor  can  your  exer- 
tions accelerate  (as  it  feems)  that  period  until  the  aflxzes,  when  you  wiH 
be  able  to  obtain  office  copies  of  the  examinations.  Mr.  Ni^ent^s  hi^ 
ther  left  towA  this  day  Uuly  dtfconfolate,  in  not  being  able  to  efied  foes- 
•thing -towards  the  hbcration  of  his  kinfinan,  he  however  did  his  beft  in  the 
afRur. 

•«  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*•  your  obedient  Servant, 

*'  P.  S.  If  any  new  occurrence  fhould  happen,  be  good  enough  to  io* 
form  me  of  it." 

And  it  does  appear  that  the  faid  perfon  to  whom  the  (aid  letter  was  ad« 
dreffed  at  Dundalk,  did  employ  at  a  contiderable  expence,  an  agoic  aol 
counfel  to  zB.  for  (everal  perfons  who  were  ace u fed  of  being  definiderv, 
and  were  indited  for  offences  committed  by  them  in  the  county  of  Lostfa, 
one  of  which  offenders  appears  to  be  particularly  named  in  the  abore  let- 
ter. But  the  committee  think  it  their  duty  to  (late,  'that  nothing  appeared 
before  them  which,  could  le^  them  to  believe  that  the  body  of  Ste  Komaa 
Cotholics  In  this  kingdom  wer^  concerned  in  promoting  or  couutenaocing 
iich  dift urban ces,  or  that  they  were  privy  to  this  application  cf  any  p«Tt 
of  the  money  which  had  been  levied  upon  them,  however  fuf^icioos  the 
conduit  of  iil-difpofsd  individuals  of  their  perfuaJions,  rcfident  in  Dobbo, 
may  have  been.  If  all  the  magtftrates  in  the  dillui*bed  counties  bad  fol- 
lowed the  fpirited  example  of  the  few,  who,  much  to  their  honor,  exerted 
themlelves  with  vigour  and  courage  to  fupport  the  laws, -the  committee 
are  perfuaded  that  tbefe  dithirbances  might  have  been  fvpprefied ;  bat  in- 
(lead  of  doing  fo,  much  the  greater  part  of  them  remained  ina£iive.  The 
cpmmittte  are  ot  opinion  that  the  bell  meant  o£  itftoriiig  pennancnt  txaa- 
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^olUtty  in  the  difturb«d  counties,  would  be  to  procure  a  fufficient  ouinlKr 
of  affive,  rcfolute  and  fieady  magiftrates  tkeitin,  who^ould  exert  them- 
'  Icives  to  maintain  the  public  peace^  and  to  cut  off  from  thefe  deluded  peo- 
ple, all  Kopes  or  expsilation  of  fupport  or  defence  arifing  from  acomiboii 
fand  to  be  levied  upim  perfofis  of  their  communion. 

An  unuroai  ferment  has  for  feme  months  paft  difturbed  feveral  parts  «f 
the  north,  paittcularly  the  town  of  Belfaft  and  \ht  county  of  Atnrim,  it 
is  kept  and  encouraged  by  fedrtious  papers  and  pamphlets  of  the  moft 
.  dangcroOs  tendency,  printed  at  very  cheap  and  anconfiderable  rates  m 
'•  I>ublin  and  Betfaft,   which  iflue  almoft  daily  from  certain  fecieties  of  mea 
or  clubs  in  both  thofe  places,  catling  themfelves  committees  under  rarioat 
'  deicriptlons,  and  carrying  on  a  conftant  correfpondence  witb^eacb  other. 
Xhefe  publications  are  circulated  amongft  tjie  psoplciwtth  the  utmoft  in- 
duftry,  and  appear  to  be  calculated  to  deftme  the  Government  and  Parlia- 
ment, an$l  to  render  the  people  diflfatisfied  with  their  conditiofi  and  with^tbe 
laws.     The  condii^  pf  the  French  is  fliamefully  extolled,  and  recom- 
*  ntended  to  the  puh)ic  view  as  an  example  for  imitation !  hopes  and  exnee* 
tar  ions  have  been  held  up  of  their  a(iiftance  hy  a  defcent  upon  tliis  king- 
dom, and  prayers  have  been  offei^ed  up  at  Belfaft  fi'Om  the  pulpit,  for  the 
iucceis  of  their  arms,  in  the  prefence  of  military  afibctationt  vfaich  twti^ , 
been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  that  town.     A  body  of  men  aflbciatal 
themfeives  in  Dublin,  under  the  title  of  the  iirft  national  battalion,  their 
tmiform  is  copied  from  the  French,  green  turned  up  with  white,  white 
waiftcoat  and  ftriped  trowfers,  gilt  buttons  imprefled  with  a  harp  and  let- 
ters imponing  "  Firil  National  Battalion,^*  no  crown,  but  a. device  over 
the  harp  of  a  cap  of  liberty  upon  a  pike  j  two  pattern  coats  were  left  tt 
two  ihops  in  Dublin.    Several  bodies  of  men  have  been  coUeAed  iadif- 
lerent  parts  of  the  North,  armed  and  difciplined  under  officers  ehofen  bv 
themTeives,  and  composed  rooftly  of  the  loweft  clalTes  of  the  people.   Thefe 
bodies  are  dailv  encrcafmg  in  numbers  and  force;  they  have  exerted  tlidr 
bed  endeavours  :o  procure  military  men  of  experience  to  &&  as  thtir  of- 
ficers; fome  of  them  having  exprefsly  Hated  that  there  were  men  enough 
to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were  what  they  wanted.    Stands  of  arms  and* 
gunpowder  to  a  very  large  amount,  much  above  the  common  confumptioB, 
have  been  Tent  within  thefe  few  months  pafl  to  Belfaft  and  Newry,  and  or- 
ders given  for  a  much  greater  quantity,  which  it  appears  could  be  wanted 
only  for  military  operations.     At  Bettaft,  bodies  of  mtii  in  arms  are  drili- 
ed  and  exercifed  for  ff  veral  hours  aimoft  every  night  by  candle-light,  and 
attempts  have  been  made  to  feduce  the  foldiery,  which,  much  to  the  lie- 
nor ot  the  Ktng^s  fot-ces,  have  proved  ineffectual.     The  declared  objeft  of 
thefe  military  bodies  is  to  procure  a  reform  of  Parliament,  but  the  obvtoM 
intention  of  moft  of  them  appears  to  be  to  overawe  the  Parliament  and  tlB 
Government,' and  todi£kate  to  both.     The  committee  forbear  roentiomng 
the  names  of  feveral  perfons,  left  it  (hould  in  any  manner  afie6l  any  crimv- 
nal  profecutioo,  or  involve  the  perfonal  fafety  of  any  man  who  has  cook 
fdrward  to  give  them  information.     The  refult  of  their  inquiries  is,  tlMt 
in  their  opinion  it  is  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety  and  tranquillitjf 
of  this  kingdom,  to  permit  bodies  of  men  in  arms  to  aflemble  when  they 
pleafe,  without  any  legal  authority  j  and  that  the  exiftenceof  a  (elf- created 
rcprefentative  body  of  any  defcription  of  the  King^s  fubjefls,  tailing  upoa 
iiiflf  the  government  of  them,  and  levying  taxes  or  fubferiptions,  to  be 
applied  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  repre(entBtivetx>dy,  or  of  perfons  deputed 
by  them,  is  alfo  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety  and  tranquillity.   To 
]lirhich  the  Houfe  agreed  •- 
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Duhbi  Ca/U,  od  Mxanrf,  ^TfT. 
SIR, 
T  am  coimnasded  by  my  Lord  Lieutmaat  to  acqoaint  you,  tint  £rmm  Ac 
infoniiarioii  received  by  his  Excdlenqr  with  refpeSft  to  TviocB  pares  ef  the 
north  of  Irelindy  additional  roeaTures  to  tbofc  hitherto  tmpkjed  iar  par- 
Ibrriag  the  fwiblic  peace,  are  become  occediuy.  It  appean  Hbt  is  Cfe 
coDntiesofOcwoy  Antrim,  Tyrone,  DerryaadDomgaJ,  ftcnttaaid  f¥«»- 
Ibaable  aflbciatiot.^  ft  ill  continue  to  an  alarming  degree,  2ad  tktt  die  per- 
ioM  concemed  in  theie  aHbciations  are  attempting  to  4eiaL  ail  the  cb- 
doH  of  the  loyal  and  welUdifpoIed,  by  the  mcAns  of  terrar  ;  tkar  ctey 
thnaten  tl^  lives  of  all  who  (hall  venture,  from  rcgvd  to  ^faeir  dory  i 

.oodiof  aliegtance,  to  difcover  their  treafons;  that  theyaJiEBibie  is 

.  Bombers  by  nigbf,  aod  by  threats  and  force  difarm  the  peaceable  i 
tapts;  that  they  have  fired  on  his  Majefty's  jaftices  of  tbc  peace  when  e»- 
deavooring  to  apprehend  them  in  their  noduroal  robberies ;  ibat  glt^y 

.  thicatca  by  papm,  letters,  and  notices,  the  peifocs  of  thofe  who  IhaH  ms 
any  maniMr  rcnft  or  oppo(e  them  $  that  in  their  nightly  cxcnrtais  for  siie 

.  porpofe  of  difarming  his  Majelly's  loyal  fubjefts,  they  di%tttie  their  p^- 
MS  and  countenances ;  that  they  endeavour  to  colled  great  qoantickv  «£ 
aims  in  concealed  hidi^  places  $  that  they  have  cut  down  great  nnmbers 
of  trees  on  the  eftates  oftbe  gentry,  for  the  puqxiii;  of  making  pikes ;  tbar 
they  have  ftolen  grot  quantities  of  lead  for  the  caftin^  of  buUcts  j  tkar 
they  privately  by  night  excrcife  themfekes  in  the  praftice  of  arms :  thar 

•  they  endeavour  to  intimidate  perlbns  from  joining  the  yeomanry  corps 
cftabliihed  by  iaw  in  order  to  refift  a  foreign  enemy  $  that  they  afvit  to 

•  employ  in  maojii&dores  thofe  who  inlift  in  the  (aid  corps  ;  that  thqr  not 
,0Dly  threaten,  but  ilUtteat  the  per(pns  of  the  yeomanry,  and  even  attack 
their  hoo(cs  by  night,  and  proceed  to  the  barbarous  extremity  of  delibarate 
andfliocking  murder,  as  was  exemplified  in  their  recent  attack,  aod  mar- 
4lrr  by  night,  of  Mr.  Comyns,  of  Newtown  Ards,  and  that  they  proteis 
a  refohitioB  to  af&ft  the  enemies  of  his  Majelty^  if  they  (hould  be  cnabJbd 
to  hnd  in  this  kingdcm. 

It  further  appors,  that  theie  difturbances  and  outrages  exiil,  ami  even 
iocreafe,  as  weU  in  the  difthds  which  have  been  prod^medj  as  in  otber 
parts  of  the  country. 

Jn  order  therefore  to  reduce  the  perfbns  engaged  in  the  a&re^Lid  tRa(bo. 
.aUe  aflociatioos,  and  guilty  of  the  faid  atrocious  optrages,  to  foborduka^ 
tioB  to  die  laws,  and  to  give  confidence  to  the  weH-difpofed  among  bis 
]4ajefty*s  fobjeds,  and  iccority  to  their  properties  and  their  lives,  asd  t» 
pRVtat  any  afliftancc  being  given  to  the  enemy  by  the  difloyal  and  dliai* 
teAtd.  His  Excellency  has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  you  his 
pofitivc  orders,  that  you  take  the  moft  immediate  and  dccifive  meaAires  for 
di^ofing  oftbe  military  force  under  your  command,  aided  by  the  yco- 
■aaiuy ctfps,  ibr  immediately  difarming  all  perfoos  wbo  (hall  not  bear  his 
Id^^y's  cooimifiioo,  or  are  acting  trader  perfons  fo  commiffioncd,  orpcr- 
ioDS  holding  corainifiions  onder  the  aothority  of  the  yeomanry  ad,  or  per- 
tes  aift*!]^  mider  officers  fo  commiffioned,  and  after  making  fuch  difpofi- 
tion,  you  are  itquired  to  csiry  fuch  di&rmiiig  into  effiit. 

His  Excellency  gives  you  this  full  authority,  in  order  to  give  your  dif- 
crctkm  the  greateft  latitude,  relying  at  the  fame  time  on  your  prodfoce  and 
diicenuBcnt  in  the  exerciie  of  it,  lo  that  the  peaceable  and  well-affieded 
ir  :>\  re  prsteAed  againft  the  evil  dtfigns  of  thoic  who  have  threatened  tlibcir 
Ims  lad  property  with  de&ni^on. 

Bit 


STATE  PAriRS^  &C.  119 

His  Excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  againt  any  per* 
Cons  alTcnnbled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be*  to  difperfe  all  to- 
rn ultuou$  aifemblies  of  perfons,  though  they  ma^^  not  be  in  arm^*  witl^* 
put  waiting  for  the  fanfliop  and  affiftance  ot  the  civil  authority»  if  in  your 
opinion  the  peace  of  the  realnst  or  the  fafety  of  hit  Majefty*t  faithful  fob* 
}f:€i%  may  be  endangered  by  waiting  for  fuch  authority* 

His  Excellency  further  amhorizea  you  to  confider  thoie  parta  of  the 
country  where  the  outrages  before  ftated  have  been  committed*  or  where 
they  (hall  arife»  as  being  in  a  ftate  that  requires  all  the  meafures  of  exer- 
tion and  precaution  which  a  country  depending  upon  military  force  alone 
for  its  proteftion  would  require  i  and  you  are  therefore  required*  to  Na- 
tion your  troops  with  a  view  to  iutemipt  communication  between  thoie 
^vhom  you  may  havt  rrafon  to  fufpedl  or  evil  defigns  $  to  eftabliih  patiolea 
on  the  hieh  rosuls  or  other  pai&ges,  and  to  ftop  ail  perfons  paffing  and  re- 
pafRng  after  certain  hours  of  the  night»  and  in  order  completely  to  carry 
into  eneft  any  orders  or  regulations*  which  in  the  circamftances  of  the 
caXe'may  be  confidered  by  you  as  neceflary.    You  are  authorized  to  iflue 
notices  ftatine  the  regulations,  and  calling  upon  his  Majefty^s  fubje6b  ta 
be  aiding  and  a0ifting  therein. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5ec. 
TV  Lieut.  Gen.  Leake.  T.  P. 


DubHnCapUi  itthMaj^t  1797. 

MY  LORD, 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  havine  judged  it  expedient  to  call 
upon  his  MajcftyU  troops  to  exert  their  utmon  force  to  fnpprefs  a  Teditiousi 
and  traiterous  confpiracy  of  perfons  Ailing-  themfelves  United  Irifhmen,  I 
am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  trammit  to  your  Lordfliip  a  copy  of ' 
the  proclamation  ilTiied  on  this  fubjefV,  and  to  defire  that  your  Lordihip  • 
will  iflfue  the  neceffary  orders  to  the  troops  under  your  command  in  confeo 
quence  thereof.  His  Excellency  has  directed  me  to  reprefent  to  your  Lord* 
ihip,  that  as  the  traiterous  and  treafonable  defigns  of  thefe  confpirators  ex- 
tend to  the  fubveriSon  of  the  conftitotion  and  government,  it  will  be  ne* 
celTary  to  take  meafures  of  general  precaution,  fo  that  the  troops  may  be 
prepared  to  aft,  whenever  it  becomes  neceflary  to  have  recourie  to  their  ex-  • 
crtions.  In  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  where  thefe  defigns  iiave  been  ma« 
nifeiledbvaft^  of  open  violence,  it  will  be  neceflauy  to  give  the  ofiicers  of 
his  Majeity*8  troops  more  precife  direftions  for^  their  conduft.  In  fiich 
parts  of  the  kingdom  as  have  been  difturbed  by  noAumal  depredations* 
where  the  lives  of  his  Majefty^s  Ipyal  fubje6ls  have  been  endangered  by 
perfons  ^olleflcd  in  arms,  attacking  and  firing  upon  thtar  houfes,  and 
where  aifemblies  of  perfons  have  been  coUefted  for  the  pnrpofe  of  unlaw- 
fully cutting  down  trees,  or  perpetrating  other  afts  of  outrage*  military 
precaTition  mould  be  adooted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
nis  Majefty*8  loyal  fubjetls*  and  oppofing  by  the  moft  effeftual  means  fuch 
darin?  a61s  of  violence. 

Diligent  enquiry  ihould  be  made  refpe^ing  any  concealed  arms  or  am- 
munition) and  for  pikes,  and  pike  handles*  and  upon  information  thereofy 
officers  commanding  parties  ihould  be  dii«^ed  to  ftarch  for  and  feise  the 
fame. 

Any  perfons  armed  with  pikes  or  other  weapons*  in  refiftance  of  hia 
Majcft7*s  troops*  are  to  be  confidered  as  rtbeli  and  treated  accordingly. 

AU 
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All  perftfit  esKrciTing  dierofelTet  m  the  tife  i^anCM,  tiihler  peHaas  -iat 
Mwg  hns-  MajeAf  or  thtf  Loiti  LteoMnatit**  cdmiDiffion,  axe  to  hc^  &f' 
armed  and  apprriimded,  and  in  ea^  of  re6llftiice  ta  be  treated  as  reUA, 
and- at  it  appeai%  to  be  a  paiTof  theiyftem  of  thc#  c^f^vratonr  fo  ralbf-  f^ 
cppoKtmatf  of  funerals  and  other  oecafiont  to  dfl^mbt^  coniidcraCrfe  xrsfz,^ 
bert  of  pcrfonty  tlie-officersofbis  Majtfty^t  «rmf  ffceald  be  dire£tsd  k» 
|(Qfiuaifce  of  this  prodamattonto  watch  2A\  fuch' afllehiblies,  mati  iffroea 
tbeir  number  or  other  circnmftances  the  nitblic  |ieace  fliotild  sppemrtD  (e 
codkDgered)  they  wiH  di/jbet(e  them;  and  as  Various  attenms  have  ixca 
laadeto-rcdtiorhis  Majcny's  tn>0|»s  from  their  doty  and  allegiaacs,  y<r^ 
mU  direft  all  petfons  of  fofpictoos  app^rance,  who  Ihall  come  wirbrn  the 
Sites  of  any  entarapment,  barfi^k,  or  other  ftaticns  of  his  Mmje^U 
traope»  CO  be  detained. 

And  his  Excdlency  further  deiiresthat  your  Lordlhfp  will,  from  time 
ft>  time»  eoamnmicaee  fach  inftruftion'»  to  the  officers  of  hn  M^e^'a 
troop«>  at  you  fliall  deem  beft  adapted*  for  carrying  into  eifefi  hi&  £r- 
ccttcAC|:*s  ptnclamationt  and  as  local  exigencies  may  demand/ 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lordy 
Your  Lord(hip*s  moft  obedient. 
Humble  fervant, 

T0  SMrlCarbamptw,  THOMAS  PELHAM:. 

Commander  in  Chief. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  council,  it  is  die 
Commander  ia  Chief  *s  command,  that  the  military  do  a£t  without  wait* 
mg  fbrdireftiMia  &t>m  the  civil  mag^iftrates^  in  dtfpnrfing^  any  tumoltiwas 
wikisi^l  afieml>lies  of  perfons,  tbreatenjng  the  peace  of  the  rvafan  and  the 
fitfety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  hb  Majefty^s  loyal  ^ubjccls  wbtn^h- 
cvercoUeaoL 

Biftop  of  D^uw.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  very  ievere  and  per{onal  at- 
taek  whieh'the  learned  Lord  has  made  upon  me  will  juftify  me  in  troohling 
yonr  Lof^MHips,  though  onaccuftomed  to  ipeak  in  public. — My  Lordt« 
the  tone  in  which  the  learned  Lord  has  Ipokeh  of  me/  renders  it  xmpof- 
fible  that  r  (hodd  not  fay  fomething  to  defend  myfelf  from  an  aggreflun 
ib -unprovoked.  He  has  fpoleen  of  me  as  if  he  took  it  for  granted,  that 
oefther  f  nor  any  of  my  brethren  were  juftified  in  having  an  opinion  of  our 
own  on  atiy  fubjeft,  as  if  it  were  a  thing  of  courfe  that  we  (hoiild  always 
atdtfpt'theientimems  of  admmiftrationy  and  that  todiflFcr  from  them  in  any 
p#inr  were  a  flagrant  violation  of  our  fkcred  duty.  Whati  My  Lords, 
bti^  r  been  charged  with  ?  And  what  is  the  crime  which  has  provoked 
filth  afperity  f  I  am  charged  with  haviilg  been  one  of  many  highlv  re- 
fpefbible  name!  who  dared  fo  netltion  our  common  Sovereign,  and  Uy 
beibre  the  father  of  his  people  the  fofferings  iinder  which  we  labour.  Of 
that  meafure,  my  Lords,  I  am  proud— I  contend  for  it  tliat  coniklered  in 
atenftttntlonal  point  of  view  it  was  perfe6tly  legal,  aod  I  am  equally  coo- 
vineedthat  the  allegations  of  it,  notwithflandlhg  what  the  noble  Ldd  has 
alleged-  to  the  contrary,  were  perfeftly  and  ftriftly.  true-  1  have  not,  in- 
deed, compared  the  formal'  and  technlcaT  returns  of  the  imports  and  ex- . 
ports  of  this  or  that  manufa6^iirc  for  a  given  year  or  two-^but  I  am  con- 
?lBecd>  iVom  oeuht  and  perfcmal  examination  of  the  general  date  of  thai 
part  of  the  country^  from  tlic  general  teftimony  of  iu  inhabitanrs,  aad 
A«m  the  infiiHible  proof  Which  the  afpeift'of  the  country  cxhibks,  that  lU. 
aamifiiAoMs  and  us  tradfe  have  fuflfered,  aHnot!  to  annihilatioD/  The  no- 
ble 
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%>le  tnd  learned  Lord»  in  a  tone  of  conHdenoc  whkb  k  ib  pteuliar  to  him* 
aifott  that  I  went  about  ibliciting  fignaturet  to  this  petition.  I  aflfertf  in 
^ppolitkn  to  the  learned  I«ord,  that  the  ijifbrmation  which  he  ha|  received 
on  t^t  fubje^  U  (HGt*  I  deny  the  hSt :  but  were  it  tnie»  I  fee  nothing 
in  it,  which  e&ther  ai  gn  honeft  nan,  or  a  Proteflant  Biihcp,  I  ihould  bn 
afliamed  of.  For  thii  aieafure  the  lamed  Lord  hae  endeavoured  to  hold 
ane  forth  to  thtt  Houfe  and  to  the  public  at  a  cwlprit,  and  when  he  de- 
icribee  me  in  that  point  of  view,  hehoMs  me  up  emphatically  as  a  Blifaop* 
Is  this  the  condu^i  of  one  pinfefling,  as  the  learned  Lord  does,  fuch  aenl 
for  the  fupport  of  the  eAabliflied  church  f  If  fuch  be  his  treatment  of  hit 
friends,  the  Catholics  have  little  reafon  to  regret  his  friendfliip*  But  what 
it  the  impropriety  in  a  Proteftaot  Biihop  uniting  with  his  fellow  fubjeda 
in  a  petition  to  the  Crown  ?  Is  the  right  to  petition  abrogated  {  or  is  it 
become  treafon  to  complain  I  If  it  be,  and  that  I  havje  tranigtelTed  in  this 
9€k  of  mine  any  law  of  the  Umd,  why  have  I  not  been  profecuted  ?  For 
iurely  the  law*of&c«rs  of  the  Crown  did  not  want  inclination  for  the  taic«-» 
Or  il  T  have  been  guilty  of  any  indecorum  to  the  Houfe  by  exerting  what  I 
confidered  a  conftitutionsl  right,  why  has  not  the  learned  Lord  come  boM« 
ly  forward  to  move  for  its  cenfore  on  me.  I  afliire  the  learned  Lord  that 
-  te  any  chaftiicment  of  the  Houfe  I  fliall  fobmit  with  becoming  huroilitvv 
mt  the  iame  time  that  I  ihall  entertain  for  his  difapprobation  or  praiie  tM 
moft  pcrfoft  indiffiercnce.  My  Lords,  I  feel  that  1  am  warm  on  this  iiib* 
je5^— .1  pray  your  Lordihips^  pardon,-  and  bee  you  will  excufe  me*  inter- 
•fted  as  I  muft  be  in  the  ftrong  cxpreflions  vmich  have  been  ufed  towards 
aie,  I  have  not  been  quite  temperate.  The  Chancellor,  in  that  ftile  of  in- 
terrogatory which  feems  to  imply  (b  much,  and  which  really  means  (b 
little,  aiks  whether  your  Loitiaiips  will  meet  treafon  and  murder  and  coa- 
ipiracy,  with  meafuies  of  conciliation— «with  Parliamentary  Reform  and 
Cttholic  Emancipation  ?  I  anfwer,  my  Lords,  thar  theie  are  the  only  re- 
medies which  in  our  prefent  circumftances  are  likely  t&  be  cfieAnal.  Of 
Catholic  emtncipatton-— a  full  and  complete  emanctpatioftMan  admilfi4il 
to  all  the  rights  and  privil^s  which  a  liibjeA  can  claim,  I  have  been  d- 
ways  a  decided  friends— I  have  always  thought  it  was  amodiire  not  merely 
of  found  policy,  but  of  &n6t  right;  nor  has  any  thing  which  has  falkii 
from  the  noble  Lord  to-night,  or  at  any  former  time,  tended  in  9ny  degree 
to  (hake  my  confidence  in  that  opinion— ^equally  convinced  am  I,  that  a 
fait  and  fair  reform  of  the  repreientation  of  the  people  is  a  meafure  of  wif- 
doffl  and  necefiiihr— I  (ee  nothing  but  this  meafure  which  can  nowreftore  to 
Ireland  the  bleflings  of  tranquillity  and  content.  I  have  fome  property 
hi  this  country-^it  is  not  a  great  deal»«but  it  is  fufficient  to  intereft  me  in 
the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  ftate.  I  have  alfo  Qiy  preferment  in  the 
church,  both  of  thefe  bind  me  to  confult  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
country ;  and  I  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  beliet,  that  unlefs  thefe  mtafont 
be  adopted,  my  property,  and  that  of  every  other  gentleman  In  the  coub* 
try— nay,  the  country  itfelf,  is  gone  t  The  learned  Lord  has  mentioned 
fomething  of  letters  which  talked  of  a  change  of  Miniftry,  &c.— >Ikno«r 
not  whether  he  alludes  to  me— If  he  does,  I  aver  thai  I  have  not  for  man^ 
years  received  any  letters  from  Great  Britain  which  expieifed  the  moft  dif* 
tant  hope  being  entertained  of  a  change  of  Minifters.  However  defiraUn 
fuch  an  event  might  be  to  the  true  fhends  of  both  countries,  I  confeft  1 
fee  no  reafon  to  think  that  that  event  is  not  now  as  difbnt  as  ever.  WhaN 
ever  die  fate  of  the  country  may  be-^uid  I  dKad  that  fote— it  will  be  don 
to  the  prefent  Minifters. 

Lord  DmtfkMy  fupported  the  motion  with  much  ability}  he  fheered 
that  the*prelent  fyftem  warn  the  CBulc  of  t}is  eiifting  dififontantsoa  a  ipiHt ' 
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T  nwakfurtt  and  that  wherethe  people  of  Irdand  wcie  treated  hj  i 

Vrith  loiity  and  indulgence,  they  wcrr  profibftiotiabl|f lowland 4^ 

It  bad  been  a(ked  of  tbe  noble  Eairl  who  made  t^  motaofi^  trh^  ^  bad  9oC 

.  DOW  brought  before  the  Houfe  a  cazalogne  of  rhoie  tikitmoca  cnKldn 

t  inrhich  he  had  detailed  in  tbe  BritUh  Hotife  of  Peers  f    Inftead  of  boi^ 

aflicd  fuch  a  queftion,  the  noble  and  learned  Lohl  Aooid  xadKr  ba«f 

-  thanked  hun  for  the  conciliating  and  pacific  manner  in  whkb  be  prepaftil 

to  a£l.— -But  if  noble  Lords  wanted  fuch  a  catalogue,  be  coald  fimiifr  thra 

^-he  could  relate  to  them  not  (imply  the  burning  of  hoofes*  but  the  mm- 

der  in  cool  blood  of  their  inhabitants— be  could  gire  them  «n  acaoiac  ot 

three  men  particularly,  who,  after  having  had  their  bon&a  biirat  «•  ibr 

ffround,  were  (hot  by  the  militanr  after  having  been  for  iibiae  tine  pD- 

loners  j  and  he  could  add  to  tliele  accounts  the  moch  more  nuaecxs  in- 

.  iiancca  of  men  torn  from  their  family  and  country,  and  w^boat  the  fsna 

of  a  trial  tranfported  for  life.     He  decbred  himfelf  a  friend  to  iMthtbs 

.  meafures  of  conciliation  which  had  been  mentioned— Catholic  IBmmtof^ 

tion  andPariiamencary  Reform.' 

Earl  Mwra  in  reply.— -My  Lords,  the  noble  Baron  who  £poke  ftcaad 
.  in  this  debate,  and  the  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolfack  have  botn  6»L  tbtf 
.  my  arrival  in  this  country  has  produced  much  raifcfaief,  and  grcady  ir- 
Aamed  drfcontent.    If,  my  Lords,  (b  much  dan^jer  weic  to  be  apfm- 
bended  by  my  coming,  thofe  whofe  mifreprefentattona  fo  widefiy  and  iii 
wantonly  circulated  of  my  condu£l  in  another  country,  naade  it  atcefary 
that  I  (hould  come,  are  chargeable  with  the  mifchief.    Tbe  Boble  Lads 
have  iiiid  aUb,  that  the  difcuuion  in  which  we  are  mom  eima^ed  will  ag- 
gravare  the  diforders  which  are  already,  fo  mUchievoos— if  to,  mj  iMfii, 
they  who  have  made  the  difcuflion  neceflary  by  refifting  a  motiao  of  esad- 
liation  and  peace  are  to  be  blamed  fbr  the  con(iK}uenees.   The  noble  Baroa 
who  thought  (it  fo  eloquently  to  oppole  my  motion,  began  hia  fyee^  by 
ln(inuating  that  a  fomething  had  taken  place  fomewhere,  wbicb  with  rt- 
.  IpeA  to  this  Houle  he  did  not  think  hecommr— the  noble  BaroA  appeand 
to  labour  nnder  great  difficulty  in  (lating  what  that  fomething  was    It 
however  at  lead  appeared  to  be  the  motion  which  I  had  the  honoor  of  fub- 
nitting  to  the  Bntiih  Parliament  on  this  fubjeA.    But  tbe  nobk  Bana, 
though  apparently  much  difcontented  with  my  fpeech  on  that  occafioa, 
.  could  not  Itate  exaflly  in  what  the  irregularity  or  it  eonfifted .    The  leaiwd 
'    Lord  on  the  Woolfack  who  followed  him,  declared  himfelf  cqvally  di&- 
f  iafied  with  my  condu6l  on  that  occafion,  but  labonred  under  the  fcns 
difficulty  in  (bating  in  what  the  breach  of  order  or  want  of  vrfpnft  m  this 
Houle  con(i(ied.    Of  my  attachment  to  the  independence  of  the  Iriii  Le- 
^iflature,  neither  of  the  noble  Lords  furely  can  entertain  any  doubt  |  aod 
It  behoved  the  learned  Lord,  who  feems  alfo  to  charge  my  condo^loo  ihst 
occalion,  with  being  boftile  to  that  independence,  to  have  known  thit  the 
.motion  which  I  then  made  wa^  perfd^ly  coofiflcnt  with  the  pcrftfi  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Legiflatuie  of  Ireland,  and  consonant  to  that  l^irit  on 
which  the  connexion  of  the  two  countries  is  founded.   Tbe  knrned&aid 
Aiouid  have  known  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  coontry  n  apfioi*ierf 
by  a  commifTion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  £ngland.*»tliat1lfc'teeef«eabis 
inftniflions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  under  the  KingVfignet— tlat 
be  is  bound  to  obey  the  inflru^lions  which  he  reeeivb^  thromi  &  tncdiuB 
of  that  Secretary,  a  member  of  the  Britilh  Cabinet;  and  tbattbeiefbfe  it 
.is  under  the  fpeciai  inftrudion  of  that  Cabinet  that  he  afi4.  Through  what 
channel,  then,  could  applicatiori  be  made  to  corred-  the  abiiftf  of  the 
Iriih  Executive  but  (hroU|;h  the  channel  of  the  Bntifli  PartimeM^  to 
whom  only  that  Cabinet  is  refp^nlible  f   Tne  learned  Lord  oiigkt  haw 
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I^mroed  further  on  the  AibieA :— ^e  might  have  learnect  thaf,  ifthe  eondtift 
of  an  Iriih  Lord  Lieutenant  is  not  ccnfurable  by  the  BritiOi  LegrAattirVy 
she  Iriih  Lord  Lieutenant  holds  a  dtuation  which  the  Britifh  Conftjtntion 
^1  (claims  ami  abhors— «  iltuation  deHitute  of  refponfibility,  for  the  Irifli 
PvrKament  cannot  take  cognizance  of  the  conduA  of  the  Viceroy  appointed ' 
by   the  Crown  and  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain.    The  jurifdia^on  of  the 
Sritifh  Parliament  over  the  condo^  of  the  Irifli  Viceroy  the  learned  Lord 
might  have  feen  afcertained  by  the  higheft  authorify,  by  Lord  Coke  him- 
fclfy  who  lays  it  down  as  a  principlcj  that  wherever  the  King*s  Seals  go, 
there  doet  the  authority  of  Parliament  extend.     But  laying'  afide  thofe  ar- 
guments which,  from  the  nature  of  them,  the  noble  Lord  mieht  be  fup- 
pofed  to  know,  there  is  another  which  proves  that  iu  what  I  did  on  tbat 
ttccafion  I  was  perfeflly  well  founded — it  was,  that  (hou^h  the  fubjeft  of 
nay  motion  was  far  from,  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  Britiih  Peers,  vet 
no  attempt  was  made  to  fto|5  me  from  proceeding  under  any  fuppofed  idea' 
that  the  fubje£l  was  one  unfit  for  the  difcufTion  of  that  Houfe.    A  great 
number  of  the  British  Peers  were  by  no  means  politically  friends  to  me—* 
they  would,  tht:refore,  have  gladly  availed  themfelves  of  fuch  an  objec-  . 
tion  to  tiie  motion,  had  it  been  liable  to  fuch  objeflion.    The  learned 
Lard,  in  a  very  long  fpeech,  has  gone  into  an  elaborate,  »ndl  will  allow, 
an  able  detail  of  the  conceflions  which  Great  Britain  has  made  to  Ireland 
for  feme  years  back.    I  do  not  fee  bow  that  detail  bears  on  the  prefent 
queftion,  but  I  will  fay  of  thofe  fbcceflive  demands  and  concefllons  which 
have  been  made,  that  they  were  fuch  as  in  an  improving  eountry  might  na- 
torally  have  been  expsfted.     Every  new  advamage  which  Ireland  enjoyed 
enlarged  her  fphere  of  adion,  and  made  her  know  the' value  of,  and  feel 
the  nectfTity  for  others.     I  will  fay  ftill  farther,  rthat  if  thefe  were  concef* 
fions  made  to  the  demands  of  Ireland,  they  were  equally  beneficial  to' 
Great  Britain,  for  the  wealth,  of  Ireland  is  the  ftrength  of  Gi-eat  Britain^ 
as  I  would  fay  that  the  weaknefs  or  poverty  of  Great  Britain  would  be  the 
calamitv  of  Ireland. 

The  learned  Lord  a(ks,  whether  I  do  not  helievethat  there  exifts  in  this 

country  a  dangerous  confpiracy  againft  the  Government  ?    My  Lords,  T 

do  believe  there  exiils  fuch  a  confpiracy,  and  I  attribute  the  exigence  of 

that  confpiracy  to  the  fevere— the  unconftituriontfl  meafures  which  Go- 

vemment  have  adopted  ;  I  attiibute  much  of  the  danger  and  much  of  the 

difturbances  which  exift,  to  that  mod  impolitic  and  lamentable  meafure, 

the  recal  of  my  Lord  Fitzwilliam  ;  I  predicted  it  when  I  fiift  heard  of  that 

meafure,  and  (  have  been  too  true  a  prophet.  The  fyftem  which  was  eon^* 

tinued  fubfequent  to  that  event — a  lyftcm  of  coercion,  of  cruelty,  and  of 

blood,  has  aggravated  the  evi),  and  driven  the  people  to  the  moft  dangerous 

and  unconftitutional  fleps ;  as  means  of  fnppofed  frlf-defence  againft  the 

extreme  feyerity  of  their  Government.    The  learned  Lotxi  has  thought 

proper  to  allude  tonewfpapers  and  pamphlets,  and  argue  from  what  they 

rtftort  a»  my  fpeech,  as  if  it  were  really  mne.     In  one  of  thofe  publica* 

rions  I  am  made  to  fay  what  certainly  I  never  faid-^that  the  troops  in 

Ireland  were  taught  to  look  on  every  Infliman  as  a  rebel,  and  treat  him 

accordingly.    It  would  have  been  extrcme'y  abfuni  in  me  to  have  ufed  fucH 

anexpreflion,  generally,  of  the  troops  in  Ireland,  for  many  of  thofe  troops 

are  themfelves  Irifh.    What  I  faid  was  "  tha;  the  foreign  troops  which 

wert  fent  .to  Ireland  vvent  thither  under  an  unfortunate  prejudice,  which 

earehad  been  taken  to'inltil  into  there,  that  every  man  they  met  there  wat 

artbel."     HH  Lorddiip  is  aUb  pleafed  to  (ip  that  he  would  not,  were  he 

I  general  officer  commanding  the  army  in  Ulfter,  be  much  obligcil  to  me 

for  faying  that  I  was  fure  they  did  not  a£l  with  theif  inclination  In  dif. 

q  a  chargirg 


cbacginp  the  late M^kn  of  Govemncnt,  .  I  wn  fare«t)iat  tkcfe  ^ 
would  bod  it  an  unplrafant  duty  were  they  bound  to  oECOitcoii  the  people 

a  puniiliroent  legaliy  infliaed.  I  am  fufe  it  moA  be  (Hit  man  fo,  wfaese 
they  are. obliged  to  exert  meafures  of  extraordinary  fe^edty.  I  kaov 
too  the  delicate  (ituation  in  which  an  officer  is  pi  needy  when  he  te  appoist- 
ed  to  execute  fu/ch  orders  at  tho/e  under  which  GeDcrelXtake  and  ochrra 
aftcd.— I  know  how  difficult  it  is  in  Aich  ciicunftances  to  avoid  btmg 
fniiled  by  the  miftatemrnts,  the  falft^hood  or  the  paifionaof  otbcn,  to  ads 
perhaps  more  fever e  thi^n  the  truth  of  drcuroftancet  would  warrant.  With 
refpeS  to  the  crimes  which  had  been  perpetrated  in  the  counter  of  Armagh, 
I  did  ihite  in  that  ipeech  that  I  believed  the  Government  might  have  coa- 
nivecl  at  the  enoimities  which  were  then  pra^lifcd  j  and  certainly  tho<c  enor- 
mlties committed  aga  nil  a  clafs  of  men  at  that  tme  known  to  be  fufpe^ed 
by  Governnoent  as  hoftile,'  and  committed  by  the  palpable  connivaiice  o£ 
the  magiftratesy ,  nught  well  j^Uify  the  fufpicion.  Another  of  the  mcafares 
which,  taking  my  ipeech ^rom  the  public  prints,  his  Lordfhip  aflms  I 
attributtd  to  Government,  without  any  ratirnal  ground,  was  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Union  Star.  Without  enquiiing  very  minutely  what  tbde 
publications  mav  have  faid  of  me*  I  will  tell  the  learned  Lord  what  I  did 
fay  on  that  occahon  s  I  did  fay  that  there  was  fomething  {o  extravagastly 
abfurd  in  that  pa[»er,  fomething  fo  inconfiiient  with  its  pxofeiicd  end,  af« . 
iai&nationp  in  dderibing  publicly  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  be  a^ffi. 
luued,  by  which  thty  would  naturally  be  put  upon  their  guard,  diat  I  did 
think,  and  ftill  retain  that  opinion,  that  it  was  as  likely  to  be  written  by 
theen«^mies  of  that  party  oa  whom  the  imputation  of  it  was  to  fall«  as  by 
t|ie  party  itielf. 

But  of  the  iaSls  which  I  alluded  to  in  the  BritiOi  Houfe  of  Peers,  aa 
proois  cf  the  extreme  cruelty  of  the  fyftem  which  was  carried  on  m  In- 
laud,  his  Lordfliip  denies  tlie  truth.— One  of  thofe  fa^s  was  the  ftrasgln^ 
of  one  Shawv  in  order  to  induce  a  confeffion, .  and  his  Loidibip  aflcrts  thit 
the  rope  ^mu  §nfy  put  round  his  neck,  hut  that  he  was  not  adually  fo^ 
peode4.  Irepeat  my  former  aifertion,  that  he  did  aAually  undeigo  a  pro- 
cefs  of  ftrangulation»  and  that  more  than  once  !  His  Lordfbip  has  alluded 
to  am^ther  part  of  my  fpeech,  and  triumphantly  denies  that  the  curfew  re- 
guladion  was  fo  rigoroully  enforced  in  a  panicular  inftance  as  I  was  fop. 
poikd  to  have  mentioned.  In  defcribing  the  leverity  of  U>  arbitrary  a. 
incs|Ciire«  J  took  the  liberty  to  fuppofe  a  cafe  in  which  the  enforcement  of 
it  vould  be  attended  with  great  hardihip— flie  cafe  was  that  of  a  partat, 
viatchingat  night  over  bis  dying  child,  and  obliged  in  fuch  circumilanoea 
to  put  out  his  lights,  by  the  order  of  a  military  patrol.  It  fo  happened, 
that  fuch  a  eaie  as  this  did  occur,  though  witli  icme  circumftances  kfs  «y« 
gravating  than  I  had  ftated.  T^e  papers  related  this  fuppofitioD  of  niine 
as  if  it  hafi  been  a  real  fa£k  I  had  been  defchb  ng,  and  his  Lordfliip  fiip-> 
pofing  me  convi^led  of  error  in  this  inflance,  labours  .to  prove  that  tlicre* 
fore  the  other  fa&s  which  I  had  related  deferved  no  cirdit.  But  to  pals 
OFer  thefe  lefs  important  points,  und  to  come  to  the  bofiatffa.  before  os^ 
The  learned  Lcrd  aiks*  whether  I  wouki  oppofe  the  ilow  procefs  of  bws  to 
men  banded  in  open  rebellion  ?  I  will  aniwer  the  queitioo  by  bidding  hioL 
Ibew  me  the  rebellion  s  and  while  I>aik  him  to  do  ib,  I  cannot  hd^  ex- 
prcffing  my  rrgret  that  his  LordJhip  deals  fuch  flrong  charges  ib  liberally^ 
and  flings  the  epithet  rebel  on  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland.  My 
Lordsy  before  a  nation  be  coBvided  of  this  heavy  crime,  and  the  punifii* 
ment  of  it  ix^flifledy  there  ought  to  be  fome  proof-— there  ought  to  be  the 
f  ron^ eft  proofs.  Where  are  they  }  Tbe  learned  Lord  has  brought  the 
cafe  of  Colonel  Hay^  to  juftify  (be^lyAein  which  has.  beea  cerri^  on  ta 

Ireland. 


Tnlaad.'  Let  «it  ftftte  to  your  Lordttitps  whitt  the  €i(^'wti4  •/  IfnacNhyBett 
'ftiad  been  takcii.at  Cfaouieftow^.    Be  was  AiiF«t(xl  to  go  on  parole  to  hit 
own  tioofe.    He  iras  not  contented  with  rftioatDin^  %  prifoner  on  parole-— 
Kc  irolmitarily  came  forward  and  look  the  o»th>  oi*  aUegiance— lie  foon  be-* 
gan  to  iatriguty  and  f>btained  the  command  of  Colimel  of  Militia  in  the* 
enerny^a  army»  he  corrupted  a  battalion  of  our  Militia  which  had  been  * 
^nroiW  and>atteAcd}  hewa«d«teded  carrying  thcro  off  at  the  very  nio-- 
nient  when  the  enemy  were  coming, down  upon  us.     He  was  tried  by  w 
Court  of  Enquiry,  and  executed.     Bui  it  is  neceflary  to  inform  your* 
iKUxKhips  that  this  Court  of  Enquiry  was  the  only  criminal  court  known 
in  the  country  i  it  was  adopted  from  the  example  uf  the  enemy,  and  it 
was  fo  far  fuperior  to  a  court  martial,  that  the  officer  who  pi^ttded  in  it" 
was  refponfible  for  every  official  a^.   But  what  analogy  would  the  learned' 
X^ord  drawn  between  this  cafe  and  any  which  can  occnr  in  Ireland  ?  Americai 
was  in  a  ftatc  of  open  rebellion,  there  was  cf  courfr  a  complete  diflblutton 
of  civil  government.     Does  the  nohle  Lord  mean  to  fay  that  fticlt  is  the. 
ftate  of  Ireland  ?     He  ought  to  know  that  in  Iicland,  in  its  prelent  ctr*- 
cumftances,  martial  law  cannot  exift  in  any  part  of  it.   Would  he  make 
the  exigence  of  a  fociety  of  United  Iriflimen,  however  culpable  or  mifled* 
they  may  be,  a  pretext  for  the  rufpenfion  of  civil  government,  and  for 
laying  the  country  proArate  under  a  military  force  ?    Tyranny  could  only> 
rcaibn  thus  1    Tyranny,  which  never  wants  a  colour  to  give  a  ihade  td  its* 
tme  defigns.    America  was  then  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.     Irdind  ts  ftiil' 
at  peace,  and  yet- 1  will  venture  to  fay,  that  thei«  were  fewer  capital  and' 
fummary  executions  in  America,  for  twelve  months  of  that  period,  than 
there  have  been  in  Ireland  for  the  lad  year! 

But  the  noble  Baron  near  me  has  read  to  the  Hoofe  a  flipcking  catalogue 

of  the  vmrders  which  have  been  perpetrated  by  theinfurgntnts;  he  has* 

mentioned  among  them  the  recent  one  of  a  generous  and  valiant  officer ;  it' 

IS  horrid  indeed  in  all  its  ciroumftances,  and  I  feel  its  full  horror.    Bat 

do  thefe  dreadful  crimes  fiimtdi  any  argument  on  this  queftion^    If  thejr 

4o,  I  will  fiad  for  the  noble  Baron  another  crime  to  match  it,  equally  * 

horrid  $  if  he>go  on  with  his  reckoning,  I  will  accompany  him  and  find* 

bim  death  for  death  !     But  furely  we  are  nor  here  to  fettle"  an  account  of^ 

blood.     I  wifliedto  avoid  the  (hocking recital,  and  did  h«pe  that  at  laft  a 

roeafuieof  conciliation  and  peace  wouhl  have  been  received.     I  have  beea 

aAced,  why  I  did  not  here  bring  forward  that  lift  of  cruelties  and  murdi^rs 

which  1  had  mentioned  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Peera  f    It  was  for  this  rtat* 

fon  {  becaufe  I  thought  it  would  have  been  for  the  benefit,  for  the  honour 

of  the  country,  if  all  that  had  pafled  had  been  forgotten.    But  let  it  not  be* 

fuppofed  that  the  enormities  which  have  been  committed  in  this  country 

aiie  ior  ever  buried  in  oblivion.     If  your  Lord(hips  (hall  not  agree  to  thta> 

mo|ion»  I  (hall  immediately  move  for  a  Committee  to  enquire  intotbefo 

crimes,  and  by  whai  means  they  have  been  perpetrated  and  remain  un» 

pum(hed.     If  they  are  not  denied,  I  will  take  Them  as  admitted  aiid  ia-> 

mented,  for  I  (tneerely  hope  they  are  To.    But  if  thev  are  denied^  I  will 

bring  fuch  proof  t9  your  bar  aa.will  extort  belief,  and  the  proceedings  of 

the  Committee  on  that  (ubje^l  ihall  eonvey  the  grievances  and  fuflRerings  of' 

the  Irfih  people  to  the  Throne. 

The  noble  Lord  aflcswhetl>er  I  believe  reform  and  emancipation  will 
conciliate }  I  think  they  will.  They  will  give  to  the  people  of  this  conn* 
try  every  thing  they  can  want ;  nor  can  I  believe,  that  aftef  what  haa^ 
bmn  done  by  Prance  in  every  nation  in  which  (he  has  had  interference,  there 
are  any  people  in  Ireland  fo  mad,  as  to  wiih  to  (ee  a  French  army  in  thi« 
coimtfy.   The  people  of  Ireland  a«e  noc^fi  dull.  If  any  entenain  a  wiAi  fo^ 

abfurd, 
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ablWrd,  it  nraft  be  fagjgtfted  br  the  deHrilmi  to  ftftich  men  ire  drmc  W 
tlK  fevtre  and  anrelenting  mcaturet  with  which  Govemmeiit  hit  jmrfaeA 
them.  If  that  fytleni  be  relaxed,  and  in  the  place  of  croel  and  haA  mo. 
Iwvs,  iDild  a]]d'conciliatof7  fncafures  are  adopted,  the  people  wiii  tnk  to 
be  deluded.  Grant  them  tbefe  two  great  obje6ls  of  their  poriiiit,  and  cvoi 
tboueh  attempts  Ihould  ftill  be  made  to  m'dlcad  them,  the  means  of  dni^ 
ti>  will  be  removed.  But  wbil?  pains  and  penalties  are  fixed  &t  etciy  cor. 
ner  of  thf  ir  path,  can  it  be  expelled  they  ihovld  walk  in  them  with  f^ea« 
fore  and  contentment  ? 

Bot  his  Lordikip  afki  you,  can  yon  believe  that  thefe  men  fneaa  rea% 
nothing  more  than  retcrm  and  emancipation  ?  I  aft  w4iat  reaiba  has  the 
Hoofe  to  bcHeve  they  have  any  other  ultimate  and  remote  obJeQ  ?  TSae 
proof  his  Lordihip  gives  you  is  abetter  of  Mr.  Toners,  in  which  he  dedutt 
when  he  ia  Conning  a  conftitution  for  the  United  Irifliiiieny  that  it  h  rnt 

C'vate  opinion,  that  all  they  aredoing  will  be  of  little  vfe,  aid  that  nothrig 
rtof  a  reparation  will  be  effe£lua].  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  appa- 
rent from  the  words  of  this  letter  itftir,  that  Mr.  Tone  did  not  bcl  e7e  that 
Ui  opinion  was  that  nf  the  perfons  to  whom  he  sdJrefied  himlelf,  nor  can  I 
'tlUDk  it  reaibnable  to  fuppoie  when  m^n  profefs  to  look  for  ebie6ls  that  are 
'  certainly  uieful  to  them,  that  it  is  not  thefe  bot  others  that  they  am  at. 
KoMT  can  any  man  doubt  whether  the  events  that  have  taken  place  in  Irdasd 
lor  fame  years  back,  gave  both  the  Catholic  and  Prefl^terian  an  interrd  tsi 
both  of  tbefe  meafures?  The  Prcfbyterian,  when  he  heard  it  decbred  m 
Pkritament  itfeif  that  fueh  was  its  conftttution,  that  half  a  million  bed  bcem 
caqieoded  to  pacify  one  opposition,  and  that  anoiher  half  million  wouH  be 
wanted  for  the  fame  purpofe,  would  he  not  natnrally  conceive  himieU  inter- 
ifted  in  obtaining  a  more  economical  reprefentation  of  the  people  f  And 
woukl  it  not  be  natural  for  the  Catholic  to  fuppofe  tbn,  ifany  pcrioM  of 
his  petfoafion  were  in  the  Reprefentative  Body,  fo  many  hundred  CaChnfic 
ftmilies  would  not  have  been  driyen  from  their  homes  and  conatry,  wifhoiit 
veeting  any  help  from  the  Magiftrate  or  Legillature  f 

The  learned  Lord  a(ked  whether  I  have  confidered  hofw  hr  Catholic 
csnancipetion  was  praAicable,  confiftently  with  the  Conftitntion  ?-^  an- 
fwer, that  I  have :  Catholic  Emancipation  is  an  ilUchofen  phrafe,  at  pre- 
fent  nfcd  to  fignify  the  admiflion  of  the  Catholic  to  a  participation  of  the 
powers  of  the  State.  At  prefent  there  is  nothing  which  prerents  a  Ca- 
tholic peer  from  taking  his  feat  in  this  Houfe,  but  the  oatn  of  fupienucy 

there  is  no  principle  of  the  Conftitution  which  forbids  it,  and  it  de- 
liorved  well  to  be  confidered  whether  the  fpeculative  religions  opinions  of  a 
man  Ihould  prevent  his  enjoyment  of  his  civil  rights— -nothing  more  fliecld 
be  required  on  that  head  than  fuch  a  iecurity  from  a  man  as  wonld  prevent 
htm  trom  ofmg  the  power  with  which  he  is  entrufted  to  effe6l  a  fubvcrfioo 
of  the  Conftitntion  or  Religion  of  the  State.— As  to  thofe  ftatements  of 
the  trade  of  Belfaft  which  I  had  mentioned  in  my  fpeech  on  this  fobjed  in 
Great  Britain,  and  which  the  learned  Lord  has  contradifled,  I  certainly 
did  not  take  that  ftatement  from  the  Cuftom-honie  retuin«.<— My  informa- 
tion on  that  fubjeft  I  derived  partly  from  the  commnnications  of  merchanu 
whom  I  occalionally  faw  from  that  port,  and  who  in  thofe  commnmca- 
eions  I  have  full  certainty  did  not  mean  to  deceive  me. — It  was  a  inb}eA 
however  in  which  cm>r  might  take  place,  but  1  formed  my  opinion  on 
the  fubjefk  from  foraelhing  more  certain  than  thofe  loofe  communications. 
-».I  formed  it  from  the  great  diminution  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
VTclk  Ind-a  trade  of  that  port.  In  the  year  between  January  1795  and 
1796,  there  bailed  twtnt/^e  (hips  from  the  port  of  Belfaft  j  in  the  year 

ending 
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•ndtng  January  17 97 >  there  were  bui  ttvehtei  and  in  the  yew  ending 
January  179S,  there  waa  k^i4jf0  ! 

Thf  learned  Lord  hfia  thought  fu  when  fpeakin^  of  the  linked  IrUh* 
men*  their  Executive  Dire^lory,  and  their  ambafladorst  to  fay  that  Ma 
JLordihip  rhottflht  I  was  not  imarquainted  with  them,    I  know  not  eje^ 
n6i\y  whether  he  means  by  this«^[The  Chancellor  interrupted  to  explain^ 
Ke  only  meant  that  as  the  amhaflailorft  at  Liile  were  certainly  Beltaft  Aien» 
he  fkTobably  nng^ht  have  known  them,  though  certainly  not  in  that  capa- 
city]  I. do  think  it  is  fometimes  not  very  difficult  to  know  the  penana 
who  tranfa^  the  bufinefs  of  that  fociety  j  for  if  I  am  rightly  inlbitned 
adminiftration  themfelves  have  been  confultiiig  with  one  of  thoie  gentle- 
men, Mr.  Neil£on,  bbout  what  terms  would  fatisfy  the  people.     I  do 
certainly  not  difapprove  of  the  meafure,  I  think  every  meaiure  whioli 
tends  to  cdnciliation  and  a  final  adjullintnt  wUh  the  difcontent  of  tho 
country  is  ufeful-— I  only  think  it  proves  that  government,  though  they 
hnve  confined  this  very  man  for  feveral  monihs*  fo  long  indeed  that  I  hear 
he  will  loofe  the  u(e  ot  fome  of  his  limbs,  are  now  beginning  to  entertain 
lefs  ftrong  fufpicions  of  his  guilt.     Hia  Lord(hip  concluded  by  recapitu- 
lating thoie  ot  hia  arguments  which  urged  ihe  neceffity  of  Catholic  eman- 
'cipation  and  reform  ;  the  fituation  of  this  countiy  was  not  an  ordinary 
Situation,  and  therefore  called  for  no  ordinary  raeafures.     Thefe  meafucea 
were  of  /uch  a  kind  that  if  not  fuccefi;ful  they  wouU  at  leaft  not  injure* 
they  would  leave  us  where  we  were,  which  no  doubt  was  a  fituation  fuf- 
£ciently  difaftrous  $  and  even  in  the  worft  event  would  give  to  the  Hou^a 
and  the  Goveriunent  the  confolation  to  rtRcSt  that  they  had  done  every 
thing  which  wifdoni  and  duty  had  (uggeftcd  to  fave  the  country. 

Lord  Roffmon  fpoke  againft  the  reiolution,  but  in  a  tone  io  low  fm 
could  not  hear  him. 

XiOid  Biliamcnt  was  a  friend  to  conciliatory  meafui'es  j  but  inafmnch 
AS  the  noble  Earl  had  faid,  that  emancipation  and  reform  were,  two  of  the 
conciliatory  meafures  which  he  meant  to  recommend,  if  that  rerolutiim 
pafled,  he  could  not  fupport  him,  becaufe  it  was  ^  principle'  with  hi^i 
-  never  to  pledge  himfelf  to  any  meafure  until  it  was  fpecificaliy  before  him. 
At  two  oVlock  in  the  morning  the  queftion  was  put- 
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RESOLUTIONS 
'  CmetoiitibeCmmUtee  ^  Ways  tf«^  MfiAN«yar  raiJmitbe^jrw^MJr. 
mWtdnefiUy^  J^il  2$,  refwteJ  io  tie  Hmfi  a»4i  a^reeJ  t^  Thmrf, 

R£  SOLVED) 

THAT,  towards  raifin?  the  fupply  granted  tp  his  Majcftji  the  fim  of 

thwnteen  milHons  be  raifcd  by  annuities. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  (aid  fuin  of  ferenteen  millions  lliai!^  fer 

^vvery  one  hundred  pounds  contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  pris- 

<ipai  ibm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  annuities»  afror  tbe  rare  of 
'three  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence  finom  tbe   5th  day  of  Jarmazy, 

1 798,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  ffarve  pooncfa 

per  centum  annuities,  confotid^tcd  by  the  a6ls  of  the  a 5th,  sSth.  "^^(^ 
'  3ad,  ind  33d,  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  tlie 

Sfcond,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  afls,  and  to  be  payable  and  tranafb'- 
^  fable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manaer, 

and  fubjefk  to  the  like  reilemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  three  poonds 
•  per  centum  confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there. 
That  every  contributor  ihall  alfo  be  entirled  to  the  further  |»iBcipaI 

fum  of  fifty  pounds  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  poonds  per  cen- 
'tum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  bf  April,  1798^  and  to  be  added  to, 

and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three 
'  foondt  per  centum,  which  were  reduM  from  four  pounds  to  thttc  poonds 

CT  centum  per  annum,  by  an  a6t  made  in  the  asd  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
te  Majefty,  and  to  be  payable  artd  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  Engiand 
at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fahie  manner,  and  fubjeftto  the  like  redemp- 
tion by  Parliament,'  as  the- faid  three  poonds  per  centum  confolidatod  aa* 
mitiesare  payable  and  transferrable  there. 

That  every  fuch  cbntributor  fhall  tikewife  be  entitled  to  an  anmiity  of 
four  ibilUng&|and  eleven  pence  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  5rh  day 
of  April,  X79S,  and  to  continue- for  the  term  of  fixty-one  years  and  three 

3iuarters,  and  then  to  ceafe,  over  and  above  the  principal  fums  of  one  hon- 
i^ed  and  fifty  pounds,  after  t  he  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum  per  an- 
num, and  fif^y  pounds  after  the  like  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum  per 
annum,  in  refpe^  of  every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  and  foid 
towaids  raifmg  tlie  faid  iiim  of  fevemeen  millions,  which  annuity  of  four 
fliillings  and  eleven  pence  per  centum,  fo  to  continue  for  fixty-one  years 
and  three  quarters,  fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock.  with,  the 
annuities  payable^t  the  Bank  of  England,  which,  by  feveral  a£ts,  vcre 
granted  for  the  reipeAive  terms  therem  mentioned,  and  were,  by  the  ads 
of  the  4th,  20th,  and  izd,  years  of  the  rdgn  of  his  prefent*  Majefly,  sod 
by  feveral  fubfequent  afts,  confolidated  and  made  one  joint  ftock  of  anna- 
ities,  and  fhall  be  paid,  payable,  and  tranaferrable,  at  the  &me  thne, 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  faid  annuities,  fo  confolidated  by  the  jfts 
of  the  4tb,  aoth,  and  aad,  years  of  the  rei^  of  his  prefent  Majeflv»  are 
payable  and  transfeirable  at  the  faid  Bank  of  England.    That  the  levtrU 
annuities  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  three  poands  per  ceo- 
rum,  and  four  fhillings  and  eleven  pence  per  centum,  fb  to  be  payable  as  afore- 
faid;  fhall  be  charged  and  chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  the  con- 
folidated fund.    That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  tbe  lotb  day 
«0(  ihia  inflBflt  Aprili  make  a  depofit  of  ten  pounds  per  centiun  on  fvh  fnai 
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as  he  or  (he  (hskll  chafe  to  fubrcribe,  fowtjili  irakjaff  the  f«id  Aim  of  feven- 
teen  mini9ns,  with  the  chief  cafliier  or  cinfliiert  of  the  Qfummot  and  Coni- 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  as  ft  fectirity  for  making  the  future  jMiymoiti 
«Vi  or  "before  the  days  or  timet  tMremafter  mentioned  }  that  is  to  uy* 

£,  15  per  centum  on  or  hpfore  thp  ajd  day  of  May  nprt. 

/3-  15  per  centum  or  or  btfore  the  aad  day  of  June  nc3ft. 

jQ*  1 5  per  centum  on  or  before  the  aoih  day  of  July  next. 

£.15  per  centum  on  or  before  the  13d  day  of  Augiift  neact. 

£.  10  per  centum  00  or  before  the  aift  day  o^ September  next. 

£•  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  13d  day  of  OAobcr  next,  and 

£.  1 3  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23.J  day  of  November  next.  * 

Xhat  all  the  momes,*  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  cafliier  or  can^icrs  of 
the  Governor  and  Coiupaoy  of  the  Bank  of  England,  fliall  be  paid  into  the 
Receipt  of  the  Evchcquef*  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to  fuch  Jer^ 
vices  as  flialUhen  have  been  voted  by  this  Uoule,  in  this  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment.  Th^t  'every  contributor,  neho  (hall  py  in  the  whole  of  his  or  htr 
oootribotiott  qponey  towards  the  j^id  fum^ot  feyente/fn  millions  at  any  cio^e' 
on  or  bcf«*j-c  tlie  zzd  day  of  October,  1791^,  Oiall  be  allowed  an  intercU  by» 
way  o/dtfccnmt,  afler  the  rate  of  five  pauncis  per  cenium  per  annum,  on 
the  fuin  To  advanced  tor  completing  thtsiaqic  to  the  2^%d  day  of  November j, 

That  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Maj<r4.)'»  an  aLUItlonal 
duty  of  ten  Jh  llings  be  chanQedJor  i^Kcry  bniUel  of  Ult  not  being  ihe  v>io- 
du£l  or  m^BuraAure  of  Gieat  Britain,  which  (hail  be  imported  iiiXo  Grcai: 
Britain,  after  the  a 5th  day  of  April,  ij^Sg  and  after  that  laie  for  a«:y 
greater  pr  lefs  quantity. 

That  an  ad^tional  duty  of  Un  fluUings  be  charged  for  every  bu(he!  of 
fait,  not  being  of  the  produ£l  or  manuta^tuie  of  Great  Britain,  whic^ 
Aiall  have  been  imported  into  Great  Britain*  and  which,  after  the  25th' 
day  of  April,  179S,  fliall  be  found  in  any  fliip  or  vedei  in  which  the  lame 
ihsU  liave  been  imported,  or  in  any  ligh^r,  or  other  veflfel,  after  the  un- 
Quppmg  fiiid  before  the  landing  thereof,  or  upon  any  quav  or  wharf,  upon 
t))e  iiill  landing  thereof,  or  which,  after  the  laid  sjthday  of  April,  179^^ 
fhsU  be  in  any  cellar  or  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  Aiall  have  been  pur, 
hibjed  and  according  to  the  wUi,  regulations,  rcdii^lions  and  provifion:., 
contained  and  provided  in  any  A£l  or  A^s  ^f  Parliament,  concerning  th^  • 
cellaring  or  waiehoufmgc;' foreign  or  imported  fait,  and  which  Auili  no^ 
bore  bKD  charged  with  the  iaid  additipnAl  duty,  and  aftei*  tiie  lume  rale 
for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  an  additional  doty  of  five  (hillings  he  charged  for  every  huOiel  of 
(alt  and  rock  fait  which,  from  and  after  the  Z5th  day  of  April,  17^8, 
(hall  be  made  at  any  fait  work,  or  taken  out  of  any  fait  pit  or  pits  in  Gitac 
Sritaip,  and  After  that  late  tor  any  greater  pr  lefs  quantity. 

That  a  duty  ot  five  flullings  be  charged  for  every  buQiel  of  faltapd  jork 
fslt  which  (hall  have  bepn  made  at  any  iult  work>  or  ta|ccn  out  of  any  fait 
pitorp'.ts,  in  Gieat  Britain,  and  which,  from  and  after  tiie  ifdi  day  of 
April,  179S,  fliall  be  fojd,  delivered,  <^r  fent  out  of  or  frorw^  any  ctll;ir, 
warthouie,  florenonfe,  or  other  place,  belonging  to,  or  occupied  by,  the 
proprietor  or  prop]  iciors,  of  any  fall  woik  or  iali  pit  01  pii»,  or  whith  ' 
ihall  he  fold,  delivered,  or  fent  out  pf  or  from  a^y  cellar,  warehoule, 
floreboule,  or  .other  place,  in  v^'bich  tlus  iikrnc  d«allhavebtt:i  put  before  the 
duty  new  payabh:  thereon  Ihall  have  been  paid,  and  which  fliail  not  have 
been  charged  with  the  faid  additional  duty,  and  alter  the  la;r.c  iate  fvr  aiiy 
l-rtaiei  or  lefs  quant iijr. 
.Ajfen.  Vol.  1!.  1798,  r  That 
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That  %n  additional  du(y  of  twenty  flullings  be  charged  for  every  haa- 
dred  weight  of  ^itt,  known  or  called  by  the  name  of  Glauber  or£ffi» 
falts,  which,  from  and  after  tbe  s5th  day  of  April,  179S,  ihall  be  node 
in  Great  Britain,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  an  additional  dury  of  twenty  (hillings  be  charged  for  every  hoodnd 
weight  of  faltt,  known  or  called  by  the  name  of  Glauber  or  EpCbm  fiJts, 
which  fliall  have  been  made  in  Oreat  Britain,  and  which,  from  and  after 
the  a5th  day  of  April,  179S,  fliall  be  fold,  delivered,  or  (cot  out  «f  or 
fnom  anv  ceUar,  warehoufei  ftorehoule,  or  other  place,  belonging  to,  or 
occupied  by,  the  proprietofor  proprietors,  or  occupier  or  ooccmien,  of 
any  lalt  work,  and  which  fliaU  not  have  been  charged  with  the  nidaddi- 
tfoiial  doty,  and  aiter  the  fame  rate  for  any  greater  or  left  quantity. 

Thaft  an  additional  dvty  o^  five  fliillingt  be  charged  £x  every  bofrd  of 
-'  fait  and  rock  fait  which,  from  and  after'the  15th  day  of  Aprii»  X79I,  IIbI 
be  imported  firom  Scotland  into  England,  accompanied  with  a  oes^caat, 
from  the  proper  oflScer,  that  it  hath  paid  the  duty  now  payable  00  &lt  iB« 
ported  from  Scotland  to  England,  and  which  fliall  not  have  beeo  charged 
with  the  (aid  additional  duty,  and  after  the  fame  rate  for  any  gi^atcr  or  n 
quantity. 

That  a  drawback  of  theadditiqiuil  duty  be  granted  upon  the  ci[portau 
tion  of  all  fait  made  in  Great  Britain,  rock  fait  only  excepted. 

That  an  additional  excife  duty  of  five  pounds  per  centum  be  laid  vpom 
all  tea  of  the  price  of  two  (hillings  and  (ix  pence  per  pound  weight,  or  op- 
wards,  which  fliall  be  fold  by  the  Vnited  CoQipany  of  Merchants  of  Eog- 
gland  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  after  the  a5tb  day  of  April,  xyyi,  or 
which,  having  been  fo  fold,  ihall  be  found  in  ady  warebooft  beloogii^ 
to  the  iaid  United  Company,  after  the  faid  25th  day  of  April,  iy9i,  to 
be  computed  upon  the  grofs  prices  at  which  fuch  tea  (hall  be^  or  AaAbne 
been,   told. 

That  a  drawback  of  the  doty  \i€  granted  upon  the  exportation  of  afl 
fuch  tea  (bkl  by  the  faid  United  Company,  and  expomd  to  any  place 
where  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  tea  is  now  allowed  by  law. 

That  every  perfon  who  (hall  uic  or  wear  any  annorial  bearing  or  cafigiiy 
by  whatever  name  the  fame  fliall  be  called,  or  (hall  be  poflefied  of,  and  uie^ 
any  carriage,  or  feal.  Or  plate,  or  othe^  article,  on  which  the  Ame  QuM 
be  painted,  marked,  cpgraved,  or  alBxed,  (hall  previoufly  enter  his  or 
her  name,  and  annually  take  opt  a  certificate  thereof,  in  a  manner  to  bo 
prefcribed. 

'  That  a  ftamp  duty  of  two  pounds  and  two  Shillings  be  charged  upon 
every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (beet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which 
any  (uch  certi^cate  (hall  be  engrof^d,  written,  or  printed,  which  fliall  be 
i(rued  to  any  perfon  keeping  any  coach,  or  other  carriage,  upon  which  any 
duty,  under  the  management  of  the  Comm-fltoners  for  the  ASstin  of  Taxes, 
is  chargeable,  and  on  which  fuch  armorial  bearing  or  enfign  ftiaJd  be  paint* 
cdy  marked,  or  affixed. 

That  a  (hunp  duty  of  one  pound  and  one  (htlFng  be  charged  upon  evtiy 
piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (heet  or  piece  or  paper,  upon  which  any 
fuch  certificate  (hall  be  engroficd,  written,  or  printed,  which  (hall  be  il. 
fued  to  any  peribn  not  keeping  any  coach,  or  other  Carriage,  upon  which 
any  duty,  under  the  management  of  the  Commi(fioners  for  the  Affairs  of 
'Txxes,  is  chargeable,  who  (hall  be  charged  to  the  duties  on  inhabited 
boufes,  to  the  duties  on  houfcs,  windows,  or  lights,  by  any  aft  to  be 
pafled  in  the  prefent  CtSion  of  Parliament. 

That  a  ftamp  duty  of  ten  (hillings  and  fix  pence  ihall  be  charged  opon 

every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (heet  or  piece  of  paper,  opai| 

•     '     ■   '  '  which 
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xvhicli  any  fuch  certificate  thai!  be  engrofled,  writien»  or  printed,  ^bhich 
fhall  be  iuued  to  any  perfon  not  keeping  anv  coach,  or  other  carriage,  upon 
nrhich  any  duty,  under  the  managenient  ot  the  Commiiltonerf  for  the  Af- 
rairs  of  Taxes,  is  chargeable,  nor  being  charged  to  the  duties  on  inhabited 
houfes,  or  to  the  duties  on  houles,  windowa*  or  lights,  by  any  z6i  to  be 
paired  in  the  prefent  CeSion  of  Parliament. 


PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 


Absolutions  prefentedbythe  Committee  of  the  House 
OP  Commons  to  the  Houfe,  in  May  1798,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

Reiblved, 

THAT  it  is  the  optnton  of  this  tConunittee,  that  the  charge  of  craeltf 
towards  French  Prifoners  of  War»  which  has  been  bronght  againft  this 
country,  is  utterly  void  of  foundation ;  and  appears  to  have  been  fabricated, 
and  induftriouAy  iiipported  by  the  enemy,  for  the  double  purpofe  of  jufti- 
fying  their  own  ill-treatment  of  Biitiih  prilbncrs,  and  of  irritating  tlie  mindt 
^f  their  countrymen  againft  this  nation. 

RefoUed, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Britiih  Prifoners  of 
War  confined  in  France,  have  been  treated  with  a  degree  of  rigOur  wd 
inhumanity  unwarranted  by  the  ufages  of  war  among  civilized  nations. 

Refolvsd, 
That  it  Is  the  (pinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  BririA  Govemnicnt 
has  alwas  manifefted  a  defire  of  entering  upon  a  cartel  of  Exchange  on  the 
moft  fair  and  liberal  terms  t-^hat  it  has  e\'en  offered  to  accede  to  anv  which 
could  be  adopted,  confifteiitly  with  what  is  due  to  individualrancf  the  na- 
tion }  and  that  the  obftacles  to  a  negotiation  have  arifen  firom  the  extrava- 
gant and  unprecedented  demands  of  France,  and  from  the  refufal,  on  our 
part,  to  abandon  the  cuftomary  and  acknowledged  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations*  which  has  been  grofsly  violated  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  Sidnxt 

«tHTH. 
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A  Schedule  of  the  Rates  and  Duties  payable  for  t!ycn 
Dwelling-houfe  inhabited  or  to  be  inhabited  within  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  refpeflively,  according  to  the  number  of 
Windows  or  Lights  in  each  Dwelling-houfe. 


NUMBER  OF  WINDOWS 

accwdh^  tn  nvhub  the  DweUing-Houfi 

Jball  be  ibarged. 


Duties  /o  be 
fmd  for  every 
dtuella^'bo^e 
in  EngUmd, 


DMtiej  to  be 

pMdjvft'Ocry 

ixSctiiamd, 


Not  more  than  fix  windows  or  lights 
(except  fuch  inhabited  dwelling- lioufes 
which  fhall  be  worth  the  rent  of  five 
Pounds  by  the  year,  and  (hall  be 
charged  by  the  rate  or  duty  herein 
mentioiiedi  according  to  the  rate  therc- 
oO  -  -  -  - 

Kot  more  than  fix  windows  or  lights, 
if  of  the  value  befoj-e-mentionedy  and 
charged  to  the  faid  rate  or  duty  ac- 
cordingly      -        -        •        •        - 
Seven  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Eight  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
NiAe  windoMirs  or  lights  and  no  more 
Ten  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Eleven  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Twelve  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Thirteen  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
fourteen  windows  or  lights  anu  no  more 
l^iiteen  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
'  Sixteen  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Seventeen  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Eighteen  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Nineteen  windows  or  lights  anJ  no  more 
Twenty  windows  or  lights  and  no  more 
Twenty. one  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  -  -  -         -     "    . 

Twenty-two  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  ,  -  -  « 

Twenty-three  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  -  .  -  _ 

Twenty-four  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  .... 

Twenty-five  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  .... 

Xwcnty.fix  windows  or  lights  and  no 
more  •  _  -  . 


£.    i.    d. 
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NUNtBER  OF  WINDOWS 

4eucordJiig    ta  ivbicb    the    ^kwiUa^-hmft 
Jtall  hf  charged. 


Ihuiis  to  hi  I  Daihs  f  U 
paidftrfuery  \pMdfirtvefy 
dFwtUihg  bouft  diveUhg-b^^ 
in  EtigUmd,       in  Si^OanJ. 


TweBtjr-ievcn  wtadovrs.  or  liglits.and  do 

more  -         -    - 

Tvircmy- eight  windows  or  lights  and  no 

4nore  •  -  .  - 

Twenty>nioe  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  «  •  .  - 

Tiijrty  windows  or  lights  and  no  more    - 
Thirty-one  windows  or  lights   and  no 

more  .  -  -  - 

Thirty-two  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  -  -  -  - 

Thirty-three  windows  or  lights  and  no 


Thiity-four  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  -  -  -  - 

Thirty-iive  windows   or  lights  and  no 

more  -  -  - 

Thirty  fix  windows    or  lights    and    no 

more  -  -  -  - 

Thirty-feven  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  -     ,       - 

Thirty-eight  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  -  -  -  . 

Thirty-nine  windows  or  lights  and  no 

more  -  -  -  - 

Forty  and  not  more  than  forty-four  win- 
.  dowsor  lights  .  . 

Forty -five  and  not  more  than  forty- nine* 

windows  or  lights 
Fifty  and  not  more  than  fifty* four  win- 
dows or  lights        .  ~ 
Fifty-five  and  not  more  than  fifty-nine 

windows  or  lights 
Sixty  and  not  more  than  fixty-four  win- 

dows  or  lights  ... 

Sixty.five  and   not  more  than  fixty-nine 

wmdows  or  lights 
^vcnty  and  not  more  than  fcventy  four 

windows  or  lights 
Serenfy-five  and  not  more  than  fcvenry- 

If ine  windows  or  lights 
Eighty  and   not  more  ihan  eighty- four 

windows  or  lights 
Ei^hty-five  and  not  more  than  eighty*  nine 

wmdcwfl  or  lights 
Ninety  and  not  more   than  ninety- fcur 

wriodowi  or  lights 


£.   s.   d. 

£.    S.4U 
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Mats  #ai*bis,  he. 


NUMBER  OF  WINDOWS 
^c€9r£t^  t9  <vfbkb   the   dwi&Mg^bmff 

JkaUbt  charged. 


IfiMty-fifcaad  toot  more  ttum  nioety-nme 
windqwt  or  l%hu 

One  bwidfed  and  not  more  than  one  btto- 
dnd  and  nine  wittdowt  or  lights 

One  hundred  and  ten  and  not  more  than 
Otoe  hundred  and  ntnetem  windows  or 
lights 

One  hundred  and  twenty  and  not  more 
than  one  handled  and  twenty- nine  win- 
dows or  lights  .  •  . 

One  faoadbed  and  thirty  and  not  more  than 
one  Irandred  and  thirty-nine  windows  or 


One  hondrcd  and  forty  and  not  mote  than 

one  hundred  and  iortyoiiine  windows  or 

lighta 
One  hundred  and  fiftjr  and  not  more  than 

one  hundred  and  mty-nine  windows  or 

lights 
'  One  hundred  and  fixty  and  not  more  than 

one  hundred  and  fiaty-nine  windows  or 

lights  .  .  « 

One  hundred  and  6irenty  and  not  more 

than    one   hundred   and   feventy-oine 

windows  or  lighta 
Onehundred  and  eighty  windows  or  lights, 

and  upiwaids  •     '       « 

And  lor  every  foch  dwdling-hode  which 

ftall  contain  movs  than  one  hundred 

and  eighty  windows  or  lights,  for  every 

window  or  light  cxcoeding  the  noffibcr 

of  one  hwidred  and  eighty 
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The  faid  ieveial  rates  and  duties  to  be  charged  in  lefpeft  of  e^ 
inhihited  dwelling-luNile,  without  any  other  further  exemption  being 
allowal  than  fndi  are  contained  and  cxprefsly  provided  in  and  by  this  ad/ 
aotwithttandii^  any  fonncr  ftatutt  or  ftttutcite  the  contnry^ 


IT  ATX  rAJ»BBi9.&C. 
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A  ScHEoutE  of  the  Rates  aqd  Duties  payable  on  all 
inhabited  Pvirelling-houfes  within  and  throughout  Great 
BritaM^,  according  to  the  value  thereof. 


For  every  inhabited  hoafe  jn  ^Qieat  Biataii^  i^hkbt  ^"^ 
the  boufcbold  and  othe^  omoesj'  yards^  and  gaxdenf 
therewith  occup-ed,  are'  or  ihall  be  worth  the  rent  by 
the  year,  there  be  charged  tl^e  yearly  fumt  follow* 
ingi  vif, 

^ive  pounds  and  under  twenty  pounds  rpnt'  by  the- 
year  -  -  -  -   - 

Twfnty  pounds  and  under  forty  pounds  vent  by  ihe 
year  -  .  .  , 

forty  pounds  rept  by  the  year  and  upwaiads     <    « 


IndwBoiiad.* 


The  fald  laft^mentlon^  ratef  and  duties  to  be  charged  on  tpe,  po- 
f iipier  or  occupiers  of  every  Inch  inhabito4  houfe^  and  to  be  fubje& 
to  all  the  exemptions  contained  in  any  aft  or  ads  in  force,  for  graiftiiig 
the  duties  on  inhabited  houfes  hereby  repc^ledj  but  to  no.  other  or 
further  exemption  whatever^  notwithflanding  any  ftatute  or  ftatuto  to 
the  contrary. 


HEfV 


1$^  5T*TE   PAPERS,   iK:. 

NEfr  DUTIES 

.    OH 

EXPORTS  AND  IKS>RTi 


The  foltovvhrgfrtn  :R!Ciiratc  Statement  of  the  New  Du- 
ties propdfisd  to  be  laid  upon  all  Godds,  Proikice,  and  Maoii- 
fadures  import^' imothts  Kir^doWr,  and  on  certain  Goods 
exported,  to  which  the  Houf^  jc^  f^ottxtnons  have  gircn  their 
afTent.  •'»'., 

N.  B.  Up  to  No.  212,  inclufive  of  the  following  cnnoie- 
rated  Articles,  there  is  w  i^M/^ptioQ  from  the  Duty  in  favooi 
oflmports  by  the  £aft  IniUa  Company.. 


J  Upon  every  cwt.  of  bittv  dbMmds  Ts  sod 
V  Uipon  eveiy  cwt.  of  Jordan  almoncU  5s  lod  • 

3  Upon  every  cwt.  of  any  other  fort  of  almonds  xs  fd 

4  Ujwn  every  ewt.  of  aloes  c^tka'^s    :      .       -     *i 

5  'U|ion  every  cwt,  of  aloes  fuccotina  ^% 

6  Upon  every  cwi.  of  roch  al«im  i  id 

7  Upon  every  barrel  of  aDcboties,  coQtai|ilag  16  lb*  of  £fii  li  i{4 
%  Upon  every  cwt.  of  annifeeds  is  lod 

9  Upon  every  cwt.  of  angelica  root  is  6dm 

30  Upon  every  cwt.  of  annottq  i8s 

II  Upon  eveiy  cwt.  of  antimonidm  cr*nhun'fs-«}4 

«a  Upon  every  cwt.  of  a^t  fortis  a's^d• 

*  13  Uponevery.cwt.  of  argol  14  lod  .  .^-,i 
14.  Upon  every  cwt.  of  arienic  is  lod 

1 5  Upon  every  cwt.  of  f^adafbesis  4i 

•  9^  Upon  ercry  cwt.  of  pot  aflies  U  «d»  :   .     ■      .  • 
17  Upon  every  cwt.  of  afla-fceiida  4s  6d 

1  i  Upon  every  lb.  of  artificiat  balTam  «4d 
19  Upon  cvtry  lb.of  balfkiQ  copatve  3d 

ao  Upon  every  lb.  of  nataraV  baUkm  4d  «- 

ai  Upon  every  cwt.  ot  barilla  is  6d 

2  a  Upon  every  lb.  of  cortex  peruvranosorjeiuit's  bark  |d* 
a  3  Upon  every  cwt.  of  oak  bark  %d 

%4  Upon  every  cwt.  of  bay  b«ri  ws,  rod 

25  Upon  every  cwt.  ol  bounlMiooJu  ^  4d. .     .    ,  v*    ^ 

a6  Upon  tvery  cwt.  of  unbound  books  ^%d 

ay  Upon  every  grofs  of  neft  boxes  coutaliiiaEg  CwrlTfi  i^^iftk  oeftf  ^  cacb 
sett  oootaintiig  agbt  boxes,  is  lod  « 

1%  Upon  every  gnifs  of  pUl  boxes  coataiaing  twrWe  diuea  neAs,  cacb 
neft  cbntainihg  four  boxes  It  a^d- 

S9  U|»B  cvcrl^  grafs  <yf  ftad  iMnca  containing  twelve  do;en  of  bczes  4<1 

30  Upon  every  ton  coataining  twenty  hundi-ed  weight  ot  Biail\  «fiud 
alSs  - 

31  Upon  ^cry  cwt.  of  brimfioae  9<1 

yx  V^jn  every  lioxcD  pounds  wei£lu  of  rougb  or  apdrcft  briftles  ^i 

33  J-'pw 


M.  U|Kiii€fwy«wtofe«mbog>iimorjgiitta|irti»5t 

55  Up«iitwryn).cf  wift!finedcaiii^hireif4 

56  Up«i  Cfffy  lb.  of  refined  faunphiftifl 

57  UpoBcwfylb.of  wtxCTodkB  td* 
3S  Upon  every  lb.  of  cwtbaridc^Td 
30  .Upan«Ftfyom,^caper«  3t6d 
4^  tTpone?eryIb.rfcinkmortiid 

4-t  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cairt»fiftulatf4d 
4»  Upon  every  lb,  of  caffia  lijIDte  i<i 
4.3  "Uptfi  every  lb*  of  calbdruia  %d 

44  Uponcv«rye«vt.  ofcheefeiid 

45  Upon  every  lb.  of  ciimamon  4d 

46  Upon  every  ib.  of  ctovet  M 

47  Upon  every  lb.  of  cochineal  lod 

48  Upon  every  cwt.  of  copoa  nuu  at  6d 

49  Upon  every  cwt.  of  coffee  38  4d 

50  Upon  every  cwt.  of  green  copcras  *^ 

51  Upon  every  cwt,  of  white  coperatiaW 

5»  Upon  every  toa»  containing  10  cwt.  of  cordage.  t1  it  Sd 

53  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cork  yd 

54  Upon  every  c wt .'  of  cream  of  tartar  jt  4d 

55  Upon  every  cwt.  of  currants  ts  tfd 

56  Upon  every  cwi«  of  down  68  6d 

57  Upoii  every  cwt.  of  ^ephants  teeth  t$9 

5«  Upon  etery  cwt.  of  feathers  for  beds  5«  4<^         # 
50  Upon  every  cwt.  of  figs  It  lod    .  .  ^  ,  ^ 

60  Upon  every  cm.  containing  ao  cwt.  of  rongb  or  ti&dicBea  fln^ 
lUsttd 
^1  Upon  every  cwt.  of  fufti^k  jd      , 
««  Upon  ereif  cwt.  of  gall  4s  id 

63  Upon  every  cwt.  of  |^ntian  is  yd 

64  Upon  every  cwt.  of  ginger  It  <d 

65  Upon  every  cwt.  of  giniang  $t 
*<  Upooevery.cwt.ofgnroarahicie 

^7  Upon  every  cwt.  of  gum  ammoniac  lot  lod 
69  Upon  every  cwt.  of  gum  copal  75  6d 

69  Uponcverycwt.  of  gtim  guaci  78 

70  Upon  evelycwt.  of gwn  tenega  4«  tod 

71  Upon  every  lb.  of  gam  tragacanrh  i  |d 

72  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cow  or  ox  hair  is  6d 

73  Upon  every  lb.  pf  horfc  hair  id 

74  Upon  every  lb.  of  human  hair  »«  ^  - 
7  5  Upon  every  doaen  of  baft  or  ftraw  hatt  or  bonnett  3d 

76  UpoD  every  doaen  of  chip,  cane  or  boife  hair  caps  or  bonn^  3a 

77  Upon  tvery  tpo  coouiniag  %i»  cwt.  of  roi^  ^  uxfdid&a  hmf 
191 3d 

7g  Upon  every  horfe  hide  5|d 
79  Upon  every  lb.  of  loft  tiidct  id 

«e  Upon  every  cow  or  OK  bide  5d  ^  .^   «  .  .„.    ,  _^i.      • 

•1  Upon  every  cwt.  of  indigo»the  produce  of  the  Bntiih  rfantafaoni  ^51 
%t  Upon  every  cwt.  of  indigo,  tke  produce  of  thf  UnitBd  Statet  of  Ame- 
rica loi  ,  .       ,        t      r  J 
83  Upon  every  cwt.  oi  indico,  of  any  othir  place  il  at  64  * 
'Mfhu.VQh.ll.                          f                                     S4Upoi^ 


jKjS  STATB  fAreftSy  &c« 

S4.  Upon  cf  erf  too,  eontainWi^  «•  cwt.  of  iroa  in  bars  or  ©nwrwi^ 

85  Upon  every  cwt.  onfingkfil  it  y*  *    -  ^^   f    T.  " 

86  Uponeveiycwt.  of  }ai$ip«'^rr|p»  iod    *" '-   "C'-  ?'' '   '' 

57  Upon  every  cwt.  of  black  1^  -jd 

58  Upon  every  cwt.  of  white  le*J*»'  '      '  [-^  ""*  \''' 
&9<  Upon  every  1000 ie«ioiit  9t^  :         ,  .r  .  -   - 

*  90  Upon  every  half  p'lete,  oonrainiog  Cm  itir  aW)  ^klf  o(f  cUcKrict  aad 
French  lawns,  other  than  by  iiie*fitft  lAdin  CompMf  i%  ^jT  * 

91  Upon  every  uo  eUs  of.Diitch  bartas^and  HHIedy^ta&fivis,  zs  ^ 
91  Upon  every  110  ells  of  paclutigf'xatfvas;  gjiUingsi  fprttce,  elbto^  or 
Queen(borough  canvas  IS  6d  <  >  -^'    ^-  •   . 

9}  Upon  every  no  ells  of  drBMiifSt  and  pack  duck  ^s  '^ 

94  Upon  effry  tso  eOs^piaioFiabdeis  tfi'llollahtf  nhen,  not  raccfced- 
ingoneell  or  one  eighth  of  anfllf^s  5A  ' '  '       '   ^    *  "-. 

95  Upon  every  ;i^oeUtof  Ga»n«n;  SkitKiTand,  Eaft  tountry  (jourpt 
RuCuX  awl  SiMt»}diuii  ck(tb»  above,  thd  bnfacdtb  6f  thtrty-otie  indies  ^Dd 
k  half,  3s  ...:        .   ■' •- -r'    '  "       '^    '  '    '    *     ■•   • 

96  Upon  every  no  ells  of  Germaii/  S^^ltxerhnd,  Baft  cdiinfry  (except 
R^ma}«iid6^fUintkth,ibovetlubt%adth  of  }^  and  wc 
caceeding  36  inches  6s  yd 

97  Up^«vec^  tft»sn»afGeniMin,  Swkaerland,  EittioQn^ry  (ocept 
Ruffia)  and  Sileba  pidq  dpth^  aboi^jfi  mdier  in  breadlftf  sot  3d 

98  Upon  every  pieecy  iMt  exceeding  eight  j^i'ds  ih  tei^ili,  of  S%£j  itid 
all  other  plain  lawns  (excqitFra^b  lawn)  not  bleachhf  M  ttbllimd  4^  ' 

99  Upon  every  piece  not  exceeding  eight  yards;  It  letrgth,' bf  Sileib,  and 
all  other  plain  lawns  (except  French  laMfts)  blelich^  iiTttoIIand  5}^  [ 

1 00  Upon  every  1 10  ells  of  tow<fl$fiB  or  itkplciiidih^  or  cbe  ^nanu^ift^re 
cf  RuiTia,  not  exceeding  ai{  inchesin  bft4dt^ i4  ^ttd  -  ^ '  '  ' ' » 

lox  l^i^eveiy  lao  eHy  of  Bniiww.R^ia  Hnetr  not  'otiierw2(^  enoxii6^ 
rated,  not  exceeding  22^  inches  in  breadth  is4id  ^  ' 

I  OS  Upon  every  jio  elUofllnoB  ckithandditlpei^^bf 'R^iifia-'txceeiixTg 
%%l  inches  in  breadth,  and  not^ecedtn^  ^r^^  tfichd^  3s  yd      ' 

103  Upon  every  no  ells  «f  Jineft  otoft  sud  49ape^  c^iiSia,  e^ceeduig 
3 1 1  inches  in  breadth  and  not  exceeding  %fi  faieh^  ^  id  '  '  '**'*       '■      ^ 

104  Upon  every  no  HU  of  iihen.'cmi  andndkpeif'oflCViffia^xceediqg  3^ 
inchesinbrcadth,  and  not  exceeding 4:5  inches '^^'^''^ *     s  ..    *   ". 

105.  Upon  every  laoelUjif  Uneit  elotbaod  iH^pi^  ofRiMfci/ exc^^ 
45  inches  in  breadth  tos  lod 

106  Upon  every  ton  containing  ao  cwt.  dflogwood^s  td^  *   '*" 

toy  Upon  every  lb. jof  mace  I  id  - -^  •    '      '  *   '"- *^    '■"  '  f 

108  Upon  every  cwt.  of  mullmadder  3d'  '-'  ■  -  '-'.'"* 

109  Upon  every  cwt.  of  any.  odHrfohdfili^iddbr  9S  ^    •'     '  ^  *"  ' 
no  Uponev^  cwt.  of  madder  roods  s;a^d'   '  ^^\  -  -^  ^   ■     '^ " . 

1  u  Upon  every  ton  containing  20  cwt.  of  aiahdg^'^i9S  ibd*''*   *   ' 
in  Upon  every  lb.  of  mawiaVy*'     •  y-       "'      '^*  *'    ' "  '•  ^  '' 
T 1 3  Upon  every  ido  conttiAin^  five  iibott'bf  Mati;  th^jirodtfce  ofl^a 
nod  '   ,•'    ;..-•'■•'   •-»  o    I'  ' -  ^'-  'V.  ^ : 


tsi 


jf4  Upon  every  cwt.  of  motafles  la:  ■  •  ^  *"    **  '^  ' '  ''^* 

s  15  Upon  every  lb.  of  morels  ad /<**'•'  *'   *'*^-- 

1 16  Upon  evtry  cwt  oFmyrtbys^  [^  '  ^  **  "^  ^  •*'  * 

117  Upon  every  lb.  of  nutmegs  iid  '    'vO.j  /»ovj 

118  Upon  every  bufiiel  ofchefiibis'jd'  '  '  ^^  '   '"'^ 
IS 9  Upoi  evciy  buihcl  of  Ihiall  nu^  c^d 


\^o  Uj^oo 


S 


i«o  npqoeverf  galbnof  CaftosQ^  ?^«  ^  ^  - 

9  »i  Upon  every  ton*  coauiiiing  »i9>8»ileat»  of  oidisary  03  ok  Olii^i > 

tl.  t7«.  »d.  '  .  *     '     J 

ras   Upon  every  f  oo  gaUoas  of  Ss4fedOn*:.lSf.  .  ^     ^    ^  . '  ' 

1x3  Upon  eTery  ton»  cootainin^  z$%^»!&Q»^oi  ^iKtmcett  OB*  ft!.  S^ 

.  .?»4r  Ufoi^eiiwjrqi^  55!nf4i&in«.  iiagaflons  tf  Train  Oil,  or  Biubber 

or  Fifii  Oil,  notorberwiic  enumerated,  i6t»  aod* 

ia$  V(x>n  every  lb»«fOpipai|  ift«  ijd..     ■»  :     '• 

la^  Upon  every  lobo of  Oran^v  ji  7d. 

xiS  Up<ineverycwt4  of  Orc^Ulb  4«.a4«.>    '.  ..-•-,  'j  *   .  . 

1*9  TTiJon  every  cufrt.  of  Pew  I  Blpilqr,  orJS^rieyJnilicd,  .76^ 

1^0  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Long  Bef|mi(>3Siolu».  i         ^  •  .^ 

ijji.  yp^C)fcf|Piau^|tf  f<^rf(«t^QireAnupir^  S-'  ; 

132  Upon  ^verv  riaute  of  two  feet  J(<)Wf«  and  luidar  ^hV'  ftiic*  -il.^  (Kfv  ^ . ' 

133  Upon  every  Pifture  under  two  iiect  fquare,  •  ij3».  4d,  ^  .J  > •'  '^ 

134  UpoaeviCfy  c»rt. of  Pnnefito*  u»9d<.<.  ^    /    ':*\  *iV'     -^ 

135  Upon  every  Jad,  cpntaining  iti  baaeki  eadb  .bai^  4Mit-«lfciMtb{^ 
31 1  gallons,  of  Pitch  3*.  *         ,    •   '^j.  'i*  '^- 

157  Upon  eveiy  ounce  Troy  of  Silver. Piate  imgih^'old*     '  >'  ^   C  '    - 

138  Upon  eyefy  ounce  Troy  of.Si|r^  Pitttei.pvt  gttt«  jflv'  ''  'h^    >:   ^ 

1 39  ITpoo.  every  ono^e  Troy  of  awiver  PkiSi  4^1  ^^       !  :  i^  x^r'ir  :ir 
J4.0  Up<>nevery^^qf4li|.llPill^bf^  t*.     ..  i'^ 

141  VpoQ every (f^t., of rrunefi|«4«.    i.j     -i  .»  ••  '>  i*'t  "  ^ 

141  Ui«)n  cvciqi  Ib.x^iQmckTf)!^!  tjd.-.     : 

143  Upon  every  i  oomr,|^oo& JQj^Uh  s{<l4;    .     .  * 

144  Upo«i^!i^J'a^<^taiaif^io«wi«afR«^fieonlyto 

13s.  3d.       '    '*  l^r^r-ru-.  .;    :  ".  V       '/.  '        ,•  '     ^ 

145  FQr,?v(^iy.5yrt.^.9fiJteita*R*wBnfKta«jdiv 

146  Upon  every  cwt^olParo  RaignH  iesil«    *. 
14;  ypoi9eve;;y.5pij(,9t|f^»arJBelvidevei^^  't^ 
X4S  Upon  every  CYjf^.jj^fJ^xia  Afi^iuu  za..6d4 

150  Upon  every  cwt,»f  i^aMiMiof  xh^  8u%  ^aa.  3d*     . 
1,51  Vp<»Qevc3ry,<f«(^9(.i9U4tlitr.Kaifiaa».  noi  otberwife  enumtrafed^ 

IS.  M«  7 

151  Uponever][lb,  ofKbubarbk  6il«      , 

153  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Rice,  6d,  /».•,;<...■. 

s  54  Upon  every  cwt.  of  $.ofin,  3d»  >.:,. /.x.  '  ..* 

155  Uponevery  io)»lb.  of$a9runi;SatUBK^4f*.  ;-    "    <  -         '/ 

156  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Saflo«ipr,<4««>M  .      .:'''  '    %' 

157  Far  ev?)^  lb.  of  Saffron*  w-:-  -  ^    i,.M.:..>j        -    •         '     . 
258  Upon  every  XVey,  containing 40  bpiHfltini^lli  9|d4 

xc^  Upppcyciry  <:w^-oiS^HP«t«e»  »«*|jft***;    ':  /  - 

160  tlpon  every  rop  (b.  of  SariaparilU,  ^s.  . 

16^  Uponevery  lb.  of  Scanunony,  7jd..  .1 :  :^>  '  .      .      ,  • 

162  Uponevery  cwt.  of  Carraw^y  $eed,}7di4j.  >.  :  ^  •,;.:► 

163  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Clover  Sec^caav3tb\ '- 

164  Upon  every  biiftiel  of  Lin  feed,  id tr    .v  »  *  '    ,  '     .     *      "  . 
Z65  Upon  every  cwr.  of  MuftardSfindjd  1  .  -  -     / 

166  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Qnion  Seed  jsjid   •«...,         '-  .  *     . 

167  l[p^n  every  Quarter,  containing  S  bulheU  of  Rape  Seed  s  1  ad 
16V  Upon  every  lb.  ot  Sena,  id 

f  2    •  169  Upon 


^4P,  »TAT|t  PAms,  &c. 

169  t7poneverycwt«oflk(aDai!k84  '      .  >  :.:; 

17©  Upoo.cmy  Jb.  containing  16  ^^^luK^of  i«Br.(ik  of  Tvlciej  5^ 

I7 1  Upon'  mry  tb.  ^oiitatifk)|^  i€ ^MncM »fif»^  6(k-o£'tfiy  cuier  oofaa* 
try6d.v  ■  ■      ^     1  '•:  ..    ^        .V 

X7«  Upon  cTcrylb.  contalhing^  i<  OMPcet  <>f.tliwww>»  fi|k,  7d 
.  3f7t  tJpbn  every  lb.  coD«iifrnif^*v6ohncg««f  ttf»ftefttL|  i^id 

iy'^'Vp^A  mry  yoo,'^C(Wtaitiiflg'fireicoit,  of  kid/kios  .io  thelwj.w* 
drefled  $»  id  "' • '     f  ...;:., 

175  Upon  e?ety  tic>o;tbiit8iBbig  fixiobre,  of  bjnbikimiiithevoo^  «a- 
drtfled  ss  id  •       ". 

X76  ^Upon  every  cwt  of  fmaltt  48  

z77tfpon  every  gi^oo'ofBrfiidf'4id' 

17^  Upbn  every  g«lfon^<*Oefieva'if#     • 

jy^  Vfon  cv^  too  gtAiemti^tmi  m 

4^0  Up<$n  every  igiiTkm  <^  ftA  Mber  fpmtt,  net  odMcWife  emaDentM  m 

de&ibtttVlrf/'  ^*^....  . 

181  tTp6ntttry%lt/PfdMdtsstid 
18^  Upqn  every  cwt.  of  fiigar  IS  lod 

.    I  ^  Uppn  every,  cwt.  of  tamarinds  xod 

iSs  t7{i6Yiev^h(t'CotftiAnk)j$'f^fauri^each4M^ 
gallons  of  tar  7s  3d 

i«iS^  UponcVierytwt.brt6lJ»tt<r^sW  ;      .     . 

187  Upon  every  )b.  of  tetfh^^^AieU  4d     . 

s88  Upon  every  ton»  contaimn|[  locwt.ofunr  us  sd  ; 

189  Upon  every  lb.  of  tniito  »|d    >■    *     *   -     . 

390  Up^nevcry  Toolb.  oftj0ritiericis)d  ' 

1^1,  Uixai  every  cwt.  of  ccnttrtoii  tuqpentNe  ^ 5-fd 
'X91  Upohevciy  cwt.qfVal^la'5pi^     :.  * 

X  9  2  Upon  every  Too  lb.  of  common  vtrdigre^  ^s  ^d 

X94  X^on  every  100  lb.  of  cHfyftaiRsed  veni%rBalo<7t  (4 

19c  Upon  eveiqr  cwt.  of  vecmiHioii'^d  -•  '»^  *  ^  - 

X  86  Upon  every  cMt  of  bees  w«x^  white cr  mismkShtrid  4^*. . 

X97  Upon  every  cwt.  of^fta  mutx  ut>giMmf»f)wBci  4s  ^d  ' 

1 98  Upon  every  ton,  containing  250  ^lons  of  French  wine  }1  xos  6d 

I ^^  Upon  every  ton,  corifaiii!^^  151  ^Qons  of  Madtira  wkie  y\  i  s' 

*aoo  Upon 'every  ton;'coMaiahig'«5i  gaHoM  ^P^npg^  wio«  1^69  M. 

lox  Upon  every  toOy  conaimi»g45i  ^U^otof  J&hsnHbi C(rQ)an>  orMoo- 
■gary  wine  3I  i8s  -  .     •  1^ 

fto»  Upon  every  ton,  corttairfilg^jx  gsdiont  of SpanUhVi^^  il  i>*- 

ao}  Upon  ev^ry  torn,  contdSliiitg  %$%  g^h^  m.^^m/ffi^  .not  of|vrwile 
enumerated  or  defcribcd  tFxiit    "•  '  >..- 

104.  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cotton  wool,   of  thegfow^h  ps,  prdda£l^oii  of 
Turkey  44.  r  - -t     ;...,,..  ^.^ 

M5  Upon  every  ^tj  ofMtdlir'WtMilkf'tlie  growth  oc  pfOfHillini  of»7 
of  the  Biitiih colonies  5s '3d  '    ''■»»*••  .^.^ 

106  Upon  every  cwt.  of  cotfM  wooi,:of  ihf  gsowck.  qr  prodo^oa  of 
any  other  country  or  place  71  6^ 

ao7  Upon  every  ewt.  of  %tfhiA^^W4M>l  iof«- 

ao8  Upon  every  cwt.  or  CcMidhYvn  ya*-  '        ; 

109  Upon  every  lb.  of  Mohair  Yarn  id.  ,        ' 

1x0  Upon  evtry  cwt.  of  R«w  Ltium  Yirn  3V. 
a  1 1  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Yellow  Berries  4s.  xd. 

all  Upo» 
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21 1  UpoD  every  cwt.  of  the.  tp^  ajid  reil  value  of  all.  od|er  Oood« 
Wares,  and  Merchandiae  whateve^*^  oot  «Mn»3b  paitic^irly  cmnMriM 
ordefrribed(exee]iliiiHiiIniaDd)^h  «^  > 

^'  at  J  Pbf  n*fjrt««>*-  •^'^rtie^lrue  )incl  rial  vakcef  all  plalh  Vhite  Ciili* 
cocsi  plain  white  Dimity,  plain  Mufiins,  Nanqtiin  Cloth,'  MuHftta^  €f 
white  C.H1Tco^t,'  ftcf««w«d'  or  'ttitdnd-  Cotiofi  Kfamifaaui^,  iK>t  othenHI^' 
enumerated'o/deferibMl/itodmll  'OdMH,*Waf«ai  andt  Mcrchimdiie  |MrbhK» 
bited  to  V  wotvi  op  nfed  in  Great  Britaiiii  m^otttd  far  Exportatioi-otaWr 
according  to  the  Grofs  Price  at  which'  the  fame  HaXl  haVe  beeri  pii%ltcly4)ild 
aTf^e  SActf  ^'th^  Bit  lndia<Gbmpa»7.  wifbofu  any  dedua'«A  tHdimniv 
except  fo  much  as  the  Duties  of  Cuftoms  dtie  and  p&yabfe  on  Ai^  Good# 
rcfpe^tively  fliaH  amotim  to  3I.         *  '  '  "^ 

a  14  Upon  every  lool.  of  tM.tnie  unit  rod,  value  of  all  S^i"  iifiMtHl 
into  this  kingdom,  according  to  theQmO  Price  at  which  tha  iaoemkWlm^ 
j>ublicly  foldattheSaIc3oftlteiaWodui.Cttmpar(jr'tl,  .  * ^  '  "   ^''*   » 

<  1 5  t^pcm  every  ^ 61A.  ii^tte  true'w^  feM  val«iiK  of  s^ 
ton  Wool  imported  into  this  kinedom,  according  to 'the  -Grolt  ^ee  afr 
vvhich  the  fame  (hall  be  publicly  fiad  at  t^9^if»of  ^be  IQ^^fAdtt  CtMta- 
panyjl.  ^  ^     '■•*.  '*^''  '^    t 

ai6  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Coii^tmportecl  into  tl^ijif  kinrdoli^ b^'^  Adl 
India  Company  3s.  4d.  *  ' '^ '''-.)"' ^*ut 

*  ar7  ^p&A  A^}jrV;«rtl  df ebcd6  Nvfit  imported  inbt:  this  kti^gdM  by 4fai: 
Eaft  India  Company  13.  jd.  ^      -.    <    '    J<-i^  r  ki  ..    ,^ 

ai8  Upon  every  cwt.  of  Siigar-uiMTlinij^y  not  !^a*v^b'ip€i|  iitajkyhid  4>y 
iheEaft  India  Company,  and  iezp«irud  from  thiskfiigdonl'  (ttec^S'tbilreat 
land)  IS.  6id*»    '  '  '      .         -       '  "    •  :\     - 

219.  Upon  every  ewt.  of  nedriec^  Sugar;  c^Ikd^tft^/i!,10<it  Oi^d'oT* 
Powdered  Sugar,  and  refilled  Lo^f  ^gat  broke  in  '^pitcef,  ^ajlkl  ^  iili  SOgar- 
called  Candy,  cxp<Wed'from<hIrkiDgiJpmXexcept  fdlrehiwd)  ia,¥|jl..- 

a 20  Upon  every  cwt.  of  all  otbvrrefinedSugar,  exported  A^  this  kitig^** 
dom  (exceDtto'^e!a^d)•^it'-6d.     .  •  ^         '";'''-. 

Ill  UpW  Wery  oyK  of  Cdfide;  «ot  baving  been  fnjjlbi^  hf  l^elMtt^ 
India  Company,  exported  fiom  this  kingdom  (except  to.  My^%h»-^  •• 

ata  1^1^  ^^efyeort.'of  Cdcoa  Nors«  not  having  beeti  linpO^d-'byiM^ 
,  JBaft  Jndis^  CoaipOAV,  fxporisd' ^om 'thia.  kingdom^  ^e](cc|it'«>  IriiaM)! 
aSrstf. '''"' '^' •  • ''^  • •'        •     .,^  ".•'';. 

'za3  tJpbnevM^'rool.  of  the  trve.Md  real  value  oC  all'Goo^^  WareH 
,  and'MerchandlM,  the  giNo«ftb,^QMl(i€4t  or  mamifa^ure  of  Great  Britaia 
'  (except  RbfiisMl  Stigat)  eoBporm  ^^xhU  kingdom  (except  to  Irelax^d  a&4 
the  Esft  Indies)  si.  I  OS. 

ii4  Upon^Viry  looli  of  .<))o|ni«  «j^  |^  vahie  of  all  Goods,  Wares, 
and  Mercb«nd?aev  the  ghvwtt^.  pn^ufity  or  manufa^ure  of  Great  Britain 
(except  Refined  Sugar)  exported  from  tbisjlf  jng^oqn  to  any  part  of  fiurppe 
(except to' lieliw<>)joir.   ♦:.   .*    •,. 

as5  Upon  every  lool.  of  the  true  and  real  vatue  of  all  Goods  Wares* 
and -MeVcMftMn^^V  the  grbwtb;4H^)i4¥l9H.'A^  raaivifa£i.urc  of  Great  Britain 
(except  Refined  Sugar)  exported  from  this  jcingdom  (txcrpt  to  £uropesan4 
TO any'poi't^ or *tylflce(w«hih^^t)iriUini^.oii^e  charters  granted  to  the  £a(l  In- 
dia Company)  al.  ->  .  ^  ,        . 

a»6  Upon  every  cwK>  of  .Cuqti  N*itf  >^  having  been  imported  into  thia 
Icingdom  by  the  Eaft  India^  Coiiyp^myji  <yii  wi^.ch  (hall  be  imported  from 
this  kingdom  as.  3d.  r   .     y     .,  i  (,• 

ZZ7  Upon  every  cwt  of  Cofoi  %%r^%  been  ioiported  into  this  (Lingdoni 
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%^lie  Saft  Ipd^  Compaaj»'M4^^^  ^^  ^  exported  frooi  tUs  kimf 
docn  fts.  9d. 

Imm  H^ipcrted  into  thl^  kingdom  bf;tb«  Eat  XtfKUa.  QMnpsny^  accor^l^  to 
the  Qjo(s  Price  at  which  i'ucb  Sugar  (daU  have  UiefJbid  Jrt  ihB:|Xjb!!c  Met 
Q^^t^  faid  Company,  and  which,  ibali  be  ex|x>rKd  from  thU  kio^dois, 

»k  W*,.      •  .  i    •     ..    ,       .<.-    .;■* T  "    ."»    '    ''•  "'A         •      •      * 

,  .  ji»^  Upon  tvtiy  rqa  h9rfhef).(9f  pwjr  fci>  or  v^\  tmcVtng  outward*  or 
iMnrdf  (expept  ip  ballast)  j^  qr  £roin.lrelaiit|,  die  iilan^a  of  tdoernie^/ Jcr. 
«9».99rlb  Ai4^niey«  Mid  M>i^i^'A^^>'«ei)lMki^M^. 

a 30  Upon  every  ten  burtlicn  p(  ^erj  ftiip.or  vafKfi  cnterid^outwaitfs  or 
l^wjflMlalevccpt  in  ballaA)  to  or  froni  any  pore  or  pbce  within  tb^  Scrd^t 

231  Upon  every  ton h\irAeil.f>f. eveiyibip.or vctfel e^termrontwards or 
iow9-4»<exc^t  |ii  t>aI]a|i)/tQ  m  is»m  asaj.  poit  or  place  in  Rm&st^  or  within 
^B«iMic^fa,,l8*.^r>     »     >vi   ij<     a.>  ,>-  J  ' 

»ja  lipoid  fvepriWl?>»'tbm»rfc»W7&iF0r  vcflel  enfermj^^iitwaris  cr 
inwards  (except  in  balJafl)  to  or  from  any  other  port  or  p(aee  in  l^unm  ts. 
f^i^).'ypoi).fnreryJt^  )>ttr^j^^roKcq{:ihJpor.  vtflei  cancring  outW2rd$  or 
inwards  (except  m  ballaA)  to  or  from  any  01 W  port  or  pUce  within  the  J»^ 
ipili  of  ^he  Cb:|rters.g!(;aoted.(o  the  United  Onopa^y of  Math:  nli  bf  £a;. 
land  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  $»> 

V  «$4  Upoii  ev^  to^  .biirth9»,of  eiary  ftiip  ow  vcflel  entmtig'outwanU  or 
iofWdi  (except  iq.halij^)  t^or  from  .the. Cape  of  Good  Hope  is.  ^.  .  ^ 

«35  Upon  every  ton  burthen  of  every  fliip  or  ivfle)  «nlenD||;  duhvaitfa  or 
i«wiir4ft  (ex{{C{^  in  4>alJb4}  f^o,  wSwm'  any  portor  pbee  in  Ji^c;n,  o^i  ' 
<^rwircenu<;Deratea9r^ercribpdaa,  .   ^  .     . 

»S^  Upon  enry  ^on.burthon  of  every&iporveflel  ^nCeHto^ onti^ar^  or. 
iowa{^|.(ex^Qept  in  baJIaft)  to.  or .4nvn..tiir  I Aand of  Ntfwfotin^hiik)^  t^*  . 
Iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John»  »nd  tlie  Coalt /of  LalM«ior  M., 
:  f  Sy.^pw  ^"^  ton  burthen  of  every  (hip  or  Veflel  entering  oaiwarf «  or 
inwpi^  ^except  in  baiUft)  to  or.fironi  any  poitpkee  in  tkelMfe^ States  a£. 
ftHiTirTt  any  Britiib^ifland,  oniony » or  plancatioa^  i&  Atncrfei,  or  wj  o^ef 
]M.of  America*  not  otherwife  deKribedss.f 

138  That  the  faid  Doties  ih;iH  be  levied,  colkatd,  anil  |laid,  ovtr  above 
aJlniherPiitirtnowp»i4/^p8iy«*>i«*'.     -    •  ' 
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•She-  ftH(5?iHng  Bt'tLS  re<x\^ti  the  Rojrll  Aftcnt  in  the 
couT^ofthM  S(inou».cowtpiepciq^Thur(da^»  November  2; 

ACTS oi  that  period.  .  • 

Nov,  %Of  1797.  AN  Aft  for  c«itimiing»  ind  frrancinff  to  hUMpjoftft  ' 

'  .  .=^  ctlMio^utiM  iipon  Ufaky  Mimq,  C3nI^,  Mi4  P«rfy» 
for  tbe  (ervWfhof  ^e  y^aAiOH^  tJ^m^txuA  fevcn-fatfiidifed^M  iMn€py2>ight. 

Aa  A£^  for  ^r9nii«g<«iiMl  to  hi«*AbH^»  by  i  CondTiteta be'rUftd 
in  Gnat  ffof^Wh-^Aff^BTTM  o£  ibd  yetf  om  thoufiuid  Mtn  kionditA 
and  ni^etr-cigtiA«i       .».•.;•»••  '^"'' 

An  Act  to  amend  and  continue,  until  one  month  after  the  e6odrikfiQb  of 
the  pre&ot  war«  tbe  Drofifiona  Goacainail  irtlUI  Aft  paHWl  in'^he  Semoa  of 
F^lianMoii  of  tbe  tb(r>yrfi»tb  and,  ttuftp^iviMth  yeari  of  Hia^  v^efeif  Ma- 
jefty,  chapter  ninety ^one,  *mdiUcety  on  tbe  twenty  fecoild'of  Jnne«'ohe 
thoufand  irven  hundred  and  nioety-^feven,  for  the  Rtftriaib;)  o^  Pjiycnoita 
of  CaOi.bvihf  Banuk,  r   v.  .  / 

All  Af^.to. continue  antti  tbe exptratlort  of  ditrty^i  itter  di^  cori<- 
menceoKiu  of.t&e  next  SciBofi  of  Parliament,  an  Aft  jMlTd^  iV^tJ|lb''Seifceii 
of  ParliaHne^ty  -of  t^  tiuny^fiath  and^ahbty^fetenrb  yte^  <jp  his  prefeni 
MaMyi  chapter. one  hundred  and  tbirty-fcved,  ^z^/irVf/,  on'^Hfetwei^ictb 
of  julyt  ope  thovfaad  fe«im  hundnkl  and  uiiMy-feven,  .intituled,  .<*  An 
"  Att  to  contiuue.  ?n  A^  made  in  thia  prelbit  SefTton  of  IhifHiment/'' 
eotitu]ed|(  /^  A^  A^ik  «o  r«rt«6  and  tooatitiae  foi"  a  limitted  ^titn^,  and 
amend  kfi  Aft  patf<{^  in  the  prefeBuSc^n  of  Parlramenttebtltuhd  An  Aft: 
to  allow  the  ftanic,  and  certain  Blinking  Companiet,  in  that  part  of  Gnat 
Britauiy  .called.  S^i^ian<^t  to  iflue  tHatn.fwf  (um%  under  a  certain  aiponnt, 
for  aJimitted,tuT|e.i4nd  for  indtikinifyirig  all  perfons,  who  have  iflbci^ 
Notes  for  (tf^9H4uf$^$  of  moDcy  -in  thac^rt  bf  tHe  UnictKl  Kingdom,'  fpt  a 
time  linftittn^.j.     •:  .    «  .    <        •.. 

An  A^  t^cooiinae  rlUtb^  &'iL  {day'of  March,  one  tlioufand  ftvtn  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-nuH^t.fia  Aftinaftd^in  4be  Seffion  of  Parliamcat,  of  the 
thirty  flxth  and  thirty,  feventn  years  of  bis  prefent  Majefty,  chapter 
fevcn^y.  twc^.  viig^i^u^tk  ib^-fiatlvof  June,  one  thoti&nd  feVen  hondred 
and  ninety- feven,  for  prohibiting  tbe  importation  of  Calnbridcrdnd  Frmtk 
Lawns,  into  this  kingdom,  not  being  of  tlie  roanufatfture  of  Ireland,  ex« 
cept  for  the  purpofe  of  being  warehoufed  for  exportation. 
•  December  a,  1797*  An  Aft  to  continue,  until  the  expiraLifm  of  iix 
Wfck«  after  tbe  commencement  of  the  next  Scifion  of  Parliament,  ai» 
Aft  paficd  in  the  Seflion  of  Psrliamtnt,  holden  in  tbe  ihirty-iixih  and 
diirty-  feventh  ye^rs  of  his  prelent  Majefty,  chap'cr  feventy,  'vuieiicet,  on 
the  hxth  day  of  June,  one  th^lkAitlev^huhdred  and  nimety.feven, -ftr 
the  better  prevenaon  and  puniftunent  of  attempts  to  feduceper^s,  ierv-4 
ing  in  his  Mikity's  forces,  by  iea  or  land,  fiom  their  duty  and  aliegiaace 
to  hi*  Mijclty,  or  to  incite  them  to  mutiny  and  difobedience. 

An  Aft  to  continue,  until  tbe  expiiation  of  fix  weeks,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  SelHon  of  Parliament,  two  fereral  afts,  paffied  in 
the  S«mon  of  Parlianunt,  holden  in  the  thirty-iixth  and  thirty-feveorh. 
years  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  the  one  chapter  thirty-two,  on  the  tenth  day 
of  March  *,  and  the  other  chapter  fixty^one,  on  tbe  tweaty  £fth  day  of 
May,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-ieven,  for  fulpending  for  a 
limited  time,  the  operation  of  certain  afts,  made  in  tbe  fifietnt.b  and 
ieventeemh  years  otch^  reign  of  his  prefen:  MiTsl^y,  isr  fefttaiBing  itie 

ntgocjMiotf 


144  iPoiti4xcTk« 

fum/ withm  tlwit  part  otGrtai Brftmm  cmoaBtgJimL '  ' 

*  'utchUnf  ^bf  t^^f'    AjB  Aft  ftt  I'lnMy  'a  ttniltt'  IttA  tf  Mni^%)^ 

iRiDdttd  and  Btncty.eigbt.  ..  f    •  ,  . 

Alt  Aft  to  revire  sod  ctHitioueii  ufltil  tb^nrH  dir  of  Bnfcni  cft^flMv* 
ikisA  0^  Ittififliftd  Md  nintcy^frht/  ks  AStyMd  Intbt  MbiT^Ar^ 
Iteieiit,  boldeo  hi  tm  thirty-fizth  and  clikty^^li  ^Hn  of  %«  ffOtt^ 
^Jbijtny  CMpftry  oik^  nondiM  and  two^  vmhWci/i  on  tli^ MHMtfcodl  dirt^ 
hf  JWIyj  one  t^fand  frVcti  htmdred  vod  iikMtf-it¥eB»  firgia<«ig  fo%n 
Ifejiiy,  tddkional  duties  On  IKftiHe^eav  m  the  ftveral  ^ain  tf  «hr  1%^^ 
Jadds  of  Sc9tmHd^  therein  particobfiy  dclciiDody  for*  a  IibnWb  ffnnvy  Ms 
Ibr  icgolatiDg  the  iSutiet  on  DUKtokt,  in  the  rtfytB^t  diMfib  la  SaT- 
faad. 

An  inEi  itMf'  trie  rttfolacion  Or  nts  "majfewy*f  prafHie  ThtcxM  ^■wk  oft 
ii^itr,  lo  comiilve  oniil  the  twcatyi^fth  day  m  March*  oiie  thoofeod  left* 
MBunsd  vnd  wanfuy^^tnt* 

fixi  .(kJBL  to  continue,  imfil  the  evpiration  of  fix  wed»y  fixan  ebeceow 
■KftceittMtof  ihe'n^t  fc(i«Mi  of  Farfiamcnt,  lb  teucbof  «n  Aft»  pvfiad 
n  the  fftifiofi  of  Partiameot  of  the  tkirty-jBxth  and  thirfy^evtmh  yttn  of 
nit  pTBKMr  Tnajeny J  cnapter  flc^en>  vinfiuvf*  on  tn^  elcvenni  ot  fioocaiKi^ 
ond  ihooifi^  fe?en  hundKii  and  ntoety-inr,  at  rdatet  to  the  i 
ani  eairfyin^  coaA«ria^  of  Wheat  and  Kye»  and  to  the  ' 
ftvtrti  httkm  of  PjroTH|on. 
.  Ad  Aft  10  eominoe,  unti]  the  expiration  of  fix  wetkt  after  the  coop-' 
vnrnecttRm  di  the  next' feffion  or  Irarifafnenti  an  Aft  ptHRfirnathetlMt^ 
fifth  ymr  of  Viia  prcfent  hUje^y,  chaf^tef  fifteen,  ^^HBnr^'«ft  tftelSMeettfr 
daf  o(F  Martb,  one  thonfand  feten  hondred  ind  niiKty* five,  mA  tfib  ar 
Aft  ptfled  in  the  feme  year,  diapter  cfghtr,  iMBtftj,  oh  11e*toc*nr* 
ieoand  day  of  May,  one  thou  land  hrtki  hundred  and  thiiaf*fin,  tnd  uSh- 
another  Aft  pafled  in  the  thfrry.fixlh  Jolt  of  hh  prdbtt  libicty,  chaparr 
ieteniy.fix,  'ouUHcetf  on  the  founeenth  dayof  May,  one  thdbfand  ftUn  Iba- 
died  and  nintty-fix,  relaiinf  to  the  ndmiffion  of  ^aiamartfe)esOf  Merdiiii> 
dite  k  neutral  fiiipt, and  the  ifinhig  of  Ofdert  in  Council  forHhaftmrpoft  ^ 
and  to  eoa6nee  for  the  fame  period,  an  Aft  pafled  fti  Hie  Mbn  oiP^ia- 
ment,  holden  in  the  ihirty-fixth  and  thiiiiy^ffvendi  yearr  of  hit  pceihit 
Majci^  chapfier  twenty  oiie,  nnde^cH^  on  the  aMi  day  of  Dfacfaiihei,  at£ 
thoofand  /even  hondml  and  mneiy-fix,  wifbM^vig  hfr  Mafri^  to  mAf 
rcgolationa  rtAiefting  the  trade  nnd  commefce  to  and  from  tlie  CMr  «f 
C^odHQpi.  .    '  ......         ^•'^ 

An  Aft  t^  tndfftuiiry  fiMii  pcnons  at  hxve  offnttteo  ^o  odiDt^  fflnsfcfrctt 
Sor  offifitrt  «id  emptoymentt,  and'  to  tndcmmfy Jtiftteer  -eff  m^  l*tace/  or 
otherty  who  hateogiitted  to  fegifter  orddWerln  thHr^joiiikratfiftiiwith'.' 
ki  tfar  tittie  dfrtcted  by  Jaw,  tntdtor  eXtendii^'tfae'tiaM  fiiSitefiibr'fhd^ 
forpofea  unfH  the  >wenTy--fifth  oF  Dceemher,  oQe'fTtobfknd^-^vA'htuidxvd^ 
nnd  ninety- ei^y  lo  imiemnify  ^enn^ny  and  Ofiicerv  io'^Cttfct,  Cotporw-* 
iMDty  anQ  noTotigh  Townt^  Wnofc  iidfVtnTiont  have  Wett'eenTOW  twn^ 
sanpod  actlJrding  to  taw,  or  hsWn^^jeeti  ffamped,  liave  been  left  or'jni^* 
)aid,  and  for  att<^ing  them^until  the  twenty-fmh  ^vr  of  iJecetfcber,  'oat* 
tfaowuand  let^il*  bondred^  and  •  wnetyieighrj '  to  ptTyvrdc  adftinnona  9wf 
ftaoiped^  to  fkfM*  (ucB  per fons'af  ftave  emitted  6d  make  ^ntllB^iiSditvfts 
of  the  execution  of  IndcnturcaW^theCH^fet  to- Attofmet  -aUd  Sdfsdjrto, 
to  tBfhtf^nnd  fUb  the  fknie,  oh  <6r*befSi«  Hi^  Bfth'da/  Vyf'M!(h^1nm 
Thrift,  totf>lfh«iM«ilChren  huHdred'tM  nlnity-d^r;  ftdd^rtdemnifyifa^' 
j^uty  (.^metumt  and  Officers  of  thb  MHiCia*  who  hateflcfkfttd  to 
',,..''  -    -'  ••  trtnfmir 


,^ 


CmMt  Mcnptiem  6F  iUt  ^uMkmknt  to  the  Clerkt  of  the  PetctE 
within  dK  tktee  dtRdcd  by  law»  ibr  d^ndiitg  the  time  dkt^td  for  tbtt' 
pui^pstfti  iiilil.(h»$rft-d«y  of  S^aenAsTy  one  thouiaod  fcrcn  bundctd  uid^ 
niQ^ty-eiabt. 

An  Aft  to  give  ftirthtr  ttme  for  executing  and  for  enlarging  the  power 
ef  IQ»  aanadeia^lfat  l«ft  Seffioo  of  Py-lUmenfy  entituled  "  An  Aft  to 
nuTo  Mpd  emboJy  i  Mlitu  Force»  in  Au  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Grcar 
Britaiii»  c%lkdS6tUmL*' 

An  aft  to  ;^ni^  «n  aft^  made  an  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
hia  late  Majei^y  Kiag  George  the  Second,  iatttulcd»  an  «<  Aft  to  enable 
hia  MajeAy  to  grant  oommiffione  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  Pk-oicftantat 
wlio  have  iervad  abroad  as  officen  or  engineers*  to  aft  and  rank  as  olficcra 
or  d^ineerty  iuJmirkm  only*  under  certain  reftriftiona  and  qnalificio' 
tiona/' 

An  Aft  to  amend  two  aftt,  made  in  tfair^*€rft  and  thSrty-^ird  ycara 
of  the  reign  of  his  oreicnt  Majelly,  for  taking  down,  and  lebuUding  the 
parUb  church  of  AiJ  Saints/  within  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of'. 
Southampton. 

Jamuary  \%i  179s*    An  Aft  for  gUmting  to  his  Majcfty  an  «id  and 
contribotion.for  the  prolecution  of  the  war. 

•  An  Aft  (or  allowing,  durin^r  the  continuance  of  the  ptefent  war,  ft  cef* 
tain  praMMTtkNi^  the  men,  railed  in  purfuance  of  two  afts  of  the  left  Sef* 
fioa  of  Parliament  far  augmenting  the  Militia  to  inlitl  into  hie  Mijefty't' 
odm-  forces,  and  to  fervc  until  fix  months  after  the  condufion  of  a  gaooal 


An  Aft  for  cotttinuin^  for  twenty-one  years,  and  from  thence  10  the 
end  of  the  then  next  Scdton  of  Parliameot,  or  the  term,  and  slteriny  and 
cnlaigMig  the  powers  of  two  (brend  afts,  one  oaflcd  in  the  twenty* fonith 
year  of  the  leigo  of  his  late  Majefy,  King  Ueorge  the  Second,  and  the 
other  in  Uie  fiataenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  fo  far  as  the  fftme  relate 
to  npaking  the  road  tbm  Tadcafler  to  Ualtoo  Dyal,  in  the  ^\k  Ridte^ 
of  the  county  of  Vork. 

Mnuuy  ao;,  ^J9^*  An  Aft  to  enahle  his  Majefty  to  order  out  a  cer-' 
^tatn  pcopoftioQ  of  the  Supplementary  Militia,  and  to  provicie  for  the  ne« 
ceffary  ansmeotation  of  meoin  the  feveral  companies  of  Militia«  by  incor- 
porating the  Siipplemeotary  Miittia  therewith. 

ii'tf^t  9,  1 79 8 .    /kn  Aft  for  raxiing  a  farther  fiim  of  money,  hy  Loan  s 
or  Eacheqjyer  mB^  for  the  isrrice  of  the  year  one  thouf^nd  feaen  hundred ' 
anininety-eichtf  .  f 

Aa  Aft  for  iettling  and  fecuring  a  certain  annuity  on  J^ht  Earl  Sftinf' 
'  l^lfmif  and  the  two  neat  peiibiis  to  whom  the  title  of  ^.iH  Satct  Vincent 
Ihall  ddcend,  in  OQitfideratio&  of  the  eminent  fervtce  performed  by  the  fatd ' 
>fo  Earl  Utmt  JTmcent  to  hia  Majt%  and  (he  Pubhc. 

An  Aft  for  finding  and  iccnrtng  a  certain  annuity  on  Adam  Lord  Vlt-' 
cboit  DSavoM,  and  the  two  n»t  peifoat  to  whom  the  tide  of  VSTcounc 
Daainaa  ihail  ddbend,  in  confideratioa  of  the'tminen:  firrvire  performed  by  ■ 
the  laid  A4mB  lord  Vifooont  Duncan,  to  his  M^Vfty  and  the  Public. 

Ab  Aft  ifor  pOHlkiiig  Mntisy  and  i>eiint}oo»  and  for  the  better  pay-  * 
mwtof  tiw  anny  and  then- quarters. 

AiiAftto  lapcal  the  Duties  on  Oold  and  SihrerPlateufed  in  Watch  Cafies.  * 

An  Aft  to  permit,  during  the  contimmnoe  of  the  pielcht  war,  the  sm- 
portuion  of  Salt  from  Portueal  in  nracral  ftipa. 

Aa  Aft  for  reftifying  mtftahes  in  the  names  of  ieveral  of  the  Coumif^ 
fi^ktn  ^pp^ntedi  by  an  Aft  made  in  the  iait  Sefiion  of  Parliament,  to  put 
ia  siecbtion  m  Aft  made  m  the  hiftm  SdKen,  entituled,  **  Ad  Aft  ftr 

AfTUumMfVoulh  179*.  t  granting 
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fum,  *¥rithm  tjiat  pai't  oTGn^aBriimm  dtiled  fW^MM^  '  ' 

"DtcfMnf  )b|  'k^^^'    ^^  Aift  N^  fsnlne^a  ccMunr  ittA  fi^wUuti^wi^ 
I»aiMior;Ekich6q4lci>Bilh9  ferthe  irrvitedFdie  )«tf  dveiMaf'  *^ 
Inmdred  and  Binety-right.  *    *.*  * 

Aft  Act  to  reviTc  snd  ccMTtizraci  ttiftil  ^mtwFn  qwj  of  BfiwtA*  < 
Aild  Mefl  lttifilli»il  Mkd  nm«Cy^frht/!iiB  Aft-piiSW  inlrlit  Mfe 
li^Btnenty  boldeo  i<i  tne  thtrty-fixtli  tad  cliiit]M»|£lit1i  ^u^  of  Wtwdbft 
^/xsij^liT  ciMi|)f tfi  oikc  novoVfed  and  two^  ^wnnctt^  on  ^li^'vfiKtBnio  cBMr 
Of  J^tjt  One  tno^fimd  ftVcyi  BondfVd  ^bd  nnKC^fc^tfit  nif  |[pnau(ni^  towto 
lilitjeiy,  tdditional  duties  on  lKftil|H4e»«'  m  Hie  Avianf  ^aftt  if  Hie  1%^ 
kods  otSe9tknJj  therein  particokrly  dafcrihedy  for  a  HiniMlfffBa,  antf 
IbrreeOlatb^  thetlutkli  on  DmikAut  it  tbtf  mpcdHtt  diMfta  fa  Smt- 
fan/. 

An  aA  itN'tiit  re^Qi'jcion  oF'nts  'nfajM^a  nfiafine  iFftrcea  wvoit  eft 
iiotv,  90  contiikvir  until  the  twcaty^ifth  day  m  March*  mie  thou&mA  fevti 
■oBDnBd  vnd  nmety-fiinc  • 

/Vii  Aft  to  continufy  until  the  cvpirafion  of  (ix  wedeay  fiooi  the  conv 
«e»ceiMeof  ttie^Wkt  iMion  of  ^ftrlSnment,  fb  touch  of  «n  Aa»  pifled 
n  the  feilibn  of  Parlianmit  of  the  thlrty-^xth  and  thirt/^iewnth  yon  of 
tts'firriR!MfllIaj<Ay,  chapter  fHen»  nfMieH^  oo  the  ekeenft  of  MbMAbefj 
one  thottff q|d  feren  hunditii  and  ninet^-fiv,  at  rdatei  to  the  eAjjoiugifc^ 
ami  eaafyin^  toaft«rffe  df  Wheat  and  Kye»  and  to  the  intuohimjoof 
ftvtol  fatfclts  of  PlrorH^on. 

.  Ad  Ad  to  eontinoe,  unti)  the  ex|Hration  of  Ibc  wetka  after  tfe  ooop- 
in^ueeiwrt,  df  the  hext'feffion  of  Parltarnent)  an  Act  |inlarMr*fftdtButys 
fifth  yen^  df  hia  preTent  Majrf^f,  chaj^fef  fifteen,  9^HM^'«t  ^  fiMeeidr 
day  oif  March,  out  thoafand  fe^en  hondred  ^nd  ninety*  five*  mA  Wbas 
A^  ptfled  in  the  ftrmie  year,  diapter  c^t^y,  <HMM»f,  oil  1le'M»cOfy* 
ieoand  day  of  May,  one  tliouiand  iev«n  hundred  tsA  nhety>4lfe,  and  afio 
another  Aft  pafled  in  the  thnry.incth  year  of  hh  pieicat  lybfdiy,  dntpKr 
^eniy*ftx,  muliHcit,  on  the  fovrteenth  day  of  May,  cmt  4iiehhM  ftunlnm* 
dred  end  ninety-iix,  relating;  to  tht  adnnffion  of  certain  artfejes  OfMenSun/ 
dite  in  neutral  iiipa, and  the  iifaiiig  of  Ofden  in  Coimdl fbf^iint*vDrp0ft ^ 
tnd  to  eontinae  for  the  fame  period,  an  Aft  pafled  in  fbt  MM  ofP^ia* 
liient,  holden  in  the  thirty*fixtfa  aiid  thir^^ffventh  yiara  ef  tus  piefent 
Majcipf'  chapMT  twenty  Otir,  nndeHttij  on  the  aMi  day  of  Decfanhcr,  oi^ 
thoofand  levcii  hOndred  snd  nkieiy-fix,  aiiHial^n^  hir  Ma^eKy  to  m^ 
rcgolatioBa  rt()^ing  the  trade  nod  commcrcfc  to  and  fironi  the  Qgpe  af 
C9049i9pi.  ,    '  ....-•>..     ..f 

An  Aft  tft'indefndify  fnch  pcsfont  at  hxre  omitted  to  ^[A^i!^  ilfteMf^ 
fcr  officers  Whd  cmptoyments,  and '  to  mdemmfy Juftfter  -df  me.  -Ffeace/  x 
otfaera,  who  haveogikted  to  teglfler  dridWerin  tHHr  ^Kkrif9«ht0rftlf.'  - 
Ml  the  tiAie  dirftctod  by  Ja«^,  andl^idttendii^  the  time-litAitefllfarth^ 
l^urpofea  tinltt  the  \wewy--fifth  oF  Iletemher,  our  fh'obfknd'^Mh  httddird' 
nnd  ninety  ei^y  lo  imiemmfy  Mettfibt  aiid  Oificera  it^^Citier,  Cotppn-'  ' 
tionsi  and  4lofo«<gb'  Tovrhif  ^hef^  sLdmiffrons  have  bl^nroiniffM  tohr 
nanipda  acHlrdjng  fo  law,  or^hsringHjeen  nampfd,  Tiiave  been  Km  CHr'imfv 
}aid,  and  for  aH^ing  them  uiitil  the  twenty -mth  day  off)tCe(filfer,'one' 
Ihoafhmi  f^Wff '  huiidred'  and^-^^fnet^tiei^h^;  to  ^rovfdh  MmifRona'  Mf 
itanipad^  to  ^kfttM  loch  pe^fons^f  fiave  (fitted  fo  make  antflBe^tlKfilvTtt 
of  the  execution  of  Indenturct  ofthe^Hfrks  hr  Aftofittes  ^afid  Sdfjcit6rt, 
io  ffKfcV^ind  ^  llir 'fkmc'oh  or'befdre  'th^  Hrth"*day  W'M?fch:fe1ni!rt 
Terift,  Mtf'tMOtiHkdChrdi  huHdM^aM  ninety. e^ghr ;  ftfhiiitdMiniiyib^' 
'^tp^Vf  |>€«MaiKa  and  Ofik'ers  of  the  MHitia^  ^q  hete  la^lefttd  to 


fgwafalt  Mcnpiiem  oT  dieir  ^uliicarioiit  ft>  the  Clerkft  of  the  Phictg 
^irithin  dK  tktee  dhtdcd  by  Istw,  ibr  tsicndt]^  the  time  direftcd  for  tbU' 
pui^podie,  iiliil.(h»$ritd«y  of  S^aenAsi^  one  thouiaod  Imn  bundrld  mb^ 
ntftcty-eiBbt* 

An  Aft  to  give  Airthf r  time  for  executing  and  for  enlarging  the  power 
eflQ^  «ai»adeia:^  la(k  Seffioo  of  Pvl»rtkent,  entituled  <«  An  Aft  to 
nuTo  a|id  embody  a  Mtittia  Forcc^  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Great' 
Britain*  c^ikd  S^ptUmdr 

An  aft  to  vo^  «n  aft,  made  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
hia  late  Maje{(y.Kiag  George  the  Second,  intttukd»  an  «<  Aft  to  enable 
hia  MajeAy  to  grant  oommifiiont  to  a  certain  nnmber  of  foreign  Pk-otcftantt* 
wlio  have  iervad  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers,  to  aft  and  rank  as  olficcra 
or  cngineersy  taJUturkti  only,  uniWr  certain  reftriftious  and  qnalifica*^ 
ttona/' 

An  Aft  to  amend  two  afts,  made  in  thir^*€r^  *"<^  thiity-^ird  ycare 
of  the  reign  of  bis  prvient  Majelly,  for  taking  down,  and  lebuiMing  the 
inirifl]  church  of  All  Saints,^  within  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  . 
Southampton. 

Jwmmy  x%$  179s*  An  Aft  for  gUinting  to  his  Majefty  an  nid  and 
contribotion  /or  the  prolecution  of  the  war. 

•  An  Aft  ior  allowing,  durin^r  the  continuance  of  the  ptefent  war,  ft  cef* 
tain  proportion^  the  men,  railed  in  purfuance  of  two  afts  of  the  left  Sef* 
fion  of  Parliament  for  augmenting  the  Militia  to  inlift  into  htsMajeAy't 
otim  forces,  and  to  ferve  until  fix  months  after  the  condufion  of  a  gtnoal 


An  Aft  for  continuing  for  twrnty-one  years*  and  from  thence  10  the 
end  of  the  then  acxi  Scfitoo  of  Parliament,  or  the  term,  and  altering  and 
enlarging  the  powers  of  two  (cvend  aft  a,  onenaflcd  in  the  lwcnty*fonrHi 
year  of  the  itign  of  his  late  Majefy,  King  George  the  Second,  and  the 
other  in  the  luMnth  year  of  his  prefent  MajeAy,  fo  far  at  the  fftfne  relate 
to  rqMudng  the  road  tbm  Tadcafter  to  Haltoo  Dyal,  in  the  Wtk  Riding 
of  the 'county  of  Vork. 

fiknuayz^  ly^S.    An  Aft  to  enahk  his  Majefty  to  order  out  a  cer-' 
tain  propoftioQ  of  the  Supplementary  Militia,  and  to  provide  for  the  ne« 
celTary  augmentation  of  men  in  theleveral  companies  of  Militia,  by  incor- 
porating the  Supplementary  Miiitia  therewith, 

Mmvh  9,  1 798  •    An  Aft  for  railing  a  farther  fiim  of  money,  hv  Loan  s 
or  EiEche^aer  BilUf  fur  the  isnrke  of  the  year  one  thouf^nd  feten  hundred ' 
anininety-eichtf  ,    •  -      f 

An  Aa  for  lettiing  and  fecoring  a  certain  annuity  on  J^l^  Earl  Sflinf 
Pmmtf  and  the  two  neat  peficas  to  wliom  the  title  of  ^uH  Saint  Vincert 
ihall  defeend,  m  ooiUidenition  of  the  eminent  fentce  pei  formed  by  the  fa  id  - 
>hf  Earl  Utmt  JTmcent  10  hia  Maje%  and  (he  Public. 

An  Aft  for  fettling  and  fccuring  a  certain  annvity  on  Adam  Lord  Vif-' 
csoat  AaKMA,  and  the  two  next  jierfoat  to  whom  the  ticlv  of  Vtfcounc 
Dmcioi  audi  dcfeend,  in  con£devatioa  of  the<emincn:  fcrviee  performed  by 
the  iaidX^^Mi  Lord  Vifoooat  Duncan,  10  his  Mi^ef^y  and  the  Public. 

Ab  Aft  for  faftiAiiiigMntiBy  andlHertion,  and  for  the  betterpey-* 
mmtof  <iw  anny  and  cbeir  quarters. 

AnAfttompealtheDntiaionOoldaBdSiiTerPlatetifedin  WatchCafies. ' 

An  Aft  to  permit,  during  the  amtimmnce  of  the  piefent  war,  tbesm- 
portalfon  of  Salt  foam  Ptoctunl  in  aeucral  ftips. 

An  Aft  for  reftifying  roiftakes  in  the  names  of  leveral  of  the  Comnuf- 
fienen^ppointedi  by  aa  Aft  made  in  the  iaft  Sefiion  of  Paiiiameat,  to  put 
ia  ottcbtion  m  Aft  made  in  the  kftm  Sefien,  emituied,  «  An  Aft  fer 
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Sht  the  lervke  of  th«  ^ar  doe  thpuiand  (tveti  bnnditd  and  ii1aety.lHnem* 
ata4  fpr  a^pQintiDg  otfier  pomniiifnofitrt,  tbg^herWfrh  thofcLimved  la  tii» 
irfk  mentioned  AB,  to  put  in  ea^ecutldn  in  A6V  of  this  Scflion  of  Psria.- 
Q^ni,  for  graining  An  aid  to  blfi  Majefty  by  x  Land  Tax  to  be  ra^t«d  m 
GrrSLt  Britain  for  the  femc^  6f  the  vear  one  tboufand'  ieven  bvsdred  and 
j^n^iy-^ighi,  and  for  '^dtmnifying  racb  perfont  as^ave  a6Ved  a<  Commit 
goners  for  ex^curing  the  fa  Id  A'St,  for  grantinr  an  aid  to  hit  Mjjelly  hj» 
Xt»n^'y^7f  to  be  rai(ed  in  Great  ^rit/ui  tbrthelhrvice  of  the  year  itx  tboo. 
|^«d.  iieven  hundred  and  ninety- leven. 

;.  An  A£^  for  continuing,  for  rwenty-one  yfeart»  and  froni  ibenee  fo 
t^  end  of  the  then  ntxt  Parliament,  the  temn*  and  at](erm^  aod  ca. 
Jirging  the  powers  of  two  feveral  Afts,  the  cncinadc  and.paflod  in  the 
twenty  fifth  year  of  the  rei^n  of  his  late  Majtrfty  King  Geoi^e  tbrSe- 
^^j^  and  the  <2[thrr  in^  the  fevenrcentli  ynr  of  the  rtign  ct  bis  prtfent  ICs. 
jcft/»  fpr  t'eyaiiring  the  roads  from  thit  town  of  Leeds,  tbniqgh  Hasvwood 
2ajtb«  iQuth-  Acit  corner  of  rh^  ihc)ofures  of  Harrogate,  and  from  tfaeoce 
in  twp  branches  (one  through  Ripley,  over  Biiragc  Grtcn^  and  theo^er 
^b  rough  KnaieiborcBJgh^ind  Borough -bridge)  toRipon,  and  from  thence 
to  the  hiit  rilt  of  water^  or  water- courfe,  on  Hutton  Moor,  m  tbe  comity 
of  V«rk  i  and  for  repairing  the  floughs  or  ruts  on  the  (aid  Moor,  fe  faras 
,tl\e  Oim^  rel;iU  to  the.  road  leading  from  the  ibutb-weft  comer  of  d^is* 
doAire  of  Harrogate  (through  Knarelborough)  to  Borough  bridge. 
\  An  A^  f«'*  continuing  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  and  tan 
.thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  SefHon  of  Parliament,  the  term  and  ahcriae 
4nd  enlarging  Vhe  powers  of  an  A^  pa^Std  in  the  fifth  yiar  of  tbe  rap  £ 
lis^prefent  Majefty,  for  repairiiSg  tbe 'road  from  Cbatieris  Perry  to  amr- 
momJs  £au,  aiKl  Somei  (ham  Bridge,  and  for  amendhig  and  wxicniiw  ffte 
road  from  Somerfliam  Bridge,  to  the  Sheep  Marlcet  in  ^t.  Xvet,  anft  alio 
t|ie  road  branching  out  of  the  faid  road  near  Stacks  Biidge,  tbrotG^gb  Mfetf- 
iogworthx  to  Earirh,  in  the  city  of  Huntingdon. 

^Prtl  ^t  1798.  Ati  Ad  to  revive  and  cpmiiiue,  innti)  te 'fii*  day  ttf 
May,  one  tboufand  fcvcn  hundred  and  ninety rcight,  an  Aft,  p^ed  to  ifie 
StiSion  of  parliament,  holden  in  the  thirty-fixth  and  thtrtir-feTemiHytm  of 
his  prefent  MajeiVy,  chapter  One  hundred  ^nd  two,  viJetUftt  ofi  tbr  lihac* 
teen :h  day  of  July,  one  tboufand  fetn^n  hundred  and  binety-feven  foi 
granting  to  his  Ma^fty  additional  diitiei  on  diftiUerks  in  ijbe  ievcraLpttti 
of  the  HighUmls  of  Scotland,  therein  parf.c^i tar lydeferibcd,  foralimteed 
time ;  ami  for  rtgulating  the  duties  on  diftilleriett  in  the  refpufiHrrdiilndt 
of  Scotland.  -    .• 

An  Act  to  enable  his  Majcfty  more  effecttiaUy  to  provide  for  tbe  defi»ck 
9rid  fecurity,of  the  realm,  during  the  preGent  war^  and  'fiir  frfdemnifying 
l^ons  who  may  fuffer  in  their  property  by  (bcb  iheafui^s,  as  taay  be  new 
c?'*'iry  for  that  purpoie.  ■       <     .    - ' 

An  Act  to  continue  until  the  tw^ty-Ufth  day^f  Mart^,  one  tboeiand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety,  ninei'ati  Act  paffed  in  the  SeflSwi  Jfrarlramens, 
bolden  in  the  thirty-fixth  antf  thirty- feven th  yean  of  bis  prefextt  Kft^ety^ 
chapter. fevcnty.fixTh,  n/uidhet,  pa,tht  Cixth  day  vf  Jujie,  one  thoaiiad 
Icven  hundred  and  ninety- 1  even  .'^  jfor  dinutowing  thf^  bounty  on  Ia0-il6tft. 
or  canTas,  the  manufacture  of  GKftatBrita'm  ^xpocted  to  f rrtand.         .     ' 

An  Act  to  contii.ij^  fei^^ral  Uwi  i^lating  to  the  grantidg  a  bocmty  «m 
certain  fpecics  of  Bitiih  and  Irifli  Linens  expQ«ted,  and  takfng  dT  the 
dAt.es  on  tlie  fmportarion  offbrelg^  raw  linen  yaros  made  of  &,  tmtil 
the  twcnty,fourth  day  of  JOt«;,  00^  tbottfand  f^^en  bundrtd  and  wimW- 
mne,  tothc  p^t-mitfhfg'the  ekpiM-taiiofi  of  tol)atco-irfpe^fay.  irAB  tttc 
kingdom  ta  the  Bj  itiOi  fugar  colonies  or  plantations  in  tbe  Weft  lodks, 
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bnig^oiU  whennrcr  the  pricei  ot  q[)id<ijiojg^  ^jtim  Rape  Sepd,  a;id.otJ|vpr 
Lp£td>.4Mt)^^..?^^«^  certain  Umit  upaer'tbe  twenty-fimrUi  (jaf 
c»  ^n^!.on«;ftb9ybi)d^^      hv^^cl  ipd  amety-mne  j^  Co  th«  f'urtlier.rttjM' 
ponfm^QUriM^o^Qtrpf  ihe^ihfliet  c^rfied  on  in  the  preenlaifkd  $e%^ 
and  X>aviftS  .Srppghts,  untO  uie  twenty-fifth  day  ol  December,  ocretlic^- 

'"'^'      couragi 
Ithet^ 

.  ai<a^ta;iiuAg,tl^  .^^?jTO^b:9C<j?uitif  b|.C)ark's  hyidrt)fn;(er,  i|i»t)l^tbe  Ari 
day  of  June^'oot  thotifaiid  eight  nundred  and  oni :  and  ^  nmd^of^9Ji  Aft 
.mde  Id  thCftl)i|[^-&^jprff  the^^go  pf.his  prefirnt  l^s^eftv,  for  better 

the  fifth  dfy.of  JA^y»  pat  thov^^n"  ^«yAn  .huii4.i^cd  ana  ninety-  ititje.' 

i^  "^^^  I'fiivive  and  ccptlque,  until/t^  cQii(;lu^n  of  the  pre%t  iM^« 
im  A51  pi^  jn  the.Seffiou  of  Parliament^  holde^  m  the.  tHiihy-iixth  .and 
.thifl^y^icgrenth  years,.  9^(!h>  prc^reat  MfjeAy^  chapter  otie  hundred  Jitfct 
tWenty-ftv^,  «z)f^/tf</,  oii  the  nln^eenth  4aj  of  jul^.  one  thot^iaod  f^v|& 
luiodpcd  al^i  ninety/ fi^enff.. for  authorizing  tiis  M^J^^Y  to  permit  t^  ex« 
ponation  Qf,aD<adduippal  quantity  of  wheat, i^td^other  articles  t^  th^  i/^ioidi 
4^!^ Guernfey,  Jeriey^  af)d  Alierncy.  ^  ^  \        ;. 

An  A£l  to  prevent,  during  the. war,  perfons  refining  or  bebg  iii  Gr^t 
£ritaiA  from^vancing  mc;t)ey,  or  tf^e£ls  for  the  purch^fe,  or  on  the  creaijb 
of  def)ts  owiqg  to  the  Goyer^eot  of,  the;  United  Provinces,  or  any  bodirt 
politic, oi:  corporate,  or  .any  perfoj^s  within  the  faid  provinces,  without 
Hceace  for  f hat  p^r|io{e ;  jand  for  exiting  ^heProvifions  of  an  Afi  ma^ft 
.la  the  thirigf'thiccLyear  of  the  reign  of  his  prefcnt  Majelly,  more  ^ffef- 
tually  to' prevent,  duri;^  the  prefent  war  be^een  Qre^t  Britain  a^d 
Fiwtf  all  t^itfrQU%«orrefpondencf  witb«  pr  aid  or  afli/^ance  being  given 
to,  his  Majcfty's  enepuc^,  to  the  fajd  Uni fed] Provinces,  and  to,  tbe  ptf. 
^Ibnaexarqii^i^the  jowera  p( Qovemroent  theieio,  and  .alCb  to  tl^e  perfooi, 
tecritpries,  and  places  uncicrGovcmmept.  , 
.  Ai^  A«,  ia,aipp¥i.  |wro  A^s*.  «ga<ic  in,  the  twenty,  fixth  ye^ii*  of  ^Killig 
George  the  Second,  ^nd  the  twemy-eighth  y^ar  of  the  rcjign  of  his  preftpt 
.JMajefty,  refpc^iig^the  pcrtprmaDce.of  Qjiarantipe ;  for  puni^ing  perforii 
Ji^H^  coptra^ry  to  any  Order  in  Council,  which  may  be  made  for  layii^ 
.any  fmbafgo  oq  (hip^  or  yefleIs,,or  foi'  prohibiting  or  regulating  the  e?r- 
pprtaiioQ  of  any  ffoods^  wares,  or  mcrcban^iwi  to  pjcyent  the  f^tidulept 
.wnportaiion.  of  Glafs  into  this  kingdom  j  for  permitting  th*  removal  of 
^C^ffce  and  Coc^a  QQidwlC^^,  for  the  gre^fer  cpnvcnience  ot  exportation,  ^ 
^lithoikc  tbe  (pommiiJipncrs  of  the  yiftoms  to  return  the  duties  pi^Pd  ^ 
jgooda  lingoried  which  (hall  ^c  Ipl};  or  deftroy.qi  before  the  landing  thereof, 
to  prevent  veflcis,  licenced  by  the  Admiralty,  fr^q^  beipg  frnj^a^ed  in  Anf 
^r%w:^'?P^)»ni«"t  ijat  j!enprt|fd,bj|Jl^eir|licence^5  tprjpcrmiftingwir.ca 
jPMt-fin,po*rd  ^y.pf  his  Mai^fty's  l^^ps,  to  be  rtmovecsj  f lom  pnc  (hip  %» 
anpthcf,  without  helng  firil  landed  find  w^rehouiW>  auj  fi^  eitteoding  tbc 
ibe  Pfoylfipns  .of  ^  Aa,.  Mjtfie  in  )h?  thirty  third  yegx;  of  tho  reign  /^f 
>f8  pre«nt  KUJcfty,  to  wmcs  deliy<;rtd*ihto  the  cliafge  oi  tf^'Q^U^dov  a^ 
Comptroller  of.  his  Mj*jt:ily*s  Cufto^a  at  the  port  of  Falmoutk,  , 
.:  Aq,^  for.  incirMfing  the  Ratpii  'pf  Suhfi({epcc  jto  be  p?iid  tp  ImikeqMtt 
an^^Pll^raoriqwa^^el;iog/bl4ierSf .,     w.        , 

An  /^  f9r^4;iDg  compenfa^iop  ^  ^fcie  prppnetp«  pf  JUwis.and  Hc- 
t;ulifwncnts  purchaM  m  purfiiance  of  -an  Aa,  |i^a^  ii^  thp  ihirty-tunrr^ 
Jip  of  the  rtign,  of  hi»  prefent  Majcfty,  for  the  brtuc  ikurii^  his  Ma- 

^r^     ./   ,.  J«fty'» 
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jdlyVlfewiHA*&'d  btlid  WeA«;iil*t!ic'c<*iilte  a§i .  _ 

'\o  certain  owncri  and  bC(nk»W$  of  1l^t/*i^lio^fiii^cfttiiiialMr  Mk«r 
'  dkfnigc  in  cQnfcqucnct  df  tjie  fjdd'tlft. '  '^ '*^^  "^  ^''^^  '"•  ''-.-.,• 
^  :  An  Aa  for  pavibr,  rrtai%,  ritarffiT^^qiJifolf  aHi« 

BigKway;  fireetf  andliW; '  in  ^  tdwnf 'aM>}t:4^H^,  ^«B  l_ 
<  tho^ofj  in  the  coun^  of  Kent,  and  for  ^^morinffaiid  yfVHiiiiBg  i 
.  incef  and annpyancei  thfi^in.  '    ^*   '*     ""    -'    ':?tc-a  i..    ;  ..     - 
^      An  Aft  to  amend  an'a^  rt^ad4  {n  'tlit  hfi^ty^-Yi^brA'^Ci^  «f  fl 
-  of  Ms.prcfent  MijeAy,  fortiiilding;  ai  bFidgt  dvaftfit  rfffer^Odfc,  i 
TKaYcn,  inthecoitefy  dfSuteu  ..:-%-<->-. 

*"    Ah  Acf  for  entarging  fh(r;toWcrl  of  Ae  Comptoy^^^Brtliiai^^i 
,^citjt  ojf  Edinbuijjh,  ^ 

Ad  Ac^  for  cpntinuift?  for  twdity-oae  jttni  andMtt  Acftce  ib  i 
'  end  of  Ifien  next  feilTon  of  ParUanient,'the  term,  tnti  iwciiJiMg  the] 

.#f  tw9  afli,  nCfe&ivtly  mid^  in  the  twenty-toh  year  of  ^  rapi  oF  Ins 

ClBlk 

upon  CaftkibwerbT' ^aftttft  t» 

f  C^W^cck,  all  tn  the  bounty  of'bumWiand. 

'    /^A6i  for  cpntifiulne,  for  the  term  of 'CweDtJr-oneTomy  aid  frooi 

^^ihence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feflioii  of  Pirliainhnr,  tnettm*  andal- 

.  ttjinf^  and  enlarging,  the  powers  of  an  a£i,  pafled  in  iHe  fcvcosccmii  year 

'  *  dttke  reign  of  "hi?  preftht  Majtftv,  for  re^Muring  and^videmng  lite  roaid 

'"  froih'  a  places  called  Crouch  Hill,  in  the  pariih  of  Heniield»  to  ttaetun- 

^%  pike-i?Q^d»  leadrng  from  BriffhtHelrojSone  to  Cuckficldy  ami  -kwn  tlircaft 

"  ude  of  the  faid  turnpike  road  to  the  to#n  of  Dhchling,  in  the^^ocmtj  of 

^qifcx,  and  alfb,  fcfr  repairing  apd  widening  the  road  tioai  tFbley^tAna, 

In  tb^  pariih  of  HinlVerpoint,  (o  the  Marie  Pit  oppofitt  ti»  'Kewtimber 

'  Bixud-lane,  in  the  fiiid  county.  '  .    ;  ■  i 

Ad  A&.  for  repairing  and  wid^ing  feveri]  rbadt ,  ,tn '  t!ie  panotf  ef 

Dumfries',  to  continue  in  force  unfil  the  i|l  dav  of  May,  onrthoofand 

« right  hundred  and  nineieen,  and  from  thence  to  the  Mi  of  the  Afi  iie<t 

fcflipniof  Parliament  i  and  for  conYenm^  the^ftatute  hibour,  within  Aeiaiid 

:i^ouiity,  into  money,  and' applying  the  fiimetowardi'ftpairii^tbebigk- 

wayi^  Within  the  nid  county.  ''  "  ' 

All  A&.  for  more  efFe^uaUy  repairlne;  widenhig,  afid  inrproviBg*  the 

.V«ad  from  Sombe  Bridge,  through  Wmfley  aAdlBradfdid   tp   Smer. 

ton,  and  the  road  from  Bradford ,  Bridge  to    Cockbllt 'Gate,   andf  the 

,  I  td-jd-ii'^tn  the*  bottom  of  Mafoirs-lane,  near  the  town  of'Bradibrdy  all 

in  the  county  of  Wi^rs,  to  join  the  turnpike  road,  leading  fiom  tbecity 

« of  Bath  to  Kingfdown,  at  or  near  Bathtbrd  Bridge,  in  the  conntj  of  Se- 

f mcriet,  and  alf'o  leYcral  other  roads^  leading  frdm,  or  near  tHe  Gad  rvada 

<in  the  faid  ccunty  of  Wilts,  and  for  n^aintainmg  a  bridge  orer  the  Yhrcr 

*  Avon,  at  Stokeford,  in  the  fame  countjr'; .    .'    ^  ' 

«    An  A^  for  cdntinuing  for  .twt;nty-ooe  yean,  and*  from  tbeocr  to  the 

end  of  the  next  fe/Son  of  Parliagientj  the  term  and  eil^laf^n^  tbt  powers 

^of  two  levfral  a£is,-pB^d  in  the  twehtj-firth  year  of  the  reigri  of  tut  Itfe 

*Maj«fty  King  George  the  Second  j  ancTxp  the  ninetccmh  yeaf  W  tlSe  raigfx 

^f  Ivts  f  refeni  Majcfty,  for  rq>aidng  tlje  road,  frorti  the  tCwn  cf  CSren- 

ccfttrio  the  town  of  Sttoud,  and  that  paft  x>f  Rodbortugh  hiH,"  Wbich 

4tctUi  loD^MttM^idge^  ahd  a.Uo|  the  road  kail Ing  Irom  'tiii;nceftef-  to«»ard« 

.  Bifl<y»  ii>  far  avthe  bottom  if  Gwl}>h  HiU^ilt  m  the  comity  dfG^tniceller. 

?Ai»  A ^  tfir^mors  ^StBxzWy  rrpairing,  widentpe,  altering  and  ithprdWng 

^ht  rccd  f rem  the  town  of  ManchcllVr,  by  a  place  csStca  the  w  Jiitc  Sinid^,  in 


the  Bam*  to  the  town  of  Burr}  MfLaKot.  t^m  wto  from  t3»  faid  plaoe 
-  ^tw^ffepc-VHrn^nrW^oi^ff'  of ,P|«ilwi€li,  all  tn  tb^  Cona^  t$htim 

AaAsTlbr  oib&ging,  lS>r  the  ter^  of  twcnt^^ne  jean  iMd  jfr&m 

r  i^i^mmW  ^.p^iOl,4UxhKa  jjacc^ofi  of  Parbament,  ^  .toin  and 

'im"!«rs  »f  ^^,  madcio  the  eighte^th  year  of  tW  reign  of  fiU  p^sfsnt 

Maj^f  for  rcpoiriog  and  widening  the  roads  leading  from  the  citjr  of 

Mlowiiifrt^^V^^  Chdbtcoham».aQA,!t«^i^*ft^>  ^  tbf  cdunt/  of 

Gloucetter.  .  ..  * 

.   3     Ap  AA  fiv  ODntinuing  for  tvent|!-ope  years,  and  from  timet  4o  the 

r^fl^  of  the  t|^  «^m  ieiTion  of  Parliament,  she  term  of  two  m$  ^;aadt  in 

.t)ie  (w«#ty.^ch  year  of  the  rd^  of  bit  \W  MaJrl^y  King  GeQi|;e  tDe  Se- 

.cqfidy,a9d,««^  thccigfitb  year  of  bis  piidjait'Majeity,  (bfar  ^  the  him  relate 

:«o.clie  foadi  from  the  top  of  Crickley  ]f|i{t«  in  the.^nmty  of  Ooucefter  t* 

Fr%24iU»  through  the^towns  of  >&nhljca^h,  Burfbrd*  addWitnej^.'ind 

the  parilhes  of  Handborougfa»  and  Bladon  to  Campsfieldy  in  the  Mrilh  of 

Ki4f9gto«»^iA«the^co«oty  of  Oxford*  Mid  aHb  the  road  finom'Cattopifield, 

Jq  the  turnpi|t,e  uf^id^  at  or  near  Endow  Bridge,  in  the  (aid  countjr  of  0»* 

,Jfot4,        ....'..,  .         ^     " 

.    .    Jfril  a](^47.9S*    An  AS  to  empower  bU  Majeity  to  t^ctire  and  detain 

,£ifcb  pefTons  as  bis  Majcfty  (haU  fufpe^k  are  confpiring  dgalnft  lixs  Perfon 

'>Dd<Q9veni{nent.  .:     .     .  .  .    ' 

Maj.^  i79i.  .An  A^  for  raiCpg  tlie  fum  of  fetenteen.  millions  by  tnj 

.w^fAunuitie^y    ,  '  .  .     • 

.  j     AaA^  %,d(^dlaf>ngtbt, validity  qf  two  Orders  In  Conncit,  dated  the 

6th  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand  levcn  hMndred  and' ninety' four*  and  itm 

ll^iitittb  <^y  of  ^/^rc^y  one  thoyfaod  feven  hundred  and  ninety-eigbt,  and 

/or  cnl^fgiDg  the'  tiini^  of  .appealing  in  Frile  Gaufts ;  and  for  oermitting 

:    ^ap^^s  to  be  pr(^\)ttd  ajftcr  fucH  tifne  (ball  have  elapfed^  in  Ittch  fpeciu 

^    cavietas  his  Ma^c^v  by  an  Order  in  Council  (hall  authorize. 

I    An  AA  tGu^^iKDcf  an  a^,  pa(Ied  in  the  twenty ^iifventh  year  of  bis  pro- 

fcnt  Majeily*s  reign,  entituled,  **  Ah  act  to  amend  an  act  for  allowing 

. '  the  impojtatiflfi  and  exportation  of  certain  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mcrchan* 

.  fiiitt  m  ^  Porta  pI  iCingfton,  Savantiah  h  Mar,  Montego  Bay,  and 

2     Santa  Li>^«  is  .the  iilai^d  of  Jamaica,  in  the  Port  of  St.  George,  in  the 

mpd  of, Grenada,  imbe  Port  or  Rj^rSUi,  in  the  iflimd  of  Dominica,  and 

.  ,;jin  the  Pon  of  NaflaVi  jn'the  ifland  of  N^w  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 

;    Iflanda,  uncjcr  certain  r^fijuhtioni  and  rtftrictlons." 

;    , ,  An  Act  to  yary  the  |}ne  of  the  Ketmet  and  Avon  Camd,  authorifcid  to 

V,.  beniaae  by  two^^9>  piffti  in  the  thirty  foutth  and  thirty-fix th  years  of 

ihe  retgn  of  bis  preiVnt  Majt((y|f  and  alu>  to  ej^tcnii  the  ^wers  of,  and  t» 

..  |uncn4.^Xaida^v 

«  -v<  jA^  A^  to  ame^d  an  act,  made  in 'th^  twenty- e(ghdi  year  of  tKe  rnsv 
\,,  ofms  ptrfent  Ma^efty,  for  enlargh)g  and  Irafproving  the  hirbour  of  Lettlu 
'^,  ,  An  AA  to  incorporate  ciu-liQh  peffoni  therein  naiined  and  Acir  ftic- 
'  r  9mr<^  ^iib  projp^r  powers  £or  the  tAirpbfe  gf  coAtinuihg  a  Mandiiftory 
.  fi  Plate  Glafs,  origmally  el&bliAed  under  an  a^,  palled  ih  the  t ftbyear 
*rf  bis  prelcnt  Majefty's  reign,  which  Is  now  expired.  ^ 
An  Af^fc>>'<<>n(it>"><*S  fottwennf-  one;  y^rt  an^'ft^tfaence  to  tlieend 
,  fifths  next  fdlion  of  Parliament,  the  terixx,  and  altering  tfae-po^cra  oC  tWo 
'    'a(t»#  paflVd'  iti  the  twesty^himh  aad  thirty-Tiri!  }'ears  dTfalf  pretet  Map 


f 


hf  Muirki^k,  to  the  cofinn^  of  &»  tounty  q^  Af>  ^  ^^  >*^  <«■» 
«iufiicatlng  iberawith,  ftnd  the  roadCrom  tbe  irUlagc,or.Cafli8b  ind  iife« 
.Bodge  of  Glafgov,  by  tbe  chapel  of  CmhoOau^  till  k  jouM4fae  m4 
^rdm  flamUtoiLl^  fiiirhbatik  towatUi  IRBghtkmmt  ia  the  couii^  of  Rio. 
fi^w ;  and  for  building  a  bridge  over  tb«  rirer  Clyde  uDatnuBOfky  4V 
fFarm'Fbrd. 

An  AA  for  more  dftftually  repairiBg  (ernalirotdt  ia  tlw  c««aliB»^ 
^bulmgt  Dumbarton,  and  Perth. 

'  An  Act  for  making  a  new  road  or  free  tfrom  FVeeicfaool^ftnct,  Soocb* 
■rafk,  .to  Dookhea4»  4nd  fimn  ihcnce  through  titcknian*a>coiirt,  oifacr* 
^rife  Rofe-courty  to  LlHiput-Hall  Bridge  in  BcmoDdfey }  and  for  aim. 
^f^  for  the  term  of  twenty- one  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  ttc 
idicttmxt  feflion  of  Parliament^  the  tenn  and  powers  of  three  acts*  piM 
jn  the  :twenty-focond  year  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  tfarSecfitd^ 
r^ndin  thfc  fitvetfth  and  thirty-firft.  years  of  his  prefait  Maj«Sj»  for  fluk* 
Jng  n  new  road  from  l(ew«ftreet,  in  Southwark*  to  and  througb  the  knrtl 
dpiaces  therein  mentioned,  and  for  repairing  the  iame,  and  other  mads  a^ 
|binmg. 

*  An  Act  for  contiiminfr  for  twenty^ne  years  and  foom  thenee  to  thecntf 
^the  then  next  ieifion  oFParliammty  the  term,  and  altering^  aad  colaipiy 
tbe  powers  of  an  act,  palTed  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  ofhb  pre* 
ifoit  MajeiVy,  for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  from  the  town  of  Halt* 
i6x,  in  the  Weft  Jliding,  of  the  county  of  York,  to  the  town  of  Shcftd^ 
m  the  fame  Riding,  fo  tar  as  relates  to  the  road  irom  Hudderafidd  to  Vaii 

An  Act  for  making  and  maintaining  a  road  from  near  DinweoJi^ 
tCieen,  in  the  county  of  Dumfries,  to  or  near  Elvanfoot,  in  the  coaoTy  of 
J>anark.  .  ' 

An  Act  to  continue  for  twcnty-one  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  eai 
.of  the  then  next  feiTion  of  Parliament,  the  tens,  and  alter  thejwwcrs  of  a* 
<act,  paAed  in  the.  iSth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  nre(ent  Majefty,  for  repair* 
ing  the  roads  from  Whiftle  Bridge,  in  the  parifti  of  fiarwick,  in  the  cowtf 
-oTSomerfet,  to  tbe  turnpike  road  in  the  parifli  of  Chairminfier,  in  tkft 
xoimty  of  Dorfet ;  and  ^m  the  Croft  in  the  town  of  Maiden  Nuwiun,  t« 
a  ftr^im  of  water  tn  the  pariih  of  South  Perrotr,  m  the  county  of  Dor^ ; 
-  tfrom  Furze  Moor  Gate,  in  the  parilh  of  Broadwinibr  to  Lenham*s  Watcc» 
in  the  parifii  of  Beaminfter  ;  from  Bugler^s  Comer,  in  the  town  of  fieu 
■ninfter,  to  the  Dorfetihirt  Inn,  in  the  parifh  of  Woolcome,  and  from  tif 
Aowmof  Pranmton,  to  the  weftern  tunipike- road  near  Steepleton,  in  d^ 
faid  county  of  Dorfc^.  ^ 

Ato  lo,  179s*  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties 
«n  &Jt. 

An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an.  additional  duty  of  excUe  opoa 
Tea,  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  act,  made  in  the  left  feflion  of  Pnr- 
Aiainent  as  chargts,  a  duty  of  five  poinds  pir  ctntum^  upon  Tea  impogrf' 
into,  or  fold  in  Great>Britain.  .    ,       * 

An  Act  for  repealing  the  dutirs  on  Houfcs,  Windows,  and  lightaoa 
inhabited  Hoofes,  and  on  Clocks  and  Watches,  and  fisr  granting  to  bil 
Majefty  other  duties  on  Houfes,  Windo^^t,  and  Ligh|s,  and  on  inhabifeA 
Houfes  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ah  Act  for  repealing  the  dbty'upnn  Male  Servants,  Carriage,  Hofics» 
*Mules/  and  Do^s,  and  for  granting  to  hit  M^jcC^  .other  .dubea  in  iicft 
•^lerctn* 

As 


*  -  ittir  Kdt%b  fnMit  darjirr  Hfk  wwr,  \^etka$  fiMfng  or  ht^  lA-  Gmau 
Britamr^^'om  |dhrantitif  Money  or  Effect s  for  the  purchase  or  on  tH 
credit,  «f  dthft'  owitig;  to  any^  ^t  the  GoTemmcnts  in  Smiferlmmly  or  ai^ 
MoA*n  politic  dr  Corporate,  or  apy^lbni  thereitii  without  licence  f<i| 
that  pttrpofe;  for  extending  thff  providbns  of  an  act,  made  in  thelrhi^]r4 
Urird  year  of  tInrrMgn  4f  hts  prefent  Majefty,  more  effectually  to  prevent*  ' 
M»r  BE  the  prefent  war  between  Gfcat-Britan  aad-  France,  all  traitcroni 
corre^ondence  with,  or  aid  or  afiiftance  being  given  to  his  Majefty^s  enc* 
9Die>,  to  Switzerland,  and  atfo  the  provifitmt'  of  an  act  made  in  the  thirtyj 
fourth  yrar  of  the  reign  of  hit  preient  Majeily,  for  preveating  Money  of 
£ifbA«  in  the  hands  of  his  Majefty^s  fubjefls,  belonging  to  or  difpofablc 
bt  any  perfoni  refidtntn  in  France,  bein^  applied  to  (he  nfe  of  the  pedbna 
jtxerciHng  the  powers  of  Government  in  France,  and  for  prtferviog  ih{ 
ipropcrty  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  owners  thereof^  to  the 
IJattedrrovincei  and  to  Switierland,  and  to  the  perfons  exerci£ng  tb# 
|>owert  6f  Govern mrnt  therein,  and  alfd  to  the  Jaeribnf  territories  an4 
gilac^s  under  their  Goverdmcnt. 

'  An  AA  to  enabte  his  Majefly  to  call  odt  a  part  of  the  Militia  i^  tlait 
Mrt  of  Great-Britain,  called  Scotland,  and  to  amend  an  aA,  made  m  tbf 
Jaft  fcffion  of  Parliament,  entituled,  **  An  A6I  to  raiie  and  embody  a  Mk 
luia  Force  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  called  Scotland/*  *" 

An  AA  for  the  better  paving,  lighting,  and  cleanfing  of  the  ftn^eft^ 
lanes,  and  other  public  patTages  and  places,  in  the  t(^vn  of  Newark  tipofk 
Tredt,  in  the  connty  of  Nottingham,  and  for  removing  the  Market  fo^ 
Botchers*  Meat,  in  the  faid  and  for  regulating  Market,  and  for  repeallnjg 
kn  aA  made  in  the  twentv-feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majefty 
Aueen  Elisabeth,  entituled,  "  An  Aa  for  the  paving  of  Newark  upon 
1  rent,  ki  the  county  of  Nottingham/* 

An  A€t  to  continue  for  the  term  of  twenty.one  years,  and  from  thence  to 
l^end  of  thtr  then  next  feffron  of  Parliament,  two  a  As,  feverally  palTed  in 
tk»  twcnty-iiiath  year  of  the  nrign  of  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the 


ith  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcft^,  for  repairing  the  roads 

I  Hamam  Hill,  itear  the  city  of  New  Sarum,  m  the  county  ot  Wilts,  to 

kinirenchment'oit  Afkerwell  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Dotfet,  and  from  the 
ladez  Poft  on  the  fide  of  Harnham  Hill  aforelaid,  In  the  county  of  Wilts. 

.  An  Aft  for  continuing  for  twenty-one  years,  and  ,firom  thence  t6  the 
tn^  of  the  then  next  (efKon  of  Parliament,  the  term,  and  altering  and  en- 
larging the  powfrs  of  two  afts,  made  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  the 
leign  of  King  George  ttic  Second,  and  the  nineteenth  yrar  of  his  prefent 
Ma)eily^  for  repairing  the  road  from  the  city  of  C  u  iifle  to  Hie  town  of 
Penrith,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  from  the  faid  town  of  Penritli 
to  l^moBC  Bridge,  which  divides  the  counties  of  CumbcHand  and  Weft- 
moreland. 

'  ii^  tSt  1798*  An  JV£l  for  granting  to  his  Majelly  the  fum  of  two 
(randred  thoCiIand  pounds  to  be  ilTued  and  paid  to  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany c/^he  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
Coinmi^oners,  for  the  reduAionof  the  National  J^bt. 
'  'An  A^  to  after  ^nd  amend  To  much  of  an  act,  p  iffed  In  this  prefent  fe£Ron 
of  ParltaAient,  enrituled,  *'  An  act  for  granting  an  aid  to  bib  Majeliy,  by 
ifiaaATkKtohe  raifed  in  Great-Britam,  for  the  fervice  of  the  vear  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety  eight,'*  aa  reUtes  to  the  qualification 
of'Conimiflictfiers. 

^  An  Adt  for  tlie  more  fpeedy  aiid  -efi^ctnal  Banning  of  his  Majefly*a 
Navy. 

*•'-  An 


I 

An  Aetftr  hefting  dhrm  L«nJ<  and  » i  rfiUhwiHg  Is'dii  f 
Palito,  ID  tbc  couptjr  of  Y«rk,  in  trufttct  and  ikttr  k^n^  «pon  < 
truftft  thcitm  memioaedy  diidnurged  6om  all  chint «(  iIk  Ormp^m  «». 
fiicct  of  any  fiM-feitqre  inclined  undcrf  or  bj  vwlue  «f .  tke  '^ 
Mortmainy  or  the  M^ws  rejiting  to  MoiynniB.     ^ 

An  Act  for  re-building  tbe  Wbrl^bonfe  of  tbc  |«nAl  ol  St. 
in  tbe  cky  of  London,  and  for  ibo  better  nlicf  and  efifloya 
poor  in  tbe  faid  pnriib. 

All  Act  lor  extending  the  Ncntb  Cannl  Mavigation,  nnd  kt  i 
i^  act,  piTcd  in  the  thirty^firft  year  of  the  reign  of  bU  pnstat 
for  making  tbe  faid  QuaL 

An  Act  for  anooiding  and  enlargmg  tbe  powm  of  nn  act*  pnlbd  in  cfcn 
thirty -firit  year  of  tbe  reign  of  hie  preferit  Majedy,  eotitolcd,  '*  Aa  net 
for  making  and  mainuining  a  ^aTsgable  Canal  fram,  or  iromimr  to  tte 
town  of  BiiaMi|gbam»  in  Uie  county  of  Warvrick,  to  coomiiinicniie  vitb 
t^  river  Scvem,.  near  the  city  of  Worcefter/* 

An  Act  for  making,  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  Canal,  or  Caani  and 
inclined  plane  or  railway,  from  and  out  of  the  lilewcaftle  unrier  Iryme 
Canal,  to  tbe  Canal  of  Sir  Nigel  Bowyer  GrcOey,  Br.  near  tbe  tow»  of 
NewcafUe  under  Lspnt  $  and  alfo  a  branch  of  Canal*  or  inclfaied  plane  or 
Tnilvr^y,  from  and  4>ttt  of  the  £ud  laft  mentioned  Canal»  at  or  ncnr  Apn- 
dale,  to  certain  Coal  and  other  Works,  all  in  ifae  cmuty  of  StnUbivl. 

An  Act  for  confirming  and  carrying  into  execution  certain  Articles  nf 
Agreement  made  and  entered  into  between  Bailby,  Lmd  Bifliop  of  Lnn> 
don  i  Tbomaa  WomI,  Eiia.  i  Sir  John  Frederick,  Br.  and  Arthur  8ian» 
hope,  Efq. ;  Sir  John  Moiftead,  Bt.  and  Dame  EUanheth,  bia  wiitt  and 
Kobert  Tbiftlethwayte,  £(q.  and  Selina,  hit  wife,  and  tb»  Company  of 
Proprietors  of  tbe  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  for  other  puipoict  tboeia 
mentioned. 

An  Act  to  entble  the  Company  of  Proprietora  of  tbe  Canal  Naeiiglion 
from  Manchefter,  lo  or  near  Aihton  under  Lyme  and  Oidhimt  ^  Aud»^ . 
and  complete  tbe  fame,  and  the  feveral  Cutt  and  ^tber  Worka  auibmaril  . 
to  be  made  and  done  by  them,  by  the  feveral  acu  paffiNl  §or  tbaipwpnfe^ 
and  for  amending  the  iaid  acu,  and  granting  to  tbe  ftid  Cenpasy  firair 
and  other  powers* 

An  Act  to  alter  and  enlarge  the  power  of  an  act,  poflod  in   the 
twenty,  levcnth  year  of  tbe  reign  of  bia  prefcnt  Majdb,  cniiittled,  '*  As 
act  for  diriding  the  parifii  of  St.  Jamei,  in  the  city  ana  county  of  BnAoi^ 
and  county  ol'  Gloucefter,  and  for  building  a  Chiirch«  and  penvidinra'  - 
Cemetery  or  Church- yard,  and  Parfomige  Houfe,  within  the  new  poriln*^  ' 

An  Act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  powera  of  two  aetai  p^AAUl 
the  tnirty-fecond  and  udrty-fiftb  years  of  the  id^  of  bia  {psdant  Ma^  « 
jefty,  for  making,  amending,  widening,  and  keqnng  in  crpair,  tbe  roadt 
Irom  tbe  Ne«v  Bridge  o«cr  the  water  of  Alircixl,  ob  tbe  confines  nf  ike  . 
counties  of  J^dioburgb  and  Liotitbgow,  by  Bathgate*  to  BaiUieAan»  in  .. 
the  county  o|  Lanerk,  and  certain  bnnches  of  road,  £ro0t  the  finA-titoe^ 
road,  and  for  the  other  pirpQfef  thcfein  mentioned.    ...  .  '*. 

An  Act  for  coiftinuihg  tor  twenty-one  years,  nnd-from  ihenorta  the  •q 
end  of  the  then  oext  iefiion  oJF  patliament,  two  acts,  the  one  paicdis  fbs 
twenty-bxth  year  of  tbe  mffk  of  bis  late  Majcflf  JCing  fieneyi  ibeSe*  i 
QBml,  cntituwdt.  «<  An  act.ior  rapairing 


..     ^^-.-,-  lapairinK  and  widening  tbn  l 

I  Louicombe  Corner,  in  tbe  P0ri4i  of  wiaterflow  to  Harnban  Biid§r,A . 

I  the  couaiy  of  Wiks,  aid  uuAtbe  wdb  cocn^  ci  it.  JUaw>iffsd^  lA 

I  tbe  city  of  New  SaiuRif  tgtbe  pidfies.nC  Landfbri  nd  Bcooktt  m^' 


iitBifrte  -Ati^  t$% 

a^fl^  4K0^  'tl^wNfflf  ''•ff  ifwn  ^Lani^fora  i^Ntiuct  tlinnxgh  Owen  and 
^Mhifvo^y  M  Buhfig  if^eAild  V  ^  tli^  ^oiMtf  ofSotithampfOn  $"*  and  th' 
fvtiitf  f^llM  10  ^  i^M  yearof'tbi  mgh  oF  his  pVefent  Majeftj  to  ^on~ 

»nd  wkkmng  i&e  ro«d  from  fHe  'JBtamJ«y  and  Ritirwoo^  turtitttkb-Cc*^ 
|)fBiPtbe>ou4b  ^  VHMti*  F^,  t»  Lindhurff,  and-fr  m  a  ph'c<r  caircd 
|ia«i^il-F«rd  '^rtAiiih'^  Oointf ^iA  t^  Taid  booilty  of  Sontbani^n,  ini 
for  rfpairiDlE  |be  looCwayi  wiibio  the  (aid  city.  .    ..   .       i^  . 

•■An  A€kM6ift^^itf^'i6r4maity  owtydrn,  sad  from  tWcc^  Hit 
f«4'«f  fOe  llNn  tieiA  |»fllo0  of  #4rl  am'enti  lUt  tenm>  and  enfai^^n^  the, 
po^fera  of  t^  aftSf  made  in  the  tbiity  tirdond  yeat>  of  the  reig^'orKiii| 


pcorge  rh«  Stooyid,  «iid  tb«  dineteepSU  ^lear  of  Hit  preftnMI  ijefty ;  *  |,5r *hS 
pairing  and  widening  the  tx>ad  ffoill  Dev^Hbury  tb  Sadand^  ftthe^'W^ 
Riding  of  iKt  county  hfi^brlL.  *  .      .n  .  « 

An  Act.fnr  conttnoing' for  twenty-Qiiifc  y^^',  ind  from^tBence'to  tHe, 
end  of  the  then  next  ieffion  of  jparliameiir^/tbe  tefni,  anll'enlir|ri|)^  anil* 
^Iteriitt  the  powtrs  of  two  acts,  theobepafledln  9het«irbh7yinxth^^eyr'c^ 
ijofi  re%n  of  King  Oeovgt-  tbc  Second t  and  tbe  other,  m  the  feVenr<MitA, 
jipur  d  hi*  prefeot  Majetty]*  reign*  fo  far  as  the  -Oime  rWe^^  %*^<^ 

AnAftfocv 

end  of  the  then  miff  MBon  ot  Ptfl-amenti  the  tt^m,  ahd  enlsreing 

fllfKiiic  the  f<mff!9  of  two  aiSty  the  otte  pafled  in  (he  twentr  ri)^t?ytar  tof 
tbci«ikAQl  King  C^fgc  the  8etond»  ind  the  other' in  the  feVUSbeiiflt 
vcar  or  b^  prefent  Ma)eKy*«  reign  to  fiar  as.  the  fa^'  refait^  td  the  road 
Si^  D^lrrMiUt  thf^^h  BeckMlblhaW  td  KWtnghaKi'and'ffom  Becil ' 
with  tow  t^^  the  fbtfth-wdleonitir  ^  li^afrbgktS  indofufH;'in  the  co^tf 
ifVorkl'     V-t  '-*'..         •'   •    •    '       T.  .  -•  •*.      - 

An  Act  fof  mort  ciffeftuallT  Repairing*  widening^  altering^  and  iiA* 
nrofipg  %Hc  m^irwh  the'  «tt  bmf  of  Monld 'Bridge*  lAeair  iht  ety'cC 
Y«rJe^  to  Mc^i*  Mbllony '"Und^Ao*  t|icnce  to  Scarboroiigh,  m  the  Ncvth  Rid« 
&g  nf  the  coqQfy  4f  Ytirk,  «tid  alfo  from  Spittle  Hbafei  in  the  Baft  K'ld^ 
|pg«#|hf4aid  ceimtTf'to  Scarborough  aforefaid. 

An  AAlbr,  CMlimfeg  for  twaMfy^one  years*  and  from  thente  to  thd 
end'of  the  then  next  fetion  of.  Parliament*  the  tbrm*  add  eiitar^ing  (btf 
|oarkrs  of  an  aci^  p^td-in  the  twentynimh  fnr  of  thcrefgn  oF^His  pre* 
umMaje^y  fyr  tepairing  ant^«i^dallng  the  road  from  Rochdale-Iantf 
tn^i  in  the  viJIage  of  Uaywodd*.  m  the  pafifli  of  Bor^*  to  a  place  calleift 
the  liqd*a  Bnd»  ib  the  pvilb  of  Preft«ri«h*  M  the  county  patocin*  bf  Lan- 
cji^er*  • '  '  •  ■•*         '   •  f     '••■.'- 

fim0  ty  it9t«  An  Aft  to  ioontindc  until  the  tft  dty  of  Aiiguil*  one 
thoiiurid  f  i^t  faMMiitd*  tnd  until  the  end  of  «he  theii  next  fcfRob  df  Ihor^ 
liaiKlit,  f«d  aiDciid  aif^ota»ade'4tt  tHe  thh-ty •  third  yeaf  of  the  feign  bf  htt' 
brefent^'Maiefty*  enfiruled*  «  Anatot  fordtalMiAMgi«guta>idrti>erpeft« 
l^mJ^m*  ^fins  in  tbia  fainpfeftm^  or Veiiient  tbertfte  m  certain  caret.** 

4^A^«  rcgAttrthe  tilal  of'  Ciiifea*  Indiamenti-i  Ynddfhet  Pro. 
d^^gtf  which  arilc  within  the  ^EOtfnlicb  of  ctR^  titiet  and  t^A^'tdl^ 
m^  ^dthM«fili«tinK^ott.  -^  '       

|di  AAtoijatitborfiukg  the  biUetittg  fnchtroopt  of  Veoikianty  Civairt 
ai  may  be  4|if«lb  t^aSMibiili^  for  thbi^urpA«Pbrib^'tr»Mtf\b|fethtn 
a^lwr.  miiw|itiiig  fipm  the-paMentof  t^ittflft  dntiei'i^peribiir  bnynSitil 
tipf(el«te.tk»ibid.Vee«ianryCaf«ibT.  *-'   •^.    ^     »*  -     "'''  »  f  - ^    -* 

.  Ail  Afft  fer  «r*g  «hclba8#byi,?bnd  cMaMling*  l^gbtiAg,  aM  t^h*- 
%  the  toetB»  laMT,  and  odKf  iWlMi  jfuJ^^M  14  pll^;  wmft  ibe  wm 

ttpiii.vp&.u.t7ft.  ^r  rf 


1^4  ^imcio.Acrs. 

9$  Wkwintoii  m  the  cfaynty  of  Sodaerfet,  mndfornmmaig  «^y  gfdifi^ 
^'fHtffikDceSt  annoyaDoety  sod  oMniAioQt  tkereio. 

An  Aft  for  ameodtBg  and  cniargi«g  the  ponrci%  «f  an  Aft.  fnflM  in  fhe 
thiity-thiid  yemr  ,of  the  ntgn  of  kia  prefant  Majefty.  far  mrnkjR^  aH 
jnaintainiiiff  a  Navigable  Canal  from  the  riw  Daas,  N^gstta  Cot»  at 
or  Mar  fitamferdi,  in  the  Weft  Riitng  of  die  unniy  •€  York»  to  jaio, 
,.wi  confiflnvDicate  withtbe  river  Ttent  atf  orncar  Kcadbft  m  the  oaanry 
of  Ltacolo  i  and  alio  acoUatcralxot  fiwm  tha  faid  ciriial,  tojrin  the  Ud 
rhrerlXiRAi  in.lhepariflL of  Thome,  in  the  Aid  Ridia^* 
•  An  A^  for  repairing  die  roads  from  «the  Stone  Pillar  ofMi '  Akenhory 
Hill  to  Wan«ford  Bridse»  vul  from  Norman  Cnofi  to  the  Iboth  cod  ci 
^aterhorongb  Bridge,  w  in  the  coonly  of  fiuntii^idon,  -andfbr  lepeafiaf 
certain  Aos  rel^ng  thereto. 

An  AA  to  continue  for  t^wentf-one  yean»  and  lirom  thence  lo  the  end 

.  Af  the  then  nsniSeffioB  of  Parbament,  the  term,  and  amend  the  powen  of 

Ihree  A6U».pafl«d  in  the  t^rcntjr.iacond,  and  b^enty-niath  years  of  the 

reign  of  Kii;ig  George  the  Seooiid»  aad  in  the  fixtenth  year  of  the  reign  of 

.  hia  pi«ffnt  hla}efty»  for  repairiog^the  raad  from  Wansferd  &idge,  in 

|he  county  of  Noithaaip<on»  to  the  town  df  Sramfocd  in  the  eooaty  of 

*  Unoohi,  and DromSiaaaibnly  afMne&id,  t»  the  Market-Crafil in  the  to#a 

of  AoMnif  .ia  the  faid  county  of  Lincofai,  and  irom  the  North  endiorftani- 

lipi^  BridMy  to  Scotgate,  both  in  StamfiDtdy  aforefiad* 

.  An.Aa  ior  continning  for  twenty-one  yearly  and  froai  thence  to^ 
and  of  tbpthcH.ncxtSeiiiaa  of  Parliament,  the  term,  and  alttrniig^  and  ea- 
la^ng  thepoMPcriof  two  Aftsi  thetMKfiiftditt.the  twcmy^inth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  and  the  other 
in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  hia  ^iant  Majeffy,  krfepiarjD^ 
and  widening  the  road  fiom  the  eigfatsenth  niile  ftone  bmad  WiMof^by 
Hedget  through  thrtown  of  Mere,  in  the  conntv  of  Wiita;  tM  thf«oj;fa 
Wi<Kanton  to  Charlton  Houthom^  and  from  thenee  loMJbornePsrf  | 
and  from  Willoughby  Hedge,  afbtefaid,  to  the  Weft  end  of  JLoo^  L*n^ 
SB  Kilminfiion  i  and  from  Wiocanton,  aibrefatdyto  th^  Sheiboam  Tiiin- 
"it,  CroU  Gate,  on  Caftle  Hill :  and  finom  WincantoB  to  Spaf kibrd,  in 
I  county  pf  Somerlet,  and  al£>  for  altering,  iiufaaauig,  and  ieepmg^in 
lefiair,  feveral  other  roads  commuwcating  therewith. 

An  A  A  for  mote  efiefbially^  amending,  widening,  ahariog,  improvmg, 
and  keeping  in  icpaur,  the  road  leading  mm  the  town  of  RocWsle,  in  the 
founty  Palatine  of. Lancaller,  toithietownof  Bumky,  inthafaidcoomy. 
.  An  AA  fot  continnuing  fcr  twenty-one  years,  and  from  thenee  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  Seflioo  of  Parlhanent,  the  term  of  an  Ad,  made  hi 
the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  preient  Majefty,  fo^^mtmAmgimi 
keeping  in  xepair,  the  nsad;  from  DoacaAer  :to  the  Tiitnpike  road  wttidi 
Iradt  mn  Bawtry  lo Betfonl,.in  thaomaties  of  Yark andNmiinghMi, 
and  for  amending  the  laid  A£b        .  t  <    >  ^    ..       - 

An  A€t  for  continuing,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  yenrd,  and  frtfm 
tbenoe  to  the  end  of  the  llwn  next  Seffionrof  Parriament,  the  t^kni  Md  al- 
tering and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  Aft,  pofled  in  thr  feecnttentkjyear 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty^  ioc  repaying  ami>  videninr  ibt  "road 
leading  from  the  May  Pole  in  the  town  of  Hcn&eld,  over  ^*inj^sCbai. 
,n)on,  to  the/|ovn  of  Btfghthdbifhme,  and  -from  Payntng's  Common, 
aforefaid,  to  High  Crofs,  ija  the  pariflKof  Albomne^  nod  from  thenee^  lor' 
.the  diftance  of  two  furlongs  of  the  road^lane,  leadidg  euaiwJs  Twilie>. 
'hMWf  and  frgm  the  Marie  Pit,  near  the  bottom  of  SaddMcOmbc  n^ 
.....•/...  ...••'  hi 


pike, 
thao 


Lai»»  in  the  fame  parifli»  in  tbeeountj  of  Suflex^  tad  alfty  for  npMtg 
.  lOidiHdeBinglhciniMifamtlirciid^aFUittwofurioiiytoft^ 
leadinc^  towfkrdi^  Twifiehaniy  into  Herriagt  Clappei^,  in  the  paiilb  cf 

Jtme t f%  'i 79ft*i  -Am  AM  for makiiigpftiietiialy  rttfajcft  to itdcniplite 
Md  purehftfe,  in  the  *nsnier  thorein  ihited,  the  fercral  fomt  of  ttioDey  t6w 
cfaacged  ia  C^reat  Aritftin  «■  a  Lawd  Tax»  for  one  year,  firom  the  twen^« 
fifth  day  of  Mai«h>  ane  riioulaiid  fevai4iiindredaad  nincty-eigbe. 

Ao  Aa  fiir  granting  to  hit  Majcfty  a  certain  fum  of  JDoaey  tabenu^ 
ty  a  Lottery. 

,  An  Aa  for  granting  to  hkMaJrftf,  a  duty  6a  Onrtillcatti^  iflUedwkk 
-refpeft  to  Armorial  Bearings  or  Enfigns. 

An  AA  for  regalating  the  payment,  nntil  two  nKxitba  afker  thc'com* 
nencement  of  the  next  Sefiion  of  ParKadwnfy  afterthe  vend  of  the  preftnt 
war,  of  the  duties  .o»  Cinoaraon»  OiovtSt  Notihegi,  and' Mate,  and  ibr 
granting  to.his  Majefty  additional  idntiea  thereoa.  •  ^  * 

An  AA  for  empowering  hia  Kfaie%for  a  time^  and  loan  eatient  Co  be 
limittcdy  to  a£cepc  theienrices  of  fueh  parts  of  hk-  Militia  foreea/inilQfe 
iciagdom  as  may  voiuntartlv  offer  themidTes  to  be  <mptoved  in  Iniland.' 
.  An  AA  to  coHtinue  nntil  the  end  of  the  nest  Sefflon  or  Parliamaiti  aad 
amend  an  AA,  pafled  in  the  thrty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of- his  pnifiibc 
Majefty,  chapiter  one  hundred  and  fia,  wdiHatt  on  the'  eighth  diqr  of 
May,  OM  thoufaad  bwtn  hundred  and  ninety,  fix,  fbrngnhtbigthe  alkHr« 
ance  of  the  diawbackt»  aad  payaoent  of  the  bounty  on  tbe^expormtioB  of 
Sugar.-  .V.     ■      •  .  •,    ,       » 

An  Aft  for  repealing  h  rnncbof  an  Aft*  made  in  the  laft  Scffian  vf 
,  .Parliamem,  antitiried«  **  An  AA  for  granting  to  hia  Majefty  certain  Stamp 
Duties  on  the  fenemi  inaitera  therein  mentioned,  and  for  better  ftcuriag 
the  duties  on  Certificates  ao  be  taJcan  out  by  Solicitors,.  Artomeya  ana 
others*,  pradiftng  in  ecrtam  Courto  of  Joftice  in  Oreat  Britain/*  iM  im« 
poies  a  duty  oil  Liceaces,  gnuMed  to  Stipendiary  Curatea  to  perfbnA  tha 
pftkeof  Curato  ia  any  church  or  chapel. 

.  'An  Aift.to  amend  Icveral  Laws  of  Excife  relating  to  Coacb-makerSf 
AuAioneers,  ^er  and  Cyder  'eiqiorted.  Certificates  am}  Debemnrest 
.Stamps,  on  Hides  and  Skins,  Qraarbacka  on  Wine  and  Sweets,  and  Ale 
.and  Beer-Licences.  « 

An  Aft  to  revive  and  eontinne,  until  the  firft  day  of  January,  one 
.tbottiand  fisv^n  hundaed  aad  ninety.mac;  An  Aft  pailfed  in  the  fi>umcnth 
ysar  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  chapter  forty«two,  wdeUcgif  on  thethlr- 
:ieentk  da^pof  Januaryi '  on&  tbou&nd  feren  hundred  and  i^enty-fbur, 
intituled,  '<  An  Aft  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  light  Silver  Coined 
thia  fmia  from  fordgn  conatciea  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  to 
reftrain  the  tender  thereof  beyond  a  certain  jum,'*  and  to  fofpend  the 
.aoilliqg  of  Siifver.- ' 

"  ^  A6btfor  aUowmg  GM  Water  to  be  manuAiftnred  at  a  ftandard 
:)awer  than>  is  now aUowed  by  law. ' 

V  <  ^  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  bafe  Coin  to  hia  Majefty*8  coloniea 
ia  the  Weft  Indicv  and  America. 

'  An  Aft^  tordcfiraymg  the  Char^  of  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of  the 
-Militia,  in-thit  nrt -of  Oaeat  Britain  eaUed  Sngland,  for  one  year, 
iirem'Che'twsnty^fifUi  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  (even  hundred  ani 
||»1Mtye«Mht9    tv 

*  An  Aft  for  aegipcttting  the  number  of  Field  0/Ecert,  and  oihcrOffieere 

fa  af 


I|6  Mftic^msr 

^.tbcACllHaf  Jsfl  for  wakmg  -  Vtt  ^rofrBcm^tbuHse^^yU 
forces  of  this  Kingdonv 

.  .An  Aft  for  maluBg  AlIowancciL  in  cetUJn  faftt  to  Subat  era  \ 
W  llie  J^iiidf  in  time  of  peact./ 

As  A^  for  indemiiiying  Governors,  Lieutcfnat  GtttfetftUi,  mi4  per- 
CoDt  »di]ig  u  fiich«  19  the^lVtit.Iiiclia  iflmdt,  w%3  KaVe  penir.tt^  tte 
knilorutk^D  and  exportation  ot  goodi  aid  cdoidibditiA  in  toretgnbcMionMC 
.    An  AA  to  conrinue,  um  I  the  fiill  day  of  Mardi,  one  tftouted  ir«tM 
hondred  and  miiety*niner  an  A^»  made  in  >he  thirty-fifth  year  o^  cfefe 
kti^  of  hia  prefent  Majefly^  intituled,  '*  An  Aft  tncopfimie  and  anieBtf 
an  A^  mac^e  in  the  twenty  •fixth  y taf  of  the  reign  of  hi«  prelent  MajtAf. 
imhvMp.  **  An  A8.  for  the  more  efieSual  Fucouragenent  of  tte  BfitiA 
f  iOiertef.*' 
An  Aft  for  the  funhtr  tnconraglog  (be  Sootbem  WMeFiflirrlba, 
Ai  Aft  for  the  farther  EDcouraftnoent  of  tfie  TtMle  and  SfinoHiftvrtl 
■Itbc  I()e  of  Man ;  .for  improving  the  reventie  (hereof ;.  and  for  the  aait' 
ciFcftual  P  eveniton  of  SinuggKifg  toluid  iTom  the  hv^  ifland* 
t  An  Aft  for  obviatiiig  ami  removing  doubts  refptfftirig  rBe  holdiirg  cf 
€be  ^jaumuwntt  of  the  Gcntral  Courts  of  the  Quarter  Sc#iaitt  Of  tlie 
^eacc  in  and  for  the  County  Palatine  of  Lanca^r,  and  for  aailiorffiflig  the 
Jufticet  of  the  Ptact,  aftiiig  in  and  for  the  faid  county,  to  hotd-aa  anwial 
CcDcral  Seffionsi  and  alfo  a  Special  SefTionS,  for  tb^  pifir|feics  thttvii 
aneationed.  . 

'.  An  Aft.  for  antendinff  and  rendering  more  eiiefttial,  an  A€k  mdeii 
.the  thirty -fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  bis'prefent  Mafdly»  imitoiedy  **Jiflt 
'  to  preTcni  Abules  ami  Frauds  in  the  F: citing,  Weight,  and  Sale  of  fiau 
ter ;  and  to  repeal  certain  Aft*  relating  therrtd/'' 
< '  An  Aft'  for  amending  an  Aft,  made  in  the  USt  SMKon  of  L 
^txtuled,  **  An  Aft  to  amend  and'ftDder  more  efijeftnaf,  ^n  Acf»  i 
ihe  rhirty-iirfi  year  of  the  refg^  of  his  late- M ajefty,  ICmg'OeorgrthieSbb 
cpnd,  intituled.  Wn  Act  for  the  diire  making  of'  Bread,  and  t»  iq^iiiatt. 
the  Price  and  A/Tiac  thereof,  and  to  punifh  petfons  who  ft:dl  adnlieratfe 
-  Meal,  Flour,  or  Bread,  fo  (ar  as  the  fame  i  elates  to  the  ufbmaAwAy 
Jng  of  bre.«d  to  be  fold  in  the  City  of  London,  and  tUe  Hbeftiea  tfaonof^ 
and  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange.**  | 

^    An  Act  for  prcvtnting  toe  Dtpafturing of  Forfcfts»  Comifibn^ and^ipen  'I 

Fields,  with  Sheep  or  Lambs  tnfected  with  the  Scab  or  Macgt^  in  thit 
fart  of  Great  B*  itain  called  England. 

•.    An  Aft  for  ralfmg  a  body  of  Miners  in  the  Cotmties  of  Camtiatt'aatl 
Devon,  for  the  Deter  ce  of  the  Kingdom  during  tHe  ptefent  War. 
I    An  Aft  for  incorporating  the  CommifConers  af  poinded  for  eiocting  cca^ 
tam  L  ght-houles*  in  the  Ncrthem  parts  or  Great  Biitaio. 
.    Ar.  Aft  for  caving  the  Fooi^nys,  and  for  cteanfing,  llgMin^»^aiid  re- 
jgulaTtng,  tlie  ftrcets,  and  other  public  paffiiges,  and  plaops,  4riilun  the 
boirughuf  MainKrftiiry  in  thecoumy  of  Wits,  and  th€  avtetite 
Sdio  the  lame,  and  for  removirfg  and  pcereiitlng  annbyaDcet,  and^ 
tions  therein. 

,  Ar  A^  for  making  and  msiiJtaining  a  new  Sewer  npon- |.inle  iXiwar 
Hill,  vitbin  the  conn  y  of  Middlcfex. 

'  Ad  Aft  t  explain,  amena,  and  enlarge  the  pewen  of  an  Aft,  paAd  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  re'|;n  of  hfs  prefhir  Majrlly,  intituled,  «•  An 
J^ft  fcr  widen. Dg  and  impfoviii^  the  cntnnce  htd  the  c?ty  of  London, 
neai  Ten  pie  Bar ;  for  making  a  more  coirmof^ous  fbrert  otpaCapeni 
$no«rHi>li  ahd  for  ra'iihg,  dh  the  credit  t)f|liit)9pllMM*I^Mj  afvn 
ofmoney  for  thole  purpoicf*  *"  <  ' 

—  ■..■..  ^-  .  A9 


?WBM<X4|«^;,  fly. 

^^fiAl^l64tl»?«l*tM«iftnitrt  9mi  Jtofticctof  di^Pific^  'MPttiat 
the  AiEze  of  Bread,  to  make  aa  allo^nce  on  account  of  tbe  iUIiiodiJ 

An  Aa  for  anthoniing  the  TrUftcct  th^rtiq^anffe^,  tq  rijTe  m.piiry  bff 
imtea  or  afreffrotttfi.Fiwm  the  panl^i  o£  St.  Feftr»  hi  the  Bqro^a^  art^- 
Uhcffiv  9f  St.  Alban»  in  the. county  «'f  Hmtbn^,  for  the  better  and  more 
efMhially  d«fchargitig  Annuities,  heretofore  Ranted  to  fertain  ^foqa» 
mho  liave  advance  money  towarda  repairing  tbe  church  beibbging^  to  0i^ 
it&d  parifli. 

c  An  Aa  for  cominiiinf  until  the  ift  day  of  Jiine»  one  thoufand  oghl 
knndred  aiid  twelve,  and  from  thencife  to  the  end  oT  tbe  then  next  (Moti  of 
Far1i^Bnenr>  an  aft,  »affed  in  the  feyenih  year  qf  tbt  reign  oFhivprefent 
Majc'ftv,  to  prevent  Fiauds  and  Abufes  in  the  admearnrein^  nf  Coalti 
UAil  by  #hai€«ieaiVKe,  wlchtn  thexity  of  t<^nddn»  and  the  libertii<a  tRtrev 
of,  and  betweeii  Tower  Doc|l  and  Lixnehoule  Hore,  in  the  toqitty  of 

Midiilefi^.  ^      ..  j^^  %^n       *  i.  -     ;- 

An  Act  for  encouraging  tl^  art  of  makin|r  new^o^la  and  Ckfta  df 
9ufts  ancl  other  thingtf  therein  meptionefl. 

An  Aft  for  further  continuing  for  thirty-eight  yeart ,  the  trrm  granted 

liy  an  aa  of  the  twenty-fiHh  year  of  the  rei^  ^f  his  Ire  Ma^fty.  KLiVig 

Gcofge  the  Second,  for  continuing  the  duty  on  Two  Pennies  Scots  nwhi 

every  pint  of  Air  and  Beer  fold  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  places  adjsl^ 

cent»  tor  the  purpofca  therein  m^ntiohcd,  and  for  eapiainiog  ilnd  amendV 

nig  the  (aid  act.  ..." 

An  Act  for  draining,  pieferving,  and  irtiproring  the  low  grAinds  and 

carrsi  lyit«  in  the  feveralpiriibe*,.  L  rdlhips,  Townfliipa,  lfa»iUt»,  PrcC 

cinfts  and  Territories  of  Beverly,  St.  John»  of  Beverly,  Grovetnll,  Stand* 

ItMh,  StarkhiU,  M6lerb'oft,  ieckonfield,  Arraiir,  Sc' rbrough,  Lotk- 

ingtno,  Ayke,J3crwickWdt  holme  KUn^ick,  Watton  Hotton  CranA 

wick,  Rotfea  Featberhoime,   Skcrne,  Brigham,   Fifliholm^,  l^af;!rtAn 

iawtkiyvst  Harpham,  Little  Kelk,  Follon,  Burton  Agnes,  Gr^nfmddiv 

tiflcr,  Barrt^fton,  Ulfam,  otherwifc  Owrtun,  Skipfet,  Drihghde,  Ndrth 

ipMNUogham,  Bivndes  Burton,  Moor-Town,  X«eveni  Bmmotl^d,  Hemp*" 

fiobn,  Gocdhill  Hoolis  and  Struncheon  DiU,  all  in  the  Baft  Ridii^  of  ths 

cbunty  of  York.  .         ^        «.     . 

'   An  Afttoah^r  and  enlloge  thenowecs  of  an  a6t,  paffed  in  ^the  thlrtyw 

tohyear  of  the  reign  of  hi#  pre(eot  Majefty,  entirulecf,  <«  An  act  &r 

boilding  a  Bridge  over  the  river  Itchin,  at  or  near  Northam,  Within  the 

libertiea  of  the  town  and  county  of  tlve  town,  of  Southampton,  and  fbir 

faking  a  mad  ftvEm  the  faid  town  to  the  faid  B>idge,  and  trom  thence  .to 

•ovm^nicate  With  the  road  leading  tr^m  Weft  End  to  BotSey,  in  tbo 

cotfnty  of  Southampton/" 

An  Aft  for  conunuiog  for  twentyoile  y«V»i  »nd  from  thence  tb  the 
end  ot  the  then  next  fciiion  of  Parliament|.  the  term  and  altermg  the 
powera  of  two  feveral  acts,  th«  one  pafted  in  the  twenty  ninth  ^ear  of  the 
ieign.of  his  late  Majcfty  G«or|e  tjie  Second,  and  the  other  in  the  iStk 
yenroftKe  reign  of  his  nrefentMsjefty,  foi  amending  and  keeomg  in  re- 
ps<r,'  tbcr^adi  leadi|^  from  a  placi  calksd^Friar  Bacon's  Stpdyjo  Chil« 
ton  Pond,  and  from  the  top  of  HlntUI:y  Hill,  to  Foxcombe  Hill  Gate^  in 
the  Doad  leading  to  Farringdon,  in  the  county  .of  Berks,  £9  far  at  the  h!^ 
fchtes  X9  the  Oxford  diirift  c£  the  laid  roads  therein  mentioned. 
,  Att  Act  for  niore  effeftusllv  repiiring,  widen'mi^,  and  improvliicr  the 
road  from  Totbury,  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter  to  Md  through  Malmef- 
hdiy,.  tn  l4e  «kW(ih*|(^>i  l^  Lo^^qr  Stlfltnn  Field,  in  the  coun^  of  Wilts, 
^  there 
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<li«%  to  Joiflf  the  turnpike-foad  Icftdi^  ftcmi  "ChtppfBham  BrU^loTX^v^vr 
^«bCo»  aforefniih  and  from  Mttlmibory  to  tfie  ifaniDilee.road,  at  or  near 
Jackameiit*t  Eottomt  in  the  Taid  c^untv  «f  Olbuoeftery  and  alTo  the  roacf 
firbm  Farringdon  to  Cricktacle,  from  theiice  to  Mahnefbuiy,  and  to  tbe 
tiim^tk««road  at  Afton  Tttr?^,  and  idfo  iibfft  ^i^irftoM  to  the  tuntpike- 
ready  kidmgfrom Tetbunrto Sath^^ndfoi^iiiekin^;  inathtaiDrn^,  w«ic*- 
^g,  and  hnproving  icYerafother  ixMKit  cmninutiitating  therewith. 

An  Act  tor  continuiri^  for  twenty-one  years,  and  ^ron  thence  to  the 
4ipid  of  the  then  next  feflSon  of  Partiament,  and  rendering  more  eSeduJ^ 
' feveral  acta  for  reMinng  the  noad'ffoiii  the GoMen Farmer*  near  Bagilioc^ 
in  the  county  of  Surrey  to  Hertibrd  Bridge  Hill,  m  the  county  of  Soutlw 
iimptooy  and  frmatfaeBpeto  Bafmgi^ofceand  O^tham,  IxKh  in  tfie  QtiA 
connty  of  Southamj^ton  ;  and  for  repairing  and  widening  the  in^  fnDm 
the  Southern  cxtnemity  of  Noithwarnboroiigh-lane,  near  CMiham  aford&id* 
over  Noith^pBVDhofoagh-  Gammony  Hook  Common,  and  &rtley  Heatii^ 
and  through  the  pariihea  o£  Botherwicke,  Mattin^ey  and  Heckfield,  to  «. 
jd^ce  caUed  the  Bull  lan^  in  the  |Afi(h  of  SwaUowfieM,  on  the  tompike- 
r^ad  loading  irom  the  town  of  R^^tding,  in  the  cowity  of  Berk^  to  BadSng.; 
Jbke  aforefaid. .  * 

T^fff  %%t  179s.  An  Aft'ibr  the  better  prote6io|i  of  die  trade  of  thli 
kingdom^  and  for  granting  new  and  additional  duties  of  Cnfiomt  on 
Coods  importtd  and  exported,  and  on  the  tonnage  «fctrtdn  Aips*  enter-* 
Mg  onitwirds  ^  inwarda  to  or  from  foreign  part«»  trntil  the  figning  tbt, 
Pielimtnary  Articles  of  Peace. 

^<4^n-Ad  for  railing  an  additionalfooi  of  fAoney»-  by  I^oans  or  Exche. 
chequer.  BtUs«  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoo&nd  (even  hUndicd  aqd- 
»incty.eight. 

An  An  to  authorise  Bxcheqittr  Bids  to  be  ifibed  on  the  credit  of  &c ' 
I<oni»  granted  by  an  act  made  in  thia  trrefrnt  feflion  of  Parh'ament,  end- 
tiUed,  *<  An  act  for  raifiiq^  the  fom  of  ley^nteen  millions,  by  way  of  Aa« 


'An  Aft  to  enable  the  Lords  Goinln?ffioners  of  (iis  Ma>fly's  Trealviry. 
to  iflue  Exchequer  BiUa,  to  a  limited  amount  on  the  credit  ot  fnch  monin ' 
aa  ihaU  arife  by  Tirtiie  (^  an  aet^  this  feffion,  for  grantii^  in  aid  aM 
contribution  for  the  prafecotion  of  the  i^ar,  and  alfo  on  loch  rates  and. 
duties  as  may  be  granted  by  an  act  of  thisieffibn,'  for  the  better  protec- ' 
tipn  of  the  tnule  oif  this  kin|ddaf9  and  for  granting  new  arid  additional 
di|ties  of  Coftoms  onX^oodsim|forted  and  exporte^^  tmd'on  the  tonisagcoC 
fttps  enteniw  outwards  or  iflwafds;     ' 

An  Aft  for  transferring  the  management  of  th^  Salt  Duties  to  the  Com'* 
nilBoners  of  Excife,  and  for  repealing  the  duties  on  Salt,  and  the  dcaw» ' 
backs,  idlowances  and  bomities  paid  thereout,  and  for  gf anting  other  dn-  ' 
ties,  drawbacks,  aUowtneH,  and* bonnttear  thereon.  ^ 

An  Aft  for  tbcbctter  e]MC«tk»n  of  an  aft  of  the  prefent  fe^bn  ofPar? 
liamept,  cntituled^  «.'  Aa  act'for  grarfting^to  his  Majelfy.an  Aid  and  Con*  ^ 
tribotion  for  the  profecution  ofthe^war.'*  '.,:.,  ^  * 

An  ActforcKplahiingtind  aiti«Ad9i)g  eert&inicts  rekt»i\g  to  tW ^tamp  . 
Puties,  and  for  extending  the  Rates  and  Duties  of  Stampsi^  nov  JP^9ph]t 
on^A^elUimi  Farchnents'and'Pa^i^.'ftf  fill  other  materials.  .   .    ,, 

All  Act  to  cxpfaun  and  ajn^daii^a^bf  the  preient  feilion  ofPaVlianaciit^  \ 
cntimled»  «  An  act  formelKilg  t&e  dotiet  upon  Male  Servant^  Cam* 
ages,  rHor/is,  Muks,  and  i>og»>  aili!  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  other  " 
dutif^  i^ lieaj^heteoEv  : .  •^.     ■  *  *■ /,, 

AAiA^tifoc>bd1Mh<By^^tlUln*»fl&^  in  ^  CnftomSy  and  for  Isgolat^ 
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tt^  ecAAin  olhtr  o^^cei  th^in,  and  for  9Pp\jlBg  the  feei»  wbicti  httm 
M&n  received  from  vakant  officCi«  towardt  tbe  augineatation  of  the  Sttpef^ 
a^iiuation  Fund.  ,  ^  •      ■  * 

An  Act  for  prevepuii&llke  miAiluefs  arifing  firddi  the  printihg  and  ]^ttbi' 
liihifis NewfE^pers  and^a^tof  alike  nacttre»  by  perfen*  not  knovrtf ^ 
ah'd  for  r^WiDg  tht  grmun&jmd  publication  of  fuch  Papera  ill  ^ber^ 
refpe^s. 

An  Act  fhor^  e^tully  to  prevent  diAring  the  ^Mr^  ftHohi  being  tSi$ 
Ma}cfty*t  fubjeftsy  froia  Toluntarily  repairing  to  or  remaininr  M  Francb/* 
or  any  country  or  p|ace  united  tp  France^  or*  occupied  by  »e  armiea  afi 
France^  and  to  prey^t  eomfponden^  ^Hthr  (bcb  ph-Ibits,  and  With  liIlC. 
Mafefty*B  enemies*  *     .  '       ^ 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  of  theorefe&t  feffiofl  of-PflrlhoiienTy  efltitule^' 
**  An  act  to  eontinue .until  the  j ft. day  of  Auguft^  one  thovlatid  eight 
liundred)  and  until  the  then  next  feflion  of  Plirliament»  and  amend  an  acf^ 
made  in  the  thirty  third  year  of  the  reign  of  hiapttfeat  Majefty,  efflituM#«' 
^<  An  act  for  eAabiifbing  re|ru]atiom  reCplKfing^.  Aiieal  arriTing  itt  thi«' 
kingdom  or  refidcnt  therein,  in  certain  cales.**  ^ 

An  Act  for  the  adnilniftratioo  of  Aflet*  in  cafes  vheit  tbe  eRcatfoh^ 
to  whom  Probate  baa  been  granted^  is  out  of  the  realm,  ^ 

An  Act  for  regulatings  until  the  lirft  day  of  Augnft,  onetHoutad  ^tfnt' 
h%indred  and  nioety^niney  the  ihipping  «Md -carrying  of  .flavet-ni'Britifll/ 
▼efleif  from  the  coaft  of  Africa.  v 

An  Act  for  the  better  gpyprnmenl  Attd  ngulMic*.  of  tbe  Fnee  GMatt^ 
School  of  iSlibg  Edward  the  Sucth,  a;  SMwibarr,  in  die  county  of  Salop.  '*^ 
'  An  Act  for  fepei-ating  the  two  parifltesi  called  the  out  pariih  of  ft;  P1if«  '^ 
lip  and  Jacob,  and  the  pariih  of  ^u  Qeotge,  in  tbe  eoonty  oFGtoocetart 
at  to  the  maintenance  ot  tnc  poor  and- the  fepairs  of  tbe  highways*  ef  thofe 
-pariihes,  and  as  to  all  rates,.afleflmeaM«  ml  taxes,  cicepc  the  Land  Tix^ 
and  for  providing  a  Workhoufe  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  of  the  faid 
parifli  ot  St.  Qeorge,  and  for  the  bettar  nlief  and  knaDagementof  the  poior 
ofbotbpariflies. 

An  AB,  for  draining. amd  pveferving  eertain  landa  and  ftn  grosttdsy  ^ 
lying  in  tbe  pariOies  of  OutwelU  Stow  Bardolph»  Wnnbotfliam,  and  ' 
Sownham,  in  ihe  county  of  Norfdk. 

An  Act  for  more  effeAually  widcuinff*  impairing,  md  amending  the 
road  from  Crofsford  Bridge*  throHgh  tna  .lownibipa  of  Stretfond  and  ' 
Hulme,  to  the  town  of  Manchefter,  in  the  county  paladiie  of  Laneafter* 

Jum  If,  179S.  An  Act  for  enabling  his  M^fty  to  raife  the  fom  of 
One  Million  for  the  ufes  and  porpofes  therfiu  neniiooedt  and  for  apply* 
ing  a  ceruin  fum  of  money  therein  mentioned*  foe  the  Arvice  of  the  year 
ooethoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- eight 4  for  further  appropriating  * 
the  ftt^plies  granted  in  this  (effion  of  rarfiavaent  |  and  for  making  for£ 
duplicates  of  Exchequer  Bills,  Lottery  TicjEtU,  Gartificatns,  Receiytit 
Anntiity  Ordeft,  Isft,  burnt,  or  otherwiia  deftrayad* 

An  Act  for  raifmg  the  fum  of  Thfoa^Miltiooa  by  Loans  or  ExclnqpMr 
BilU: 

Att  Act  to  retiVe,  continue  until  tha  tenth  d»r«f  AnrU,  one  thovfirad 
fcven  hundred,  and.  hinety-mne»  and  ameikl  aft  a^»  paftd  in  the  iaft  ftiBm 
of  Partiainent,  entltuled,  <«  An  act  for  graQtiOg  to  his  Maje%  tidditioi^ 
duties  on  Diffinerics  in  the  feveral  parts  of  fha  Uighlaoda  of  ScOtiiQidt 
therefn  parti^Iarly  defcribed  for  a  limited  time,  mi  iat  rcguMng  tba 
duwi  on  piftilifriet  in  the  fefpc^t^  d^faciftitiA  ittfkidf^^w^  for  giaMi 

^  ing 
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and  tor  alterrng'tod  amending  cortaio  Qtbcr  acu  of  Piriymirfl^  tac  tfii 
tri^tiTz'kinitfBfiftiHttic^iP  Scotland.  -      .^ 

:Aji  Ab  for'afccrtaiqiog  th^  du^y  PJT^Wc  on  Tiwd  Cfrt*:       . 

Aa  Act  &•  tkc  r^juUtfioo  ^  ibc  Provjfiop^  Focc,.  9I  i;:fraiii9  m** 
^»irri*eoftwoacts«f  tVWiHliv'nofl^uKaiiirtil. 
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H«tbeas  Corpus  A£t,  ii,  375,  Oo  Duty  on  Salt,  ii,  44^.  Oa  Poil-oflkc,  ii,, 4^3* 
On  Protedion  of  Trade,  ii,  5^7.  0;x  Manoi/i^the  Nayry^  ii,  563  Oa  trcBtiuffQC 
of  Piifoners,  ii,  602 

H'Jlandy  (Lord)  on  AflTeflTed Taxes,  i,  622,  652.  Moves  Addrefs  refpefiing 
Corrcfpondencc  with  the  Court  of' Vienna,  t795»  ii,  85.  On  Motion  for  difmif- 
^onof  Minifters,  ii.  118.  On  i\rthiw  Cjt'^odoijjri^  Xu  55^  92;  56a.  (577)'.  Ok 
3a|(}af  Land  Tax,  ii.  6<0j  645,  65b 

IfW, 


OEMIRAL  nrDEX.  ' 

*|9Wy  lAri^  on  Mocioii  of  Thanluto  Lord  Dancan,  \t  5S 
Muflijmi  Mr,    On  French  PrifonerB^  ii,  45,  46 

ih^feyt  Mf»  On  vote  of  Seamen,  i»  140,  142,  144.  On  Bank  ReflriAiMi  BH!* 
iy  195.  On  Finances  of  the  year,  i,  240.  On  Affiled  Tajccf,  i,  »92|  299,  4i|y 
"♦,?8, 157.    On  Sale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  3»5»  495 

L 

Jigrryi^  Afr.     On  ABen  Bill,  w,  596 

7«i>//,  Afr.  On  AflciTed  Taxes,  1,  489.  On  annnitf  to  Earl  St.  Vincntf  ja< 
Lord  Duncan,  ii,  iS.  On  l^ncafliirc  <^rter  Scfliodt  BtU*  tir  s^  Or,  die 
O'Connors,  ii,  639^  On  Newfpapcrs  ii,  655.  On  fending  Milina  tD  Iretei,  ii, 
716.    OnExfediciontoOftend,  ii,  719 

Imftml  Stock,  ^umtm  reffeamg.  Appendix,  J,  75 

yohm,  Mr,    On  Annuity  to  Earl  St.  Tinccnt  and  Lord  Duncan,  ii,  z% 

y^Uifft^  Mr-  On  ^^tSk^  Taxes,  j,  405.  On  AfleiTcd  Confolidated  Tax  BiB, 
|j,  341.  On  Sofpenfion  of  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  ii,  376.  On  fa!e  of  Laad  Tax,  H, 
3S1,  382,  383.  On  Alien  BiU,  ii,  397,  398.  On  Army  ExtraordiAtries,  11,401, 
On  New  Taxes,  ii,  418,  419.  On  Proviftonai  Cavalry,  ii,  515.  Qa  Maoainc 
die  Kavy,  ii,  563.     On  fale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  569 

J^brvui^  Mr,     On  fale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  569 

^Mres,  Mr.  On  AfieiTed  Taxes,  i,  295.  On  Emisraats,  u,  42,  43,  71,  f%. 
On  (ale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  S99.  On  Alien  Bill,  ii,  '396.  On  iaie  of  Land  Tax, 
iij'  491 

ireiawdt  Siate^f,  Deiate  m  intbe  Bouje  tfLir<U  in  Dublim^  Appendix,  ii,  73 

K. 

JCmthi  ttrd,  Prefenti  fedtion  from  County  of  Stiiling,  11,  655 
KtnyWi  Lord^  onDutchcfs  of  Rutland,  &c*s.   Appeal,  ii,  41.     On  Lancafter 
ScfioDs  BiU,  ii,  575,  576,  578,  580,  581,    On  Ship  Owners  Bill,  ii,  5S8,  59S 


LoHfdowm,  (Marquis),  on  Addrefs  moved  on  King^s  Speech,  i,  19.  On  t!ie 
complaint  againft  Proprietor  anjl  Printer  of  the  Momiqg  Chronicle,  ii,  93.  Qfi 
nodoa  for  dilmilfion  of  Minifters,  ii.  130,  151 

(jnof  Mr.  (QmifiL)  On  Lancafter  ScflioAS  Bill,  ii,  574.  On  Ship  0«rnen  BiU, 

Lawrenety  Dr.    On  joint  Addrefs,  i,  1^9.    On  Aflefled  T^xes,  i,  493,  5x1 
Lehfiimey  Mr,    On  AOefliBd  Taxes,  i,  297,  407, 4f  6.     On  Sale  of  Land  Tax, 

I^nft,  Dah  of,  on  Ship  Owners  Bill,  11,  597 

LanfitTf  Duke  ofj  moves  Refohitions  on  the  ftate  of  Irel^,  ii,  668 

JLfi^rrpW,  ^arltfy  on  Afleffed  Taxes,  i,  626.  On  Lancafter  Scffions  Kit,  ii, 
582, 584.  On  Ship  Owners  Bill,  ii,  587,  590.  On  Sak  of  Land  Tax  ^lU,  i^ 
603.    Loan  ii,  408 

Ll^ilf  Mr,    On  joint  Addrefs,  i,  126 

tmgy  Mr.    On  Land  Tax  Commiffionen  for  Coventry,  it,  283 

Loi^dalty  Sar/efy    On  Lancalrcr  Sefi|ons  Bill,  ii,  574 

Lord  Mfytr,    On  Salt  Duty,  ii,  446 

LuJ^mgKmy  Mr.  Aldenmuiy  On  Petition  from  the  Afriqin  Copnpany,  i,  241.  Oi^ 
Afleifed Taxes,!,  310,  350,  418,  487.  On  Clock  and  Watch  Trade,  i.446,  ii, 
50.  On  Wet  Docks,  ii.  13.  Moves  a  Commiitee  to  confidcr  what  relief  may  be 
oflTrred  Perfons  inconvenienced  by  reftridion  as  to  weight  of  Loads  allowrd  to  be 
carried  through  roads,  ii.  52.  PrefenU  bill  refpcaing  rerpoofibility  of  Ship  MaAers, 
ii,  68.  On  Shipowners  Bill, ii,  318,525.  On  Importation  of  Com,  ii,  499.  Oa 
Manning  the  Navy,  ii,  563 

M, 

liPDowMiit  Mr.    On  Scotch  Djlkry  BiU,  ii,  34 

f^kreth^ 


GENERAL  tSbtX. 

J^athah,  Sir  RoBtrtf  on  Afleflfed  Tdzes,  i.  a6) 

Maifptporing,  Mr,  Prefencs  Petition  from  ChurchwordcttS,  Sec.  of  St  Leonan^ 
S^orcditch,  rcUri^ve  to  Poar  Rtte,  i,  32a  On  Aflefled  Taxes',  i,  )9iy  418.  A«- 
fents  Pctrtioo  from  Clerkenw«U,  rd^edtng  ux  on  Watdiet  and  Clocki,  i,  404^ 
660,  ii,  14, 53,  7t.  On  Weights  allowed  to  pbfi  Turnpikes,  ii^  $t»  On  Cofts  10 
Mifdcmcanors,  li,  63,  563,  (579) 

Major,  Mr,  HenaUo',  on  Slave  Trade,  li,  268 

Maldftiy  Lord,  on  French  Prifoners,  ii|45.'  On  AKen  BiH,  if,  396 

Man,  {Sir  Herace\,  on  AddreOi  on  King^s  Speccb,  i,  46 

Mannings  Mr.  On  Bank  advances,  i,  305.  On  Aflfefled  Taxes,  i,  410.  Braigi 
ftp  new  Wee  Dock  Bill,  i,  426.    On  Volanuty  Contributions,  ii,  it,  4a 

Martin,  Mr.  On  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State,  i,  72,  402.  On  joint  Ad* 
drefs,  i,  125,  126.  On  Vote  of  Seamen,  i,  144.  On  Tewkeibury  Eleftioh,  i, 
197,  198.  On  Affe/Tcd  Taxes,  i,  291,  ^97,  526,  613,  415.  On  Duty  on  SaJr,  n, 
445.  On  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Surry^  li,  481.  On  Importation  of  Corn,  it,  5oi« 
On  Sale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  570.  On  article  in  Newfpaper  refpe^ing  Men  fuffocated 
on  board  a  tender,  ii,  613 

Meffagt  (his  Majefty's),  on  attgmcntation  of  Militia,  i,  659.  Annuity  to  Ad« 
jniral  Lord  Duncan,  ii,  13.  Annuity  to  £arl  St.  Vincent,  ii,  16.  On  calling  ouC 
Cavalry,  il,  351 

Milner,  Sir  IVnu    On  AfTeiTed  Taxes,  i,  447 

Mm  tin  Officers  j4ugmtntotion  Bi/I,    New  Claufes  &nd  Amendments,  ii,  536 

M:iority,  JLiji  of,  on  AfTeffcd  Taxes,  i,  292,  402,  611.  On  Duke  of  Bedford's 
motion  for  difmifiion  of  Minifters',  ii,  156.  On  Land  Tax  Rcdenf^Cion  Bill,  ii, 
398,  497.  On  Mr.  St.  John's  Motion  refpcftmg  the  CC'^nnor:*,  ii,  643.  On  Mr. 
Sheridan's  motion  relative  to  Ireland,  ii,  £6S.  On  Duke  of  Lcinfter*s  motion,  ii, 
699^  On  Lord  G.  Cavendiih's  motion  relative, to  tbc  ilatc  of  lrelan4»  iij  7^  Om 
Lord  Beiborough's  motion^  '^  7  >  5 

Mingay,  Mr,  (Cpunfel)     On  Laocaller  Scfllons  Bill,  ii.  574 

Minto,  L$Al,  Conipb  r. .  t<3  ihe  Houfe  of  Lords  of  a  Paragraph  in  the  Morn- 
ing Chroivcle  of  March  21,  ii,  87 

Mitftrd,  C*L    On  dividing  Militia,  11, 427 

Mortgaged  jiU'ions  of  Batik  of  yfema,  defojfted  in  Bnnky  Appendix,  i,  73. 

Mtdgrmie,  (Lord),  on  Aiklrefs  moved  on  King*s /Speech,  i,  28,  30.  On  mo» 
tlon  to  difmifs  Minifters,  ii,  137.    On  Divorce  Bill  Standing  Orders,  ii.  195 

A^iuicafitr,  Lordy  on  Slave  Trade,  ii,  160 

N. 

N€vy  Dfit,  it,  409 

J^egotiatioH  for  Peaee^  Papers  relative  to,  Appendix,  i,  8 

Nicheih,  Mr.  On  Addrefs  on  Kiog^s  Speech,  i,  47.  On  Bonk  Reftriftioil 
BUI,  i.  186.  Oa  Aifefled  Taxes,  i,«63,  267,  2681  269,  345,  445,469.  Pro- 
peffis  xx^lon  Placemen,  i,  314,  327,  328.  Withdraws  his  motion,  t,  338.  On 
£«chequir  Bills  Bill,  i,  433*.  On  annuity  to  Eaxl  St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan,  ii, 
■  24,25.  On  Defence  of  Country,  ii,  182,  230,  231.  On  Sale  of  Land  Tax,  ii, 
307.  On  Sufpenfion  of  Habeas  Corpus  A£t,  ii,  375.  On  Manning  the  Navy,  ii| 
563.     On  the  O'Connors,  ii,  634.     Ota  fending  Militia  to  Ireland,  ii,  677 

Norfolk,  (Duke  of),  on  Addrefs  movAL  on  King's  Speech,  i,  31.  On  Beaumont 
Parage,  ii.  74.  On  Twifleton's  Divorce  BUI,  ii,  350,  351,  386,  387.  On  Treat- 
ing  Ad,  ii,  556.  On  Sheep  Pafluring  Bill,  11,  559,  (576).  On  Land  Tax  Sale 
B4II,  6t7„  649,    Amendment  ftlative  to  Ireland,  ii,  670 

P.  '  '  - 

Palht  Sir  Laurtnc^,  on  fending  Militia  to  Ireland,  ti.  68 £ 

Parkt,  Afr.  (Counfd),  on  Ship  Owners  Bill,  ii,589,  590 

Peek,  Mr,  On  Sale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  488,  538.  On  Lanca(hire  Quarter  Scf- 
iions  Bill,  ii,  513.     On  Protection  of  Trade^  ii,  518,  523 

Ptrcfual,  Mr.  On  Afleflfed  Taxei,  i,  5Z0.  On  Mifdemcanour  Cofts  Bill,  ii, 
55«>  563*  (579)  „ 


/ 


K 


CENttlAt  lUrMX. 


Peraf  Mr.  (Proprietor)  and  LamUrt.  Mf,  Jnhn^  (Prwttr)t^of  lioHStng  Chfo* 
rfcW,  brought  10  the  Bar  to  aafwer  Lord  Mmto't  Coa^iajat,  u.^U     CoBu&Ittcd 

!  Pttef$yMr.     6n  A/fcflc<iT»et^7,  41B 

I  Titrrtfoivty  Mr.    On  AiTeiTcd  Taxet,  i,  27S>  179.    On  Sale  of  Lafld  Taiy  H, 

[  570.    On  fending  Militia  to  Irelan^,  ii,  68 1 

P/iufrff,  Mr.  On  Alfefled  TaiM»  i|  %^l^  4D5.  Ob  iftiMity  io  Earl  Sr.  ViD« 
tfent  and  Lord  Duncan>  ii,  s6t  17  . 

P«^,   Mr.  a  ^.    On  joint  Addrefsy  i,  123.    On  AffcflbATaxes,  i,  447 
'  Ponfinhy,  l/trjf  (Earl  of  fieft>orough)  motes  Addrefa  on  Stale  of  Ivelshd,  ii,  73a 
Ptrtfatuiy  Dnh  of,  prefcnti  Meflagc  relative  to  Ring*s  going  10  5t.  Paulas*  i>  245. 
Brings  KieCTage  recommending  remittances  to  trelaody  if,  379 
PofUr^  Co/6Meff  on  Voluntary  Subftriptionty  u»  3T1.  On  Slave  Trade,  ii>  451 
fowf$^  Lonit  on  Mtlina  Of^cers  Augfhentation  Bill,  it,  536 
'  frijimen  rf  iVar^  Refiiytiotu  rejfe&it^f  Appendix,  ii,  131.   Proro^tion  of  Par«* 
liannenc,  ii,  734 

Pni^%  Lord  FitswtUiam*s,  ftgainft  Addreft,  i,  51.  On  AflHTed  Tazea  Irf  Lord 
Holland  and  Lord  Oxford,  i,  656.  On  motion  for  dif/nifflon  of  Minillers,  li,  159. 
Agaiirft  Landl'ax  Bill,  ii,  668.   On  notioo  idative  to  Ireldbd,  ii,  699,  714,  726^ 

"7*9 

Pa/Mw,  $ifr  fTtHfoMp  on  Scoteh  Di^illeries,  i,  195.  On  Aflefled  Tazea,  i,  259, 
428,  445.  bn  Feet  of  Tellers  of  the  Cxchequer,  i,  443.  On  Snpplementaiy 
Mii\ri'>,  >r454>  45^'  On  Bramah*s  Parent,  ii,  171.  On  llefmce  of  the  Coon- 
try,  it,  iSo.  On  fale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  22^,  299,  30a,  306,  307,  3*5,  540, 
572.  On  ^ewfpaf)erfl,  ii,  296.  On  AtCetkd  Confolidated  Taxes, ii,  340,  345, 
346.  On  Tax  on  Safr,  ii,  414,  42).  On  Armorial  Beartnpt  ">  425*  On  fend- 
ing Milltid  to  Ireland,  ii,  712.     On  Taxed  Cam,  ii,  728 

R. 

katfrnff  Earioff  on  Divorce  Bills,  ii,  193.  Onr  Milida  61Bccit  Augmenrat'on 
Bill,  ii,  $31 

JtattHUHf  Ltrtif  (Earl  of  Moira),  on  the  State  of  XreUndi-  i,  159,  174,  1B2,  ii, 
li9,  1*1,  167,  168 

Rrf>ort  of  Newton  Elefibn  Committee,  f,  3.^8 

JRefofutlthM  on  AJftjftd  Taxei,  i,  1^7 

RitUff,  Sir  Matthew  H^bite^  on  Houfe  Tat,  n,  fia^'Sj.  On  Land  Ta\  Com* 
miifionen  at  Coventry,  ii,  342.  On  Tax  oh*  Salt^  ij,  424.    On  Manning  the  Navy, 

Wj5*4 

•RthfUir^  Bilhtfofy  onZftcns'  Drvofrce  BHl,  iiy  175^  O^  Divorce  Bills,  ii,  1^2, 
19S«  €^  T#i6emfi*s4Kvocre  Bill,  ii,  388.  On  Publie  Offic«  Holiday  Bill,  H,  563, 
M  \ 

.Mis,  MaJItt  9f  tbip  oh  Tewkefbaty  Etedlon,  r,  241.  On  AfTefftd  Taxes,  l#| 
4S7.  On  ^Icftion  Treating  Ad,  i»,  55.  Oh  Land  Tax  Comndffonet  of  OovcnHT 
try,  ii,  342 

Rgrrmey,  Imd^  on  Aiotioh  for  difmiffitm  of  Mi'Aiftefi,  il,  126.  Moi^Refohr^ 
tion  to  approve  of  condu£k  of  Mhrffted,  ii)  156 

Rftji^i  Mr,  On  Scotch  DiftiUery,  i,  158, 194,  ii,  3$.  On 'Afldfel  Taxes,  f» 
304,  5 14.  Off  Odd  and  Silver  Plate  MM  in  M4nttf«£hu«  of  Watch  Cafts,  ii,  3$^ 
On  Picncli  Prifeners,  ii,  4*.  On  Exerts  and  Ira^ottsi  il,  75,  564,  ($80).  Oil 
Confolfdated  AiretTed  Tax  Bill,  ii,  34^  On  Heitdays  at  CoAom  Houft,  ii,  3^99 
417.  On  Proceftion  of  Trade,  ii,  516,  518,  5x9,  cso.  On  Hat  Duty,  ii,  562,ij 
($78).  On  his  >Iajefty's  MelTage  for  y4»e  of  Credit,  ii,  651,  652,  653.  OnJ 
Almanack  Stamps,  ii,  671.   Moves  Addrefs  ton  niiial  fakry  to  Clerk  AMaat,  ii,' 

715 

Rife^  pm^  Mr. '  On  Aflelied  faxes,  i,  483 

Raff/,  Lor  J  ffl/iiam,  00  Alftflci  Taxes,  i;  406,  On  Hewfpipert,  li,  295.  Oil 
I«aVd  Lieiile»»«t  of  Sorry,  ii,  489.     On  fending  Militia  to  Ireland,  11,  694,  689 

RyJtr,  Mr.  On  Com  Bii),  \,  301,  339.  On  AiTefTed  Taxes,  i,  30^,  30!.  (Mj 
B^rk  ofijid  ia  Taoniag,  ii,  84.    On  making  IQe  of  Trinidad,  a  frte  ^oit.  ii,  8^.j 

Od^ 


Ocft  Boiltt^  M  Herriif  Filhery,  ii,  19S9  $tx.    On  fale  oCLaod  Tax»  ii,  l«y 
Oa  Duty  on  Satt|  St,  424.    Om  loMxtatloa  of  Coro^  ii|  500^    On  Ncwf- 
r  BiU»  ii,  660.    On  (coding  Mifitia  19  IstJuid«  ii|  6S2s  7i} 


Auiir  ythmf  on  Arthanr  0*Conn<«»  Si,  557,  6S5y  6%%,  64ft  • 

Se^etf  sir  tVilRmm^  movet  for  kave  to  briog  to  a  B.U  refpe^ing  Prise  Caufeti  11, 


7^    BriQ^»  in  bill,  ii»  fj  . 

SumtHf  Sumt  p^iifir  raifMif  Afpendix,  i,  83 
Steretsfj  at  H^iv^  on  A'niy  Eftimatn,  i»  I5D»  I J 


^5$.    Oil  A^c^  Tnefy  is  a69». 

71.    On  propofed  Tax  on  Placemeoy  i,  33V    On  Slave  Trade,  ii,  ^^J,    Oa 

^cv^^Mpen,  ii,  197.    On  Alien  ^ill,  ii,  34S,  38^  395.    Mores  Arniy  SatUf 

^     ^       ordinaries  to  be  voied  ii,  380.    On  the  O'Connors,  ii,  637.    Qa  fending  Militia 

9oIreI»d,ii,686 

StrfeMt,  Mr,    Moves  Qrdnance  Eftioaate,  i,  141,  155 
Sewt/l^  Mr.    On  Slave  Trad^U,  1590  451.    On  Slave  Carrying  Bill,  i\,  43ft 
•  ^^       S^5-    On  Maroons,  ii,  436 

■^' "  -'  Sb^Uid^  Uti^  fate  of  Land  Taz^  ii,  ai8»  xxjt  30Z,  333i  4S9»  5^»  57^    Oa 

Z  mjaortation  of  Com,  ii,  500 

?  '-"*  ShtridtM^  Mr.    On  AfleOisd  Taxes.  I,  3«,  517,  5»6.   On  Newfpepera,  ii,  a88| 

m9f,  S90|  193,  661.    On  his  Majesy^  Menage  to  call  out  additional  force  ot 

^'"  "      Cavalry,  \y  y^    On  Sufpenfton  of  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  ii,  3^9,  375,  377.   On 

*-^^      1.0fd  L'eutcnant  of  Suiry,  ii,  475.    Qn  Importation  of  Coni,  ii,  501*    On  ialc  of 

'  ^  '^      \xnA  Tax,  ji,  537,  541,  57a.    On  the  O'Connors,  ii,  (34,  64a.    Movns  Addrefs 

.'   rS  '*       en  affiiirs  or  Ireland,  ii,  666,  674.    On  (landing  Militia  to  Ireland,  il  689,  705. 

<   ^^  >       On  Standing  Order  for  e«clu6on  of  ftrangers,  ii,  710, 7x1.    On  Scotch  DiOilkfy^ 

•^;  t''^**      ii^7»7»7i8.    On  Taxed  Carts  11,728 

Skeriffi  of  Ltmhn^  prcfent  Petition  refpeding  Price  of  Br«i4f  '^h  4^ 
^McJUwrgh^  (Bveljn)  Sir  Ctvgf,  on  AOcOcd  Taiei,  i,  303 
SmeoH,  Mr.    On  AflfeiTed  Taxes,  i,  410,  475.     On  Ticating  A^  at  EJeaionf» 
•.  KiQB^      |{,  S2|  ^4,  5  5.    Qn  fale  of  Land  Ta^  ii,  307.    Oii  Report  of  Coouisittee  of  Fi* 

•»»««»  >5.  551 
9,7'f  it!..  Stmc/iiir,  Sir  Joht,  90  louit  Addrtfr,  i,  104, 136.    On  MdM  Taxes,  i^  137^ 

»4X,  144',  a9a,  297.    do  Board  of  Agriculture,  i,  305, 320,  ii,  66*  On  Oenflral 
Inclofure  BilU  i,  323.    On  Annuity  to  Earl  St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Dv'ican,  i'v  I7*  • 
On  Supplementary  Militia,  ii  ^9.     On  Excheqiter  Bills,  ii,  40W    On  Weiglits  M* 
:^^t(^       lowed  to  paft  Turnpikes^  ii,  $%.    On  Public  Offices,  ii,  $4,  8o|  86.     On  Tax  oi» 
nr^^Snt,       Salt,  ?i» 414, 424.   On  (ale of  Lnnd Tax,  ii, 489, 490,491,  559 

Smith  Mr.  ff^i/Itam,  on  AflefTcd  Taxos,  1,  5U>  ^ U?  ^i  5*    9"^  ^^T^  Trade,,  it, 
:  VAr,*       a66,45o.    Slave  Cirryiiu^  fiill,  ii,  430, 451,  505,  506,  507 
il^fii^i  Sifta'tor-Geiteralf  (Sir  John  Mitford),  on  AffeCed  Taces  i,r4i7,459<    Nilice of 

Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  reftrict  advances  in  Qoolideration  of  transfer  of 
eidTi0)it       I>ebts  to  France  through  the  United  Provinces,  ii,  45,  50,  3^    Brings  in  Bill  toT 
pja^Cbi*       continue  the  Alien  Act,  ii,  isS*  347,  348,  389,  397, 398.    On  Newijpapers,  «« 
296,  661.     On  fale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  305^.306,  570,  561,  (S77)<    On  Manning. 
ieml^        Ibe  Navy,  it,  564.    On  the  O'Connors,  ii.  634 

Smol/rt^  Colofulj  on  Lift  of  Land  Tax  CooamifluMieiB  of  Coyeotiy,  ii,  )4»    Fre- 
^jigtf'tj        ients  I^tition  from  Dugibarton,  ii, 45a. 

OKi^j)'  Speaker.    On  Tewkesbury  Ble£l ion,  i,  241.    On  Afledoi  Taxes,  !,  19a    O^ 

;.\  Oi  Conununicat^pn  from  the  Bank  refpectiogT  Dollars,  ii,  ix.*  On  X.:ind  Tax  Con- 
^:/r,'i9,  niiffioners  for  Coventry,  ii,  491.  On  Twifleton's  0ivorce  Bill| -ii^  540.  On 
;^^„;);,  Ciidcr,  ii,  519,  5x0^  On  Kcwfpaper  Bill,  ii,  57a.  Oa  Standing  Order  for  ex-^ 
'V;<   Oa  clo(ion  of  Srrangers,  ii,  71  x 

A^''         .    ^/'''^»  (**"  M*j«fty)i  on  opening  the  Seliion,  1,  i.  Read  to  Honfe  of  Comaonsi 
1,34;    AttheCondtttenofSeifion,  iL  749. 

Spemer  (Eat I)  Koiice  of  moviog  Thanks  to  Admiral  Lord  Duncan»  u  )|* 
.   .  oer  Hoves  Thanks,  i.  34.    To  Vice  Admiral  SirRichaid  Onflow,  i.  56.    . 

V  j{,  Spirits^  Britijb  Aenunt  pf  Dttty,  Appendix^  i.  89^ 

,  I|  Qi  StMlry,  Colondi  on  Frcach  Rifoners»  ii.  49.    On  Lancalhinf  Qtoarter  Se£9nw 
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'  Stuff t  Mr.  on  Afleflcd  Twe*.  i.  sit  ..     ^        v*       ,-         ^  «    &• 

&#«/>,  {Earl  of)  on  Sale  of  Lawi  Tax  Bm,  iL    603,  604*  6*7p    ^«**  ■* 

On  Holtiby  Bill,  ii.  6so.    On  his  Maj«^*i  Meflage,  il.  644 

^yi/fi«y»  Lori/y  On  Divorce  Bills^  S-  i^V    OnMmtiaOficin  . 
BUi|  ii.  535.    On  Order,  iu  553 


TufJetWy  General,  on  Change  of  Supptetnaitary  •*»'Waf  ^-  4-  ^"^ 
of  the  Country,  il.  178.  On  SuQienfidta  of  Uabcai  Corput  Aa,  IL  37^  <^ 
ABeH  Bill,  ii.  397.  On  Proviliontl  Cwrriry,  ii.  399,  400,  516.  On  dividinc 
Miliua)  ii.  428.  On  Sl^ve  Carrying  Bill,  il.  4n>  S<>^  On  Slave  Tratfe,  iL 
449.  OnVoceof  Credit,  ii.  65a.  Onleiidin|MilicU  to  Ireland,  iL  7x6.  Oa 
Recruiting  the  Amy,  ii.  730 

7axn9  ftmumtttt^  Ntt  Pretber,  Appendix,  t  79*  Tdurrs,  Affegid^  ,/^rrmmr 
eft  Appendix,  i.  8x      Bi/lf  Aptiendix,  i.  83. 

Tafhff  Mr.  on  fending  Mtlitit  to  irdand,  iL'dSo.    On  Nahob  of  Oitdcy  IL  725 
Temfli,  Lordf  on  Joint  Addrefs,  i.  105.     On  Aflefled  Tazei,  u  ai6xy  267, 
291.    OtiNewfpapets,  11.  19$ 

Thurl^Wt  Lardy  on  AflelTed  Taxes,  I  643,  651.  On  Lancafter  Scfficmn  Bill, 
^^  57S»  5^>  583*  On  Ship  Ovnerf  Bill,  ii.  593.  On  Sale  of  Land  Tax  BUI, 
it.  604. 

7ierney9  Mr.  on  Report  of  Committee  of  Supplyt  1,  6  r.    On  thifd  Secretary  of 
State,  i,  61,  73,  80,  81.  393,  399    On  Newton  EleAion  Committe,  i,  x  5^3.    Oa 
Bank  Keftri£^ion  Bill,  i,  187.  On  AfleOcd Taxes,  i,  117, 129, 167, x8i,  504,  5x6, 
Jt9»  3*»»  39»>  399>  4iif  4^7.  4^*  SSU  61 8-    On  Bank  Advancet,  i,  304,  305- 
On  Fiofita  of  Marquis  of  Buckingham*!  Office  of  Teller  of  Excheqocry   i,  306. 
On  Finance  Committee  Report,  i,  307.    On  propoiedTax  on  Placemen,   i»   355, 
338.     On  Excheqner  BilPs  Bill,  i,  430,  433.    On  Motion  to  adjoam   &r  tke 
Cbriftmas  Holidays,  i,  445.    On  Modon  for  Claufe  to  repeal  all  Ads  ezempdng 
the  Royal  Family  from  Payment  of  Taxes,  i,  6 1»,  613,  614.   On  Ekfiioo  Treat'* 
ing  Bill,  ii,  35,  51.     On  Weights  allotred  to  pafs  Turnpikes,  ii,  $%.    On  Ma- 
roons, Ii,  66.    Moves  for  Lift  of  Penfions,  ii,  x6o.    For  Account  of  Expence  of 
Ctvil  Eftibliihment  in  CorfKa,  it,  160.    On  Defence  of  the  Country,  ii,  185,  to%, 
447.    Sale  of  Land  Tax,  ii,  118,  it%.    On  Newfyapers,  ii,  190, 195,  X96,  S9S. 
On  Volmitary  Subfcriptions,  ii,  314.    On  Sufpenfion  of  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  i^ 
375>  37^1 377»  378.    On  Alien  Bill,  ii,  392,  395.    On  Loan,  ii,  416.    On  Sak 
Duty,  ii,  424,  444.    Jadicature  in  Ireland,  ii,  433.     Oa  MaiOons,  ii,  436,  437. 
On  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Sorry,  ii,  457,  481.    OnProtcdion  of  Trade,  ii,  516, 
519.    Oa  Manning  the  Nary,  ii,  j;6o.    On  Duel,  ii,  567.    On  Nevfpoper  1^4^ 
ii,  571.    On  the  O'Connors,  u,  632.    On  Vote  of  Credit,  ii,  653.    Oa  Ncwf- 
paper  Bill,  ii,  663.    On  fending  Militia  to  Ireland,  ii,  705 

TbntfM,  Mr.  Hemyt  on  Aflefled  Taxes,  i,  342.    On  Lifk  af  Sobftrihers  ta 
Voluntary  Contribotldn,  ii,  3a.    On  Slave  Trade,  ii,  251,448.    OaLivdJLieiy 
tenant  of  Surry,  ii,  485.    On  Slave  Trade  Rcftraining  Bill,  ii,  675 
Ti&tm/Mi,  Mr.Roherty  onSaleof  Land  Tax,  il,  305 
^iormfoKf  Mr.  Samug/,  on  New  Taxes,  ii,  416 

^vumfemif  Mmr^j,  On  Militia  Officers  Augmentation  Bill,  it,  529,  53# 
Twrrbwitt  Mr.  on  Joint  Addreft,  i,  1^7.    On  AfTelled  taxes,  L  469 

V. 

ITMtfitawty  Mr.  on  Aileflied  Tazet  BUI,  1.  236,  410.    Oa  Traunoic  of  Pip 
Ibnenof  War^  ii.  602 

W. 

WiaUsat  Mr.  on  Kewfpapers  Account  of  Men  fuffocatcd  on  board  a  Tcadcr, 
.     ii,  614 

lfW/e/#,  Gentral,  on  Aflefled  Taxes,  i,  415.    On  Maroeos,  ii,  X7f  it9,  65» 
66,  138,  20  r,  432|  43  7i  726.    Oa  Standing  Order  forczdnding  Strangers,  ii. 

BIr. 


Mr*  ^TtgUyf  on  kiScSkA  Taxtt^  i,  %%$,  z^$,  3 18,  34s.  Co  A^ort  of ConUnii^ 
:^  of  Finance,  i^  55  r.  On  Mmning  the  Nayj,  ii,  564,  565.  OaS«Ieof|&t 
Laod  Taxy  ii,  57a    On  theNewfpaper  Bill,  h»  661 

i^tibirfrrct,  Mr.  on  AA6rt(%  on  the  King's  Speech,  i,  45.  On  Joint  Addfcif» 
iy  135'  ^"  B*'*''  ReftriAion  Bill,  i,  tB6.  On  Atkf&d  Taxes,  i,  iyt,  4^$ 
4S4f  437f  43^»  448f  449»  4S'f  55t.  On  offiA  of  thifd  Secretary  •'  Stale,  i, 
399.  On  Ciauie  for  repealing  all  Ade,  exempting  the  Itoyal  Family  from  Taxee, 
I,  6x3f  6x4  On  French  <*ufooen^  ii.  49.  On  Cofts  in  Miflemcanors,  ii»  63, 
317,  524,  55S.  On  Deiience  of  the  f^motry,  ii,  183,  186.  On  Slave  Trade* 
ii,  2009  X32,  247»  X4S.  On  Sale  of  the  L«id  Tkx,  li,  ^09.  On  Slave  Cinying 
Bill,  ii»  431.  Qn  late  Dud,  ii»567,  59Q.  On  Vote  of  Creilit,  li,  653.  On 
the  Newfpaper  Bill,  iL  6ti,  On  fending  Militia  to  Ireland^  ii,  708 

m/fmU  Divorce  BWf  ii.  4I0 

H^il/on^  LtrdCrej  de  on  Lancafter  Scfiionf  Bill,  ii«  574,  577 

9fimdoios  im  DvfeWng  HouTeSf  Sebebili  rf  Jtatit  fajak/e  pit,  Ap|iea4tZy  ii*  IJt 

/fW,  Colonel,  on  Aiteiied  Taxes,  i.  17^ 

ff90^Jot»*s  Divorce  BiU^  lu  45X 

Hyntf  Sir  H^dtldn  H^illitm^  on  Afleflcd  Taxes,  i.  455 


Torke^  Mr.  on  Afleffed  Taxes,  i.  32!,  3429  441,  614. 

TMaf  f  Sir  ffiWam^  on  Addrefs,  L  49.  On  office  of  third  Secretary  nf  State* 
I.  83.  On  Afletfed  Taxes,  i.  268.  On  Corps  propefed  for  Weft  Indies,  U  joi. 
On  Slave  Trade^  fl.  2(5.    On  Slave  Carrying  BU,  il  50|. 
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